Google 


This  is  a  digital  copy  of  a  book  that  was  preserved  for  generations  on  library  shelves  before  it  was  carefully  scanned  by  Google  as  part  of  a  project 

to  make  the  world's  books  discoverable  online. 

It  has  survived  long  enough  for  the  copyright  to  expire  and  the  book  to  enter  the  public  domain.  A  public  domain  book  is  one  that  was  never  subject 

to  copyright  or  whose  legal  copyright  term  has  expired.  Whether  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  may  vary  country  to  country.  Public  domain  books 

are  our  gateways  to  the  past,  representing  a  wealth  of  history,  culture  and  knowledge  that's  often  difficult  to  discover. 

Marks,  notations  and  other  maiginalia  present  in  the  original  volume  will  appear  in  this  file  -  a  reminder  of  this  book's  long  journey  from  the 

publisher  to  a  library  and  finally  to  you. 

Usage  guidelines 

Google  is  proud  to  partner  with  libraries  to  digitize  public  domain  materials  and  make  them  widely  accessible.  Public  domain  books  belong  to  the 
public  and  we  are  merely  their  custodians.  Nevertheless,  this  work  is  expensive,  so  in  order  to  keep  providing  tliis  resource,  we  liave  taken  steps  to 
prevent  abuse  by  commercial  parties,  including  placing  technical  restrictions  on  automated  querying. 
We  also  ask  that  you: 

+  Make  non-commercial  use  of  the  files  We  designed  Google  Book  Search  for  use  by  individuals,  and  we  request  that  you  use  these  files  for 
personal,  non-commercial  purposes. 

+  Refrain  fivm  automated  querying  Do  not  send  automated  queries  of  any  sort  to  Google's  system:  If  you  are  conducting  research  on  machine 
translation,  optical  character  recognition  or  other  areas  where  access  to  a  large  amount  of  text  is  helpful,  please  contact  us.  We  encourage  the 
use  of  public  domain  materials  for  these  purposes  and  may  be  able  to  help. 

+  Maintain  attributionTht  GoogXt  "watermark"  you  see  on  each  file  is  essential  for  in  forming  people  about  this  project  and  helping  them  find 
additional  materials  through  Google  Book  Search.  Please  do  not  remove  it. 

+  Keep  it  legal  Whatever  your  use,  remember  that  you  are  responsible  for  ensuring  that  what  you  are  doing  is  legal.  Do  not  assume  that  just 
because  we  believe  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  the  United  States,  that  the  work  is  also  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  other 
countries.  Whether  a  book  is  still  in  copyright  varies  from  country  to  country,  and  we  can't  offer  guidance  on  whether  any  specific  use  of 
any  specific  book  is  allowed.  Please  do  not  assume  that  a  book's  appearance  in  Google  Book  Search  means  it  can  be  used  in  any  manner 
anywhere  in  the  world.  Copyright  infringement  liabili^  can  be  quite  severe. 

About  Google  Book  Search 

Google's  mission  is  to  organize  the  world's  information  and  to  make  it  universally  accessible  and  useful.   Google  Book  Search  helps  readers 
discover  the  world's  books  while  helping  authors  and  publishers  reach  new  audiences.  You  can  search  through  the  full  text  of  this  book  on  the  web 

at|http: //books  .google  .com/I 


■r-z-    »  r. 


1::  ^ 


/y^-^. 


T"^ 


THE 


HISTORY  OF  ENGLAND, 


PROM 


THE  REVOLUTION 


TO  THE 


DEATH  OF  GEORGE  THE  SECOND. 


DESIGNED   AS 


A  CONTINUATION  OF  MR.  HUME'S  HISTORY. 


BY  I         ^ 

T.  SMOLLETT,  M.D.  '    ^ 

y 

A  NEW  EDITION, 

WITH  THE  AUTHOR'S  LAST  CORRECTIONS  AND  IMPROVEMENTS. 


IN    FOUR   VOLUMES. 
VOL.   I. 


^ 


LONDON: 

I,ONGMAN,  BHOWN,  OR££N,  AND  LOKOMAKS ;  J.  M.  RICHARDSON;  HATCHARD  AND  SON; 
8.  BAGSTER  AND  SON;  F.  AND  J.  RIVINOTON  ;  HAMILTON  AND  CO.  ;  SIMPKIN,  MARSHALL, 
AND  CO.;  W.  H.  ALLEN  AND  CO.;  WHITTAKER  AND  CO.;  E.  HODGSON;  BIGG  AND  SON; 
T.     BUMPUS;    J.    DOWDING;    J.    bain;     smith,    ELDER,    AKD    CO    ;    J.    CAPRS     AND    SON; 

R.  mackie;   h.  washbou:^ne ;  j.  hearne;  w.  Pickering;  h.  g.  bohn  ;  w.  Morrison; 

T.    AND    W.    BOONE ;     BICKERS    AND      BUSH;     SOTHERAN    AND    CO;     J.    SNOW;     L.    BOOTH; 

w.  white;  o.  WIJ.LIS;   waller  and  son;   m.  coomes;   tego  and  co. :  a^d  g.  and  j. 

ROBINSON,  LIV^ERPOOL:   jr.  AND  jr.  i.  DEIGHTON;    and  MACMILLAN  and  fO.,  CAMBRIDGE: 
AND  /.  PARKER,  OXFORD. 

1848. 


« "'X 


CONTENTS 


OF 


VOL.  I. 


CHAPTER  I. 


WILLIAM    AND    MARY. 


State  of  the  Nation  immediately  after  the  Revolution. — ^Account 
of  the  new  Ministry. — The  Convention  converted  into  a  Parlia- 
ment.— Mutiny  in  the  Army. — The  Coronation,  and  Abolition  of 
Hearth-money. — The  Commons  vote  a  Sum  of  Money  to  indem- 
nify the  Dutch. —  William's  Efforts  in  favour  of  the  Dissenters. 
— Act  for  a  Toleration. — Violent  Disputes  about  the  Bill  for  a 
Comprehension. — The  Commons  address  the  King  to  summon  a 
Convocation  of  the  Clergy. — Settlement  of  the  Revenue. — The 
King  takes  Umbrage  at  the  Proceedings  of  the  Whig  Party. — 
Heats  and  Animosities  about  the  Bill  of  Indemnity  recommended 
by  the  King. — Birth  of  the  Duke  of  Gloucester. — Affairs  of  the 
Continent. — War  declared  against  France. — Proceedings  in  the 
Convention  of  Scotland,  of  which  the  Duke  of  Hamilton  is  chosen 
President. — Letters  to  the  Convention  from  King  William  and 
King  James. — They  recognize  the  Authority  of  King  William. — 
They  vote  the  Crown  vacant,  and  pass  an  Act  of  Settlement  in 
favour  of  William  and  Mary. — They  appoint  Commissioners  to 
make  a  Tender  of  the  Crown  to  William,  who  receives  it  on  the 
Conditions  they  propose. — Enumeration  of  tlieir  Grievances. — The 
Convention  is  declared  a  Parliament,  and  the  Duke  of  Hamilton 
King's  Commissioner. — Prelacy  abolished  in  that  Kingdom. — The 
Scots  dissatisfied  with  the  King's  Conduct. — Violent  Disputes  in 
the  Scottish  Parliament — Which  is  adjourned. — A  Remonstrance 
presented  to  the  King. — The  Castle  of  Edinburgh  besieged  and 
taken. — The  Troops  of  King  William  defeated  at  Killycrankie* — 
King  James  cordially  received  by  the  French  King. — Tyrconnel 
temporizes  with  King  William. — James  arrives  in  Ireland. — Issues 
five  Proclamations  at  Dublin. — Siege  of  Londonderry. — The  In- 
habitants defend  themselves  with  surprising  Courage  and  Per- 
severance.—  Cruelty  of  Rosene,  the  French  General. — The  Place 
is  relieved  by  Kirke. — The  Inniskilliners  defeat  and  take  General 
Macarty. — Meeting  of  the  Irish  Parliament. — They  repeal  the 
Act  of  Settlement. — Pass  an  Act  of  Attainder  against  Absentees. 
— James  coins  base  Money. — The  Protestants  of  Ireland  cruelly 
oppressed. — Their  Churches  are  seized  by  the  Catholics,  and  they 
are  forbid  to  assemble  on  pain  of  Death* — Admiral  Herbert  worsted 


vi  CONTENTS. 

by  the  French  Fleet,  in  an  Engagement  near  Bantry-bay. — Divers 
Sentences  and  Attainders  reversed  in  Parliament. — Inquiry  into 
the  Cause  of  Miscarriages  in  Ireland. — Bills  passed  in  this  Session 
of  Parliament Page  1 

CHAPTER  II. 

Duke  of  Schomberg  lands  with  an  army  in  Ireland. — The  Innis- 
killiners  obtain  a  Victory  over  the  Irish. — Schomberg  censured 
for  his  inactivity. — The  French  worsted  at  Walcourt. — Success  of 
the  Confederates  in  Germany. — The  Turks  defeated  at  Patochin, 
Nissa,  and  Widen. — Death  of  Pope  Innocent  XI. — King  William 
becomes  unpopular. — A  good  Number  of  the  Clergy  refuse  to  take 
the  Oaths, — The  King  grants  a  Commission  for  reforming  Church 
Discipline. — Meeting  of  the  Convocation. — Their  Session  discon- 
tinued by  repeated  Prorogations. — Proceedings  in  Parliament. — 
The  Whigs  obstruct  the  Bill  of  Indemnity. — The  Commons  re- 
sume the  Inquiry  into  the  Cause  of  the  Miscarriages  in  Ireland. — 
King  William  irritated  against  the  Whigs. — Plot  against  the  Go- 
vernment by  Sir  James  Montgomery  discovered  by  Bishop  Burnet. 
— Warm  Debates  in  Parliament  about  the  Corporation-bill. — The 
King  resolves  to  finish  the  Irish  War  in  Person. — General  Ludlow 
arrives  in  England,  but  is  obliged  to  withdraw. — Efforts  of  the 
Jacobites  in  Scotland. — The  Court  Interest  triumphs  over  all  Op- 
position in  that  Country. — The  Tory  Interest  prevails  in  the  new 
Parliament  of  England. — Bill  for  recognizing  their  Majesties. — 
Another  violent  Contest  about  the  Bill  of  Abjuration. — King 
William  lands  in  Ireland. — King  James  marches  to  the  Boyne. — 
William  resolves  to  give  him  Battle. — Battle  of  the  Boyne. — - 
Death  and  Character  of  Schomberg. — James  embarks  for  France. 
— William  enters  Dublin  and  publishes  his  Declaration. — The 
French  obtain  a  Victory  over  the  English  and  Dutch  Fleets  off 
Beachy  Head. — Torrington  committed  Prisoner  to  the  Tower. — 
Progress  of  William  in  Ireland. — He  invests  Limerick ;  but  is 
obliged  to  raise  the  Siege,  and  returns  to  England. — Cork  and 
Kinsale  reduced  by  the  Earl  of  Marlborough, — Lauzun  and  the 
French  Forces  quit  Ireland. — The  Duke  of  Savoy  joins  the  Con- 
federacy.— Prince  Waldeck  defeated  at  Fleurus. — The  Archduke 
Joseph  elected  King  of  the  Romans. — Death  of  the  Duke  of  Lor- 
raine.— Progress  of  the  War  against  the  Turks. — Meeting  of  the 
Parliament. — The  Commons  comply  with  all  the  King's  Demands. 
— Petition  of  the  Tories  in  the  City  of  London. — Attempt  against 
the  Marquis  of  Caermarthen. — The  King's  Voyage  to  Holland. — 
He  assists  at  a  Congress. — Returns  to  England       .     .     .     .     48 

CHAPTER  III. 

Conspiracy  against  the  Government  by  Lord  Preston  and  others. — 
The  King  fills  up  the  vacant  Bishoprics. — Affairs  of  Scotland. 
— Campaign  in  Flanders. — Progress  of  the  French  in  Piedmont. 
— Election  of  a  new  Pope. — The  Emperor's  Success  against  the 
Turks. — Affairs  of  Ireland. — General  Ginckel  reduces  Athlone. — 


CONTENTS.  vii 

Defeats  the  Irish  at  Aghrim. — Undertakes  the  Siege  of  Limerick. 
-—The  French  and  Irish  obtain  an  honourable  Capitulation. — 
Twelve  Thousand  Irish  Catholics  are  transported  to  France. — 
Meeting  of  the  English  Parliament. — Discontent  of  the  Nation. 
— Transactions  in  Parliament. — Disputes  concerning  the  Bill  for 
regulating  Trials  in  Cases  of  High  Treason. — The  English  and 
Dutch  Fleets  worsted  by  the  French  in  an  Engagement  off 
Beachy  Head. — The  King  disobliges  the  Presbyterians  of  Scot- 
land.— The  Earl  of  Breadalbane  undertakes  for  the  Submission  of 
the  Highlanders. — Massacre  of  Glencoe. — Preparations  for  a  De- 
scent upon  England. — Declaration  of  King  James. — Efforts  of 
his  Friends  in  England. — Precautions  taken  by  the  Queen  for  the 
Defence  of  the  Nation. — Admiral  Russel  puts  to  Sea. — He  obtains 
a  complete  Victory  over  the  French  Fleet  off  La  Hogue. — Troops 
embarked  at  St.  Helen's  for  a  Descent  upon  France. — The  Design 
laid  aside. — The  Troops  landed  at  Ostend. — The  French  King 
takes  Namur  in  Sight  of  King  William. — The  Allies  are  defeated 
at  Steenkirk. — Extravagant  Rejoicings  in  France  on  Account  of 
this  Victory. — Conspiracy  against  the  Life  of  King  William, 
hatched  by  the  French  Ministry. — Miscarriage  of  a  Design  upon 
Dunkirk. — The  Campaign  is  inactive  on  the  Rhine  and  in  Hun- 
gary.— The  Duke  of  Savoy  invades  Dauphine. — The  Duke  of 
Hanover  created  an  Elector  of  the  Empire     •     .     .     .     Page  95 

CHAPTER  IV. 

False  Information  against  the  Earl  of  Marlborough,  the  Bishop  of 
Rochester,  and  others. — Sources  of  national  Discontent. — Dis- 
sension between  the  Queen  and  the  Princess  Anne  of  Denmark. — 
The  House  of  Lords  vindicate  their  Privileges  in  behalf  of  their 
imprisoned  Members. — The  Commons  present  Addresses  to  the 
King  and  Queen. — They  acquit  Admiral  Russel,  and  resolve  to 
advise  his  Majesty. —  They  comply  with  all  the  Demands  of  the 
Ministry. — The  Lords  present  an  Address  of  Advice  to  the  King. 
— Dispute  between  the  Lords  and  Commons  concerning  Admiral 
Russel. — The  Commons  address  the  King. — They  establish  the 
Land-tax  and  other  Impositions. — Burnet's  pastoral  Letter  burned 
by  the  Hangman. — Proceedings  of  the  Lower  House  against  the 
Practice  of  kidnapping  Men  for  the  Service. — The  two  Houses 
address  the  King  on  the  Grievances  of  Ireland. — An  Account  of 
the  Place-bill,  and  that  for  Triennial  Parliaments. — The  Commons 
petition  his  Majesty  that  he  would  dissolve  the  East  India  Com- 
pany.— ^Trial  of  Lord  Mohun  for  Murder. — Alterations  in  the 
Ministry.— The  King  repairs  to  the  Continent,  and  assembles 
the  Confederate  Army  in  Flanders. — The  French  reduce  Huy. — 
Luxembourg  resolves  to  attack  the  Allies — Who  are  defeated  at 
Landen. — Charleroy  is  besieged,  and  taken  by  the  enemy. — Cam- 
paign on  the  Rhine. — The  Duke  of  Savoy  is  defeated  by  Catinat 
in  the  Plain  of  Marsaglia. — Transactions  in  Hungary  and  Cata- 
lonia.— Naval  Affairs. — A  Fleet  of  Merchant  Ships,  under  Convoy 
of  Sir  George  Rooke,  attacked  and  partly  destroyed  by  the  French 
Squadrons. — Wheeler's  Expedition  to  the  West  Indies. — Benbow 


viii  CONTENTS. 

bombards  St.  Maloes. — The  French  King  has  recourse  to  the 
Mediation  of  Denmark. — Severity  of  the  Government  against  the 
Jacobites. — Complaisance  of  the  Scottish  Parliament. — The  King 
returns  to  England,  makes  some  changes  in  the  Ministry,  and 
opens  the  Session  of  Parliament. — Both  Houses  inquire  into  the 
Miscarriages  by  Sea. — The  Commons  grant  a  vast  Sum  ifor  the 
Services  of  the  ensuing  Year. — The  King  rejects  the  Bill  against 
free  and  impartial  Proceedings  in  Parliament;  and  the  Lower 
House  remonstrates  on  this  Subject. — Establishment  of  the  Bank 
of  England. — The  East  India  Company  obtain  a  new  Charter. — 
Bill  for  a  General  Naturalization  dropped. — Sir  Francis  Wheeler 
perishes  in  a  Storm. — The  English  attempt  to  make  a  Descent  in 
Camaret-bay,  but  are  repulsed  with  Loss. — They  bombard  Dieppe, 
Havre-de-Grace,  Dunkirk,  and  Calais. — Admiral  Russel  sails  for 
the  Mediterranean,  relieves  Barcelona,  and  winters  at  Cadiz. — 
Campaign  in  Flanders. — The  Allies  reduce  Huy. — The  Prince  of 
Baden  passes  the  Rhine,  but  is  obliged  to  repass  that  River. — 
Operations  in  Hungary. — Progress  of  the  French  in  Catalonia. — 
State  of  the  War  in  Piedmont.— The  King  returns  to  England. 
— The  Parliament  meets. — The  Bill  for  Triennial  Parliaments 
receives  the  Royal  Assent. — Death  of  Archbishop  Tillotson  and  of 
Queen  Mary. — Reconciliation  between  the  King  and  the  Princess 
of  Denmark     .     •     .     .     , Page  143 

CHAPTER  V. 

WILLIAM. 

Account  of  the  Lancashire  Plot. — The  Commons  inquire  into  the 
Abuses  which  had  crept  into  the  Army. — They  expel  and  prosecute 
some  of  their  own  Members  for  Corruption  in  the  Affair  of  the  East 
India  Company. — Examination  of  Cooke,  Acton,  and  others. — 
The  Commons  impeach  the  Duke  of  Leeds. — The  Parliament  is 
prorogued. — Session  of  the  Scottish  Parliament. — They  inquire  into 
the  Massacre  of  Glencoe.  —They  pass  an  Act  for  erecting  a  trading 
Company  to  Africa  and  the  Indies. — Proceedings  in  the  Parlia- 
ment of  Ireland. — Disposition  of  the  Armies  in  Flanders.— King 
William  undertakes  the  Siege  of  Namur. — Famous  Retreat  of 
Prince  Vaudemont. — Brussels  is  bombarded  by  Villeroy. — Pro- 
gress of  the  Siege  of  Namur.— Villeroy  attempts  to  relieve  it. — 
The  Besiegers  make  a  desperate  Assault. — The  Place  capitulates. 
— Boufflers  is  arrested  by  Order  of  King  William. — Campaign  on 
the  Rhine,  and  in  Hungary. — The  Duke  of  Savoy  takes  Casal. — 
Transactions  in  Catalonia. — The  English  Fleet  bombards  St. 
Maloes  and  other  Places  on  the  Coast  of  France.— Wilmot's  Ex- 
pedition to  the  West  Indies. — A  new  Parliament. — They  pass  a 
Bill  for  regulating  Trials  in  Cases  of  High  Treason.— Resolutions 
with  respect  to  a  new  Coinage.— The  Commons  address  the  King, 
to  recall  a  Grant  he  had  made  to  the  Earl  of  Portland. — Another 
against  the  new  Scottish  Company.— Intrigues  of  the  Jacobites. — 
Conspiracy  against  the  Life  of  William. — Design  of  an  Invasion 
defeated. — The  two  Houses  engage  in  an  Association  for  the  De- 
fence of  his  Majesty.— Establishment  of  a  Land-Bank.— Trial  of 


CONTENTS.  ix 

the  Conspirators. — The  Allies  burn  the  Magazine  at  Givet. — 
Louis  the  Fourteenth  makes  Advances  towards  a  Peace  with  Hol- 
land.— He  detaches  the  Duke  of  Savoy  from  the  Confederacy. — 
Naval  Transactions. — Proceedings  in  the  Parliaments  of  Scotland 
and  Ireland. — Zeal  of  the  English  Commons  in  their  Affection  to 
the  King. — Resolutions  touching  the  Coin,  and  the  Support  of 
Public  Credit. — Enormous  Impositions. — Sir  John  Fen  wick  is 
apprehended. — A  Bill  of  Attainder  being  brought  into  the  House 
against  him,  produces  violent  debates. — His  Defence. — The  Bill 
passes. — Sir  John  Fen  wick  is  beheaded. — The  Earl  of  Monmouth 
sent  to  the  Tower. — Inquiry  into  Miscarriages  by  Sea. — Nego- 
tiations at  Ryswick. — The  French  take  Barcelona. — Fruitless  Ex- 
pedition of  Admiral  Neville  to  the  West  Indies. — The  Elector  of 
Saxony  is  chosen  King  of  Poland. — Peter,  the  Czar  of  Muscovy, 
travels  in  Disguise  with  his  own  Ambassadors. — Proceedings  in 
the  Congress  at  Ryswick. — The  Ambassadors  of  England,  Spain, 
and  Holland,  sign  the  Treaty. — A  general  Pacification    Page  197 

CHAPTER  VI. 

State  of  Parties. — Characters  of  the  Ministers. — The  Commons  re- 
duce the  Number  of  standing  Forces  to  Ten  Thousand. — They 
establish  the  Civil  List ;  and  assign  Funds  for  paying  the  national 
Debts. — They  take  Cognizance  of  fraudulent  Endorsements  of 
Exchequer  Bills. — A  new  East  India  Company  constituted  by  Act 
of  Parliament. — Proceedings  against  a  Book  written  by  William 
Molineux  of  Dublin — And  against  certain  Smugglers  of  Alamodes 
and  Lustrings  from  France. — Society  for  the  Reformation  of  Man- 
ners.— The  Earl  of  Portland  resigns  his  Employments. — The  King 
disowns  the  Scottish  Trading  Company. — He  embarks  for  Holland. 
— First  Treaty  of  Partition. — Intrigues  of  France  at  the  Court 
of  Madrid. — King  William  is  thwarted  by  his  new  Parliament. — 
He  is  obliged  to  send  away  his  Dutch  Guards. — The  Commons 
address  the  King  against  the  Papists. — The  Parliament  prorogued. 
— The  Scottish  Company  make  a  Settlement  on  the  Isthmus  of 
Darien — Which,  however,  they  are  compelled  to  abandon. — Re- 
monstrances of  the  Spanish  Court  against  the  Treaty  of  Partition. 
— The  Commons  persist  in  their  Resolutions  to  mortify  the  King. 
— Inquiry  into  the  Expedition  of  Captain  Kidd. — A  Motion  made 
against  Burnet,  Bishop  of  Sarum. — Inquiry  into  the  Irish  For- 
feitures.— The  Commons  pass  a  Bill  of  Resumption — And  a  severe 
Bill  against  Papists. — The  old  East  India  Company  re-established. 
— Dangerous  Ferment  in  Scotland. — Lord  Somers  dismissed  from 
his  Employments. — Second  Treaty  of  Partition. — Death  of  the 
Duke  of  Gloucester. — The  King  sends  a  Fleet  into  the  Baltic,  to 
the  Assistance  of  the  Swedes. — The  Second  Treaty  of  Partition 
generally  disagreeable  to  the  European  Powers. — The  French  In- 
terest prevails  at  the  Court  of  Spain. — King  William  finds  Means 
to  allay  the  Heats  in  Scotland. — The  King  of  Spain  dies,  after 
having  bequeathed  his  Dominions  by  Will  to  the  Duke  of  Anjou. 
— The  French  King's  Apology  for  accepting  the  Will. — The 
States-General  own  Philip  as  King  of  Spain. — A  new  Ministry 


X  CONTENTS. 

and  a  new  Parliament. — The  Commons  unpropitious  to  the  Court. 
— The  Lords  are  more  condescending. — An  intercepted  Letter 
from  the  Earl  of  Milfort  to  his  Brother. — Succession  of  the  Crown 
settled  upon  the  Princess  Sophia,  Electress-Do wager  of  Hanover, 
and  the  Protestant  Heirs  of  her  Body. — ^The  Duchess  of  Savoy 
protests  against  this  Act. — Ineffectual  Negotiation  with  France. 
— Severe  Addresses  from  both  Houses  in  relation  to  the  Partition 
Treaty. — William  is  obliged  to  acknowledge  the  King  of  Spain. 
— The  two  Houses  seem  to  enter  into  the  King's  Measures. — 
The  Commons  resolve  to  wreak  their  Vengeance  on  the  old  Mi- 
nistry.— The  Earls  of  Portland  and  Oxford,  the  Lords  Soraers 
and  Halifax,  are  impeached. — Disputes  between  the  two  Houses. 
— The  House  of  Peers  acquits  the  impeached  Lords. — Petition  of 
Kent. — Favourable  End  of  the  Session. — Progress  of  Prince 
Eugene  in  Italy. — Sketch  of  the  Situation  of  Affairs  in  Europe. 
— Treaty  of  Alliance  between  the  Emperor  and  the  Maritime 
Powers. — Death  of  King  James.— The  French  King  owns  the 
pretended  Prince  of  Wales  as  King  of  England. — Addresses  to 
King  William  on  that  Subject. — New  Parliament. — The  King's 
last  Speech  to  both  Houses  received  with  great  Applause. — Great 
Harmony  between  the  King  and  Parliament. — The  two  Houses 
pass  the  Bill  for  Abjuration. — The  Lower  House  justifies  the  Pro- 
ceedings of  the  Commons  in  the  preceding  Parliament. — Affairs 
of  Ireland. — The  King  recommends  an  Union  of  the  two  King- 
doms.— He  falls  from  his  Horse. — His  Death — and  Character. 

Page  277 

CHAPTER  VII. 

ANNE, 

Anne  succeeds  to  the  Throne. — She  resolves  to  fulfil  the  Engage- 
ments of  her  Predecessor  with  his  Allies. — A  French  Memorial 
presented  to  the  States-General. — The  Queen's  Inclination  to  the 
Tories. — War  declared  against  France. — The  Parliament  pro- 
rogued.— Warm  Opposition  to  the  Ministry  in  the  Scottish  Par- 
liament.— They  recognize  her  Majesty's  Authority. — The  Queen 
appoints  Commissioners  to  treat  of  an  Union  between  England 
and  Scotland. — State  of  Affairs  on  the  Continent. — Keiserswaert 
and  Landau  taken  by  the  Allies. — Progress  of  the  Earl  of  Marl- 
borough in  Flanders. — He  narrowly  escapes  being  taken  by  a 
French  Partisan. — The  Imperialists  are  worsted  at  Fridlinguen. 
— Battle  of  Luzzara,  in  Italy. — The  King  of  Sweden  defeats  Au- 
gustus at  Lissou  in  Poland. — Fruitless  Expedition  to  Cadiz  by  the 
Duke  of  Ormond  and  Sir  George  Rooke. — They  take  and  destroy 
the  Spanish  Galleons  at  Vigo. — Admiral  Benbow's  Engagement 
with  Du  Casse  in  the  West  Indies. — The  Queen  assembles  a  new 
Parliament. — Disputes  between  the  two  Houses. — The  Lords  in- 
quire into  the  Conduct  of  Sir  George  Rooke. — The  Parliament 
make  a  Settlement  on  Prince  George  of  Denmark. — The  Earl  of 
Marlborough  created  a  Duke. — All  Commerce  and  Correspondence 
prohibited  between  Holland  and  the  two  Crowns  of  France  and 
Spain. — A  Bill  for  preventing  occasional  Conformity. — It  mis- 


CONTENTS.  xi 

carries. — Violent  Animosity  between  the  two  Houses,  produced  by 
the  Inquiry  into  the  Public  Accounts. — Disputes  between  the  two 
Houses  of  Convocation. — Account  of  the  Parties  in  Scotland. — 
Dangerous  Heats  in  the  Parliament  of  that  Kingdom. — The  Com- 
missioner is  abandoned  by  the  Cavaliers. — He  is  in  Danger  of  his 
Life,  and  suddenly  prorogues  the  Parliament. — Proceedings  of 
the  Irish  Parliament. — They  pass  a  severe  Act  against  Papists. — 
The  Elector  of  Bavaria  defeats  the  Imperialists  at  Scardingen,  and 
takes  Possession  of  Ratisbon. — The  Allies  reduce  Bonne. — Battle 
of  Eckeren. — The  Prince  of  Hesse  is  defeated  by  the  French  at 
Spirebach. — Treaty  between  the  Emperor  and  the  Duke  of  Savoy. 
— The  King  of  Portugal  accedes  to  the  Grand  Alliance. — Sir 
Cloudesley  Shovel  sails  with  a  Fleet  to  the  Mediterranean. — Ad- 
miral Graydon's  bootless  Expedition  to  the  West  Indies. —  Charles, 
King  of  Spain,  arrives  in  England Page  371 

CHAPTER  VIII. 

The  Commons  revive  the  Bill  against  occasional  Conformity. — Con- 
spiracy trumped  up  by  Simon  Fraser,  Lord  Lovat. — The  Lords 
present  a  Remonstrance  to  the  Queen. — The  Commons  pass  a  Vote 
m  Favour  of  the  Earl  of  Nottingham. — Second  Remonstrance  of 
the  Lords. — Further  Disputes  between  the  two  Houses. — The 
Queen  grants  the  First-Fruits  and  the  Tenths  to  the  poor  Clergy. 
— Inquiry  into  Naval  Affairs. — Trial  of  Lindsay. — Meeting  of  the 
Scottish  Parliament. — Violent  Opposition  to  the  Ministry  in  that 
Kingdom. — Their  Parliament  pass  the  Act  of  Security. — Melan- 
choly Situation  of  the  Emperor's  Affairs. — ^The  Duke  of  Marl- 
borough marches  at  the  Head  of  the  allied  Army  into  Germany. — 
He  defeats  the  Bavarians  at  Schellenberg. — Fruitless  Negotiation 
with  the  Elector  of  Bavaria. — The  Confederates  obtain  a  complete 
Victory  at  Hochstadt. — Siege  of  Landau. — The  Duke  of  Marl- 
borough returns  to  England. — State  of  the  War  in  different  Parts 
of  Europe. — Campaign  in  Portugal. — Sir  George  Rooke  takes 
Gibraltar — And  worsts  the  French  Fleet  in  a  Battle  off  Malaga. 
— Session   of  Parliament  in  England. — An  Act  of  Alienation 
passed  against  the  Scots. — Manor  of  Woodstock  granted  to  the 
Duke  of  Marlborough. — Disputes  between  the  two  Houses  on  the 
Subject  of  the  Aylesbury  Constables. — The  Parliament  dissolved. 
— Proceedings  in  the  Parliament  of  Scotland. — They  pass  an  Act 
for  a  Treaty  of  Union  with  England. — Difference  between  the 
Parliaments  and  Convocation  in  Ireland. — Fruitless  Campaign  on 
the  Moselle. — The  Duke  of  Marlborough  forces  the  French  Lines 
in  Brabant. — He  is  prevented  by  the  Deputies  of  the  States  from 
attacking  the  French  Army. — He  visits  the  imperial  Court  of 
Vienna. — State  of  the  War  on  the  Upper  Rhine,  in  Hungary, 
Piedmont,  Portugal,  and  Poland. — Sir  Thomas  Dilkes  destroys 
Part  of  the  French  Fleet,  and  relieves  Gibraltar. — The  Earl  of 
Peterborough  and  Sir  Cloudesley  Shovel  reduce  Barcelona. — The 
Earl's  surprising  Progress  in  Spain. — New  Parliament  in  England. 
— Bill  for  a  Regency  in  Case  of  the  Queen's  Decease. — Debates 


xii  CONTENTS. 

in  the  House  of  Lords  upon  the  supposed  Danger  to  which  the 
Church  was  exposed. — ^The  Parliament  prorogued. — ^Disputes  in 
the  Convocation. — Conferences  opened  for  a  Treaty  of  Union  with 
Scotland. — Substance  of  the  Treaty Page  431 

CHAPTER  IX. 

Battle  of  Ramillies,  in  which  the  French  are  defeated. — The  Siege 
of  Barcelona  raised  by  the  English  Fleet. — Prince  Eugene  obtains 
a  complete  Victory  over  the  French  at  Turin. — Sir  Cloudesley 
Shovel  sails  with  a  Reinforcement  to  Charles,  King  of  Spain. — 
The  King  of  Sweden  marches  into  Saxony. — The  French  King 
demands  Conferences  for  a  Peace. — Meeting  of  the  Scottish  Par- 
liament.— ^Violent  Opposition  to  the  Union. — The  Scots  in  general 
averse  to  the. Treaty — Which  is  nevertheless  confirmed  by  their 
Parliament. — Proceedings  in  the  English  Parliament. — The  Com- 
mons approve  of  the  Articles  of  the  Union. — The  Lords  pass  a 
Bill  for  the  Security  of  the  Church  of  England. — Arguments  used 
against  the  Articles  of  the  Union — Which,  however,  are  confirmed 
by  Act  of  Parliament. — The  Parliament  revived  by  Proclamation. 
— rThe  Queen  gives  Audience  to  a  Muscovite  Ambassador. — Pro- 
ceedings in  Convocation. — France  threatened  with  total  Ruin, — 
The  Allies  are  defeated  at  Almanza. — Unsuccessful  Attempt  upon 
Toulon. — Sir  Cloudesley  Shovel  wrecked  on  the  Rocks  of  Scilly, 
— Weakness  of  the  Emperor  on  the  Upper  Rhine. — Interview 
between  the  King  of  Sweden  and  the  Duke  of  Marlborough. — 
Inactive  Campaign  in  the  Netherlands. — Harley  begins  to  form 
a  Party  against  the  Duke  of  Marlborough. — The  Nation  discon- 
tented with  the  Whig  Ministry. — Meeting  of  the  first  British 
Parliament. — Inquiry  into  the  State  of  the  War  in  Spain. — Gregg, 
a  Clerk  in  the  Secretary's  Office,  detected  in  a  Correspondence 
with  the  French  Ministry. — Harley  resigns  his  Employments. — 
The  Pretender  embarks  at  Dunkirk  for  Scotland. — His  Design  is 
defeated. — State  of  the  Nation  at  that  Period. — Parliament  dis- 
solved.— The  French  surprise  Ghent  and  Bruges. — They  are  routed 
at  Oudenarde. — The  Allies  invest  Lisle. — They  defeat  a  large  Body 
of  French  Forces  at  Wynendale. — The  Elector  of  Bavaria  attacks 
Brussels. — Lisle  surrendered,  Ghent  taken,  and  Bruges  abandoned. 
— Conquest  of  Minorca  by  General  Stanhope. — ^Rupture  between 
the  Pope  and  the  Emperor. — Death  of  Prince  George  of  Denmark. 
— The  new  Parliament  assembled. — Naturalization  Bill. — Act  of 
Grace. — Disputes  about  the  Muscovite  Ambassador  compromised. 

Page  497 


ERRATA. 


Page  161,  line  1-,  dele  the  iDord  had 
„      „      „  16, /or  to  read  the. 


THE 


HISTORY 


OF 


ENGLAND 


CHAPTER  I. 

WILLIAM  AND  MARY. 

State  of  the  Nation  immediately  after  the  Rbtolution. — Account  of  the 
NEW  Ministrt. — The  Convention  converted  into  a  Parliament. — Mutiny 
IN  the  Armt.  —  The  Coronation,  and  Abolition  of  Hearth-monet.  —  The 
Commons  vote  a  Sum  of  Money  to  indemnify  the  Dutch.  —  William's 
Efforts  in  favour  of  the  Dissenters. — Act  for  a  Toleration. — Violent 
Disputes  about  the  Bill  for  a  Comprehension. —  The  Commons  address 
the  King  to  summon  a  Convocation  of  the  Clergy. — Settlement  of  the 
Revenue. — The  King  takes  Umbrage  at  the  Proceedings  of  the  Whig- 
party. — Heats  and  Animosities  about  the  Bill  of  Indemnity  recommended 
BY  THE  King. — Birth  of  the  Duke  of  Gloucester. — Affairs  of  the  Con- 
tinent.— War  declared  against  France. — Proceedings  in  the  Convention 
of  Scotland,  of  which  the  Duke  of  Hamilton  is  chosen  President. — 
Letters  to  the  Convention  from  King  William  and  King  James. — They 
recognize  the  Authority  of  King  William. — They  vote  the  Crown  va- 
cant, AND  pass  an  Act  of  Settlement  in  favour  of  William  and  Mary. 
— They  appoint  Commissioners  to  make  a  Tender  of  the  Crown  to  William, 
who  receives  it  on  the  Conditions  they  propose. — Enumeration  of  their 
Grievances.— The  Convention  is  declared  a  Parliament,  and  the  Duke 
OF  Hamilton  King's  Commissioner. — Prelacy  abolished  in  that  Kingdom. 
— The  Scots  dissatisfied  with  the  King's  Conduct. — Violent  Disputes  in 
THE  Scottish  Parliament  —  which  is  adjourned.  —  A  Remonstrance  pre- 
sented TO  THE  King. — The  Castle  of  Edinburgh  besieged  and  taken. — 
The  Troops  of  King  William  defeated  at  Killycrankie.  —  King  James 

CORDIALLY   RECEIVED   BY  THE    FRENCH   KlNG.  —  TyRCONNEL    TEMPORIZES    WITH 

King  William.  —  James  arrives  in  Ireland.  —  Issues  five  Proclamations 
AT  Dublin. — Siege  of  Londonderry. — The  Inhabitants  defend  themselves 
with  surprising  Courage  and  Perseverance.  —  Cruelty  of  Rosene,  the 
French  General. — The  place  is  relieved  by  Kirke. — The  Inniskilliners 
defeat  and  take  General  Macarty. — Meeting  of  the  Irish  Parliament. 
— They  repeal  the  Act  of  Settlement. — Pass  an  Act  of  attainder  against 
Absentees.— James  coins  base  Money. — The  Protestants  of  Ireland  cru- 
elly oppressed. — Their  Churches  are  seized  by  the  Catholics,  and  they 
VOL.  I.  B 


2  HISTORY  OF  ENGLAND. 

ARE  FORBID  TO  ASSEMBLE  ON   PaIN  OF   DeATH.  —  ADMIRAL  HERBERT  WORSTED 
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CHAP,   rjijjj,  eonstitution  of  England  had  now  assumed  a  new 
^ — .-^    aspect.      The  maxim  of  hereditary,  indefeasible  right 
state  of'the  was  at  length  renounced  by  a  free  Parliament.     The 
nation  im-  power  of  the  crowu  was  acknowledged  to  flow  from  no 
^er*the^  Other  fountain  than  that  of  a  contract  with  the  people. 
Revoiu-     Allegiance  and  protection  were  declared  reciprocal  ties 
depending  upon  each  other.     The  representatives  of  the 
nation  made  a  regular  claim  of  rights  in  behalf  of  their 
constituents ;  and  William  III.  ascended  the  throne  in 
consequence  of  an  express  capitulation  with  the  people. 
Yet,  on  this  occasion,  the  zeal  of  the  Parliament  towards 
their  deliverer  seems  to  have  overshot  their  attachment 
to  their  own  liberty  and  privileges :  or  at  least  they  neg- 
lected the  fairest  opportunity  that  ever  occurred,  to  re- 
trench those  prerogatives  of  the  crown  to  which  they 
imputed  all  the  late  and  former  calamities  of  the  king- 
dom.    Their  new  monarch  retained  the  old  regal  power 
over   Parliaments  in  its  full  extent.     He  was  left  at 
liberty  to  convoke,  adjourn,  prorogue,  and  dissolve  them 
at  his  pleasure.     He  was  enabled  to  influence  elections, 
and  oppress  corporations.      He  possessed  the  right  of 
choosing  his  own  council ;  of  nominating  all  the  great 
officers  of  the  state,  and  of  the  household,  of  the  army, 
the  navy,  and  the  dhurch.     He  reserved  the  absolute 
command  of  the  militia :  so  that  he  remained  master  of 
all  the  instruments  and  engines  of  corruption  and  vio- 
lence, without  any  other  restraint  than  his  own  modera- 
tion, and  prudent  regard  to  the  claim  of  rights,  and  prin- 
ciple of  resistance,  on  which  the  Revolution  was  founded. 
In  a  word,  the  settlement  was  finished  with  some  pre- 
cipitation, before  the  plan  had  been  properly  digested 
and  matured ;  and  this  will  be  the  case  in  every  esta- 
blishment formed  upon  a  sudden  emergency  in  the  face 
of  opposition.     It  was  observed,  that  the  king,  who  was 
made  by  the  people,  had  it  in  his  power  to  rule  without 
them ;  to  govern  jure  divino^  though  he  was  created  jure 
humano :  and  that,  though  the  change  proceeded  from  a 
republican  spirit,  the   settlement  was  built  upon   tory 
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maxims ;  for  the  execution  of  his  government  continued    chap. 

still  independent  of  his  commission,  while  his  own  per-  » \ 

son  remained  sacred  and  inviolable.  The  Prince  of  ^^^^• 
Orange  had  been  invited  to  England  by  a  coalition  of 
parties,  united  by  a  common  sense  of  danger :  but  this 
tie  was  no  sooner  broken  than  they  flew  asunder,  and 
each  resumed  its  original  bias.  Their  mutual  jealousy 
and  rancour  revived,  and  was  heated  by  dispute  into 
intemperate  zeal  and  enthusiasm.  Those  who  at  first 
acted  from  principles  of  patriotism  were  insensibly 
warmed  into  partisans;  and  King  William  soon  found 
himself  at  the  head  of  a  faction.  As  he  had  been  bred 
a  Calvinist,  and  always  expressed  an  abhorrence  of  spiri- 
tual persecution,  the  presbyterians,  and  other  Protestant 
dissenters,  considered  him  as  their  peculiar  protector,  and 
entered  into  his  interests  with  the  most  zealous  fervour 
and  assiduity.  For  the  same  reasons,  the  friends  of  the 
church  became  jealous  of  his  proceedings,  and  employed 
all  their  influence,  first  in  opposing  his  elevation  to  the 
throne,  and  afterwards  in  thwarting  his  measures.  Their 
party  was  espoused  by  all  the  friends  of  the  lineal  suc- 
cession ;  by  the  Roman  Catholics ;  by  those  whj)  were 
personally  attached  to  the  late  king;  and  by  such  as 
were  disgusted  by  the  conduct  and  personal  deportment 
of  William  since  his  arrival  in  England.  They  observed, 
that,  contrary  to  his  declaration,  he  had  plainly  aspired 
to  the  crown ;  and  treated  his  father-in-law  with  inso- 
lence and  rigour :  that  his  army  contained  a  number  of 
foreign  Papists,  almost  equal  to  that  of  the  English 
Roman  Catholics  whom  James  had  employed  :  that  the 
reports  so  industriously  circulated  about  the  birth  of  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  the  treaty  with  France  for  enslaving 
England,  and  the  murder  of  the  Earl  of  Essex,  reports 
countenanced  by  the  Prince  of  Orange,  now  appeared 
to  be  without  foundation :  that  the  Dutch  troopg  re- 
mained in  London,  while  the  English  forces  were  dis- 
tributed in  remote  quarters:  that  the  prince  declared 
the  first  should  be  kept  about  his  person,  and  the  latter 
sent  to  Ireland  :  that  the  two  Houses,  out  of  complaisance 
to  William,  had  denied  their  late  sovereign  the  justice 
of  being  heard  in  his  own  defence :  and,  that  the  Dutch 
had  lately  interfered  with  the  trade  of  London,  which 
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CHAP,  was  already  sensibly  diminished.  These  were  the  sources 
.  ^;  .  of  discontent,  swelled  up  by  the  resentment  of  some 
1689.  noblemen,  and  other  individuals,  disappointed  in  their 
hopes  of  profit  and  preferment. 
Account  of  William  besfan  his  reiffn  with  a  proclamation,  for  con- 
nistry.  firming  all  Protestants  in  the  offices  which  they  en- 
Somers's    loved  ou  the  first  day  of  December :  then  he  chose  the 

Collection.  *'*^,  /.,.  •ii_  iixi^i.* 

Reresby.  members  of  his  council,  who  were  generally  stanch  to  his 
Burnet,  interest,  except  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  and  the 
Earl  of  Nottingham",  and  these  were  admitted  in  com- 
plaisance to  the  church-party,  which  it  was  not  thought 
advisable  to  provoke.  Nottingham  and  Shrewsbury 
were  appointed  secretaries  of  state :  the  privy-seal  was 
bestowed  upon  the  Marquis  of  Halifax :  the  Earl  of 
Danby  was  created  president  of  the  council.  These  two 
noblemen  enjoyed  a  good  share  of  the  king's  confidence, 
and  Nottingham  was  considerable,  as  head  of  the  church- 
party  :  but  the  chief  favourite  was  Bentinck,  first  com- 
moner on  the  list  of  privy  counsellors,  as  well  as  groom 
of  the  stole  and  privy  purse.  D'Auverquerque  was 
made  master  of  the  horse,  Zuylestein  of  the  robes,  and 
Schomberg  of  the  ordnance  :  the  treasury,  admiralty,  and 
chancery  were  put  in  commission ;  twelve  able  judges 
were  chosen  ^ ;  and  the  diocese  of  Salisbury  being  vacated 
by  the  death  of  Dr.  Ward,  the  king,  of  his  own  free 
motion,  filled  it  with  Burnet,  who  had  been  a  zealous 
stickler  for  his  interest;  and,  in  a  particular  manner, 
instrumental  in  effecting  the  revolution.  Sancroft,  Arch- 
bishop of  Canterbury,  reftised  to  consecrate  this  eccle- 
siastic, though  the  reasons  of  his  refusal  are  not  spe- 
cified ;  but,  being  afraid  of  incurring  the  penalties  of  a 
praemunire,  he  granted  a  commission  to  the  Bishop  of 
London,  and  three  other  suffragans,  to  perform  that 
ceremony.  Burnet  was  a  prelate  of  some  parts,  and  great 
industry ;  moderate  in  his  notions  of  church-discipline, 

*  The  council  consisted  of  the  Prince  of  Denmark,  the  Archbishop  of  Canter- 
bury, the  Duke  of  Norfolk,  the  Marquisses  of  Halifax  and  Winchester,  the  Elarls 
of  Danby,  Lindsey,  Devonshire,  Dorset,  Middlesex,  Oxford,  Shrewsbury,  Bedford, 
Bath,  Macclesfield,  and  Nottingham  ;  the  Viscounts  Fauconberg,  Mordaunt,  New- 
port, Lumley  ;  the  Lords  Wharton,  Montagu,  Delamere,  Churchill  ;  Mr.  Ben- 
tinck, Mr.  Sidney,  Sir  Robert  Howard,  Sir  Henry  Capel,  Mr.  Powle,  Mr.  Russel, 
Mr.  Hambden,  and  Mr.  Boscawen. 

*>  Sir  John  Holt  was  appointed  lord  chief  justice  of  the  King's  Bench,  and  Sir 
Henry  Pollexfen  of  the  Common  Pleas  :  the  Earl  of  Devonshire  was  made  lord 
steward  of  the  household,  and  the  Earl  of  Dorset  lord  chamberlain. — Ralph. 
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inquisitive,  meddling,  vain,  and  credulous.     In  conse- 
quence of  having  incurred  the  displeasure  of  the  late 
king,  he  had  retired  to  the  continent,  and  fixed  his  re-     ^^^• 
sidence  in  Holland,  M^here  he  M^as  naturalized,  and  at- 
tached himself  to  the  interest  of  the  Prince  of  Orange, 
who  consulted  him  about  the  affairs  of  England.     He 
assisted  in  drawing  up  the  prince's  manifesto,  and  wrote 
some  other  papers  and  pamphlets  in  defence  of  his  design. 
He  was  demanded  of  the  States,  by  the  English  ambassa- 
dor, as  a  British  fugitive,  outlawed  by  King  James,  and 
excepted  in  the  act  of  indemnity  :  nevertheless,  he  came 
over  with  William,  in  quality  of  his  chaplain ;  and,  by 
his  intrigues,  contributed  in  some  measure  to  the  success 
of  that  expedition.     The  principal  individuals  that  com- 
posed this  ministry  have  been  characterized  in  the  history 
of  the  preceding  reigns.    We  have  had  occasion  to  men- 
tion the  fine  talents,  the  vivacity,  the  flexibility  of  Hali- 
.  fax ;  the  plausibility,  the  enterprising  genius,  the  ob- 
stinacy of  Danby  ;  the  pompous  eloquence,  the  warmth, 
and  ostentation  of  Nottingham ;  the  probity  and  popu- 
larity of  Shrewsbury.     Godolphin,  now  brought  into  the 
treasury,   was  modest,    silent,    sagacious,   and   upright. 
Mordaunt,  appointed  first  commissioner  of  that  board, 
and  afterwards  created  Earl  of  Monmouth,  was  open, 
generous,  and  a  republican  in  his  principles.     Delamere, 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  promoted  in  the  sequel  to 
the  rank  of  Earl  of  Warrington,  was  close  and  mercenary. 
Obsequiousness,  fidelity,  and  attachment  to  his  master, 
composed  the  character  of  Bentinck,  whom  the  king 
raised  to  the  dignity  of  Earl  of  Portland.     The  English 
favourite,  Sidney,  was  a  man  of  wit  and  pleasure,  pos- 
sessed of  the  most  engaging  talents  for  conversation  and 
private  friendship,  but  rendered  unfit  for  public  business 
by  indolence  and  inattention.     He  was  ennobled,  and 
afterwards  created  Earl  of  Romney ;  a  title  which  he 
enjoyed  with  several  successive  posts  of  profit  and  im- 
portance.    The  stream  of  honour  and  preferment  ran 
strong  in  favour  of  the  whigs,  and  this  appearance  of 
partiality  confirmed  the  suspicion  and  resentment  of  the 
opposite  party. 

The  first  resolution  taken  in  the  new  council  was  to  The  con- 
convert  the  convention  into  a  Parliament,  that  the  new  convened 
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settlement  might  be  strengthened  by  a  legal  sanction, 
which  was  now  supposed  to  be  wanting,  as  the  assembly 
had  not  been  convoked  by  the  king's  writ  of  summons. 
The  experiment  of  a  new  election  was  deemed  too 
hazardous ;  therefore,  the  council  determined  that  the 
king  should,  by  virtue  of  his  own  authority,  change  the 
convention  into  a  Parliament,  by  going  to  the  House  of 
Peers  with  the  usual  state  of  a  sovereign,  and  pronouncing 
a  speech  from  the  throne  to  both  houses.  This  expedient 
was  accordingly  practised  °.     He  assured  them  he  should 

*  This  expedient  was  attended  with  an  unsurmountable  absurdity.     If  the  ma- 
jority of  the  convention  could  not  grant  a  legal  sanction  to  the  establishment  they 
had  made,  they  could  never  invest  the  Prince  of  Orange  with  a  just  right  to  ascend 
the  throne  ;  for  they  could  not  give  what  they  had  no  right  to  bestow  ;  and  if  he 
ascended  the  throne  without  a  just  title,  he  could  have  no  right  to  sanctify  that 
assembly  to  which  he  owed  his  elevation.  When  the  people  are  obliged,  by  tyranny 
or  other  accidents,  to  have  recourse  to  the  first  principles  of  society,  namely,  their 
own  preservation,  in  electing  a  new  sovereign,  it  will  deserve  consideration,  whether 
that  choice  is  to  be  effected  by  the  majority  of  a  Parliament  which  has  been  dis- 
solved, indeed  by  any  ParUament  whatsoever,  or  by  the  body  of  the  nation,  as- 
sembled in  communities,  corporations,  by  tribes,  or  centuries,  to  signify  their 
assent  or  dissent  with  respect  to  the  person  proposed  as  their  sovereign.     This 
kind  of  election  might  be  attended  with  great  inconvenience  and  difficulty,  but 
these  cannot  possibly  be  avoided  when  the  constitution  is  dissolved  by  setting  aside 
the  lineal  succession  to  the  throne.     The  constitution  of  England  is  founded  on  a 
Parliament  consisting  of  King,  Lords,  and  Commons:  but  when  there  is  no  longer 
a  king,  the  Parliament  is  defective,  and  the  constitution  impaired  ;  the  members 
of  the  Lower  House  are  the  representatives  of  the  people,  expressly  chosen  to 
maintain  the  constitution  in  church  and  state,  and  sworn  to  support  the  rights  of 
the  crown,  as  well  as  the  liberties  of  the  nation  ;  but  though  they  are  elected  to 
maintain,  they  have  no  power  to  alter  the  constitution.  When  the  king  forfeits  the 
allegiance  of  his  subjects,  and  it  becomes  necessary  to  dethrone  him,  the  power  of 
so  doing  cannot  possibly  reside  in  the  representatives  who  are  chosen,  uuder  certain 
limitations,  for  the  purposes  of  a  legislature  which  no  longer  exists  ;  their  power 
is  of  course  at  an  end,  and  they  are  reduced  to  a  level  with  other  individuals  that 
constitute  the  community.     The  right  of  altering  the  constitution,  therefore,  or  of 
deviating  from  the  established  practice  of  inheritance  in  regard  to  the  succession 
of  the  crown,  is  inherent  in  the  body  of  the  people,  and  every  individual  has  an 
equal  right  to  his  share  in  the  general  determination,  whether  his  opinion  be  sig- 
nified viva  voce,  or  by  a  representative  whom  he  appoints  and  instructs  for  the  pur- 
pose.    It  may  be  suggested,  that  the  Prince  of  Orange  was  raised  to  the  throne 
without  any  convulsion,  or  any  such  difilculties  and  inconveniences  as  we  have  as- 
sumed to  be  the  necessary  consequences  of  a  measure  of  that  nature.     To  this 
remark  we  answer,  that  since  the  Revolution,  these  kingdoms  have  been  divided 
and  harassed  by  violent  and  implacable  factions,  that  eagerly  seek  the  destruction 
of  each  other  :  that  they  have  been  exposed  to  plots,  conspiracies,  insurrections, 
civil  wars,  and  successive  rebellions,  which  have  not  been  defeated  and  quelled 
without  vast  effusion  of  blood,  infinite  mischief,  calamity,  and  expense  to  the 
nation  ;  that  they  are  still  subjected  to  all  those  alarms  and  dangers  which  are 
engendered  by  a  disputed  title  to  the  throne,  and  the  efforts  of  an  artful  pretender; 
that  they  are  necessarily  wedded  to  the  affairs  of  the  continent,  and  their  interests 
sacrificed  to  foreign  connexions,  from  which  they  can  never  be  disengaged.  Perhaps 
all  these  calamities  might  have  been  prevented  by  the  interposition  of  the  Prince 
of  Orange.     King  James,  without  forfeiting  the  crown,  might  have  been  laid  under 
such  restrictions  that  it  would  not  have  been  in  his  power  to  tyrannize  over  his 
subjects  either  in  spirituals  or  temporals.     The  power  of  the  militia  might  have 
been  vested  in  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament,  as  well  as  the  nomination  of  persons 
to  fill  the  great  offices  of  the  church  and  state,  and  superintend  the  economy  of 
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never  take  any  step  that  would  diminish  the  good  opinion  chap. 
they  had  conceived  of  his  integrity.  He  told  them  that  v_^;_ 
Holland  was  in  such  a  situation  as  required  their  imme-  ^^^• 
diate  attention  and  assistance ;  that  the  posture  of  afiairs 
at  home  likewise  demanded  their  serious  consideration ; 
that  a  good  settlement  was  necessary,  not  only  for  the 
establishment  of  domestic  peace,  but  also  for  the  support 
of  the  Protestant  interest  abroad  :  that  the  affairs  of  Ire- 
land were  too  critically  situated  to  admit  of  the  least 
delay  in  their  deliberations :  he,  therefore,  begged  they 
would  be  speedy  and  effectual  in  concerting  such  mea- 
sures as  should  be  judged  indispensably  necessary  for  the 
welfare  of  the  nation.  The  Commons  returning  to  their 
House,  immediately  passed  a  vote  of  thanks  to  hismajesty, 
and  made  an  order  that  his  speech  should  be  taken  into 
consideration.  After  the  throne  had  been  declared  va- 
cant by  a  small  majority  of  the  peers,  those  who  opposed 
that  measure  had  gradually  withdrawn  themselves  from 
the  House,  so  that  very  few  remained  but  such  as  were 
devoted  to  the  new  monarch.  These,  therefore,  brought 
in  a  bill  for  preventing  all  disputes  concerning  the  pre- 
sent Parliament.  In  the  mean  time,  Mr.  Hambden,  in  the 
Lower  House,  put  the  question.  Whether  a  king  elected 
by  the  Lords  spiritual  and  temporal,  and  the  Commons  as- 
sembled at  Westminster,  coming  to  and  consulting  with 
the  said  Lords  and  Commons,  did  not  make  as  complete  a 
Parliament,  and  legislative  power  and  authority,  as  if  the 
said  king  should  cause  new  elections  to  be  made  by  writ  ? 
Many  members  affirmed,  that  the  king's  writ  was  as  ne- 
cessary as  his  presence  to  the  being  of  a  legal  Parliament, 
and,  as  the  convention  was  defective  in  this  particular,  it 
could  not  be  vested  with  a  parliamentary  authority  by 
any  management  whatsoever.  The  whigs  replied,  That 
the  essence  of  a  Parliament  consisted  in  the  meeting  and 
co-operation  of  the  King,  Lords,  and  Commons ;  and  that 
it  was  not  material  whether  they  were  convoked  by  writ 
or  by  letter:   they  proved  this  assertion  by  examples 

the  administration,  in  the  application  of  the  public  money  :  a  law  might  have  been 
passed  for  annual  Parliaments,  and  the  king  might  have  been  deprived  of  his  power 
to  convoke,  adjourn,  prorogue,,  and  dissolve  them  at  his  pleasure.  Had  these 
measures  been  taken,  the  king  must  have  been  absolutely  disabled  from  employing 
either  force  or  corruption  in  the  prosecution  of  arbitrary  designs,  and  the  people 
must  have  been  fairly  represented  in  a  rotation  of  Parliaments,  whose  power  and 
influence  would  have  been  but  of  one  year's  duration. 
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CHAP,  deduced  from  the  history  of  England:  they  observed, 
,  ^;  .  that  a  new  election  would  be  attended  with  great  trou- 
1689.  ble,  expense,  and  loss  of  time ;  and  that  such  delay  might 
prove  fatal  to  the  Protestant  interest  in  Ireland,  as  well 
as  to  the  allies  on  the  continent.  In  the  midst  of  this 
debate,  the  bill  was  brought  down  from  the  Lords,  and 
being  read,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  make  some 
amendments.  These  were  no  sooner  made  than  the 
Commons  sent  it  back  to  the  Upper  House,  and  it  imme- 
diately received  the  royal  assent.  By  this  act,  the  Lords 
and  Commons,  assembled  at  Westminster,  were  declared 
the  two  Houses  of  Parliament  to  all  intents  and  purposes: 
it  likewise  ordained.  That  the  present  act,  and  all  other 
acts  to  which  the  royal  assent  should  be  given  before  the 
next  prorogation,  should  be  understood  and  adjudged  in 
law  to  begin  on  the  thirteenth  day  of  February :  that 
the  members,  instead  of  the  old  oaths  of  allegiance  and 
supremacy,  should  take  the  new  oath  incorporated  in  this 
act  under  the  ancient  penalty;  and,  that  the  present 
Parliament  should  be  dissolved  in  the  usual  manner. 
Immediately  after  this  transaction,  a  warm  debate  arose 
in  the  House  of  Commons  about  the  revenue  which  the 
courtiers  alleged  had  devolved  with  the  crown  upon  Wil- 
liam, at  least  during  the  life  of  James ;  for  which  term 
the  greater  part  of  it  had  been  granted.  The  members 
in  the  opposition  affirmed,  that  these  grants  were  vacated 
with  the  throne ;  and  at  length  it  was  voted.  That  the 
revenue  had  expired.  Then  a  motion  was  made,  That  a 
revenue  should  be  settled  on  the  king. and  queen;  and 
the  House  resolved  it  should  be  taken  into  consideration. 
While  they  deliberated  on  this  affair,  they  received  a 
message  from  his  majesty,  importing  that  the  late  king 
had  set  sail  from  Brest  with  an  armament  to  invade  Ire- 
land. They  forthwith  resolved  to  assist  his  majesty  with 
their  lives  and  fortunes :  they  voted  a  temporary  aid  of 
four  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  pounds,  to  be  levied 
by  monthly  assessments  ;  and  both  Houses  waited  on  the 
king  to  signify  this  resolution.  But  this  unanimity  did 
not  take  place,  till  several  lords  spiritual  as  well  as  tem- 
poral had,  rather  than  take  the  oaths,  absented  themselves 
from  Parliament.  The  nonjuring  prelates  were  Sancroft, 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury ;  Turner,  Bishop  of  Ely ;  Lake, 
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of  Chichester ;  Ken,   of  Bath  and  Wells ;  White,   of   chap. 

Peterborough ;  Lloyd,  of  Norwich  ;  Thomas,  of  Worces-  ^ '. » 

ter ;  and  Frampton,  of  Gloucester.  The  temporal  peers  ^^^• 
who  refused  the  oath  were  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  the 
Earls  of  Clarendon,  Lichfield,  Exeter,  Yarmouth,  and 
Stafford ;  the  Lords  GriflBn  and  Stawel.  Five  of  the 
bishops  withdrew  themselves  from  the  House  at  one  time; 
but,  before  they  retired,  one  of  the  number  moved  for  a 
bill  of  toleration,  and  another  of  comprehension,  by  which 
moderate  dissenters  might  be  reconciled  to  the  church, 
and  admitted  into  ecclesiastical  benefices.  Such  bills 
were  actually  prepared  and  presented  by  the  Earl  of  Not- 
tingham, who  received  the  thanks  of  the  House  for  the 
pains  he  had  taken.  From  this  period,  the  party  averse 
to  the  government  of  William  were  distinguished  by  the 
appellation  of  Non-jurors.  They  rejected  the  notion  of 
a  king  de  facto,  as  well  as  all  other  distinctions  and  limi- 
tations ;  and  declared  for  the  absolute  power,  and  divine 
hereditary  indefeasible  right  of  sovereigns. 

This  faction  had  already  begun  to  practise  against  the  Mutiny  ia 
new  government.  The  king  having  received  some  inti-  *^®  *™^* 
mation  of  their  designs  from  intercepted  letters,  ordered 
the  Earl  of  Arran,  Sir  Robert  Hamilton,  and  some  other 
gentlemen  of  the  Scottish  nation,  to  be  apprehended  and 
sent  prisoners  to  the  Tower.  Then  he  informed  the  two 
Houses  of  the  step  he  had  taken,  and  even  craved  their 
advice  with  regard  to  his  conduct  in  such  a  delicate 
affeir,  which  had  compelled  him  to  trespass  upon  the  law 
of  England.  The  Lords  thanked  him  for  the  care  he 
took  of  their  liberties,  and  desired  he  would  secure  all 
disturbers  of  the  peace :  but  the  Commons  empowered 
him  by  a  bill  to  dispense  with  the  habeas-corpus  act  till 
the  seventeenth  day  of  April  next  ensuing.  This  was  a 
stretch  of  confidence  in  the  crown  which  had  not  been 
made  in  favour  of  the  late  king,  even  while  Argyle  and 
Monmouth  were  in  open  rebellion.  A  spirit  of  discon- 
tent had  by  this  time  diffused  itself  through  the  army, 
and  become  so  formidable  to  the  court,  that  the  king 
^^solved  to  detain  the  Dutch  troops  in  England,  and 
send  over  to  Holland  in  their  room  such  regiments  as 
were  most  tinctured  with  disaffection.  Of  these  the 
Scottish  regiment  of  Dumbarton,  commanded  by  Mare- 
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CHAP,  schal  Schomberg,  mutinied  on  its  march  to  Ipswich, 
V  ^;  ,  seized  the  military  chest,  disarmed  the  officers  who  op- 
1689.  posed  their  design,  declared  for  King  James,  and  with 
four  pieces  of  cannon  began  their  march  for  Scotland. 
William,  being  informed  of  this  revolt,  ordered  General 
Ginckel  to  pursue  them  with  three  regiments  of  Dutch 
dragoons,  and  the  mutineers  surrendered  at  discretion. 
As  the  delinquents  were  natives  of  Scotland,  which  had 
not  yet  submitted  in  form  to  the  new  government,  the 
king  did  not  think  proper  to  punish  them  as  rebels,  but 
ordered  them  to  proceed  for  Holland,  according  to  his 
first  intention.  Though  this  attempt  proved  abortive,  it 
made  a  strong  impression  upon  the  ministry,  who  were 
divided  among  themselves,  and  wavered  in  their  prin-* 
ciples.  However,  they  seized  this  opportunity  to  bring 
in  a  bill  for  punishing  mutiny  and  desertion,  which  in  a 
little  time  passed  both  Houses,  and  received  the  royal 
assent. 
Thecoro-  The  corouatiou  oath"*  being  altered  and  explained, 
^^mion'^f  that  ceremony  was  performed  on  the  eleventh  day  of 
hearth-  April,  the  Bishop  of  London  officiating  at  the  king's  de- 
money.  ^.^^^  .^  ^^^  Toom  of  the  metropolitan,  who  was  a  male- 
content  ;  and  next  day  the  Commons,  in  a  body,  waited 
on  the  king  and  queen  at  Whitehall,  with  an  address  of 
congratulation.  William,  with  a  view  to  conciliate  the 
affection  of  his  new  subjects,  and  check  the  progress  of 
clamour  and  discontent,  signified,  in  a  solemn  message  to 
the  House  of  Commons,  his  readiness  to  acquiesce  in  any 
measure  they  should  think  proper  to  take  for  a  new  re- 
gulation or  total  suppression  of  the  hearth-money,  which 
he  understood  was  a  grievous  imposition  on  his  subjects; 

^  The  new  form  of  the  coronation  oath  consisted  in  the  following  questions  and 
answers :  *'  Will  you  solemnly  promise  and  swear  to  govern  the  people  of  this  king- 
dom of  England,  and  the  dominions  thereto  belonging,  according;  to  the  statutes  in 
Parliament  agreed  on^  and  the  laws  and  customs  of  the  same  1 

"  I  solemnly  promise  so  to  do." 

"Will  you,  to  the  utmost  of  your  power,  cause  law  and  justice  in  mercy  to  be 
executed  in  all  your  judgments !"  "  I  will." — "  Will  you,  to  the  utmost  of  your 
power,  maintain  the  laws  of  God,  the  true  profession  of  the  Gospel,  and  the  Pro- 
testant reformed  religion  as  by  law  established  )  and  will  you  preserve  unto  the 
bishops  and  clergy  of  this  realm,  and  to  the  churches  committed  to  their  charge,  all 
such  rights  and  privileges  as,  by  law,  do  or  shall  appertain  unto  them,  or  any  of 
them  ?" 

"  All  this  I  promise  to  do." 

Then  the  king  or  queen,  laying  his  or  her  hand  upon  the  Gospels,  shall  say,  **  The 
things  which  I  have  here  before  promised  I  will  perform  and  keep.  So  help  me 
God." 
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and  this  tax  was  afterwards  abolished.    He  was  gratified    chap. 

with  an  address  of  thanks,  couched  in  the  warmest  ex-  , ][ , 

pressions  of  duty,  gratitude,  and  affection,  declaring  they     1689. 
would  take  such  measures  in  support  of  his  crown,  as 
would  convince  the  world  that  he  reigned  in  the  hearts 
of  his  people. 

He  had,  in  his  answer  to  their  former  address,  assured  The  Com- 
them  of  his  constant  regard  to  the  rights  and  prosperity  ™8um^of^ 
of  the  nation:  he  had  explained  the  exhausted  state  of  the  ™^°®y  ^ 
Dutch ;  expatiated  upon  the  zeal  of  that  republic  for  the  Se^Dutch. 
interest  of  Britain,  as  well  as  the  maintenance  of  the 
Protestant  religion;  and  expressed  his  hope  that  the 
English  Parliament  would  not  only  repay  the  sums  they 
had  expended  in  his  expedition,  but  likewise  further 
support  them  to  the  utmost  of  their  ability  against  the 
common  enemies  of  their  liberties  and  religion.  He  had 
observed  that  a  considerable  army  and  fleet  would  be 
necessary  for  the  reduction  of  Ireland,  and  the  protection 
of  Britain ;  and  he  desired  they  would  settle  the  revenue 
in  such  a  manner,  that  it  might  be  collected  without 
difficulty  and  dispute.  The  sum  total  of  the  money 
expended  by  the  States-general  in  William's  expedi- 
tion amounted  to  seven  millions  of  guilders,  and  the 
Commons  granted  six  hundred  thousand  pounds  for  the 
discharge  of  this  debt,  incurred  for  the  preservation  of 
their  rights  and  religion.  They  voted  funds  for  raising 
and  maintaining  an  army  of  two-and-twenty  thousand 
men,  as  well  as  for  equipping  a  numerous  fleet :  but,  they 
provided  for  no  more  than  half  a  year's  subsistence  of 
the  troops,  hoping  the  reduction  of  Ireland  might  be 
finished  in  that  term ;  and  this  instance  of  frugality  the 
king  considered  as  a  mark  of  their  diffidence  of  his  ad- 
ministration. The  whigs  were  resolved  to  supply  him 
gradually,  that  he  might  be  the  more  dependent  upon 
their  zeal  and  attachment :  but  he  was  not  at  all  pleased 
with  their  precaution. 

William  was  naturally  biassed  to  Calvinism,  and  averse  wmiam's 
to  persecution.     Whatever  promises  he  had  made,  and  favour  of 
whatever  sentiments  of  respect  he  had  entertained  for  *^®  ^^- 
the  church  of  England,  he  seemed  now  in  a  great  measure 
alienated  from  it,  by  the  opposition  he  had  met  with  from 
its  members,  particularly  from  the  bishops,  who   had 
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CHAP,    thwarted  his  measures.     By  absenting  themselves  from 

, ]' ,  Parliament,  and  refusing  the  oath,  they  had  plainly  dis- 

1689.  owned  his  title,  and  renounced  his  government.  He  there- 
fore resolved  to  mortify  the  church,  and  gratify  his  own 
friends  at  the  same  time,  by  removing  the  obstacles  affixed 
to  nonconformity,  that  all  Protestant  dissenters  should  be 
rendered  capable  of  enjoying  and  exercising  civil  employ- 
ments. When  he  gave  his  assent  to  the  bill  for  suspend- 
ing the  habeaS'Corpus  act,  he  recommended  the  establish- 
ment of  a  new  oath  in  lieu  of  those  of  allegiance  and 
supremacy :  he  expressed  his  hope  that  they  would  leave 
room  for  the  admission  of  all  his  Protestant  subjects 
who  should  be  found  qualified  for  the  service ;  he  said, 
such  a  conjunction  would  unite  them  the  more  firmly 
among  themselves,  and  strengthen  them  against  their 
common  adversaries.  In  consequence  of  this  hint  a 
clause  was  inserted  in  the  bill  for  abrogating  the  old  and 
appointing  the  new  oaths,  by  which  the  sacramental  test 
was  declared  unnecessary  in  rendering  any  person  capable 
of  enjoying  any  office  or  employment.  It  was,  however, 
rejected  by  a  great  majority  in  the  House  of  Lords. 
Another  clause  for  the  same  purpose,  though  in  different 
terms,  was  proposed  by  the  king's  direction,  and  met 
with  the  same  fate,  though  in  both  cases  several  noble- 
men entered  a  protest  against  the  resolution  of  the  House. 
These  fruitless  efforts,  in  favour  of  dissenters,  augmented 
the  prejudice  of  the  churchmen  against  King  William, 
who  would  have  willingly  compromised  the  difference, 
by  excusing  the  clergy  from  the  oaths,  provided  the  dis- 
senters might  be  exempted  from  the  sacramental  test : 
but  this  was  deemed  the  chief  bulwark  of  the  church, 
and  therefore  the  proposal  was  rejected.  The  church- 
party  in  the  House  of  Lords  moved,  that  instead  of  in- 
serting a  clause,  obliging  the  clergy  to  take  the  oaths, 
the  king  should  be  empowered  to  tender  them ;  and,  in 
case  of  their  refusal,  they  should  incur  the  penalty,  be- 
cause deprivation,  or  the  apprehensions  of  it,  might  make 
them  desperate,  and  excite  them  to  form  designs  against 
the  government.  This  argument  had  no  w^eight  with  the 
Commons,  who  thought  it  was  indispensably  necessary 
to  exact  the  oaths  of  the  clergy,  as  their  example  influ- 
enced the  kingdom  in  general,  and  the  youth  of  the 
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nation  were  formed  under  their  instruction.     After  a    chap. 

long  and  warm  debate,  all  the  mitigation  that  could  be ^'  '  . 

obtained  was  a  clause,  empowering  the  king  to  indulge  ^^^' 
any  twelve  clergymen,  deprived  by  virtue  of  this  act, 
with  a  third  part  of  their  benefices  during  pleasure.  Thus 
the  ancient  oaths  of  allegiance  and  supremacy  were  abro- 
gated :  the  declaration  of  non-resistance  in  the  act  of 
uniformity  was  repealed :  the  new  oath  of  allegiance  was 
reduced  to  its  primitive  simplicity,  and  the  coronation 
oath  rendered  more  explicit.  The  clergy  were  enjoined 
to  take  the  new  oaths  before  the  first  day  of  August,  on 
pain  of  being  suspended  from  their  office  for  six  months, 
and  of  entire  deprivation,  in  case  they  should  not  take 
them  before  the  expiration  of  this  term.  They  generally 
complied,  though  with  such  reservations  and  distinctions 
as  were  not  much  for  the  honour  of  their  sincerity. 

The  king,  though  baffled  in  his  design  against  the  Act  for  a 
sacramental  test,  resolved  to  indulge  the  dissenters  with  *<*^®"^**^°- 
a  toleration ;  and  a  bill  for  this  purpose  being  prepared 
by  the  Earl  of  Nottingham,  was,  after  some  debate, 
passed  into  a  law,  under  the  title  of  an  act  for  exempt- 
ing their  majesties'  Protestant  subjects,  dissenting  from 
the  church  of  England,  from  the  penalties  of  certain  laws. 
It  enacted.  That  none  of  the  penal  laws  should  be  con- 
strued to  extend  to  those  dissenters  who  should  take  the 
oaths  to  the  present  government,  and  subscribe  the  de- 
claration of  the  thirtieth  year  of  the  reign  of  Charles  II., 
provided  that  they  should  hold  no  private  assemblies  or 
conventicles  with  the  doors  shut ;  that  nothing  should  be 
construed  to  exempt  them  from  the  payment  of  tithes, 
or  other  parochial  duties  :  that,  in  case  of  being  chosen 
into  the  office  of  constable,  churchwarden,  overseer,  &c., 
and  of  scrupling  to  take  the  oaths  annexed  to  such  offices, 
they  should  be  allowed  to  execute  the  employment  by 
deputy :  that  the  preachers  and  teachers  in  congregations 
of  dissenting  Protestants,  who  should  take  the  oaths,  sub- 
scribe the  declaration,  together  with  all  the  articles  of 
religion,  except  the  thirty- fourth  and  the  two  succeeding 
articles,  and  part  of  the  twentieth,  should  be  exempted 
from  the  penalties  decreed  against  nonconformists,  as 
well  as  from  serving  upon  juries,  or  acting  in  parish 
offices :  yet  all  justices  of  the  peace  were  empowered  to 
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CHAP,    require  such  dissenters  to  subscribe  the  declaration,  and 
.     \'     .  take  the  oaths ;  and,  in  case  of  refusal,  to  commit  them 
1689.     to  prison,  without  bail  or  mainprize.     The  same  indul- 
gence was  extended  to  anabaptists,  and  even  to  quakers, 
on  their  solemn  promise,  before  God,  to  be  faithful  to 
the  king  and  queen,  and  their  assenting  by  profession 
and  asseveration  to  those  articles  which  the  others  rati- 
fied upon  oath :  they  were  likewise  required  to  profess 
their  belief  in  the  Trinity  and  the  Holy  Scriptures.  Even 
the  Papists  felt  the  benign  influence  of  William's  mode- 
ration in  spiritual  matters:  he  rejected  the  proposal  of 
some  zealots,  who  exhorted  him  to  enact  severe  laws 
against  popish  recusants.     Such  a  measure,  he  observed, 
would  alienate  all  the  Papists  of  Europe  from  the  inte- 
rests of  England,  and  might  produce  a  new  Catholic 
league,  which  would  render  the  war  a  religious  quarrel : 
besides,  he  could  not  pretend  to  screen  the  Protestants 
of  Germany  and  Hungary,  while  he  himself  should  per- 
secute the  Catholics  of  England.     He  therefore  resolved 
to  treat  them  with  lenity ;  and  though  they  were  not 
comprehended  in  the  act,  they  enjoyed  the  benefit  of  the 
toleration, 
vioientdis-      We  liave  observed,  that,  in  consequence  of  the  motion 
S^e  wn  fo^  made  by  the  bishops  when  they  withdrew  from  Parlia- 
a  compre-  meut,  a  bill  was  brouofht  into  the  House  of  Lords  for 

bciision 

uniting  their  majesties'  Protestant  subjects.  This  was 
extremely  agreeable  to  the  king,  who  had  the  scheme  of 
comprehension  very  much  at  heart.  In  the  progress  of 
the  bill  a  warm  debate  arose  about  the  posture  of  kneel- 
ing at  the  sacrament,  which  was  given  up  in  favour  of 
the  dissenters.  Another,  no  less  violent,  ensued  upon 
the  subsequent  question,  "  Whether  there  should  be  an 
addition  of  laity  in  the  commission  to  be  given  by  the 
king  to  the  bishops  and  others  of  the  clergy,  for  prepar- 
ing such  a  reformation  of  ecclesiastical  affairs  as  might 
be  the  means  of  healing  divisions,  and  correcting  what- 
ever might  be  erroneous  or  defective  in  the  constitution." 
A  great  number  of  the  temporal  lords  insisted  warmly 
on  this  addition,  and  when  it  was  rejected,  four  peers 
entered  a  formal  protest.  Bishop  Burnet  was  a  warm 
stickler  for  the  exclusion  of  the  laity ;  and,  in  all  proba- 
bility, manifested  this  warmth  in  hopes  of  ingratiating 


summon  a 
convoca- 
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himself  with  his  brethren,  among  whom  his  character    chap. 

was  very  far  from  being  popular.     But  the  merit  of  this  v ^l , 

sacrifice  was  destroyed  by  the  arguments  he  had  used  for     ^^^^* 
dispensing  with  the  posture  of  kneeling  at  the  sacrament ; 
and  by  his  proposing,  in  another  proviso  of  the  bill,  that 
the  subscribers,  instead  of  expressing  assent  and  consent, 
should  only  submit  with  a  promise  of  conformity. 

The  bill  was  with  difficulty  passed  in  the  House  ofTheCom- 
Lords:  but  the  Commons  treated  it  with  neglect.  By  ^^"3*^6 
this  time,  a  great  number  of  malecontent  members,  who  k»ng  to 
bad  retired  from  Parliament,  were  returned,  with  a  view 
to  thwart  the  administration,  though  they  could  not  pre-  tion  of  the 
vent  the  settlement.  Instead  of  proceeding  with  the  ^  ^^^' 
bill,  they  presented  an  address  to  the  king,  thanking  him 
for  his  gracious  declaration,  and  repeated  assurances,  that 
be  would  maintain  the  church  of  EnglancJ  as  by  law 
established ;  a  church  whose  doctrine  and  practice  had 
evinced  its  loyalty  beyond  all  contradiction.  They  like- 
wise humbly  besought  his  majesty  to  issue  writs  for  call- 
ing a  convocation  of  the  clergy,  to  be  consulted  in  eccle- 
siastical matters,  according  to  the  ancient  usage  of  Par- 
liaments ;  and  they  declared  they  would  forthwith  take 
into  consideration  proper  methods  for  giving  ease  to 
Protestant  dissenters.  Though  the  king  was  displeased 
at  this  address,  in  which  the  Lords  also  had  concurred,  he 
returned  a  civil  answer  by  the  mouth  of  the  Earl  of 
Nottingham,  professing  his  regard  for  the  church  of 
England,  which  should  always  be  his  peculiar  care,  recom- 
mending the  dissenters  to  their  protection,  and  promising 
to  summon  a  convocation  as  soon  as  such  a  measure 
should  be  convenient.  This  message  produced  no  effect 
in  favour  of  the  bill,  which  lay  neglected  on  the  table. 
Those  who  moved  for  it  had  no  other  view  than  that  of 
displaying  their  moderation ;  and  now  they  excited  their 
friends  to  oppose  it  with  all  their  interest.  Others  were 
afraid  of  espousing  it,  lest  they  should  be  stigmatized  as 
enemies  to  the  church  ;  and  a  great  number  of  the  most 
eminent  presbyterians  were  averse  to  a  scheme  of  com- 
prehension, which  diminished  their  strength,  and  weak- 
ened the  importance  of  the  party.  Being,  therefore, 
violently  opposed  on  one  hand,  and  but  faintly  supported 
on  the  other,  no  wonder  it  miscarried.     The  king,  how- 
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ever,  was  so  bent  upon  the  execution  of  his  design,  that 

it  was  next  session  revived  in  another  form,  though  with 

1689.     no  better  success. 

Settlement      The  uext  object  that  engrossed  the  attention  of  the 

of  the        Parliament  was  the  settlement  of  a  revenue  for  the  sup- 

I'eveiiue 

port  of  the  government.  Hitherto  there  had  been  no 
distinction  of  what  was  allotted  for  the  king's  use,  and 
what  was  assigned  for  the  service  of  the  public ;  so  that 
the  sovereign  was  entirely  master  of  the  whole  supply. 
As  the  revenue  in  the  late  reigns  had  been  often  em- 
bezzled and  misapplied,  it  was  now  resolved  that  a  cer- 
tain sum  should  be  set  apart  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
king's  household,  and  the  support  of  his  dignity ;  and  that 
the  rest  of  the  public  money  should  be  employed  under 
the  inspection  of  Parliament.  Accordingly,  since  this 
period,  the  Commons  have  appropriated  the  yearly  sup- 
plies to  certain  specified  services  ;  and  an  account  of  the 
application  has  been  constantly  submitted  to  both  Houses 
at  the  next  session.  At  this  juncture,  the  prevailing 
party,  or  the  whigs,  determined  that  the  revenue  should 
be  granted  from  year  to  year,  or  at  least  for  a  small  term 
of  years ;  that  the  king  might  find  himself  dependent 
upon  the  Parliament,  and  merit  the  renewal  of  the  grant 
by  a  just  and  popular  administration.  In  pursuance  of 
this  maxim,  when  the  revenue  fell  under  consideration, 
they,  on  pretence  of  charges  and  anticipations  which  they 
had  not  time  to  examine,  granted  it  by  a  provisional  act 
for  one  year  only.  The  civil  list  was  settled  at  six 
hundred  thousand  pounds,  chargeable  with  the  appoint- 
ments of  the  queen  dowager,  the  Prince  and  Princess  of 
Denmark,  the  judges,  and  Mareschal  Schomberg,  to 
whom  the  Parliament  had  already  granted  one  hundred 
thousand  pounds,  in  consideration  of  his  important  ser- 
vices to  the  nation.  The  Commons  also  voted,  that  a 
constant  revenue  of  twelve  hundred  thousand  pounds 
should  be  established  for  the  support  of  the  crown  in 
time  of  peace. 
The  king  The  king  took  umbrage  at  these  restraints  laid  upon 
brageatthe  the  application  of  the  public  money,  which  were  the 
proceed-  most  salutary  fruits  of  the  revolution.  He  considered 
whfgparty.  them  as  marks  of  diffidence,  by  which  he  was  distin- 
guished from  his  predecessors ;  and  thought  them  an  un-    ^ 
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grateful  return  for  the  services  he  had  done  the  nation,  chap. 
The  tories  perceived  his  disgust,  and  did  not  fail  to  fo-  s— -^;__; 
ment  his  jealousy  against  their  adversaries,  v^^hich  was  ^®^- 
confirmed  by  a  fresh  effort  of  the  v^rhigs  in  relation  to  a 
militia.  A  bill  was  brought  into  the  house,  for  regulat- 
ing it  in  such  a  manner  as  would  have  rendered  it  in  a 
great  measure  independent  both  of  the  king  and  the 
lords-lieutenants  of  counties.  These  being  generally 
peers,  the  bill  was  suffered  to  lie  neglected  on  the  table : 
but  the  attempt  confirmed  the  suspicion  of  the  king, 
who  began  to  think  himself  in  danger  of  being  enslaved 
by  a  republican  party.  The  tories  had,  by  the  channel 
of  Nottingham,  made  proffers  of  service  to  his  majesty : 
but  complained  at  the  same  time,  that  as  they  were  in  dan- 
ger of  being  prosecuted  for  their  lives  and  fortunes,  they 
could  not,  without  an  act  of  indemnity,  exert  themselves 
in  favour  of  the  crown,  lest  they  should  incur  a  persecu- 
tion from  their  implacable  enemies. 

These  remonstrances  made  such  impression  on  the  Heats  and 
king,  that  he  sent  a  message  to  the  House  by  Mr.  Hamb-  about  the** 
den,  recommending  a  bill  of  indemnity  as  the  most  effec-  ^^'^  <^P°- 
tual  means  for  putting  an  end  to  all  controversies,  dis- 
tinctions, and  occasions  of  discord.  He  desired  it  might 
be  prepared  with  all  convenient  expedition,  and  with 
such  exceptions  only  as  should  seem  necessary  for  the 
vindication  of  public  justice,  the  safety  of  him  and  his 
consort,  and  the  settlement  and  welfare  of  the  nation. 
An  address  of  thanks  to  his  majesty  was  unanimously 
voted.  Nevertheless,  his  design  was  frustrated  by  the 
backwardness  of  the  whigs,  who  proceeded  so  slowly  in 
the  bill,  that  it  could  not  be  brought  to  maturity  before 
the  end  of  the  session.  They  wanted  to  keep  the  scourge 
over  the  heads  of  their  enemies,  until  they  should  find 
a  proper  opportunity  for  revenge ;  and  in  the  mean  time 
restrain  them  from  opposition,  by  the  terror  of  impend- 
ing vengeance.  They  affected  to  insinuate  that  the  king's 
design  was  to  raise  the  prerogative  as  high  as  it  had  been 
in  the  preceding  reigns ;  and  that  he  for  this  purpose 
pressed  an  act  of  indemnity,  by  virtue  of  which  he  might 
legally  use  the  instruments  of  the  late  tyranny.  The 
Earls  of  Monmouth  and  Warrington  industriously  in- 
fused these  jealousies  into  the  minds  of  their  party :  on 

VOL   I.  c 
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the  other  hand,  the  Earl  of  Nottingham  inflamed  Wil- 
liam's distrust  of  his  old  friends :  both  sides  succeeded 
i«89.  {j^  kindling  an  animosity,  which  had  like  to  have  pro- 
duced confusion,  notwithstanding  the  endeavours  used 
by  the  Earls  of  Shrewsbury  and  Devonshire  to  allay 
those  heats,  and  remove  the  suspicions  that  mutually 
prevailed. 

It  was  now  judged  expedient  to  pass  an  act  for  set- 
tling the  succession  of  the  crown,  according  to  the  former 
resolution  of  the  convention.  A  bill  for  this  purpose 
was  brought  into  the  Lower  House,  with  a  clause  dis- 
abling papists  from  succeeding  to  the  throne :  to  this  the 
Lords  added,  "  Or  such  as  should  marry  papists,"  absolv- 
ing the  subject  in  that  case  from  allegiance.  The  Bishop 
of  Salisbury,  by  the  king's  direction,  proposed  that  the 
Princess  Sophia,  Duchess  of  Hanover,  and  her  posterity, 
should  be  nominated  in  the  act  of  succession,  as  the  next 
Protestant  heirs,  failing  issue  of  the  king,  and  Anne, 
Princess  of  Denmark.  These  amendments  gave  rise  to 
warm  debates  in  the  Lower  House,  where  they  were 
vigorously  opposed,  not  only  by  those  who  wished  well 
in  secret  to  the  late  king  and  the  lineal  succession,  but 
likewise  by  the  republican  party,  who  hoped  to  see  mon- 
archy altogethei?  extinguished  in  England,  by  the  death 
of  the  three  persons  already  named  in  the  bill  of  succes- 
sion. The  Lords  insisted  upon  their  amendments,  and 
several  fruitless  conferences  were  held  between  the  two 
Houses.  At  length  the  bill  was  dropped  for  the  present, 
in  consequence  of  an  event  which  in  a  great  measure 
dissipated  the  fears  of  a  popish  successor.  This  was  the 
Duke  oV^^  delivery  of  the  Princess  Anne,  who,  on  the  twenty-seventh 
Gloucester,  day  of  July,  brought  forth  a  son,  christened  by  the  name 

of  William,  and  afterwards  created  Duke  of  Gloucester. 
Afifairsof        j^  the  midst  of  these  domestic  disputes,  William  did 

the  conti-  ,  -  ^^,  ^     .  ,*  tt  ••■ 

nent.  not  uoglect  the  attairs  of  the  contment.  He  retained 
all  his  former  influence  in  Holland,  as  his  countrymen 
had  reason  to  confide  in  his  repeated  assurances  of  in- 
violable affection.  The  great  scheme  which  he  had 
projected  of  a  confederacy  against  France  began  at 
this  period  to  take  effect.  The  princes  of  the  empire, 
assembled  in  the  diet,  solemnly  exhorted  the  emperor 
to  declare  war  against  the  French  king,  who  had  com- 
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mitted  numberless  infractions  of  the  treaties  of  Mun-  chap. 
ster,  Osnabruck,  Nimeguen,  and  the  truce;  invaded  >  ^'  » 
their  country  without  provocation,  and  evinced  himself  ^^®^* 
an  inveterate  enemy  of  the  holy  Roman  empire.  They 
therefore  besought  his  imperial  majesty  to  conclude  a 
treaty  of  peace  with  the  Turks,  who  had  offered  advan- 
tageous terms,  and  proceed  to  an  open  rupture  with 
Louis ;  in  which  case,  they  would  consider  it  as  a  war 
of  the  empire,  and  support  their  head  in  the  most 
effectual  manner.  The  states-general  published  a  de- 
claration against  the  common  enemy,  taxing  him  with 
manifold  infractions  of  the  treaty  of  commerce ;  with 
having  involved  the  subjects  of  the  republic  in  the  per- 
secution which  he  had  raised  against  the  Protestants; 
with  having  cajoled  and  insulted  them  with  deceitful 
promises  and  insolent  threats;  with  having  plundered 
and  oppressed  the  Dutch  merchants  and  traders  'in 
France ;  and,  finally,  with  having  declared  war  against 
the  states,  without  any  plausible  reason  assigned.  The 
Elector  of  Brandenburg  denounced  war  against  France, 
as  a  power  whose  perfidy,  cruelty,  and  ambition,  it  was 
the  duty  of  every  prince  to  oppose.  The  Marquis  de 
Castanaga,  governor  of  the  Spanish  Netherlands,  issued 
a  counter  declaration  to  that  of  Louts,  who  had  de- 
clared against  his  master.  He  accused  the  French  king 
of  having  laid  waste  the  empire,  without  any  regard  to 
the  obligations  of  religion  and  humanity,  or  even  to 
the  laws  of  war ;  of  having  countenanced  the  most  bar- 
barous acts  of  cruelty  and  oppression ;  and  of  having 
intrigued  with  the  enemies  of  Christ  for  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  empire.  The  emperor  negotiated  an  alliance 
offensive  and  defensive  with  the  states-general,  binding 
the  contracting  parties  to  co-operate  with  their  whole 
power  against  France  and  her  allies.  It  was  stipulated, 
that  neither  side  should  engage  in  a  separate  treaty, 
on  any  pretence  whatsoever :  that  no  peace  should  be 
admitted,  until  the  treaties  of  Westphalia,  Osnabruck, 
Munster,  and  the  Pyrenees,  should  have  been  vindicated : 
that  in  case  of  a  negotiation  for  a  peace  or  truce,  the 
transactions  on  both  sides  should  be  communicated  bond 
fide :  and  that  Spain  and  England  should  be  invited  to 
accede  to  the  treaty.     In  a  separate  article,  the  con- 

c2 
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CHAP,  tracting  powers  agreed,  that,  in  case  of  the  Spanish 
v___,;_-' king's  dying  without  issue,  the  states-general  should 
1689.  assist  the  emperor  with  all  their  forces  to  take  possession 
of  that  monarchy :  that  they  should  use  their  friendly 
endeavours  with  the  princes  electors,  their  allies,  towards 
elevating  his  son  Joseph  to  the  dignity  of  King  of  the 
Romans ;  and  employ  their  utmost  force  against  France, 
should  she  attempt  to  oppose  his  elevation. 
War  de-  William,  who  was  the  soul  of  this  confederacy,  found 
against  ^o  difficulty  iu  persuading  the  English  to  undertake  a 
France,  war  agaiust  their  old  enemies  and  rivals.  On  the  six- 
teenth day  of  April,  Mr.  Hambden  made  a  motion  for 
taking  into  consideration  the  state  of  the  kingdom  with 
respect  to  France  and  foreign  alliances ;  and  the  Com- 
mons unanimously  resolved,  that,  in  case  his  majesty 
should  think  fit  to  engage  in  a  war  with  France,  they 
would,  in  a  parliamentary  way,  enable  him  to  carry  it 
on  with  vigour.  An  address  was  immediately  drawn  up, 
and  presented  to  the  king,  desiring  he  would  seriously 
consider  the  destructive  methods  taken  of  late  years  by 
the  French  king  against  the  trade,  quiet,  and  interest  of 
the  nation,  particularly  his  present  invasion  of  Ireland, 
and  supporting  the  rebels  in  that  kingdom.  They  did 
not  doubt  but^he  alliances  already  made,  and  those 
that  might  hereafter  be  concluded  by  his  majesty,  would 
be  sufficient  to  reduce  the  French  king  to  such  a  condi- 
tion, that  it  should  not  be  in  his  power  to  violate  the 
peace  of  Christendom,  nor  prejudice  the  trade  and  pros- 
perity of  England ;  in  the  mean  time  they  assured  his 
majesty  he  might  depend  upon  the  assistance  of  his  Par- 
liament, according  to  the  vote  which  had  passed  in  the 
House  of  Commons.  This  was  a  welcome  address  to 
King  William.  He  assured  them,  that  no  part  of  the 
supplies  which  they  might  grant  for  the  prosecution  of 
the  war  should  be  misapplied ;  and,  on  the  seventh  day 
of  May,  he  declared  war  against  the  French  monarch.  On 
this  occasion,  Louis  was  charged  with  having  ambitiously 
invaded  the  territories  of  the  emperor,  and  denounced 
war  against  the  allies  of  England,  in  violation  of  the 
treaties  confirmed  under  the  guarantee  of  the  English 
crown  ;  with  having  encroached  upon  the  fishery  of  New- 
foundland, invaded  the  Caribbee  islands,  taken  forcible 
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possession  of  New- York  and  Hudson's-bay,  made  depre-    chap. 
dations  on  the  English  at  sea,  prohibited  the  importation 


of  English  manufactures,  disputed  the  right  of  the  flag,  ^^^* 
persecuted  many  English  subjects  on  account  of  religion, 
contrary  to  express  treaties  and  the  law  of  nations,  and 
sent  an  armament  to  Ireland,  in  support  of  the  rebels 
of  that  kingdom. 

Having  thus  described  the  progress  of  the  revolution  Proceed- 
in  England,  we  shall  now  briefly  explain  the  measures  J^nvention 
that  were  prosecuted  in  Scotland,  towards  the  establish-  ofScotiand. 
ment  of  William  on  the  throne  of  that  kidgdom.  The 
meeting  of  the  Scottish  convention  was  fixed  for  the 
fourteenth  day  of  March;  and  both  parties  employed 
all  their  interest  to  influence  the  election  of  members. 
The  Duke  of  Hamilton,  and  all  the  j)re8byterians,  de- 
clared for  William.  The  duke  of  Gordon  maintained  the 
castle  of  Edinburgh  for  his  old  master :  but,  as  he  had 
neglected  to  lay  in  a  store  of  provisions,  he  depended 
entirely  upon  the  citizens  for  subsistence.  The  par- 
tisans of  James  were  headed  by  the  Earl  of  Balcarras, 
and  Graham  Viscount  Dundee,  who  employed  their  en- 
deavours to  preserve  union  among  the  individuals  of 
their  party ;  to  confirm  the  Duke  of  Gordon,  who  began 
to  waver  in  his  attachment  to  their  sovereign ;  and  to 
manage  their  intrigues  in  such  a  manner  as  to  derive 
some  advantage  to  their  cause  from  the  transactions  of 
the  ensuing  session.  When  the  Lords  and  Commons 
assembled  at  Edinburgh,  the  bishop  of  that  diocese,  who 
officiated  as  chaplain  to  the  convention,  prayed  for  the 
restoration  of  King  James.  The  first  dispute  turned 
upon  the  choice  of  a  president.  The  friends  of  the  late 
king  set  up  the  Marquis  of  Athol  in  opposition  to  the 
Duke  of  Hamilton ;  but  this  last  was  elected  by  a  con- 
siderable majority;  and  a  good  number  of  the  other 
party,  finding  their  cause  the  weakest,  deserted  it  from 
that  moment.  The  Earls  of  Lothian  and  Tweeddale 
were  sent  as  deputies,  to  require  the  Duke  of  Gordon, 
in  the  name  of  the  estates,  to  quit  the  castle  in  four-and- 
twenty  hours,  and  leave  the  charge  of  it  to  the  Protes- 
tant officer  next  in  command.  The  duke,  though  in 
himself  irresolute,  was  animated  by  Dundee  to  demand 
such  conditions  as  the  convention  would  not  grant.   The 
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CHAP,  negotiation  proving  ineffectual,  the  states  ordered  the 
v___^;___^  heralds,  in  all  their  formalities,  to  summon  him  to  sur- 
168&.  render  the  castle  immediately,  on  pain  of  incurring  the 
penalties  of  high  treason ;  and  he  refusing  to  obey  their 
mandate,  was  proclaimed  a  traitor.  All  persons  were 
forbid,  under  the  same  penalties,  to  aid,  succour,  or  cor- 
respond with  him ;  and  the  castle  was  blocked  up  with 
the  troops  of  the  city. 
Letters  to  Next  day  an  express  arrived  from  London,  with  a 
theconven-  letter  from  King  William  to  the  estates ;  and,  at  the 
King  wii-  same  time,  another  from  James  was  presented  by  one 
Ham  and  Cranc,  an  English  domestic  of  the  abdicated  queen. 
James.  William  observed,  that  he  had  called  a  meeting  of  their 
estates  at  the  desire  of  the  nobility  and  gentry  of  Scotland 
assembled  at  London,  who  requested  that  he  would  take 
upon  himself  the  administration  of  their  aifairs.  He  ex- 
horted them  to  concert  measures  for  settling  the  peace 
of  the  kingdom  upon  a  solid  foundation;  and  to  lay 
aside  animosities  and  fiictions,  which  served  only  to  im- 
pede that  salutary  settlement.  He  professed  himself 
sensible  of  the  good  effects  that  would  arise  from  an 
union  of  the  two  kingdoms ;  and  assured  them  he  would 
use  his  best  endeavours  to  promote  such  a  coalition.  A 
committee  being  appointed  to  draw  up  a  respectful  answer 
to  these  assurances,  a  debate  ensued  about  the  letter  from 
the  late  King  James.  This  they  resolved  to  favour  with 
a  reading,  after  the  members  should  have  subscribed  an 
act,  declaring,  that  notwithstanding  any  thing  that  might 
be  contained  in  the  letter  for  dissolving  the  convention, 
or  impeding  their  procedure,  they  w^ere  a  free  and  lawful 
meeting  of  the  states ;  and  would  continue  undissolved, 
until  they  should  have  settled  and  secured  the  Protestant 
religion,  the  government,  laws,  and  liberties  of  the  king- 
dom. Having  taken  this  precaution,  they  proceeded  to 
examine  the*letter  of  the  late  sovereign,  who  conjured 
them  to  support  his  interest  as  faithful  subjects,  and 
eternize  their  names  by  a  loyalty  suitable  to  their  former 
professions.  He  said  he  would  not  fail  to  give  them 
such  speedy  and  powerful  assistance  as  would  enable  them 
to  defend  themselves  from  any  foreign  attempt ;  and  even 
to  assert  his  right  against  those  enemies  who  had  de- 
pressed it  by  the  blackest  usurpations  and  unnatural 
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attempts,  which  the  Almighty  God  would  not  allow  to    chaf. 
pass  unpunished.     He  offered  pardon  to  all  those  who  * — * — » 
should  return  to  their  duty  before  the  last  day  of  the     ^^^' 
month;  and  threatened  to  punish  rigorously  such  as  should 
stand  out  in  rebellion  against  him  and  his  authority. 

This  address  produced  rery  little  effect  in  favour  ofthe  The  con- 

unfortunate  exile,whose  friends  were  greatly  outnumbered  ^gniM  t^e 
in  this  assembly.  His  messenger  was  ordered  into  custody,  !!!***°^y  ®^ 
and  afterwards  dismissed  with  a  pass  instead  of  an  answer,  iiam^ 
James,  foreseeing  this  contempt,  had,  by  an  instrument 
dated  in  Ireland,  authorized  the  Archbishop  of  Glasgow, 
the  Earl  of  Balcarras,  and  the  Viscount  Dundee,  to  call 
a  convention  of  the  estates  at  Stirling.  These  three 
depended  on  the  interest  of  the  Marquis  of  Athol  and 
the  Earl  of  Mar,  who  professed  the  warmest  affection  for 
the  late  king ;  and  they  hoped  a  secession  of  their  friends 
would  embarrass  the  convention,  so  as  to  retard  the  settle- 
ment of  King  William.  Their  expectations,  however, 
were  disappointed.  Athol  deserted  their  cause ;  and 
Mar  suffered  himself  to  be  intercepted  in  his  retreat. 
The  rest  of  their  party  were,  by  the  vigilance  of  the  Duke 
of  Hamilton,  prevented  from  leaving  the  convention,  ex- 
cept the  Viscount  Dundee,  who  retreated  to  the  moun- 
tains with  about  fifty  horse,  and  was  pursued  by  order  of 
the  estates.  This  design  being  frustrated,  the  convention 
approved  and  recognised,  by  a  solemn  act,  the  conduct  of 
the  nobility  and  gentlemen  who  had  entreated  the  King 
of  England  to  take  upon  him  the  administration.  They 
acknowledged  their  obligation  to  the  Prince  of  Orange, 
who  had  prevented  the  destruction  of  their  laws,  religion, 
and  fundamental  constitution ;  they  besought  his  high- 
ness to  assume  the  reins  of  government  for  that  kingdom : 
they  issued  a  proclamation,  requiring  all  persons,  from 
sixteen  to  sixty,  to  be  in  readiness  to  take  arms  when 
called  upon  for  that  purpose :  they  conferred  the  com- 
mand of  their  horse-militia  upon  Sir  Patrick  Hume,  who 
was  formerly  attainted  for  having  been  concerned  in 
Argyle's  insurrection :  they  levied  eight  hundred  men  for 
a  guard  to  the  city  of  Edinburgh,  and  constituted  the 
Earl  of  Leven  their  commander :  they  put  the  militia  all 
over  the  kingdom  into  the  hands  of  those  on  whom  they 
could  rely :  they  created  the  Earl  of  Mar  governor  of 
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Stirling-castle :  they  received  a  reinforcement  of  five 
regiments  from  England,  under  the  command  of  Mackay, 
1689.  whom  they  appointed  their  general;  and  they  issued 
orders  for  securing  all  disaffected  persons.  Then  they 
despatched  Lord  Ross,  with  an  answer  to  King  William's 
letter,  professing  their  gratitude  to  their  deliverer,  and 
congratulating  him  upon  his  success.  They  thanked  him 
for  assuming  the  administration  of  their  affitirs,  and  as- 
sembling a  convention  of  their  estates.  They  declared 
they  would  take  effectual  and  speedy  measures  for  se- 
curing the  Protestant  religion,  as  well  as  for  establishing 
the  government,  laws,  and  liberties  of  the  kingdom. 
They  assured  him  they  would,  as  much  as  lay  in  their 
power,  avoid  disputes  and  animosities ;  and  desired  the 
continuance  of  his  majesty's  care  and  protection. 
Crown  After  the  departure  of  Lord  Ross,  they  appointed  a 

caiTt,  a^d  committee,  consisting  of  eight  lords,  eight  knights,  and 
*^S^*°^  t  ^®  ^^^y  burgesses,  to  prepare  the  plan  of  a  new  settle- 
ment :  but  this  resolution  was  not  taken  without  a  vigo- 
rous opposition  from  some  remaining  adherents  of  the  late 
king,  headed  by  the  Archbishop  of  Glasgow ;  all  the  other 
prelates,  except  he  of  Edinburgh,  having  already  deserted 
the  convention.  After  warm  debates,  the  committee 
agreed  in  the  following  vote : — "  The  estates  of  the  king- 
dom of  Scotland  find  and  declare,  That  king  James  VII. 
being  a  professed  papist,  did  assume  the  royal  power,  and 
act  as  a  king,  without  ever  taking  the  oath  required  by 
law;  and  had,  by  the  advice  of  evil  and  wicked  coun- 
sellors, invaded  the  fundamental  constitution  of  this  king- 
dom, and  altered  it  from  a  legal  and  limited  monarchy 
to  an  arbitrary,  despotic  power,  and  had  governed  the 
same  to  the  subversion  of  the  Protestant  religion,  and 
violation  of  the  laws  and  liberties  of  the  nation,  inverting 
all  the  ends  of  government ;  whereby  he  had  forefaulted 
the  right  of  the  crown,  and  the  throne  was  become  vacant." 
When  this  vote  was  reported,  the  Bishop  of  Edinburgh 
argued  strenuously  against  it,  as  containing  a  charge  of 
which  the  king  was  innocent ;  and  he  proposed  that  his 
majesty  should  be  invited  to  return  to  his  Scottish  domi- 
nions. All  his  arguments  were  defeated  or  overruled, 
and  the  house  confirmed  the  vote,  which  was  immediately 
enacted  into  a  law  by  a  great  majority.     The  lord  presi- 
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dent  declared  the  throne  vacant,  and  proposed  that  it    chap. 

might  he  filled  with  William  and  Mary,  King  and  Queen  ^ .; ; 

of  England.     The  committee  was  ordered  to  prepare  an     *^®^- 
act  for  settling  the  crown  upon  their  majesties,  together 
with  an  instrument  of  government  for  securing  the  sub- 
jects from  the  grievances  under  which  they  laboured. 

On  the  eleventh  day  of  April,  this  act,  vnth  the  con-  Crown  ten- 
ditions  of  inheritance,  and  the  instrument,  were  reported,  and^ac^ 
considered,  unanimously  approved,  and  solemnly   pro-ceptedby 
claimed  at  the  market-cross  of  Edinburgh,  in  presence  of      **™' 
the  lord  president,  assisted  by  the  lord  provost  and  ma- 
gistracy of  the  city,  the  Duke  of  Queensberry,  the  Mar- 
quisses  of  Athol  and  Douglas,  together  with  a  great  num- 
ber of  the  nobility  and  gentry.     At  the  same  time  they 
published  another  proclamation,  forbidding  all  persons  to 
acknowledge,  obey,  assist,  or  correspond  with  the  late 
King  James ;  or,  by  word,  writing,  or  sermon,  to  dispute 
or  disown  the  royal  authority  of  King  William  and  Queen 
Mary ;  or  to  misconstrue  the  proceedings  of  the  estates, 
or  create  jealousies  or  misapprehensions  with  regard  to 
the  transactions  of  the  government,  on  pain  of  incurring 
the  most   severe  penalties.     Then,  having  settled    the 
coronation  oath,  they  granted  a  commission  to  the  Earl 
of  Argyle  for  the  lords,  to  Sir  James  Montgomery  for 
the  knights,  and  to  Sir  John  Dalrymple  for  the  boroughs, 
empowering  them  to  repair  to  London,  and  invest  their 
majesties  with  the  government.     This  affair  being  dis- 
cussed, the  convention  appointed  a  committee  to  take 
care  of  the  public  peace,  and  adjourned  to  the  twenty- 
first  day  of  May.     On  the  eleventh  day  of  that  month, 
the  Scottish  commissioners  being  introduced  to  their 
majesties  at  Whitehall,  presented  first  a  preparatory  letter 
from  the  estates,  then  the  instrument  of  government,  with 
a  paper  containing  a  recital  of  the  grievances  of  the  nation ; 
and  an  address,  desiring  his  majesty  to  convert  the  con- 
vention into  a  Parliament.     The  king  having  graciously 
promised  to  concur  with  them  in  all  just  measures  for  the 
interest  of  the  kingdom,  the  coronation  oath  was  tendered 
to  their  majesties  by  the  Earl  of  Argyle.    As  it  contained 
a  clause,  importing,  that  they  should  root  out  heresy,  the 
king  declared  that  he  did  not  mean  by  these  words,  that 
he  should  be  under  an  obligation  to  act  as  a  persecutor : 
the  commissioners  replying,  that  such  was  not  the  mean- 
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CHAP,    ing  or  import  of  the  oath,  he  desired  them,  and  others 

, ^; ,  present,  to  bear  witness  to  the  exception  he  had  made. 

1689.  In  the  mean  time,  Lord  Dundee  exerted  himself  with 
uncommon  activity  in  behalf  of  his  master.  He  had  been 
summoned  by  a  trumpet  to  return  to  the  convention,  but 
refused  to  obey  the  citation,  on  pretence  that  the  whigs 
had  made  an  attempt  upon  his  life ;  and  that  the  delibe- 
rations of  the  estates  were  influenced  by  the  neighbour- 
hood of  English  troops,  under  the  command  of  Mackay. 
He  was  forthwith  declared  a  fugitive,  outlaw,  and  rebel. 
He  was  rancorously  hated  by  the  presbyterians,  on  whom 
he  had  exercised  some  cruelties,  as  an  officer  under  the 
former  government :  and  for  this  reason  the  states  re- 
solved to  inflict  upon  him  exemplary  punishment.  Par- 
ties were  detached  in  pursuit  of  him  and  Balcarras.  This 
last  fell  into  their  hands,  and  was  committed  to  a  com- 
mon prison;  but  Dundee  fought  his  way  through  the 
troops  that  surrounded  him,  and  escaped  to  the  Highlands, 
where  he  determined  to  take  arms  in  favour  of  James, 
though  that  prince  had  forbid  him  to  make  any  attempt 
of  this  nature,  until  he  should  receive  a  reinforcement 
from  Ireland.  While  this  officer  was  employed  in  as- 
sembling the  clans  of  his  party.  King  William  appointed 
the  Duke  of  Hamilton  commissioner  to  the  convention 
parliament.  The  post  of  secretary  for  Scotland  was  be- 
stowed upon  Lord  Melvil,  a  weak  and  servile  nobleman, 
who  had  taken  refuge  in  Holland  from  the  violences  of  the 
late  reigns:  but  the  king  depended  chiefly  for  advice  upon 
Dalrymple  Lord  Stair,  presidentof  the  college  of  justice, 
an  old  crafty  fanatic,  who  for  fifty  years  had  complied  in 
all  things  with  all  governments.  Though  these  were  rigid 
presbyterians,  the  king,  to  humour  the  opposite  party, 
admitted  some  individuals  of  the  episcopal  nobility  to  the 
council  board ;  and  this  intermixture,  instead  of  allaying 
animosities,  served  only  to  sow  the  seeds  of  discord  and 
Convention  coufusiou.  The  Scottish  convention,  in  their  detail  of 
grievanc^.  grievances,  enumerated  the  lords  of  the  articles ;  the 
act  of  parliament  in  the  reign  of  Charles  II.,  by  which 
the  king's  supremacy  was  raised  so  high  that  he  could 
prescribe  any  mode  of  religion  according  to  his  pleasure; 
and  the  superiority  of  any  office  in  the  church  above  that 
of  presbyters.  The  king,  in  his  instructions  to  the  lord 
commissioner,  consented  to  the  regulation  of  the  lords  of 
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the  articles,  though  he  would  not  allow  the  institution    chap. 

to  be  abrogated  ;  he  was  contented  that  the  act  relating  , ]' , 

to  the  king's  supremacy  should  be  rescinded,  and  that     *^^ 
the  church  government  should  be  established  in  such  a 
manner  as  would  be  most  agreeable  to  the  inclinations  of 
the  people. 

On  the  seventeenth  day  of  June,  Duke  Hamilton  Prelacy 
opened  the  Scottish  parliament,  after  the  convention  had  fnSTOtiand. 
assumed  this  name,  in  consequence  of  an  act  passed  by  J^^^?^*^" 
his  majesty's  direction ;  but  the  members  in  general  were  the  Scots. 
extremely  chagrined  when  they  found  the  commissioners 
so  much  restricted  in  the  affair  of  the  lords  of  the  arti- 
cles, which  they  considered  as  their  chief  grievance". 
The  king  permitted  that  the  estates  should  choose  the 
lords  by  their  own  suffrages ;  and  that  they  should  be  at 
liberty  to  reconsider  any  subject  which  the  said  lords 
might  reject.  He  afterwards  indulged  the  three  estates 
with  the  choice  of  eleven  delegates  each  for  this  com- 
mittee, to  be  elected  monthly,  or  oftener,  if  they  should 
think  fit :  but  even  these  concessions  proved  unsatisfac- 
tory, while  the  institution  itself  remained.  Their  dis- 
contents were  not  even  appeased  by  the  passing  of  an 
act  abolishing  prelacy.  Indeed  their  resentment  was  in- 
flamed by  another  consideration,  namely,  that  of  the 
king's  having  given  seats  in  the  council  to  some  indivi- 
duals attached  to  the  hierarchy.  They  manifested  their 
sentiments  on  this  subject  by  bringing  in  a  bill,  excluding 
from  any  public  trust,  place,  or  employment,  under  their 
majesties,  all  such  as  had  been  concerned  in  the  encroach- 
ments of  the  late  reign,  or  had  discovered  disaffection  to 
the  late  happy  change,  or  in  any  way  retarded  or  ob- 
structed the  designs  of  the  convention.  This  measure 
was  prosecuted  with  great  warmth ;  and  the  bill  passed 
through  all  the  forms  of  the  house,  but  proved  ineffectual, 
for  want  of  the  royal  assent. 

Nor  were  they  less  obstinate  in  the  affeir  of  the  judges,  vioientdis^ 

putesintlie 
Scottish 
«  The  lords  of  the  articles,  by  the  gradual  usurpation  of  the  crown,  actually  con-  Parlia- 
stituted  a  grievance  intolerable  in  a  free  nation.     The  king  empowered  the  com-  ment. 
missioner  to  choose  eight  bishops,  whom  he  authorized  to  nominate  eight  noble- 
men :  these  together  chose  eight  barons  and  eight  burgesses ;  and  this  whole 
number,  in  conjunction  with  the  officers  of  state  as  supernumeraries,  constituted 
the  lords  of  the  articles.     This  committee  possessed  the  sole  exclusive  right  and 
liberty  of  bringing  in  motions,  making  overtures  for  redressing  wrongs,  and  pro- 
posiug  means  and  expedients  for  the  relief,  safety,  and  benefit  of  the  subjects. 
Proceedings  of  the  Scots  Parliament  vindicated. 


I. 
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CHAP,  whom  the  king  had  ventured  to  appoint  by  virtue  of  his 
prerogative.  The  malecontents  brought  in  a  bill  declar- 
ing the  bench  vacant,  as  it  was  at  the  restoration  ;  assert- 
ing their  own  right  to  examine  and  approve  those  who 
should  be  appointed  to  fill  it ;  providing,  that  if  in  time 
to  come,  any  such  total  vacancy  should  occur,  the  nomi- 
nation should  be  in  the  king  or  queen,  or  regent,  for  the 
time  being,  and  the  Parliament  retain  the  right  of  appro- 
bation ;  and  that  all  the  clauses  in  the  several  acts  relat- 
ing to  the  admission  of  the  ordinary  lords  of  session,  and 
their  qualifications  for  that  office,  should  be  ratified  and 
confirmed  for  perpetual  observation.  Such  was  the  inte- 
rest of  this  party,  that  the  bill  was  carried  by  a  great 
majority,  notwithstanding  the  opposition  of  the  ministers, 
who  resolved  to  maintain  the  king's  nomination,  even  in 
defiance  of  a  parliamentary  resolution.  The  majority, 
exasperated  at  this  open  violation  of  their  privileges,  for- 
bad the  judges,  whom  the  king  had  appointed,  to  open 
their  commissions,  or  hold  a  session  until  his  majesty's 
further  pleasure  should  be  known :  on  the  other  hand, 
they  were  compelled  to  act  by  the  menaces  of  the  privy- 
council.  The  dispute  was  carried  on  with  great  acrimony 
on  both  sides,  and  produced  such  a  ferment,  that  before 
the  session  opened,  the  ministry  thought  proper  to  draw 
a  great  number  of  forces  into  the  neighbourhood  of 
Edinburgh,  to  support  the  judges  in  the  exercise  of  their 
functions. 
The  Scot.  The  lord  commissioner,  alarmed  at  this  scene  of  tumult 
menfad^*  and  coufusiou,  adjoumed  the  House  till  the  eighth  day 
joumed.  of  Octobcr ;  a  step,  which,  added  to  the  other  unpopular 
stranTe"  Hicasures  of  the  court,  incensed  the  opposition  to  a  vio- 
presented  lent  degree.  They  drew  up  a  remonstrance  to  the  king, 
to  the  king,  complaining  of  this  adjournment,  while  the  nation  was 
yet  unsettled,  recapitulating  the  several  instances  in 
which  they  had  expressed  their  zeal  and  affection  for  his 
majesty;  explaining  their  reasons  for  dissenting  fronr  the 
ministry  in  some  articles ;  beseeching  him  to  consider 
what  they  had  represented,  to  give  his  royal  assent  to 
the  acts  of  Parliament  which  they  had  prepared,  and 
take  measures  for  redressing  all  the  other  grievances  of 
the  nation.  This  address  was  presented  to  the  king  at 
Hampton  Court.  William  was  so  touched  with  the  re- 
proaches it  implied,  as  if  he  had  not  fulfilled  the  condi- 
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tions  on  which  he  accepted  the  crown  of  Scotland,  that    chap. 

he,  in  his  own  vindication,  published  his  instructions  to  ^ ; ; 

the  commissioner ;  and  by  these  it  appeared,  that  the  ^^^' 
duke  might  have  proceeded  to  greater  lengths  in  oblig- 
ing his  countrymen.  Before  the  adjournment,  however, 
the  Parliament  had  granted  the  revenue  for  life ;  and 
raised  money  for  maintaining  a  body  of  forces,  as  well 
as  for  supporting  the  incidental  expense  of  the  govern- 
ment for  some  months ;  yet  part  of  the  troops  in  that 
kingdom  were  supplied  and  subsisted  by  the  administra- 
tion of  England.  In  consequence  of  these  disputes  in 
the  Scottish  Parliament,  their  church  was  left  without 
any  settled  form  of  government ;  for,  though  the  hier- 
archy was  abolished,  the  Presbyterian  discipline  was  not 
yet  established,  and  ecclesiastical  affairs  were  occasionally 
regulated  by  the  privy-council,  deriving  its  authority 
from  that  very  act  of  supremacy,  which,  according  to  the 
claim  of  rights,  ought  to  have  been  repealed. 

The  session  was  no  sooner  adjourned  than  Sir  John  The  castle 
Lanier  converted  the  blockade  of  Edinburffh-castle  into  ?^  ^^^ 

biirsti  be* 

a  regular  siege,  which  was  prosecuted  with  such  vigour,  sieged  and 
that  in  a  little  time  the  fortifications  were  ruined,  and  **^®°- 
the  works  advanced  at  the  foot  of  the  walls,  in  which  the 
besiegers  had  made  several  large  breaches.  The  Duke 
of  Gordon,  finding  his  ammunition  expended,  his  defences 
destroyed,  his  intelligence  entirely  cut  off,  and  despair- 
ing of  relief  from  the  adherents  of  his  master,  desired  to 
capitulate,  and  obtained  very  favourable  terms  for  his 
garrison :  but  he  would  not  stipulate  any  conditions  for 
himself,  declaring,  that  he  had  so  much  respect  for  all  the 
princes  descended  from  King  James  VI.  that  he  would 
not  affront  any  of  them  so  far  as  to  insist  upon  terms  for 
his  own  particular ;  he,  therefore,  on  the  thirteenth  day 
of  June,  surrendered  the  castle  and  himself  at  discretion. 
All  the  hopes  of  James  and  his  party  were  now  concen- 
tered in  the  Viscount  Dundee,  who  had  assembled  a 
body  of  Highlanders,  and  resolved  to  attack  Mackay,  on 
an  assurance  he  had  received  by  message,  that  the  regi- 
ment of  Scottish  dragoons  would  desert  their  officer,  and 
join  him  in  the  action.  Mackay,  having  received  inti- 
mation of  this  design,  decamped  immediately,  and  by 
long  marches  retired  before  Dundee,  until  he  was  rein- 
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CHAP,    forced  by  Ramsey's  dragoons,  and  another  regiment  of 

V .; ;  English  infantry :  then  he  faced  about,  and  Dundee  in 

1689.  jjig  ^upjj  retreated  into  Lochabar.  Lord  Murray,  son  of 
the  Marquis  of  Athol,  assembled  his  vassals  to  the  num- 
ber of  twelve  hundred  men  for  the  service  of  the  regency ; 
but  he  was  betrayed  by  one  of  his  own  dependants,  who 
seized  the  castle  of  Blair  for  Dundee,  and  prevailed  upon 
the  Athol  men  to  disperse,  rather  than  fight  against 
James  their  lawful  sovereign. 
The  troops  The  viscouut  was  by  this  time  reduced  to  great  diffi- 
wnuam  culty  and  distress.  His  men  had  not  for  many  weeks 
defeated  at  tasted  bread  or  salt,  or  any  drink  but  water :  instead  of 
KiHycran-  g^^  hundred  infantry,  three  hundred  horse,  with  a  supply 
of  arms,  ammunition,  and  provision,  which  James  had 
promised  to  send  from  Ireland,  he  received  a  reinforce- 
ment of  three  hundred  naked  recruits ;  but  the  transports 
wdth  the  stores  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  English.  Though 
this  was  a  mortifying  disappointment,  he  bore  it  without 
repining :  and,  far  from  abandoning  himself  to  despair, 
began  his  march  to  the  castle  of  Blair,  which  was  threat- 
ened with  a  siege  by  General  Mackay.  When  he 
reached  this  fortress,  he  received  intelligence  that  the 
enemy  had  entered  the  pass  of  Killycrankie,  and  he  re- 
solved to  give  them  battle  without  delay.  He  accord- 
ingly advanced  against  them,  and  a  furious  engagement 
ensued,  though  it  was  not  of  long  duration.  The  High- 
landers, having  received  and  returned  the  fire  of  the 
English,  fell  in  among  them  sword  in  hand  with  such 
impetuosity,  that  the  foot  were  utterly  broke  in  seven 
minutes.  The  dragoons  fled  at  the  first  charge  in  the 
utmost  consternation  :  Dundee's  horse,  not  exceeding  one 
hundred,  broke  through  Mackay's  own  regiment;  the 
Earl  of  Dumbarton,  at  the  head  of  a  few  volunteers, 
made  himself  master  of  the  artillery :  twelve  hundred  of 
Mackay's  forces  were  killed  on  the  spot,  five  hundred 
taken  prisoners,  and  the  rest  fled  with  great  precipitation 
for  some  hours,  until  they  were  rallied  by  their  general, 
who  was  an  oflScer  of  approved  courage,  conduct,  and  ex- 
perience. Nothing  could  be  more  complete  or  decisive 
than  the  victory  which  the  Highlanders  obtained  ;  yet  it 
was  dearly  purchased  with  the  death  of  their  beloved 
chieftain  the  Viscount  Dundee,  who  fell  by  a  random 
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shot  in  the  engagement,  and  his  fate  produced  such  con-    chap. 

fusion  in  his  army  as  prevented  all  pursuit.    He  possessed  v f; / 

an  enterprising  spirit,  undaunted  courage,  inviolable  fide-  *^®^- 
lity,  and  was  peculiarly  qualified  to  command  the  people 
who  fought  under  his  banner.  He  was  the  life  and  soul 
of  that  cause  which  he  espoused,  and  after  his  death  it 
daily  declined  into  ruin  and  disgrace.  He  was  succeeded 
in  command  by  Colonel  Cannon,  who  landed  the  rein- 
forcement from  Ireland ;  but  all  his  designs  miscarried : 
so  that  the  clans,  wearied  with  repeated  misfortunes, 
laid  down  their  arms  by  degrees,  and  took  the  benefit 
of  a  pardon,  which  King  William  offered  to  those  who 
should  submit  within  the  time  specified  in  his  procla- 
mation. 

After  this  sketch  of  Scottish  affairs,  it  will  be  neces-  King 
sary  to  take  a  retrospective  view  of  James,  and  relate  dSiy^re-"^' 
the  particulars  of  his  expedition  to  Ireland.  That  unfor-  ^^^^^S?  ^y, 
tunate  prince  and  his  queen  were  received  with  the  most  king. 
cordial  hospitality  by  the  French  monarch,  who  assigned 
the  castle  of  St.  Germain  for  the  place  of  their  resi- 
dence, supported  their  household  with  great  magnifi- 
cence, enriched  them  with  presents,  and  undertook  to 
re-establish  them  on  the  throne  of  England.  James, 
however,  conducted  himself  in  such  a  manner  as  conveyed 
no  favourable  idea  of  his  spirit  and  understanding.  He 
seems  to  have  been  emasculated  by  religion :  he  was  de- 
serted by  that  courage  and  magnanimity  for  which  his 
youth  had  been  distinguished.  He  did  not  discover 
great  sensibility  at  the  loss  of  his  kingdom.  All  his  fa- 
culties were  swallowed  up  in  bigotry.  Instead  of  con- 
triving plans  for  retrieving  his  crown,  he  held  conferences 
with  the  Jesuits  on  topics  of  religion.  The  pity  which 
his  misfortunes  excited  in  Louis  was  mingled  with  con- 
tempt. The  pope  supplied  him  with  indulgences,  while 
the  Romans  laughed  at  him  in  pasquinades :  '^  There  is 
a  pious  man  (said  the  Archbishop  of  Rheims,  ironically) 
who  has  sacrificed  three  crowns  for  a  mass."  In  a  word, 
he  subjected  himself  to  the  ridicule  and  raillery  of  the 
French  nation. 

All  the  hope  of  re-ascending  the  British  throne  de-  Tyrconnei 
pended  upon  his  friends  in  Scotland  and  Ireland.  Tyr-  wUh  King^ 
connel,  who  commanded  in  this  last  kingdom,  was  con-  wiiiiam. 
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CHAP,  firmed  in  his  attachment  to  James,  by  the  persuasions  of 
V  ^;  ,  Hamilton,  who  had  undertaken  for  his  submission  to  the 
1689.  Prince  of  Orange.  Nevertheless,  he  disguised  his  senti- 
ments, and  temporised  with  William,  until  James  should 
be  able  to  supply  him  with  reinforcements  from  France, 
which  he  earnestly  solicited  by  private  messages.  In  the 
mean  time,  with  a  view  to  cajole  the  Protestants  of  Ire- 
land, and  amuse  King  William  with  hope  of  his  submis- 
sion, he  persuaded  the  Lord  Mountjoy,  in  whom  the 
Protestants  chiefly  confided,  and  Baron  Rice,  to  go  in 
person  with  a  commission  to  James,  representing  the  ne- 
cessity of  yielding  to  the  times,  and  of  waiting  a  fitter 
opportunity  to  make  use  of  his  Irish  subjects.  Mount- 
joy,  on  his  arrival  at  Paris,  instead  of  being  favoured  with 
an  audience  by  James,  to  explain  the  reasons  which  Tyr- 
connel  had  suggested  touching  the  inability  of  Ireland  to 
restore  his  majesty,  was  committed  prisoner  to  the  Bas- 
tile,  on  account  of  the  zeal  with  which  he  had  espoused 
the  Protestant  interest.  Although  Louis  was  sincerely 
disposed  to  assist  James  effectually,  his  intentions  were 
obstructed  by  the  disputes  of  his  ministry.  Louvois  pos- 
sessed the  chief  credit  in  council ;  but  Seignelai  enjoyed 
a  greater  share  of  personal  favour,  both  with  the  king 
and  Madame  de  Maintenon,  the  favourite  concubine. 
To  this  nobleman,  as  secretary  for  marine  affairs,  James 
made  his  chief  application ;  and  he  had  promised  the 
command  of  the  troops  destined  for  his  service  to  Lau- 
sun,  whom  Louvois  hated.  For  these  reasons  this  minister 
thwarted  his  measures,  and  retarded  the  assistance  which 
Louis  had  promised  toward  his  restoration. 
James  ar-  Yet  notwithstanding  all  his  opposition,  the  succours 
were  prepared,  and  the  fleet  ready  to  put  to  sea  by  the 
latter  end  of  February.  The  French  king  is  said  to  have 
offered  an  army  of  fifteen  thousand  natives  of  France  to 
serve  in  this  expedition;  but  James  replied,  that  he 
would  succeed  by  the  help  of  his  own  subjects,  or  perish 
in  the  attempt.  Accordingly,  he  contented  himself  with 
about  twelve  hundred  British  subjects  ^  and  a  good  num- 

f  James  in  this  expedition  was  attended  by  the  Duke  of  Berwick  and  by  his 
brother,  Mr.  Fitzjames,  grand  prior,  the  Duke  of  Powis,  the  Earls  of  Dover,  Mel- 
fort,  Abercorn,  and  Seaforth  ;  the  Lords  Henry  and  Thomas  Howard,  the  Lords 
Drummond,  Dungan,  Trendraught,  Buchan,  Hundson,  and  Brittas  ;  the  Bishops 
of  Chester  and  Galway  ;   the  late  Lord  Chief- Justice  Herbert ;  the  Marquis 


rives  m 
Ireland. 
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ber  of  French  officers,  who  were  embarked  in  the  fleet    chap. 

at  Brest,  consisting  of  fourteen  ships  of  the  line,  seven  v ?; ; 

frigates,  three  fire-ships,  with  a  good  number  of  trans-  ^^^• 
ports.  The  French  king  also  supplied  him  with  a  con- 
siderable quantity  of  arms  for  the  use  of  his  adherents 
in  Ireland;  accommodated  him  with  a  large  sum  of 
money,  superb  equipages,  store  of  plate,  and  necessaries 
of  all  kinds  for  the  camp  and  the  household.  At  part- 
ing he  presented  him  with  his  own  cuirass,  and  embracing 
him  affectionately,  "  The  best  thing  I  can  wish  you  (said 
he)  is,  that  I  may  never  see  you  again."  On  the  seventh 
day  of  March,  James  embarked  at  Brest,  together  with 
the  Count  D'Avaux,  who  accompanied  him  in  quality  of 
ambassador,  and  his  principal  officers.  He  was  detained 
in  the  harbour  by  contrary  winds  till  the  seventeenth 
day  of  the  month,  when  he  set  sail,  and  on  the  twenty- 
second  landed  at  Kinsale  in  Ireland.  By  this  time,  King 
William  perceiving  himself  amused  by  Tyrconnel,  had 
published  a  declaration,  requiring  the  Irish  to  lay  down 
their  arms,  and  submit  to  the  new  government.  On  the 
twenty-second  day  of  February,  thirty  ships  of  war  had 
been  put  in  commission,  and  the  command  of  them  con- 
ferred upon  Admiral  Herbert ;  but  the  armament  was 
retarded  in  such  a  manner,  by  the  disputes  of  the  coun- 
cil, and  the  king's  attention  to  the  affairs  of  the  conti- 
nent, that  the  admiral  was  not  in  a  condition  to  sail  till 
the  beginning  of  April,  and  then  with  part  of  his  fleet 
only.  James  was  received  with  open  arms  at  Kinsale, 
and  the  whole  country  seemed  to  be  at  his  devotion :  for, 
although  the  Protestants  in  the  North  had  declared  for 
the  new  government,  their  strength  and  number  was 
deemed  inconsiderable  when  compared  with  the  power 
of  Tyrconnel.  This  minister  had  disarmed  all  the  other 
Protestant  subjects  in  one  day,  and  assembled  an  army 
of  thirty  thousand  foot,  and  eight  thousand  cavalry,  for 
the  service  of  his  master. 

D'Estrades,  M.  de  Rosene,  mareschal  de  champ  ;  Mamoe,  Pusignan,  and  Lori, 
lieutenant-generals  ;  Prontee,  engineer-general ;  the  Marquis  d' Abbeville,  Sir 
John  Sparrow,  Sir  Roger  Strictland,  Sir  William  Jennings,  Sir  Henry  Bond,  Sir 
Charles  Carney,  Sir  Edward  Vaudrey,  Sir  Charles  Murray,  Sir  Robert  Parker, 
Su:  Alphonso  Maiolo,  Sir  Samuel  Foxon,  and  Sir  William  Wallis  ;  by  the  Colonels 
Porter,  Sarsfield,  Anthony  and  John  Hamilton,  Simon  and  Henry  Luttrel,  Ramsay, 
Dorrmgton,  Sutherland,  Clifford,  Parker,  Purcel,  Cannon,  and  Fielding,  with 
about  two-and-twenty  other  officers  of  inferior  rank. 

VOL.  I.  D 
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CHAP.        In  the  latter  end  of  March,  James  made  his  public 

^ f; ,  entry  into  Dublin,  amidst  the  acclamations  of  the  inha- 

1689.  bitants.  He  was  met  at  the  castle-ffate  by  a  procession 
sues  five  of  popish  bishops  and  priests  in  their  pontificals,  bearing 
prociama-  jj^q  Jjqq^^  which  he  publicly  adored.  He  dismissed  fi-om 
Dublin,  the  council-board  the  Lord  Granard,  Judge  Keating,  and 
other  Protestants,  who  had  exhorted  the  lord-lieutenant 
to  an  accommodation  with  the  new  government.  In 
their  room  he  admitted  the  French  ambassador,  the 
Bishop  of  Chester,  Colonel  Dorrington,  and,  by  degrees, 
the  principal  noblemen  who  accompanied  him  in  the  ex- 
pedition. On  the  second  day  after  his  arrival  in  Dublin, 
he  issued  five  proclamations :  the  first  recalled  all  the 
subjects  of  Ireland  who  had  abandoned  the  kingdom  by 
a  certain  time,  on  pain  of  outlawry  and  confiscation,  and 
requiring  all  persons  to  join  him  against  the  Prince  of 
Orange.  The  second  contained  expressions  of  acknow- 
ledgment to  his  Catholic  subjects  for  their  vigilance  and 
fidelity,  and  an  injunction  to  such  as  were  not  actually  in 
his  service,  to  retain  and  lay  up  their  arms  until  it  should 
be  found  necessary  to  use  them  for  his  advantage.  By 
the  third  he  invited  the  subjects  to  supply  his  army  with 
provisions;  and  prohibited  the  soldiers  to  take  any  thing 
without  payment.  By  the  fourth  he  raised  the  value  of 
the  current  coin ;  and  in  the  fifth  he  summoned  a  Parlia- 
ment to  meet  on  the  seventh  day  of  May  at  Dublin. 
Finally,  he  created  Tyrconnel  a  duke,  in  consideration 
of  his  eminent  services. 
Siege  of  The  adherents  of  James  in  England  pressed  him  to 
London-  gettlc  the  affairs  of  Ireland  immediately,  and  bring  over 
his  army  either  to  the  north  of  England,  or  the  west  of 
Scotland,  where  it  might  be  joined  by  his  party,  and  act 
without  delay  against  the  usurper ;  but  his  council  dis- 
suaded him  from  complying  with  their  solicitations,  until 
Ireland  should  be  totally  reduced  to  obedience.  On  the 
first  alarm  of  an  intended  massacre,  the  Protestants  of 
Londonderry  had  shut  their  gates  against  the  regiment 
commanded  by  the  Earl  of  Antrim,  and  resolved  to  de- 
fend themselves  against  the  lord-lieutenant.  They  trans- 
mitted this  resolution  to  the  government  of  England, 
together  with  an  account  of  the  danger  they  incurred  by 
such  a  vigorous  measure,  and  implored  immediate  assist- 
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ance.  They  were  accordingly  supplied  with  some  arms 
and  ammunition,  but  did  not  receive  any  considerable 
reinforcement  till  the  middle  of  April,  when  two  regi-  *^^^- 
ments  arrived  in  Loughfoyl,  under  the  command  of  Cun- 
ningham and  Richards.  By  this  time,  King  James  had 
taken  Coleraine,  invested  Killmore,  and  was  almost  in 
sight  of  Londonderry.  George  Walker,  rector  of  Donagh- 
more,  who  had  raised  a  regiment  for  the  defence  of  the 
Protestants,  conveyed  this  intelligence  to  Lundy,  the 
governor.  This  officer  directed  him  to  join  Colonel 
Grafton,  and  take  post  at  the  Long-causey,  which  he 
maintained  a  whole  night  against  the  advanced  guard  of 
the  enemy ;  until  being  overpowered  by  numbers,  he  re- 
treated to  Londonderry,  and  exhorted  the  governor  to 
take  the  field,  as  the  army  of  King  James  was  not  yet 
completely  formed.  Lundy  assembling  a  council  of  war, 
at  which  Cunningham  and  Richards  assisted,  they  agreed, 
that  as  the  place  was  not  tenable,  it  would  be  imprudent 
to  land  the  two  regiments ;  and  that  the  principal  officers 
should  withdraw  themselves  from  Londonderry,  the  in- 
habitants of  which  would  obtain  the  more  favourable 
capitulation  in  consequence  of  their  retreat.  An  officer 
was  immediately  despatched  to  King  James,  with  pro- 
posals of  a  negotiation  ;  and  Lieutenant-General  Hamil- 
ton agreed  that  the  army  should  halt  at  the  distance  of 
four  miles  from  the  town.  Notwithstanding  this  pre- 
liminary, James  advanced  at  the  head  of  his  troops ;  but 
met  with  such  a  warm  reception  from  the  besieged,  that 
he  was  fain  to  retire  to  St.  John's  Town  in  some  disorder. 
The  inhabitants  and  soldiers  in  garrison  at  Londonderry 
were  so  incensed  at  the  members  of  the  council  of  war, 
who  had  resolved  to  abandon  the  place,  that  they  threat- 
ened immediate  vengeance.  Cunningham  and  Richards 
retired  to  their  ships,  and  Lundy  locked  himself  in  his 
chamber.  In  vain  did  Walker  and  Major  Baker  exhort 
him  to  maintain  his  government.  Such  was  his  cow- 
ardice or  treachery,  that  he  absolutely  refused  to  be  con- 
cerned in  the  defence  of  the  place,  and  he  was  suffered 
to  escape  in  disguise,  with  a  load  of  match  upon  his 
back ;  but  he  was  afterwards  apprehended  in  Scotland, 
from  whence  he  was  sent  to  London  to  answer  for  his 
perfidy  or  misconduct. 

d2 
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CHAP.  After  his  retreat,  the  townsmen  chose  Mr.  Walker  and 
N — .\ — J  Major  Baker  for  their  governors,  with  joint  authority ; 
The  inha-  ^ut  this  office  they  would  not  undertake,  until  it  had 
bitants  de-  been  offered  to  Colonel  Cunningham,  as  the  officer  next 
seWes  with  1^  commaud  to  Lundy.  He  rejected  the  proposal,  and 
surprising  -^jth  Richards  returned  to  England,  where  they  were 
and^pfrse-  immediately  cashiered.  The  two  new  governors  thus 
verance.  abandoned  to  their  fate,  began  to  prepare  for  a  vigorous 
defence :  indeed  their  courage  seems  to  have  transcended 
the  bounds  of  discretion,  for  the  place  was  very  ill  forti- 
fied :  their  cannon,  which  did  not  exceed  twenty  pieces, 
were  wretchedly  mounted  :  they  had  not  one  engineer 
to  direct  their  operations :  they  had  a  very  small  number 
of  horse :  the  garrison  consisted  of  people  unacquainted 
with  military  discipline :  they  were  destitute  of  provisions: 
they  were  besieged  by  a  king  in  person,  at  the  head  of  a 
formidable  army,  directed  by  good  officers,  and  supplied 
with  all  the  necessary  implements  for  a  siege  or  battle.  This 
town  was  invested  on  the  twentieth  day  of  April :  the  bat- 
teries were  soon  opened,  and  several  attacks  were  made 
with  great  impetuosity ;  but  the  besiegers  were  always  re- 
pulsed with  considerable  loss.  The  townsmen  gained  divers 
advantages  in  repeated  sallies,  and  would  have  held  their 
enemies  in  the  utmost  contempt,  had  they  not  been 
afflicted  with  a  contagious  distemper,  as  well  as  reduced 
to  extremity,  by  want  of  provision.  They  were  even 
tantalized  in  their  distress ;  for  they  had  the  mortifica- 
tion to  see  some  ships  which  had  arrived  with  supplies 
from  England  prevented  from  sailing  up  the  river  by  the 
batteries  the  enemy  had  raised  on  both  sides,  and  a 
boom  with  which  they  had  blocked  up  the  channel.  At 
length,  a  reinforcement  arrived  in  the  Lough,  under  the 
command  of  General  Kirke,  who  had  deserted  his  mas- 
ter, and  been  employed  in  the  service  of  King  William. 
He  found  means  to  convey  intelligence  to  Walker,  that 
he  had  troops  and  provisions  on  board  for  their  relief, 
but  found  it  impracticable  to  sail  up  the  river :  he  pro- 
mised, however,  that  he  would  land  a  body  of  forces  at 
the  Inch,  and  endeavour  to  make  a  diversion  in  their 
favour,  when  joined  by  the  troops  at  Inniskillin,  which 
amounted  to  five  thousand  men,  including  two  thousand 
cavalry.     He  said  he  expected  six  thousand  men  from 
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England,  where  they  were  embarked  before  he  set  saiK    chap. 

He  exhorted  them  to  persevere  in  their  courage  and  v \ , 

loyalty,  and  assured  them  he  would  come  to  their  relief  ^^^^• 
at  all  hazards.  These  assurances  enabled  them  to  bear 
their  miseries  a  little  longer,  though  their  numbers  daily 
diminished.  Major  Baker  dying,  his  place  was  filled  with 
Colonel  Michelburn,  who  now  acted  as  colleague  to 
Mr.  Walker. 

King  James  having  returned  to  Dublin,  to  be  pre-  Cruelty  of 
sent  at  the  Parliament,  the  command  of  his  army  de-  French  get 
volved  to  the  French  General  Rosene,  who  was  exas-  nerai. 
perated  at  such  an  obstinate  opposition  by  a  handful  of 
half-starved  militia.     He  threatened  to  raze  the  town 
to  its  foundations,  and  destroy  the  inhabitants,  without 
distinction  of  age  or  sex,  unless  they  would  immediately 
submit  themselves  to  their  lawful  sovereign.    The  gover- 
nors treated  his  menaces  with  contempt,  and  published 
an  order  that  no  person,  on  pain  of  death,  should  talk  of 
surrendering.     They  had  now  consumed  the  last  remains 
of  their  provision,  and  supported  life  by  eating  the  flesh 
of  horses,  dogs,  cats,  rats,  mice,  tallow,  starch,  and  salted 
hides,  and    even  this    loathsome   food    began   to    fail. 
Rosene,  finding  them  deaf  to  all  his  proposals,  threatened 
to  wreak  his  vengeance  on  all  the  Protestants  of  that 
country,  and  drive  them  under  the  walls  of  Londonderry, 
where  they  should  be  suffered  to  perish  by  famine.   The 
Bishop  of  Meath,  being  informed  of  this  design,  com- 
plained to  King  James  of  the  barbarous  intention,  en- 
treating his  majesty  to  prevent  its  being  put  in  execu- 
tion.     That  prince  assured  him  that  he  had  already 
ordered  Rosene  to  desist  from  such  proceedings.    Never- 
theless, the  Frenchman  executed  his  threats  with  the 
utmost  rigour.     Parties  of  dragoons  were  detached  on 
this  cruel  service :  after  having  stripped  all  the  Protes- 
tants for  thirty  miles  round,  they  drove  these  unhappy 
people  before  them  like  cattle,  without  even  sparing  the 
enfeebled  old  men,  nurses  with  infants  at  their  breasts, 
tender  children,  women  just  delivered,  and  some  even 
in  the  panffs  of  labour.     Above  four  thousand  of  these 
miserable  objects  were  driven  under  the  walls  of  Lon- 
donderry.    This  expedient,  far  from  answering  the  pur- 
pose of  Rosene,  produced  a  quite  contrary  effect.     The 
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besieged  were  so  exasperated  at  this  act  of  inhumanity, 
that  they  resolved  to  perish  rather  than  submit  to  such 
a  barbarian.  They  erected  a  gibbet  in  sight  of  the  enemy, 
and  sent  a  message  to  the  French  general,  importing, 
that  they  would  hang  all  the  prisoners  they  had  taken 
during  thie  siege,  unless  the  Protestants  whom  they  had 
driven  under  the  walls  should  be  immediately  dismissed. 
This  threat  produced  a  negotiation,  in  consequence  of 
which  the  Protestants  were  released,  after  they  had  been 
detained  three  days  without  tasting  food.     Some  hun- 
dreds died  of  famine  or  fatigue;  and  those  who  lived  to 
return  to  their  own  habitations,  found  them  plundered 
and  sacked  by  the  Papists,  so  that  the  greater  number 
perished  for  want,  or  were  murdered  by  the  straggling 
parties  of  the  enemy ;  yet  these,  very  people  had  for  the 
most  part  obtained  protections  from  King  James,  to 
which  no  respect  was  paid  by  his  general. 
London-         fhe  Mrrison  of  Londonderry  was  now  reduced  from 
lieved  by    sevou  to  five  thousaud  seven  hundred  men,  and  these  were 
Kirke.       driven  to  such  extremity  of  distress,  that  they  began  to 
talk  of  killing  the  popish  inhabitants,  and  feeding  on  their 
bodies.     In  this  emergency,  Kirke,  who  had  hitherto  lain 
inactive,  ordered  two  ships  laden  with  provisions  to  sail 
up  the  river,  under  convoy  of  the  Dartmouth  frigate. 
One  of  these,  called  the  Mountjoy,  broke  the  enemy's 
boom :  and  all  the  three,  after  having  sustained  a  very 
hot  fire  from  ihoth  sides  of  the  river,  arrived  in  safety  at 
the  town,  to  *he  inexpressible  joy  of  the  inhabitants. 
The  army  of  James  were  so  dispirited  by  the  success  of 
this  enterprise,  that  they  abandoned  the  siege  in  the  night, 
and  retired  with  precipitation,  after  having  lost  about 
nine  thousand  men  before  the  place.     Kirke  no  sooner 
took  possession  of  the  town,  than  Walker  was  prevailed 
upon  to  embark  for  England,  with  an  address  of  thanks 
from  the  inhabitants  to  their  majesties  for  the  seasonable 
relief  they  had  received. 
The  innis-      The  luniskilliuers  were  no  less  remarkable  than  the 
defeat™nd  P^^plc  of  Londonderry  for  the  valour  and  perseverance 
take  Gene-  with  which  they  opposed  the  Papists.    They  raised  twelve 
carty.*       companies,  which  they  regimented  under  the  command 
of  Gustavus  Hamilton,  whom  they  chose  for  their  gover- 
nor.  They  proclaimed  William  and  Mary  on  the  eleventh 


WILLIAM  AND  MARY.  39 

day  of  March ;  and  resolved  in  a  general  council  to  main-    chap. 

tain  their  title  against  all  opposition.     The  Lord  Gilmoy  i ^'    ^ 

invested  the  castle  of  Crom  belonging  to  the  Protestants  ^®^^- 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Inniskillin,  the  inhabitants  of 
which  threw  succours  into  the  place,  and  compelled 
Gilmoy  to  retire  to  Belturbet.  A  detachmetit  of  the 
garrison,  commanded  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lloyd,  took 
and  demolished  the  castle  of  Aughor,  and  they  gained 
the  advantage  in  several  skirmishes  with  the  enemy.  On 
the  day  that  preceded  the  relief  of  Londonderry,  they 
defeated  six  thousand  Irish  Papists  at  a  place  called 
Newton-Butler,  and  took  their  commander  Macarty, 
commonly  called  Lord  Montcashel. 

The  Irish  Parliament  being  assembled  at  Dublin,  ac-  Meeting  of 
cording  to  the  proclamation  of  King  James,  he,  in  a  speech  pariia-*^ 
from  the  throne,  thanked  them  for  the  zeal,  courage,  and  "^ent. 
loyalty  they  had  manifested  ;  extolled  the  generosity  of 
the  French  king,  who  had  enabled  him  to  visit  them  in 
person ;  insisted  upon  executing  his  design  of  establish- 
ing liberty  of  conscience  as  a  step  equally  agreeable  to 
the  dictates  of  humanity  and  discretion,  and  promised  to 
concur  with  them  in  enacting  such  laws  as  would  contri- 
bute to  the  peace,  affluence,  and  security  of  his  subjects. 
Sir  Richard  Neagle,  being  chosen  speaker  of  the  Com- 
mons, moved  for  an  address  of  thanks  to  his  majesty,  and 
that  the  Count  D'Avaux  should  be  desired  to  make  their 
acknowledgments  to  the  most  Christian  king,  for  the 
generous  assistance  he  had  given   to  their  sovereign. 
These  addresses  being  drawn  up,  with  the  concurrence  of 
both  Houses,  a  bill  was  brought  in  to  recognize  the 
king's  title,  to  express  their  abhorrence  of  the  usurpation 
by  the  Prince  of  Orange,  as  well  as  of  the  defection  of 
the  English.     Next  day  James  published  a  declaration, 
complaining  of  the  calumnies  which  his  enemies  had 
sjM'ead  to  his  prejudice ;  expatiating  upon  his  own  im- 
partiality in  preferring  his  Protestant  subjects ;  his  care 
in  protecting  them  from  their  enemies,  in  redressing  their 
grievances,  and  in  granting  liberty  of  conscience ;  promis- 
ing that  he  would  take  no  step  but  with  the  approbation 
of  Parliament ;  offering  a  free  pardon  to  all  persons  who 
should  desert  his  enemies,  and  join  with  him  in  four-and- 
twenty  days,  after  his  landing  in  Ireland,  and  charging 
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€HAP.    all  the  blood  that  might  be  shed  upon  those  who  should 

, ]' ,  continue  in  rebellion. 

1689.         His  conduct,  however,  very  ill  agreed  with  his  decla- 
peaUhe  act  ratiou ;  noF  can  it  be  excused  on  any  other  supposition, 
of  settle-     })ut  that  of  his  being  governed,  in  some  cases,  against  his 
™^'* '        own  inclination,  by  the  Count  D'Avaux,  and  the  Irish 
Catholics,  on  whom  his  whole  dependence  was  placed. 
As  both  Houses  were  chiefly  filled  with  members  of  that 
persuasion,  we  ought  not  to  wonder  at  their  bringing  in  a 
bill  for  repealing  the  act  of  settlement,  by  which  the 
Protestants  of  the  kingdom  had  been  secured  in  the  pos- 
session of  their  estates.     These  were  by  this  law  divested 
of  their  lands,  which  reverted  to  the  heirs  of  those  Catho- 
lics to  whom  they  belonged  before  their  rebellion.     This 
iniquitous  bill  was  framed  in  such  a  manner,  that  no  re- 
gard was  paid  to  such  Protestant  owners  as  had  purchased 
estates  for  valuable  considerations:  no  allowance  was 
made  for  improvements,  nor  any  provision  for  Protestant 
widows :  the  possessor  and  tenants  were  not  even  allowed 
to  remove  their  stock  and  corn.     When  the  bill  was  sent 
up  to  the  Lords,  Dr.  Dopping,  Bishop  of  Meath,  op- 
posed it  with  equal  courage  and  ability :  and  an  address 
in  behalf  of  the  purchasers  under  the  act  of  settlement 
was  presented  to  the  king  by  the  Earl  of  Granard :  but 
notwithstanding  these  remonstrances,  it  received  the  royal 
assent:  and  the  Protestants  of  Ireland  were  mostly  ruined. 
Pass  an  act      Yet,  in  Order  to  complete  their  destruction,  an  act  of 
^g*|^^*"^^^  attainder  was  passed  against  all   Protestants,  whether 
sentees.      male  or  female,  whether  of  high  or  low  degree,  who  were 
absent  from  the  kingdom,  as  well  as  against  all  those  who 
retired  into  any  part  of  the  three  kingdoms,  who  did  not 
own  the  authority  of  King  James,  or  correspond  with 
rebels,  or  were  any  ways  aiding,  abetting,  or  assisting  to 
them  from  the  first  day  of  August  in  the  preceding  year. 
The  number  of  Protestants  attainted  by  name  in  this  act 
amounted  to  about  three  thousand,  including  two  arch- 
bishops, one  duke,  seventeen  earls,  seven  countesses,  as 
many  bishops,  eighteen  barons,  three-and-thirty  baronets, 
one-and-fifty  knights,  eighty-three  clergymen,  who  were 
declared  traitors,  and  adjudged  to  suffer  the  pains  of 
death  and  forfeiture.     The  individuals  subjected  to  this 
dreadful  proscription  were  even  cut  off  from  all  hope  of 
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pardon,  and  all  benefit  of  appeal ;  for,  by  a  clause  in  the  chap. 
act,  the  king's  pardon  was  deemed  null,  unless  enrolled  ,  ^;  . 
before  the  first  day  of  December.  A  subsequent  law  was  ^^^^• 
enacted,  declaring  Ireland  independent  of  the  English 
Parliament.  This  assembly  passed  another  act,  granting 
twenty  thousand  pounds  per  annum,  out  of  the  forfeited 
estates,  to  Tjrrconnel,  in  acknowledgment  of  his  signal 
services ;  they  imposed  a  tax  of  twenty  thousand  pounds 
per  month  for  the  service  of  the  king :  the  royal  assent 
was  given  to  an  act  for  liberty  of  conscience ;  they  enacted 
that  the  tithes  payable  by  Papists  should  be  delivered  to 
priests  of  that  communion  ;  the  maintenance  of  the  Pro- 
testant clergy  in  cities  and  corporations  was  taken  away ; 
and  all  dissenters  were  exempted  from  ecclesiastical 
jurisdictions.  So  that  the  established  church  was  de- 
prived of  all  power  and  prerogative;  notwithstanding 
the  express  promise  of  James,  who  had  declared,  imme- 
diately after  his  landing,  that  he  would  maintain  the 
clergy  in  their  rights  and  privileges. 

Nor  was  the  king  less  arbitrary  in  the  executive  part  Ja^nes 
of  his  government,  if  we  suppose  that  he  countenanced  money.**^ 
the  ffrievous  acts  of  oppression  that  were  daily  committed  The  Pro- 

•  testftnts  of 

upon  the  Protestant  subjects  of  Ireland :  but  the  tyranny  Ireland 
of  his  proceedings  may  be  justly  imputed  to  the  temper  c™e'^y  op- 
of  his  ministry,  consisting  of  men  abandoned  to  all  sense  ^^* 
of  justice  and  humanity,  who  acted  from  the  dictates  of 
rapacity  and  revenge,  inflamed  with  all  the  acrimony  of 
religious  rancour.  Soldiers  were  permitted  to  live  upon 
free  quarter:  the  people  were  robbed  and  plundered: 
licences  and  protections  were  abused,  in  order  to  extort 
money  from  the  trading  part  of  the  nation.  The  king's 
old  stores  were  ransacked  :  the  shops  of  tradesmen,  and 
the  kitchens  of  burghers,  were  pillaged  to  supply  the  mint 
with  a  quantity  of  brass,  which  was  converted  into  cur- 
rent coin  for  his  majesty's  occasions :  an  arbitrary  value 
was  set  upon  it,  and  all  persons  were  required  and  com- 
manded to  take  it  in  payment  under  the  severest  penal- 
ties, though  the  proportion  between  its  intrinsic  worth 
and  currency  was  nearly  as  one  to  three  hundred.  A 
vast  sum  of  this  counterfeit  coin  was  issued  in  the  course 
of  one  year,  and  forced  upon  the  Protestants  in  payment 
of  merchandise,  provision,  and  necessaries,  for  the  king's 
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service.  James,  not  content  with  the  supply  granted  by 
Parliament,  imposed  by  his  own  authority  a  tax  of  twenty 
1680.  thousand  pounds  per  month  on  chattels,  as  the  former  was 
laid  upon  lands.  This  seems  to  have  been  a  temporary 
expedient  during  the  adjournment  of  the  two  Houses,  as 
the  term  of  the  assessment  was  limited  to  three  months; 
it  was,  however,  levied  by  virtue  of  a  commission  under 
the  seals :  and  seems  to  have  been  a  stretch  of  preroga- 
tive, the  less  excusable,  as  he  might  have  obtained  the 
money  in  a  parliamentary  way.  Understanding  that 
the  Protestants  had  laid  out  all  their  brass  money,  in  pur- 
chasing great  quantities  of  hides,  tallow,  wool,  and  com, 
he  assumed  the  despotic  power  of  fixing  the  prices  of 
these  commodities,  and  then  bought  them  for  his  own 
use.  One  may  see,  his  ministers  were  bent  upon  the 
utter  destruction  of  those  unhappy  people. 
Their  All  vacaucies  in  public  schools  were  supplied  with  po- 

^rseilTed  P^®^^  teachers.  The  pension  allowed  from  the  exchequer 
by  the  to  the  University  of  Dublin  was  cut  off:  the  vice-provost, 
and  the^y'  fellows,  and  scholars  were  expelled :  their  furniture,  plate, 
are  forbid  and  pubHc  library,  were  seized,  without  the  least  shadow 

to  assemble     n         ,  t  •       :%*        i      •    ^    .*  p  •        j^v      i  • 

on  pain  of  of  pretcuce,  and  m  direct  violation  of  a  promise  the  king 
death.  \^qj^  made  to  preserve  their  privileges  and  immunities. 
His  officers  converted  the  college  into  a  garrison,  the 
chapel  into  a  magazine,  and  the  apartments  into  prisons : 
a  popish  priest  was  appointed  provost :  one  Macarty  of 
the  same  persuasion  was  made  library-keeper :  and  the 
whole  foundation  was  changed  into  a  Catholic  seminary. 
When  bishoprics  and  benefices  in  the  gift  of  the  crown 
became  vacant,  the  king  ordered  the  profits  to  be  lodged 
in  the  exchequer,  and  suffered  the  cures  to  be  totally 
neglected.  The  revenues  were  chiefly  employed  in  the 
maintenance  of  Romish  bishops  and  priests,  who  grew  so 
insolent  under  this  indulgence,  that  in  several  places  they 
forcibly  seized  the  Protestant  churches.  When  com- 
plaint was  made  of  this  outrage,  the  king  promised  to  do 
justice  to  the  injured ;  and  in  some  places  actually  ordered 
the  churches  to  be  rastored :  but  the  popish  clergy  refused 
to  comply  with  this  order,  alleging  that  in  spirituals  they 
owed  obedience  to  no  earthly  power  but  the  holy  see ; 
and  James  found  himself  unable  to  protect  his  Protestant 
subjects  against  a  powerful  body  which  he  durst  not  dis- 
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oblige.     Some  ships  appearing  in  the  bay  of  Dublin,  a    chap. 

proclamation  was  issued,  forbidding  the  Protestants  to  v ^' ; 

assemble  in  any  place  of  worship,  or  elsewhere,  on  pain  ^^*^- 
of  death.  By  a  second,  they  were  commanded  to  bring 
in  their  arms,  on  pain  of  being  treated  as  rebels  and 
traitors.  Luttrel,  governor  of  Dublin,  published  an  ordi- 
nance by  beat  of  drum,  requiring  the  farmers  to  bring  in 
their  corn  for  his  majesty's  horses  within  a  certain  day, 
otherwise  he  would  order  them  to  be  hanged  before  their 
own  doors.  Brigadier  Sarsfield  commanded  all  Protes- 
tants of  a  certain  district  to  retire  to  the  distance  of  ten 
miles  from  their  habitations,  on  pain  of  death ;  and,  in 
order  to  keep  up  the  credit  of  the  brass  money,  the  same 
penalty  was  denounced,  in  a  proclamation,  against  any 
person  who  should  give  more  than  one  pound  eighteen 
shilUngs  for  a  guinea. 

All  the  revenues  of  Ireland,  and  all  the  schemes  con-  Admiral 
trived  to  bolster  up  the  credit  of  the  base  coin,  would  woreteS^by 
have  proved  insufficient  to  support  the  expenses  of  the  **»«  French 

11.     T  •J  •         ^  I*/*  fleet  in  an 

war,  had  not  James  received  occasional  supplies  iromengage- 
the  French  monarch.  After  the  return  of  the  fleet  ™«"*°®*^ 
which  had  conveyed  him  to  Ireland,  Louis  sent  another  bay.  ^ 
strong  squadron,  commanded  by  Chateau  Renault,  as  a 
convoy  to  some  transports  laden  with  arms,  ammunition, 
and  a  large  sum  of  money  for  the  use  of  King  James. 
Before  they  sailed  from  Brest,  King  William,  being  in- 
formed of  their  destination,  detached  Admiral  Herbert 
from  Spithead  with  twelve  ships  of  the  line,  one  fire-ship, 
and  four  tenders,  in  order  to  intercept  the  enemy.  He 
was  driven  by  stress  of  weather  into  Milford-haven,  from 
whence  he  steered  his  course  to  Kinsale,  on  the  supposi- 
tion that  the  French  fleet  had  sailed  from  Brest ;  and 
that,  in  all  probability,  he  should  fall  in  with  them  on 
the  coast  of  Ireland.  On  the  first  day  of  May  he  dis- 
covered them  at  anchor  in  Bantrey-bay,  and  stood  in  to 
engage  them,  though  they  were  greatly  superior  to  him  in 
number.  They  no  sooner  perceived  him  at  daybreak,  than 
they  weighed,  stood  out  to  windward,  formed  their  line, 
bore  down,  and  began  the  action,  which  was  maintained 
for  two  hours  with  equal  valour  on  both  sides,  though 
the  English  fleet  sustained  considerable  damage  from  the 
superior  fire  of  the  enemy.    Herbert  tacked  several  times, 
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in  hope  of  gaining  the  weather-gage ;  but  the  French 
admiral  kept  his  wind  with  uncommon  skill  and  perse- 
1689.     verance.    At  length  the  English  squadron  stood  off  to  sea, 
and  maintained  a  running  fight  tilf  five  in  the  afternoon, 
when  Chateau  Renault  tacked  about,  and  returned  into  the 
bay,  content  with  the  honour  he  had  gained.     The  loss 
of  men  was  inconsiderable  on  both  sides ;  and,  where  the 
odds  were  so  great,  the  victor  could  not  reap  much  glory. 
Herbert  retired  to  the  isles  of  Scilly,  where  he  expected 
a  reinforcement ;  but  being  disappointed  in  this  expecta- 
tion, he  returned  to  Portsmouth  in  very  ill  humour,  with 
which  his  officers  and  men  were  infected.     The  common 
sailors  still  retained  some  attachment  to  James,  who  had 
formerly  been  a  favourite  among  them  ;  and  the  officers 
complained  that  they  had  been  sent  upon  this  service  with 
Burnet,      a  forco  SO  much  inferior  to  that  of  the  enemy.    King  Wil- 
K^ng!*'^*    liam,  in  ord^r  to  appease  their  discontent,  made  an  excur- 
Beicarres.  gjon  to  Portsmouth,  whore  he  dined  with  the  admiral  on 
ette.*    ^^  boiard  the  ship  Elizabeth,  declared  his  intention  of  creating 
Voltaire.    ]^{^j^  ^iu  earl,  in  consideration  of  his  good  conduct  and  ser- 
vices, conferred  the  honour  of  knighthood  on  the  Captains 
Ashby  and  Shovel,  and  bestowed  a  donation  of  ten  shil- 
lings on  every  private  sailor. 
Divers  sen-      The  Parliament  of  England  thought  it  incumbent  upon 
attSndera  them,  uot  oulv  to  raise  supplies  for  the  maintenance  of 
reversed     the  War  in  which  the  nation  was  involved,  but  also  to  do 
men^*^    justicc  with  respect  to  those  who  had  been  injured  by 
illegal  or  oppressive  sentences  in  the  late  reigns.     The 
attainders  of  Lord  Russel,  Algernon  Sidney,  Alderman 
Cornish,  and  Lady  Lisle,  were  now  reversed.     A  com- 
mittee of  privileges  was  appointed  by  the  Lords  to  ex- 
amine the  case  of  the  Earl  of  Devonshire,  who  in  the 
late  reign  had  been  fined  thirty  thousand  pounds,  for 
assaulting  Colonel  Culpepper  in  the  presence  chamber. 
They  reported  that  the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  in  over- 
ruling the  earl's  plea  of  privilege  of  Parliament,  had  com- 
mitted a  manifest  breach  of  privilege :  that  the  fine  was 
excessive  and  exorbitant,  against  the  great  charter,  the 
common  right  of  the  subject,  and  the  law  of  the  realm. 
The  sentence  pronounced  upon  Samuel  Johnson,  chap- 
lain to  Lord  Russel,  in  consequence  of  which  he  had 
been  degraded,  fined,  scourged,  and  set  in  the  pillory, 
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was  now  annulled,  and  the  Commons  recommended  him  chap. 
to  his  majesty  for  some  ecclesiastical  preferment.  He  v_ 
received  one  thousand  pounds  in  money  with  a  pension  ^^^* 
of  three  hundred  pounds  for  his  own  life  and  that  of  his 
son,  who  was  moreover  gratified  with  a  place  of  one  hun- 
dred pounds  a  year ;  but  the  father  never  obtained  any 
ecclesiastical  benefice.  Titus  Oates  seized  this  oppor- 
tunity of  petitioning  the  House  of  Lords  for  a  reversal 
of  the  judgment  given  against  him  on  his  being  con- 
victed of  perjury.  The  opinions  of  all  the  judges  and 
counsel  at  the  bar  were  heard  on  this  subject,  and  a  bill 
of  reversal  passed  the  Commons :  but  the  Peers  having 
inserted  some  amendment  and  a  proviso,  a  conference 
was  demanded,  and  violent  heats  ensued.  Oates,  how- 
ever, was  released  from  confinement;  and  the  Lords, 
with  the  consent  of  the  Commons,  recommended  him  to 
his  majesty  for  a  pardon,  which  he  obtained,  together 
with  a  comfortable  pension.  The  committee  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  cases  of  the  state-prisoners  found 
Sir  Robert  Wright,  late  lord  chief-justice,  to  have  been 
concerned  in  the  cruelties  committed  in  the  West  after 
the  insurrection  of  Monmouth ;  as  also  one  of  the  eccle- 
siastical commissioners ;  and  guilty  of  manifold  enormi- 
ties. Death  had  by  this  time  delivered  JefFeries  from 
the  resentment  of  the  nation.  Graham  and  Burton  had 
acted  as  solicitors  in  the  illegal  prosecutions  carried  on 
against  those  who  opposed  the  court  in  the  reign  of 
Charles  11. ;  these  were  now  reported  guilty  of  having 
been  instrumental  in  taking  away  the  lives  and  estates 
of  those  who  had  suffered  the  loss  of  either  under  colour 
of  law  for  eight  years  last  past ;  of  having,  by  malicious 
indictments,  informations,  and  prosecutions  of  qtio  war- 
ranto, endeavoured  the  subversion  of  the  Protestant  re- 
ligion, and  the  government  of  the  realm  ;  and  of  having 
wasted  many  thousand  pounds  of  the  public  revenue  in 
the  course  of  their  infamous  practices. 

Nor  did  the  misconduct  of  the  present  ministry  escape  inquiry 
the  animadversion  of  the  Parliament.     The  Lords  hav-  cause  o^f 
ing  addressed  the  king  to  put  the  Isle  of  Wight,  Jersey,  mwcam- 
Guernsey,  Scilly,  Dover-castle,  and  the  other  fortresses  ireUnd. 
of  the  kingdom,  in  a  posture  of  defence,  and  to  disarm 
the  Papists,  empowered  a  committee  to  inquire  into  the 
miscarriages  in  Ireland,  which  were  generally  imputed  to 
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CHAP,    the  neglect  of  the  Marquisses  of  Caermarthen  and  Hali- 

,  fax.     They  presented  an  address  to  the  king,  desiring 

1689.  the  minute-book  of  the  committee  for  Irish  affairs  might 
be  put  into  their  hands ;  but  his  majesty  declined  grati- 
fying them  in  this  particular :  then  the  Commons  voted, 
that  those  persons  who  had  advised  the  king  to  delay 
this  satisfaction  were  enemies  to  the  kingdom.  Wil- 
liam, alarmed  at  this  resolution,  allowed  them  to  inspect 
the  book,  in  which  they  found  very  little  for  their  pur- 
pose. The  House  resolved  that  an  address  should  be 
presented  to  his  majesty,  declaring,  that  the  succour  of 
Ireland  had  been  retarded  by  unnecessary  delays ;  that 
the  transports  prepared  were  not  sufficient  to  convey  the 
forces  to  that  kingdom ;  and  that  several  ships  had  been 
taken  by  the  enemy,  for  want  of  proper  convoy.  At  the 
same  time  the  question  was  put,  whether  or  not  they 
should  address  the  king  against  the  Marquis  of  Halifax  : 
but  it  was  carried  in  the  negative  by  a  small  majority. 
Before  this  period.  How,  vice-chamberlain  to  the  queen, 
had  moved  for  an  address  against  such  counsellors  as  had 
been  impeached  in  Parliament,  and  betrayed  the  liber- 
ties of  the  nation. — ^This  motion  was  levelled  at  Caer- 
marthen and  Halifax,  the  first  of  whom  had  been  for- 
merly impeached  of  high  treason  under  the  title  of  Earl 
of  Danby ;  and  the  other  was  charged  with  all  the  mis- 
conduct of  the  present  administration.  Warm  debates 
ensued,  and  in  all  probability  the  motion  would  have 
been  carried  in  the  affirmative,  had  not  those  who  spoke 
warmly  in  behalf  of  it  suddenly  cooled  in  the  course  of 
the  dispute.  Some  letters  from  King  James  to  his  par- 
tizans  being  intercepted,  and  containing  some  hints  of  an 
intended  invasion,  Mr.  Hambden,  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House,  enlarged  upon  the  imminent 
danger  to  which  the  kingdom  was  exposed,  and  moved 
for  a  further  supply  to  his  majesty.  In  this  unexpected 
motion,  he  was  not  seconded  by  one  member.  The 
House,  however,  having  taken  the  letters  into  considera- 
tion, resolved  to  draw  up  an  address  to  the  king,  desiring 
him  to  secure  and  disarm  all  Papists  of  note ;  and  they 
brought  in  a  bill  for  attainting  several  persons  in  rebel- 
lion against  their  majesties :  but  it  was  not  finished  dur- 
ing this  session. 

Another  bill  being  prepared  in  the  House  of  Lords, 
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enjoining  the  subjects  to  wear  the  woollen  manufacture    chap. 

at  certain  seasons  of  the  year,  a  petition  was  presented  ^ ,; t 

against  it  by  the  silk-weavers  of  London  and  Canterbury,  gjjjf^^^ 
assembled  in  a  tumultuous  manner  at  Westminster.  The  in  this  sea- 
Lords  refused  their  petition,  because  this  was  an  unusual  JJI^ment"^ 
manner  of  application.  They  were  persuaded  to  return 
to  their  respective  places  of  abode;  precautions  were 
taken  against  a  second  riot ;  and  the  bill  was  unani- 
mously rejected  in  the  Upper  House.  This  Parliament 
passed  an  act,  vesting  in  the  two  universities  the  presen- 
tations belonging  to  Papists :  those  of  the  southern  coun- 
ties being  given  to  Oxford ;  and  those  of  the  northern 
to  Cambridge,  on  certain  specified  conditions.  Courts  of 
conscience  were  erected  at  Bristol,  Gloucester,  and  New- 
castle ;  and  that  of  the  Marches  of  Wales  was  abolished, 
as  an  intolerable  oppression.  The  Protestant  clergymen, 
who  had  been  forced  to  leave  their  benefices  in  Ireland, 
were  rendered  capable  of  holding  any  living  in  England, 
without  forfeiting  their  title  to  their  former  preferment, 
with  the  proviso  that  they  should  resign  their  English 
benefices  when  restored  to  those  they  had  been  obliged 
to  relinquish.  The  statute  of  Henry  IV.  against  multi- 
plying gold  and  silver  was  now  repealed :  the  subjects 
were  allowed  to  melt  and  refine  metals  and  ores,  and 
extract  gold  and  silver  from  them,  on  condition  that  it 
should  be  brought  to  the  Mint,  and  converted  into  money, 
the  owners  receiving  its  full  value  in  current  coin. 
These,  and  several  other  bills  of  smaller  importance, 
being  passed,  the  two  Houses  adjourned  to  the  twentieth 
day  of  September,  and  afterwards  to  the  nineteenth  day 
of  October. 
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CHAPTER  II. 

Duke  of  Schomberg  lands  with  an  Army  in  Ireland. — The  Inniskilliners 
OBTAIN  A  Victory  over  the  Irish. — Schomberg  censured  for  his  Inactivity. 
— The  French  worsted  at  Walcourt.  —  Success  of  the  Confederates  in 
Germany. — The  Turks  defeated  at  Patochin,  Nissa,  and  Widen. — Death 
OF  Pope  Innocent  XI. — King  William  becomes  unpopular. — A  good  Number 
of  the  Clergy  refuse  to  take  the  Oaths. — The  King  grants  a  Commis- 
sion FOR  REFORMING    ChURCH    DISCIPLINE. — MEETING   OF   THE   CONVOCATION. 

Their  Session  discontinued  by  repeated  Prorogations.  —  Proceedings  in 
Parliament. — The  Whigs  obstruct  the  Bill  of  Indemnity. — The  Commons 
RESUME  thr  Inquiry  into  the  Cause  of  the  Miscarriages  in  Ireland.  — 
King  William  irritated  against  the  Whigs. — Plot  against  the  Govern- 
ment BY  Sir  James  Montgomery  discovered  by  Bishop  Burnet.  —  Warm 
Debates  in  Parliament  about  the  Corporation-bill. — The  King  resolves 
to  finish  the  Irish  War  in  Person.— General  Ludlow  arrives  in  Eng- 
land, BUT  is  obliged  TO  WITHDRAW,  —  EFFORTS  OF  THE  JaCOBITES  IN  SCOT- 
LAND.— The  Court  Interest  triumphs  over  all  Opposition  in  that  Country. 
— The  Tory  Interest  prevails  in  the  new  Parliament  op  England. —Bill 
for  recognizing  their  majesties.  —  another  violent  contest  about  the 
Bill  of  Abjuration.  —  King  William   lands   in   Ireland.  —  King   James 

MARCHES   TO   THE    BoYNE, — WiLLTAM   RESOLVES  TO   GIVE   HIM    BaTTLE. — BaTTLE 

OF  THE  Boyne. — Death  and  Character  of  Schomberg. — James  embarks  for 
France.— William  enters  Dublin  and  publishes  his  Declaration.  —  The 
French  obtain  a  Victory  over  the  English  and  Dutch  Fleets  off  Beechy 
Head.  —  Torrington  committed  Prisoner  to  the  Tower.  —  Progress  of 
William  in  Ireland. — He  invests  Limerick  ;  but  is  obliged  to  raise  the 
Siege,  and  returns  to  England. — Cork  and  Kinsale  reduced  by  the  Earl 
OF  Marlborough.  —  Lauzun  and  the  French  Forces  quit  Ireland.  —  The 
Duke  of  Savoy  joins  the  Confederacy.  —  Prince  Waldeck  defeated  at 
Fleurus. — The  Archduke  Joseph  elected  King  of  the  Romans. — Death 
of  the  Duke  of  Lorraine. — Progress  of  the  War  against  the  Turks. — 
Meeting  op  the  Parliament. — The  Commons  comply  with  all  the  King's 
Demands.  —  Petition  of  the  Tories  in   the  City  of  London.  —  Attempt 

AGAINST   THE   MaRQUIS   OF    CaERMARTHEN. — ThE    KiNG's   VoYAGE   TO   HOLLAND. 

— He  assists  at  a  Congress. — Returns  to  England. 

CHAP.   Though  the  affairs  of  Ireland  were  extremely  pressing, 
^  ^^'    .  and  the  Protestants  of  that  country  had  made  repeated 
1689.     application  for  relief,  the  succours  were  retarded  either 
Schomberg  by  disputes  among  the  ministers,  or  the  neglect  of  those 
an*^  *ki  ^^^  ^^^  ^^®  management  of  the  expedition,  in  such  a 
Ireland,     manner,  that  King  James  had  been  six  months  in  Ireland 
before  the  army  was  embarked  for  that  kingdom.     At 
length  eighteen  regiments  of  infantry,  and  five  of  dra- 
goons, being  raised  for  that  service,  a  train  of  artillery 
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provided,  and  transports  prepared,  the  Duke  of  Schom-    chap. 

berg,  on  whom  King  William  had  conferred  the  chief , ^^I , 

command  of  this  armament,  set  out  for  Chester,  after  he  ^^^• 
had  in  person  thanked  the  Commons  for  the  uncommon 
regard  they  had  paid  to  his  services,  and  received  assu- 
rances from  the  House,  that  they  would  pay  particular 
attention  to  him  and  his  army.  On  the  thirteenth  day 
of  August  he  landed  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Carrick- 
fergus,  with  about  ten  thousand  foot  and  dragoons,  and 
took  possession  of  Belfast,  from  whence  the  enemy  re- 
tired at  his  approach  to  Carrickfergus,  where  they  re- 
solved to  make  a  stand.  The  duke  having  refreshed  his 
men,  marched  thither,  and  invested  the  place :  the  siege 
was  carried  on  till  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  the  month, 
when  the  breaches  being  practicable,  the  besieged  capi- 
tulated, on  condition  of  marching  out  with  their  arms, 
and  as  much  baggage  as  they  could  carry  on  their 
backs,  and  of  their  being  conducted  to  the  next  Irish 
garrison,  which  was  at  Newry.  During  this  siege  the 
duke  was  joined  by  the  rest  of  his  army  from  England  : 
but  he  had  left  orders  for  conveying  the  greater  part  of 
the  artillery  and  stores  from  Chester  directly  to  Carling- 
ford.  He  now  began  his  march  through  Lisburne  and 
Hillsborough,  and  encamped  at  Drummore,  where  the 
Protestants  of  the  North  had  been  lately  routed  by  Ha- 
milton :  thence  he  proceeded  to  Loughbrillane,  where  he 
was  joined  by  the  horse  and  dragoons  of  Inniskillin. 
Then  the  enemy  abandoned  Newry  and  Dundalk,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  which  Schomberg  encamped  on  a  low 
damp  ground,  having  the  town  and  river  on  the  south, 
and  surrounded  on  every  other  part  by  hills,  bogs,  and 
mountains. 

His  army,  consisting  chiefly  of  new  raised  men  little  The  innig- 
inured  to  hardship,  began  to  flag  under  the  fatigue  of  ob^JJ^ 
marching,  the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  and  scarcity  of  victory 
provision.     Here  he  was  reinforced  by  the  regiments  of  Jrish. 
Kirke,  Hanmer,  and  Stuart ;  and  would  have  continued 
his  march  to  Drogheda,  where  he  understood  Rosene 
lay  with  about  twenty  thousand  men,  had  he  not  been 
obliged  to  wait  for  the  artillery,  which  was  not  yet  arrived 
at  Carlingford.     King  James,  having  assembled  all  his 
forces,  advanced  towards  Schomberg,  and  appeared  be- 
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ciiAP.  fore  his  intrenchments  in  order  of  battle ;  but  the  duke, 
,  ^^'  .  knowing  they  were  greatly  superior  in  number  of  horse, 
i«8».  and  that  his  own  army  was  undisciplined,  and  weakened 
by  death  and  sickness,  restrained  his  men  within  the 
lines,  and  in  a  little  time  the  enemy  retreated.  Imme- 
diately after  their  departure,  a  conspiracy  was  discovered 
in  the  English  camp,  hatched  by  some  French  Papists, 
who  had  insinuated  themselves  into  the  Protestant  regi- 
ments. One  of  these,  whose  name  was  Du  Plessis,  had 
written  a  letter  to  the  ambassador  D'Avaux,  promising 
tp  desert  with  all  the  Papists  of  the  French  regiments 
in  Schomberg's  army.  This  letter  being  found,  Du 
Plessis  and  five  accomplices  were  tried  by  a  court-mar- 
tial and  executed.  About  two  hundred  and  fifty  Papists 
being  discovered  in  the  French  regiments,  they  were  sent 
over  to  England,  from  thence  to  Holland.  While  Schom- 
berg  remained  in  this  situation,  the  Inniskilliners  made 
excursions  in  the  neighbourhood,  under  the  command  of 
Colonel  Lloyd ;  and  on  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  Sep- 
tember they  obtained  a  complete  victory  over  five  times 
their  number  of  the  Irish.  They  killed  seven  hundred 
on  the  spot,  and  took  O'Kelly  their  commander,  with 
about  fifty  officers,  and  a  considerable  booty  of  cattle. 
The  duke  was  so  pleased  Avith  their  behaviour  on  this 
occasion,  that  they  received  a  very  honourable  testimony 
of  his  approbation. 
Schomberg      Meanwhile,  the  enemy  took  possession  of  James-Town, 

C6I181ir6Cl  '  ./  X  ' 

forinac-  and  reducod  Sligo,  one  of  the  forts  of  which  was  gal- 
t»vity.  lantly  defended  by  St.  Sauver,  a  French  captain,  and  his 
company  of  grenadiers,  until  he  was  obliged  to  capitulate 
for  want  of  water  and  provision.  A  contagious  distem- 
per still  continued  to  rage  in  Schomberg's  camp,  and  swept 
off*  a  great  number  of  oflScers  and  soldiers ;  so  that  in  the 
beginning  of  next  spring,  not  above  half  the  number  of 
those  who  went  over  with  the  general  remained  alive. 
He  was  censured  for  his  inactivity,  and  the  king,  in  re- 
peated letters,  desired  him  to  hazard  an  engagement, 
provided  any  opportunity  should  occur ;  but  he  did  not 
think  proper  to  run  the  risk  of  a  battle,  against  an  enemy 
that  was  above  thrice  his  number,  well-disciplined, healthy, 
and  conducted  by  able  oflScers.  Nevertheless,  he  was 
certainly  blameable  for  having  chosen  such  an  unwhole- 
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some  situation.     At  the  approach  of  winter  he  retired    chap. 

into  quarters,  in  hopes  of  being  reinforced  with  seven  v \]: , 

thousand  Danes,  who  had  already  arrived  in  Britain.  ^^^• 
These  auxiliaries  were  stipulated  in  a  treaty  which  Wil- 
liam had  just  concluded  with  the  King  of  Denmark. 
The  English  were  not  more  successful  at  sea  tbjtn  they 
had  proved  in  their  operations  by  land.  Admiral  Her- 
bert, now  created  Earl  of  Torrington,  having  sailed  to 
Ireland  with  the  combined  squadrons  of  England  and 
Holland,  made  a  fruitless  attempt  upon  Cork,  and  lost  a 
great  number  of  seamen  by  sickness,  which  was  imputed 
to  bad  provision.  The  Dartmouth  ship  of  war  fell  into 
the  hands  of  the  enemy,  who  infested  the  channel  with 
such  a  number  of  armed  ships  and  privateers,  that  the 
trade  of  England  sustained  incredible  damage. 

The  affairs  of  France  wore  but  a  gloomy  aspect  on  TheFrench 
the  continent,  where  all  the  powers  of  Europe  seemed  Wafcourt. 
to  have  conspired  her  destruction.     King  William  had 
engaged  in  a  new  league  with  the  States-General,  in 
which  former  treaties  of  peace  and  commerce  were  con- 
firmed.     It  was  stipulated,  that  in  case  the  King  of 
Great  Britain  should    be  attacked,   the  Dutch  should 
assist  him  with  six  thousand  infantry  and  twenty  ships  of 
the  line :  and  that  provided  hostilities  should  be  com- 
mitted against  the  States-General,  England  should  sup- 
ply them  with  ten  thousand  infantry  and  twenty  ships 
of  war.     This  treaty  was  no  sooner  ratified  than  King 
William  despatched  the   Lord  Churchill,  whom  he  had 
by  this  time  created  Earl  of  Marlborough,  to  Holland, 
in  order  to  command  the  British   auxiliaries  in   that 
service,  to  the  number  of  eleven  thousand,  the  greater 
part  of  which  had  been  in  the  army  of  King  James  when 
the  Prince  of  Orange  landed  in  England.      The  earl 
forthwith  joined  the  Dutch  army,  under  the  command 
of  Prince   Waldeck,   who    had    fixed    his   rendezvous 
in  the  county  of  Liege,  with  a  view  to  act  against  the 
French  army  commanded  by  the  Mareschal  d'Humieres ; 
^ile  the  Prince  of  Vaudemont  headed  a  little  army  of 
observation,  consisting  of  Spaniards,  Dutch,  and  Ger- 
mans, to  watch  the  motions  of  Calvo  in  another  part  of 
the  Low  Countries.     The  city  of  Liege  was  compelled 
to  renounce  the  neutrality,  and  declare  for  the  allies. 

e2 


52  HISTORY  OF  ENGLAND. 

Mareschal  d'Humieres  attacked  the  foragers  belonging 
to  the  army  of  the  States  at  Walcourt,  in  the  month  of 
1689.     August;   an    obstinate    engagement    ensued,  and   the 
French  were  obliged  to  retreat  in  confusion  with  the 
loss  of  two  thousand  men,  and  some  pieces  of  artillery. 
The  army  of  observation  levelled  part  of  the  French 
lines  on  the  side  of  Courtray,  and  raised  contributions 
on  the  territories  of  the  enemy. 
Success  of       The  French  were  almost  entire  masters  of  the  three 
dwatesin  occlesiastical  electorates  of  Germany.     They  possessed 
ThT'^ks  ^®^*^'  Triers,  Bonne,  Keiserswaert,  Philipsburgh,  and 
defeated  at  Laudau.     They  had  blown  up  the  castle  of  Heidelberg, 
NU»**aSd  ^^  *^^  Palatinate,  and  destroyed  Manheim.     They  had 
Widen,      reduced  Worms  and  Spiers  to  ashes,  and  demolished 
Frankendahl,   together   with    several    other    fortresses. 
These  conquests,  the  fruits  of  sudden  invasion,   were 
covered  with  a   numerous    army,  commanded   by  the 
Mareschal  de  Duras ;  and  all  his  inferior  generals  were 
officers  of  distinguished  courage  and  ability.*    Never- 
theless, he  found   it  difficult  to   maintain  his  ground 
against  the  different  princes  of  the  empire.     The  Duke 
of  Lorraine,  who  commanded  the  imperial  troops,  in- 
vested Mentz,  and  took  it  by  capitulation ;  the  Elector 
of  Brandenburgh,  having  reduced  Keiserswaert,  under- 
took the  siege  of  Bonne,  which  the  garrison  surrendered, 
after  having  made  a  long  and  vigorous  defence.     No- 
thing contributed  more  to  the  union  of  the  German 
princes  than  their  resentment  of  the  shocking  barbarity 
with  which  the  French  had  plundered,  wasted,  and  de- 
populated their  country.     Louis  having,  by  his  intrigues 
in  Poland,  and  at  Constantinople,  prevented  a  pacifica- 
tion between  the  emperor  and  the  Ottoman  Porte,  the 
campaign  was  opened  in  Croatia,  where  five  thousand 
Turks  were  defeated  by  a  body  of  Croats  between  Vihitz 
and  Novi.     The  Prince  of  Baden,  who  commanded  the 
Imperialists  on  that  side,  having  thrown  a  bridge  over  the 
Morava  at  Passarowitz,  crossed  that  river,  and  marched 
in  quest  of  the  Turkish  army,  amounting  to  fifty  thousand 
men,  headed  by  a  seraskier.     On  the  thirtieth  day  of 
August  he  attacked  the  enemy  in  their  entrenchments 
near  Patochin,  and  forced  their  lines,  routed  them  with 
great  slaughter,  and  took  possession  of  their  camp,  bag- 
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gage,  and  artillery.     They  retreated  to  Nissa,  where  the    chap. 

general  finding  them  still  more  numerous  than  the  Im-  v [^^ , 

perialists,  resolved  to  make  a  stand ;  and  encamped  in  **^- 
a  situation  that  was  inaccessible  in  every  part  except  the 
rear,  which  he  left  open  for  the  convenience  of  a  retreat. 
Through  this  avenue,  he  was,  on  the  twenty-fourth  day 
of  September,  attacked  by  the  Prince  of  Baden,  who, 
after  a  desperate  resistance,  obtained  another  complete 
victory,  enriched  his  troops  vrith  the  spoils  of  the  enemy, 
and  entered  Nissa  without  opposition.  There  he  found 
above  three  thousand  horses  and  a  vast  quantity  of  pro- 
vision. Having  reposed  his  army  for  a  few  days  in  this 
place,  he  resumed  his  march  against  the  Turks,  who  had 
chosen  an  advantageous  post  at  Widen,  and  seemed  am- 
bitious of  retrieving  the  honour  they  had  lost  in  the  two 
former  engagements.  The  Germans  attacked  their  lines 
without  hesitation ;  and  though  the  Mussulmen  fought 
with  incredible  fury,  they  were  a  third  time  defeated  with 
great  slaughter.  This  defeat  was  attended  with  the  loss 
of  Widen,  which  being  surrendered  to  the  victor,  he  dis- 
tributed his  troops  in  vdnter  quarters,  and  returned  to 
Vienna,  covered  with  laurels. 

The  French  were  likewise  baffled  in  their  attempt  Death  of 
upon  Catalonia,  where  the  Duke  de  Noailles  had  taken  ^^^t^xi^ 
Campredon,  in  the  month  of  May.  Leaving  a  garrison 
in  this  place,  he  retreated  to  the  frontiers  of  France, 
while  the  Duke  de  Villa  Hermosa,  at  the  head  of  a 
Spanish  army,  blocked  up  the  place,  and  laid  Rousil- 
lon  under  contribution.  He  afterwards  undertook  the 
siege  in  form,  and  Noailles  marched  to  its  relief;  but 
he  was  so  hard  pressed  by  the  Spaniards,  that  he  with- 
drew the  garrison,  dismantled  the  place,  and  retreated 
with  great  precipitation.  The  French  king  hoped  to 
derive  some  considerable  advantage  from  the  death  of 
Pope  Innocent  XI.,  which  happened  on  the  twelfth  day 
of  August.  That  pontiff  had  been  an  inveterate  enemy 
to  Louis  ever  since  the  affair  of  the  franchises,  and  the 
seizure  of  Avignon*.     Cabals  were  immediately  formed 

8  The  franchises  were  privileges  of  asylum,  annexed  not  only  to  the  houses  of 
ambassadors  at  Rome,  but  even  to  the  whole  district  in  which  any  ambassador 
chanced  to  live.  This  privilege  was  become  a  terrible  nuisance,  inasmuch  as  it 
afforded  protection  to  the  most  atrocious  criminals,  who  filled  this  city  with  rapine 
and  murder.  Innocent  XI*  resolving  to  remove  this  evil,  pubUshed  a  bull,  abolish- 
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at  Rome  by  the  French  faction  against  the  Spanish  and 
imperial  interest.  The  French  Cardinals  de  Bouillon 
and  Bonzi,  accompanied  by  Furstemberg,  repaired  to 
Borne  with  a  large  sum  of  money.  Peter  Ottoboni,  a 
Venetian,  was  elected  pope,  and  assumed  the  name  of 
Alexander  VIII.  The  Duke  de  Chaulnes,  ambassador 
from  France,  immediately  signified,  in  the  name  of  his 
master,  that  Avignon  should  be  restored  to  the  patri- 
mony of  the  church ;  and  Louis  renounced  the  fran- 
chises, in  a  letter  written  by  his  own  hand  to  the  new 
pontiff.  Alexander  received  these  marks  of  respect  with 
the  warmest  acknowledgments ;  but,  when  the  ambassa- 
dor and  Furstemberg  besought  him  to  re-examine  the 
election  of  the  Bishop  of  Cologn,  which  had  been  the 
source  of  so  much  calamity  to  the  empire,  he  lent  a  deaf 
ear  to  their  solicitations.  He  even  confirmed  the  dis- 
pensations granted  by  his  predecessor  to  the  Prince  of 
Bavaria,  who  was  thus  empowered  to  take  possession  of  the 
electorate,  though  he  had  not  yet  attained  the  age  re- 
quired by  the  canons.  Furstemberg  retired  in  disgust 
to  Paris,  where  Louis  immediately  gratified  him  with  the 
Abbey  of  St.  Germains. 

King  William  found  it  an  easier  task  to  unite  the 
councils  of  Europe  against  the  common  enemy,  than  to 
conciliate  and  preserve  the  affections  of  his  own  subjects, 
among  whom  he  began  visibly  to  decline  in  point  of  po- 
pularity. Many  were  dissatisfied  with  his  measures ;  and 
a  great  number  even  of  those  who  exerted  themselves  for 
his  elevation  had  conceived  a  disgust  from  his  personal 
deportment,  which  was  very  unsuitable  to  the  manners 
and  disposition  of  the  English  people.  Instead  of  mingling 
with  his  nobility  in  social  amusements  and  familiar  con- 
versation, he  maintained  a  disagreeable  reserve,  which 
had  all  the  air  of  sullen  pride  ;  he  seldom  or  never  spoke 

ing  the  franchises  ;  and  almost  all  the  Catholic  powers  of  Europe  acquiesced  in 
what  he  had  done,  upon  being  duly  informed  of  the  grievance.  Louis  XIV.  how- 
ever, from  a  spirit  of  pride  and  insolence,  refused  to  part  with  any  thing  that  looked 
like  a  prerogative  of  his  crown.  He  said  the  King  of  France  was  not  the  imitator, 
but  a  pattern  and  example  for  other  princes.  He  rejected  with  disdain  the  mild 
representations  of  the  pope  ;  he  sent  the  Marquis  de  Laverden  as  his  ambassador 
to  Rome,  with  a  formidable  train,  to  insult  Innocent  even  in  his  own  city.  That 
nobleman  swaggered  through  the  streets  of  Rome  like  a  bravo,  taking  all  oppor- 
tunities to  affront  the  pope,  who  excommunicated  him  in  revenge.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  Parliament  of  Paris  appealed  from  the  pope's  bull  to  a  future  council. 
Louis  caused  the  pope's  nuncio  to  be  put  under  arrest,  took  possession  of  Avignon, 
which  belonged  to  the  see  of  Rome,  and  set  the  holy  father  at  defiance. 
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to  his  courtiers  or  attendants ;  he  spent  his  time  chiefly  chap. 
in  the  closet,  retired  from  all  communication ;  or  among  ^  ^^-  , 
his  troops,  in  a  camp  he  had  formed  at  Hounslow ;  or  in  i^»- 
the  exercise  of  hunting,  to  which  he  was  immoderately 
addicted.  This  had  been  prescribed  to  him  by  physicians 
as  necessary  to  improve  his  constitution,  which  was  na- 
turally weak,  and  by  practice  had  become  so  habitual, 
that  he  could  not  lay  it  aside.  His  ill  health  co-operating 
with  his  natural  aversion  to  society,  produced  a  peevish- 
ness which  could  not  fail  of  being  displeasing  to  those 
who  were  near  his  person ;  this  was  increased  by  the  dis- 
putes in  his  cabinet,  and  the  opposition  of  those  who 
were  professed  enemies  to  his  government,  as  well  as  by 
the  alienation  of  his  former  friends.  As  he  could 
not  breathe  without  difficulty  in  the  air  of  London, 
he  resided  chiefly  at  Hampton  court,  and  expended 
considerable  sums  in  beautifying  and  enlarging  that 
palace  ;  he  likewise  purchased  the  house  at  Kensington 
of  the  Earl  of  Nottingham ;  and  such  profusion,  in  the 
beginning  of  an  expensive  war,  gave  umbrage  to  the  na- 
tion in  general.  Whether  he  was  advised  by  his  coun- 
sellors, or  his  own  sagacity  pointed  out  the  expediency 
of  conforming  with  the  English  humour,  he  now  seemed 
to  change  his  disposition,  and  in  some  measure  adopt  the 
manners  of  his  predecessors.  In  imitation  of  Charles  II. 
he  resorted  to  the  races  at  Newmarket ;  he  accepted  an 
invitation  to  visit  Cambridge,  where  he  behaved  himself 
with  remarkable  affability  to  the  members  of  the  uni- 
versity; he  afterwards  dined  with  the  Lord  Mayor  of 
London,  accepted  the  freedom  of  the  city,  and  conde- 
scended so  far  as  to  become  sovereign-master  of  the  com- 
pany of  grocers. 

While  William  thus  endeavoured  to  remove  the  pre-  a  good 
judices  which  had  been  conceived  against  his  person,  the  th^krgy 
period  arrived  which  the  Parliament  had  prescribed  for  refuse  to 
taking  the  oaths  to  the  new  government.     Some  indivi-  oatL.  ^ 
duals  of  the  clergy  sacrificed  their  benefices  to  their  scru- 
ples of  conscience ;  and  absolutely  refused  to  take  oaths 
that  were  contrary  to  those  they  had  already  sworn  in 
favour  of  their  late  sovereign.     These  were  distinguished 
by  the  epithet  of  nonjurors ;  but  their  number  bore  a 
very  small  proportion  to  that  of  others,  who  took  them 
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with  such  reservations  and  distinctions  as  redounded  very 
little  to  the  honour  of  their  integrity.  Many  of  those 
1689.  ^jjQ  jjj^^  been  the  warmest  advocates  for  non-resistance 
and  passive  obedience  made  no  scruple  of  renouncing 
their  allegiance  to  King  James,  and  complying  with  the 
present  act,  after  having  declared  that  they  took  the  oaths 
in  no  other  sense  than  that  of  a  peaceable  submission  to 
the  powers  that  were.  They  even  affirmed  that  the 
legislature  itself  had  allowed  the  distinction  between  a 
king  de  facto  and  a  king  dejure^  as  they  had  dropped  the 
word  "  rightful,"  when  the  form  was  under  debate.  They 
alleged  that  as  prudence  obliged  them  to  conform  to  the 
letter  of  the  oath,  so  conscience  required  them  to  give  it 
their  own  interpretation.  Nothing  could  be  more  infa- 
mous and  of  worse  tendency  than  this  practice  of  equi- 
vocating in  the  most  sacred  of  all  obligations.  It  intro- 
duced a  general  disregard  of  oaths,  which  had  been  the 
source  of  universal  perjury  and  corruption.  Though  this 
set  of  temporizers  were  bitterly  upbraided  both  by  the 
nonjurors  and  the  Papists,  they  all  concurred  in  repre- 
senting William  as  an  enemy  to  the  church ;  as  a  prince 
educated  in  the  doctrines  of  Calvin,  which  he  plainly  es- 
poused by  limiting  his  favour  and  preferment  to  such  as 
were  latitudinarians  in  religion,  and  by  his  abolishing 
episcopacy  in  Scotland.  The  presbyterians  of  that  king- 
dom now  tyrannized  in  their  turn.  They  were  headed 
by  the  Earl  of  Crawford,  a  nobleman  of  a  violent  temper 
and  strong  prejudices.  He  was  chosen' president  of  the 
Parliament  by  the  interest  of  Melvil,  and  oppressed  the 
Episcopalians  in  such  a  manner,  that  the  greater  part  of 
them,  from  resentment,  became  well-wishers  to  King 
James.  Every  circumstance  of  the  hardships  they  under- 
went was  reported  in  England ;  and  the  Earl  of  Claren- 
don, as  well  as  the  suspended  bishops,  circulated  these 
particulars  with  great  assiduity.  The  oaths  being  rejected 
by  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  the  Bishops  of  Ely, 
Chichester,  Bath  and  Wells,  Peterborough  and  Glouces- 
ter, they  were  suspended  from  their  functions,  and  threat- 
ened with  deprivation.  Lake  of  Chichester,  being  seized 
with  a  dangerous  distemper,  signed  a  solemn  declaration, 
in  which  he  professed  his  adherence  to  the  doctrine  of 
non-resistance  and  passive  obedience,  which  he  believed 
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to  be  the  distinguishing  characteristic  of  the  church  of   chap. 

England.     After  his  death  this  paper  was  published,  in-  v J f 

dustriously  circulated,  and  extolled  by  the  party  as  an     ^^®^- 
inspired  oracle  pronounced  by  a  martyr  to  religious  truth 
and  sincerity. 

All  the  clamour  that  was  raised  against  the  king  could  The  king 
not  divert  him  from  prosecuting  the  scheme  of  compre-  fj^^on 
hension.  He  granted  a  commission  under  the  great  seal  for  reform- 
to  ten  bishops,  and  twenty  dignitaries  of  the  church,  diL^pUne!* 
authorizing  them  to  meet  from  time  to  time  in  the  Jeru- 
salem-chamber, to  prepare  such  alterations  of  the  liturgy 
and  the  canons,  and  such  proposals  for  the  reformation  of 
ecclesiastical  courts  as  might  most  conduce  to  the  good 
order,  edification,  and  uniting  of  the  church,  and  tend  to 
reconcile  all  religious  differences  among  the  Protestant 
subjects  of  the  kingdom.  A  cry  was  immediately  raised 
against  this  commission,  as  an  ecclesiastical  court  illegal 
and  dangerous.  At  their  first  meeting,  the  authority  of 
the  commission  was  questioned  by  Sprat,  Bishop  of 
Rochester,  who  retired  in  disgust,  and  was  followed  by 
Mew  of  Winchester,  and  the  Doctors  Jane  and  Aldrich. 
These  were  averse  to  any  alteration  of  the  forms  and 
constitution  of  the  church  in  favour  of  an  insolent  and 
obstinate  party,  which  ought  to  have  been  satisfied  with 
the  toleration  they  enjoyed.  They  observed,  that  an 
attempt  to  make  such  alteration  would  divide  the  clergy, 
and  bring  the  liturgy  into  disesteem  with  the  people,  as 
it  would  be  a  plain  acknowledgment  that  it  wanted  cor- 
rection. They  thought  they  should  violate  the  dignity 
of  the  church,  by  condescending  to  make  offers  which 
the  dissenters  were  at  liberty  to  refuse :  and  they  sus- 
pected some  of  their  colleagues  of  a  design  to  give  up 
episcopal  ordination — a  step  inconsistent  with  their 
honour,  duty,  oaths,  and  subscriptions. 

The  commissioners,  notwithstanding  this  secession.  Meeting  of 
proceeded  to  debate  with  moderation  on  the  abuses  of  catio^*^^ 
which  the  dissenters  had  complained,  and  corrected  every 
article  that  seemed  liable  to  any  just  objection ;  but  the 
opposite  party  employed  all  their  art  and  industry  to  in- 
flame the  minds  of  the  people.  The  two  universities  de- 
clared against  all  alterations,  and  those  who  promoted 
them.     The  king  himself  was  branded  as  an  enemy  to 
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CHAP,  the  hierarchy ;  and  they  bestirred  themselves  so  success- 
.  ^^'  .  fully  in  the  election  of  members  for  the  Convocation, 
1^^-  that  they  procured  a  very  considerable  majority.  At  their 
first  meeting,  the  friends  of  the  comprehension  scheme 
proposed  Dr.  Tillotson,  clerk  of  the  closet  to  his  majesty, 
as  prolocutor ;  but  the  other  party  carried  it  in  favour  of 
Dr.  Jane,  who  was  accounted  the  most  violent  church- 
man in  the  whole  assembly.  In  a  Latin  speech  to  the 
Bishop  of  London  as  president,  he,  in  the  name  of  the 
Lower  House,  asserted  that  the  liturgy  of  England  needed 
no  amendment,  and  concluded  with  the  old  declaration 
of  the  barons,  "  Nolumm  leges  Anglice  mutari.  We  will 
not  suffer  the  laws  of  England  to  be  changed."  The 
bishop,  in  his  reply,  exhorted  them  to  moderation,  charity, 
and  indulgence  towards  their  brethren,  the  dissenters,  and 
to  make  such  abatements  in  things  indifferent  aid  might 
serve  to  open  a  door  of  salvation  to  multitudes  of  straying 
Christians.  His  injunctions,  however,  produced  no  favour- 
able effect.  The  Lower  House  seemed  to  be  animated 
by  a  spirit  of  opposition.  Next  day  the  president  pro- 
rogued them,  on  pretence  that  the  royal  commission,  by 
which  they  were  to  act,  was  defective  for  want  of  being 
sealed,  and  that  a  prorogation  was  necessary  until  that 
sanction  should  be  obtained.  In  this  interval  means 
were  used  to  mollify  their  non-compliant  tempers ;  but 
all  endeavours  proved  ineffectual.  When  they  met  again, 
the  Earl  of  Nottingham  delivered  the  king's  commission 
to  both  Houses,  wdth  a  speech  of  his  own,  and  a  message 
from  his  majesty,  importing,  that  he  had  summoned  them 
out  of  a  pious  zeal  to  do  every  thing  that  might  tend  to 
the  best  establishment  of  the  church  of  England,  which 
should  always  enjoy  his  favour  and  protection.  He  ex- 
horted them  to  lay  aside  all  prejudice,  and  consider 
calmly  and  impartially  whatever  should  be  proposed :  he 
assured  them  he  would  offer  nothing  but  what  should  be 
for  the  honour,  peace,  and  advantage  of  the  Protestant 
religion  in  general,  and  particularly  of  the  church  of 
England. 
Theirses-        The  bishops  adjoumiug   to  the  Jerusalem-chamber, 

tinSed^by"  P^^P^^^^  a  zcalous  addross  of  thanks  to  his  majesty, 
repeated  which,  being  seut  to  the  Lower  House  for  their  concur- 
tiora!^^     rence,  met  with  violent  opposition.     Amendments  were 
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proposed ;  a  conferenoe  ensued,  and  after  warm  debates,    chap. 

they  agreed  upon  a  cold  address,  which  was  accordingly  » J^L^ 

presented.  The  majority  of  the  Lower  House,  far  from  ^®^- 
taking  any  measures  in  favour  of  dissenters,  converted  all 
their  attention  to  the  relief  of  their  nonjuring  brethren. 
Zealous  speeches  were  made  in  behalf  of  the  suspended 
bishops ;  and  Dr.  Jane  proposed  that  something  might 
be  done  to  qualify  them  to  sit  in  the  Convocation.  This, 
however,  was  such  a  dangerous  point  as  they  would  not 
venture  to  discuss;  yet  rather  than  proceed  upon  the 
business  for  which  they  had  been  assembled,  they  began 
to  take  cognizance  of  some  pamphlets  lately  published, 
which  they  conceived  to  be  of  dangerous  consequence  to 
the  Christian  religion.  The  president  and  his  party,  per- 
ceiving the  disposition  of  the  House,  did  not  think  proper 
to  conimunicate  any  proposal  touching  the  intended  re- 
formation, and  the  king  suffered  the  session  to  be  dis- 
continued by  repeated  prorogations. 

The  Parliament  meeting  on  the  nineteenth  day  of  Proceed- 
October,  the  king,  in  a  speech  of  his  own  composing,  ex-  lum^t  *'" 
plained  the  necessity  of  a  present  supply  to  carry  on  the 
war.  He  desired  that  they  might  be  speedy  in  their 
determinations  on  this  subject,  for  these  would  in  a  great 
measure  influence  the  deliberations  of  the  princes  and 
states  concerned  in  the  war  against  France,  as  a  general 
meeting  of  them  was  appointed  to  be  held  next  month  at 
the  Hague,  to  settle  the  operations  of  the  ensuing  cam- 
paign. He  concluded  with  recommending  the  despatch 
of  a  bill  of  indemnity,  that  the  minds  of  his  subjects 
might  be  quieted,  and  that  they  might  unanimously  concur 
in  promoting  the  honour  and  welfare  of  the  kingdom. 
As  several  inflammatory  bills  and  disputes,  which  had  pro- 
duced heats  and  animosities  in  the  last  session,  were  still 
depending,  the  king,  after  having  consulted  both  Houses, 
resolved  to  put  an  end  to  those  disputes  by  a  prorogation. 
He  accordingly  went  to  the  House  of  Lords,  and  pro- 
rogued the  Parliament  till  the  twenty-first  day  of  October, 
by  the  mouth  of  the  new  speaker.  Sir  Robert  Atkins,  the 
Marquis  of  Halifax  having  resigned  that  oflSce.  When 
they  re-assembled,  the  king  referred  them  to  his  former 
speech;  then  the  Commons  unanimously  resolved  to 
assist  his  majesty  in  reducing  Ireland,  and  in  joining  with 
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CHAP,   his  allies  abroad  for  a  yigorous  prosecution  of  the  war 
v«_^^:^^  against  France :  for  these  purposes  they  voted  a  supply 
1689.     Qf  ^y^Q  millions. 

The  whigs  During  this  session  the  whigs  employed  all  their  in- 
th**bif  f  fl"®^^®  ^^^  intrigues  in  obstructing  the  bill  of  indemnity, 
indemmty.  which  they  kucw  would  open  a  door  for  favour  and  pre- 
ferment to  the  opposite  party,  which  began  to  gain  ground 
in  the  king's  good  graces.  With  this  view  they  revived 
the  prosecution  of  the  state  prisoners.  A  committee  was 
appointed  to  prepare  a  charge  against  Burton  and  Graham. 
The  Commons  resolved  to  impeach  the  Earls  of  Peter- 
borough, Salisbury,  and  Castlemain,  Sir  Edward  Hales, 
and  Obadiah  Walker,  of  high  treason,  for  having  been 
reconciled  to  the  church  of  Rome,  contrary  to  the  laws 
of  the  realm.  A  bill  was  ordered  to  be  brought  in,  to 
declare  the  estate  of  the  late  Lord  Chancellor  Jefferies 
forfeited  to  the  crown,  and  attaint  his  blood ;  but  it  met 
with  such  opposition  that  the  measure  was  dropped :  the 
House  however  agreed,  that  the  pecuniary  penalties  in- 
curred by  those  persons  who  had  exercised  offices  contrary 
to  the  laws  against  popish  recusants  should  be  speedily 
levied,  and  applied  to  the  public  service.  The  Lord 
Griffin  being  detected  in  maintaining  a  correspondence 
with  King  James,  and  his  partisans,  was  committed  to 
the  Tower ;  but,  as  no  other  evidence  appeared  against 
him  than  written  letters,  found  in  the  false  bottom  of  a 
pewter  bottle,  they  could  not  help  consenting  to  his 
being  released  upon  bail,  as  they  had  lately  resolved  that 
Algernon  Sidney  was  unjustly  condemned  in  the  reign 
of  Charles  II.  because  nothing  but  writings  had  been  pro- 
duced against  him  at  his  trial.  The  two  Houses  concurred 
in  appointing  a  committee  to  inquire  who  were  the  ad- 
visers and  prosecutors  in  taking  away  the  lives  of  Lord 
Bussel,  Colonel  Sydney,  Sir  Thomas  Armstrong,  Alder- 
man Cornish,  and  others;  and  who  were  chiefly  con- 
cerned in  the  arbitrary  practices  touching  the  writs  of 
quo  warranto,  and  the  surrender  of  charters.  This  in- 
quiry was  levelled  at  the  Marquis  of  Halifax,  who  had 
concurred  with  the  ministry  of  Charles  in  all  these  seve- 
rities. Though  no  proof  appeared,  upon  which  votes  or 
addresses  could  be  founded,  that  nobleman  saw  it  was 
necessary  for  him  to  withdraw  himself  from  the  admi- 
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nistration;  he  therefore  resigned  the  privy-seal,  which    chap. 

was  put  in  commission,  and  reconciled  liimself  to  the  , ]^^ , 

tones,  of  whom  he  became  the  patron  and  protector.  1^89. 

The  Commons  likewise  resumed  the  examinations  of  The  Com- 
the  miscarriages  in  Ireland,  and  desired  the  king  would  ™^  J^" 
appoint  commissioners,  to  go  over  and  inquire  into  the  mquiryinto 
condition  of  the  army  in  that  kingdom.  Schomberg,  *hemte^^- 
understanding  that  he  had  been  blamed  in  the  House  of  ^s^  >» 
Commons  for  his  inactivity,  transmitted  to  the  king  a 
satisfactory  vindication  of  his  own  conduct ;  and  it  ap- 
peared that  the  miscarriages  in  Ireland  were  wholly  owing 
to  John  Shales,  purveyor-general  to  the  army.  The 
Commons  immediately  presented  an  address  to  his  ma- 
jesty, praying  that  Shales  might  be  taken  into  custody ; 
that  all  his  papers,  accounts,  and  stores  should  be  secured; 
and  that  Duke  Schomberg  might  be  empowered  to  fill 
his  place  with  a  more  able  purveyor.  The  king  gave 
them  to  understand  that  he  had  already  sent  orders  to 
the  general  for  that  purpose.  Nevertheless,  they,  in 
another  petition,  requested  his  majesty  to  name  those 
who  had  recommended  Shales  to  his  service,  as  he  had 
exercised  the  same  office  under  King  James,  and  was 
suspected  of  treasonable  practices  against  the  government. 
William  declined  gratifying  their  request ;  but  he  after- 
wards sent  a  message  to  the  House,  desiring  them  to  re- 
commend a  certain  number  of  commissioners  to  superin- 
tend such  provisions  and  preparations  as  might  be  neces- 
sary for  that  service,  as  well  as  to  nominate  certain  per- 
sons to  go  over  and  examine  the  state  of  the  army  in 
Ireland.  The  Commons  were  so  mollified  by  this  instance 
of  his  condescension,  that  they  left  the  whole  afiair  to 
his  own  direction,  and  proceeded  to  examine  other 
branches  of  misconduct.  Instances  of  mismanagement 
appeared  so  numerous  and  so  flagrant,  that  they  resolved 
upon  a  subsequent  address,  to  explain  the  ill  conduct  and 
success  of  his  army  and  navy ;  to  desire  he  would  find  out 
the  authors  of  these  miscarriages,  and  for  the  future  en- 
trust unsuspected  persons  with  the  management  of  affairs. 
They  ordered  the  victuallers  of  the  fleet  to  be  taken  into' 
custody,  on  suspicion  of  their  having  furnished  the  navy 
with  unwholesome  provisions,  and  new  commissioners 
were  appointed.     Bitter  reproaches  were  thrown  out 
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CHAP,  against  the  ministry.  Mr.  Hambden  expressed  his  sur- 
V  ^^'  .  prise  that  the  administration  should  consist  of  those  very 
1689.  persons  whom  King  James  had  employed  when  his  affairs 
were  desperate,  to  treat  with  the  Prince  of  Orange,  and 
moved  that  the  king  should  be  petitioned  in  an  address 
to  remove  such  persons  from  his  presence  and  councils. 
This  was  a  stroke  aimed  at  the  Earl  of  Nottingham,  whose 
office  of  secretary  Hambden  desired  to  possess ;  but  his 
motion  was  not  seconded,  the  court-members  observing 
that  James  did  not  depute  those  lords  to  the  Prince  of 
Orange  because  they  were  attached  to  his  own  interest, 
but  for  a  very  different  reason,  namely,  that  they  were 
well  known  to  disapprove  of  his  measures,  and  therefore 
would  be  the  more  agreeable  to  his  highness.  The  House, 
however,  voted  an  address  to  the  king,  desiring  that  the 
authors  of  the  miscarriages  might  be  brought  to  condign 
punishment. 
King  wu-  In  the  sequel,  the  question  was  proposed.  Whether  a 
toted"^*  placeman  ought  to  have  a  seat  in  the  House  ?  and  a  very 
against  the  warm  debate  ensued ;  but  it  was  carried  in  the  affirma- 
tive,  on  the  supposition  that  by  such  exclusion  the  com- 
monwealth would  be  deprived  of  some  of  the  ablest  sena- 
tors of  the  kingdom.  But  what  chiefly  irritated  William 
against  the  whigs  was  their  backwardness  in  promoting 
the  public  service,  and  their  disregard  of  the  earnest  desire 
he  expressed  to  see  his  revenue  settled  for  life.  He  said, 
his  title  was  no  more  than  a  pageant,  and  the  worst  of 
all  governments  was  that  of  a  king  without  treasure. 
Nevertheless,  they  would  not  grant  the  civil  list  for  a 
longer  term  than  one  year.  They  began  to  think  there 
was  something  arbitrary  in  his  disposition.  His  sullen 
behaviour,  in  all  probability,  first  infused  this  opinion, 
which  was  strengthened  and  confirmed  by  the  insinuations 
of  his  enemies.  The  Scots  who  had  come  up  to  London 
to  give  an  account  of  the  proceedings  in  their  Parliament, 
were  infected  with  the  same  notion.  One  Simpson,  a 
presbyterian  of  that  country,  whom  the  Earl  of  Portland 
employed  as  a  spy,  had  insinuated  himself  into  the  con- 
fidence of  Nevil  Payne,  an  active  and  intelligent  partisan 
and  agent  of  King  James ;  by  which  means  he  supplied 
the  earl  with  such  intelligence  as  raised  him  to  some  de- 
gree of  credit  with  that  minister.     This  he  used  in  pre- 
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possessing  the  earl  against  the  king's  best  friends,  and  in-    chap. 

ftising  jealousies  which  were  soon  kindled  into  mutual  ^ l^^ , 

distrust  and  animosity.  ^689. 

Sir  James  Montgomery,  who  had  been  a  warm  advocate  Piotagainst 
for  the  Revolution,  received  advice  that  the  court  suspected  ^en^^bv™ 
him  and  others  of  disaffection,  and  was  employed  in  seek-  sir  James 
ing  evidence  by  which  they  might  be  prosecuted.  They  me^^^- 
were  equally  alarmed  and  incensed  at  this  intimation,  covered  by 
and  Payne  seized  the  opportunity  of  seducing  them  into  Bittn^t. 
a  correspondence  with  the  exiled  king.  They  demanded 
the  settlement  of  presbytery  in  Scotland,  and  actually 
engaged  in  a  treaty  for  his  restoration.  They  reconciled 
themselves  to  the  Duke  of  Queensberry,  and  the  other 
noblemen  of  the  episcopal  party :  they  wrote  to  James 
for  a  supply  of  money,  arms,  and  ammunition,  together 
with  a  reinforcement  of  three  thousand  men  from  Dun- 
kirk. Montgomery  had  acquired  great  interest  among 
the  whigs  of  England,  and  this  he  employed  in  animating 
them  against  the  king  and  the  ministry.  He  represented 
them  as  a  set  of  wicked  men,  who  employed  infamous 
spies  to  ensnare  and  ruin  the  fast  friends  of  the  govern- 
ment, and  found  means  to  alienate  them  so  much  from 
William,  that  they  began  to  think  in  earnest  of  recalling 
their  banished  prince.  The  Duke  of  Bolton,  and  the 
Earl  of  Monmouth,  were  almost  persuaded  into  a  con- 
spiracy for  this  purpose ;  they  seemed  to  think  James 
was  now  so  well  convinced  of  his  former  errors,  that  they 
might  trust  him  without  scruple.  Montgomery  and 
Payne  were  the  chief  managers  of  the  scheme,  and  they 
admitted  Ferguson  into  their  councils,  as  a  veteran  in  the 
arts  of  treason.  In  order  to  blast  William's  credit  in  the 
city,  they  circulated  a  report  that  James  would  grant  a 
fall  indemnity,  separate  himself  entirely  from  the  French 
interest,  and  be  contented  with  a  secret  connivance  in 
favour  of  the  Roman  Catholics.  Montgomery's  brother 
assured  the  Bishop  of  Salisbury,  that  a  treaty  with  King 
James  was  absolutely  concluded,  and  an  invitation  sub- 
scribed by  the  whole  cabal.  He  said  this  paper  would 
be  sent  to  Ireland  by  the  way  of  France,  as  the  direct 
communication  was  difficult ;  and  he  proposed  a  method 
for  seizing  it  before  it  should  be  conveyed  out  of  the 
kingdom.     Williamson,  the  supposed  bearer  of  it,  had 
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CHAP,    obtained  a  pass  for  Flanders,  and  a  messenger  being  sent 

V ]^^ ,  in  pursuit  of  him,  secured  his  clothes  and  portmanteau  : 

1689.  |jq{^  after  a  very  strict  examination,  nothing  appeared  to 
justify  the  intelligence.  Williamson  had  previously  de- 
livered the  papers  to  Simpson,  vv^ho  hired  a  boat  at  Deal, 
and  arrived  in  safety  at  France.  He  returned  with  large 
assurances,  and  twelve  thousand  pounds  were  remitted  to 
the  Scottish  undertakers.  Montgomery,  the  informer, 
seeing  his  intelligence  falsified,  lost  his  credit  with  the 
bishop,  and  dreading  the  resentment  of  the  other  party, 
retired  to  the  continent.  The  conspirators  loudly  com- 
plained of  the  false  imputations  they  had  incurred.  The 
pretended  discoveries  were  looked  upon  as  fictions  of  the 
ministry,  and  the  king  on  this  occasion  suffered  greatly 
in  the  opinion  of  his  subjects. 
Warm  de-  The  torios  Still  Continued  to  carry  on  a  secret  negotia- 
Pariiament  tiou  with  the  court.  They  took  advantage  of  the  ill 
about  the  humour  Subsisting  between  the  king  and  the  whigs ;  and 
tion^biU  promised  large  supplies  of  money,  provided  this  Parlia- 
ment should  be  dissolved,  and  another  immediately  con- 
voked. The  opposite  party,  being  apprised  of  their  in- 
tention, brought  a  bill  into  the  House  of  Commons  for 
restoring  corporations  to  their  ancient  rights  and  privi- 
leges. They  knew  their  own  strength  at  elections  con- 
sisted in  these  corporations ;  and  they  inserted  two  ad- 
ditional severe  clauses  against  those  who  were  in  any 
shape  concerned  in  surrendering  charters.  The  whole 
power  of  the  tories  was  exerted  against  this  clause ;  and 
now  the  whigs  vied  with  them  in  making  court  to  his 
majesty,  promising  to  manifest  the  most  submissive  obe- 
dience, should  this  bill  be  enacted  into  a  law.  The 
strength  of  the  tories  was  now  become  so  formidable  in 
the  House,  that  they  outvoted  the  other  party,  and  the 
clauses  were  rejected ;  but  the  bill  passed  in  its  original 
form.  The  Lords  debated  upon  the  point,  Whether  a 
corporation  could  be  forfeited  or  surrendered  ?  Lord 
Chief  Justice  Holt  and  two  other  judges  declared  their 
opinion  in  the  affirmative:  the  rest  thought  otherwise, 
as  no  precedents  could  be  produced  farther  back  than 
the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.  when  the  abbeys  were  surren- 
dered :  and  this  instance  seemed  too  violent  to  authorize 
such  a  measure  in  a  regular  course  of  administration. 
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The  bill,  however,  passed  by  one  voice  only.  Then  both 
parties  quickened  their  applications  to  the  king,  who 
found  himself  so  perplexed  and  distracted  between  two  *^®^- 
factions  which  he  equally  feared,  that  he  resolved  to 
leave  the  government  in  the  queen's  hands,  and  retire 
to  Holland.  He  communicated  this  design  to  the  Mar- 
quis of  Caermarthen,  the  Earl  of  Shrewsbury,  and  some 
other  noblemen,  who  pressed  him  to  lay  aside  his  resolu- 
tion, and  even  mingled  tears  with  their  remonstrances. 

He  at  length  complied  with  their  request,  and  deter-  The  king 
mined  to  finish  the  Irish  war  in  person.  This  design  was  ^^^  ^^ 
far  from  being  agreeable  to  the  Parliament.  His  friends  Irish  war 
dreaded  the  climate  of  that  country,  which  might  prove  ^"  P®"^°* 
fatal  to  his  weak  constitution.  The  well-wishers  of  James 
were  afraid  of  that  prince's  being  hard  pressed,  should 
William  take  the  field  against  him  in  person :  both 
Houses,  therefore,  began  to  prepare  an  address  against 
this  expedition.  In  order  to  prevent  this  remonstrance, 
the  king  went  to  the  Parliament,  and  formally  signified 
his  resolution.  After  his  speech,  they  were  prorogued 
to  the  second  day  of  April.  On  the  sixth  day  of  Feb- 
ruary, they  were  dissolved  by  proclamation,  and  a  new 
Parliament  was  summoned  to  meet  on  the  twentieth  day 
of  March.  During  this  session,  the  Commons,  in  an  ad- 
dress to  the  king,  desired  that  a  revenue  of  fifty  thou- 
sand pounds  might  be  settled  upon  the  Prince  and  Prin-  , 
cess  of  Denmark,  out  of  the  civil  list ;  and  his  majesty 
gratified  them  in  this  particular :  yet  the  warmth  and 
industry  with  which  the  friends  of  the  princess  exerted 
themselves  in  promoting  the  settlement,  produced  a  cold- 
ness and  misunderstanding  between  the  two  sisters  ;  and 
the  subsequent  disgrace  of  the  Earl  of  Marlborough  was 
imputed  to  the  part  which  his  wife  acted  on  the  occasion. 
She  was  lady  of  the  bedchamber,  and  chief  confident  of 
the  princess,  whom  she  strenuously  advised  to  insist  upon 
the  settlement,  rather  than  depend  upon  the  generosity 
of  the  king  and  queen. 

About  this  period.  General  Ludlow,  who  at  the  Resto-  General 
ration  had  been  excepted  from  the  act  of  indemnity,  as  rives^^  ^ 
one  of  those  who  sat  in  judgment  upon  Charles  I.,  ar-  England, 
rived  in  England,  and  offered  his  service  in  reducing  obliged  to 
Ireland,  where  he  had  formerly  commanded.     Though  withdraw. 

VOL.  I.  p 
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CHAP,    a  rigid  republican,  he  was  reputed  a  conscientious  man, 

_J^^ ;  and  a  good  officer.     He  had  received  some  encourage- 

1689.  ment  to  come  over,  and  probably  would  have  been  em- 
ployed, had  not  the  Commons  interposed.  Sir  Edward 
Seymour,  who  enjoyed  by  grant  an  estate  in  Wiltshire, 
which  had  formerly  belonged  to  Ludlow,  began  to  be  in 
pain  for  his  possession.  He  observed  in  the  House,  that 
the  nation  would  be  disgraced,  should  one  of  the  parri- 
cides be  suffered  to  live  in  the  kingdom.  An  address 
was  immediately  presented  to  the  king,  desiring  a  pro- 
clamation might  be  issued,  promising  a  reward  for  ap- 
prehending General  Ludlow.  This  was  accordingly  pub- 
lished ;  but  not  before  he  had  landed  in  Holland,  from 
whence  he  returned  to  Vevay  in  Swisserland,  where  he 
wrote  the  memoirs  of  his  life,  and  died  after  an  exile  of 
thirty  years. 

While  King  William  fluctuated  between  two  parties 
in  England,  his  interest  in  Scotland  had  well  nigh  given 
way  to  a  coalition  between  the  original  Jacobites  and 
Montgomery's  party  of  discontented  presbyterians.  Co- 
lonel Cannon,  who  succeeded  the  Viscount  Dundee  in 
command,  after  having  made  several  unsuccessful  efforts 
in  favour  of  the  late  king's  interest,  retired  into  Ireland; 
and  the  Highlanders  chose  Sir  Hugh  Cameron  for  their 
leader.  Under  him  they  renewed  their  incursions  with 
the  better  prospect  of  success,  as  several  regiments  of  the 
regular  troops  had  been  sent  to  reinforce  the  army  of 
Schomberg.  James  assisted  them  with  clothes,  arms, 
and  ammunition,  together  with  some  officers,  amongst 
whom  was  Colonel  Bucan,  appointed  to  act  as  their  chief 
commander.  This  officer,  at  the  head  of  fifteen  hundred 
men,  advanced  into  the  shire  of  Murray,  in  hope  of  being 
joined  by  other  malecontents :  but  he  was  surprised  and 
routed  by  Sir  Thomas  Livingstone,  while  Major  Fergu- 
son destroyed  the  places  they  possessed  in  the  Isle  of 
Mull ;  so  that  the  Highlanders  were  obliged  to  retire, 
and  conceal  themselves  among  their  hills  and  fastnesses. 
The  friends  of  James,  despairing  of  doing  any  thing  effec- 
tual for  his  service  in  the  field,  converted  all  their  atten- 
tion to  the  proceedings  in  Parliament ;  where  they  ima- 
gined their  interest  was  much  stronger  than  it  appeared 
to  be  upon  trial.  They  took  the  oaths  without  hesitation, 
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and  hoped,  by  the  assistance  of  their  new  allies,  to  em-    chap. 

broil  the  govemraent  in  such  a  manner  that  the  majority  ^ \^ji ; 

of  the  people  would  declare  for  a  restoration.  But  the  ^^®^- 
views  of  these  new-cemented  parties  were  altogether  in- 
compatible ;  and  their  principles  diametrically  opposite. 
Notwithstanding  their  concurrence  in  Parliament,  the 
Earl  of  Melvil  procured  a  small  majority.  The  opposi- 
tion was  immediately  discouraged  :  some  individuals  re- 
tracted, rather  than  fall  with  a  sinking  cause;  and  mutual 
jealousies  began  to  prevail.  The  leaders  of  the  coalition 
treated  separately  with  King  James;  made  inconsistent 
demands ;  reciprocally  concealed  their  negotiations :  in 
a  word,  they  distrusted  and  hated  one  another  with  the 
most  implacable  resentment. 

The  Earls  of  Argyle,  Annandale,  and  Breadalbane,  The  court 
withdrew  from  their  councils,  and  repaired  to  England.  I^^go^r 
Montgomery,  terrified  at  their  defection,  went  privately  aH  oppow- 
to  London,  after  he  had  hinted  something  of  the  plot  to  comiSy.  * 
Melvil,  and  solicited  a  pass  from  the  queen,  which  was 
refused.  Annandale,  having  received  information  that 
Montgomery  had  disclosed  all  the  particulars  of  the  ne- 
gotiation, threw  himself  upon  the  queen's  mercy,  and  dis- 
closed all  he  knew  of  the  conspiracy.  As  he  had  not 
treated  with  any  of  the  malecontents  in  England,  they 
remained  secure  from  his  evidence;  but  he  informed 
against  Nevil  Payne,  who  had  been  sent  dovra  as  their 
agent  to  Scotland,  where  he  now  resided.  He  was  imme- 
diately apprehended  by  the  council  of  that  kingdom,  in 
consequence  of  a  letter  from  the  Earl  of  Nottingham ; 
and  twice  put  to  the  torture,  which  he  resolutely  bore, 
without  discovering  his  employers.  Montgomery  still 
absconded  in  London,  soliciting  a  pardon ;  but,  finding 
he  could  not  obtain  it,  except  on  condition  of  making  a 
full  discovery,  he  abandoned  his  country,  and  chose  to 
die  in  exile,  rather  than  betray  his  confederates.  This 
disunion  of  the  conspirators,  and  discovery  of  the  plot, 
left  the  Earl  of  Melvil  in  possession  of  a  greater  majo- 
rity ;  though'  even  this  he  was  fain  to  secure  by  over- 
straining his  instructions  in  the  articles  of  patronage,  and 
the  supremacy  of  the  crown,  which  he  yielded  up  to  the 
fury  of  the  fanatic  presbyterians,  contrary  to  the  inten- 
tion of  King  William.     In  lieu  of  these,  however,  they 

f2 
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CHAP,    indulged  him  with  the  tax  of  chimney  or  hearth-money; 

r ^^1 ,  as  well  as  with  a  test  to  be  imposed  upon  all  persons  in 

1689.  office  and  Parliament,  declaring  William  and  Mary  their 
lawful  sovereigns,  and  renouncing  the  pretended  title  of 
King  James.  All  the  laws  in  favour  of  episcopacy  were 
repealed.  Threescore  of  the  presbyterian  ministers,  who 
had  been  ejected  at  the  Restoration,  were  still  alive ;  and 
these  the  Parliament  declared  the  only  sound  part  of  the 
church.  The  government  of  it  was  lodged  in  their  hands ; 
and  they  were  empowered  to  admit  such  as  they  should 
think  proper  to  their  assistance.  A  few  furious  fanatics 
being  thus  associated,  proceeded  with  ungovernable  vio- 
lence to  persecute  the  episcopal  party,  exercising  the 
very  same  tyranny  against  which  they  themselves  had  so 
loudly  exclaimed. 
An.  1690.  While  the  presbyterian  interest  thus  triumphed  in 
intere^7  Scotlaud,  the  two  parties  that  divided  England  employed 
prevails  in  their  wholo  Influence  and  attention  in  manaffinff  the  elec- 

the  new  ,  ,  o     o 

Parliament  tious  for  a  uow  Parliament,  and  the  tories  obtained  the 
of  England,  victory.  The  king  seemed  gradually  falling  into  the  arms 
of  this  party.  They  complained  of  their  having  been 
totally  excluded  from  the  lieutenancy  of  London  at  the 
king's  accession  to  the  crown ;  and  now  a  considerable 
number  of  the  most  violent  tories  in  the  city  were  ad- 
mitted into  the  commission  by  the  interest  and  address 
of  the  Bishop  of  London,  the  Marquis  of  Caermarthen, 
and  the  Earl  of  Nottingham.  To  gratify  that  party,  the 
Earls  of  Monmouth  and  Warrington  were  dismissed  from 
their  employments :  nay,  when  the  Parliament  met  on 
the  twentieth  day  of  March,  the  Commons  chose  for  their 
Burnet,  speaker  Sir  John  Trevor,  a  violent  partisan  of  that  faction, 
Kennet.  *  who  had  been  created  Master  of  the  Rolls  by  the  late 
RS^h*  ^^°&-  ^^  ^^®  ^  ho\^^  artful  man,  and  undertook  to 
procure  a  majority  to  be  at  the  devotion  of  the  court,  pro- 
vided he  should  be  supplied  with  the  necessary  sums  for 
the  purposes  of  corruption.  William,  finding  there  was 
no  other  way  of  maintaining  his  administration  in  peace, 
thought  proper  to  countenance  the  practice  of  purchasing 
votes,  and  appointed  Trevor  first  commissioner  of  the 
great  seal.  In  his  speech  to  the  new  Parliament,  he  gave 
them  to  understand,  that  he  still  persisted  in  his  resolu- 
tion of  going  in  person  to  Ireland.     He  desired  they 
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would  make  a  settlement  of  the  revenue,  or  establish  it    chap. 

for  the  present  as  a  fund  of  credit,  upon  which  the  ne-  v ]};^ , 

cessary  sums  for  the  service  of  the  government  might  be  i^^- 
immediately  advanced:  he  signified  his  intention  of  send- 
ing to  them  an  act  of  grace,  with  a  few  exceptions,  that 
he  might  manifest  his  readiness  to  extend  his  protection 
to  all  his  subjects,  and  leave  no  colour  of  excuse  for 
raising  disturbances  in  his  absence,  as  he  knew  how  busy 
some  ill-affected  men  were  in  their  endeavours  to  alter 
the  established  government ;  he  recommended  an  union 
with  Scotland,  the  Parliament  of  which  had  appointed 
commissioners  for  that  purpose  :  he  told  them  he  should 
leave  the  administration  in  the  hands  of  the  queen,  and 
desired  they  would  prepare  an  act  to  confirm  her  autho- 
rity: he  exhorted  them  to  despatch;  the  business  for 
which  they  were  assembled,  to  avoid  debates,  and  ex- 
pressed his  hope  that  they  should  soon  meet  again  to 
finish  what  might  be  now  left  imperfect. 

The  Commons,  in  compliance  with  this  request,  voted  Bill  fop 
a  supply  of  twelve  hundred  thousand  pounds,  one  million  Jh^Lrma^* 
of  that  sum  to  be  raised  by  a  clause  of  credit  in  the  re-  jesties. 
venue  bills ;  but  he  could  not  prevail  upon  them  to  settle 
the  revenue  for  life.  They  granted,  however,  the  here- 
ditary excise  for  that  term,  but  the  customs  for  four 
years  only.  They  considered  this  short  term  as  the  best 
security  the  kingdom  could  have  for  frequent  Parlia- 
ments ;  though  this  precaution  was  not  at  all  agreeable 
to  their  sovereign.  A  poll-bill  was  likewise  passed ; 
other  supplies  were  granted,  and  both  parties  seemed  to 
court  his  majesty,  by  advancing  money  on  those  funds  of 
credit.  The  whigs,  however,  had  another  battery  in  re- 
serve. They  produced,  in  the  Upper  House,  a  bill  for 
recognizing  their  majesties  as  the  rightful  and  lawful 
sovereigns  of  these  realms,  and  for  declaring  all  the  acts 
of  the  last  Parliament  to  be  good  and  valid.  The  tories 
were  now  reduced  to  a  very  perplexed  situation.  They 
could  not  oppose  the  bill  without  hazarding  the  interest 
they  had  so  lately  acquired,  nor  assent  to  it  without  so- 
lemnly renouncing  their  former  arguments  and  distinc- 
tions. They  made  no  great  objections  to  the  first  part, 
and  even  proposed  to  enact.  That  those  should  be  deemed 
good  laws  for  the  time  to  come ;  but  they  refused  to 
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CHAP,   declare  them  valid  for  that  which  was  past.     After  a  long 

, }}^ ,  debate,  the  bill  was  committed ;  yet  the  whigs  lost  their 

1690.  majority  on  the  report ;  nevertheless,  the  bill  was  reco- 
vered, and  passed  with  some  alteration  in  the  words,  in 
consequence  of  a  nervous,  spirited  protest,  signed  Bolton, 
Macclesfield,  Stamford,  Newport,  Bedford,  Herbert,  Suf- 
folk, Monmouth,  Delamere,  and  Oxford.  The  whole 
interest  of  the  court  was  thrown  into  the  scale  with  this 
bill,  before  it  could  preponderate  against  the  tories,  the 
chiefs  of  whom,  with  the  Earl  of  Nottingham  at  their 
head,  protested  in  their  turn.  The  same  party  in  the 
House  of  Commons  were  determined  upon  a  vigorous 
opposition ;  and  in  the  mean  time  some  trifling  objections 
were  made,  that  it  might  be  committed  for  amendment; 
but  their  design  was  prematurely  discovered  by  one  of  the 
faction,  who  chanced  to  question  the  legality  of  the  con- 
vention, as  it  was  not  summoned  by  the  king's  writ.  This 
insinuation  was  answered  by  Somers,  the  solicitor-general, 
who  observed,  that  if  it  was  not  a  legal  Parliament,  they 
who  were  then  met,  and  who  had  taken  the  oaths  enacted 
by  that  Parliament,  were  guilty  of  high  treason:  the  laws 
repealed  by  it  were  still  in  force:  it  was  their  duty, 
therefore,  to  return  to  King  James :  and  all  concerned 
in  collecting  and  paying  the  money  levied  by  the  acts  of 
that  Parliament  were  highly  criminal.  The  tories  were 
so  struck  with  these  arguments,  that  the  bill  passed  with- 
out farther  opposition,  and  immediately  received  the  royal 
assent.  Thus  the  settlement  was  confirmed  by  those 
very  people  who  had  so  loudly  exclaimed  against  it  as 
illegal :  but  the  whigs,  with  all  their  management,  would 
not  have  gained  their  point,  had  not  the  court  been 
interested  in  the  dispute. 
Another  There  was  another  violent  contest  between  the  two 
test^rbour  parties,  on  the  import  of  a  bill  requiring  all  subjects  in 
*b^  ^^\i^  oflSce  to  abjure  King  James,  on  pain  of  imprisonment, 
a  jura  on.  rpj^Q^gi^  ^j^^  clergy  wcro  at  first  exempted  from  this  test, 

the  main  body  of  the  tories  opposed  it  with  great  vehe- 
mence ;  while  the  whigs,  under  countenance  of  the  mi- 
nistry, supported  it  with  equal  vigour.  It  produced  long 
and  violent  debates ;  and  the  two  factions  seemed  pretty 
equally  balanced.  At  length,  the  tories  represented  to 
the  king,  that  a  great  deal  of  precious  time  would  be  lost 
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in  fruitless  altercation ;  that  those  who  declared  against  chap. 
the  bill  would  grow  sullen  and  intractable,  so  as  to  oppose  v  ^J*  . 
every  other  motion  that  might  be  made  for  the  king's  ^^^ 
service :  that,  in  case  of  its  being  carried,  his  majesty 
must  fall  again  into  the  hands  of  the  whigs,  who  would 
renew  their  former  practices  against  the  prerogative ;  and 
many  individuals,  who  were  now  either  well-affected  to 
him,  or  at  least  neutral,  would  become  Jacobites  from 
resentment.  These  suggestions  had  such  weight  with 
King  William,  that  he  sent  an  intimation  to  the  Commons, 
desiring  they  would  drop  the  debate,  and  proceed  to 
matters  that  were  more  pressing.  The  whigs  in  general 
were  disgusted  at  this  interposition ;  and  the  Earl  of 
Shrewsbury,  who  interested  himself  warmly  in  behalf  of 
the  bill,  resented  it  so  deeply,  that  he  insisted  on  resign- 
ing his  office  of  secretary  of  state.  The  king,  who  revered 
his  talents  and  integrity,  employed  Dr.  Tillotson  and 
others,  who  were  supposed  to  have  credit  with  the  earl, 
to  dissuade  him  from  quitting  his  employment :  but  he 
continued  deaf  to  all  their  remonstrances,  and  would  not 
even  comply  with  the  request  of  his  majesty,  who  pressed 
him  to  keep  the  seals  until  he  should  return  from  Ire- 
land. Long  debates  were  likewise  managed  in  the  House 
of  Lords,  upon  the  bill  of  abjuration,  or  rather  an  oath  of 
special  fidelity  to  William,  in  opposition  to  James.  The 
tones  professed  themselves  willing  to  enter  into  a  nega- 
tive engagement  against  the  late  king  and  his  adherents ; 
but  they  opposed  the  oath  of  abjuration  with  all  their 
might;  and  the  House  was  so  equally  divided,  that  neither 
side  was  willing  to  hazard  a  decision ;  so  that  all  the  fruit 
of  their  debates  was  a  prolongation  of  the  session. 

An  act  was  prepared  for  investing  the  queen  with  the  King  wii- 
administration  during  the  king's  absence:  another  for j^ ^reiwid. 
reversing  the  judgment  on  a  quo  warranto  against  the 
city  of  London,  and  restoring  it  to  its  ancient  rights  and 
privileges ;  and  at  length,  the  bill  of  indemnity  so  cor- 
dially recommended  by  the  king  passed  both  Houses  *". 

^  The  following  persons  were  excepted  from  the  henefit  of  this  act.  William, 
Marquis  of  Powis  ;  Theophilus,  Earl  of  Huntingdon  ;  Robert^  Earl  of  Sunderland; 
John,  Earl  of  Melford ;  Roger,  Earl  of  Castlemaui  ;  Nathaniel,  Lord  Bishop  of 
Durham  ;  Thomas,  Lord  Bishop  of  St.  David's  ;  Henry,  Lord  Dover ;  Lord 
Thomas  Howard;  Sir  Edward  Hales;  Sir  Francis  Withers,  Sir  Edward  Lutwych, 
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On  the  twenty-first  day  of  May,  tbe  king  closed  the  ses- 
sion with  a  short  speech,  in  which  he  thanked  them  for 
1690.  the  supplies  they  had  granted ;  and  recommended  to 
them  a  punctual  discharge  of  their  duties  in  their  re- 
spective counties,  that  the  peace  of  the  nation  might  not 
be  interrupted  in  his  absence.  The  Houses  were  ad- 
journed to  the  seventh  day  of  July ;  when  the  Parliament 
was  prorogued  and  adjourned  successively.  As  a  farther 
security  for  the  peace  of  the  kingdom,  the  deputy-lieu- 
tenants were  authorized  to  raise  the  militia  in  case  of  ne- 
cessity. All  Papists  were  prohibited  to  stir  above  five 
miles  from  their  respective  places  of  abode :  a  proclama- 
tion was  published  for  apprehending  certain  disaffected 
persons :  Sir  John  Cochran  and  Ferguson  were  actually 
arrested  on  suspicion  of  treasonable  practices.  On  the 
fourth  day  of  June  the  king  set  out  for  Ireland,  attended 
by  Prince  George  of  Denmark,  the  Duke  of  Ormond, 
the  Earls  of  Oxford,  Scarborough,  Manchester,  and  many 
other  persons  of  distinction ;  on  the  fourteenth  day  of 
the  month,  he  landed  at  Carrickfergus,  from  whence  he 
immediately  proceeded  to  Belfast,  where  he  was  met  by 
the  Duke  of  Schomberg,  the  Prince  of  Wirtemberg, 
Major-General  Kirke,  and  other  officers.  By  this  time 
Colonel  Wolsey,  at  the  head  of  a  thousand  men,  had  de- 
feated a  strong  detachment  of  the  enemy  near  Belturbat; 
Sir  John  Lanier  had  taken  Bedloe-castle ;  and  that  of 
Charlemont,  a  strong  post  of  great  importance,  together 
with  Balingargy,  near  Cavan,  had  been  reduced.  King 
William  having  reposed  himself  for  two  or  three  days  at 
Belfast,  visited  the  duke's  head-quarters  at  Lisburne: 
then  advancing  to  Hillsborough,  published  an  order 
against  pressing  horses,  and  committing  violence  on  the 
country-people.  When  some  of  his  general  officers  pro- 
posed cautious  measures,  he  declared  he  did  not  come  to 
Ireland  to  let  the  grass  grow  under  his  feet.  He  ordered 
the  army  to  encamp  and  be  reviewed  at  Loughbrilland, 
when   he   found  it  amount  to  six-and-thirty  thousand 

Sir  Thomas  Jenner,  Sir  Nicholas  Butler,  Sir  William  Herbert,  Sir  Richard  Hol- 
loway.  Sir  Richard  Heath,  Sir  Roger  L'Estrange,  William  Molineux,  Thomas 
Tyndesly,  Colonel  Townly,  Colonel  Lmidy,  Robert  Brent,  Edward  Morgan,  Philip 
Burton,  Richard  Graham,  Edward  Petre,  Obadiah  Walker,  Matthew  Crone,  and 
George  Lord  Jefferies,  deceased. 
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effective  men  well  appointed.    Then  he  marched  to  Dun-    chap. 

dalk;  and  afterwards  advanced  to  Ardee,  which  the  enemy  > 1 ; 

had  just  abandoned.  ^^^• 

King  James  trusted  so  much  to  the  disputes  in  the  KingJames 
English  Parliament,  that  he  did  not  believe  his  son-in-law  Jh^o;^^ 
would  be  able  to  quit  that  kingdom ;  and  William  had 
been  six  days  in  Ireland  before  he  received  intimation  of 
his  arrival.  This  was  no  sooner  known  than  he  left  Dub- 
lin under  the  guard  of  the  militia  commanded  by  Luttrel, 
and  with  a  reinforcement  of  six  thousand  infantry,  which 
he  had  lately  received  from  France,  joined  the  rest  of  his 
forces,  which  now  almost  equalled  William's  army  in 
number,  exclusive  of  about  fifteen  thousand  men  who 
remained  in  different  garrisons.  He  occupied  a  very  ad- 
vantageous post  on  the  bank  of  the  Boyne,  and,  contrary 
to  the  advice  of  his  general  officers,  resolved  to  stand 
battle.  They  promised  to  strengthen  their  garrisons,  and 
retire  to  the  Shannon,  to  wait  the  effect  of  the  opera- 
tions at  sea.  Louis  had  proposed  to  equip  a  powerful 
armament  against  the  English  fleet,  and  send  over  a  great 
number  of  small  frigates  to  destroy  William's  transports 
as  soon  as  their  convoy  should  be  returned  to  England. 
The  execution  of  this  scheme  was  not  at  all  difficult,  and 
must  have  proved  fatal  to  the  English  army ;  for  their 
stores  and  ammunition  were  still  on  board ;  the  ships 
sailed  along  the  coast  as  the  troops  advanced  in  their 
march ;  and  there  was  not  one  secure  harbour  into  which 
they  could  retire  on  any  emergency.  James,  however, 
was  bent  upon  hazarding  an  engagement ;  and  expressed 
uncommon  confidence  and  alacrity.  Besides  the  river, 
which  was  deep,  his  front  was  secured  by  a  morass  and  a 
rising  ground  :  so  that  the  English  army  could  not  at- 
tack him  vnthout  manifest  disadvantage. 

King  William  marched  up  to  the  opposite  bank  of  the  Wiiiiam 
river,  and  as  he  reconnoitred  their  situation,  was  ex-^^^j^mea 
posed  to  the  fire  of  some  field  pieces,  which  the  enemy  ^t*ie- 
purposely  planted  against  his  person.      They  killed  a 
man  and  two  horses  close   by   him ;   and  the  second 
bullet  rebounding  from  the  earth,  grazed  upon  his  right 
shoulder,  so  as  to  carry  off  part  of  his  clothes  and  skin, 
and  produce  a  considerable  contusion.     This  accident, 
which  he  bore  without  the  least  emotion,  created  some 
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CHAP,   confusion  among  his  attendants,  which  the  enemy  per- 

, l];;^_j  ceiving,  concluded  he  was  killed,  and  shouted  aloud  in 

1690.  token  of  their  joy.  The  whole  camp  resounded  with 
acclamation ;  and  several  squadrons  of  their  horse  were 
drawn  down  towards  the  river,  as  if  they  had  intended  to 
pass  it  immediately  and  attack  the  English  army.  The  re- 
port was  instantly  communicated  from  place  to  place,  until 
it  reached  Dublin ;  from  thence  it  was  conveyed  to  Paris, 
where,  contrary  to  the  custom  of  the  French  court,  the 
people  were  encouraged  to  celebrate  the  event  with  bon- 
fires and  illuminations.  William  rode  along  the  line 
to  show  himself  to  the  army  after  this  narrow  escape.  At 
night  he  called  a  council  of  war ;  and  declared  his  reso- 
lution to  attack  the  enemy  in  the  morning.  Schomberg 
at  first  opposed  his  design ;  but  finding  the  king  deter- 
mined,  he  advised  that  a  strong  detachment  of  horse 
and  foot  should  that  night  pass  the  Boyne  at  Slane- 
bridge,  and  take  post  between  the  enemy  and  the  pass 
of  Duleck,  that  the  action  might  be  the  more  decisive. 
This  counsel  being  rejected,  the  king  determined,  that, 
early  in  the  morning,  Lieutenant  General  Douglas,  with 
the  right  wing  of  infantry,  and  young  Schomberg,  with 
the  horse,  should  pass  at  Slane-bridge,  while  the  main 
body  of  foot  should  force  their  passage  at  Oldbridge, 
and  the  left  at  certain  fords  between  the  enemy's  camp 
and  Drogheda.  The  duke,  perceiving  his  advice  was 
not  relished  by  the  Dutch  generals,  retired  to  his  tent, 
where  the  order  of  battle  being  brought  to  him,  he  re- 
ceived it  with  an  air  of  discontent,  saying  it  was  the  first 
that  had  ever  been  sent  him  in  that  manner.  The  pro- 
per dispositions  being  made,  William  rode  quite  through 
the  army  by  torch  light,  and  then  retired  to  his  tent, 
after  having  given  orders  for  the  soldiers  to  distinguish 
themselves  from  the  enemy,  by  wearing  green  boughs 
in  their  hats  during  the  action. 
Battle  of  At  six  o'clock  in  the  morning,  General  Douglas,  with 
the  Boyne.  ^^^^^  Schomberg,  the  Earl  of  Portland,  and  Auver- 
querque,  marched  towards  Slane  bridge,  and  passed  the 
river  with  very  little  opposition.  When  they  reached 
the  farther  bank,  they  perceived  the  enemy  drawn  up 
in  two  lines,  to  a  considerable  number  of  horse  and  foot, 
with  a  morass  in  their  front ;  so  that  Douglas  was  obliged 
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to  wait  for  a  reinforcement.     This  being  arrived,  the    chap. 

infantry  was  led  on  to  the  charge  through  the  morass, , ]}^ , 

while  Count  Schomberg  rode  round  it  with  his  cavalry,  i^^* 
to  attack  the  enemy  in  flank.  The  Irish,  instead  of 
waiting  the  assault,  faced  about,  and  retreated  towards 
Duleck  with  some  precipitation  ;  yet  not  so  fast,  but  that 
Schomberg  fell  in  among  their  rear,  and  did  consider- 
able execution.  King  James,  however,  soon  reinforced 
his  left  wing  from  the  centre ;  and  the  count  was  in  his 
turn  obliged  to  send  for  assistance.  At  this  juncture. 
King  William's  main  body,  consisting  of  the  Dutch 
guards,  the  French  regiments,  and  some  battalions  of 
English,  passed  the  river,  which  was  waist  high,  under  a 
general  discharge  of  artillery.  King  James  had  impru- 
dently removed  his  cannon  from  the  other  side ;  but  he 
had  posted  a  strong  body  of  musqueteers  along  the  bank, 
behind  hedges,  houses,  and  some  works  raised  for  the 
occasion.  These  poured  in  a  close  fire  upon  the  Eng- 
lish troops  before  they  reached  the  shore ;  but  it  pro- 
duced very  little  effect :  then  the  Irish  gave  way ;  and 
some  battalions  landed  without  farther  opposition.  Yet 
before  they  could  form,  they  were  charged  with  great  im- 
petuosity by  a  squadron  of  the  enemy's  horse ;  and  a  con- 
siderable body  of  their  cavalry  and  foot,  commanded  by 
General  Hamilton,  advanced  from  behind  some  little  hil- 
locks to  attack  those  that  were  landed,  as  well  as  to  prevent 
the  rest  from  reaching  the  shore.  His  infantry  turned  their 
bad^s  and  fled  immediately  ;  but  the  horse  charged  with 
incredible  fury,  both  upon  the  bank  and  in  the  river,  so  as 
to  put  the  unformed  regiments  in  confusion.  Then  the 
Duke  of  Schomberg  passed  the  river  in  person,  put  him- 
self at  the  head  of  the  French  Protestants,  and  pointing 
to  the  enemy ;  *'  Gentlemen,"  said  he,  "  those  are  your 
persecutors :"  with  these  words  he  advanced  to  the  at- 
tack, where  he  himself  sustained  a  violent  onset  from  a 
party  of  the  Irish  horse,  which  had  broke  through  one  of 
the  regiments,  and  were  now  on  their  return.  They 
were  mistaken  for  English,  and  allowed  to  gallop  up  to 
the  duke,  who  received  two  severe  wounds  in  the  head : 
but  the  French  regiments  being  now  sensible  of  their 
mistake,  rashly  threw  in  their  fire  upon  the  Irish  while 
they  were  engaged  with  the  duke ;  and  instead  of  saving, 
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CHAP,    shot  him  dead  upon  the  spot.     The  fate  of  this  general 

1 l^^ ,  had  well  nigh  proved  fatal  to  the  English  army,  which 

1690.  ^ag  immediately  involved  in  tumult  and  disorder ;  while 
the  infantry  of  King  James  rallied,  and  returned  to  their 
posts  with  a  face  of  resolution.  They  were  just  ready  to 
fall  upon  the  centre,  when  King  William  having  passed 
with  the  left  wing,  composed  of  the  Danish,  Dutch,  and 
Inniskillin  horse,  advanced  to  attack  them  on  the  right. 
They  were  struck  with  such  a  panic  at  his  appearance, 
that  they  made  a  sudden  halt,  and  then  facing  about,  re- 
treated to  the  village  of  Dunmore.  There  they  made 
such  a  vigorous  stand,  that  the  Dutch  and  Danish  horse, 
though  headed  by  the  king  in  person,  recoiled;  even 
the  Inniskilliners  gave  way ;  and  the  whole  wing  would 
have  been  routed,  had  not  a  detachment  of  dragoons, 
belonging  to  the  regiments  of  Cunningham  and  Levison, 
dismounted,  and  lined  the  hedges  on  each  side  of  the 
defile  through  which  the  fugitives  were  driven.  There 
they  did  such  execution  upon  the  pursuers,  as  soon 
checked  their  ardour.  The  horse,  wliich  were  broken, 
had  now  time  to  rally,  and,  returning  to  the  charge, 
drove  the  enemy  before  them  in  their  turn.  In  this 
action  General  Hamilton,  who  had  been  the  life  and 
soul  of  the  Irish  during  the  whole  engagement,  was 
wounded  and  taken;  an  incident  which  discouraged 
them  to  such  a  degree,  that  they  made  no  farther  efforts 
to  retrieve  the  advantage  they  had  lost.  He  was  imme- 
diately brought  to  the  king,  who  asked  him  if  he  thought 
the  Irish  would  make  any  further  resistance  ;  and  he  re- 
plied, "  Upon  my  honour,  I  believe  they  will ;  for  they 
have  still  a  good  body  of  horse  entire."  William  eyeing 
him  with  a  look  of  disdain,  repeated,  "  Your  honour ! 
your  honour !"  but  took  no  other  notice  of  his  having 
acted  contrary  to  his  engagement,  when  he  was  per- 
mitted to  go  to  Ireland,  on  promise  of  persuading 
Tyrconnel  to  submit  to  the  new  government.  The  Irish 
now  abandoned  the  field  with  precipitation:  but  the 
French  and  Swiss  troops,  that  acted  as  their  auxiliaries, 
under  Lauzun,  retreated  in  good  order,  after  having 
maintained  the  battle  for  some  time  with  intrepidity  and 
perseverance. 

As  King  William  did  not  think  proper  to  pursue  the 
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enemy,  the  carnage  was  not  great.   The  Irish  lost  fifteen    chap. 

hundred  men,  and  the  English  about  one-third  of  that  s ^'j , 

number ;  though  the  victory  was  dearly  purchased,  con-  ^^' 
sidering  the  death  of  the  gallant  Duke  of  Schomberg,  character 
who  fell  in  the  eighty-second  year  of  his  age,  after  hav-  ©^  Schem- 
ing rivalled  the  best  generals  of  the  time  in  military  re- 
putation. He  was  descended  of  a  noble  family  in  the 
Palatinate,  and  his  mother  was  an  English  woman, 
daughter  of  Lord  Dudley.  Being  obliged  to  leave  his 
country,  on  account  of  the  troubles  by  which  it  was  agi- 
tated, he  commenced  a  soldier  of  fortune,  and  served 
successively  in  the  armies  of  Holland,  England,  France, 
Portugal,  and  Brandenburg.  He  attained  to  the  dig- 
nities of  mareschal  in  France,  grandee  in  Portugal,  gene- 
ralissimo in  Prussia,  and  duke  in  England.  He  pro- 
fessed the  Protestant  religion ;  was  courteous  and  humble 
in  his  deportment ;  cool,  penetrating,  resolute,  and  saga- 
cious ;  nor  was  his  probity  inferior  to  his  courage.  This 
battle  likewise  proved  fatal  to  the  brave  Caillemote, 
who  had  followed  the  duke's  fortunes,  and  commanded 
one  of  the  Protestant  regiments.  After  having  received 
a  mortal  wound,  he  was  carried  back  through  the  river 
by  four  soldiers,  and  though  almost  in  the  agonies  of 
death,  he  with  a  cheerful  countenance  encouraged  those 
who  were  crossing  to  do  their  duty,  exclaiming  "^4  la 
ghirey  mes  enfans ;  d  la  gloire !  To  glory,  my  lads ;  to 
glory!"  The  third  remarkable  person  who  lost  his  life 
on  this  occasion  was  Walker  the  clergyman,  who  had  so 
valiantly  defended  Londonderry  against  the  whole  army 
of  King  James.  He  had  been  very  graciously  received 
by  King  William,  who  gratified  him  with  a  reward  of 
five  thousand  pounds,  and  a  promise  of  further  favour ; 
but  his  military  genius  still  predominating,  he  attended 
his  royal  patron  in  this  battle,  and,  being  shot  in  the 
belly,  died  in  a  few  minutes.  The  persons  of  distinction 
who  fell  on  the  other  side  were  the  Lords  Dongan  and 
Carlingford ;  Sir  Neile  O'Neile,  and  the  Marquis  of 
Hocquincourt.  iTames  himself  stood  aloof  during  the 
action,  on  the  hill  of  Dunmore,  surrounded  with  some 
squadrons  of  horse ;  and  seeing  victory  declare  against 
him,  retired  to  Dublin,  without  having  made  the  least 
effort  to  reassemble  his  broken  forces.     Had  he  pos- 
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CHAP,   sessed  either  spirit  or  conduct,  his  army  might  have  been 

, ]^^ ,  rallied  and  reinforced  from  his  garrisons,  so  as  to  be  in  a 

1690.  condition  to  keep  the  field,  and  even  act  upon  the  offen- 
sive ;  for  his  loss  was  inconsiderable,  and  the  victor  did 
not  attempt  to  molest  his  troops  in  their  retreat — an 
omission  which  has  been  charged  upon  him  as  a  flagrant 
instance  of  misconduct.  Indeed,  through  the  whole  of 
this  engagement,  William's  personal  courage  was  much 
more  conspicuous  than  his  military  skill. 
James  era-  King  James  no  sooner  arrived  at  Dublin,  than  he  as- 
F^nce?'  sembled  the  magistrates  and  council  of  the  city,  and  in 
a  short  speech  resigned  them  to  the  fortune  of  the  vic- 
tor. He  complained  of  the  cowardice  of  the  Irish  ;  sig- 
nified his  resolution  of  leaving  the  kingdom  immediately; 
forbade  them,  on  their  allegiance,  to  bum  or  plunder  the 
city  after  his  departure ;  and  assured  them,  that  though 
he  was  obliged  to  yield  to  force,  he  would  never  cease  to 
labour  for  their  deliverance.  Next  day  he  set  out  for 
Waterford,  attended  by  the  Duke  of  Berwick,  Tyrconnel, 
and  the  Marquis  of  Powis.  He  ordered  all  the  bridges 
to  be  broken  down  behind  him,  and  embarked  in  a  vessel 
which  had  been  prepared  for  his  reception.  At  sea,  he 
fell  in  with  the  French  squadron,  commanded  by  the 
Sieur  de  Foran,  who  persuaded  him  to  go  on  board  one 
of  his  frigates,  which  was  a  prime  sailer.  In  this  he  was 
safely  conveyed  to  France,  and  returned  to  the  place  of 
his  former  residence  at  St.  Germain's.  He  had  no  sooner 
quitted  Dublin,  than  it  was  also  abandoned  by  all  the 
Papists.  The  Protestants  immediately  took  possession 
of  the  arms  belonging  to  the  militia,  under  the  conduct 
of  the  Bishops  of  Meath  and  Limerick.  A  committee 
was  formed  to  take  charge  of  the  administration ;  and 
an  account  of  these  transactions  was  transmitted  to  King 
William,  together  with  a  petition,  that  he  would  honour 
the  city  with  his  presence. 
William  Qu  the  momiug  after  the  battle  of  the  Bojme,  William 
^nf and  "  scut  a  dotaclimeut  of  horse  and  foot,  under  the  command 
publishes  of  M.  Melliouere,  to  Drogheda,  the  governor  of  which 
tion.^*'  surrendered  the  place  without  opposition.  The  king,  at 
the  head  of  the  army,  began  his  march  for  Dublin,  and 
halted  the  first  night  at  Bally-Breghan,  where,  having 
received  advice  of  the  enemy's  retreat  from  the  capital. 
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he  sent  the  Duke  of  Onnond,  with  a  body  of  horse,  to  chap. 
take  possession.  They  were  immediately  followed  by  v«_^^L__> 
the  Dutch  guards,  who  secured  the  castle.  In  a  few  ^^^• 
days  the  king  encamped  at  Finglas,  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Dublin,  where  he  was  visited  by  the  Bishops  of 
Meath  and  Limerick,  at  the  head  of  the  Protestant 
clergy,  whom  he  assured  of  his  favour  and  protection. 
Then  he  published  a  declaration  of  pardon  to  all  the 
common  people  who  had  served  against  him,  provided 
they  should  return  to  their  dwellings,  and  surrender  their 
arms  by  the  first  day  of  August.  Those  that  rented 
lands  of  popish  proprietors,  who  had  been  concerned 
in  the  rebellion,  were  required  to  retain  their  rents  in 
their  own  hands,  until  they  should  have  notice  from  the 
commissioners  of  the  revenue  to  whom  they  should  be 
paid.  The  desperate  leaders  of  the  rebellion,  who  had 
violated  the  laws  of  the  kingdom,  called  in  the  French, 
authorized  the  depredations  which  had  been  committed 
upon  the  Protestants,  and  rejected  the  pardon  offered  to 
them  on  the  king's  first  proclamation,  were  left  to  the 
event  of  war,  unless  by  evident  demonstrations  of  re- 
pentance they  should  deserve  mercy,  which  would  never 
be  refiised  to  those  who  were  truly  penitent.  The  next 
step  taken  by  King  William  was  to  issue  a  proclamation, 
reducing  the  brass  money  to  nearly  its  intrinsic  value. 
In  the  mean  time,  the  principal  officers  in  the  army  of 
James,  after  having  seen  him  embark  at  Waterford,  re- 
turned to  their  troops,  determined  to  prosecute  the  war 
as  long  as  they  could  be  supplied  with  means  to  support 
their  operations. 

During  these  transactions,  the  queen,  as  regent,  found  TheFrench 
herself  surrounded  with  numberless  cares  and  perplexities,  victorv* 
Her  council  was  pretty  equally  divided  into  whigs  and  *g  ®^,.*V 
tories,  who  did  not  always  act  with  unanimity.     She  was  aiuf  Dutch 
distracted  between  her  apprehensions  for  her  father's  ^®®^^j^®*[ 
safety  and  her  husband's  life  :  she  was  threatened  with  head. 
an  invasion  by  the  French  from  abroad,  and  with  an  in- 
surrection by  the  Jacobites  at  home.     Nevertheless,  she 
disguised  her  fears,  and  behaved  with  equal  prudence 
and  fortitude.     Advice  being  received  that  a  fleet  was 
ready  to  sail  from  Brest,  Lord  Torrington  hoisted  his 
flag  in  the  Downs,  and  sailed  round  to  St.  Helen's,  in 
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CHAP,    order  to  assemble  such  a  number  of  ships  as  would  enable' 

: ,  him  to  give  them  battle.     The  enemy  being  discovered 

1690.  Qff  Plymouth,  on  the  twentieth  day  of  June,  the  English 
admiral,  reinforced  with  a  Dutch  squadron,  stood  out  to 
sea,  with  a  view  to  intercept  them  at  the  back  of  the  Isle 
of  Wight,  should  they  presume  to  sail  up  the  channel : 
not  that  he  thought  himself  strong  enough  to  cope  with 
them  in  battle.  Their  fleet  consisted  of  seventy-eight  ships 
of  war,  and  two-and-twenty  fireships :  whereas  the  com- 
bined squadrons  of  England  and  Holland  did  not  exceed 
six-and-fifty ;  but  he  had  received  orders  to  hazard  an 
engagement,  if  he  thought  it  might  be  done  with  any 
prospect  of  success.  After  the  hostile  fleets  had  conti- 
nued five  days  in  sight  of  each  other,  Lord  Torrington 
bore  down  upon  the  enemy  off  Beachy-head,  on  the  thir- 
tieth day  of  June,  at  daybreak.  The  Dutch  squadron 
which  composed  the  van  began  the  engagement  about 
nine  in  the  morning :  in  about  half  an  hour  the  blue  di- 
vision of  the  English  were  close  engaged  with  the  rear 
of  the  French :  but  the  red  which  formed  the  centre, 
under  the  command  of  Torrington  in  person,  did  not  fill 
the  line  till  ten  o'clock,  so  that  the  Dutch  were  almost 
surrounded  by  the  enemy,  and  though  they  fought  with 
great  valour,  sustained  considerable  damage.  At  length, 
the  admiral's  division  drove  between  them  and  the 
French,  and  in  that  situation  the  fleet  anchored  about 
five  in  the  afternoon,  when  the  action  was  interrupted 
by  a  calm.  The  Dutch  had  suffered  so  severely,  that 
Torrington  thought  it  would  be  imprudent  to  renew  the 
battle ;  he,  therefore,  weighed  anchor  in  the  night,  and 
with  the  tide  of  flood  retired  to  the  eastward.  The  next 
day  the  disabled  ships  were  destroyed,  that  they  might 
not  be  retarded  in  their  retreat.  They  were  pursued  as 
far  as  Rye :  an  English  ship  of  seventy  guns  being 
stranded  near  Winchelsea,  was  set  on  fire  and  deserted 
by  the  captain's  command.  A  Dutch  ship  of  sixty-four 
guns  met  with  the  same  accident,  and  some  French  fri- 
gates attempted  to  bum  her ;  but  the  captain  defended 
her  so  vigorously  that  they  were  obliged  to  desist,  and 
he  afterwards  found  means  to  carry  her  safe  to  Holland. 
In  this  engagement,  the  English  lost  two  ships,  two  sea- 
captains,  and  about  four  hundred  men ;  but  the  Dutch 
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were  more  unfortunate :  six  of  their  great  ships  were 
destroyed.  Dick  and  Bracket,  rear-admirals,  were  slain, 
together  with  a  great  number  of  inferior  officers  and  sea-  ^^^®- 
men.  Torrington  retreated  without  further  interruption 
into  the  mouth  of  the  Thames ;  and,  having  taken  pre- 
cautions against  any  attempts  of  the  enemy  in  that  quar- 
ter, returned  to  London,  the  inhabitants  of  which  were 
overwhelmed  with  consternation. 

The  government  was  infected  with  the  same  panic. 
The  ministry  pretended  to  believe  that  the  French  acted 
in  concert  with  the  malecontents  of  the  nation ;  that 
insurrections  in  the  different  parts  of  the  kingdom  had 
been  projected  by  the  Jacobites  ;  and  that  there  would 
be  a  general  revolt  in  Scotland.  These  insinuations  were 
circulated  by  the  court-agents,  in  order  to  justify,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  public,  the  measures  that  were  deemed 
necessary  at  this  juncture ;  and  they  produced  the  desired 
effect.  The  apprehensions  thus  artfully  raised  among 
the  people  inflamed  their  aversion  to  nonjurors  and  Ja- 
cobites. Addresses  were  presented  to  the  queen  by  the 
Cornish  tinners,  by  the  lieutenancy  of  Middlesex,  and  by 
the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  lieutenancy  of  London,  filled 
with  professions  of  loyalty,  and  promises  of  supporting 
their  majesties  as  their  lawful  sovereigns,  against  all  op- 
position. The  queen,  at  this  crisis,  exhibited  remarkable 
proofs  of  courage,  activity,  and  discretion.  She  issued 
out  proper  orders  and  directions  for  putting  the  nation 
in  a  posture  of  defence,  as  well  as  for  refitting  and  aug- 
menting the  fleet :  she  took  measures  for  appeasing  the 
resentment  of  the  States-General,  who  exclaimed  against 
the  Earl  of  Torrington  for  his  behaviour  in  the  late  ac- 
tion. He  was  deprived  of  his  command  and  sent  prisoner  J^J^^f^^ 
to  the  Tower ;  and  commissioners  were  appointed  to  prisoner 
examine  the  particular  circumstances  of  his  conduct.  A  5?ower. 
camp  was  formed  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Torbay,  where 
the  French  seemed  to  threaten  a  descent.  Their  fleet, 
which  lay  at  anchor  in  the  bay,  cannonaded  a  small  village 
called  Tingmouth.  About  a  thousand  of  their  men  landed 
without  opposition,  set  fire  to  the  place,  and  burned  a 
few  coasting  vessels ;  then  they  re-embarked  and  returned 
to  Brest,  so  vain  of  this  achievement,  that  they  printed 
a  pompous  account  of  their  invasion.     Some  of  the  whig 
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CHAP,   partisans  published  pamphlets,  and  diifiised  reports,  im- 

, l^^ ,  plying,  that  the  suspended  bishops  were  concerned  in  the 

1690.  conspiracy  against  the  government ;  and  these  arts  proved 
so  inflammatory  among  the  common  people,  that  the  pre- 
lates thought  it  necessary  to  print  a  paper,  in  which  they 
asserted  their  innocence  in  the  most  solemn  protestations. 
The  court  seems  to  have  harboured  no  suspicion  against 
them,  otherwise  they  would  not  have  escaped  imprison- 
ment. The  queen  issued  a  proclamation  for  apprehend- 
ing the  Earls  of  Lichfield,  Aylesbury,  and  Castlemain; 
Viscount  Preston ;  the  Lords  Montgomery  and  Bellasis; 
Sir  Edward  Hales,  Sir  Robert  Tharold,  Sir  Robert  Ha- 
milton, Sir  Theophilus  Oglethorpe,  Coloned  Edward 
Sackville,  and  some  other  oflScers.  These  were  accused 
of  having  conspired  with  other  disaffected  persons  to  dis- 
turb and  destroy  the  government,  and  of  a  design  to  con- 
cur with  her  majesty's  enemies  in  the  intended  invasion. 
The  Earl  of  Torrington  continued  a  prisoner  in  the  Tower 
till  next  session,  when  he  was  brought  into  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  made  a  speech  in  his  own  defence.  His 
case  produced  long  debates  in  the  Upper  House,  where 
the  form  of  his  commitment  was  judged  illegal ;  at  length 
he  was  tried  by  a  court-martial,  appointed  by  the  com- 
missioners of  the  Admiralty,  though  not  before  an  act  had 
passed,  declaring  the  power  of  a  lord  high-admiral  vested 
in  those  commissioners.  The  president  of  the  court  was 
Sir  Ralph  Delaval,  who  had  acted  as  vice-admiral  of  the 
blue  in  the  engagement.  The  earl  was  acquitted,  but 
the  king  dismissed  him  from  the  service ;  and  the  Dutch 
exclaimed  against  the  partiality  of  his  judges. 
Progress  of  William  is  said  to  have  intercepted  all  the  papers  of 
Yreimd. '"  ^^^  father-iu-law  and  Tyrconnel,  and  to  have  learned 
from  them,  not  only  the  design  projected  by  the  French 
to  burn  the  English  transports,  but  likewise  the  under- 
taking of  one  Jones,  who  engaged  to  assassinate  King 
William.  No  such  attempt,  however,  was  made,  and  in 
all  probability,  the  whole  report  was  a  fiction,  calculated 
to  throw  an  odium  on  James's  character.  On  the  ninth 
day  of  July,  William  detached  General  Douglas  vrith  a 
considerable  body  of  horse  and  foot  towards  Afhlone, 
while  he  himself,  having  left  Trelawney  to  command  at 
Dublin,  advanced  with  the  rest  of  his  army  to  Inchiquin, 
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in  his  way  to  Kilkenny.     Colonel  Grace,  the  governor  of   chap. 

Athlone  for  King  James,  being  summoned  to  surrender,  ^ ]^;_ , 

fired  a  pistol  at  the  trumpeter,  saying,  "These  are  my  1690. 
terms."  Then  Douglas  resolved  to  undertake  the  siege 
of  the  place,  which  was  naturally  very  strong,  and  de- 
fended by  a  resolute  garrison.  An  inconsiderable  breach 
was  made,  when  Douglas  receiving  intelligence  that  Sars- 
field  was  on  his  march  to  the  relief  of  the  besieged,  aban- 
doned the  enterprise,  after  having  lost  above  four  hundred 
men  in  the  attempt.  The  king  continued  his  march  to 
the  westward;  and,  by  dint  of  severe  examples,  established 
such  order  and  discipline  in  his  army,  that  the  peasants 
were  secure  from  the  least  violence.  At  Carlow  he  de- 
tached the  Duke  of  Ormond  to  take  possession  of  Kil- 
kenny, where  that  nobleman  regaled  him  in  his  own 
castle,  which  the  enemy  had  left  undamaged.  While 
the  army  encamped  at  Carrick,  Major  General  Kirke  was 
sent  to  Waterford,  the  garrison  of  which,  consisting  of 
two  regiments,  capitulated,  upon  condition  of  marching 
out  with  their  arms  and  baggage,  and  being  conducted  to 
Mallow.  The  fort  of  Duncannon  was  surrendered  on 
the  same  terms.  Here  the  Lord  Dover  and  the  Lord 
George  Howard  were  admitted  to  the  benefit  of  the 
king's  mercy  and  protection. 

On  the  first  day  of  August,  William  being  at  Chapel-  ^e  mvest* 
Izard,  published  a  second  declaration  of  mercy,  confirm-  but  is    * 
ing  the  former,  and  even  extending  it  to  persons  of  supe-  ^|^^^^ 
rior  rank  and  station,  whether  natives  or  foreigners,  pro- siege,  and 
vided  they  would,  by  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  the  month,  ^^^*^^ 
lay  down  their  arms,  and  submit  to  certain  conditions. 
This  offer  of  indemnity  produced  very  little  effect ;  for 
the  Irish  were  generally  governed  by  their  priests,  and 
the  news  of  the  victory  which  the  French  fleet  had  ob- 
tained over  the  English  and  Dutch  had  circulated  with 
such  exaggerations  as  elevated  their  spirits,  and  effaced 
all  thoughts  of  submission.     The  king  had  returned  to 
Dublin,  with  a  view  to  embark  for  England ;  but  receiv- 
ing notice  that  the  designs  of  his  domestic  enemies  were 
discovered  and  frustrated,  that  the  fleet  was  repaired,  and 
the  French  navy  retired  to  Brest,  he  postponed  his  voy- 
age, and  resolved  to  reduce  Limerick ;  in  which  Monsieur 
Boisseleau  commanded  as  governor,  and  the  Duke  of 
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CHAP.    Berwick  and  Colonel  Sarsfield  acted  as  inferior  officers'. 
,     ^^'     ,  On  the  ninth  day  of  August,  the  king  having  called  in  his 
1690.     detachment,  and  advanced  into  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
place,  summoned  the  commander  to  deliver  the  town; 
and  Boisseleau  answered,  that  he  imagined  the  best  way 
to  gain  the  good  opinion  of  the  Prince  of  Orange  would 
be  a  vigorous  defence  of  the  town  which  his  majesty  had 
committed  to  his  charge.     Before  the  place  was  fully  in- 
vested, Colonel  Sarsfield,  with  a  body  of  horse  and  dra- 
goons, passed  the  Shannon  in  the  night,  intercepted  the 
king's  train  of  artillery  on  its  way  to  the  camp,  routed 
the  troops  that  guarded  it,  disabled  the  cannon,  destroyed 
the  carriages,  waggons,  and  ammunition,  and  returned  in 
safety  to  Limerick.     Notwithstanding  this  disaster,  the 
trenches  were  opened  on  the  seventeenth  day  of  the 
month,  and  a  battery  was  raised  with  some  cannon  brought 
from  Waterford.     The  siege  was  carried  on  with  vigour, 
and  the  place  defended  with  great  resolution.     At  length 
the  king  ordered  his  troops  to  make  a  lodgment  in  the 
covered  way  or  counterscarp,  which  was  accordingly  as- 
saulted with  great  fury ;  but  the  assailants  met  with  such 
a  warm  reception  from  the  besieged,  that  they  were  re- 
pulsed with  the  loss  of  twelve  hundred  men,  either  killed 
on  the  spot  or  mortally  wounded.     This  disappointment 
concurring  with  the  badness  of  the  weather,  which  be- 
came rainy  and  unwholesome,  induced  the  king  to  re- 
nounce his  undertaking.     The  heavy  baggage  and  cannon 
being  sent  away,  the  army  decamped,  and  marched  to- 
wards Clonmel.     William  having  constituted  the  Lord 
Sidney  and  Thomas  Coningsby  lords  justices  of  Ireland, 
and  left  the  command  of  the  army  with  Count  Solmes, 
embarked  at  Duncannon  with  Prince  George  of  Denmark 
on  the  fifth  of  September,  and  next  day  arrived  in  King- 
road,  near  Bristol,  from  whence  he  repaired  to  Windsor. 
Cork  and        About  the  latter  end  of  this  month  the  Earl  of  Marl- 
duced  by"  borough  arrived  in  Ireland,  with  five  thousand  English 
the  Earl  of  troops,  to  attack  Cork  and  Kinsale,  in  conjunction  with 
rough.       a  detachment  from  the  great  army,  according  to  a  scheme 
he  had  proposed  to  King  William.     Having  landed  his 
soldiers  without  much  opposition  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Cork,  he  was  joined  by  five  thousand  men,  under  the 
Prince  of  Wirtemberg,  between  whom  and  the  earl  a  dis- 
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pute  arose  about  the  command :  but  this  was  compromised  chap. 
by  the  interposition  of  La  Mellionere.  The  place  being  v_i^L_^ 
invested,  and  the  batteries  raised,  the  besiegers  proceeded  ^^^• 
with  such  rapidity,  that  a  breach  was  soon  effected. 
Colonel  Mackillicut,  the  governor,  demanded  a  parley, 
and  hostages  were  exchanged ;  but  he  rejected  the  con- 
ditions that  were  offered,  and  hostilities  recommenced 
with  redoubled  vigour.  The  Duke  of  Grafton,  who 
served  on  this  occasion  as  a  volunteer,  was  mortally 
wounded  in  one  of  the  attacks,  and  died  regretted  as  a 
youth  of  promising  talents.  Preparations  being  made  for 
a  general  assault,  the  besieged  thought  proper  to  capitu- 
late, and  surrendered  themselves  prisoners  of  war.  Be- 
sides the  governor  and  Colonel  Ricaut,  the  victor  found 
the  earls  of  Clancarte  and  Tyrone  among  the  individuals 
of  the  garrison.  Marlborough  having  taken  possession  of 
Cork,  detached  Brigadier  Villiers  with  a  body  of  horse 
and  dragoons  to  summon  the  tovm  and  forts  of  Kinsale, 
and  next  day  advanced  with  the  rest  of  the  forces.  The 
old  fort  was  immediately  taken  by  assault;  but  Sir 
Edward  Scott,  who  commanded  the  other,  sustained  a 
regular  siege  until  the  breach  was  practicable,  and  then 
obtained  an  honourable  capitulation.  These  maritime 
places  being  reduced,  all  communication  between  France 
and  the  enemy,  on  this  side  of  the  island,  was  cut  off,  and 
the  Irish  were  confined  to  Ulster,  where  thev  could  not 
subsist  without  great  difficulty.  The  Earl  of  Marl- 
borough having  finished  this  expedition  in  thirty  days, 
returned  with  his  prisoners  to  England,  where  the  fame 
of  this  exploit  added  greatly  to  his  reputation. 

During  these  transactions.  Count  de  Lauzun,  com-Lauzun 
mander  of  the  French  auxiliaries  in  Ireland,  lay  inactive  French 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Galway,  and  transmitted  such  a  forces  quit 
lamentable  account  of  his  situation  to  the  court  of  France,  " 
that  transports  were  sent  over  to  bring  home  the  French 
forces.     In  these  he  embarked  with  his  troops,  and  the 
command  of  the  Irish  forces  devolved  to  the  Duke  of 
Berwick,  though  it  was  afterwards  transferred  to  M.  St. 
Ruth.     Lauzun  was  disgraced  at  Versailles  for  having 
deserted  the  cause  before  it  was  desperate :  Tyrconnel, 
who  accompanied  him  in  his  voyage,  solicited  the  French 
court  for  a  further  supply  of  officers,  arms,  clothes,  and 
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CHAP,    ammunition  for  the  Irish  army,  which  he  said  would  con- 

, ^  tinue  firm  to  the  interest  of  King  James,  if  thus  supported. 

lesa  Meanwhile  they  formed  themselves  into  separate  bodies 
of  freebooters,  and  plundered  the  country,  under  the  ap- 
pellation of  Rapparies :  while  the  troops  of  King  William 
either  enjoyed  their  ease  in  quarters,  or  imitated  the  ra- 
pine of  tiae  enemy ;  so  that,  between  both,  the  poor  peo- 
ple were  miserably  harassed. 
The  Duke  The  affairs  of  the  continent  had  not  yet  undergone 
joins  the  ^^1  chauge  of  importance,  except  in  the  conduct  of  the 
eonfede-  Duko  of  Savoy,  who  reuounccd  his  neutrality,  engaged 
^^^*  in  an  alliance  with  the  emperor  and  King  of  Spain,  and, 
in  a  word,  acceded  to  the  grand  confederacy.  He  had 
no  sooner  declared  himself,  than  Catinat,  the  French 
general,  entered  his  territories  at  the  head  of  eighteen 
thousand  men,  and  defeated  him  in  a  pitched  battle  near 
Saluces,  which  immediately  surrendered  to  the  conqueror. 
Then  he  reduced  Savillana,  Villa  Franca,  with  several 
other  places,  pursued  the  duke  to  Carignan,  surprised 
Suza,  and  distributed  his  forces  in  winter  quarters,  partly 
in  Provence,  and  partly  in  the  duchy  of  Savoy,  which  St. 
Ruth  had  lately  reduced  under  the  dominion  of  France. 
The  duke,  finding  himself  disappointed  in  the  succours 
he  expected  from  the  emperor  and  the  King  of  Spain, 
demanded  assistance  of  the  States-General  and  King 
William  :  to  this  last  he  sent  an  ambassador,  to  congra- 
tulate him  upon  his  accession  to  the  throne  of  England. 
The  confederates,  in  their  general  congress  at  the  Hague, 
had  agreed  that  the  army  of  the  states  under  Prince 
Waldeck,  should  oppose  the  forces  of  France,  commanded 
by  the  Duke  of  Luxembourg  in  Flanders;  while  the 
Elector  of  Brandenburgh  should  observe  the  Marquis  de 
Boufflers  on  the  Moselle ;  but,  before  the  troops  of  Bran- 
denburgh could  be  assembled,  Boufflers  encamped  be- 
tween the  Sambre  and  the  Meuse,  and  maintained  a  free 
communication  with  Luxembourg. 
Prince  Prince  Waldeck  understanding  that  this  general  in- 

defeated  at  tended  to  cross  the  Sambre  between  Namur  and  Charle- 
Fieurus.     roy,  in  order  to  lay  the  Spanish  territories  under  contri- 
bution, decamped  from  the  river  Pieton,  and  detached 
the  Count  of  Berlo,  with  a  great  body  of  horse,  to  observe 
the  motions  of  the  enemy.     He  was  encountered  by  the 
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French  anny  near  Fleuras,  and  slain ;  and  his  troops,    chap. 

though  supported  by  two  other  detachments,  were  hardly  ^ J^L-/ 

able  to  rejoin  the  main  body,  which  continued  all  night  ^®^ 
in  order  of  battle.  Next  day  they  were  attacked  by  the 
French,  who  were  greatly  superior  to  them  in  numbers : 
after  a  very  obstinate  engagement  the  allies  gave  way, 
leaving  about  five  thousand  men  dead  upon  the  field  of 
battle.  Tlie  enemy  took  about  four  thousand  prisoners, 
and  the  greatest  part  of  their  artillery  ;  but  the  victory 
was  dearly  bought.  The  Dutch  infantry  fought  with 
surprising  resolution  and  success.  The  Duke  of  Luxem- 
bourg owned  with  surprise,  that  they  had  surpassed  the 
Spanish  foot  at  the  battle  of  Rocroy.  "  Prince  Waldeck 
(said  he)  ought  always  to  remember  the  French  horse ; 
and  I  shall  never  forget  the  Dutch  infantry."  The  Dutch 
general  exerted  himself  with  such  activity,  that  the  French 
derived  very  little  advantage  from  their  victory.  The 
prince  being  reinforced  with  the  five  English  regiments, 
nine  thousand  Hanoverians,  ten  thousand  from  the  bishop- 
ric of  Liege  and  Holland,  joined  the  Elector  of  Branden- 
burgh ;  so  that  the  confederate  army  amounted  to  five- 
and-fifty  thousand  men,  and  they  marched  by  the  way 
of  Genap  to  Bois-Seigneur-Isaac.  They  were  now  supe- 
rior to  Luxembourg,  wlio  thought  proper  to  fortify  his 
camp,  that  he  might  not  be  obliged  to  fight,  except  with 
considerable  advantage.  Nevertheless,  Prince  Waldeck 
would  have  attacked  him  in  his  entrenchments,  had  he 
Dot  been  prohibited  from  hazarding  another  engagement 
by  an  express  order  of  the  States-General ;  and  when 
this  restriction  was  removed,  the  elector  would  not  ven- 
ture a  battle. 

By  this  time  the  emperor's  son  Joseph  was  by  the  elect-  The  Arch- 
oral  college  chosen  King  of  the  Romans ;  but  his  interest  j^ph 
sustained  a  rude  shock  in  the  death  of  the  gallant  Duke  S|?^*®^.^ 
of  Lorraine,  who  was  suddenly  seized  with  a  quinsy,  at  ni^s.  * 
a  small  village  near  Lintz,  and  expired,  not  without  sus-  S^g^^Jg^f 
picion  of  having  fallen  a  sacrifice  to  the  fears  of  the  Lorraine. 
French  king,  against  whom  he  had  formerly  declared  war,  ^^^^^^^ 
as  a  sovereign  prince  unjustly  expelled  from  his  terri- against  the 
tories.     He  possessed  great  military  talents,  and  had  '^"'^®* 
threatened  to  enter  Lorraine,  at  the  head  of  forty  thou- 
sand men,  in  the  course  of  the  ensuing  summer.     The 
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CHAP,  court  of  France,  alarmed  at  this  declaration,  is  said  to 
have  had  recourse  to  poison,  for  preventing  the  execution 
of  the  duke's  design.  At  his  death  the  command  of  the 
imperial  army  was  conferred  upon  the  Elector  of  Bavaria. 
This  prince,  having  joined  the  Elector  of  Saxony,  ad- 
vanced against  the  Dauphin,  who  had  passed  the  Rhine 
at  Fort-Louis  with  a  considerable  army,  and  intended  to 
penetrate  into  Wirtemberg;  but  the  Duke  of  Bavaria 
checked  his  progress,  and  he  acted  on  the  defensive  during 
the  remaining  part  of  the  campaign.  The  emperor  was 
less  fortunate  in  his  efforts  against  the  Turks,  who  re- 
jected the  conditions  of  peace  he  had  offered,  and  took 
the  field  under  a  new  visir.  In  the  month  of  August, 
Count  Tekeli  defeated  a  body  of  imperialists  near  Cron- 
stadt,  in  Transylvania ;  then  convoking  the  states  of  that 
province  at  Albajulia,  he  compelled  them  to  elect  him 
their  sovereign;  but  his  reign  was  of  short  duration. 
Prince  Louis,  of  Baden,  having  taken  the  command  of 
the  Austrian  army,  detached  four  regiments  into  Bel- 
grade, and  advanced  against  Tekeli,  who  retired  into 
Valachia  at  his  approach.  Meanwhile  the  grand  visir 
invested  Belgrade,  and  carried  on  his  attacks  with  sur- 
prising resolution.  At  length,  a  bomb  falling  upon  a 
great  tower,  in  which  the  powder-magazine  of  the  be- 
sieged was  contained,  the  place  blew  up  with  a  dreadful 
explosion.  Seventeen  hundred  soldiers  of  the  garrison 
were  destroyed ;  the  walls  and  ramparts  were  overthrown ; 
the  ditch  was  filled  up,  and  so  large  a  breach  was  opened, 
that  the  Turks  entered  by  squadrons  and  battalions,  cut- 
ting in  pieces  all  that  fell  in  their  way.  The  fire  spread 
from  magazine  to  magazine  until  eleven  were  destroyed ; 
and,  in  the  confusion,  the  remaining  part  of  the  gamson 
escaped  to  Peterwaradin.  By  this  time  the  imperialists 
were  in  possession  of  Transylvania,  and  cantoned  at  Cron- 
stadt  and  Clausenburgh.  Tekeli  undertook  to  attack 
the  province  on  one  side,  while  a  body  of  Turks  should 
invade  it  on  the  other :  these  last  were  totally  dispersed 
by  Prince  Louis  of  Baden :  but  Prince  Augustus  of  Ha- 
nover, whom  he  had  detached  against  the  count,  was 
slain  in  a  narrow  defile,  and  his  troops  were  obliged  to 
retreat  with  precipitation.  Tekeli,  however,  did  not  im- 
prove this  advantage.     Being  apprised  of  the  fate  of  his 
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allies,  and  afraid  of  seeing  his  retreat  cut  off  by  the  snow    chap. 

that  frequently  chokes  up  the  passes  of  the  mountains,  v l^^ , 

he  retreated  again  to  Valachia,  and  Prince  Louis  returned     ^^90, 
to  Vienna. 

King  William  having  published  a  proclamation,  re-  Meeting  of 
quiring  the  attendance  of  the  members  on  the  second  day  ^ent*'*** 
of  October,  both  Houses  met  accordingly,  and  he  opened 
the  session  with  a  speech  to  the  usual  purport.  He  men- 
tioned what  he  had  done  towards  the  reduction  of  Ire- 
land ;  commended  the  behaviour  of  the  troops ;  told  them 
the  supplies  were  not  equal  to  the  necessary  expense ; 
represented  the  danger  to  which  the  nation  would  be 
exposed,  unless  the  war  should  be  prosecuted  with  vi- 
gour; conjured  them  to  clear  his  revenue,  which  was 
mortgaged  for  the  payment  of  former  debts,  and  enable 
him  to  pay  off  the  arrears  of  the  army ;  assured  them 
that  the  success  of  the  confederacy  abroad  would  depend 
upon  the  vigour  and  despatch  of  their  proceedings ;  ex- 
pressed his  resentment  against  those  who  had  been  guilty 
of  misconduct  in  the  management  of  the  fleet ;  recom- 
mended unanimity  and  expedition ;  and  declared,  that 
whoever  should  attempt  to  divert  their  attention  from 
those  subjects  of  importance  which  he  had  proposed, 
could  neither  be  a  friend  to  him,  nor  a  well-wisher  to  his 
country.  The  late  attempt  of  the  French  upon  the  coast 
of  England,  the  rumours  of  a  conspiracy  by  the  Jacobites, 
the  personal  valour  which  William  had  displayed  in  Ire- 
land, and  the  pusillanimous  behaviour  of  James,  concurred 
in  warming  the  resentment  of  the  nation  against  the  ad- 
herents of  the  late  king,  and  in  raising  a  tide  of  loyalty 
in  favour  of  the  new  government.  Both  Houses  pre- 
sented separate  addresses  of  congratulation  to  the  king 
and  queen,  upon  his  courage  and  conduct  in  the  field, 
and  her  fortitude  and  sagacity  at  the  helm,  in  times  of 
danger  and  disquiet.  The  Commons,  pursuant  to  an 
estimate  laid  before  them  of  the  next  year's  expenses, 
voted  a  supply  of  four  millions  for  the  maintenance  of 
the  army  and  navy,  and  settled  the  funds  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

They  proposed  to  raise  one  million  by  the  sale  of  for-  The  Com- 
feited  estates  in  Ireland  :  they  resolved  that  a  bill  should  ^y°with™ii 
be  brouffht  in  for  confiscating  those  estates,  with  a  clause,  the  king's 

°  -  •  demands. 


90  HISTORY  OF  ENGLAND. 

CHAP,   empowering  the  king  to  bestow  a  third  part  of  them  on 

^ 1:^: ,  those  who  had  served  in  the  war,  as  well  as  to  grant  such 

1690.  articles  and  capitulations  to  those  who  were  in  arms  as  he 
should  think  proper.  This  clause  was  rejected ;  and  a 
great  number  of  petitions  were  offered  against  the  bill, 
by  creditors  and  heirs,  who  had  continued  faithful  to  the 
government.  These  were  supposed  to  have  been  sug- 
gested by  the  court,  in  order  to  retard  the  progress  of 
the  bill;  for  the  estates  had  been  already  promised  to  the 
king's  favourites :  nevertheless,  the  bill  passed  the  Lower 
House,  and  was  sent  up  to  the  Lords,  among  whom  it 
was  purposely  delayed  by  the  influence  of  the  ministry. 
It  was  at  this  juncture  that  Lord  Torrington  was  tried 
and  acquitted,  very  much  to  the  dissatisfaction  of  the 
king,  who  not  only  dismissed  him  from  the  service,  but 
even  forbade  him  to  appear  in  his  presence.  When  Wil- 
liam came  to  the  House  of  Lords,  to  give  the  royal  assent 
to  a  bill  for  doubling  the  excise,  he  told  the  Parliament, 
that  the  posture  of  affiiirs  required  his  presence  at  the 
Hague ;  that,  therefore,  they  ought  to  lose  no  time  in 
perfecting  such  other  supplies  as  were  still  necessary  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  army  and  navy ;  and  he  reminded 
them  of  making  some  provision  for  the  expense  of  the 
civil  government.  Two  bills  were  accordingly  passed  for 
granting  to  their  majesties  the  duties  on  goods  imported, 
for  five  years ;  and  these,  together  with  the  mutiny-bill, 
received  the  royal  assent :  upon  which  occasion  the  king 
observed,  that  if  some  annual  provision  could  be  made 
for  augmenting  the  navy,  it  would  greatly  conduce  to  the 
honour  and  safety  of  the  nation.  In  consequence  of  this 
hint,  they  voted  a  considerable  supply  for  building  addi- 
tional ships  of  war ',  and  proceeded  with  such  alacrity  and 
expedition  as  even  seemed  to  anticipate  the  king's  de- 
sires. This  liberality  and  despatch  were  in  a  great  mea- 
sure owing  to  the  management  of  Lord  Godolphin,  who 
was  now  placed  at  the  head  of  the  treasury,  and  Sir  John 
Somers,  the  solicitor-general.     The  place  of  secretary  of 

*  This  supply  was  raised  by  the  additional  duties  upon  beer,  ale,  and  other 
liquors.  They  also  provided  in  the  bill,  that  the  impositions  on  wines,  vinegar, 
and  tobacco,  should  be  made  a  fund  of  credit :  that  the  surplus  of  the  grants  they 
had  made,  after  the  current  service  was  provided  for,  should  be  applicable  to  the 
payment  of  the  debts  contracted  by  the  war :  and.  That  it  should  be  lawful  for 
their  majesties  to  make  use  of  five  hundred  thousand  pounds,  out  of  the  said  grants, 
on  condition  of  that  sum  being  repaid  from  the  revenue. — ^Ralph. 
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state,  which  had  remained  vacant  since  the  resignation    chap. 

of  the  Earl  of  Shrewsbury,  was  now  filled  with  Lord  Sid-  * l^;^ , 

ney ;  and  Sir  Charles  Porter  was  appointed  one  of  the     *^^* 
justices  of  Ireland,  in  the  room  of  this  nobleman. 

Notwithstanding  the  act  for  reversing  the  proceedings  Petition  of 
against  the  city-charter,  the  whigs  had  made  shift  to  Jn^the^Uy 
keep  possession  of  the  magistracy :  Pilkington  continued  of  London, 
mayor,  and  Robinson  retained  the  office  of  chamberlain. 
The  tories  of  the  city,  presuming  upon  their  late  services, 
presented  a  petition  to  the  House  of  Commons,  com- 
plaining. That  the  intent  of  the  late  act  of  parliament, 
for  reversing  the  judgment  on  the  quo  warranto^  was 
frustrated  by  some  doubtful  expression  ;  so  that  the  old 
aldermen  elected  by  commission  under  the  late  king's 
great  seal  still  acted  by  virtue  of  that  authority:  That  Sir 
Thomas  Pilkington  was  not  duly  returned  as  mayor  by 
the  common-hall ;  and.  That  he  and  the  aldermen  had 
imposed  Mr.  Leonard  Robinson  upon  them  as  cham- 
berlain, though  another  person  was  duly  elected  into  that 
office :  That  divers  members  of  the  common-council  were 
illegally  excluded,  and  others  duly  elected  were  refused 
admittance.  They  specified  other  grievances,  and  peti- 
tioned for  relief.  Pilkington  and  his  associates  under- 
took to  prove  that  those  allegations  were  either  false  or 
frivolous ;  and  represented  the  petition  as  a  contrivance 
of  the  Jacobites  to  disturb  the  peace  of  the  city,  that  the 
supply  might  be  retarded,  and  the  government  distressed. 
In  the  late  panic  which  overspread  the  nation,  the  whigs 
had  appeared  to  be  the  moneyed  men,  and  subscribed 
largely  for  the  security  of  the  settlement  they  had  made, 
while  the  tories  kept  aloof  with  a  suspicious  caution. 
For  this  reason  the  court  now  interposed  its  influence  in 
such  a  manner,  that  little  or  no  regard  was  paid  to  their 
remonstrance. 

The  Marquis  of  Caermarthen,  lord  president,  who  was  Attempt 
at  the  head  of  the  tory  interest  in  the  ministry,  and  had  5|^J!^*Jif„f 
acquired  great  credit  with  the  king  and  queen,  now  fell  Caermar- 
under  the  displeasure  of  the  opposite  faction ;  and  they 
resolved,  if  possible,  to  revive  his  old  impeachment.    The 
Earl  of  Shrewsbury,  and  thirteen  other  leading  men,  had 
engaged  in  this  design.     A  committee  of  lords  was  ap- 
pointed to  examine  precedents,  and  inquire  whether  im- 
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CHAP,  peachments  continued  in  statu  quo  from  Parliament  to 
Parliament.  Several  such  precedents  were  reported; 
and  violent  debates  ensued :  but  the  marquis  eluded  the 
vengeance  of  his  enemies,  in  consequence  of  the  following 
question :  "  Whether  the  Earls  of  Salisbury  and  Peter- 
borough, who  had  been  impeached  in  the  former  Parlia- 
ment, for  being  reconciled  to  the  church  of  Rome,  shall 
be  discharged  from  their  bail  ?"  The  House  resolved  in 
the  affirmative,  and  several  lords  entered  a  protest.  The 
Commons  having  finished  a  bill  for  appointing  commis- 
sioners to  take  and  state  the  public  accounts,  and  having 
chosen  the  commissioners  from  among  their  own  members, 
sent  it  up  to  the  House  of  Lords.  There  the  Earl  of 
Rochester  moved,  That  they  should  add  some  of  their 
number  to  those  of  the  Commons :  they  accordingly  chose 
an  equal  number  by  ballot ;  but  Rochester  himself  being 
elected,  refused  to  act :  the  others  followed  his  example, 
and  the  bill  passed  without  alteration.  On  the  fifth  day 
of  January,  the  king  put  an  end  to  the  session  with  a 
speech,  in  which  he  thanked  them  for  the  repeated  in- 
stances they  had  exhibited  of  their  affection  to  his  person 
and  government.  He  told  them,  it  was  high  time  for 
him  to  embark  for  Holland ;  recommended  unanimity ; 
and  assured  them  of  his  particular  favour  and  protection. 
Then  Lord  Chief  Baron  Atkins  signified  his  majesty's 
pleasure,  that  the  two  Houses  should  adjourn  themselves 
to  the  thirty-first  day  of  March  \ 
An.  1691.        William,  having  settled  the  affairs  of  the  nation,  set 

The  kins  s  . 

voyage  to  out  for  Margate  on  the  sixth^day  of  January ;  but  the 
Holland,  gjjjp  \j^  which  he  proposed  to  embark  being  detained  by 
an  easterly  wind  and  hard  frost,  he  returned  to  Kensing- 
ton. On  the  sixteenth,  however,  he  embarked  at 
Gravesend  with  a  numerous  retinue,  and  set  sail  for 
Holland,  under  convoy  of  twelve  ships  of  war,  com- 
manded by  Admiral  Rooke.  Next  day,  being  informed 
by  a  fisherman  that  he  was  within  a  league  and  a  half 
of  Goree,  he  quitted  the  yacht,  and  went  into  an  open 
boat,  attended  by  the  Duke  of  Ormond,  the  Earls  of 
Devonshire,  Dorset,  Portland,  and  Monmouth,  with 
Auverquerque  and  Zuylestein.     Instead  of  landing  im- 

j  In  this  year  the  English  planters  repossessed  themselves  of  part  of  the  island 
of  St.  Christopher's,  from  which  they  had  been  driven  by  the  French. 
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mediately,  they  lost  sight  of  the  fleet,  and,  night  coming    chap. 

on,  were  exposed  in  very  severe  weather  to  the  danger  ^ ,^ ^ 

of  the  enemy  and  the  sea,  which  ran  very  high  for  eigh-  ^^^*- 
teen  hours,  during  which  the  king  and  all  his  attendants 
were  drenched  with  sea- water.  When  the  sailors  ex- 
pressed their  apprehensions  of  perishing,  the  king  asked 
if  they  were  afraid  to  die  in  his  company?  At  day- 
break, he  landed  on  the  Isle  of  Goree,  where  he  took 
some  refreshment  in  a  fisherman's  hut :  then  he  com- 
mitted himself  to  the  boat  again,  and  was  conveyed  to 
the  shore  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Measlandsluys.  A 
deputation  of  the  States  received  him  at  Hounslardyke : 
about  six  in  the  evening  he  arrived  at  the  Hague,  where 
he  was  immediately  complimented  by  the  States-General, 
the  States  of  Holland,  the  council  of  state,  the  other 
colleges,  and  the  foreign  ministers.  He  afterwards,  at 
the  request  of  the  magistrates,  made  his  public  entry 
with  surprising  magnificence  ;  and  the  Dutch  celebrated 
his  arrival  with  bonfires,  illuminations,  and  other  marks 
of  tumultuous  joy.  He  assisted  at  their  different  as- 
semblies ;  informed  them  of  his  successes  in  England 
and  Ireland ;  and  assured  them  of  his  constant  zeal  and 
affection  for  his  native  country. 

At  a  solemn  congress  of  the  confederate  princes,  he  He  assists 
represented,  in  a  set  speech,  the  dangers  to  which  they  ^*J.^"j^. 
were  exposed  from  the  power  and  ambition  of  France  ;  turns  to 
and  the  necessity  of  acting  with  vigour  and  despatch,  ^'^k^'^^- 
He  declared  he  would  spare  neither  his  credit,  forces, 
nor  person,  in  concurring  with  their  measures  ;  and  that 
in  the  spring  he  would  come  at  the  head  of  his  troops  to 
fulfil  his  engagements.     They  forthwith  resolved  to  em- 
ploy two  hundred  and  twenty-two  thousand  men  against 
France  in  the  ensuing  campaign.    The  proportions  of  the 
different  princes  and   states  were  regulated;   and  the 
King  of  England  agreed  to  furnish  twenty  thousand.  He 
supplied  the  Duke  of  Savoy  so  liberally,  that  his  affairs 
soon  assumed  a  more  promising  aspect.     The  plan  of 
operations  was  settled,  and  they  transacted  their  affairs 
with  such  harmony,  that  no  dispute  interrupted  their  de- 
liberations.    In  the  beginning  of  March,  immediately 
after  the  congress  broke  up,  the  siege  of  Mons  was  un- 
dertaken by  the  French  king  in  person,  accompanied  by 
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CHAP,   the  dauphin,  the  Dukes  of  Orleans  and  Chartres.     The 

, \\, ,  garrison   consisted  of  about   six   thousand   men,   com- 

1691.  manded  by  the  Prince  of  Bergue:  but  the  besiegers 
carried  on  their  works  with  such  rapidity  as  they  could 
not  withstand.  King  William  no  sooner  understood  that 
the  place  was  invested,  than  he  ordered  Prince  Waldeck 
to  assemble  the  army,  determined  to  march  against  the 
enemy  in  person.  Fifty  thousand  men  were  soon  col- 
lected at  Halle,  near  Brussels;  but  when  he  went 
thither,  he  found  the  Spaniards  had  neglected  to  pro- 
vide carriages,  and  other  necessaries  for  the  expedition. 
Meanwhile,  the  burghers  of  Mens,  seeing  their  town  in 
danger  of  being  utterly  destroyed  by  the  bombs  and 
cannon  of  the  enemy,  pressed  the  governor  to  capitulate, 
and  even  threatened  to  introduce  the  besiegers :  so  that 
he  was  forced  to  comply,  and  obtained  very  honourable 
conditions.  William,  being  apprised  of  this  event,  re- 
turned to  the  Hague,  embarked  for  England,  and  arrived 
at  Whitehall  on  the  thirteenth  day  of  April  ^ 

^  A  few  days  before  his  amval,  great  part  of  the  palace  of  Whitehall  was  con- 
sumed by  fire,  through  the  Negligence  of  a  female  servant. 
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CHAPTER  III. 

CONSPIRACT   AGAINST    THE     GOVERNMENT    BY   LORD   PRESTON    AND  OTHERS.  —  ThE 

Kino  fills  up  the  vacant  Bishoprics. — Affairs  of  Scotland. — Campaign 
IN  Flanders. — Progress  of  the  French  in  Piedmont. — Election  of  a  new 
Pope. — The  Emperor's  success  against  the  Turks. — Affairs  of  Ireland. 
— General  Ginckel  reduces  Athlone.— Defeats  the  Irish  at  Aghrim. — 
Undertakes  the  Siege  of  Limerick.  —  The  French  and  Irish  obtain  an 
honourable  Capitulation. — Twelve  Thousand  Irish  Catholics  are  trans- 
ported TO  France. — Meeting  op  the  English  Parliament. — Discontent  of 
THE  Nation.— Transactions  in  Parliament. — Disputes  concerning  the  Bill 

FOR  REGULATING  TRIALS  IN  CASES  OF  HlGH  TREASON. — ThE  ENGLISH  AND  DUTCH 
FlF^TS   WORSTED   BY  THE    FrENCH   IN    AN    ENGAGEMENT    OFF    BeaCHY-HEAD. — 

The  King  disobliges  the  Presbyterians  of  Scotland. — The  Earl  of  Bread- 

ALBANE   undertakes   FOR   THE   SUBMISSION   OF   THE   HIGHLANDERS. —  MaSSACRE 

OF  Glencoe. — Preparations  for  a  Descent  upon  England. — Declaration 
OF  King  James.— Efforts  of  his  friends  in  England. — Precautions  taken 
BY  THE  Queen  for  the  Defence  of  the  Nation. — Admiral  RusseL  puts  to 
Sea.  —  He  obtains  a  complete  Victory  over  the  French  Fleet  off  La 
Hogue. — Troops  embarked  at  St.  Helen's  for  a  Descent  upon  France. — 
The  Design  laid  aside.  —  The  Troops  landed  at  Ostend.  —  The  French 
King  takes  Namur  in  Sight  of  King  William. — The  Allies  are  defeated 
AT  Steenkirk.  —  Extravagant  Rejoicings  in  France  on  account  of  this 
Victory.— Conspiracy  against  the  Life  of  King  William,  hatched  by  the 
French  Ministry. —  Miscarriage  of  a  Design  upon  Dunkirk. — The  Cam- 
paign IS  inactive  on  the  Rhine  and  in  Hungary. — The  Duke  of  Savoy 

INVADES   DaUPHINE.  —  ThE   DukE  OF    HaNOVER  CREATED    AN   ELECTOR  OF   THE 

Empire. 

A  CONSPIRACY  against  the  government  had  been  lately    chap. 
discovered.     In  the  latter  end  of  December,  the  master  .    ^^^'    > 
of  a  vessel  who  lived  at  Barking,  in  Essex,  informed  the     ^^^i. 
Marquis  of  Caermarthen,  that  his  wife  had  let  out  one  ag^^suhe 
of  his  boats  to  carry  over  some  persons  to  France  ;  and  govern- 
that  they  would  embark  on  the  thirteenth  day  of  the  Lord 
month.     This  intelligence  being  communicated  to  the  ]^^^*JJJgj^ 
king  and  council,  an  order  was  sent  to  Captain  Billop,  to 
watch  the  motion  of  the  vessel,  and  secure  the  passengers. 
He  accordingly  boarded  her  at  Gravesend,  and  found  in 
the  hold  Lord  Preston,  Mr.  Ashton,  a  servant  of  the  late 
queen,  and  one  Elliot.     He  likewise  seized  a  bundle  of 
papers,  some  of  which  were  scarce  intelligible :  among 
the  rest,  two  letters,  supposed  to  be  written  by  Turner, 
Bishop  of  Ely,  to  King  James  and  his  queen,  under  ficti- 
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CHAP,  tious  names.  The  whole  amounted  to  an  invitation  to 
v_i^lL--»  the  French  king,  to  assist  King  James  in  re-ascending 
1^1-  the  throne,  upon  certain  conditions,  while  William  should 
be  absent  from  the  kingdom ;  but  the  scheme  was  ill 
laid,  and  countenanced  but  by  a  very  few  persons  of  con- 
sideration, among  whom,  the  chiefs  were  the  Earl  of 
Clarendon,  the  Bishop  of  Ely,  Lord  Preston,  his  brother, 
Mr.  Graham,  and  Penn,  the  famous  quaker.  Notwith- 
standing the  outcries  which  had  been  made  against  the 
severities  of  the  late  government,  Preston,  and  his  ac- 
complice Ashton,  were  tried  at  the  Old-Bailey  for  com- 
passing the  death  of  their  majesties  King  William  and 
Queen  Mary ;  and  their  trials  were  hurried  on,  without 
any  regard  to  their  petitions  for  delay.  Lord  Preston 
alleged,  in  his  defence,  that  the  treasons  charged  upon 
him  were  not  committed  in  the  county  of  Middlesex,  as 
laid  in  the  indictment :  that  none  of  the  witnesses  de- 
clared he  had  any  concern  in  hiring  the  vessel :  that  the 
papers  were  not  found  upon  him :  that  there  ought  to  be 
two  credible  witnesses  to  every  fact ;  whereas,  the  whole 
proof  against  him  rested  on  similitude  of  hands,  and  mere 
supposition.  He  was,  nevertheless,  found  guilty.  Ashton 
behaved  with  great  intrepidity  and  composure.  He 
owned  his  purpose  of  going  to  France,  in  pursuance  of  a 
promise  he  had  made  to  General  Wordon,  who,  on  his 
deathbed,  conjured  him  to  go  thither,  and  finish  some 
aifairs  of  consequence  which  he  had  left  there  depending ; 
as  well  as  with  a  view  to  recover  a  considerable  sum  of 
money  due  to  himself.  He  denied  that  he  was  privy  to 
the  contents  of  the  papers  found  upon  him :  he  com- 
plained of  his  having  been  denied  time  to  prepare  for  his 
trial ;  and  called  several  persons  to  prove  him  a  Pro- 
testant of  exemplary  piety  and  irreproachable  morals. 
These  circumstances  had  no  weight  with  the  court.  He 
was  browbeaten  by  the  bench,  and  found  guilty  by  ^ihe 
j  ury,  as  he  had  the  papers  in  his  custody :  yet  there  was 
no  privity  proved ;  and  the  whig  party  themselves  had 
often  expressly  declared,  that  of  all  sorts  of  evidence,  that 
of  finding  papers  in  a  person  s  possession  is  the  weakest, 
because  no  man  can  secure  himself  from  such  danger. 
Ashton  suffered  with  equal  courage  and  decorum.  In  a 
paper  which  he  delivered  to  the  sherifl^  he  owned  his 
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attachment  to  King  James ;  he  witnessed  to  the  birth  of   chap. 

the  Prince  of  Wales ;  denied  his  knowledge  of  the  con-  s .J » 

tents  of  the  papers  that  were  committed  to  his  charge ;     ^^^*' 
complained  of  the  hard  measure  he  had  met  with  from  the 
judges  and  the  jury,  but  forgave  them  in  the  sight  of 
heaven.     This  man  was  celebrated  by  the  nonjurors  as  a  Burnet. 
martyr  to  loyalty;  and  they  boldly  affirmed,  that  his^^ts. 
chief  crime  in  the  eyes  of  the  government  was  his  having  Burchet. 
among  his  baggage  an  account  of  such  evidence  as  would  luiph.* 
have  been  convincing  to  all  the  world,  concerning  the 
birth  of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  which  by  a  great  number 
of  people  was  believed  supposititious'.  Lord  Preston  ob- 
tained a  pardon :  Elliot  was  not  tried,  because  no  evi- 
dence appeareji  against  him :  the  Earl  of  Clarendon  was 
sent  to  the  Tower,  where  he  remained  some  months,  and 
be  was  afterwards  confined  to   his  own  house  in  the 
country:  an    indulgence    which  he  owed   to  his   con- 
sanguinity with   the   queen,  who  was  his  first  cousin. 
The  Bishop  of  Ely,  Graham,  and  Penn,  absconded  :  and 
a  proclamation  was  issued  for  apprehending  them   as 
traitors. 

This  prelate's  being  concerned  in  a  conspiracy  furnished  The  king 
the  king  with  a  plausible  pretence  for  filling  up  the  va-  vacant 
cant  bishoprics.     The  deprived  bishops  had  been  given  bishoprics. 
to  understand,  that  an  act  of  Parliament  might  be  ob- 
tained to  excuse  them  from  taking  the  oaths,  provided 
they  would  perform  their  episcopal  functions:  but,  as 
they  declined  this  expedient,  the  king  resolved  to  fill  up 
their  places  at  his  return  from  Holland.     Accordingly, 
the  archbishopric  of  Canterbury  was  conferred  upon  Dr. 
Tillotson  ™,  one  of  the  most  learned,  moderate,  and  vir- 
tuous ecclesiastics  of  the  age,  who  did  not  accept  of  this 
promotion  without  great  reluctance,  because  he  foresaw 
that  he  should  be  exposed  to  the  slander  and  male- 

1  To  one  of  the  pamphlets  published  on  this  occasion  is  annexed  a  petition  to 
the  present  government,  in  the  name  of  King  James's  adherents,  impui*ting,  that 
some  grave  and  learned  persons  should  be  authorized  to  compile  a  treatise,  showing 
the  grounds  of  William's  title  ;  and  declaring,  that  in  case  the  performance  should 
carry  conviction  along  with  it,  they  would  submit  to  that  title,  as  they  had  hitherto 
opposed  it  from  a  principle  of  conscience.  The  best  answer  that  could  be  made  to 
this  summons  was  Locke's  book  upon  government,  which  appeared  at  this  period. 
— Ralph. 

™  Beveridge  was  promoted  to  the  see  of  Bath  and  Wells,  Fowler  to  that  of 
Gloucester,  Cumberland  to  Peterborough,  Moor  to  Norwich,  Grove  to  Chichester, 
and  Patrick  to  Ely. 

VOL    I.  H 
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CHAP,  volence  of  that  party  which  espoused  the  cause  of  his 
_^3^  predecessor.  The  other  vacant  sees  were  given  to 
1691.  divines  of  unblemished  character ;  and  the  public  in 
general  seemed  very  well  satisfied  with  this  exertion  of 
the  king's  supremacy.  The  deprived  bishops  at  first 
affected  all  the  meekness  of  resignation.  They  remem- 
bered those  shouts  of  popular  approbation,  by  which  they 
had  been  animated  in  the  persecution  they  suffered  under 
the  late  government ;  and  they  hoped  the  same  cordial 
would  support  them  in  their  present  affliction :  but,  find- 
ing the  nation  cold  in  their  concern,  they  determined 
to  warm  it  by  argument  and  declamation.  The  press 
groaned  with  the  efforts  of  their  learning  and  resent- 
ment ;  and  every  essay  was  answered  by  their  opponents. 
The  nonjurors  affirmed,  that  Christianity  was  a  doctrine 
of  the  cross ;  that  no  pretence  whatever  could  justify  an 
insurrection  against  the  sovereign ;  that  the  primitive 
Christians  thought  it  their  indispensable  duty  to  be  passive 
under  every  invasion  of  their  rights ;  and,  that  non-re- 
sistance was  the  doctrine  of  the  English  church,  con- 
firmed by  all  the  sanctions  that  could  be  derived  from 
the  laws  of  God  and  man.  The  other  party  not  only 
supported  the  natural  rights  of  mankind,  and  explained 
the  use  that  might  be  made  of  the  doctrine  of  non-re- 
sistance, in  exciting  fresh  commotions,  but  they  also 
argued,  that  if  passive  obedience  was  right  in  any  in- 
stance, it  was  conclusively  so  with  regard  to  the  present 
government;  for  the  obedience  required  by  Scripture 
was  indiscriminate,  "  the  powers  that  be,  are  ordained  of 
God — let  every  soul  be  subject  to  the  higher  powers." 
From  these  texts  they  inferred,  that  the  new  oaths  ought 
to  be  taken  without  scruple;  and  that  those  who  re- 
fused them  concealed  party  under  the  cloak  of  con- 
science. On  the  other  hand,  the  fallacy  and  treachery 
of  this  argument  were  demonstrated.  They  said,  it 
levelled  all  distinctions  of  justice  and  duty  ;  that  those 
who  taught  such  doctrines  attached  themselves  solely  to 
possession,  however  unjustly  acquired ;  that,  if  twenty 
different  usurpers  should  succeed  one  another,  they  would 
recognize  the  last,  notwithstanding  the  allegiance  they 
had  so  solemnly  sworn  to  his  predecessor,  like  the  fawn- 
ing spaniel  that  followed  the  thief  who  mounted  his 
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master's  horse,  after  having  murdered  the  right  owner,  chap. 
They  also  denied  the  justice  of  a  lay-deprivation,  and  .  ^^^'  . 
with  respect  to  church-government  started  the  same  dis-  '^^- 
tinctions  ^^de  jure  and  de  facto^'  which  they  had  formerly 
made  in  the  civil  administration.  They  had  even  re- 
course to  all  the  bitterness  of  invective  against  Tillotson 
and  the  new  bishops,  whom  they  reviled  as  intruders  and 
usurpers:  their  acrimony  was  chiefly  directed  against 
Dr.  Sherlock,  who  had  been  one  of  the  most  violent 
sticklers  against  the  Revolution,  but  thought  proper  to 
take  the  oaths  upon  the  retreat  of  King  James  from 
Ireland.  They  branded  him  as  an  apostate,  who  had 
betrayed  his  cause,  and  published  a  review  of  his  whole 
conduct,  which  proved  a  severe  satire  upon  his  character. 
Their  attacks  upon  individuals  were  mingled  with  their 
vengeance  against  the  government ;  and  indeed  the 
great  aim  of  their  divines,  as  well  as  of  their  politicians, 
was  to  sap  the  foundation  of  the  new  settlement.  In 
order  to  alienate  the  minds  of  the  people  from  the  in- 
terest of  the  reigning  prince,  they  ridiculed  his  charac- 
ter ;  inveighed  against  his  measures :  they  accused  him 
of  sacrificing  the  concerns  of  England  to  the  advantage 
of  his  native  country ;  and  drew  invidious  comparisons 
between  the  wealth,  the  trade,  the  taxes,  of  the  last  and 
of  the  present  reign.  To  frustrate  these  efforts  of  the 
malecontents,  the  court  employed  their  engines  to  answer 
and  recriminate  ;  all  sorts  of  informers  were  encouraged 
and  caressed :  in  a  proclamation  issued  against  Papists 
and  other  disaffected  persons,  all  magistrates  were  en- 
joined to  make  search,  and  apprehend  those  who  should, 
by  seditious  discourses  and  libels,  presume  to  defame 
the  government.  Thus  the  revolutioners  commenced 
the  professed  enemies  of  those  very  arts  and  practices 
which  had  enabled  them  to  bring  their  scheme  to  per- 
fection. 

The  presbyterians  in  Scotland  acted  with  such  folly,  Affairs  of 
yiolence,  and  tyranny,  as  rendered  them  equally  odious  ^®***^*°^- 
and  contemptible.  The  transactions  in  their  general  as- 
sembly were  carried  on  with  such  peevishness,  partiality, 
and  injustice,  that  the  king  dissolved  it  by  an  act  of 
state,  and  convoked  another  for  the  month  of  November 
in  the  foUo^^ing  year.     The  episcopal  party  promised  to 
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CHAP,  enter  heartily  into  the  interests  of  the  new  government, 
y-2^lL-j  to  keep  the  Highlanders  quiet,  and  induce  the  clergy  to 
^^**  acknowledge  and  serve  King  William,  provided  he  would 
balance  the  power  of  Melvil  and  his  partisans,  in  such  a 
manner,  as  would  secure  them  from  violence  and  oppres- 
sion; provided  the  episcopal  ministers  should  be  per- 
mitted to  perform  their  functions  among  those  people  by 
whom  they  were  beloved ;  and  that  such  of  them  as 
were  willing  to  mix  with  the  presbyterians  in  their  judi- 
catories, should  be  admitted  without  any  severe  imposi- 
tion in  point  of  opinion.  The  king,  who  was  extremely 
disgusted  at  the  presbyterians,  relished  the  proposal ;  and 
young  Dalrymple,  son  of  Lord  Stair,  was  appointed 
joint  secretary  of  state  with  Melvil.  He  undertook  to 
bring  over  the  majority  of  the  Jacobites,  and  a  great 
number  of  them  took  the  oaths ;  but  at  the  same  time 
they  maintained  a  correspondence  with  the  court  of  St. 
Germains,  by  the  connivance  of  which  they  submitted  to 
William,  that  they  might  be  in  a  condition  to  serve 
James  the  more  effectually.  The  Scottish  Parliament 
was  adjourned  by  proclamation  to  the  sixteenth  day  of 
September.  Precautions  were  taken  to  prevent  any 
dangerous  communication  with  the  continent :  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  put  the  kingdom  in  a  posture 
of  defence;  to  exercise  the  powers  of  the  regency,  in 
securing  the  enemies  of  the  government ;  and  the  Earl 
of  Home,  with  Sir  Peter  Fraser  and  Sir  iEneas  Mac- 
pherson,  were  apprehended  and  imprisoned. 
kTrian-^  The  king,  having  settled  the  operations  of  the  ensuing 
ders.  campaign  in  Ireland,  where  General  Ginckel  exercised 
the  supreme  command,  manned  his  fleet  by  dint  of  press- 
ing sailors,  to  the  incredible  annoyance  of  commerce ; 
then,  leaving  the  queen  as  before  at  the  helm  of  govern- 
ment in  England,  he  returned  to  Holland,  accompanied 
by  Lord  Sidney,  secretary  of  state,  the  Earls  of  Marl- 
borough and  Portland,  and  began  to  make  preparations 
for  taking  the  field  in  person.  On  the  thirtieth  day  of 
May,  the  Duke  of  Luxembourg  having  passed  the  Scheldt 
at  the  head  of  a  large  army,  took  possession  of  Halle, 
and  gave  it  up  to  plunder  in  sight  of  the  confederates, 
who  were  obliged  to  throw  up  intrenchments  for  their 
preservation.    At  the  same  time  the  Marquis  de  Boufflers, 
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with  a  considerable  body  of  forces,  entrenched  himself  ^^J^^* 
before  Liege,  with  a  view  to  bombard  that  city.  In  the 
beginning  of  June,  King  William  took  upon  himself  the 
command  of  the  allied  army,  by  this  time  reinforced  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  be  superior  to  the  enemy.  He  forth- 
with detached  the  Count  de  Tilly,  with  ten  thousand  men, 
to  the  relief  of  Liege,  which  was  already  reduced  to  ruins 
and  desolation  by  the  bombs,  bullets,  and  repeated  attacks 
of  Boufflers,  who  now  thought  proper  to  retreat  to 
Dinant.  Tilly,  having  thus  raised  the  siege,  and  thrown 
a  body  of  troops  into  Huy,  rejoined  the  confederate  army, 
which  had  been  augmented  ever  since  his  departure  with 
six  thousand  men  from  Brandenburgh,  and  ten  thousand 
Hessians,  commanded  by  the  landgrave  in  person.  Such 
was  the  vigilance  of  Luxembourg,  that  William  could 
not  avail  himself  of  his  superiority.  In  vain  he  exhausted 
his  invention  in  marches,  counter-marches, and  stratagems, 
to  bring  on  a  general  engagement :  the  French  marshal 
avoided  it  with  such  dexterity;  as  baffled  all  his  endea- 
vours. In  the  course  of  this  campaign,  the  two  armies 
twice  confronted  each  other;  but  they  were  situated  in 
such  a  manner  that  neither  could  begin  the  attack  with- 
out a  manifest  disadvantage.  While  the  king  lay  en- 
camped at  Court-sur-heure,  a  soldier,  corrupted  by  the 
enemy,  set  fire  to  the  fusees  of  several  bombs,  the  ex- 
plosion of  which  might  have  blown  up  the  whole  maga- 
zine, and  produced  infinite  confusion  in  the  army,  had 
not  the  mischief  been  prevented  by  the  courage  of  the 
men  who  guarded  the  artillery;  even  while  the  fusees 
were  burning  they  disengaged  the  waggons  from  the  line, 
and  overturned  them  down  the  side  of  a  hill ;  so  that  the 
communication  of  the  fire  was  intercepted.  The  person 
who  made  this  treacherous  attempt  being  discovered, 
owned  he  had  been  employed  for  this  purpose  by  the 
Duke  of  Luxembourg.  He  was  tried  by  a  court-martial, 
and  suffered  the  death  of  a  traitor.  Such  perfidious 
practices  not  only  fix  an  indelible  share  of  infamy  on 
the  French  general,  but  prove  how  much  the  capacity  of 
William  was  dreaded  by  his  enemies.  King  William, 
quitting  Court-sur-heure,  encamped  upon  the  plain  of 
St.  Girard,  where  he  remained  till  the  fourth  day  of  Sep- 
tember, consuming  the  forage,  and  exhausting  the  country. 
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CHAP.   Then  he  passed  the  Sambre  near  Jemeppe,  while  the 

, }lll_^  French  crossed  it  at  La  Busiere,  and  both  armies  marched 

1691.  towards  Enghien.  The  enemy,  perceiving  the  confede- 
rates were  at  their  heels,  proceeded  to  Gramont,  passed 
the  Dender,  and  took  possession  of  a  strong  camp  between 
Aeth  and  Oudenarde :  William  followed  the  same  route, 
and  encamped  between  Aeth  and  Leuse.  While  he  con- 
tinued in  his  post,  the  Hessian  forces  and  those  of  Liege, 
amounting  to  about  eighteen  thousand  men,  separated 
from  the  army,  and  passed  the  Meuse  at  Namur :  then 
the  king  returned  to  the  Hague,  leaving  the  command 
to  Prince  Waldeck,  who  forthwith  removed  to  Leuse, 
and  on  the  twentieth  day  of  the  month  began  his  march 
to  Carabron.  Luxembourg,  who  watched  his  motions 
with  a  curious  eye,  found  means  to  attack  him  in  his  re- 
treat so  suddenly,  that  his  rear  was  surprised  and  defeated, 
though  the  French  were  at  last  obliged  to  retire :  the 
prince  continued  his  route  to  Cambron,  and  in  a  little 
time  both  armies  retired  into  winter  quarters.  In  the 
mean  time,  the  Duke  de  Noailles  besieged  and  took 
Urgel  in  Catalonia,  while  a  French  squadron,  commanded 
by  the  Count  d'Etrees,  bombarded  Barcelona  and  Alicant. 
Progress  of  The  Confederates  had  proposed  to  act  vigorously  in 
in  Pie^-  ^  Italy  agaiust  the  French ;  but  the  season  was  fer  advanced 
mont.  before  they  were  in  a  condition  to  take  the  field.  The 
emperor  and  Spain  had  undertaken  to  furnish  troops  to 
join  the  Duke  of  Savoy ;  and  the  maritime  powers  con- 
tributed their  proportion  in  money.  The  Elector  of 
Bavaria  was  nominated  to  the  supreme  command  of  the 
imperial  forces  in  that  country :  the  Marquis  de  Leganez, 
governor  of  the  Milanese,  acted  as  trustee  for  the  Spanish 
monarch :  Duke  Schomberg,  son  of  that  great  general 
who  lost  his  life  at  the  Boyne,  lately  created  Duke  of 
Leinster,  managed  the  interest  of  William,  as  King  of 
England  and  Stadtholder,  and  commanded  a  body  of  the 
Vaudois,  paid  by  Great  Britain.  Before  the  German 
auxiliaries  arrived,  the  French  had  made  great  progress 
in  their  conquest.  Catinat  besieged  and  took  ViUa- 
Franca,  Nice,  and  some  other  fortifications ;  then  he  re- 
duced Villana  and  Carmagnola,  and  detached  the  Mar- 
quis de  Feuquieres  to  invest  Coni,  a  strong  fortress  gar- 
risoned by  the  Vaudois  and  French  refugees.     The  Duke 
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of  Savoy  was  now  reduced  to  the  brink  of  ruin.     He  saw    chap. 
almost  all  his  places  of  strength  in  the  possession  of  the  ,    ^^^-    , 
enemy :  Coni  was  besieged ;  and  La  Hoguette,  another     ie»i. 
French  general,  had  forced  the  passes  of  the  valley  of 
Aoste,  so  that  he  had  free  admission  into  the  Verceillois, 
and  the  frontiers  of  the  Milanese.    Turin  was  threatened 
with  a  bombardment :  the  people  were  dispirited  and 
clamorous,  and  their  sovereign  lay  with  his  little  army 
encamped  on  the  hill  of  Montcallier,  from  whence  he 
beheld  his  towns  taken,  and  his  palace  of  Rivoli  destroyed. 
Duke  Schomberg  exhorted  him  to  act  on  the  offensive, 
and  give  battle  to  Catinat,  while  that  officer's  army  was 
weakened  by  detachments,  and  Prince  Eugene"  supported 
his  remonstrance :  but  this  proposal  was  vehemently  op- 
posed by  the  Marquis  de  Leganez,  who  foresaw  that,  if 
the  duke  should  be  defeated,  the  French  would  pene- 
trate into  the  territories  of  Milan.     The  relief  of  Coni, 
however,  was  undertaken  by  Prince  Eugene,  who  began 
his  march  for  that  place  with  a  convoy  guarded  by  two- 
and-twenty  hundred  horse:  at  Magliano,  he  was  rein- 
forced by  five  thousand  militia:  Bulonde,   who  com- 
manded at  the  siege,  no  sooner  heard  of  his  approach 
than  he  retired  with  the  utmost  precipitation,  leaving 
behind  some  pieces  of  cannon,  mortars,  bombs,  arms, 
ammunition,  tents,  provisions,  utensils,  with  all  his  sick 
and  wounded.     When  he  joined  Catinat,  he  was  imme- 
diately put  under  arrest,  and  afterwards  cashiered  with 
disgrace.     Hoguette  abandoned  the  valley   of  Aoste : 
Feuquieres  was  sent  with  a  detachment  to  change  the 
garrison  of  Casal:  and  Catinat  retired  with  his  army 
towards  Villa  Nova  d'Aste. 

The  miscarriage  of  the  French  before  Coni  affected  Election  of 
Louvois,  the  minister  of  Louis,  so  deeply,  that  he  could  *°®^p°p®- 
not  help  shedding  tears  when  he  communicated   the 

^  Prince  Eugene,  of  Savoy,  who  in  the  sequel  rivalled  the  fame  of  the  greatest 
warriors  of  antiquity,  was  descended  on  the  father's  side  from  the  house  of  Savoy, 
and  on  the  mother's  from  the  family  of  Soissons,  a  branch  of  the  house  of  Bourbon. 
His  father  was  Eugene  Maurice,  of  Savoy,  Count  of  Soissons,  colonel  of  the  Swit- 
zers,  and  governor  of  Champagne  and  Brie  :  his  mother  was  the  celebrated  Olym- 
pia  de  Mancini,  niece  of  Cardinal  Mazarine.  Prince  Eugene,  finding  himself  neg- 
lected at  the  court  of  France,  engaged  as  a  soldier  of  fortune  in  the  service  of  the 
emperor,  and  soon  distinguished  himself  by  his  great  military  talents  :  he  was, 
moreover,  an  accomplished  gentleman,  learned,  liberal,  mild,  and  courteous  ;  an 
unshaken  friend ;  a  generous  enemy  ;  an  invincible  captam ;  a  consummate  po- 
litician. 
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event  to  his  master,  who  told  him,  with  great  com- 
posure, that  he  was  spoiled  by  good  fortune.  But  the 
1691,  retreat  of  the  French  from  Piedmont  had  a  still  greater 
influence  over  the  resolutions  of  the  conclave  at  Rome, 
then  sitting  for  the  election  of  a  new  pope,  in  the  room 
of  Alexander  VIII.,  who  died  in  the  beginning  of  Fe- 
bruary. Notwithstanding  the  power  and  intrigues  of 
the  French  faction,  headed  by  Cardinal  D'Etrees,  the 
affairs  of  Piedmont  had  no  sooner  taken  this  turn,  than 
the  Italians  joined  the  Spanish  and  imperial  interest, 
and  Cardinal  Pignatelli,  a  Neapolitan,  was  elected  pon- 
tiff. He  assumed  the  name  of  Innocent,  in  honour  of 
the  last  pope  known  by  that  appellation,  and  adopted 
all  his  maxims  against  the  French  monarch.  When  the 
German  auxiliaries  arrived,  under  the  command  of  the 
Elector  of  Bavaria,  the  confederates  resolved  to  give  bat- 
tle to  Catinat ;  but  he  repassed  the  Po,  and  sent  couriers 
to  Versailles,  to  solicit  a  reinforcement.  Then  Prince 
Eugene  invested  Carmagnola,  and  carried  on  the  siege 
with  such  vigour,  that  in  eleven  days  the  garrison  capitu- 
lated. Meanwhile  the  Marquis  de  Hoquincourt  under- 
took the  conquest  of  Montmelian,  and  reduced  the  town 
without  much  resistance.  The  castle,  however,  made 
such  a  vigorous  defence,  that  Catinat  marched  thither 
in  person  ;  and,  notwithstanding  all  his  efforts,  the  place 
held  out  till  the  second  day  of  December,  when  it  sur- 
rendered on  honourable  conditions. 

This  summer  produced  nothing  of  importance  on  the 
Rhine.     The  French  endeavoured  to  surprise   Mentz, 
by  maintaining  a  correspondence  with  one  of  the  em- 
peror's commissioners ;  but  this  being  discovered,  their 
design  was  frustrated.     The  imperial  army,  under  the 
Elector  of  Saxony,  passed  the  Rhine  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Manheim ;  and  the  French  crossing  the  same 
river  at  Philipsburgh,  reduced  the  town  of  Portzheini 
in  the  marquisate  of  Baden-Dourlach.     The  execution 
of  the  scheme,  projected  by  the  emperor  for  this  cam- 
paign, was  prevented  by  the  death  of  his  general,  the 
Elector  of  Saxony,  which  happened  on  the  second  day 
The  empe-  of  September.     His  affairs  wore  a  more  favourable  as- 
^wlgahiBt  P®^^  ^^  Hungary,  where  the  Turks  were  totally  defeated 
the  Turks,  by  Prfuce  Louis  of  Baden  on  the  banks  of  the  Danube, 
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The  Imperialists  afterwards  undertook  the  siege  of  chap. 
Great  Waradin  in  Transylvania;  but  this  was  turned  \^}l^ 
into  a  blockade,  and  the  place  was  not  surrendered  till  ^^^^' 
the  following  spring.  The  Turks  were  so  dispirited  by 
the  defeat  by  which  they  had  lost  the  grand  visir,  that 
the  emperor  might  have  made  peace  upon  very  advanta- 
geous terms;  but  his  pride  and  ambition  overshot  his 
success.  He  was  weak,  vain,  and  superstitious ;  he 
imagined  that,  now  the  war  of  Ireland  was  almost  ex- 
tinguished, King  William,  with  the  rest  of  his  allies, 
would  be  able  to  humble  the  French  power,  though  he 
himself  should  not  co-operate  with  heretics,  whom  he 
abhorred ;  and  that  in  the  mean  time  he  should  not  only 
make  an  entire  conquest  of  Transylvania,  but  also  carry 
his  victorious  arms  to  the  gates  of  Constantinople,  ac- 
cording to  some  ridiculous  prophecy  by  which  his  vanity 
had  been  flattered.  The  Spanish  government  was  be- 
come so  feeble,  that  the  ministrv,  rather  than  be  at  the 
expense  of  defending  the  Netherlands,  offered  to  deliver 
the  whole  country  to  King  William,  either  as  monarch 
of  England,  or  Stadtholder  of  the  United  Provinces. 
He  declined  this  offer,  because  he  knew  the  people  would 
never  be  reconciled  to  a  Protestant  government ;  but  he 
proposed  that  the  Spaniards  should  confer  the  adminis- 
tration of  Flanders  upon  the  Elector  of  Bavaria,  who 
was  ambitious  of  signalizing  his  courage,  and  able  to  de- 
fend the  country  with  his  own  troops  and  treasure.  This 
proposal  was  relished  by  the  court  of  Spain :  the  em- 
peror imparted  it  to  the  elector,  who  accepted  the  office 
without  hesitation ;  and  he  was  immediately  declared 
Governor  of  the  Low  Countries  by  the  Council  of  State 
at  Madrid.  King  William,  after  his  return  from  the 
army,  continued  some  time  at  the  Hague,  settling  the 
operations  of  the  ensuing  campaign.  That  affair  being 
discussed,  he  embarked  in  the  Maese,  and  landed  in 
England  on  the  nineteenth  day  of  October. 

Before  we  explain  the  proceedings  in  Parliament,  it  Affairs  of 
will  be  necessary  to  give  a  detail  of  the  late  transactions  ^'^®**"^- 
in  Ireland.     In  the  beginning  of  the  season,  the  French 
king  had  sent  a  large  supply  of  provisions,  clothes,  and 
ammunition  for  the  use  of  the  Irish  at  Limerick,  under 
the  conduct  of  Monsieur  St.  Ruth,  accompanied  by  a 
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CHAP,    ffreat  number  of  French  officers  farnished  with  com- 

TTT 

.  i  missions  from  King  James,  though  St.  Ruth  issued  all 

1691.  yg  orders  in  the  name  of  Louis.  Tyrconnel  had  arrived 
in  January,  with  three  frigates  and  nine  vessels,  laden 
with  succours  of  the  same  nature :  otherwise  the  Irish 
could  not  have  been  so  long  kept  together.  Nor,  in- 
deed, could  these  supplies  prevent  them  from  forming 
separate  and  independent  bands  of  Rapparees,  who  plun- 
dered the  country,  and  committed  the  most  shocking 
barbarities.  The  lords  justices,  in  conjunction  with  General 
Ginckel,  had  taken  every  step  their  prudence  could  sug- 
gest, to  quiet  the  disturbances  of  the  country,  and  pre- 
vent such  violence  and  rapine,  of  which  the  soldiers  in 
King  William's  army  were  not  entirely  innocent.  The 
justices  had  issued  proclamations  denouncing  severe 
penalties  against  those  who  should  countenance  or  con- 
ceal such  acts  of  cruelty  and  oppression ;  they  promised 
to  protect  all  Papists  who  should  live  quietly  within  a 
certain  frontier  line;  and  Ginckel  gave  the  Catholic 
rebels  to  understand,  that  he  was  authorized  to  treat 
with  them,  if  they  were  inclined  to  return  to  their  duty. 
Before  the  armies  took  the  field,  several  skirmishes  had 
been  fought  between  parties ;  and  these  had  always 
turned  out  so  unfortunate  to  the  enemy,  that  their  spirits 
were  quite  depressed,  while  the  confidence  of  the  Eng- 
lish rose  in  the  same  proportion. 
General  St.  Ruth  and  Tyrcouuel  were  joined  by  the  Rapparees, 

duces  ASb-^J^d  General  Ginckel  was  reinforced  by  Mackay,  with 
lone.  those  troops  which  had  reduced  the  Highlanders  in  Scot- 
land. Thus  strengthened,  he,  in  the  beginning  of  June, 
marched  from  MuUingar  to  Ballymore,  which  was  gar- 
risoned by  a  thousand  men  under  Colonel  Bourke,  who, 
when  summoned  to  surrender,  returned  an  evasive  answer. 
But  when  a  breach  was  made  in  the  place,  and  the  be- 
siegers began  to  make  preparations  for  a  general  assault, 
his  men  laid  down  their  arms,  and  submitted  at  discretion. 
The  fortifications  of  this  place  being  repaired  and  aug- 
mented, the  general  left  a  garrison  for  its  defence,  and  ad- 
vanced, to  Athlone,  situated  on  the  other  side  of  the  Shan- 
non, and,  supported  by  the  Irish  army,  encamped  almost 
under  its  walls.  The  English  town,  on  the  hither  side  of 
the  river,  was  taken  sword  in  hand,  and  the  enemy  broke 
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down  an  arch  of  the  bridge  in  their  retreat.  Batteries  chap. 
were  raised  against  the  Irish  town,  and  several  unsuc-  ,  ^y-  . 
cessful  attempts  were  made  to  force  the  passage  of  the  i^»i- 
bridge,  which  was  defended  with  great  vigour.  At  length 
it  was  resolved,  in  a  council  of  war,  that  a  detachment 
should  pass  at  a  ford  a  little  to  the  left  of  the  bridge, 
though  the  river  was  deep  and  rapid,  the  bottom  foul  and 
stony,  and  the  pass  guarded  by  a  ravelin,  erected  for  that 
purpose.  The  forlorn  hope  consisted  of  sixty  grenadiers 
in  armour,  headed  by  Captain  Sandys  and  two  lieu- 
tenants. They  were  seconded  by  another  detachment, 
and  this  was  supported  by  six  battalions  of  infantry. 
Never  was  a  more  desperate  service,  nor  was  ever  exploit 
performed  with  more  valour  and  intrepidity.  They  passed 
twenty  abreast,  in  the  face  of  the  enemy,  through  an 
incessant  shoM^er  of  balls,  bullets,  and  grenades.  Those 
who  followed  them  took  possession  of  the  bridge,  and 
laid  planks  over  the  broken  arch.  Pontoons  were  fixed 
at  the  same  time,  that  the  troops  might  pass  in  different 
places.  The  Irish  were  amazed,  confounded,  and  aban- 
doned the  town  in  the  utmost  consternation ;  so  that,  in 
half  an  hour  it  was  wholly  secured  by  the  English,  who 
did  not  lose  above  fifty  men  in  the  attack.  Mackay, 
Tetteau,  and  Ptolemache,  exhibited  proofs  of  the  most 
undaunted  courage  in  passing  the  river;  and  General 
Ginckel,  for  his  conduct,  intrepidity,  and  success,  on  this 
occasion,  was  created  Earl  of  Athlone.  When  St.  Ruth 
was  informed,  by  express,  that  the  English  had  entered 
the  river,  he  said  it  was  impossible  they  should  pretend 
to  take  a  town  which  he  covered  with  his  army,  and  that 
he  would  give  a  thousand  pistoles  they  would  attempt  to 
force  a  passage.  Sarsfield  insisted  upon  the  truth  of 
the  intelligence,  and  pressed  him  to  send  succours  to  the 
town :  he  ridiculed  this  officer's  fears,  and  some  warm 
expostulation  passed  between  them.  Being  at  length 
convinced  that  the  English  were  in  possession  of  the 
place,  he  ordered  some  detachments  to  drive  them  out 
again ;  but  the  cannon  of  their  own  works  being  turned 
against  them,  they  found  the  task  impracticable,  and  that 
very  night  their  army  decamped.  St.  Ruth,  after  a 
march  of  ten  miles,  took  post  at  Aghrim,  and  having,  by 
draughts  from  garrisons,  augmented  his  army  to  five-and-« 
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CHAP,   twenty  thousand  men,  resolved  to  hazard  a  decisive  en- 
V    ^^^'    .  gagement. 

J^9i-  Ginekel  having  put  Athlone  in  a  posture  of  defence, 
Irish  at  passed  the  Shannon,  and  marched  up  to  the  enemy,  de- 
Aghrim.  termiuod  to  give  them  battle ;  though  his  forces  did  not 
exceed  eighteen  thousand,  and  the  Irish  were  posted  in 
a  very  advantageous  situation.  St.  Ruth  had  made  an 
admirable  disposition,  and  taken  every  precaution  that 
military  skill  could  suggest.  His  centre  extended 
along  a  rising  ground  uneven  in  many  places,  inter- 
sected with  banks  and  ditches,  joined  by  lines  of  com- 
munication, and  fronted  by  a  large  bog  almost  im- 
passable. His  right  was  fortified  with  entrenchments, 
and  his  left  secured  by  the  castle  of  Aghrim.  He  ha- 
rangued his  army  in  the  most  pathetic  strain,  conjuring 
them  to  exert  their  courage  in  defence  of  their  holy 
religion,  in  the  extirpation  of  heresy,  in  recovering  their 
ancient  honours  and  estates,  and  in  restoring  a  pious  king 
to  the  throne,  from  whence  he  had  been  expelled  by  an 
unnatural  usurper.  He  employed  the  priests  to  enforce 
his  exhortations ;  to  assure  the  men  that  they  might  de- 
pend upon  the  prayers  of  the  church ;  and  that,  in  case 
they  should  fall  in  battle,  the  saints  and  angels  would 
convey  their  souls  to  heaven.  They  are  said  to  have 
sworn  upon  the  sacrament  that  they  would  not  desert 
their  colours,  and  to  have  received  an  order  that  no  quar- 
ter should  be  given  to  the  French  heretics  in  the  army 
of  the  Prince  of  Orange.  Ginekel  had  encamped  on  the 
Roscommon  side  of  the  river  Suck,  vrithin  three  miles  of 
the  enemy ;  after  having  reconnoitred  their  posture,  he 
resolved,  with  the  advice  of  a  council  of  war,  to  attack 
them  on  Sunday  the  twelfth  day  of  July.  The  necessary 
orders  being  given,  the  army  passed  the  river  at  two  fords 
and  a  stone  bridge,  and,  advancing  to  the  edge  of  the 
great  bog,  began,  about  twelve  o'clock,  to  force  the  two 
passages,  in  order  to  possess  the  ground  on  the  other  side. 
The  enemy  fought  with  surprising  fury,  and  the  horse 
were  several  times  repulsed ;  but  at  length,  the  troops 
upon  the  right  carried  their  point  by  means  of  some  field 
pieces.  The  day  was  now  so  far  advanced,  that  the  ge- 
neral determined  to  postpone  the  battle  till  next  morn- 
ing ;  but,  perceiving  some  disorder  among  the  enemy,  and 
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fearing  they  would  decamp  in  the  night,  he  altered  his  chap. 
resolution,  and  ordered  the  attack  to  be  renewed.  At  v— i^il^ 
six  o'clock  in  the  evening  the  left  wing  of  the  English  ^^•'^• 
advanced  to  the  right  of  the  Irish,  from  whom  they  met 
with  such  a  warm  and  obstinate  reception,  that  it  was  not 
without  the  most  surprising  efforts  of  courage  and  per- 
severance that  they  at  length  obliged  them  to  give  ground ; 
and  even  then  they  lost  it  by  inches.  St.  Ruth,  seeing 
them  in  danger  of  being  overpowered,  immediately  de- 
tached succours  to  them  from  his  centre  and  left  wing. 
Mackay  no  sooner  perceived  them  weakened  by  these 
detachments,  than  he  ordered  three  battalions  to  skirt 
the  bog,  and  attack  them  on  the  left,  while  the  centre 
advanced  through  the  middle  of  the  morass,  the  men 
wading  up  to  the  waist  in  mud  and  water.  After  they  had 
reached  the  other  side,  they  found  themselves  obliged  to 
ascend  a  rugged  hill,  fenced  with  hedges  and  ditches;  and 
these  were  lined  with  musqueteers,  supported  at  proper 
intervals  with  squadrons  of  cavalry.  They  made  such  a 
desperate  resistance,  and  fought  with  such  impetuosity, 
that  the  assailants  were  repulsed  into  the  middle  of  the 
bog  with  great  loss,  and  St.  Ruth  exclaimed — "Now  will 
I  drive  the  English  to  the  gates  of  Dublin."  In  this 
critical  conjuncture  Ptolemache  came  up  with  a  fresh 
body  to  sustain  them,  rallied  the  broken  troops,  and  re- 
newed the  charge  with  such  vigour,  that  the  Irish  gave 
way  in  their  turn,  and  the  English  recovered  the  ground 
they  had  lost,  though  they  found  it  impossible  to  improve 
the  advantage.  Mackay  brought  a  body  of  horse  and 
dragoons  to  the  assistance  of  the  left  wing,  and  first  turned 
the  tide  of  battle  in  favour  of  the  English.  IVIajor-Ge- 
neral  Rouvigny,  who  had  behaved  with  great  gallantry 
during  the  whole  action,  advanced  with  five  regiments 
of  cavalry  to  support  the  centre,  when  St.  Ruth  perceiv- 
ing his  design,  resolved  to  fall  upon  him  in  a  dangerous 
hollow  way,  which  he  was  obliged  to  pass.  For  this  pur- 
pose, he  began  to  descend  Kircommodon-hill  with  his 
whole  reserve  of  horse ;  but  in  his  way  was  killed  by  a 
cannon-ball.  His  troops  immediately  halted,  and  his 
guards  retreated  with  his  body.  His  fate  dispirited  the 
troops,  and  produced  such  confusion  as  Sarsfield  could 
not  remedy ;  for,  though  he  was  next  in  command,  he 
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CHAP,  had  been  at  variance  with  St.  Ruth  since  the  affair  at 
.  ^\^'  J  Athlone,  and  was  ignorant  of  the  plan  he  had  concerted. 
1691.  Rouvigny,  having  passed  the  hollow  way  without  opposi- 
tion, charged  the  enemy  in  flank,  and  bore  down  all  before 
him  vdth  surprising  impetuosity :  the  centre  redoubled 
their  efforts,  and  pushed  the  Irish  to  the  top  of  the  hill ; 
and  then  the  whole  line  giving  way  at  once  from  right  to 
left,  threw  down  their  arms.  The  foot  fled  towards  a 
bog  in  their  rear,  and  their  horse  took  the  route  by  the 
highway  to  Loughneagh :  both  were  pursued  by  the  Eng- 
lish cavalry,  who  for  four  miles  made  a  terrible  slaughter. 
In  the  battle,  which  lasted  two  hours,  and  in  the  pursuit, 
above  four  thousand  of  the  enemy  were  slain,  and  six 
hundred  taken,  together  with  all  their  baggage,  tents, 
provision,  ammunition,  and  artillery,  nine-and-twenty 
pair  of  colours,  twelve  standards,  and  almost  all  the  arms 
of  the  infantry.  In  a  word,  the  victory  was  decisive,  and 
not  above  eight  hundred  of  the  English  were  killed  upon 
the  field  of  battle.  The  vanquished  retreated  in  great 
confusion  to  Limerick,  where  they  resolved  to  make  a 
final  stand,  in  hope  of  receiving  such  succours  from  France, 
as  would  either  enable  them  to  retrieve  their  affairs,  or 
obtain  good  terms  from  the  court  of  England.  There 
Tyrconnel  died  of  a  broken  heart,  after  having  survived 
his  authority  and  reputation.  He  had  incurred  the  con- 
tempt of  the  French,  as  well  as  the  hatred  of  the  Irish, 
whom  he  had  advised  to  submit  to  the  new  government 
rather  than  totally  ruin  themselves  and  their  families. 
Under-  Immediately  after  the  battle,  detachments  were  sent 

sie^of^  to  reduce  Portumny,  Bonnachar,  and  Moor-castle,  consi- 
Limerick.  dcrablc  passcs  ou  the  Shannon,  which  were  accordingly 
secured.  Then  Ginckel  advanced  to  Galway,  which  he 
summoned  to  surrender;  but  he  received  a  defiance  from 
Lord  Dillon  and  General  D'Ussone,  who  commanded  the 
garrison.  The  trenches  were  immediately  opened ;  a  fort 
which  commanded  the  approaches  to  the  town  was  taken 
by  assault ;  six  regiments  of  foot,  and  four  squadrons  of 
horse,  passed  the  river  on  pontoons ;  and  the  place  being 
wholly  invested,  the  governor  thought  proper  to  capitu- 
late. The  garrison  marched  out  with  the  honours  of  war, 
and  was  allowed  safe  conduct  to  Limerick.  Ginckel  di- 
rected his  march  to  the  same  town,  which  was  the  only 
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post  of  consequence  that  now  held  out  for  King  James,  chap. 
Within  four  miles  of  the  place  he  halted,  until  the  heavy  .  ^^^'  , 
cannon  could  be  brought  from  Athlone.  Hearing  that  i^*- 
Luttrel  had  been  seized  by  the  French  general  D'Ussone, 
and  sentenced  to  be  shot  for  having  proposed  to  surren- 
der, he  sent  a  trumpet,  to  tell  the  commander,  that  if  any 
person  should  be  put  to  death  for  such  a  proposal,  he 
would  make  retaliation  on  the  Irish  prisoners.  On  the 
twenty-fifth  day  of  August  the  enemy  were  driven  from 
all  their  advanced  posts :  Captain  Cole,  with  a  squadron 
of  ships,  sailed  up  the  Shannon,  and  his  frigates  anchored 
in  sight  of  the  town.  On  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  the 
month  the  batteries  were  opened,  and  a  line  of  contra- 
vallation  was  formed  :  the  Irish  army  lay  encamped  on 
the  other  side  of  the  river,  on  the  road  to  Killalow,  and  the 
fords  were  guarded  with  four  regiments  of  their  dragoons. 
On  the  fifth  day  of  September,  after  the  town  had  been 
almost  laid  in  ruins  by  the  bombs,  and  large  breaches 
made  in  the  walls  by  the  battering  cannon,  the  guns  were 
dismounted,  the  out-forts  evacuated,  and  such  other  mo- 
tions made  as  indicated  a  resolution  to  abandon  the  siege. 
The  enemy  expressed  their  joy  in  loud  acclamations ;  but 
this  was  of  short  continuance.  In  the  night  the  besiegers 
began  to  throw  a  bridge  of  pontoons  over  the  river,  about 
a  mile  higher  up  than  the  camp ;  and  this  work  was 
finished  before  morning.  A  considerable  body  of  horse 
and  foot  had  passed  when  the  alarm  was  given  to  the 
enemy,  who  were  seized  with  such  consternation  that 
they  threw  down  their  arms,  and  betook  themselves  to 
flight,  leaving  behind  them  their  tents,  baggage,  two 
pieces  of  cannon,  and  one  standard.  The  bridge  was 
immediately  removed  nearer  the  town,  and  fortified ;  all 
the  fords  and  passes  were  secured,  and  the  batteries  con- 
tinued firing  incessantly  till  the  twenty-second  day  of  the 
month,  when  Ginckel  passed  over  with  a  division  of  the 
army,  and  fourteen  pieces  of  cannon.  About  four  in  the 
afternoon,  the  grenadiers  attacked  the  forts  that  com- 
manded Thomond  bridge,  and  carried  them  sword  in  hand, 
after  an  obstinate  resistance.  The  garrison  had  made  a 
sally  from  the  town  to  support  them ;  and  this  detach- 
ment was  driven  back  with  such  precipitation  that  the 
French  oflScer  on  command  in  that  quarter,  fearing  the 
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CHAP.  English  would  enter  pell-mell  with  the  fugitives,  ordered 
.  ^^^*  .  the  bridge  to  be  drawn  up,  leaving  his  own  men  to  the 
1691.  fury  of  a  victorious  enemy.  Six  hundred  were  killed, 
two  hundred  taken  prisoners,  including  many  officers, 
and  a  great  number  were  drowned  in  the  Shannon. 
TheFrench  Then  the  English  made  a  lodgement  within  ten  paces 
obfahnan  <>f  ^^e  bridge-foot ;  and  the  Irish,  seeing  themselves  sur- 
honourabie  rounded  ou  all  sides,  determined  to  capitulate.  General 
ca^tuia-  ga^j^ggij  and  Colonel  Wahop  signified  their  resolution 
to  Scravenmore  and  Rouvigny :  hostages  were  exchanged; 
a  negotiation  was  immediately  begun,  and  hostilities 
ceased  on  both  sides  of  the  river.  The  lords  justices  ar- 
rived in  the  camp  on  the  first  day  of  October,  and  on  the 
fourth  the  capitulation  was  executed,  extending  to  all 
the  places  in  the  kingdom  that  were  still  in  the  hands  of 
the  Irish.  The  Roman  Catholics  were  restored  to  the 
enjoyment  of  such  liberty  in  the  exercise  of  religion  as 
was  consistent  with  the  laws  of  Ireland,  and  conformable 
with  that  which  they  possessed  in  the  reign  of  Charles  II. 
All  persons  whatever  were  entitled  to  the  protection  of 
these  laws,  and  restored  to  the  possession  of  their  estates, 
privileges,  and  immunities,  upon  their  submitting  to  the 
present  government,  and  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  to 
their  majesties  King  William  and  Queen  Mary,  except- 
ing, however,  certain  persons  who  were  forfeited  or  exiled. 
This  article  even  extended  to  all  merchants  of  Limerick, 
or  any  other  garrison  possessed  by  the  Irish,  who  hap- 
pened to  be  abroad,  and  had  not  borne  arms  since  the 
declaration  in  the  first  year  of  the  present  reign,  provided 
they  should  return  within  the  term  of  eight  months.  All 
the  persons  comprised  in  this  and  the  foregoing  article 
were  indulged  with  a  general  pardon  of  all  attainders, 
outlawries,  treasons,  misprisions  of  treason,  premunires, 
felonies,  trespasses,  and  other  crimes  and  misdemeanours 
whatsoever,  committed  since  the  beginning  of  the  reign 
of  James  II.,  and  the  lords  justices  promised  to  use  their 
best  endeavours  towards  the  reversal  of  such  attainders 
and  outlawries  as  had  passed  against  any  of  them  in  Par- 
liament. In  order  to  allay  the  violence  of  party,  and 
extinguish  private  animosities,  it  was  agreed,  that  no 
person  should  be  sued  or  impleaded  on  either  side  for 
any  trespass,  or  made  accountable  for  the  rents,  tenementR, 
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lands,  or  houses  he  had  received  or  enjoyed  since  the  chap. 
beginning  of  the  war.  Every  nobleman  and  gentleman  v_i^,J__> 
comprised  in  these  articles,  was  authorized  to  keep  a  ^^^^• 
sword,  a  case  of  pistols,  and  a  gun  for  his  defence  or 
amusement.  The  inhabitants  of  Limerick  and  other 
garrisons  were  permitted  to  remove  their  goods  and  chat- 
tels, without  search,  visitation,  or  payment  of  duty.  The 
'lords  justices  promised  to  use  their  best  endeavours,  that 
all  persons  comprehended  in  this  capitulation  should  for 
eight  months  be  protected  from  all  arrests  and  executions 
for  debt  or  damage :  they  undertook,  that  their  majesties 
should  ratify  these  articles  within  the  space  of  eight 
months,  and  use  their  endeavours  that  they  might  be 
ratified  and  confirmed  in  Parliament.  The  subsequent 
article  was  calculated  to  indemnify  Colonel  John  Brown, 
whose  estate  and  effects  had  been  seized  for  the  use  of 
the  Irish  army  by  Tyrconnel  and  Sarsfield,  which  last  had 
been  created  Lord  Lucan  by  King  James,  and  was  now 
mentioned  by  that  title.  All  persons  were  indulged  with 
free  leave  to  remove  with  their  families  and  effects  to  any  /  .  '\ 
other  country  except  England  and  Scotland.  All  officers 
and  soldiers  in  the  service  of  King  James,  comprehend- 
ing even  the  Rapparees,  willing  to  go  beyond  sea,  were 
at  liberty  to  march  in  bodies  to  the  places  of  embarkation, 
to  be  conveyed  to  the  continent  with  the  French  officers 
and  troops.  They  were  furnished  with  passports,  convoys, 
and  carriages  by  land  and  water ;  and  General  Ginckel 
engaged  to  provide  seventy  ships,  if  necessary,  for  their 
transportation,  with  two  men  of  war  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  their  officers,  and  to  serve  as  a  convoy  to  the  fleet. 
It  was  stipulated,  that  the  provisions  and  forage  for  their 
subsistence  should  be  paid  for  on  their  arrival  in  France : 
that  hostages  should  be  given  for  this  indemnification,  as 
well  as  for  the  return  of  the  ships :  that  all  the  garrisons 
should  march  out  of  their  respective  towns  and  fortresses 
with  the  honours  of  war :  that  the  Irish  should  have 
liberty  to  transport  nine  hundred  horses :  that  those  who 
should  choose  to  stay  behind,  might  dispose  of  themselves 
according  to  their  own  fancy,  after  having  surrendered 
their  arms  to  such  commissioners  as  the  general  should 
appoint :  that  all  prisoners  of  war  should  be  set  at  liberty 
on  both  sides :  that  the  general  should  provide  two  vessels 
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CHAP,  to  carry  over  two  different  persons  to  France,  with  inti- 
^^^'  ,  mation  of  this  treaty ;  and  that  none  of  those  who  were 
1691.  willing  to  quit  the  kingdom  should  he  detained  on  ac- 
count of  debt,  or  any  other  pretence. — This  is  the  sub- 
stance of  the  famous  treaty  of  Lamerick,  which  the  Irish 
Roman  Catholics  considered  as  the  great  charter  of  their 
dvil  and  religious  liberties.  The  town  of  Limerick  was 
surrendered  to  Ginckel ;  but  both  sides  agreed,  that  the 
two  armies  should  entrench  themselves  till  the  Irish 
could  embark,  that  no  disorders  might  arise  from  a  com- 
munication. 
Twelve  The  Protcstaut  subjects  of  Ireland  were  extremely  dis- 

Si^Ca!.  gusted  at  these  concessions  made  in  favour  of  vanquished 
thoiics  are  reboH  who  had  exercised  such  acts  of  cruelty  and  rapine. 
pcKrted  to  They  complained,  that  they  themselves,  who  had  suffered 
France,  for  their  loyalty  to  King  William,  were  neglected,  and 
obliged  to  sit  down  with  their  losses,  while  their  enemies, 
who  had  shed  so  much  blood  in  opposing  his  government, 
were  indemnified  by  the  articles  of  the  capitulation,  and 
even  favoured  with  particular  indulgences.  They  were 
dismissed  with  the  honours  of  war :  they  were  transported, 
at  the  government's  expense,  to  fight  against  the  English 
in  foreign  countries :  an  honourable  provision  was  made 
for  the  Rapparees,  who  were  professed  banditti:  the 
Ronmn  Catholic  interest  in  Ireland  obtained  the  sanction 
of  regal  authority :  attainders  were  overlooked,  forfeitures 
annulled,  pardons  extended,  and  laws  set  aside,  in  order 
to  effect  a  pacification.  Ginckel  had  received  orders  to 
put  an  end  to  the  war  at  any  rate,  that  William  might 
convert  his  whole  influence  and  attention  to  the  affiiirs 
of  the  continent.  When  the  articles  of  capitulation  were 
ratified,  and  hostages  exchanged  for  their  being  duly  ex- 
ecuted, about  two  thousand  Irish  foot,  and  three  hundred 
horse,  began  their  march  for  Cork,  where  they  proposed 
to  take  shipping  for  France,  under  the  conduct  of  Sars- 
field  :  but  three  regiments  refusing  to  quit  the  kingdom, 
delivered  up  their  arms,  and  dispersed  to  their  former 
habitations.  Those  who  remained  at  Limerick  embarked 
on  the  seventh  day  of  November,  in  French  transports ; 
and  sailed  immediately  to  France,  under  the  convoy  of  a 
French  squadron,  which  had  arrived  in  the  bay  of  Dingle 
immtediately  after  the  capitulation  was  signed.     Twelve 
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thousand  men  chose  to  undersfo  exile  from  theur  native    chap. 

Ill 
country,  rather  than  submit  to  the  government  of  King  s--^.-L-^ 

William.     When  they  arrived  in  France,   they   were     ^^^' 

welcomed  by  a  letter  from  James,  who  thanked  them 

for  their  loyalty ;  assured  them  they  should  still  serve 

under  his  commission  and  command ;  and  that  the  King 

of  France  had  already  given  orders  for  their  being  new 

clothed,  and  put  into  quarters  of  refreshment. 

The  reduction  of  Ireland  being  thus  completed.  Baron  'f®®**"^  *^^ 
Ginckel  returned  to  England,  where  he  was  solemnly  p'^ua-*  ^ 
thanked  by  the  House  of  Commons  for  his  great  services,  ™®"*- 
after  he  had  been  created  Earl  of  Athlone  by  his  majesty. 
When  the  Parliament  met  on  the  twenty-second  day  of 
October,  the  king,  in  his  speech,  insisted  upon  the  neces- 
sity of  sending  a  strong  fleet  to  sea  early  in  the  season, 
and  of  maintaining  a  considerable  army,  to  annoy  the 
enemy  abroad,  as  well  as  to  protect  the  kingdom  from 
insult  and  invasion ;  for  which  purposes,  he  said,  sixty- 
five  thousand  men  would  be  barely  sufficient.  Each 
House  presented  an  address  of  congratulation  upon  his 
majesty's  safe  return  to  England,  and  on  the  reduction  of 
Ireland :  they  promised  to  assist  him  to  the  utmost  of 
their  power,  in  prosecuting  the  war  with  France ;  and, 
at  the  same  time,  drew  up  addresses  to  the  Queen,  ac- 
knowledging her  prudent  administration  during  his  ma- 
jesty's absence.  Notwithstanding  this  appearance  of  cor- 
diality and  complaisance,  a  spirit  of  discontent  had  insi- 
nuated itself  into  both  Houses  of  Parliament^  and  even 
infected  great  part  of  the  nation. 

A  great  number  of  individuals,  who  wished  well  to  DiscoBtent 
their  country,  could  not,  without  anxiety  and  resentment,  nation. 
behold  the  interests  of  the  nation  sacrificed  to  foreign 
connexions,  and  the  king's  favour  so  partially  bestowed 
upon  Dutchmen,  in  prejudice  to  his  English  subjects. 
They  observed  that  the  number  of  forces  he  demanded 
was  considerably  greater  than  that  of  any  army  which  had 
ever  been  paid  by  the  public^  even  when  the  nation  was 
in  the  most  imminent  danger ;  that,  instead  of  contri- 
buting as  allies  to  the  maintenance  of  the  war  upon  the 
continent,  they  had  embarked  as  principals,  and  bore  the 
greatest  part  of  the  burden,  though  they  had  the  least 
share  of  the  |n:ofit.     They  even  insinuated,  that  such  a 
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CHAP,  standing  army  was  more  calculated  to  make  the  king  ab- 
solute at  home,  than  to  render  him  formidable  abroad ; 
and  the  secret  friends  of  the  late  king  did  not  fail  to 
enforce  these  insinuations.  They  renewed  their  animad- 
versions upon  the  disagreeable  part  of  his  character ;  they 
dwelt  upon  his  proud  reserve,  his  sullen  silence,  his  im- 
perious disposition,  and  his  base  ingratitude,  particularly 
to  the  Earl  of  Marlborough,  whom  he  had  dismissed 
from  all  his  employments,  immediately  after  the  signal 
exploits  he  had  performed  in  Ireland.  The  disgrace  of 
this  nobleman  was  partly  ascribed  to  the  freedom  with 
which  he  had  complained  of  the  king's  undervaluing  his 
services,  and  partly  to  the  intrigues  of  his  wife,  who  had 
gained  an  ascendancy  over  the  Princess  Anne  of  Denmark, 
and  is  said  to  have  employed  her  influence  in  fomenting 
a  jealousy  between  the  two  sisters.  The  malecontents  of 
the  whiggish  faction,  enraged  to  find  their  credit  declin- 
ing at  court,  joined  in  the  cry  which  the  Jacobites  had 
raised  against  the  government.  They  scrupled  not  to  say, 
that  the  arts  of  corruption  were  shamefully  practised,  to 
secure  a  majority  in  Parliament ;  that  the  king  was  as 
tender  of  the  prerogative  as  any  of  his  predecessors  had 
ever  been ;  and  that  he  even  ventured  to  admit  Jacobites 
into  his  council,  because  they  were  the  known  tools  of 
arbitrary  power.  These  reflections  alluded  to  the  Earls 
of  Rochester  and  Ranelagh,  who,  with  Sir  Edward  Sey- 
mour, had  been  lately  created  privy-counsellors.  Rochester 
entertained  very  high  notions  of  regal  authority ;  he  pro- 
posed severity  as  one  of  the  best  supports  of  government ; 
was  clear  in  his  understanding,  violent  in  his  temper,  and 
incorrupt  in  his  principles.  Ranelagh  was  a  man  of 
parts  and  pleasure,  who  possessed  the  most  plausible  and 
winning  address;  and  was  capable  of  transacting  the 
most  important  and  intricate  affiiirs  in  the  midst  of  riot 
and  debauchery.  He  had  managed  the  revenue  of  Ireland 
in  the  reign  of  Charles  II.  He  enjoyed  the  office  of  pay- 
master in  the  army  of  King  James ;  and  now  maintained 
the  same  footing  under  the  government  of  William  and 
Mary.  Sir  Edward  Seymour  was  the  proudest  commoner 
in  England,  and  the  boldest  orator  that  ever  filled  the 
speaker's  chair.  He  was  intimately  acquainted  with  the 
business  of  the  House,  and  knew  every  individual  mem- 
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ber  so  exactly,  that  with  one  glance  of  his  eye  he  could    chap. 
prognosticate  the  fate  of  every  motion.     He  had  opposed      ^^i- 
the  court  with  great  acrimony,  questioned  the  king's  title,     i69i. 
censured  his  conduct,  and  reflected  upon  his  character. 
Nevertheless,  he  now  became  a  proselyte,  and  was  brought 
into  the  treasury. 

The  Commons  voted  three  millions,  four  hundred  and  Tnms- 
eleven  thousand,  six  hundred  and  seventy-five  pounds,  ^^^  ^ 
for  the  use  of  the  ensuing  year :  but  the  establishment  ment. 
of  funds  for  raising  these  supplies  was  retarded,  partly 
by  the  ill-humour  of  the  opposition,  and  partly  by  in- 
tervening aflairs,  that  diverted  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mons. Several  eminent  merchants  presented  a  petition 
to  the  House  against  the  East-India  Company,  charging 
them  with  manifold  abuses ;  at  the  same  time,  a  counter- 
petition  was  delivered  by  the  company,  and  the  aflair 
referred  to  the  examination  of  a  committee  appointed 
for  that  purpose.  After  a  minute  inquiry  into  the  na- 
ture of  the  complaints,  the  Commons  voted  certain  re- 
gulations with  respect  to  the  stock  and  the  traffic ;  and 
resolved  to  petition  his  majesty,  that,  according  to  the 
said  regulations,  the  East-India  Company  should  be  in- 
corporated by  charter.  The  committee  was  ordered 
to  bring  in  a  bill  for  this  establishment :  but  divers  pe- 
titions being  presented  against  it,  and  the  company's 
answers  proving  unsatisfactory,  the  House  addressed  the 
king  to  dissolve  it,  and  grant  a  charter  to  a  new  com- 
pany. He  said  it  was  an  affair  of  great  importance  to 
the  trade  of  the  kingdom  ;  therefore,  he  would  consider 
the  subject,  and  in  a  little  time  return  a  positive  answer. 
The  Parliament  was  likewise  amused  by  a  pretended  con- 
spiracy of  the  Papists  in  Lancashire,  to  raise  a  rebellion, 
and  restore  James  to  the  throne.  Several  persons  were 
seized,  and  some  witnesses  examined  :  but  nothing  ap- 
peared to  justify  the  information.  At  length  one  Fuller, 
a  prisoner  in  the  King's  Bench,  offered  his  evidence, 
and  was  brought  to  the  bar  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
where  he  produced  some  papers.  He  obtained  a  blank 
pass  from  the  king  for  two  persons,  who,  he  said,  would 
come  from  the  continent  to  give  evidence. .  He  was 
afterwards  examined  at  his  own  lodgings,  where  he 
affirmed,    that    Colonel  Thomas    Delaval,   and   James 
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CHAP.  Hayes,  were  the  witnesses  for  whom  he  had  procured 
.  ^^^'  __,  the  pass  and  the  protection.  Search  was  made  for  them, 
1691.  according  to  his  direction;  but  no  such  persons  were 
found.  Then  the  House  declared  Fuller  a  notorious 
impostor,  cheat,  and  false  accuser.  He  was,  at  the  re* 
quest  of  the  Commons,  prosecuted  by  the  attorney-gene- 
ral, and  sentenced  to  stand  in  the  pillory ;  a  disgrace 
which  he  accordingly  underwent. 

A  bill  for  regulating  trials  in  cases  of  high  treason 
having  been  laid  aside  by  the  Lords  in  the  preceding 
session,  was  now  again  brought  upon  the  carpet,  and 
passed  the  Lower  House.     The  design  of  this  bill  was 
to  secure  the  subject  from  the  rigours  to  which  he  had 
Disputes     been  exposed  in  the  late  reigns :  it  provided,  that  the 
the  bUHof  P^'isouer  should  be  furnished  with  a  copy  of  his  indict- 
reguiating  meut,  as  also  of  the  panel,  ten  days  before  his  trial ;  and, 
^g  Jj£     that  his  witnesses  should  be  examined  upon  oath,  as  well 
high  trea-  as  thosc  of  the  crowu.     The  Lords,  in  their  own  behalf, 
added  a  clause,  enacting,  that  upon  a  trial  of  any  peer 
or  peeress,  for  treason  or  misprision  of  treason,  all  the 
peers  who  have  a  right  to  sit  and  vote  in  Parliament 
should  be  duly  summoned  to  assist  at  the  trial:  that 
this  notice  should  be  given  twenty  days  before  the  trial ; 
and,  that  every  peer  so  summoned,  and  appearing,  should 
vote  upon  the  occasion.     The  Commons  rejected  this 
amendment ;  and  a  free  conference  ensued*     The  point 
was  argued  with  great  vivacity  on  both  sides,  which  served 
only  to  inflame  the  dispute,  and  render  each  party  the 
more  tenacious  of  their  own  opinion.     After  three  con- 
ferences that  produced  nothing  but  animosity,  the  bill 
was  dropped ;  for  the  Commons  resolved  to  bear  the 
hardships  of  which  they  complained,  rather  than  be  re- 
lieved at  the  expense  of  purchasing  a  new  privilege  to  the 
Lords ;  and  without  this  advantage,  the  peers  would  not 
contribute  to  their  relief, 
The  Eng-       The  ucxt  objcct  that  engrossed  the  attention  of  the 
Dutch^     Lower  House,  was  the  miscarriage  of  the  fleet  during 
fleets         the  summer's  expedition.     Admiral  Russel,  who  com- 
the^French  Hiaudcd  at  sca,  having  been  joined  by  a  Dutch  squadron, 
in  an  en-    sailed  iu  qucst  of  the  enemy ;  but  as  the  French  king 
fflMBeTchy-  ^^.d  roccivod  undoubtcd  intelligence  that  the  combined 
head.        squadrous  were  superior  to  his  navy  in  number  of  shipa 
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and  weight  of  metal,  he  ordered  Tourville  to  aToid  an    chap. 

engagement.      This  officer  acted  with  such   vigilance,  y ]}Il^ 

caution,  and  dexterity,  as  baffled  all  the  endeavours  of  ^^^• 
Russel,  who  was,  moreover,  perplexed  with  obscure  and 
contradictory  orders.  Nevertheless,  he  cruised  all  sum- 
mer, either  in  the  channel  or  in  soundings,  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  trade,  and,  in  particular,  secured  the  home- 
ward-bound Smyrna  fleet,  in  which  the  English  and 
Dutch  had  a  joint  concern,  amounting  to  four  millions 
sterling.  Having  scoured  the  channel,  and  sailed  along 
great  part  of  the  French  coast,  he  returned  to  Torbay  in 
the  beginning  of  August,  and  received  fresh  orders  to 
put  to  sea  again,  notwithstanding  his  repeated  remon- 
strances against  exposing  large  ships  to  the  storms  that 
always  blow  about  the  time  of  the  equinox.  He  there- 
fore sailed  back  to  soundings,  where  he  continued  cruising 
till  the  second  day  of  September,  when  he  was  overtaken 
by  a  violent  tempest,  which  drove  him  into  the  channel, 
and  obliged  him  to  make  for  the  port  of  Plymouth.  The 
weather  being  hazy,  he  reached  the  Sound  with  great 
difficulty:  the  Coronation,  a  second-rate,  foundered  at 
anchor  off  the  Ram-head :  the  Harwich,  a  third-rate, 
bulged  upon  the  rocks  and  perished :  two  others  ran 
ashore,  but  were  got  off  with  little  damage :  but  the 
whole  fleet  was  scattered  and  distressed.  The  nation 
murmured  at  the  supposed  misconduct  of  the  admiral, 
and  Hie  Commons  subjected  him  to  an  inquiry:  but 
when  they  examined  his  papers,  orders,  and  instructions, 
they  perceived  he  had  adhered  to  them  with  great  punc- 
tuality, and  thought  proper  to  drop  the  prosecution,  out 
of  tenderness  to  the  ministry.  Then  the  House  took 
into  consideration  some  letters  which  had  been  inter- 
cepted in  a  French  ship  taken  by  Sir  Ralph  Delaval. 
Three  of  these  are  said  to  have  been  written  by  King 
James,  and  the  rest  sealed  with  his  seal.  They  related 
to  the  plan  of  an  insurrection  in  Scotland,  and  in  the 
northern  parts  of  England  :  Legge,  Lord  Dartmouth, 
with  one  Crew,  being  mentioned  in  them  as  agents 
and  abettors  in  the  design,  warrants  were  immediately 
issued  against  them ;  Crew  absconded,  but  Lord  Dart- 
mouth was  committed  to  the  Tower.  Lord  Preston 
was  examined  touching  some  ciphers  which  they  could 
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CHAP,   not  explain,  and  pretending  ignorance,  was  imprisoned 
,  ^^^'  ,  in  Newgate,  from  whence,  however,  he  soon  obtained 
1691.     his  release.     The  funds  for  the  supplies  of  the  ensuing 
year  being  established,  and  several  acts"  passed  relating 
to  domestic  regulations,  the  king,  on  the  twenty-fourth 
day  of  February,  closed  the  season  with  a  short  speech, 
thanking  the  Parliament   for  their  demonstrations   of 
affection  in  the  liberal  supplies  they  had  granted,  and 
communicating  his  intention  of  repairing  speedily  to  the 
continent.      Then  the  two  Houses,  at  his  desire,  ad- 
journed themselves  to  the  twelfth  day  of  April,  and 
the  Parliament  was  afterwards  prorogued  to  the  twenty- 
ninth  of  May  by  proclamation^. 
The  king        The  king  had  suffered  so  much  in  his  reputation  by 
th^presby-  his  complaisauco  to  the  presbyterians  of  Scotland,  and 
&5"ti^d^   was  so  displeased  with  the  conduct  of  that  stubborn  sect 
of  religionists,  that  he  thought  proper  to  admit  some  pre- 
latists  into  the  administration.    Johnston,  who  had  been 
sent  envoy  to  the  Elector  of  Brandenburg,  was  recalled, 
and,  with  the  Master  of  Stair,  made  joint  secretary  of 
Scotland :  Melvil,  who  had  declined  in  his  importance, 
was  made  lord  privy-seal  of  that  kingdom :  Tweedale 
was  constituted  lord  chancellor :  Crawfurd  retained  the 
office  of  president  of  the  council ;  and  Lothian  was  ap- 
pointed high  commissioner  to  the  general  assembly.  The 
Parliament  waS  adjourned  to  the  fifteenth  day  of  April, 
because  it  was  not  yet  compliant  enough  to  be  assembled 
with  safety ;  and  the  episcopal  clergy  were  admitted  to 
a  share  of  the  church  government.     These  measures,  in- 

o  The  laws  enacted  in  this  session  were  these  :  an  act  for  abrogating  the  oath 
of  supremacy  in  Irehrnd,  and  appointing  other  oaths;  an  act  for  taking  away  clergy 
from  some  offenders,  and  bringing  others  to  punishment ;  an  act  against  deer 
stealing  ;  an  act  for  repairing  the  highways,  and  settling  the  rates  of  carriage  of 
goods  ;  an  act  for  the  relief  of  creditors  against  fraudulent  devices  ;  an  act  for  ex- 
plaining and  supplying  the  defects  of  former  laws  for  the  settlement  of  the  poor ; 
an  act  for  the  encouragement  of  the  breeding  and  feeding  of  cattle  ;  and  an  act  for 
ascertaining  the  tithes  of  hemp  and  flax. 

P  In  the  course  of  this  session,  Dr.  Wei  wood,  a  Scottish  physician,  was  taken 
into  custody,  and  reprimanded  at  the  bar  of  the  House  of  Commons,  for  having 
reflected  upon  that  House  in  a  weekly  paper  entitled  Mercurius  Reformatus  ;  but^ 
as  it  was  written  in  defence  of  the  government,  the  king  appointed  him  one  of  his 
physicians  in  ordinary.  At  this  period,  Charles  Montagu,  afterwards  Earl  of 
Halifax,  distinguished  himself  in  the  House  of  Conmions  by  his  fine  talents  and 
eloquence.  The  privy  seal  was  committed  to  the  Earl  of  Pembroke  ;  Lord  Vis- 
count Sidney  was  created  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland  ;  Sir  John  Somers  appointed 
attorney -general;  and  the  see  of  Lincoln,  vacant  by  the  death  of  Barlow,  conferred 
upon  Dr.  Thomas  Tennison,  who  had  been  recommended  to  the  king  as  a  divine 
remarkable  for  his  piety  and  moderation. 
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8tead  of  healing  the  divisions,  served  only  to  inflame  the    chap. 

animosity  of  the  two  parties.  The  episcopalians  triumphed  ^ I^IL-j 

in  the  king's  favour,  and  began  to  treat  their  antagonists  ^®^i- 
with  insolence  and  scorn :  the  presbyterians  were  in- 
censed to  see  their  friends  disgraced,  and  their  enemies 
distinguished  by  the  royal  indulgence.  They  insisted 
npon  the  authority  of  the  law,  which  happened  to  be 
npon  their  side :  they  became  more  than  ever  sour,  surly, 
and  implacable ;  they  refiised  to  concur  with  the  prelat- 
ists,  or  abate  in  the  least  circumstance  of  discipline  ;  and 
the  assembly  was  dissolved,  without  any  time  or  place 
assigned  for  the  next  meeting.  The  presbyterians  pre- 
tended an  independent  right  of  assembling  annually,  even 
without  a  call  from  his  majesty;  they  therefore  ad- 
journed themselves,  after  having  protested  against  the 
dissolution.  The  king  resented  this  measure,  as  an  in- 
solent invasion  of  the  prerogative,  and  conceived  an  aver- 
sion to  the  whole  sect,  who,  in  their  turn,  began  to  lose 
all  respect  for  his  person  and  government. 

As  the  Highlanders  were  not  yet  totally  reduced,  the  The  Earl  of 
Earl  of  Breadalbane  undertook  to  bring  them  over,  by  ^e  mil 
distributing  sums  of  money  among  their  chiefs  ;  and  fif-  dertakes 
teen  thousand  pounds  were  remitted  from  England  for  mLsion  of 
this  purpose.     The  clans  being  informed  of  this  remit-  the  High- 
tance,  suspected  that  the  earFs  design  was  to  appropriate 
to  himself  the  best  part  of  the  money,  and  when  he  began 
to  treat  with  them  made  such  extravagant  demands,  that 
he  found  his  scheme  impracticable.     He  was  therefore 
obliged  to  refund  the  sum  he  had  received ;  and  he  re- 
solved to  wreak  his  vengeance  with  the  first  opportunity, 
on  those  who  had  frustrated  his  intention.     He  who 
chiefly  thwarted  his  negotiation  was  Macdonald  ofGlen- 
coe,  whose  opposition  rose  from  a  private  circumstance, 
which  ought  to  have  had  no  effect  upon  a  treaty  which 
regarded  the  public  weal.  Macdonald  had  plundered  the 
lands  of  Breadalbane  during  the  course  of  hostilities ; 
and  this  nobleman  insisted  upon  being  indemnified  for 
his  losses,  from  the  other's  share  of  the  money  which  he 
was  employed  to  distribute.     The  Highlander  not  only 
refused  to  acquiesce  in  these  terms,  but,  by  his  influence 
among  the  clans,  defeated  the  whole  scheme,  and  the 
earl  in  revenge  devoted  him  to  destruction.     King  Wil- 
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CHAP,  liam  had  by  proclamation  offered  an  indemnity  to  all 
v_i^L— ^  those  who  had  been  in  arms  against  him,  provided  they 
1691.  would  submit  and  take  the  oaths  by  a  certain  day ;  and 
this  was  prolonged  to  the  close  of  the  present  year,  with 
a  denunciation  of  military  execution  against  those  who 
should  hold  out  after  the  end  of  December.  Macdonald, 
intimidated  by  this  declaration,  repaired  on  the  very  last 
dav  of  the  month  to  Fort  William,  and  desired  that  the 
oaths  might  be  tendered  to  him  by  Colonel  Hill,  gover- 
nor of  that  fortress.  As  this  oflScer  was  not  vested  with 
the  power  of  a  civil  magistrate,  he  refused  to  administer 
them ;  and  Macdonald  set  out  immediately  for  Inverary, 
the  county-town  of  Argyle.  Though  the  ground  was 
covered  with  snow,  and  the  weather  intensely  cold,  he 
travelled  vdth  such  diligence,  that  the  term  prescribed 
by  the  proclamation  was  but  one  day  elapsed  when  he 
reached  the  place,  and  addressed  himself  to  Sir  John 
Campbell,  sheriff  of  the  county,  who,  in  consideration  of 
his  disappointment  at  Fort  William,  was  prevailed  upon 
to  administer  the  oaths  to  him  and  his  adherents.  Then 
they  returned  to  their  own  habitations  in  the  valley  of 
Glencoe,  in  full  confidence  of  being  protected  by  the 
government,  to  which  they  had  so  solemnly  submitted. 
Ma»«cre  Brcadalbaue  liad  represented  Macdonald  at  court  as 
of  Glencoe.  ^^  incorrigible  rebel,  as  a  ruffian  inured  to  bloodshed  and 
rapine,  who  would  never  be  obedient  to  the  laws  of  his 
country,  nor  live  peaceably  under  any  sovereign.  He 
observed  that  he  had  paid  no  regard  to  the  proclamation, 
and  proposed  that  the  government  should  sacrifice  him 
to  the  quiet  of  the  kingdom,  in  extirpating  him,  with  his 
family  and  dependents,  by  military  execution.  His  ad- 
vice was  supported  by  the  suggestions  of  the  other  Scot- 
tish ministers ;  and  the  king,  whose  chief  virtue  was  not 
humanity,  signed  a  warrant  for  the  destruction  of  those 
unhappy  people,  though  it  does  not  appear  that  he  knew 
of  Macdonald's  submission.  An  order  for  this  barbarous 
execution,  signed  and  countersigned  by  his  majesty's  own 
band,  being  transmitted  to  the  master  of  Stair,  secretary 
for  Scotland,  this  minister  sent  particular  directions  to 
Livingstone,  who  commanded  the  troops  in  that  kingdom, 
to  put  the  inhabitants  of  Glencoe  to  the  sword,  charging 
him  to  take  no  prisoners,  that  the  scene  might  be  more 


WILLIAM  AND  MABY.  123 

terrible.     In  the  month  of  February,  Captain  Campbell,    chap. 

of  Glenlyon,  by  virtue  of  an  order  from  Major  Duncan-  ^ ]^]: ; 

son,  marched  into  the  valley  of  Glencoe,  with  a  company  '^^i. 
of  soldiers  belonging  to  Argyle's  regiment,  on  pretence 
of  levying  the  arrears  of  the  land-tax  and  hearth-money. 
When  Macdonald  demanded  whether  they  came  as 
friends  or  enemies,  he  answered,  as  friends,  and  promised, 
upon  his  honour,  that  neither  he  nor  his  people  should 
sustain  the  least  injury.  In  consequence  of  this  declara- 
tion, he  and  his  men  were  received  with  the  most  cordial 
hospitality,  and  lived  fifteen  days  with  the  men  of  the 
valley,  in  all  the  appearance  of  the  most  unreserved 
friendship.  At  length  the  fetal  period  approached.  Mac- 
donald and  Campbell  having  passed  the  day  together, 
parted  about  seven  in  the  evening,  with  mutual  profes- 
sions of  the  warmest  affection.  The  younger  Macdonald, 
perceiving  the  guards  doubled,  began  to  suspect  some 
treachery,  and  communicated  his  suspicion  to  his  brother ; 
but  neither  he  nor  the  father  would  harbour  the  least 
doubt  of  Campbell's  sincerity;  nevertheless,  the  two 
young  men  went  forth  privately,  to  make  further  obser- 
vations. They  overheard  the  common  soldiers  say  they 
liked  not  the  work ;  that  though  they  would  have  will- 
ingly fought  the  Macdonalds  of  the  Glen  feirly  in  the 
field,  they  held  it  base  to  murder  them  in  cold  blood,  but 
that  their  ofiScers  were  answerable  for  the  treachery. 
When  the  youths  hasted  back  to  apprise  their  father  of 
the  impending  danger,  they  saw  the  house  already  sur- 
rounded: they  heard  the  discharge  of  muskets,  the 
shrieks  of  women  and  children :  and,  being  destitute  of 
arms,  secured  their  own  lives  by  immediate  flight.  The 
savage  ministers  of  vengeance  had  entered  the  old  man's 
chamber  and  shot  him  through  the  head.  He  fell 
down  dead  in  the  arms  of  his  wife,  who  died  next  day, 
distracted  by  the  horror  of  her  husband's  fate.  The 
Laird  of  Auchintrincken,  Macdonald's  guest,  who  had 
three  months  before  this  period  submitted  to  the  govern- 
ment, and  at  this  very  time  had  a  protection  in  his 
pocket,  was  put  to  death  without  question.  A  boy  of 
eight  years,  who  fell  at  Campbell's  feet,  imploring  mercy^ 
and  offering  to  serve  him  for  life,  was  stabbed  to  the 
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heart  by  one  Drummond,  a  subaltern  officer.  Eight- 
and-thirty  persons  suffered  in  this  manner,  the  greater 
part  of  whom  were  surprised  in  their  beds,  and  hurried 
into  eternity  before  they  had  time  to  implore  the  Divine 
mercy.  The  design  was  to  butcher  all  the  males  under 
seventy  that  lived  in  the  valley,  the  number  of  whom 
amounted  to  two  hundred ;  but  some  of  the  detachments 
did  not  arrive  soon  enough  to  secure  the  passes,  so  that 
one  hundred  and  sixty  escaped.  Campbell,  having  per- 
petrated this  brutal  massacre,  ordered  all  the  houses  to 
be  burned,  made  a  prey  of  all  the  cattle  and  effects  that 
were  found  in  the  valley,  and  left  the  helpless  women 
and  children,  whose  fathers  and  husbands  he  had  mur- 
dered, naked  and  forlorn,  without  covering,  food,  or  shel- 
ter, in  the  midst  of  the  snow  that  covered  the  whole  face 
of  the  country,  at  the  distance  of  six  long  miles  from  any 
inhabited  place.  Distracted  with  grief  and  horror,  sur- 
rounded with  the  shades  of  night,  shivering  with  cold, 
and  appalled  with  the  apprehension  of  immediate  death 
from  the  swords  of  those  who  had  sacrificed  their  friends 
and  kinsmen,  they  could  not  endure  such  a  complication  of 
calamities,  but  generally  perished  in  the  waste  before  they 
could  receive  the  least  comfort  or  assistance.  This  bar- 
barous massacre,  performed  under  the  sanction  of  King 
William's  authority,  answered  the  immediate  purpose  of 
the  court,  by  striking  terror  into  the  hearts  of  the  Jacob- 
ite Highlanders :  but  at  the  same  time  excited  the  hor- 
ror of  all  those  who  had  not  renounced  every  sentiment 
of  humanity,  and  produced  such  an  aversion  to  the  go- 
vernment as  all  the  arts  of  a  ministry  could  never  totally 
surmount.  A  detail  of  the  particulars  was  published  at 
Paris,  with  many  exaggerations,  and  the  Jacobites  did 
not  fail  to  expatiate  upon  every  circumstance,  in  domestic 
libels  and  private  conversation.  The  king,  alarmed  at 
the  outcry  which  was  raised  upon  this  occasion,  ordered 
an  inquiry  to  be  set  on  foot,  and  dismissed  the  Master  of 
Stair  from  his  employment  of  secretary:  he  likewise  pre- 
tended that  he  had  subscribed  the  order  amidst  a  heap 
of  other  papers,  without  knowing  the  purport  of  it ;  but 
as  he  did  not  severely  punish  those  who  had  made  his 
authority  subservient  to  their  own  cruel  revenge,  the 
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imputation  stuck  fast  to  his  character ;  and  the  High-    chap. 
landers,  though  terrified  into  silence  and  submission,  were  ^    ^^^'    . 
inspired  with  the  most  implacable  resentment  against  his     ^®^2. 
person  and  administration. 

A  great  number  in  both  kingdoms  waited  impatiently  Pr«para- 
for  an  opportunity  to  declare  in  behalf  of  their  exiled  descend'  * 
monarch,  who  was  punctually  informed  of  all  these  trans-  "p^^  ^"K" 
actions,  and  endeavoured  to  make  his  advantage  of  the 
growing  discontent.  King  William  having  settled  the 
domestic  affairs  of  the  nation,  and  exerted  uncommon 
care  and  assiduity  in  equipping  a  formidable  fleet,  em- 
barked for  Holland  on  the  fifth  day  of  March,  and  was 
received  by  the  States-General  with  expressions  of  the 
most  cordial  regard.  While  he  was  here  employed  in 
promoting  the  measures  of  the  grand  confederacy,  the 
French  king  resolved  to  invade  England  in  his  absence, 
and  seemed  heartily  engaged  in  the  interest  of  James, 
whose  emissaries  in  Britain  began  to  bestir  themselves 
with  uncommon  assiduity,  in  preparing  the  nation  for  his 
return.  One  Lant,  who  was  imprisoned  on  suspicion  of 
distributing  his  commissions,  had  the  good  fortune  to  be 
released,  and  the  Papists  of  Lancashire  despatched  him 
to  the  court  of  St.  Germain's,  with  an  assurance  that  they 
were  in  a  condition  to  receive  their  old  sovereign.  He 
returned  with  advice  that  King  James  would  certainly 
land  in  the  spring ;  and  that  Colonel  Parker  and  other 
officers  should  be  sent  over  with  full  instructions,  touch- 
ing their  conduct  at  and  before  the  king's  arrival.  Par- 
ker accordingly  repaired  to  England,  and  made  the  Jacob- 
ites acquainted  with  the  whole  scheme  of  a  descent, 
which  Lewis  had  actually  concerted  with  the  late  king. 
He  assured  them  that  their  lawful  sovereign  would 
once  more  visit  his  British  dominions,  at  the  head  of 
thirty  thousand  effective  men,  to  be  embarked  at  La 
Hogue ;  that  the  transports  were  already  prepared,  and 
a  strong  squadron  equipped  for  their  convoy ;  he,  there- 
fore, exhorted  them  to  be  speedy  and  secret  in  their  pre- 
parations, that  they  might  be  in  readiness  to  take  arms, 
and  co-operate  in  effecting  his  restoration.  This  officer, 
and  one  Johnson,  a  priest,  are  said  to  have  undertaken 
the  assassination  of  King  William  ;  but,  before  they  could 
execute  their  design,  his  majesty  set  sail  for  Holland, 
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CHAP.  Meanwhile,  James  addressed  b,  letter  to  several  lords 
.  ^^^'  ,  who  had  been  formerly  members  of  his  council,  as  well 
1692.  2^  tQ  divers  ladies  of  quality  and  distinction,  intimating 
tionofKing  the  preguaucy  of  his  queen,  and  requiring  them  to  attend 
James.  ^  wituessos  at  the  labour.  He  took  notice  of  the  injury 
his  family  and  honour  had  sustained,  from  the  cruel  as- 
persions of  bis  enemies  concerning  the  birth  of  his  son, 
and  as  Providence  had  now  favoured  him  with  an  oppor- 
tunity of  refuting  the  calumny  of  those  who  aflSrmed 
that  the  queen  was  incapable  of  child-bearing,  he  assured 
them,  in  the  name  of  his  brother,  the  French  king,  as 
well  as  upon  his  own  royal  word,  that  they  should  have 
free  leave  to  visit  his  court,  and  return  after  the  labour  ^ 
This  invitation,  however,  no  person  would  venture  to  accept. 
He  afterwards  employed  his  emissaries  in  circulating  a 
printed  declaration,  importing  that  the  King  of  France 
had  enabled  him  to  make  another  effort  to  retrieve  his 
crown ;  and  that,  although  he  was  furnished  with  a  num- 
ber of  troops  sufficient  to  untie  the  hands  of  his  subjects, 
he  did  not  intend  to  deprive  them  of  their  share  in  the 
glory  of  restoring  their  lawful  king,  and  their  ancient 
government.  He  exhorted  the  people  to  join  his  stan- 
dard. He  assured  them  that  the  foreign  auxiliaries  should 
behave  with  the  most  regular  discipline,  and  be  sent  back 
immediately  after  his  re-establishment.  He  observed, 
that  when  such  a  number  of  his  subjects  were  so  infatu- 
ated as  to  concur  with  the  unnatural  design  of  the  Prince 
of  Orange,  he  had  chosen  to  rely  upon  the  fidelity  of  his 
English  army,  and  refused  considerable  succours  that 
were  offered  to  him  by  his  Most  Christian  Majesty.;  that 
when  he  was  ready  to  oppose  force  with  force,  he  never- 
theless offered  to  give  all  reasonable  satisfaction  to  his 
subjects,  who  had  been  misled,  and  endeavoured  to  open 
their  eyes,  with  respect  to  the  vain  pretences  of  his  ad- 
versary, whose  aim  was  not  the  reformation  but  the  sub- 
version of  the  government ;  that  when  he  saw  himself 
deserted  by  his  army,  betrayed  by  his  ministers,  aban- 

9  The  letter  was  directed  not  only  to  privy-counsellors,  but  also  to  the  Duchesses 
of  Somerset  and  Beaufort,  the  Marchioness  of  Halifax,  the  Countesses  of  Derby, 
Mulgrave,  Rutland,  Brooks,  Nottingham,  Lumley,  and  Danby ;  the  Ladies  Fitz- 
harding  and  Fretchville,  those  of  Sir  John  Trevor,  speaker  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, Sir  Edward  Seymour,  Sir  Christopher  Musgrave,  the  wives  of  Sir  Thomas 
Stamford,  lord-mayor  of  London,  Sir  William  Ashhurst,  and  Sir  Richard  Levett, 
the  dieriffs,  and,  lastly,  to  Dr.  Chamberlain^  the  famous  practitioner  in  midwifery. 
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•doned  by  his  iaToarites,  and  even  his  own  children,  and    chap. 

ITT 

at  last  rudely  driven  from  his  own  palace  by  a  guard  of  s _:_ ; 

insolent  foreigners,  he  had,  for  his  personal  safety,  taken  *^^- 
refuge  in  France ;  that  his  retreat  from  the  malice  and 
cruel  designs  of  the  usurper  had  been  construed  into  an 
abdication,  and  the  whole  constitution  of  the  monarchy 
destroyed  by  a  set  of  men  illegally  assembled,  who,  in  fact, 
had  no  power  to  alter  the  property  of  the  meanest  sub- 
ject. He  expressed  his  hope  that  by  this  time  the  nation 
had  fairly  examined  the  account,  and,  from  the  losses 
and  enormous  expense  of  the  three  last  years,  were  con- 
vinced that  the  remedy  was  worse  than  the  disease ;  that 
the  beginning,  like  the  first  years  of  Nero's  reign,  would, 
in  all  probability,  be  found  the  mildest  part  of  the  usurpa- 
tion, and  the  instruments  of  the  new  establishment  live 
to  suffer  severely  by  the  tyranny  they  had  raised  ;  that 
even  though  the  usurpation  should  continue  during  his 
life,  an  indisputable  title  would  survive  in  his  issue,  and 
expose  the  kingdom  to  all  the  miseries  of  a  civil  war. 
He  not  only  solicited  but  commanded  his  good  subjects 
to  join  him,  according  to  their  duty  and  the  oaths  they 
bad  taken.  He  forbade  them  to  pay  taxes  or  any  part 
of  the  revenue  to  the  usurper.  He  promised  pardon, 
and  even  rewards,  to  all  those  who  should  return  to  their 
duty,  and  to  procure  in  his  first  Parliament  an  act  of  in- 
demnity, with  an  exception  of  certain  persons',  whom  he 
now  enumerated.  He  declared  that  all  soldiers  who  should 
quit  the  service  of  the  usurper^  and  enlist  under  his  ban- 
ners, might  depend  upon  receiving  their  pardon  and  ar- 
rears ;  and  that  the  foreign  troops,  upon  laying  down  their 
arms,  should  be  paid  and  transported  to  their  respective 
countries.  He  solemnly  protested  that  he  would  protect 
and  maintain  the  Church  of  England,  as  by  law  estar 
blished,  in  all  her  rights,  privileges,  and  possessions  :  he 
signified  his  resolution  to  use  his  influence  with  the  Par- 

'  Those  excepted  were  the  Duke  of  Ormond,  the  Marquis  of  Wiuchester,  the 
Earls  of  Sunderland,  Bath,  Danby,  and  Nottingham,  the  Lords  Newport,  Dela- 
mere,  Wiltshire,  Colchester,  Combury,  Dunblain,  and  Churefalll ;  the  Bishops  of 
London  and  St.  Asaph,  Sir  Robert  Howard,  Sir  John  Worden,  Sir  Samuel  Grim- 
stone,  Sir  Stephen  Fox,  Sir  George  Treby,  Sir  Basil  Dixwell,  Sir  James  Oxenden, 
Br.  John  Tillotson,  Dr.  Gilbert  Burnet ;  Francis  Russel,  Richard  Leyison,  John 
Trenchard,  Charles  Duncomb,  citizens  of  London  ;  Edwards,  Stapletou,  and  Hunt, 
fishermen  ;  and  all  others  who  had  offered  personal  indignities  to  him  at  Fever- 
sham  ;  or  had  been  concerned  in  the  barbarous  murder  of  John  Ashton  Cross,  or 
any  oUiers  who  had  suffered  'death  for  their  loyalty  ;  and  all  spies,  or  such  as 
hftd  betrayed  his  counsel  during  his  late  absence  from  EnglaBd. 
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CHAP.  liament  for  allowing  liberty  of  conscience  to  all  his  sub- 
.  ^"-  ,  jects,  as  an  indulgence  agreeable  to  the  spirit  of  the 
1692.  Christian  religion,  and  conducive  to  the  wealth  and  pros- 
perity of  the  nation.  He  said  his  principal  care  should 
be  to  heal  the  wounds  of  the  late  distractions ;  to  restore 
trade,  by  observing  the  act  of  navigation,  which  had  been 
lately  so  much  violated  in  favour  of  strangers ;  to  put  the 
navy  in  a  flourishing  condition ;  and  to  take  every  step 
that  might  contribute  to  the  greatness  of  the  monarchy 
and  the  happiness  of  the  people.  He  concluded  with 
professions  of  resignation  to  the  Divine  Will,  declaring, 
that  all  who  should  reject  his  offers  of  mercy,  and  appear 
in  arms  against  him,  would  be  answerable  to  Almighty 
God  for  all  the  blood  that  should  be  spilt,  and  all  the 
miseries  in  which  these  kingdoms  might  be  involved  by 
their  desperate  and  unreasonable  opposition. 
Efforts  of  While  this  declaration  operated  variously  on  the  minds 
inEngland.  of  the  people,  Colouel  Parker,  with  some  other  officers, 
enlisted  men  privately  for  the  service  of  James,  in  the 
counties  of  York,  Lancaster,  and  in  the  bishopric  of  Dur- 
ham :  at  the  same  time,  Fountaine  and  Holman  were 
employed  in  raising  two  regiments  of  horse  at  London, 
that  they  might  join  their  master  immediately  after  his 
landing.  His  partisans  sent  Captain  Lloyd  with  an  ex- 
press to  Lord  Melfort,  containing  a  detail  of  these  parti- 
culars, with  an  assurance  that  they  had  brought  over 
Rear-Admiral  Carter  to  the  interest  of  his  majesty. 
They  likewise  transmitted  a  list  of  the  ships  that  com- 
posed the  English  fleet,  and  exhorted  James  to  use  his 
influence  with  the  French  king,  that  the  Count  de  Tour- 
ville  might  be  ordered  to  attack  them  before  they  should 
be  joined  by  the  Dutch  squadron.  It  was  in  consequence 
of  this  advice,  that  Louis  commanded  Tourville  to  fall 
upon  the  English  fleet,  even  without  waiting  for  the 
Toulon  squadron,  commanded  by  the  Marquis  D'Etrees. 
By  this  time  James  had  repaired  to  La  Hogue,  and  was 
ready  to  embark  with  his  army,  consisting  of  a  body  of 
French  troops,  together  with  some  English  and  Scotch 
refugees,  and  the  regiments  which  had  been  trans- 
ported from  Ireland  by  virtue  of  the  capitulation  of  Li- 
merick, 
ti^^^teken  Th^  ministry  of  England  was  informed  of  all  these 
by  the      particulars,  partly  by  some  agents  of  James,  who  betrayed 
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his  cause,  and  partly  by  Admiral  Carter,  who  gave  the    chap. 

queen  to  understand  he  had  been  tampered  with ;  and  s ^^^'    . 

was  instructed  to  amuse  the  Jacobites  with  a  negotiation.     i®^2. 
King  William  no  sooner  arrived  in  Holland,  than  he  ^e  defence 
hastened  the  naval  preparations  of  the  Dutch,  so  that  their  °^^® 
fleet  was  ready  for  sea  sooner  than  was  expected ;  and 
when  he  received  the  first  intimation  of  the  projected 
descent,  he  detached  General  Ptolemache  with  three  of 
the  English  regiments  from  Holland.     These,  reinforced 
with  other  troops  remaining  in  England,  were  ordered 
to  encamp  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Portsmouth.     The 
queen  issued  a  proclamation,  commanding  all  Papists  to 
depart  from  London  and  Westminster :  the  members  of 
both  Houses  of  Parliament  were  required  to  meet  on  the 
twenty-fourth  day  of  May,  that  she  might  avail  herself 
of  their  advice  in  such  a  perilous  conjuncture.     Warrants 
were  expedited  for  apprehending  divers  disaffected  per- 
sons ;  and  they  withdrawing  themselves  from  their  respec- 
tive places  of  abode,  a  proclamation  was  published  for 
discovering  and  bringing  them  to  justice.     The  Earls  of 
Scarsdale,  Lichfield,  and  Newburgh ;  the  Lords  GriflSn, 
Forbes,  Sir  John  Fenwick,  Sir  Theophilus  Oglethorpe, 
and  others,  found  means  to  elude  the  search.     The  Earls 
of  Huntingdon  and  Marlborough  were  sent  to  the  Tower : 
Edward  Ridley,  Knevitt,  Hastings,  and  Robert  Ferguson 
were  imprisoned  in  Newgate.     The  Bishop  of  Rochester 
was  confined  to  his  own  house :  the  Lords  Brudenel  and 
Fanshaw  were  secured :  the  Earls  of  Dunmore,  Middle- 
ton,  and  Sir  Andrew  Forrester,  were  discovered  in  a 
quaker's  house,  and  committed  to  prison,  with  several 
other  persons  of  distinction.     The  train-bands  of  London 
and  Westminster  were  armed  by  the  queen's  direction, 
and  she  reviewed  them  in  person :  Admiral  Russel  was 
ordered  to  put  to  sea  with  all  possible  expedition ;  and 
Carter,  with  a  squadron  of  eighteen  sail,  continued  to 
cruise  along  the  French  coast  to  observe  the  motions  of 
the  enemy. 

On  the  eleventh  day  of  May,  Russel  sailed  from  Rye  Admiral 
to  St.  Helen's,  where  he  was  joined  by  the  squadrons  ^"^.^  ^"** 
under  Delaval  and  Carter.     There  he  received  a  letter 
from  the  Earl  of  Nottingham,  intimating  that  a  report 
having  been  spread  of  the  queen's  suspecting  the  fidelity 
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CHAP,  of  the  sea-officers,  her  majesty  had  ordered  him  to 
,  ^^^-  .  declare  in  her  name,  that  she  reposed  the  most  entire 
1692.  confidence  in  their  attachment ;  and  believed  the  report 
was  raised  by  the  enemies  of  the  government.  The  flag- 
officers  and  captains  forthwith  drew  up  a  very  loyal  and 
dutiful  address,  which  was  graciously  received  by  the 
queen,  and  published  for  the  satisfaction  of  the  nation. 
Russel  being  reinforced  by  the  Dutch  squadrons,  com- 
manded by  AUemonde,  Callemberg,  and  Vandergoes,  set 
sail  for  the  coast  of  France  on  the  eighteenth  day  of  May, 
with  a  fleet  of  ninety-nine  ships  of  the  line,  besides 
frigates  and  fire-ships.  Next  day,  about  three  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  he  discovered  the  enemy,  under  the  Count 
de  Tourville,  and  threw  out  the  signal  for  the  line  of 
battle,  which  by  eight  o'clock  was  formed  in  good  order, 
the  Dutch  in  the  van,  the  blue  squadron  in  the  rear,  and 
the  red  in  the  centre.  The  French  fleet  did  not  exceed 
sixty-three  ships  of  the  line,  and,  as  they  were  to  wind- 
ward, Tourville  might  have  avoided  an  engagement :  but 
.,  ^  he  had  received  a  positive  order  to  fight,  on  the  suppo- 
sition that  the  Dutch  and  English  squadrons  had  not 
joined.  Louis,  indeed,  was  apprised  of  their  junction 
before  they  were  descried  by  his  admiral,  to  whom  he 
despatched  a  countermanding  order  by  two  several  vessels : 
but  one  of  them  was  taken  by  the  English,  and  the  other 
did  not  arrive  till  the  day  after  the  engagement. 
He  obtains  Tourvillo,  therefore,  in  obedience  to  the  first  mandate, 
victory  ^  bore  dowu  alongside  of  Russel's  own  ship,  which  he  en- 
French^  gaged  at  a  very  small  distance.  He  fought  with  great 
fleet  off  La  fury  till  ouo  o'clock,  when  his  rigging  and  sails  being  con- 
Hogue.  siderably  damaged,  his  ship,  the  Rising  Sun,  which  carried 
one  hundred  and  four  cannon,  was  towed  out  of  the  line 
in  great  disorder.  Nevertheless,  the  engagement  con- 
tinued till  three,  when  the  fleets  were  parted  by  a  thick 
fog.  When  this  abated,  the  enemy  were  descried  flying 
to  the  northward ;  and  Russel  made  the  signal  for  chas- 
ing. Part  of  the  blue  squadron  came  up  with  the  enemy 
about  eight  in  the  evening,  and  engaged  them  half  an 
hour,  during  which  Admiral  Carter  was  mortally  wounded. 
Finding  himself  in  extremity,  he  exhorted  his  captain  to 
fight  as  long  as  the  ship  could  swim ;  and  expired  with 
great  composure.     At  length  the  French  bore  away  for 
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Conqnest-Road,  having  lost  four  ships  in  this  day's  action,  chap. 
Next  day,  about  eight  in  the  morning,  they  were  dis- 
covered crowding  a\vay  to  the  westward,  and  the  combined 
fleets  chased  with  all  the  sail  they  could  carry,  until 
Russel's  fore-topmast  came  by  the  board.  Though  he 
was  retarded  by  this  accident,  the  fleet  still  continued 
the  pursuit,  and  anchored  near  Cape  La  Hogue.  On  the 
twenty-second  of  the  month,  about  seven  in  the  morning, 
part  of  the  French  fleet  was  perceived  near  the  Race  of 
Aldemey,  some  at  anchor,  and  some  driving  to  the  east- 
ward with  the  tide  of  flood.  Russel,  and. the  ships  nearest 
him,  immediately  slipped  their  cables  and  chased.  The 
Rising  Sun,  having  lost  her  masts,  ran  ashore  near  Cher- 
bourg, where  she  was  burnt  by  Sir  Ralph  Delaval,  to- 
gether with  the  Admirable,  another  first-rate,  and  the 
Conquerant  of  eighty  guns.  Eighteen  other  ships  of 
their  fleet  ran  into  La  Hogue,  where  they  were  attacked 
by  Sir  George  Rooke,  who  destroyed  them,  and  a  ^eat 
number  of  transports  laden  with  ammunition,  in  the  midst 
of  a  terrible  fire  from  the  enemy,  and  in  sight  of  the  Irish 
camp.  Sir  John  Ashby,  ^ath  his  own  squadron  and  some 
Dutch  ships,  pursued  the  rest  of  the  French  fleet,  which 
escaped  through  the  Race  of  Alderney,  by  such  a  dan- 
gerous passage  as  the  English  could  not  attempt,  without 
exposing  their  ships  to  the  most  imminent  hazard.  This 
was  a  very  mortifying  defeat  to  the  French  king,  who  had 
been  so  long  flattered  with  an  uninterrupted  series  of 
victories :  it  reduced  James  to  the  lowest  ebb  of  des- 
pondence, as  it  frustrated  the  whole  scheme  of  his  em- 
barkation, and  overwhelmed  his  friends  in  England  with 
grief  and  despair.  Some  historians  allege,  that  Russel  did 
not  improve  his  victory  with  all  advantages  that  might 
have  been  obtained,  before  the  enemy  recovered  their 
consternation.  They  say  his  affection  to  the  service  was 
in  a  good  measure  cooled  by  the  disgrace  of  his  friend, 
the  Earl  of  Marlborough;  that  he  hated  the  Earl  of 
Nottingham,  by  whose  channel  he  received  his  orders ; 
and,  that  he  adhered  to  the  letter  rather  than  to  the 
spirit  of  his  instructions.  But  this  is  a  malicious  impu- 
tation ;  and  a  very  ungrateful  return  for  his  manifold 
services  to  the  nation.  He  acted  in  this  whole  expedi- 
tion with  the  genuine  spirit  of  a  British  admiral.     He 

k2 
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CHAP,   plied  from  the  Nore  to  the  Downs  with  a  very  scanty 

^^ /  wind,  through  the  dangerous  sands,  contrary  to  the  ad- 

1602.     y'^QQ  Qf  g^jj  jjjg  piiQ^g .  an^  ]jj  this  bold  passage  effected  a 

junction  of  the  different  squadrons,  which  otherwise  the 
French  would  have  attacked  singly,  and  perhaps  de- 
feated. He  behaved  with  great  gallantry  during  the 
engagement ;  and  destroyed  about  fifteen  of  the  enemy's 
capital  ships :  in  a  word,  he  obtained  siich  a  decisive  vic- 
tory, that,  during  the  remaining  part  of  the  war,  the 
French  would  not  hazard  another  battle  by  sea  with  the 
English. 
Troops  em-      Russcl  haviuff  Ordered  Sir  John  Ashby,  and  the  Dutch 

barked  at 

St.  Helen's  Admiral  Callemberg,  to  steer  towards  Havre  de  Grace, 
for  a  de-  ^ud  eudeavour  to  destroy  the  remainder  of  the  French 
rrance^^  fleet,  sailed  back  to  St.  Helen's,  that  the  damaged  ships 
might  be  refitted,  and  the  fleet  furnished  with  fresh  sup- 
plies of  provision  and  ammunition :  but  his  principal  mo- 
tive was,  to  take  on  board  a  number  of  troops  provided 
for  a  descent  upon  France,  which  had  been  projected  by 
England  and  Holland,  with  a  view  to  alarm  and  distract 
the  enemy  in  their  own  dominions.  The  queen  was  so 
pleased  with  the  victory,  that  she  ordered  thirty  thou- 
sand pounds  to  be  distributed  among  the  sailors.  She 
caused  medals  to  be  struck  in  honour  of  the  action ;  and 
the  bodies  of  Admiral  Carter  and  Captain  Hastings,  who 
had  been  killed  in  the  battle,  to  be  interred  with  great 
funeral  pomp.  In  the  latter  end  of  July,  seven  thousand 
men,  commanded  by  the  Duke  of  Leinster,  embarked  on 
board  transports,  to  be  landed  at  St.  Maloes,  Brest,  or 
Rochefort ;  and  the  nation  conceived  the  most  sanguine 
hopes  of  this  expedition.  A  council  of  war,  consisting 
of  land  and  sea  oflScers,  being  held  on  board  the  Breda,  to 
deliberate  upon  the  scheme  of  the  ministry,  the  members 
unanimously  agreed,  that  the  season  was  too  far  advanced 
to  put  it  in  execution.  Nevertheless,  the  admiral,  hav- 
ing detached  Sir  John  Ashby  with  a  squadron  to  inter- 
cept the  remains  of  the  French  fleet,  in  their  passage 
from  St.  Maloes  to  Brest,  set  sail  for  La  Hogue  with 
the  rest  of  the  fleet  and  transports :  but  in  a  few  days, 
the  wind  shifting,  he  was  obliged  to  return  to  St. 
Helen's. 

The  queen  immediately  despatched  the  Marquis  of 
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Caermarthen,  the  Earls  of  Devonshire,  Dorset,  Netting-    chap. 

ham,  and  Rochester,  together  with  the  Lords  Sidney  and  ^ ]l^ ; 

Cornwallis,  to  consult  with  the  admiral,  who  demon-  ^^^: 
strated  the  impracticability  of  making  an  effectual  de-  laid  a^dfT 
scent  upon  the  coast  of  France  at  that  season  of  the  year.  J^n^*?*®^' 
The  design  was  therefore  laid  aside ;  and  the  forces  Ostend. 
were  transported  to  Flanders.  The  higher  the  hopes  of 
the  nation  had  been  raised  by  this  armament,  the  deeper 
they  felt  their  disappointment.  A  loud  clamour  was 
raised  against  the  ministry,  as  the  authors  of  this  mis* 
carriage.  The  people  complained  that  they  were  plun- 
dered and  abused ;  that  immense  sums  were  extorted 
from  them  by  the  most  grievous  impositions ;  that,  by 
the  infamous  expedient  of  borrowing  upon  established 
funds,  their  taxes  were  perpetuated ;  tliat  their  burdens 
would  daily  increase ;  that  their  treasure  was  either 
squandered  away  in  chimerical  projects,  or  expended  in 
foreign  connexions,  of  which  England  was  naturally  in- 
dependent. They  were  the  more  excusable  for  exclaim- 
ing in  this  manner,  as  their  trade  had  suffered  grievously 
by  the  French  privateers,  which  swarmed  in  the  channel. 
In  vain  the  merchants  had  recourse  to  the  Admiralty, 
which  could  not  spare  particular  convoys,  while  large 
fleets  were  required  for  the  defence  of  the  nation.  The 
French  king,  having  nothing  farther  to  apprehend  from 
the  English  armament,  withdrew  his  troops  from  the 
coast  of  Normandy;  and  James  returned  in  despair  to  St. 
Germain's,  where  his  queen  had  been  in  his  absence  de- 
livered of  a  daughter,  who  was  born  in  the  presence  of 
the  archbishop  of  Paris,  the  keeper  of  the  seals,  and  other 
persons  of  distinction. 

Louis  had  taken  the  field  in  the  latter  end  of  May.  TheFrench 
On  the  twentieth  day  of  that  month  he  arrived  at  his  Nami^*^n 
camp  in  Flanders,  with  all  the  effeminate  pomp  of  an  sight  of 
Asiatic  emperor,  attended  by  his  women  and  parasites,  ^^ 
his  band  of  music,  his  dancers,  his  opera,  and,  in  a  word, 
by  all  the  ministers  of  luxury  and  sensual  pleasure.  Hav- 
ing reviewed  his  army,  which  lamounted  to  about  one 
hundred  and   twenty  thousand  men,  he  undertook  the 
siege  of  Namur,  which  he  invested  on  both  sides  of  the 
Sambre,  with  about  one  half  of  his  army,  while  the  other 
covered  the  siege,  under  the  command  of  Luxembourg. 
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CHAP.    Nainur  is  situated  on  the  conflux  of  the  Meuse  and  the 

, ^^]:_,  Sambre.     The  citadel  was  deemed  one  of  the  strongest 

1692.  forts  in  Flanders,  strengthened  with  a  new  work  con- 
trived by  the  famous  engineer  Coehorn,  who  now  de- 
fended it  in  person.  The  Prince  de  Barbason  com- 
manded the  garrison,  consisting  of  nine  thousand  men. 
The  place  was  well  supplied ;  and  the  governor  knew 
that  King  William  would  make  strong  efforts  for  its  re- 
lief; so  that  the  besieged  were  animated  with  many 
concurring  considerations.  Notwithstanding  these  ad- 
vantages, the  assailants  carried  on  their  attacks  with  such 
vigour,  that  in  seven  days  after  the  trenches  were  opened 
the  town  capitulated,  and  the  garrison  retired  into  the 
citadel.  King  William  being  joined  by  the  troops  of 
Brandenburgh  and  Liege,  advanced  to  the  Mehaigne,  at 
the  head  of  one  hundred  thousand  effective  men,  and 
encamped  within  cannon  shot  of  Luxembourg's  army, 
which  lay  on  the  other  side  of  the  river.  That  general, 
however,  had  taken  such  precautions,  that  the  King  of 
England  could  not  interrupt  the  siege,  nor  attack  the 
French  lines  without  great  disadvantage.  The  besiegers, 
encouraged  by  the  presence  of  their  monarch,  and  assisted 
by  the  superior  abilities  of  Vauban,  their  engineer,  re- 
peated their  attacks  with  such  impetuosity,  that  the  fort 
of  Coehom  was  surrendered  after  a  very  obstinate  defence, 
in  which  he  himself  had  been  dangerously  wounded.  The 
citadel  being  thus  left  exposed  to  the  approaches  of  the 
enemy,  could  not  long  withstand  the  violence  of  their  ope- 
rations. The  two  covered  ways  were  taken  by  assault : 
on  the  twentieth  of  May  the  governor  capitulated,  to 
the  unspeakable  mortification  of  King  William,  who  saw 
himself  obliged  to  lie  inactive  at  the  head  of  a  powerful 
army,  and  be  an  eye-witness  of  the  loss  of  the  most  im- 
portant fortress  in  the  Netherlands.  Louis,  having  taken 
possession  of  the  place,  returned  in  triumph  to  Versailles, 
where  he  was  flattered  with  all  the  arts  of  adulation ; 
while  William's  reputation  suffered  a  little  from  his  mis- 
carriage, and  thq  Prince  of  Barbason  incurred  the  sus- 
picion of  treachery  or  misconduct. 
^  Luxembourg    having   placed   a    strong    garrison   in 

feated  at     Namur,  dotachcd  Boufllers  with  a  body  of  troops  to  La 
k^ke!       Bassiere,  and  with  the  rest  of  bis  army  encamped  at 


The  allies 
are  de 
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Soignies.  The  King  of  England  sent  off  detachments  ghap. 
towards  Liege  and  Ghent,  and  on  the  sixth  day  of  July  .  ^l^'  . 
posted  himself  at  Genap,  resolved  to  seize  the  first  op-  ^^^• 
[wrtunity  of  retrieving  his  honour  by  attacking  the 
enemy.  Having  received  intelligence  that  the  French 
general  was  in  motion,  and  intended  to  take  post  be- 
tween Steenkerke  and  Enghien,  he  passed  the  river 
Senne,  in  order  to  anticipate  his  purpose :  but,  in  spite 
of  all  his  diligence,  Luxembourg  gained  his  point ;  and 
William  encamped  at  Lembeck,  within  six  miles  of  the 
French  army.  Here  he  resolved,  in  a  council  of  war, 
to  attack  the  enemy ;  and  every  disposition  was  made 
for  that  purpose.  The  heavy  baggage  he  ordered  to  be 
conveyed  to  the  other  side  of  the  Senne ;  and  one 
Millevoix,  a  detected  spy,  was  compelled  by  menaces 
to  mislead  Luxembourg  with  false  intelligence,  im- 
porting that  he  need  not  be  alarmed  at  the  motions  of 
the  allies,  who  intended  the  next  day  to  make  a  general 
forage.  On  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  July  the  army 
began  to  move  from  the  left,  in  two  columns,  as  the 
ground  would  not  admit  of  their  marching  in  an  ex- 
tended front.  The  Prince  of  Wirtemberg  began  the 
attack  on  the  right  of  the  enemy,  at  the  head  of  ten 
battalions  of  English,  Danish,  and  Dutch  infantry :  he 
was  supported  by  a  considerable  body  of  British  horse 
and  foot,  commanded  by  Lieutenant-General  Mackay. 
Though  the  ground  was  intersected  by  hedges,  ditches, 
and  narrow  defiles,  the  prince  marched  with  such  dili- 
gence, that  he  was  in  a  condition  to  begin  the  battle 
about  two  in  the  afternoon,  when  he  charged  the  French 
with  such  impetuosity  that  they  were  driven  from  their 
posts,  and  their  whole  camp  became  a  scene  of  tumult 
and  confusion.  Luxembourg,  trusting  to  the  intelligence 
he  had  received,  allowed  himself  to  be  surprised ;  and  it 
required  the  full  exertion  of  his  superior  talents  to 
remedy  the  consequences  of  his  neglect.  He  forthwith 
forgot  a  severe  indisposition  under  which  he  then  laboured: 
he  rallied  his  broken  battalions ;  he  drew  up  his  forces 
in  order  of  battle,  and  led  them  to  the  charge  in  person. 
The  Duke  de  Chartres,  who  wjis  then  in  the  fifteenth 
year  of  his  age,  the  Dukes  of  Bourbon  and  Vendome, 
the  Prince  of  Conti,  and  a  great  number  of  volunteers 
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CHAP,  of  the  first  quality,  put  themselves  at  the  head  of  the 
^  ^^^'  .  household  troops,  and  fell  with  great  fury  upon  the  Eng- 
1692.  jjgjj^  ^jjQ  were  very  ill  supported  by  Count  Solmes,  the 
officer  who  commanded  the  centre  of  the  allies.  The 
Prince  of  Wirtemberg  had  taken  one  of  the  enemy's 
batteries,  and  actually  penetrated  into  their  lines ;  but 
finding  himself  in  danger  of  being  overpowered  by  num- 
bers, he  sent  an  aide-du-camp  twice,  to  demand  succours 
from  Solmes,  who  derided  his  distress,  saying,  "  Let  us 
see  what  sport  these  English  bull-dogs  will  make." 
At  length,  when  the  king  sent  an  express  order,  com- 
manding him  to  sustain  the  left  wing,  he  made  a  motion 
with  his  horse,  which  could  not  act,  while  his  infantry 
kept  their  ground  ;  and  the  British  troops,  with  a  few 
Dutch  and  Danes,  bore  the  whole  brunt  of  the  engage- 
ment. They  fought  with  surprising  courage  and  per- 
severance against  dreadful  odds ;  and  the  event  of  the 
battle  continued  doubtful,  until  Boufflers  joined  the 
French  army  with  a  great  body  of  dragoons.  The  allies 
could  not  sustain  the  additional  weight  of  this  reinforce- 
ment, before  which  they  gave  way,  though  the  retreat 
was  made  in  tolerable  order ;  and  the  enemy  did  not 
think  proper  to  prosecute  the  advantage  they  had  gained. 
In  this  action  the  confederates  lost  the  Earl  of  Angus, 
General  Mackay,  Sir  John  Lanier,  Sir  Robert  Douglas, 
and  many  other  gallant  officers,  together  with  about 
three  thousand  men  left  dead  on  the  spot,  the  same 
number  wounded  or  taken,  a  great  many  colours  and 
standards,  and  several  pieces  of  cannon. 
Extrava-  The  French,  however,  reaped  no  sojid  advantage  from 
m"s  1^^°"^  this  victory,  which  cost  them  about  three  thousand  men, 
France  on  including  the  Prince  of  Turenne,  the  Marquis  de  Belle- 
J^fg**"?f.°^  fond,  Tilladet,  and  Fernacon,  with  many  officers  of  dis- 
tort, tinction :  as  for  Millevoix  the  spy,  he  was  hanged  on 
a  tree,  on  the  right  w\ng  of  the  allied  army.  King 
William  retired  unmolested  to  his  own  camp ;  and,  not- 
withstanding all  his  overthrows,  continued  a  respectable 
enemy,  by  dint  of  invincible  fortitude,  and  a  genius 
fruitful  in  resources.  That  he  was  formidable  to  the 
French  nation,  even  in  the  midst  of  bis  ill  success, 
appears  from  divers  undeniable  testimonies,  and  from 
none  more  than  from  the  extravagance  of  joy  expressed 
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by  the  people   of  France,   on   occasion  of  this  unim-    chap. 
portant  victory.     When  the  princes  who  served  in  the  ^   ^^^'    . 
battle  returned  to  Paris,  the  roads  through  which  they     ^^^^ 
passed  were  almost  blocked  up  with  multitudes;  and 
the  whole  air  resounded  with  acclamation.    All  the  orna- 
ments of  the  fashion  peculiar  to  both  sexes  adopted  the 
name  of  Steenkerke :  every  individual  who  had  been 
pei-sonally  engaged  in  the  action  was  revered  as  a  being 
of  a  superior  species ;  and  the  transports  of  the  women 
rose  almost  to  a  degi^ee  of  frenzy. 

The  French  ministry  did  not  entirely  depend  upon  Conspiracy 
the  fortune  of  the  war  for  the  execution  of  their  revenge  ^o/KkT 
against  King  William.  They  likewise  employed  as-wiiiiam, 
sassins  to  deprive  him  of  life,  in  the  most  treacherous  thrFrench 
manner.  When  Louvois  died,  his  son,  the  Marquis  de  ministry. 
Barbesieux,  who  succeeded  him  in  his  office  of  secretary, 
found  among  his  papers  the  draft  of  a  scheme  for  this 
purpose,  and  immediately  revived  the  design,  by  means 
of  the  Chevalier  de  Grandval,  a  captain  of  dragoons  in 
the  service.  He  and  Colonel  Parker  engaged  one 
Dumont,  who  undertook  to  assassinate  King  William. 
Madame  de  Maintenon,  and  Paparel,  paymaster  to  the 
French  army,  were  privy  to  the  scheme,  which  they  en- 
couraged :  the  conspirators  are  said  to  have  obtained  an 
audience  of  King  James,  who  approved  of  their  under- 
taking, and  assured  them  of  his  protection ;  but  that 
unfortunate  monarch  was  unjustly  charged  with  the  guilt 
of  countenancing  the  intended  murder,  as  they  communi- 
cated nothing  to  him  but  an  attempt  to  seize  the  person 
of  the  Prince  of  Orange.  Dumont  actually  enlisted  in 
the  confederate  army,  that  be  might  have  the  better  op- 
portunity to  shoot  the  King  of  England  when  he  should 
ride  out  to  visit  the  lines,  while  Grandval  and  Parker 
repaired  to  the  French  camp,  with  orders  to  Luxem- 
bourg to  furnish  them  with  a  party  of  horse  for  the  rescue 
of  Dumont,  after  the  blow  should  be  struck.  Whether 
this  man's  heart  failed  him,  or  he  could  not  find  the  op- 
portunity he  desired,  after  having  resided  some  weeks  in 
the  camp  of  the  allies,  he  retired  to  Hanover ;  but  still 
corresponded  with  Grandval  and  Barbesieux.  This  last 
admitted  one  Leefdale,  a  Dutch  baron,  into  the  secret^ 
and  likewise  imparted  it  to  Monsieur  Chanlais,  quarter- 


138  HISTORY  OF  ENGLAND. 

CHAP,    master-general  of  the  French  army,  who  animated  Grand- 

^^J^ll ,  val  and  Leefdale  with  the  promise  of  a  considerable  re- 

1692.  ward,  and  promised  to  co-operate  with  Parker  for  bring- 
ing off  Dumont,  for  this  assassin  still  persisted  in  his  un- 
dertaking. Leefdale  had  been  sent  from  Holland,  on 
purpose  to  dive  to  the  bottom  of  this  conspiracy,  in 
consequence  of  advice  given  by  the  British  envoy  at 
Hanover,  where  Dumont  had  dropped  some  hints  that 
alarmed  his  suspicion.  The  Dutchman  not  only  in- 
sinuated himself  into  the  confidence  of  the  conspirators, 
but  likewise  inveigled  Grandval  to  Eyndhoven,  where 
he  was  apprehended.  Understanding  that  Dumont  had 
already  discovered  the  design  to  the  Duke  of  Zell,  and 
that  he  himself  had  been  betrayed  by  Leefdale,  he  freely 
confessed  all  the  particulars  without  enduring  the  torture; 
and,  being  found  guilty  by  a  court-martial,  was  executed 
as  a  traitor. 
Miacar-  About  this  period  the  Duke  of  Leinster  arrived  at 

dMfgnuiwn  Osteud,  with  the  troops  which  had  been  embarked  at  St. 
Dunkirk.  Helen's.  He  was  furnished  with  cannon  sent  down  the 
Mouse  from  Maestricht ;  and  reinforced  by  a  large  de- 
tachment from  the  king's  camp  at  Gramont,  under  the 
command  of  General  Ptolemache.  He  took  possession 
of  Furnes,  was  joined  by  the  Earl  of  Portland,  and  M. 
D'Auverquerque,  and  a  disposition  was  made  for  invest- 
ing Dunkirk:  but,  on  further  deliberation,  the  enter- 
prise was  thought  very  dangerous,  and  therefore  laid  aside. 
Furnes  and  Dixmuyde,  lately  reduced  by  Brigadier 
Ramsay,  were  strengthened  with  new  works,  and  secured 
by  strong  garrisons.  The  cannon  were  sent  back,  and 
the  troops,  returning  to  Ostend,  re-embarked  for  England. 
This  fruitless  expedition,  added  to  the  inglorious  issue  of 
the  campaign,  increased  the  ill-humour  of  the  British 
nation.  They  taxed  William  with  having  lain  inactive 
at  Gramont  with  an  army  of  one  hundred  thousand  men, 
while  Luxembourg  was  posted  at  Courtray  with  half  that^ 
number.  They  said,  if  he  had  found  the  French  lines 
too  strong  to  be  forced,  he  might  have  passed  the  Scheldt 
higher  up,  and  not  only  laid  the  enemy's  conquests  under 
contribution,  but  even  marched  into  the  bowels  of  France ; 
and  they  complained  that  Furnes  and  Dixmuyde  were 
not  worth  the  sums  expended  in  maintaining  their  gar- 
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risons.  On  the  twentynsixth  day  of  September,  King  chap. 
William  left  the  army  under  the  command  of  the  Elector  .  ^^^'  . 
of  Bavaria,  and  repaired  to  his  house  at  Loo :  in  two  *^^^- 
days  after  his  departure,  the  camp  at  Gramont  was  broken 
up ;  the  infantry  marched  to  Marienkerke,  and  the  horse 
to  Caure.  On  the  sixteenth  day  of  October,  the  king 
receiving  intelligence  that  BoufSers  had  invested  Char- 
leroy,  and  Luxembourg  taken  post  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Conde,  ordered  the  troops  to  be  instantly  re-assembled 
between  the  village  of  Ixells  and  Halle,  with  design  to 
raise  the  siege,  and  repaired  to  Brussels,  where  he  held 
a  council  of  war,  in  which  the  proper  measures  were 
concerted.  He  then  returned  to  Holland,  leaving  the 
command  with  the  Elector  of  Bavaria,  who  forthwith  began 
his  march  for  Charleroy.  At  his  approach  Boufflers 
abandoned  the  siege,  and  moved  towards  Philipville.  The 
elector  having  reinforced  the  place  and  thrown  supplies 
into  Aeth,  distributed  his  forces  into  winter-quarters. 
Then  Luxembourg,  who  had  cantoned  his  army  between 
Conde,  Leuse,  and  Tournay,  returned  to  Paris,  leaving 
Boufflers  to  command  in  his  absence. 

The  allies  had  been  unsuccessful  in  Flanders,  and  thev  The  cam- 
were  not  fortunate  in  Germany.  The  Landgrave  ofP^^^^J"" 
Hesse  Cassel  undertook  the  siege  of  Eberemburg,  which,  the  Rhine 
however,  he  was  obliged  to  abandon.  The  Duke  deH^n^ry. 
Lorges,  who  commanded  the  French  forces  on  the  Rhine, 
surprised,  defeated,  and  took  the  Duke  of  Wirtemberg, 
who  had  posted  himself  with  four  thousand  horse  near 
Eidelsheim,  to  check  the  progress  of  the  enemy.  Count 
Tallard  having  invested  Rhinefeld,  the  landgrave  marched 
to  its  relief  with  such  expedition,  that  the  French  were 
obliged  to  desist  and  retreat  with  considerable  damage. 
The  Elector  of  Saxony  had  engaged  to  bring  an  army 
into  the  field  ;  but  he  complained  that  the  emperor  left 
the  burden  of  the  war  with  France  upon  the  princes,  and 
converted  his  chief  power  and  attention  to  the  campaign 
in  Hungary.  A  jealousy  and  misunderstanding  ensued  : 
Schoening,  the  Saxon  general,  in  his  way  to  the  hot- 
baths  at  Dablitz,  in  Bohemia,  was  seized  by  the  emperor's 
order,  on  suspicion  of  having  maintained  a  private  cor- 
respondence with  the  enemy,  and  very  warm  expostula- 
tions on  this  subject  passed  between  the  courts  of  Vienna 
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CHAP,  and  Dresden.  Schoening  was  detained  two  years  in 
s^Il^  custody ;  and  at  length  released,  on  condition  that  he 
1692.  should  never  be  employed  again  in  the  empire.  The 
war  in  Hungary  produced  no  event  of  importance.  The 
ministry  of  the  Ottoman  Porte  was  distracted  by  factions, 
and  the  seraglio  threatened  with  tumults.  The  people 
were  tired  of  maintaining  an  unsuccessfiil  war  :  the  visir 
was  deposed ;  and  in  the  midst  of  this  confusion,  the 
garrison  of  Great  Waradin,  which  had  been  blocked  up 
by  the  imperialists  during  the  whole  winter,  surrendered 
on  capitulation.  Lord  Paget,  the  English  ambassador  at 
Vienna,  was  sent  to  Constantinople,  with  powers  to  medi- 
ate a  peace :  but  the  terms  offered  by  the  emperor  were 
rejected  at  the  Porte :  the  Turkish  army  lay  upon  the 
defensive,  and  the  season  was  spent  in  a  fruitless  nego- 
tiation. 
The  Duke  The  prospect  of  affairs  in  Piedmont  was  favourable  for 
invades^  the  alUcs ;  but  the  court  of  France  had  brought  the  pope 
Dauphin^,  ^o  an  accommodatiou,  and  began  to  tamper  with  the 
Duke  of  Savoy.  M.  Chanlais  was  sent  to  Turin,  with 
advantageous  proposals,  which,  however,  the  duke  would 
not  accept,  because  he  thought  himself  entitled  to  better 
terms,  considering  that  the  allied  army  in  Piedmont 
amounted  to  fifty  thousand  effective  men,  while  Catinat's 
forces  were  not  sufficient  to  defend  his  conquests  in  that 
country.  In  the  month  of  July  the  duke  marched  into 
Dauphine,  where  he  plundered  a  number  of  villages,  and 
reduced  the  fortress  of  Guillestre ;  then  passing  the  river 
Darance,  he  invested  Ambrun,  which,  after  a  siege  of 
nine  days,  surrendered  on  capitulation:  he  afterwards 
laid  all  the  neighbouring  towns  under  contribution. 
Here  Duke  Schomberg,  who  commanded  the  auxiliaries 
in  the  English  pay,  published  a  declaration,  in  the  name 
of  King  William,  inviting  the  people  to  join  his  standard, 
assuring  them  that  his  master  had  no  other  design  in 
ordering  his  troops  to  invade  France,  but  that  of  restoring 
the  noblesse  to  their  ancient  splendour,  their  Parliaments 
to  their  former  authority,  and  the  people  to  their  just 
privileges.  He  even  offered  his  protection  to  the  clergy, 
and  promised  to  use  his  endeavours  for  reviving  the  edict 
of  Nantes,  which  had  been  guaranteed  by  the  Kings  of 
England.     These  offers,  however,  produced  little  effect ; 
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and  the  Germans  ravaged  the  whole  country,  in  revenge    chap. 

for  the  cruelties  which  the  French  had  committed  in  the  , ]^l: , 

Palatinate.  The  allied  army  advanced  from  Ambnin  to  ^^^* 
Gap,  on  the  frontiers  of  Provence,  and  this  place  sub- 
mitted without  opposition.  The  inhabitants  of  Grenoble, 
the  capital  of  Dauphine,  and  even  of  Lyons,  were  over- 
whelmed with  consternation;  and  a  fairer  opportunity 
of  humbling  France  could  never  occur,  as  that  part  of 
the  kingdom  had  been  left  almost  quite  defenceless :  but 
this  was  fatally  neglected,  either  from  the  spirit  of  dis- 
sension which  began  to  prevail  in  the  allied  army,  or 
from  the  indisposition  of  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  who  was 
seized  with  the  small-pox  in  the  midst  of  this  expedition ; 
or,  lastly,  from  his  want  of  sincerity,  which  was  shrewdly 
suspected.  He  is  said  to  have  maintained  a  constant 
correspondence  with  the  court  of  Versailles,  in  complai- 
sance to  which  he  retarded  the  operations  of  the  con- 
federates. Certain  it  is,  he  evacuated  all  his  conquests, 
and  about  the  middle  of  September  quitted  the  French 
territories,  after  having  pillaged  and  laid  waste  the  country 
through  which  he  had  penetrated ".  In  Catalonia  the 
French  attempted  nothing  of  importance  during  this 
campaign,  and  the  Spaniards  were  wholly  inactive  in  that 
province. 

The  Protestant  interest  in  Germany  acquired  an  acces-  The  Duke 
sion  of  strength,  by  the  creation  of  a  ninth  electorate  in  created^ir 
favour  of  Ernest  Augustus,  Duke  of  Hanover.     He  had,  elector  of 
by  this  time,  renounced  all  his  connexions  with  France,    ^  ^^p""®* 
and  engaged  to  enter  heartily  into  the  interests  of  the 
allies,  in  consideration  of  his  obtaining  the  electoral  dig- 
nity.    King  William  exerted  himself  so  vigorously  in 
his  behalf  at  the  court  of  Vienna,  that  the  emperor  agreed 
to  the  proposal,  in  case  the  consent  of  the  other  electors 
could  be  procured.     This  assent,  however,  was  extorted 
by  the  importunities  of  the  King  of  England,  whom  he 
durst  not  disoblige.     Leopold  was  blindly  bigoted  to  the 
religion  of  Rome,  and  consequently  averse  to  a  new 
creation  that  would  weaken  the  Catholic  interest  in  the 
electoral  college.    He,  therefore,  employed  his  emissaries 

*  At  this  period  Queen  Mary,  understanding  that  the  Protestant  Yaudois  were 
destitute  of  ministers  to  preach  or  teach  the  gospel,  estahlished  a  fund  from  her 
own  privy  purse,  to  maintain  ten  preachers,  and  as  many  schoolmasters,  in  the 
valleys  of  Piedmont. 
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CHAP,  to  thwart  the  duke's  measures.  Some  Protestant  princes 
••    ,  opposed  him  from  motives  of  jealousy,  and  the  French 

ie92.  ]j^ing  used  all  his  artifice  and  influence  to  prevent  the 
elevation  of  the  house  of  Hanover.  When  the  duke 
had  surmounted  all  this  opposition,  so  fieir  as  to  gain  over 
a  majority  of  the  electors,  new  ohjections  were  started. 
The  emperor  suggested  that  another  popish  electorate 
should  be  created,  to  balance  the  advantage  which  the 
Lutherans  would  reap  from  that  of  Hanover ;  and  he 
proposed  that  Austria  should  be  raised  to  the  same  dig- 
nity :  but  violent  opposition  was  made  to  this  expedient, 
which  would  have  vested  the  emperor  with  a  double  vote 
in  the  electoral  college.  At  length,  after  a  tedious  ne- 
gotiation, the  Duke  of  Hanover,  on  the  nineteenth  day 
of  December,  was  honoured  with  the  investiture,  as 
Elector  of  Brunswick ;  created  great  marshal  of  the  em- 
pire, and  did  homage  to  the  emperor :  nevertheless,  he 
was  not  yet  admitted  into  the  college,  because  he  had 
not  been  able  to  procure  the  unanimous  consent  of  all 
the  electors'. 

^  In  the  beginning  of  September  the  shock  of  an  earthquake  was  felt  in  London, 
and  many  other  parts  of  England,  as  well  as  in  France,  Germany,  and  the  Nether- 
lands. Violent  agitations  of  the  same  kind  had  happened  about  two  months  before 
in  Sicily  and  Malta ;  and  the  town  of  Port-Royal,  in  Jamaica,  was  almost  totally 
ruined  by  an  earthquake  ;  the  place  was  so  suddenly  overflowed,  that  about  fifteen 
hundred  persons  perished. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

False  Information  against  the  Ea&l  of  Marlborough,  thb  Bishop  of  Ro- 
chester, AND  OTHERS. —  SOURCES  OF  NATIONAL  DISCONTENT. —  DISSENSION  BE- 
TWEEN THE  Queen  and  the  Princess  Anne  of  Denmark.  —  The  House  of 

'  Lords  vindicate  their  Privileges  in  behalf  of  their  imprisoned  Members. 
— The  Commons  present  Addresses  to  the  King  and  Queen. — They  acquit 
Admiral  Russel,  and  resolve  to  advise  his  Majesty. — They  comply  with 
all  the  Demands  of  the  Ministry.  —  The  Lords  present  an  Address  op 
Advice  to  the  King. — Dispute  between  the  Lords  and  Commons  concerning 
Admiral  Russel. — The  Commons  address  the  King. — They  establish  the 
Land-tax  and  other  Impositions.  —  Burnet's  pastoral  Letter  burned  by 
the  Hangman.  —  Proc^sedings  of  the  Lower  House  against  the  Practice 
OF  Kidnapping  Men  for  the  Service. — The  two  Houses  address  the  King 
ON  the  Grievances  of  Ireland. — An  Account  of  the  Place-bill,  and  that 
FOR  Triennial  Parliaments. — The  Commons  petition  his  Majesty  that  he 
would  dissolve  the  East  India  Company.  —  Trial  of  Lord  Mohun  for 
Murder. — Alterations  in  the  Ministry. — The  King  repairs  to  the  Con- 
tinent, AND  assembles  THE  CONFEDERATE  ArMY   IN   FlANDERS. — ThE   FrENCH 

reduce  Huy.  —  Luxembourg   resolves  to  attack  the  Allies  —  who  are 

DEFEATED  AT   LaNDF.N. — ChARIJSROY   IS  BESIEGED  AND    TAKEN    BY  THE    EnEMT. 

— Campaign  on  the  Rhine. — The  Duke  of  Savoy  is  defeated  by  Catinat 
IN  THE  Plain  of  Marsaglia.— Transactions  in  Hungary  and  Catalonia. — 
Naval  Affairs. — A  Fleet  of  merchant  Ships,  under  Convoy  of  Sir  George 
RooKE,  attacked,  and  partly  destroyed  by  the  French  Squadrons. — 
Wheeler's  Expedition  to  the  West  Indies. — Benbow  bombards  St.  Ma- 
LOES. — The  French  King  has  recourse  to  the  Mediation  of  Denmark. — 
Severity  of  the  Government  against  the  Jacobites. — Complaisance  of  the 
Scottish  Parliament. — The  King  returns  to  England,  makes  some  Changes 
IN  THE  Ministry,  and  opens  the  Session  of  Parliament.  —  Both  Houses 
inquire  into  the  Miscarriages  by  Sea.  —  The  Commons  grant  a  vast  Sum 
FOR  THE  Services  of  the  ensuing  Year. — The  King  rejects  the  Bill 
against  free  and  impartial  Proceedings  in  Parliament;  and  the  Lower 
HovsE  remonstrates  on  this  Subject.  —  Establishment  of  the  Bank  of 
England. — The  East  India  Company  obtain  a  new  Charter. — Bill  for  a 

GENERAL   NATURALIZATION   DROPPED. — SiR  FrANCIS  WhEKLER    PERISHES    IN  A 

Storm.  —  The  English  attempt  to  make  a  Descent  in  Camaret-bay,   but 

ARE  repulsed  WITH  LoSS. — ThEY  BOMBARD  DiEPPE,  HaVRB-DE-GrACE,  DUN- 
KIRK, AND  Calais. — Admiral  Russel  sails  for  the  Mediterranean,  relieves 
Barcelona,  and  winters  at  Cadiz. — Campaign  in  Flanders.— The  Allies 
reduce  Huy. — The  Prince  of  Baden  passes  the  Rhine,  but  is  obliged  to 
repass  that  River. — Operations  in  Hungary. — Progress  of  the  French 
IN  Catalonia.  —  State  of  the  War  in  Piedmont.  —  The  King  returns  to 
England. — The  Parliament  meets. — The  Bill  for  Triennial  Parliaments 
receives  the  royal  Assent. — Death  of  Archbishop  Tillotson  and  of  Queen 
Mary. — Reconciliation  between  the  King  and  the  Princess  of  Denmark. 

While  King  William  seemed  wholly  engrossed  by  the    chap. 
afl&irs  of  the  continent,  England  was  distracted  by  domes-  .    ^^' 

16927 
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CHAP,    tic  dissension,  and  overspread  with  vice,  corruption,  and 
.    ^^'    .  profaneness.     Over  and  above  the  Jacobites,  there  was  a 
1602.     get  of  malecontents,  whose  number  daily  increased.  They 
formation   Hot  ouly  murmured  at  the  grievances  of  the  nation,  but 
agamstthe  composcd  and  published  elaborate  dissertations  upon  the 
Maribo-     Same  subject.     These  made  such  impressions  upon  the 
Bi8ho'*of   P^^P^®'  already  irritated  by  heavy  burdens,  distressed  in 
Rochester,  their  trade,  and  disappointed  in  their  sanguine  expecta- 
and  others.  i\qjj^^  ^jj^t  the  queeu  thought  it  necessary  to  check  the 
progress  of  those  writers,  by  issuing  out  a  proclamation, 
offering  a  reward  to  such  as  would  discover  seditious  li- 
bellers.    The  Earl  of  Marlborough  had  been  committed 
to  the  Tower,  on  the  information  of  one  Robert  Young, 
a  prisoner  in  Newgate,  who  had  forged  that  nobleman's 
hand-writing,  and  contrived  the  scheme  of  an  association 
in  favour  of  King  James,  to  which  he  affixed  the  names 
of  the  Earls  of  Marlborough  and  Salisbury,  Sprat,  bishop 
of  Rochester,  the  Lord  Cornbury,  and  Sir  Basil  Firebrace. 
One  of  his  emissaries  had  found  means  to  conceal  this 
paper  in  a  certain  part  of  the  bishop's  house,  at  Bromley 
in  Kent,  where  it  was  found  by  the  king's  messengers, 
who  secured  the  prelate  in  consequence  of  Young's  in- 
formation.    But  he  vindicated  himself  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  whole  council ;  and  the  forgery  of  the  informer 
was  detected  by  the  confession  of  his  accomplice.     The 
bishop  obtained  his  release  immediately,  and  the  Earl  of 
Marlborough  was  admitted  to  bail  in  the  court  of  King's- 
Bench. 
Sources  of       So  many  persons  of  character  and  distinction  had  been 

national        •  .  i      i       •  j.i_  •  •  j.i_         i  •    -l  j.      j.  • 

discontent,  imprisoued  duriug  this  reign,  upon  the  slightest  suspi- 
cion, that  the  discontented  part  of  the  nation  had  some 
reason  to  insinuate,  they  had  only  exchanged  one  tyrant 
for  another.  They  affirmed,  that  the  habeas-corpus  act 
was  either  insufficient  to  protect  the  subject  from  false 
imprisonment,  or  had  been  shamefully  misused.  They 
expatiated  upon  the  loss  of  shipa^  which  had  lately  fallen 
a  prey  to  the  enemy ;  the  consumption  of  seamen ;  the 
neglect  of  the  fisheries  ;  the  interruption  of  commerce, 
in  which  the  nation  was  supplanted  by  her  allies,  as  well 
as  invaded  by  her  enemies ;  the  low  ebb  of  the  kingdom's 
treasure,  exhausted  in  hiring  foreign  bottoms,  and  paying 
foreign  troops  to  fight  foreign  quarrels ;  and  the  sIaugh-> 
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ter  of  the  best  and  bravest  of  their  countrymen,  whose  chap. 
blood  had  been  lavishly  spilt  in  support  of  connexions  »  ^J*  ■ 
with  which  they  ought  to  have  had  no  concern.  They  ^®^' 
demonstrated  the  mischiefs  that  necessarily  arose  from 
the  unsettled  state  of  the  nation.  They  observed,  that 
the  government  could  not  be  duly  established,  until  a 
solemn  declaration  should  confirm  the  legality  of  that 
tenure  by  which  their  majesties  possessed  the  throne ; 
that  the  structure  of  Parliaments  was  deficient  in  point 
of  solidity,  as  they  existed  entirely  at  the  pleasure  of  the 
crown,  which  would  use  them  no  longer  than  they  should 
be  found  necessary  in  raising  supplies  for  the  use  of  the 
government.  They  exclaimed  against  the  practice  of 
quartering  soldiers  in  private  houses,  contrary  to  the  an- 
cient laws  of  the  land,  the  petition  of  rights,  and  the 
subsequent  acton  that  subject  passed  in  the  reign  of  the 
second  Charles.  They  enumerated  among  their  grievances 
the  violation  of  property,  by  pressing  transport  ships  into 
the  service,  without  settling  any  fund  of  payment  for  the 
owners ;  the  condition  of  the  militia,  which  was  equally 
burdensome  and  useless ;  the  flagrant  partiality  in  favour 
of  allies,  who  carried  on  an  open  commerce  with  France, 
and  supplied  the  enemy  with  necessaries,  while  the  Eng- 
lish laboured  under  the  severest  prohibitions,  and  were, 
in  effect,  the  dupes  of  those  very  powers  whom  they  pro- 
tected. They  dwelt  upon  the  ministry's  want  of  con- 
duct, foresight,  and  intelligence,  and  inveighed  against 
their  ignorance,  insolence,  and  neglect,  which  were  as 
pernicious  to  the  nation  as  if  they  had  formed  a  design 
of  reducing  it  to  the  lowest  ebb  of  disgrace  and  destruc- 
tion. By  this  time,  indeed,  public  virtue  was  become 
the  object  of  ridicule,  and  the  whole  kingdom  was  over- 
spread with  immorality  and  corruption ;  towards  the  in- 
crease of  which,  many  concurring  circumstances  happened 
to  contfibute.  The  people  were  divided  into  three  par- 
ties, namely,  the  Williamites,  the  Jacobites,  and  the  dis- 
contented Revolutioners :  these  factions  took  all  oppor- 
tunities to  thwart,  to  expose,  and  to  ridicule  the  measures 
and  principles  of  each  other:  so  that  patriotism  was 
laughed  out  of  doors,  as  an  hypocritical  pretence.  This 
contention  established  a  belief  that  every  man  consulted 
his  own  private  interest  at  the  expense  of  the  public :  a 

VOL.  I.  L 
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CHAP,  belief  that  soon  grew  into  a  maxim  almost  universally 
.  ^^'  .  adopted.  The  practice  of  bribing  a  majority  in  Parlia- 
1692.  ment  had  a  pernicious  influence  upon  the  morals  of  all 
ranks  of  people,  from  the  candidate  to  the  lowest  borough- 
elector.  The  expedient  of  establishing  funds  of  credit 
for  raising  supplies  to  defray  the  expenses  of  government, 
threw  large  premiums  and  sums  of  money  into  the  hands 
of  low,  sordid  usurers,  brokers,  and  jobbers,  who  distin- 
guished themselves  by  the  name  of  the  monied-interest. 
Intoxicated  by  this  flow  of  wealth,  they  afiected  to  rival 
the  luxury  and  magnificence  of  their  superiors ;  but  being 
destitute  of  sentiment  and  taste,  to  conduct  them  in 
their  new  career,  they  ran  into  the  most  absurd  and  illi- 
beral extravagancies.  They  laid  aside  all  decorum ;  be- 
came lewd,  insolent,  intemperate,  and  riotous.  Their 
example  was  caught  by  the  vulgar.  All  principle,  and 
even  decency,  was  gradually  banished ;  talent  lay  uncul- 
tivated, and  the  land  was  deluged  with  a  tide  of  ignorance 
and  profligacy. 
Dissension  King  William  having  ascertained  the  winter  quarters 
Ae^r^n  ^^  ^^^  army,  and  concerted  the  operations  of  the  ensuing 
and  the  campaign  with  the  States-General  and  the  ministers  of 
Aimed?  tl^®  allies,  set  sail  for  England  on  the  fifteenth  day  of 
Denmark.  October  I  ou  the  eighteenth  landed  at  Yarmouth,  was 
met  by  the  queen  at  Newhall,  and  passed  through  the 
city  of  London  to  Kensington,  amidst  the  acclamations 
of  the  populace.  He  received  a  congratulatory  address 
from  the  Lord-mayor  and  aldermen,  with  whom  he  dined 
in  public  by  invitation.  A  day  of  thanksgiving  was  ap- 
pointed for  the  victory  obtained  at  sea.  The  lutestring 
company  was  established  by  patent,  and  the  Parliament 
met  on  the  fourth  day  of  November.  The  House  of 
Lords  was  deeply  infected  with  discontent,  which  in  some 
measure  proceeded  from  the  dissension  between  the  queen 
and  her  sister,  the  Princess  of  Denmark,  which  last  under- 
went every  mortification  that  the  court  could  inflict.  Her 
guards  were  taken  away :  all  honours  which  had  been 
paid  to  her  rank  by  the  magistrates  of  Bath,  where  she 
sometimes  resided,  and  even  by  the  ministers  of  the 
church  where  she  attended  at  divine  service,  were  dis- 
continued by  the  express  order  of  his  majesty.  Her 
cause  was  naturally  espoused  by  those  noblemen  who  had 
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adhered  to  her  in  her  former  contest  with  the  king,  about  chap. 
an  independentsettlement;  and  these  were  now  reinforced  ^  \^'  . 
by  all  the  friends  of  the  Earl  of  Marlborough,  united  by  i^^- 
a  double  tie ;  for  they  resented  the  disgrace  and  confine- 
ment of  that  lord,  and  thought  it  their  duty  to  support 
the  Princess  Anne,  under  a  persecution  incurred  by  an 
attachment  to  his  countess.  The  Earl  of  Shrewsbury 
lived  in  friendship  with  Marlborough,  and  thought  he 
had  been  ungratefully  treated  by  the  king :  the  Marquis 
of  Halifax  befriended  him  from  opposition  to  the  mi- 
nistry :  the  Earl  of  Mulgrave,  for  an  opportunity  to  dis- 
play his  talents,  and  acquire  that  consideration  which  he 
thought  due  to  his  merit.  Devonshire,  Montague,  and 
Bradford,  joined  in  the  same  cause  from  principle :  the 
same  pretence  was  used  by  the  Earls  of  Stamford,  Mon- 
mouth, Warrington,  and  other  whigs,  though  in  effect 
they  were  actuated  by  jealousy  and  resentment  against 
those  by  whom  they  had  been  supplanted.  As  for  the 
Jacobites,  they  gladly  contributed  their  assistance  to  pro- 
mote any  scheme  that  had  a  tendency  to  embroil  the 
administration. 

The  king,  in  his  speech  to  Parliament,  thanked  them  Th<B  House 
for  their  last  supplies,  congratulated  them  upon  the  vie-  ^nd^M^te 
tory  obtained  at  sea,  condoled  them  on  the  bad  success  their  privi- 
of  the   campaign   by    land,   magnified    the    power  ofh^f^^^^ 
France,  represented  the  necessity  of  maintaining  a  great  impmoned 
force  to  oppose  it,  and  demanded  subsidies  equal  to  the  ™®™^®"- 
occasion.     He  expressed  his  reluctance  to  load  them  with 
additional  burdens,  which,  he  said,  could  not  be  avoided, 
without  exposing  his  kingdom  to  inevitable  destruction. 
He  desired  their  advice  towards  lessening  the  inconve^ 
nience  of  exporting  money  for  the  payment  of  the  forces. 
He  intimated  a  design  of  making  a  descent  upon  France ; 
declared  he  had  no  aim  but  to  make  his  subjects  a  happy 
people ;  and  that  he  would  again  cheerfully  expose  his 
life  for  the  welfare  of  the  nation.     The  Lords,  after  an 
adjournment  of  three  days,  began  with  great  warmth  to 
assert  their  privileges,  which  they  conceived  had  been 
violated  in  the  cases  of  the  Earl  of  Marlborough,  and 
the  other  noblemen,  who  had  been  apprehended,  com- 
mitted to  prison,  and  afterwards  admitted  to  bail  by  the 
court  of  King's-Bench.     These  circumstances  being  fully 
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CHAP,  discussed  in  a  violent  debate,  the  House  ordered  Lord 
,  ^^'  .  Lucas,  constable  of  the  Tower,  to  produce  the  warrants 
1692.  of  commitment,  and  the  clerk  of  the  King's- Bench  to 
deliver  the  affidavit  of  Aaron  Smith,  the  court  solicitor, 
upon  which  the  lords  had  been  remanded  to  prison.  At 
the  same  time  the  whole  affair  was  referred  to  a  commit- 
tee, empowered  to  send  for  persons,  papers,  and  records. 
The  judges  were  ordered  to  attend :  Aaron  Smith  was 
examined,  touching  the  evidence  against  the  committed 
lords.  The  committee  reported  their  general  resolution, 
which  produced  a  vehement  dispute.  The  opinion  of  the 
judges  was  unsatisfactory  to  both  parties :  the  debate  was 
referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  in  which  it 
was  resolved  and  declared,  as  the  sense  of  that  assembly, 
that  in  pursuance  of  the  habeas-corpus  act,  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  judges  and  gaol-delivery  to  discharge  the 
prisoner  on  bail,  if  committed  for  high  treason,  unless  it 
be  made  appear,  upon  oath,  that  there  are  two  witnesses 
against  the  said  prisoner,  who  cannot  be  produced  in  that 
term,  session,  or  general  gaol-delivery.  They  likewise 
resolved  it  was  the  intention  of  the  said  statute,  that  in 
case  there  should  be  more  than  one  prisoner  to  be  bailed 
or  remanded,  there  must  be  oath  made  that  there  are  two 
witnesses  against  each  prisoner,  otherwise  he  cannot  be 
remanded  to  prison.  These  resolutions  were  entered  in 
the  books,  as  standing  directions  to  all  future  judges, 
yet  not  without  great  opposition  from  the  court-members. 
The  next  debate  turned  upon  the  manner  in  which  the 
imprisoned  lords  should  be  set  at  liberty.  The  contest 
became  so  warm,  that  the  courtiers  began  to  be  afraid, 
and  proposed  an  expedient,  which  was  put  in  practice. 
The  House  adjourned  to  the  seventeenth  day  of  the 
month,  and  at  its  next  meeting  was  given  to  understand, 
that  the  king  had  discharged  the  imprisoned  noblemen. 
After  another  warm  debate,  a  formal  entry  was  made  in 
the  journals,  importing  that  the  House  being  informed 
of  his  majesty's  having  given  directions  for  discharging 
the  lords  under  bail  in  the  King's-Bench,  thj3  debate 
about  that  matter  ceased.  The  resentment  of  the  peers 
being  thus  allayed,  they  proceeded  to  take  his  majesty's 
speech  into  consideration. 

The  Commons  having  voted  an  address  of  thanks,  and 
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another,  praying  that  his  majesty's  foreign  alliances  should    chap. 
be  laid  before  them,  determined  on  a  bill  for  regulating  .     ^^'    . 
trials  in  cases  of  high  treason.     They  passed  a  vote  of  ^®^- 
thanks  to  Admiral  Russel,  his  oflScers,  and  seamen,  for  moL  pre- 
the  victory  they  had  obtained,  and  then  proceeded  to  an  ^"*  ^\ 
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inquiry,  why  that  victory  had  not  been  pursued ;  why  the  king 
the  descent  had  not  been  made ;  and  why  the  trade  had  "»d<l'»o«»* 
not  been  better  protected  from  the  enemy's  cruisers.  The 
admiral  having  justified  his  own  conduct,  they  com- 
manded the  lords  of  the  Admiralty  to  produce  copies  of 
all  the  letters  and  orders  which  had  been  sent  to  the 
admiral:  they  ordered  Russel  to  lay  before  them  his 
answers ;  and  the  commissioners  of  the  transports,  vic- 
tuallers, and  office  of  ordnance,  to  deliver  iu  an  account 
of  their  proceedings.  Then  they  presented  addresses  to 
the  king  and  queen,  acknowledging  the  favour  of  God 
in  restoring  him  to  his  people ;  congratulating  him  upon 
his  deliverance  from  the  snares  of  his  open  and  secret 
enemies ;  and  assuring  him  they  would,  according  to  his 
majesty's  desire  in  his  most  gracious  speech,  be  always 
ready  to  advise  and  assist  him  in  the  support  of  his 
government.  The  queen  was  thanked  for  her  gracious 
and  prudent  administration  during  his  majesty's  absence: 
they  congratulated  her  on  their  signal  deliverance  from  a 
bold  and  cruel  design  formed  for  their  destruction,  as 
well  as  on  the  glorious  victory  which  her  fleet  had 
gained ;  and  they  assured  her,  that  the  grateful  sense 
they  had  of  their  happiness  under  her  government  should 
always  be  manifested  in  constant  returns  of  duty  and 
obedience. 

After  this  formal  compliment,  the  House,  instead  of  Theyacquit 
proceeding  to  the  supplies,  insisted  upon  perusing  the  R^S^^ind 
treaties,  public  accounts,  and  estimates,  that  they  might  resolve  to 
be  in  a  condition  to  advise,  as  well  as  to  assist  his  ma-  majesty.*^ 
jesty.     Being  indulged  with  those  papers,  they  passed  a 
previous  vote,  that  a  supply  should  be  given ;  then  they 
began  to  concert  their  articles  of  advice.     Some  of  the 
members  loudly  complained  of  partiality  to  foreign  gene- 
rals, and  particularly  reflected  upon  the  insolence  of 
Count  Solmes,  and  his  misconduct  at  Steenkerke.  After 
some  warm  altercation,  the  House  resolved  one  article 
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CHAP,  of  their  advice  should  be,  that  his  majesty  would  be 
^^'  ,  pleased  to  fill  up  the  vacancies  that  should  happen  among 
1692.  ^\^Q  general  officers,  with  such  only  as  were  natives  of  his 
dominions,  and  that  the  commander-in-chief  of  the  Eng- 
lish should  be  an  Englishman.  Their  next  resolution 
implied,  that  many  of  the  great  affairs  of  the  govern- 
ment having  been  for  some  time  past  unsuccessfully 
managed,  the  House  should  advise  his  majesty  to  prevent 
such  mischiefs  for  the  future,  by  employing  men  of  know- 
ledge, ability,  and  integrity.  Individual  members  in- 
veighed bitterly  against  cabinet  councils,  as  a  novelty  in 
the  British  system  of  government,  by  which  the  privy- 
council  was  jostled  out  of  its  province.  They  complained 
that  all  the  grievances  of  the  nation  proceeded  from  the 
vicious  principles  of  the  ministry :  they  observed,  that 
he  who  opposed  the  establishment  could  not  be  expected 
to  support  it  with  zeal.  The  Earl  of  Nottingham  was 
mentioned  by  name,  and  the  House  resolved  that  his 
majesty  should  be  advised  to  employ  in  his  councils  such 
persons  only  whose  principles  obliged  them  to  support 
his  rights  against  the  late  king,  and  all  other  pretenders. 
Marlborough's  interest  still  predominated  among  the 
Commons.  His  friend  Russel  acquitted  himself  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  House,  and  shifted  the  blame  of  the 
miscarriage  upon  his  enemy  the  Earl  of  Nottingham,  by 
declaring  that  twenty  days  elapsed  between  his  first  letter 
to  that  nobleman  and  his  lordship's  answer.  The  earl's 
friends,  of  whom  there  was  a  great  number  in  the  House, 
espoused  his  cause  with  great  vigour,  and  even  recrimi- 
nated upon  Russel ;  so  that  a  very  violent  debate  ensued. 
Both  parties  agreed  that  there  had  been  mismanagement 
in  the  scheme  of  a  descent.  It  was  moved,  that  one 
cause  of  the  miscarriage  was  the  want  of  giving  timely 
and  necessary  orders,  by  those  to  whom  the  management 
of  the  affair  was  committed.  The  House  divided,  and  it 
was  carried  in  the  affirmative  by  one  voice  only.  At  the 
next  sitting  of  the  committee.  Sir  Richard  Temple  pro- 
posed they  should  consider  how  to  pay  the  forces  abroad, 
by  means  of  English  manufactures,  without  exporting 
money.  They  resolved  that  the  House  should  be  moved 
to  appoint  a  committee  to  take  this  expedient  into  con- 


WILLIAM  AND  MARY.  151 

sideration.     Sir   Francis  Winnington  was  immediately    chap. 
called  upon  to  leave  the  chair,  and  the  speaker  resumed      ^^-    , 
bis  place.     All  that  had  been  done  was  now  void,  as  no     1692. 
report  had  been  made ;  and  the  committee  was  dissolved. 
The  House,  however,  revived  it,  and  appointed  a  day  for 
its  sitting ;  but  before  it  could  resume  its  deliberations, 
Admiral  Russel  moved  for  its  being  adjourned,  and  all 
its  purposes  were  defeated. 

The  court  agents  had  by  this  time  interposed,  and  They  corn- 
secured  a  majority  by  the  infamous  arts  of  corruption.  {^^  ^**  ^ 
The  Commons  no  longer  insisted  upon  their  points  of  nwrndsof 
advice.  Their  whole  attention  was  now  centred  in  the  JJ®  "^"^ 
article  of  assistance.  They  granted  about  two  millions 
for  the  maintenance  of  three-and-thirty  thousand  seamen, 
the  building  of  some  additional  ships  of  war,  and  the 
finishing  of  Plymouth-dock ;  and  seven  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  pounds  to  supply  the  deficiency  of  the  quarterly 
poll.  The  estimates  of  the  land-service  were  not  dis- 
cussed without  tedious  debates,  and  warm  disputes.  The 
ministry  demanded  fifty-four  thousand  men,  twenty  thou- 
sand of  whom  should  be  kept  at  home  for  the  defence  of 
the  nation,  while  the  rest  should  serve  abroad  in  the 
allied  army.  Many  members  declared  their  aversion  to 
a  foreign  war,  in  which  the  nation  had  no  immediate 
concern,  and  so  little  prospect  of  success.  Others  agreed 
that  the  allies  should  be  assisted  on  the  continent  with 
a  proportion  of  British  forces;  but  that  the  nation  should 
act  as  an  auxiliary,  not  as  a  principal,  and  pay  no  more 
than  what  the  people  would  cheerfully  contribute  to  the 
general  expense.  These  reflections,  however,  produced 
no  other  effect  than  that  of  prolonging  the  debate.  Minis- 
terial influence  had  surmounted  all  opposition.  The 
House  voted  the  number  of  men  demanded.  Such  was 
their  servile  complaisance,  that  when  they  examined  the 
treaties  by  which  the  English  and  Dutch  contracted 
equally  with  the  German  princes,  and  found  that,  not- 
withstanding these  treaties,  Britain  bore  two-thirds  of 
the  expense,  they  overlooked  this  flagrant  instance  of 
partiality,  and  enabled  the  king  to  pay  the  proportion. 
Nay,  their  maxims  were  so  much  altered,  that  instead  of 
prosecuting  their  resentment  against  foreign  generals. 
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CHAP,    they  assented  to  a  motion  that  the  Prince  of  Wirtembef g, 
.    j^y*    .  the  Major-Generals  Tetteau  and  La  Forest,  who  com- 
1602.     manded  the  Danish  troops  in  the  pay  of  the  States- 
General,  should  be  indulged  with  such  an  addition  to 
their  appointments  as  would  make  up  the  difference  be- 
tween the  pay  of  England  and  that  of  Holland.     Finally, 
they  voted  above  two  millions  for  the  subsistence  of  the 
land-forces,  and  for   defraying   extraordinary  expenses 
attending  the  war  upon  the  continent,  including  subsidies 
to  the  Electors  of  Saxony  and  Hanover. 
The  Lords      The  Houso  of  Lords,  meanwhile,  was  not  free  from 
Sdd^of  ^^™^sity  and  contention.      The  Marlborough  faction 
advice  to    oxertod  thomsclves  with  great  vivacity.     They  aflSbrmed, 
the  king,    j^  ^^^g  ^j^^  proviuco  of  their  House  to  advise  the  sove- 
reign :  like  the  Commons,  they  insisted  upon  the  king's 
having  asked  their  advice,  because  he  had  mentioned 
that  word  in  his  speech,  though  he  never  dreamed  that 
they  would  catch  at   it  with  such   eagerness.      They 
moved,  that  the  task  of  digesting  the  articles  of  advice 
should  be  undertaken  by  a  joint   committee  of  both 
houses :  but  all  the  dependents  of  the  court,  including 
the  whole  bench  of  Bishops,  except  Watson  of  St.  Da- 
vid's, were  marshalled  to  oppose  this  motion,  which  was 
rejected  by  a  majority  of  twelve ;  and  this  victory  was 
followed  with  a  protest  of  the  vanquished.     Notwith- 
standing this  defeat,  they  prosecuted  their  scheme  of 
giving  advice ;  and  after  much  wrangling  and  declama- 
tion, the  House  agreed  in  an  address  or  remonstrance, 
advising  and  beseeching  his  majesty  that  the  command- 
ing officer  of  the  British  forces  should  be  an  English- 
man :  that  English  officers  might  take  rank  of  those  in 
the  confederate  armies  who  did  not  belong  to  crowned 
heads :  that  the  twenty  thousand  men  to  be  left  for  the 
defence  of  the  kingdom  should  be  all  English,  and  com- 
manded by  an  English  general :  that   the  practice  of 
pressing  men  for  the  fleet  should  be  remedied  :  that  such 
officers  as  were  guilty  of  this  practice  should  be  cashiered 
and  punished :  and,  lastly,  that  no  foreigners  should  sit 
at  the  board  of  ordnance.     This  address  was  presented 
to  the  king,  who  received  it  coldly,  and  said  he  would 
take  it  into  consideration. 
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Then  the  Lords  resolved  to  inquire  into  the  miscar-  chap. 
riage  of  the  purposed  descent,  and  called  for  all  the  papers  .  ^^'  , 
relating  to  that  aflair;  but  the  aim  of  the  majority  was  .1^2. 
not  so  much  to  rectify  the  errors  of  the  government,  as  betSera 
to  screen  Nottingham,  and  censure  Russel.  That  noble-  tii«  if"is 
nian  produced  his  own  book  of  entries,  together  with  mons  con- 
the  whole  correspondence  between  him  and  the  admiral,  ^f^ 
whom  he  verbally  charged  with  having  contributed  to  RuBsei. 
the  miscarriage  of  the  expedition.  This  afiair  was  re- 
ferred to  a  committee.  Sir  John  Ashby  was  examined. 
The  House  directed  the  earl  to  draw  up  the  substance 
of  his  charge ;  and  these  papers  were  afterwards  delivered 
to  a  committee  of  the  Commons,  at  a  conference  by  the 
Lord-president,  and  the  rest  of  the  committee  above. 
They  were  offered  for  the  inspection  of  the  Commons, 
as  they  concerned  some  members  of  that  House,  by 
whom  they  might  be  informed  more  fully  of  the  particu- 
lars they  contained.  At  another  conference,  which  the 
Commons  demanded,  their  committee  declared,  in  the 
name  of  the  House,  that  they  had  read  and  well  con- 
sidered the  papers  which  their  lordships  had  sent  them, 
and  which  they  now  returned  :  that,  finding  Mr.  Russel, 
one  of  their  members,  often  mentioned  in  the  said 
papers,  they  had  unanimously  resolved,  that  Admiral 
Russel,  in  his  command  of  the  fleets,  during  the  last 
summer's  expedition,  had  behaved  with  fidelity,  courage, 
and  conduct.  The  Lords,  irritated  at  this  declaration, 
and  disappointed  in  their  resentment  against  Russel,  de- 
sired a  free  conference  between  the  committees  of  both 
Houses.  The  Earl  of  Rochester  told  the  Commons,  he 
was  commanded  by  the  House  of  Lords  to  inform  them, 
that  their  lordships  looked  upon  the  late  vote  and  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Lower  House,  in  returning  their  papers, 
to  be  irregular  and  unparliamentary,  as  they  had  not 
communicated  to  their  lordships  the  lights  they  had  re- 
ceived, and  the  reasons  upon  which  their  vote  was 
founded.  A  paper  to  the  same  purport  was  delivered 
to  Colonel  Granville,  who  promised  to  present  it  to  the 
Commons,  and  make  a  faithful  report  of  what  his  lordship 
had  said.  Thus  the  conference  ended,  and  the  inquiry 
was  discontinued. 

The  Lower  House  seemed  to  be  as  much  exasperated 
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CHAP,    against  the  Earl  of  Nottingham  as  the  Lords  were  in- 
.    ^^'    >  censed  at  Russel.     A  motion  was  made  that  his  majesty 
1^2.     should  be  advised  to  appoint  such  commissioners  of  the 
monsad-    board  of  Admiralty  as   were  of  known  experience  in 
kiiT^The  ^^^^^^^^^  affitirs.      Although  this  was    overruled,  they 
establish    voted  an  address  to  the  king,  praying  that,  for  the  future, 
tox  imd      ^^^  orders  for  the  management  of  the  fleet  might  pass 
other  ira-    through  the  hands  of  the  said  commissioners ;  a  protest 
positions.    |jy  implication  against  the    conduct  of  the   secretary. 
The  consideration  of  ways  and  means  was  the  next  object 
that  engrossed  the  attention  of  the  Lower  House.    They 
resolved  that  a  rate  of  four  shillings  in  the  pound,  for 
one  year,  should  be  charged  upon  all  lands,  according  to 
their  yearly  value  ;  as  also  upon  all  personal  estates,  and 
upon  all  offices  and  employments  of  profit  other  than 
military  offices  in  the  army  or  navy.     The  act  founded 
on  this  resolution  empowered  the  king  to  borrow  money 
on  the  credit  of  it,  at  seven  per  cent.     They  further 
enabled  him  to  raise  one  million  on  the  general  credit  of 
the  exchequer,  by  granting  annuities.    They  laid  several 
new  duties  on  a  variety  of  imports.     They  renewed  the 
last  quarterly  poll,  providing,  that  in  case  it  should  not 
produce  three  hundred  thousand  pounds,  the  deficiencies 
might  be  made  up  by  borrowing  on  the  general  credit 
of  the  exchequer.     They  continued  the  impositions  on 
wine,  vinegar,  tobacco,  and  sugar,  for  five  years;  and 
those  on  East  India  goods  for  four  years.     They  laid  a 
new  imposition  of  eight  per  cent,  on  the  capital  stock  of 
the  East  India  company,  estimated  at  seven  hundred  and 
forty-four  thousand  pounds;  of  one  per  cent,  on  the 
African  ;  of  five  pounds  on  every  share  of  the  stock  be- 
longing to  the  Hudson's  Bay  company;  and  they  em- 
powered his  majesty  to  borrow  five  hundred  thousand 
pounds  on  these  funds,  which  were  expressly  established 
for  maintaining  the  war  vdth  vigour*. 
Burnet's         The  monev-biUs  were  retarded  in  the  Upper  House  by 
letter        ^he  arts  of  Halifax,  Mulgrave,  and  other  malecontents. 
burned  by  They  grafted  a  clause  on  the  land-tax  bill,  importing, 
ang.    ^^^^  ^g^  Lords  should  tax  themselves.     It  was  adopted 


man 


A  The  French  king  hearing  how  liberally  William  was  supplied,  exebiimed  with 
some  emotion,*'  My  Uttle  cousin  the  Prince  of  Orange  is  fixed  in  the  saddle — ^but, 
no  matter^  the  last  Louis  d'or  must  carry  it.'' 
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by  the  majority,  and  the  bill  sent  with  this  amendment    chap. 

to  the  Commons,  by  whom  it  was  unanimously  rejected  >        * 

as  a  flagrant  attempt  upon  their  privileges.  They  de-  ^^®^* 
manded  a  conference,  in  which  they  declared  that  the 
clause  in  question  was  a  notorious  encroachment  upon  the 
right  the  Commons  possessed  of  regulating  all  matters 
relating  to  supplies  granted  by  Parliament.  When  this 
report  was  debated  in  the  House  of  Lords,  the  Earl  of 
Mulgrave  displayed  uncommon  powers  of  eloquence  and 
argument,  in  persuading  the  House,  that  by  yielding  to 
this  claim  of  the  Commons,  they  would  divest  themselves 
of  their  true  greatness,  and  nothing  would  remain  but 
the  name  and  shadow  of  a  peer,  which  was  but  a  pageant. 
Notwithstanding  all  his  oratory,  the  Lords  relinquished 
their  clause,  declaring,  at  the  same  time,  that  they  had 
agreed  to  pass  the  bill  without  alteration,  merely  in  re- 
gard to  the  present  urgent  state  of  affairs,  as  being  other- 
wise of  opinion,  that  they  had  a  right  to  insist  upon  their 
clause.  A  formal  complaint  being  made  in  the  House 
of  Commons  against  the  pamphlet  entitled,  "  King  Wil- 
liam and  Queen  Mary  Conquerors,"  as  containing  asser- 
tions of  dangerous  consequence  to  their  majesties,  to  the 
liberty  of  the  subject,  and  the  peace  of  the  kingdom,  the 
licenser  and  printer  were  taken  into  custody.  The  book 
being  examined,  they  resolved  that  it  should  be  burned 
by  the  hands  of  the  common  hangman ;  and,  that  the 
king  should  be  moved  to  dismiss  the  licenser  from  his 
employment.  The  same  sentence  they  pronounced  upon 
a  pastoral  letter  of  Bishop  Burnet,  in  which  this  notion 
of  conquest  had  been  at  first  asserted.  The  Lords,  in 
order  to  manifest  their  sentiments  on  the  same  subject, 
resolved,  that  such  an  assertion  was  highly  injurious  to 
their  majesties,  inconsistent  with  the  principles  on  which 
the  government  was  founded,  and  tending  to  the  subver- 
sion of  the  rights  of  the  people.  Bohun,  the  licenser, 
was  brought  to  the  bar  of  the  House,  and  discharged 
upon  his  own  petition,  after  having  been  reprimanded  on 
his  knees  by  the  speaker. 

Several  members  having  complained  that  their  servants  Proceed- 
had  been  kidnapped,  and  sent  to  serve  as  soldiers  in  ^^^j^***® 
Flanders,  the  House  appointed  a  committee  to  inquire  House 
into  the  abuses  committed  by  press-masters ;  and  a  suit-  pSctfce^of 


men 
service. 
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CHAP,   able  remonstrance  was  presented  to  the  king,  who  ex- 
.   ^y-  .  pressed  his  indignation  at  this  practice,  and  assured  the 
1692.     House  that  the  delinquents  should  be  brought  to  exem- 
*  "forihl  plary  punishment.  Understanding,  however,  in  the  sequel, 
that  the  methods  taken  by  his  majesty  for  preventing 
this  abuse  had  not  proved  effectual,  they  riesumed  their 
inquiry,  and  proceeded  with  uncommon  vigour  on  the 
information  they  received.     A  great  number  of  persons 
who  had  been  pressed  were  discharged  by  order  of  the 
House ;  and  Captain  Winter,  the  chief  undertaker  of  this 
method  of  recruiting  the  army,  was  carried  by  the  sergeant 
before  the  lord  chief  justice,  that  he  might  be  prosecuted 
according  to  law. 
The  two         Before  the  heats  occasioned  by  this  unpopular  expe- 
dress  the    dieut  woro  allayed,  the  discontent  of  the  nation  was  fur- 
king  on  the  (jjj^j.  inflamed  by  complaints  from  Ireland,  where  Lord 

grievances   ^,_  •'  i.ii  •  i.  mi 

of  Ireland.  Sidney  was  said  to  rule  vnth  despotic  authority.  These 
complaints  were  exhibited  by  Sir  Francis  Brewster,  Sir 
William  Gore,  Sir  John  Macgill,  Lieutenant  Stafford, 
Mr.  Stone,  and  Mr.  Kerne.  They  were  examined  at  the 
bar  of  the  House,  and  delivered  an  account  of  their  griev- 
ances in  writing.  Both  Houses  concurred  in  this  inquiry, 
which  being  finished,  they  severally  presented  addresses 
to  the  king.  The  Lords  observed,  that  there  had  been 
great  abuses  in  disposing  of  the  forfeited  estates :  that 
protections  had  been  granted  to  the  Irish  not  included 
in  the  articles  of  Limerick ;  so  that  Protestants  were  de- 
prived of  the  benefit  of  the  law  against  them  ;  that  the 
quarters  of  the  army  had  not  been  paid  according  to 
the  provision  made  by  Parliament :  that  a  mayor  had 
been  imposed  upon  the  city  of  Dublin  for  two  years  suc- 
cessively, contrary  to  the  ancient  privileges  and  charter : 
that  several  persons  accused  of  murder  had  been  executed 
without  proof;  and  one  Sweetman,  the  most  guilty,  dis- 
charged without  prosecution.  The  Commons  spoke  more 
freely  in  their  address :  they  roundly  explained  the 
abuses  and  mismanagement  of  that  government,  by  ex- 
posing the  Protestant  subjects  to  the  free  quarter  and 
violence  of  a  licentious  army ;  by  recruiting  the  troops 
with  Irish  Papists,  who  had  been  in  open  rebellion  against 
his  majesty;  by  granting  protections  to  Irish  Roman 
Catholics,  whereby  the  course  of  the  law  was  stopped ; 
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by  reversing  outlawries  for  high  treason,  not  compre-  chap. 
hended  in  the  articles  of  Limerick  ;  by  letting  the  for-  ^  ^^'  . 
feited  estates  at  an  under  value,  to  the  prejudice  of  his  ^^92. 
majesty's  revenue ;  by  embezzling  the  stores  left  in  the 
towns  and  garrisons  by  the  late  King  James,  as  well  as 
the  effects  belonging  to  the  forfeited  estates,  which  might 
have  been  employed  for  the  better  preservation  of  the 
kingdom ;  and,  finally,  by  making  additions  to  the  arti- 
cles of  Limerick,  after  the  capitulation  was  signed,  and 
the  place  surrendered.  They  most  humbly  besought  his 
majesty  to  redress  these  abuses,  which  had  greatly  encou- 
raged the  Papists,  and  weakened  the  Protestant  interest 
in  Ireland.  The  king  graciously  received  both  addresses, 
and  promised  to  pay  a  particular  regard  to  all  remon- 
strances that  should  come  from  either  House  of  Parlia- 
ment :  but  no  material  step  was  taken  against  the  Lords 
Sidney,  Athlone,  and  Coningsby,  who  appeared  to  have 
engrossed  great  part  of  the  forfeitures  by  grants  from 
the  crown ;  and  even  Commissioner  Culliford,  who  had 
been  guilty  of  the  most  grievous  acts  of  oppression,  es- 
caped with  impunity. 

The  old  whig  principle  was  not  yet  wholly  expelled  An  account 
from  the  Lower  House.     The  undue  influence  of  thOpi^e^iii, 
court  was  exerted  in  such  an  open,  scandalous  manner,  and  that  for 
as  gave  ofience  to  the  majority  of  the  Commons.     In  the  p]^iu* 
midst  of  all  their  condescension,  Sir  Edward  Hussey,  "«*>*«• 
member  for  Lincoln,  brought  in  a  bill  touching  free  and 
impartial  proceedings  in  Parliament.     It  was  intended  to 
disable  all  members  of  Parliament  from  enjoying  places 
of  trust  and  profit,  and  particularly  levelled  against  the 
oflScers  of  the  army  and  navy,  who  had  insinuated  them- 
selves into  the  House  in  such  numbers,  that  this  was 
commonly  called  the  oflScers'  Parliament.    The  bill  passed 
the  House  of  Commons,  and  was  sent  up  to  the  Lords, 
by  whom  it  was  read  a  second  time,  and  committed :  but 
the  ministry  employing  their  whole  strength  against  it, 
on  the  report  it  was  thrown  out  by  a  majority  of  two 
voices.     The  Earl  of  Mulgrave  again  distinguished  him- 
self by  his  elocution,  in  a  speech  that  was  held  in  great 
veneration  by  the  people ;  and  among  those  who  entered 
a  protest  in  the  journals  of  the  House,  when  the  majority 
rejected  the  bill,  was  Prince  George  of  Denmark,  Duke 
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CHAP,  of  Cumberland.  The  court  had  not  recollected  them- 
V  ^^'  .  selves  from  the  consternation  produced  by  such  a  vigor- 
1692.  ous  opposition,  when  the  Earl  of  Shrewsbury  produced 
another  bill  for  triennial  Parliaments,  providing  that  there 
should  be  an  annual  session ;  that  if,  at  the  expiration  of 
three  years,  the  crown  should  not  order  the  writs  to  be 
issued,  the  lord  chancellor,  or  keeper,  or  commissioner  of 
the  great  seal,  should  issue  them  eof  officio^  and  by  autho- 
rity of  this  act,  under  severe  penalties.  The  immediate 
object  of  this  bill  was  the  dissolution  of  the  present  Par- 
liament, which  had  already  sat  three  sessions,  and  began 
to  be  formidable  to  the  people  from  its  concessions  to  the 
ministry.  The  benefits  that  would  accrue  to  the  con- 
stitution from  the  establishment  of  triennial  Parliaments 
were  very  well  understood,  as  these  points  had  been 
frequently  discussed  in  former  reigns.  The  courtiers  now 
objected,  that  frequent  elections  would  render  the  free- 
holders proud  and  insolent,  encourage  faction  among  the 
electors,  and  entail  a  continual  expense  upon  the  member, 
as  he  would  find  himself  obliged,  during  the  whole  time 
of  his  sitting,  to  behave  like  a  candidate,  conscious  how 
soon  the  time  of  election  would  revolve.  In  spite  of  the 
ministerial  interest  in  the  Upper  House,  the  bill  passed, 
and  contained  a  proviso,  that  the  present  Parliament 
should  not  continue  any  longer  than  the  month  of  Janu- 
ary next  ensuing.  The  court  renewed  its  efforts  against 
it  in  the  House  of  Commons,  where,  nevertheless,  it  was 
carried,  with  some  little  alterations,  which  the  Lords  ap- 
proved. But  all  these  endeavours  were  frustrated  by  the 
prerogative  of  the  king,  who,  by  refusing  his  assent,  pre- 
vented its  being  enacted  into  a  law. 
The  Com-  It  was  at  the  instigation  of  the  ministry,  that  the  Com- 
tio^is^^  mons  brought  in  a  bill  for  continuing  and  explaining 
iesty  that  certain  temporary  laws  then  expiring,  or  expired.  Among 
dfsa^ivethe  thcsc  was  an  act  for  restraining  the  liberty  of  the  press. 
East  India  which  owcd  its  Original  to  the  reign  of  Charles  II.  and 
company,  j^^^  \^qq\s^  rcvived  in  the  first  year  of  the  succeeding 
reign.  The  bill  passed  the  Lower  House  without  diffi- 
culty, but  met  with  warm  opposition  in  the  House  of 
Lords ;  a  good  number  of  whom  protested  against  it,  as 
a  law  that  subjected  all  learning  and  true  information  to 
the  arbitrary  will  of  a  mercenary,  and,  perhaps,  ignorant 
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licenser,  destroyed  the  properties  of  authors,  and  extended  chap. 
the  evil  of  monopolies.  The  bill  for  regulating  trials  was  l  ^^'  . 
dropped,  and,  in  lieu  of  it,  another  produced  for  the  pre-  ^®^- 
servation  of  their  majesties'  sacred  persons,  and  govem- 
meirt :  but  this  too  was  rejected  by  the  majority,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  ministry's  secret  management.  The  East  ad.  1693. 
India  company  narrowly  escaped  dissolution.  Petitions 
and  counter-petitions  were  delivered  into  the  House  of 
Commons :  the  pretensions  on  both  sides  were  carefully 
examined :  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  resolved 
that  there  should  be  a  new  subscription  of  a  joint-stock, 
not  exceeding  two  millions  five  hundred  thousand  pounds, 
to  continue  for  one-and-twenty  years.  The  report  was 
made  and  received,  and  the  public  expected  to  see  the 
afiair  brought  to  a  speedy  issue :  but  the  company  had 
recourse  to  the  same  expedients,  which  had  lately  proved 
so  successful  in  the  hands  of  the  ministry.  Those  who 
had  been  the  most  warm  in  detectingtheirabuses  suddenly 
cooled ;  and  the  prosecution  of  the  afiair  began  to  languish. 
Not  but  that  the  House  presented  an  address  to  his 
majesty,  praying  that  he  would  dissolve  the  company 
upon  three  years'  warning,  according  to  the  condition  of 
their  charter.  He  told  tbem  he  would  consider  their 
address ;  and  they  did  not  further  urge  their  remon- 
strance. The  bill  for  ascertaining  the  commissions  and 
salaries  of  the  judges,  to  which  the  king  had  refused  the 
royal  assent  in  the  last  session,  was  revived,  twice  read, 
and  rejected ;  and  another,  for  preventing  the  exporta- 
tion and  melting  of  the  coin,  they  suffered  to  lie  neglected 
on  the  table.  On  the  fourteenth  day  of  March,  the  king 
put  an  end  to  the  session,  after  having  thanked  the  Par- 
liament for  so  great  testimonies  of  their  affection,  and 
promised  the  supplies  should  not  be  misapplied.  He 
observed,  that  the  posture  of  affairs  called  him  abroad ; 
but  that  he  would  leave  a  sufficient  number  of  troops  for 
the  security  of  the  kingdom :  he  assured  them  he  would 
expose  his  person  upon  all  occasions  for  the  advantage  of 
these  kingdoms ;  and  use  his  utmost  endeavours  to  make 
them  a  flourishing  nation  ^. 

b  The  other  laws  made  in  this  session  were  those  that  follow : — An  Act  for  pre- 
yenting  suits  against  such  as  had  acted  for  their  majesties'  service  in  defence  of 
this  kingdomr— An  Act  for  raising  the  militia  in  the  year  1693 — An  Act  authorizing 
the  judges  to  empower  such  persons,  other  than  common  attorneys  and  solicitors, 
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CHAP.  During  the  course  of  this  session,  Lord  Mohun  was 
v__i^^l__^  indicted  and  tried  by  his  peers,  in  Westminster-hall,  as  an 
™  }^^'  accomplice  in  the  murder  of  one  Montford,  a  celebrated 
Lord  Mo-  comedian,  the  Marquis  of  Caermarthen  acting  as  lord- 
murder  Steward  upon  this  occasion.  The  judges  having  been 
Alterations  cousultcd,  the  Pcors  proceeded  to  give  their  judgments 
istpyr  ^^^  seriatim,  and  Mohun  was  acquitted  by  a  great  majority. 
The  king,  who,  from  his  first  accession  to  the  throne,  had 
endeavoured  to  trim  the  balance  between  the  whigs  and 
tories,  by  mingling  them  together  in  his  ministry,  made 
some  alterations  at  this  period  that  savoured  of  the  same 
policy.  The  great  seal,  with  the  title  of  lord-keeper,  was 
bestowed  upon  Sir  John  Somers,  who  was  well  skilled  in 
the  law,  as  in  many  other  branches  of  polite  and  useful 
literature.  He  possessed  a  remarkable  talent  for  business, 
in  which  he  exerted  great  patience  and  assiduity ;  was 
gentle,  candid,  and  equitable ;  a  whig  in  principles,  yet 
moderate,  pacific,  and  conciliating.  Of  the  same  temper 
was  Sir  John  Trenchard,  now  appointed  secretary  of  state. 
He  had  been  concerned  with  the  Duke  of  Monmouth, 
and  escaped  to  the  continent,  where  he  lived  some  years ; 
was  calm,  sedate,  well  acquainted  with  foreign  affairs, 
and  considered  as  a  leading  man  in  his  party.  These 
two  are  said  to  have  been  promoted  at  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Earl  of  Sunderland,  who  had  by  this  time  in- 
sinuated himself  into  the  king's  favour  and  confidence ; 
though  his  success  confirmed  the  opinion  which  many 
entertained,  of  his  having  betrayed  his  old  master.  The 
leaders  of  the  opposition  were  Sir  Edward  Seymour,  again 
become  a  malecontent,  and  Sir  Christopher  Musgrave,  a 
gentleman  of  Cumberland,  who,  though  an  extravagant  tory 
from  principle,  had  refused  to  concur  with  all  the  designs 
of  the  late  king.  He  was  a  person  of  a  grave  and  regular 
deportment,  who  had  rejected  many  offers  of  the  ministry, 

as  they  should  think  fit,  to  take  special  bail,  except  in  London,  Westminster,  and 
ten  miles  round — An  Act  to  encourage  the  apprehending  of  highwaymen — An  Act 
for  preventing  clandestine  marriages — An  Act  for  the  regaining,  encouraging,  and 
settling  the  Greenland  trade — An  Act  to  prevent  malicious  informations  in  the 
court  of  King's- Bench,  and  for  the  more  easy  reversal  of  outlawries  in  that  court 
— An  Act  for  the  better  discovery  of  judgments  in  the  courts  of  law — An  Act  for 
delivering  declarations  to  prisoners  for  debt — An  Act  for  regulating  proceedings 
in  the  Crown-office — An  Act  for  the  more  easy  discovery  and  conviction  of  such 
as  should  destroy  the  game  of  this  kingdom — And  an  Act  for  continuing  the  Acts 
for  prohibiting  all  trade  and  commerce  with  France,  and  for  the  encouragement 
of  privateers. 
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which  he  had  opposed  with  great  violence :  yet  on  some    chap. 
critical  occasions,  his  patriotism  gave  way  to  his  avarice^  v    ^7*    > 
and  he  yielded  up  some  important  points,  in  considera-  „  ^^^f- 
tion  of  large  sums  which  he  received  from  the  court  in  Hiatoryof 
secret.     Others  declared  war  against  the  administration,  Bu^^t^ 
because  they  thought  their  own  talents  were  not  suffi-  Lives  of 
ciently  considered.     Of  these  the  chief  were  Paul  Foley  rafs.^^"^* 
and  Robert  Harley.     The  first  was  a  lawyer  of  good  sione's 
capacity,  extensive  learning,  and  virtuous  principles,  but  ^^, 
peevish,  obstinate,  and  morose.     He  entertained  a  very  quieres. 
despicable  opinion  of  the  court ;  and  this  he  propagated  juiphr* 
with  equal  assiduity  and  success.     Harley  possessed  a  TincUi. 
good  fund  of  learning ;  was  capable  of  uncommon  appli*  Tracts, 
cation,  particularly  turned  to  politics.     He  knew  the 
forms  of  Parliament,  had  a  particular  dexterity  at  pro- 
tracting and  perplexing  debates ;  and  cherished  to  most 
aspiring  ambition.     Admiral  Russel  was  created  treasurer 
of  the  household;  but  the  command  of  the  fleet  was 
vested  in  the  hands  of  Killigrew,  Delaval,  and  ShoveL 
Sir  George  Rooke  was  declared  vice-admiral  of  the  red, 
and  Lord  John  Berkeley,  of  the  blue  division ;  their  rear- 
admirals  were  Matthew  Aylmer  and  David  Mitchel. 

The  king  having  visited  the  fleet  and  fortifications  at  The  king 
Portsmouth,  given  instructions  for  annoying  the  enemy  by  theoonti- 
sea,  and  left  the  administration  in  the  hands  of  the  queen,  ^^^  ^^ 
embarked  on  the  last  day  of  March,  near  Gravesend,  and  the  confe- 
arrived  in  Holland  on  the  third  of  April.     The  troops  of  ^^^j^^ 
the  confederates  were  forthwith  ordered  to  assemble :  FUndera. 
but  while  he  was  employed  in  making  preparations  for 
the  campaign,  the  French  king  actually  took  the  field, 
attended  by  Madame  de  Maintenon,  and  all  the  court 
ladies.     His  design  was  supposed  to  be  upon  some  town 
in  Brabant:  his  army  amounted  to  one  hundred  and 
twenty  thousand  men,  completely  armed,  and  abundantly 
supplied  with  all  necessaries  for  every  sort  of  military 
operation.     King  William  immediately  took  possession 
of  the  strong  camp  at  Parke,  near  Louvain,  a  situation 
which  enabled  him  to  cover  the  places  that  were  most 
exposed.     Understanding  that  the  French  emissaries  had 
sown  the  seeds  of  dissension  between  the  bishop  and 
chapter  of  Liege,  he  sent  the  Duke  of  Wirtemberg 
thither,  to  reconcile  the  different  parties,  and  concert 
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CHAP,  measures  for  the  farther  isecurity  of  the  place.  He  rein- 
.  ^^'  >  forced  the  garrison  with  nine  batbalions ;  and  the  Elector 
1693.  Palatine  lay  with  his  troops  in  readiness  to  inarch  to 
its  relief.  William  likewise  threw  reinforcements  into 
Maestricht,  Huy,  a.nd  Charleroy ;  and  he  himself  resolved 
to  remain  on  the  defensive,  at  the  head  of  sixty  thousand 
men,  with  a  numerous  train  of  artillery. 
TheFrench  Louis  having  reviewed  his  army  at  Gemblours,  and 
Huy.^^  seen  his  demgns  upon  Brabant  defeated  by  the  diligence 
of  his  antagonist,  detached  BoufBers  with  twenty  thou- 
sand men  to  tbe  Upper  Rhine,  to  join  the  dauphin,  who 
commanded  in  that  quarter ;  then  leaving  the  conduct 
of  his  forces  in  the  Netherlands  to  the  Duke  of  Luxem- 
bourg, he  returned  with  his  court  to  Versailles.  Imme- 
diately after  his  departure,  Luxembourg  fixed  his  head- 
quarters at  Mildert ;  and  King  William  strengthened  his 
camp  on  that  side  with  ten  battalions,  and  eight-and- 
twenty  pieces  of  cannon.  The  enemy's  convoys  were  fre- 
quently surprised  by  detachments  from  the  garrison  of 
Charleroy ;  and  a  large  body  of  horse,  foot,  and  dragoons, 
being  drafted  out  of  Liege  and  Maestricht,  took  post  at 
Huy,  under  the  command  of  the  Count  de  Tilly,  so  as 
to  straiten  the  French  in  their  quarters.  These,  however, 
were  dislodged  by  Luxembourg  in  person,  who  obliged 
the  count  to  pass  the  Jaar  with  precipitation,  leaving  be- 
hind three  squadrons  and  all  his  baggage,  which  fell  into 
the  hands  of  the  enemy.  This  check,  however,  was  ba- 
lanced by  the  success  of  the  Duke  of  Wirtemberg,  who, 
at  the  head  of  thirteen  battalions  of  infantry,  and  twenty 
squadrons  of  horse,  forced  the  French  lines  between  the 
Scheldt  and  the  Lys ;  and  laid  the  whole  country  as  fiax 
as  Lisle  under  contribution.  On  that  very  day,  which 
was  the  eighteenth  of  July,  Luxembourg  marched  towards 
Huy,  which  was  next  morning  invested  by  M.  de  Ville- 
roy.  The  other  covered  the  siege,  and  secured  himself 
from  the  allies  by  lines  of  contravallation.  Before  the 
batteries  began  to  play,  the  town  capitulated.  On  the 
twenty-third  day  of  the  month,  the  garrison  mutinied ;  the 
castles  were  surrendered ;  the  governor  remained  a  pri- 
soner ;  and  his  men  were  conducted  to  Liege.  The  con* 
federate  army  advanced  in  order  to  relieve  the  town ;  but 
the  king,  being  apprised  of  its  fate,  detached  ten  battalions 
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to  reinforce  the  garrison  of  Liege,  and  next  day  returned    chap. 
to  Neer-Hespen.  .    ^^'    , 

Luxembourg  made  a  motion  towards  Liege,  as  if  he  ^^^3- 
had  intended  to  besiege  the  place ;  and  encamped  at  bourg  re- 
Hellecheim,  about  seven  leagues  from  the  confederates.  ^}^t  J^ 
Knowing  how  much  they  were  weakened  by  the  dif-  allies. 
ferent  detachments  which  had  been  made  from  their 
army,  he  resolved  to  attack  them  in  their  camp,  or  at 
least  fall  upon  their  rear,  should  they  retreat  at  his  ap- 
proach. On  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  July  he  began  his 
march  in  four  columns,  and  passed  the  Jaar  near  its 
source  with  an  army  superior  to  the  allies  by  five-and- 
thirty  thousand  men.  The  King  of  England  at  first 
looked  upon  this  motion  as  a  feint  to  cover  the  design 
upon  Liege ;  but  receiving  intelligence  that  the  whole 
army  was  in  full  march  to  attack  him  in  his  camp,  he 
resolved  to  keep  his  ground ;  and  immediately  drew  up 
his  forces  in  order  of  battle.  His  general  oflScers  advised 
him  to  repass  the  Geete ;  but  he  chose  to  risk  a  battle, 
rather  than  expose  the  rear  of  his  army  in  repassing  that 
river.  His  right-wing  extended  as  far  as  Neer-Winden, 
along  the  Geete,  covered  with  hedges,  hollow  ways,  and 
a  small  rivulet ;  the  left  reached  toNeer-Landen ;  and 
these  two  villages  were  joined  by  a  slight  entrenchment, 
which  the  King  ordered  to  be  thrown  up  in  the  evening. 
Brigadier  Ramsay,  with  the  regiments  of  O'Farrel,  Mac- 
kay,  Lauder,  Leven,  and  Monroe,  were  ordered  to  the 
right  of  the  whole  army,  to  line  some  hedges  and  hollow 
ways  on  the  farther  side  of  the  village  of  Lare.  Six  bat- 
talions of  Brandenburgh  were  posted  to  the  left  of  this 
village ;  and  General  Dumont,  with  the  Hanoverian  in- 
fantry possessed  the  village  of  Neer-Winden,  which  co- 
vered part  of  the  camp,  between  the  main  body  and  the 
right  wing  of  the  cavalry.  Neer-Landen  on  the  left, 
was  secured  by  six  battalions  of  English,  Danes,  and 
Dutch.  The  remaining  infantry  was  drawn  up  in  one 
line  behind  the  entrenchment.  The  dragoons  upon  the 
left  guarded  the  village  of  Dormal  upon  the  brook  of 
Beck ;  and  from  thence  the  left  wing  of  horse  extended 
to  Neer-Landen,  where  it  was  covered  by  this  rivulet. 

The  king  having  visited  all  the  posts  on  horseback.  Who  are 
and  given  the  necessary  orders,  reposed  himself  about  Landen. 
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CHAP,  two  hours  in  his  coach ;  and  early  in  the  morning  sent 
>_i3l— '  ^^^  his  chaplain,  whom  he  joined  in  prayer  with  great 
1693.  devotion.  At  sunrising  the  enemy  appeared  drawn  up 
in  order  of  battle ;  and  the  allies  began  to  play  their 
cannon  with  good  success.  About  eight  in  the  morning 
they  attacked  the  villages  of  Lare  and  Neer-Winden 
with  great  fury ;  and  twice  made  themselves  masters  of 
these  posts,  from  whence  they  were  as  often  repulsed. 
The  allies  still  kept  their  ground ;  and  the  Duke  of  Ber- 
wick was  taken  by  his  uncle  Brigadier  Churchill.  Then 
the  French  made  an  attack  upon  the  left  wing  of  the 
confederates  at  Neer-Landen ;  and,  after  a  very  obstinate 
dispute,  were  obliged  to  give  way,  though  they  still  kept 
possession  of  the  avenues.  The  Prince  of  Conti,  how- 
ever, renewed  the  charge  with  the  flower  of  the  French 
infantry ;  and  the  confederates  being  overpowered,  re- 
treated from  the  village,  leaving  the  camp  in  that  part 
exposed.  Villeroy  marching  this  way  with  a  body  of 
horse,  was  encountered  and  repulsed  by  the  Count  D'Arco, 
general  of  the  Bavarian  cuirassiers ;  and  the  Duke  de 
Chartres  narrowly  escaped  being  taken.  Meanwhile 
Luxembourg,  the  Prince  of  Conti,  the  Count  de  Marsin, 
and  the  Marshal  de  Joyeuse,  charged  on  the  right,  and 
in  different  parts  of  the  line,  with  such  impetuosity  as 
surmounted  all  resistance.  The  camp  of  the  confederates 
was  immediately  filled  with  French  troops:  the  vil- 
lages of  Lare  and  Neer-Winden  were  taken,  after  a  long 
and  desperate  dispute.  The  Hanoverian  and  Dutch  horse 
being  broken,  the  king  in  person  brought  the  English 
cavalry  to  their  assistance.  They  fought  with  great  gal- 
lantry; and  for  some  time  retarded  the  fate  of  the  day. 
The  infiintry  were  rallied,  and  stood  firm  until  all  their 
ammunition  was  expended.  In  a  word,  they  were  scarce 
able  to  sustain  the  weight  of  such  a  superiority  in  point 
of  number,  when  the  Marquis  D'Harcourt  joined  the 
enemy  from  Huy,  with  two-and-twenty  fresh  squadrons, 
which  immediately  turned  the  scale  in  their  favour.  The 
Elector  of  Bavaria,  after  having  made  extraordinary  ef- 
forts, retreated  vrith  great  difiiculty  over  the  bridge  to 
the  other  side  of  the  river,  where  he  rallied  the  troops, 
in  order  to  favour  the  retreat  of  those  who  had  not 
passed.     The  king,  seeing  the  battle  lost,  and  the  whole 
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army  in  conAision,  retired  with  the  infantry  to  Dormal 
on  the  brook  of  Beck,  where  the  dragoons  of  the  left 
wing  were  posted,  and  then  ordered  the  regiments  of  ^^^* 
Wyndhara,  Lumley,  and  Galway,  to  cover  his  retreat 
over  the  bridge  at  Neer-Hespen,  which  he  effected  with 
great  difficulty.  Now  all  was  tumult,  rout,  and  con- 
sternation ;  and  a  great  number  of  the  fugitives  threw 
themselves  into  the  river,  where  they  were  drowned. 
This  had  like  to  have  been  the  fate  of  the  brave  Earl  of 
Athlone :  the  Duke  of  Ormond  was  wounded  in  several 
places,  and  taken  prisoner  by  the  enemy ;  and  the  Count 
de  Solmes  was  mortally  wounded.  Ptolemache  brought 
off  the  greater  part  of  the  English  infantry  with  great 
gallantry  and  conduct :  as  for  the  baggage,  it  had  been 
sent  to  Liege  before  the  engagement :  but  the  confede- 
rates lost  sixty  pieces  of  cannon,  and  nine  mortars,  a  great 
number  of  standards  and  colours  %  with  about  seven  thou- 
sand men  killed  and  wounded  in  the  action.  It  must 
be  owned  that  the  allies  fought  with  great  valour  and 
perseverance ;  and  that  King  William  made  prodigious 
efforts  of  courage  and  activity  to  retrieve  the  fortune  of 
the  day.  He  was  present  in  all  parts  of  the  battle ;  he 
charged  in  person  both  on  horseback  and  on  foot,  where 
the  danger  was  most  imminent.  His  peruke,  the  sleeve 
of  his  coat,  and  the  knot  of  his  scarf,  were  penetrated  by 
three  different  musket-bullets ;  and  he  saw  a  great  number 
of  soldiers  fall  on  every  side  of  him.  The  enemy  bore 
witness  to  his  extraordinary  valour.  The  Prince  of 
Conti,  in  a  letter  to  his  princess,  which  was  intercepted, 
declared  that  he  saw  the  Prince  of  Orange  exposing  him- 
self to  the  greatest  dangers ;  and  that  such  valour  richly 
deserved  the  peaceable  possession  of  the  crown  he  wore. 
Yet  here,  as  in  every  other  battle  hefought,his  conduct  and 
disposition  were  severely  censured.  Luxembourg  having 
observed  the  nature  of  his  situation  immediately  before 
the  engagement,  is  said  to  have  exclaimed,  "  Now,  I  be- 
lieve Waldeck  is  really  dead ;"  alluding  to  that  general's 
known  sagacity  in  choosing  ground  for  an  encampment. 
Be  that  as  it  will,  he  paid  dear  for  his  victory.     His  loss 

c  The  Duke  of  Luxembourg  sent  such  a  number  of  standards  and  ensigns  to 
Paris,  during  the  course  of  this  war,  that  the  Prince  of  Conti  called  him  the  Up- 
holsterer of  Notre  Dame,  a  church  in  which  those  trophies  were  dispUyed, 
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CHAP,   in  officers  and  men  exceeded  that  of  the  allies ;  and  he 
V    ^^'    ,  reaped  no  solid  advantage  from  the  battle.    He  remained 
1693.     fifteen  days  inactive  at  Waren,  vvrhile  King  William,  re- 
calling the  Duke  of  Wirtemberg,  and  drafting  troops 
from  Liege  and  other  garrisons,  vv^as  in  a  few  days  able 
to  hazard  another  engagement. 
Charieroy       Nothing  remarkable  happened  during  the  remaining 
Mi/teken  P^rt  of  the  campaign,  until  Luxembourg  being  rejoined 
by  the       \yy  Boufflers  with  a  strong  reinforcement  from  the  Rhine, 
enemy.      Juvested  Charlcroy.     He  had  taken  his  measures  with 
such  caution  and  dexterity,  that  the  allies  could  not  frus- 
trate his  operations,  without  attacking  his  lines  at  a  great 
disadvantage.    The  king  detached  the  Elector  of  Bavaria 
and  the  Duke  of  Wirtemberg,  with  thirty  battalions  and 
forty  squadrons,  to  make  a  diversion  in  Flanders ;  but 
they  returned  in  a  few  days,  without  having  attempted 
any  thing  of  consequence.     The  garrison  of  Charieroy 
defended  the  place  with  surprising  valour,  from  the  tenth 
of  September  to  the  eleventh  of  October,  during  which 
period  they  had  repulsed  the  assailants  in  several  attacks; 
but  at  length,  despairing  of  relief,  the  governor  capitulated 
on  the  most  honourable  conditions :  the  reduction  of  the 
place  was  celebrated  with  a  Te  Deum,  and  other  rejoic- 
ings, at  Paris.    Louis,  however,  in  the  midst  of  all  his 
glory,  was  extremely  mortified  when  he  reflected  upon 
the  little  advantage  he  had  reaped  from  all  his  late  vic- 
tories.    The  allies  had  been  defeated  successively  at  Fleu-* 
rus,  Steenkerke,  and  Landen ;  yet  in  a  fortnight  after 
each  of  those  battles,  William  was  always  in  a  condition 
to  risk  another  engagement.     Formerly,  Louis  had  con- 
quered half  of  Holland,  Flanders,  and  Franche-Comte, 
without  a  battle ;  whereas  now,  he  could  not  with  his 
utmost  elForts,  and  after  the  most  signal  victories,  pass 
the  frontiers  of  the  United  Provinces.     The  conquest  of 
Charieroy  concluded  the  campaign  in  the  Netherlands, 
and  both  armies  went  into  winter-quarters. 
Campaign       The  Frouch  army  on  the  Rhine,  under  De  Lorges, 
Rhine.  The  passed  that  river  in  the  month  of  May  at  Philipsburgh, 
Sa"vo^  f     ^^^  invested  the  city  of  Heidelberg,  which  they  took, 
defeated  by  plundered,  and  reduced  to  ashes.    This  general  committed 
Catinat  in  numberlcss  barbarities  in  the  Palatinate,  which  he  ravaged 

the  plain  of      ,  ,  '  o 

Marsagiia.  Without  cvcu  Sparing  the  tombs  of  the  dead.    The  French 
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soldiers^  on  this  occasion,  seem  to  have  been  actuated  b}!^ 
the  mo6t  brutal  inhumanity.  They  butchered  the  inbe^ 
bitants,  violated  the  women^  plundered  the  houses,  rifled  ^^^' 
the  churches,  and  murdered  the  priests  at  the  altar.  Thej 
broke  open  the  electoral  vault,  and  scattered  the  ashes 
of  that  illustrious  family  about  the  streets.  They  set  fire 
to  different  quarters  of  the  city ;  they  stripped  about  fif- 
teen thousand  of  the  inhabitants,  without  distinction  of 
age  or  sex,  and  drove  them  naked  into  the  castle,  that 
the  garrison  might  be  the  sooner  induced  to  capitulate. 
There  they  remained  like  cattle  in  the  open  air,  without 
food  or  covering,  tortured  between  the  horrors  of  their 
fate,  and  the  terrors  of  a  bombardment.  When  they 
were  set  at  liberty,  in  consequ^ice  of  the  forts  being  sur*^ 
rendered,  a  great  number  of  them  died  along  the  banks 
of  the  Neckar,  from  cold,  hunger,  anguish,  and  despair. 
These  enormous  cruelties,  which  would  have  disgraced  the 
arms  of  a  Tartarian  freebooter,  were  acted  by  the  express 
command  of  Louis  XIV.  of  France,  who  has  been  cele- 
brated by  so  many  venal  pens,  not  only  as  the  greatest 
monarch,  but  also  as  the  most  polished  prince  of  Chris- 
tendom. De  Lorges  advanced  towards  the  Neckar  against 
the  Prince  of  Baden,  who  lay  encamped  on  the  other  side 
of  that  river ;  but  in  attempting  to  pass,  he  was  twice  re- 
pulsed with  considerable  damage.  The  dauphin  joining 
the  army,  which  now  amounted  to  seventy  thousand  men, 
crossed  without  oppositiou ;  but  found  the  Germans  so 
advantageously  posted,  that  he  would  not  hazard  an  attack; 
having,  therefore,  repassed  the  river,  he  secured  Stutgard 
with  a  garrison,  sent  detachments  into  Flanders  and 
Piedmont,  and  returned  in  August  to  Versailles.  In  Pied- 
mont the  allies  were  still  more  unfortunate.  The  Duke  of 
Savoy  and  his  confederates  seemed  bent  upon  driving  the 
French  from  Casal  and  Pignerol.  The  first  of  these 
places  was  blocked  up,  and  the  other  actually  invested. 
The  fort  of  St.  Bridget,  that  covered  the  place,  was  taken, 
and  the  town  bombarded.  Meanwhile  Catinat  being 
reinforced,  descended  into  the  plains.  The  Duke  was 
so  apprehensive  of  Turin,  that  he  abandoned  the  siege  of 
Pignerol,  after  having  blown  up  the  fort,  and  marched 
in  quest  of  the  enemy  to  the  plain  of  Marsaglia,  in  the 
neighbourhood   of  his  capital.     On  the  fourth  day  of 
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CHAP.  October,  the  French  advanced  upon  them  from  the  hills^ 
.  ^^'  »  between  Orbasson  and  Prosasque ;  and  a  desperate  en- 
1693.  gagement  ensued.  The  enemy  charged  the  left  wing 
of  the  confederates  sword  in  hand  with  incredible  fury : 
though  they  were  once  repulsed,  they  renewed  the  at- 
tack with  such  impetuosity,  that  the  Neapolitan  and 
Milanese  horse  were  obliged  to  give  way,  and  disordered 
the  German  cavalry.  These  falling  upon  the  foot,  threw 
the  whole  wing  into  confiision.  Meanwhile,  the  main 
body  and  the  other  wing  sustained  the  charge  without 
flinching,  until  they  were  exposed  in  flank  by  the  defeat 
of  the  cavalry ;  then  the  whole  front  gave  way.  In  vain 
the  second  line  was  brought  up  to  sustain  them:  the 
horse  turned  their  backs,  and  the  infantry  was  totally 
routed.  In  a  word,  the  confederates  were  obliged  to  re- 
tire with  precipitation,  leaving  their  cannon,  and  about 
eight  thousand  men  killed  or  wounded  on  the  field  of 
battle.  The  Duke  of  Schomberg  having  been  denied 
the  post  which  was  his  due,  insisted  upon  fighting  at  the 
head  of  the  troops  maintained  by  the  King  of  Great 
Britain,  who  were  posted  in  the  centre,  and  behaved  with 
great  gallantry  under  the  eye  of  their  commander. 
When  the  left  wing  was  defeated,  the  Count  de  los 
Torres  desired  he  would  take  upon  him  the  command, 
and  retreat  with  the  infantry  and  the  right  wing ;  but 
he  refused  to  act  without  the  order  of  his  highness,  and 
said,  things  were  come  to  such  a  pass,  that  they  must 
either  conquer  or  die.  He  continued  to  animate  his 
men  with  his  voice  and  example,  until  he  received  a 
shot  in  the  thigh.  His  valet  seeing  him  fell,  ran  to  his 
assistance,  and  called  for  quarter,  but  was  killed  by  the 
enemy  before  he  could  be  understood.  The  duke  being 
taken  at  the  same  instant,  was  afterwards  dismissed  upon 
his  parole,  and  in  a  few  days  died  at  Turin,  universally 
lamented  on  account  of  his  great  and  amiable  qualities. 
The  Earl  of  Warwick  and  Holland,  who  accompanied 
him  as  a  volunteer,  shared  his  fate  in  being  wounded  and 
taken  prisoner :  but  he  soon  recovered  his  health  and 
liberty.  This  victory  was  as  unsubstantial  as  that  of 
Landen,  and  almost  as  dear  in  the  purchase ;  for  the 
confederates  made  an  obstinate  defence,  and  yielded 
solely  to  superior  numbers.      The  Duke  of  Savoy  re- 
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treated  to  Moncalier,  and  threw  a  reinforcement  into    chap. 
Coni,  which  Catinat  would  not  venture  to  besiege,  so  ^    ^^'    . 
severely  had  he  been  handled  in  the  battle.     He  there*     *®^^- 
fore  contented  himself  with  laying  the  country  under 
contribution,  reinforcing  the  garrisons  of  Casal,  Pignerol, 
and    Susa,  and  making  preparations  for  repassing  the 
mountains.     The  news  of  the  victory  no  sooner  reached 
Paris,  than  Louis  despatched  M.  de  Chanlais  to  Turin, 
with  proposals  for  detaching  the  Duke  of  Savoy  from  the 
interest  of  the  allies ;  and  the  pope,  who  was  now  be- 
come a  partisan  of  France,  supported  the  negotiation  with 
his  whole  influence :  but  the  French  king  had  not  yet 
touched  upon  the  right  string.     Tlie  duke  continued 
deaf  to  all  his  addresses. 

,  France  had  been  alike  successful  in  her  intrigues  at  Tpansac- 
the  courts  of  Rome  and  Constantinople.  The  visir  at  H^^^gwy 
the  Porte  had  been  converted  into  a  pensionary  and  and  Cata- 
creature  of  Louis ;  but  the  war  in  which  the  Turks  had  °'^*** 
been  so  long  and  unsuccessfully  engaged  rendered  him 
so  odious  to  the  people,  that  the  grand  signer  deposed 
him,  in  order  to  appease  their  clamours.  The  English 
and  Dutch  ambassadors  at  Constantinople  forthwith  re- 
newed their  mediation  for  a  peace  with  the  emperor ; 
but  the  terms  they  proposed  were  still  rejected  with 
disdain.  In  the  mean  time.  General  Heusler,  who  com- 
manded the  imperialists  in  Transylvania,  reduced  the 
fortresses  of  Jeno  and  Villaguswar.  In  the  beginning  of 
July  the  Due  de  Croy  assumed  the  chief  command  of 
the  German  army,  passed  the  Danube  and  the  Saave, 
and  invested  Belgrade.  The  siege  was  carried  on  for 
some  time  with  great  vigour ;  but,  at  length,  abandoned 
at  the  approach  of  the  visir,  who  obliged  the  imperialists 
to  repass  the  Saave,  and  sent  out  parties  which  made 
incursions  into  Upper  Hungary.  The  power  of  France 
had  never  been  so  conspicuous  as  at  this  juncture,  when 
she  maintained  a  formidable  navy  at  sea,  and  four  great 
armies  in  different  parts  of  Europe.  Exclusive  of  the 
operations  in  Flanders,  Germany,  and  Piedmont,  the 
Count  de  Noailles  invested  Roses  in  Catalonia,  about 
the  latter  end  of  May,  while  at  the  same  time  it  was 
blocked  up  by  the  French  fleet,  under  the  command  of 
the  Count  d'Etrees.     In  a  few  days  the  place  was  sur- 
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CHAP,    rendered  by  capitulation,  and  the  castle  of  Ampurias 

V ^  met  with  the  same  fate.     The  Spanish  power  was  re- 

1693.     duced  to  such  a  degree,  tbat  NoaiJles  might  have  pro- 
ceeded in  his  conquests  without  interruption,  had  not  he 
been  obliged  to  detach  part  of  his  army  to  reinforce 
Catinat  in  Piedmont. 
j^yai  Nothing  could  be  more  inglorious  for  the  English 

than  their  operations  by  sea  in  the  course  of  this  sum- 
mer. The  king  had  ordered  the  admirals  to  use  all  pos- 
sible despatch  in  equipping  the  fleets,  that  they  might 
block  up  the  enemy  in  their  own  ports,  and  protect  the 
commerce,  which  had  sufiFered  severely  from  the  French 
privateers.  They  were,  however,  so  dilatory  in  their  pro- 
ceedings, that  the  squadrons  of  the  enemy  sailed  from 
their  harbours  before  the  English  fleet  could  put  to  sea. 
About  the  middle  of  May  it  was  assembled  at  St. 
Helen's,  and  took  on  board  five  regiments,  intended  for 
a  descent  on  Brest ;  but  this  enterprise  was  never  at- 
tempted. When  the  English  and  Dutch  squadrons 
joined,  so  as  to  form  a  very  numerous  fleet,  the  public 
expected  they  would  undertake  some  expedition  of  im- 
portance ;  but  the  admirals  were  divided  in  opinion,  nor 
did  their  orders  warrant  their  executing  any  scheme  of 
consequence.  Killigrew  and  Delaval  did  not  escape  the 
suspicion  of  being  disaffected  to  the  service ;  and  France 
was  said  to  have  maintained  a  secret  correspondence 
with  the  malecontents  in  England.  Louis  had  made 
surprising  efforts  to  repair  the  damage  which  his 
navy  had  sustained.  He  had  purchased  several  large 
vessels,  and  converted  them  into  ships  of  war ;  he  had 
laid  an  embargo  on  all  the  shipping  of  his  kingdom, 
until  his  squadrons  were  manned  ;  he  had  made  a  grand 
naval  promotion,  to  encourage  the  officers  and  seamen ; 
and  this  expedient  produced  a  wonderful  spirit  of  activity 
and  emulation.  In  the  month  of  May  his  fleet  sailed  to 
the  Mediterranean,  in  three  squadrons,  consisting  of 
seventy-one  capital  ships,  besides  bomb-ketches,  fire- 
ships,  and  tenders. 
A  fleet  of  In  the  beginning  of  June,  the  English  and  Dutch  fleets 
8hip8,imder  sailed  dowu  the  channel.  On  the  sixth.  Sir  George 
con^y  of  Rooke  was  detached  to  the  Straits  with  a  squadron  of 
Rooke,^af-  three-aud-tweuty  ships  as  convoy  to  the  Mediterranean 
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trade.  The  grand  fleet  returned  to  Torbay,  while  he  chap. 
pursued  his  voyage,  having  under  his  protection  about .  ^^'  . 
four  hundred  merchant  ships  belonging  to  England,  Hoi-  ^}^'  . 
land,  Denmark,  Sweden,  Hamburgh,  and  Flanders.  On  parUy  d^ 
the  sixteenth,  his  scouts  discovered  part  of  the  French  the^^rtndi 
fleet  under  Cape  St.  Vincent :  next  day  their  whole  navy  squadrons. 
appeared,  to  the  amount  of  eighty  sail.  Sixteen  of  these 
plied  up  to  the  English  squadron,  while  the  vice-admiral 
of  the  white  stood  off  to  sea,  to  intercept  the  ships  under 
convoy.  Sir  George  Booke,  by  the  advice  of  the  Dutch 
vice-admiral  Vandergoes,  resolved,  if  possible,  to  avoid 
an  engagement,  which  could  only  tend  to  their  absolute 
ruin.  He  forthwith  sent  orders  to  the  small  ships  that 
were  near  the  land,  to  put  into  the  neighbouring  ports 
of  Faro,  St.  Lucar,  and  Cadiz,  while  he  himself  stood  off 
with  an  easy  sail  for  the  protection  of  the  rest.  About 
six  in  the  evening,  ten  sail  of  the  enemy  came  up  with 
two  Dutch  ships  of  war,  commanded  by  the  captains 
Schrijver  and  Vander-Poel,  who,  seeing  no  possibility  of 
escaping,  tacked  in  shore ;  and,  thus  drawing  the  French 
after  them,  helped  to  save  the  rest  of  the  fleet.  When 
attacked,  they  made  a  most  desperate  defence,  but  at  last 
were  overpowered  by  numbers,  and  taken.  An  English 
ship  of  war  and  a  rich  pinnace  were  burned  ;  nine-and- 
twenty  merchant  vessels  were  taken,  and  about  fifty  de- 
stroyed by  the  Counts  de  Tourville  and  D'Etrees.  Seven 
of  the  largest  Smyrna  ships  fell  into  the  hands  of  M.  de 
Coetlegon,  and  four  he  sunk  in  the  bay  of  Gibraltar. 
The  value  of  the  loss  sustained  on  this  occasion  amounted 
to  one  million  sterling.  Meanwhile  Rooke  stood  off  with 
a  fresh  gale,  and  on  the  nineteenth  sent  home  the  Lai^k 
ship  of  war  with  the  news  of  his  misfortune ;  then  he 
bore  away  for  the  Madeiras,  where,  having  taken  in  wood 
and  water,  he  set  sail  for  Ireland,  and  on  the  third  day 
of  August  arrived  at  Cork,  with  fifty  sail,  including  ships 
of  war  and  trading  vessels.  He  detached  Captain  Fair- 
borne  to  Kinsale,  with  all  his  squadron,  except  six  ships 
of  the  line,  with  which,  in  pursuance  of  orders,  he  joined 
the  great  fleet  then  cruising  in  the  chops  of  the  channel. 
On  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  August  they  returned  to  St. 
Helen's,  and  the  four  regiments  were  landed.  On  the 
nineteenth  day  of  September,  fifteen  Dutch  ships  of  the 
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CHAP,    line,  and  two  frigates,  set  sail  for  Holland ;  and  twenty- 

V .^ /  six  sail,  with  seven  fire-ships,  were  assigned  as  guard- 

1693.  ghipg  during  the  winter. 
Wheeler's  The  French  admirals,  instead  of  pursuing  Rooke  to 
tothe  We^t  Madeira,  made  an  unsuccessful  attempt  upon  Cadiz,  and 
Indies.  bombarded  Gibraltar,  where  the  merchants  sunk  their 
ships,  that  they  might  not  fall  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy.  Then  they  sailed  along  the  coast  of  Spain,  de- 
stroyed some  English  and  Dutch  vessels  at  Malaga,  Ali- 
cant,  and  other  places ;  and  returned  in  triumph  to  Tou- 
lon. About  this  period,  Sir  Francis  Wheeler  returned 
to  England  with  his  squadron,  from  an  unfortunate  ex- 
pedition in  the  West  Indies.  In  conjunction  with  Colonel 
Codrington,  governor  of  the  Leeward  Islands,  he  made 
unsuccessful  attempts  upon  the  islands  of  Martinique 
and  Dominique.  Then  he  sailed  to  Boston  in  New 
England,  with  a  view  to  concert  an  expedition  against 
Quebec,  which  was  judged  impracticable.  He  afterwards 
steered  for  Placentia  in  Newfoundland,  which  he  would 
have  attacked  without  hesitation;  but  the  design  was 
rejected  by  a  majority  of  voices  in  the  council  of  war. 
Thus  disappointed,  he  set  sail  for  England,  and  arrived 
at  Portsmouth  in  a  very  shattered  condition,  the  greater 
part  of  his  men  having  died  in  the  course  of  this  voyage. 
Benbow  In  November  another  effort  was  made  to  annoy  the 
st^Maioe^s  ^^^'^^J-  Commodore  Benbow  sailed  with  a  squadron  of 
twelve  capital  ships,  four  bomb-ketches,  and  ten  brigan- 
tines,  to  the  coast  of  St.  Maloes,  and,  anchoring  within 
half  a  mile  of  the  town,  cannonaded  and  bombarded  it  for 
three  days  successively.  Then  his  men  landed  on  an 
island,  where  they  burned  a  convent.  On  the  nineteenth 
they  took  the  advantage  of  a  dark  night,  a  fresh  gale,  and 
a  strong  tide,  to  send  in  a  fire-ship  of  a  particular  con- 
trivance, styled  the  Infernal,  in  order  to  burn  the  town : 
but  she  struck  upon  a  rock  before  she  arrived  at  the 
place,  and  the  engineer  was  obliged  to  set  her  on  fire,  and 
retreat.  She  continued  burning  for  some  time,  and  at 
last  blew  up,  with  such  an  explosion  as  shook  the  whole 
town  like  an  earthquake,  unroofed  three  hundred  houses, 
and  broke  all  the  glass  and  earthenware  for  three  leagues 
round.  A  capstan  that  weighed  two  hundred  pounds  was 
transported  into  the  place,  and  falling  upon  a  house. 
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levelled  it  to  the  ground :  the  greatest  part  of  the  wall    chap. 

towards  the  sea  tumbled  down;  and  the  inhabitants  « '. — ' 

were  overwhelmed  with  consternation :  so  that  a  small  ^®^' 
number  of  troops  might  have  taken  possession  without 
resistance ;  but  there  was  not  a  soldier  on  board.  Never- 
theless, the  sailors  took  and  demolished  Quince-fort,  and 
did  considerable  damage  to  the  town  of  St.  Maloes,  which 
had  been  a  nest  of  privateers  that  infested  the  English 
commerce.  Though  this  attempt  was  executed  with 
great  spirit,  and  some  success,  the  clamours  of  the  people 
became  louder  and  louder.  They  scrupled  not  to  say,  that 
the  counsels  of  the  nation  were  betrayed ;  and  their  sus- 
picions rose  even  to  the  secretary's  oflSce.  They  observed, 
that  the  French  were  previously  acquainted  with  all  the 
motions  of  the  English,  and  took  their  measures  accord- 
ingly for  their  destruction.  They  collected  and  compared 
jet  good  number  of  particulars,  that  seemed  to  justify  their 
suspicion  of  treachery.  But  the  misfortunes  of  the  na- 
tion, in  all  probability,  arose  from  a  motley  ministry, 
divided  among  themselves,  who,  instead  of  acting  in  con- 
cert for  the  public  good,  employed  all  their  influence  to 
thwart  the  views  and  blacken  the  reputations  of  each  other. 
The  people  in  general  exclaimed  against  the  Marquis  of 
Caermarthen,  the  Earls  of  Nottingham  and  Rochester, 
who  had  acquired  great  credit  with  the  queen,  and,  from 
their  hatred  to  the  whigs,  betrayed  the  interests  of  the 
cation. 

But  if  the  English  were  discontented,  the  French  were  TheFrench 
miserable,  in  spite  of  all  their  victories.     That  kingdom  ciureet^T 
laboured  under  a  dreadfiil  famine,  occasioned  partly  from  ^^^  ™®^^- 
unfavourable  seasons,  and  partly  from  the  war,  which  had  ,^k. 
not  left  hands  sufficient  to  cultivate  the  ground.     Not- 
withstanding all  the  diligence  and  providence  of  their 
ministry,  in  bringing  supplies  of  com  from  Sweden  and 
Denmark,  their  care  in  regulating  the  price,  and  furnish- 
ing the  markets,  their  liberal  contributions  for  the  relief 
of  the  indigent ;  multitudes  perished  of  want,  and  the 
whole  kingdom  was  reduced  to  poverty  and  distress. 
Louis  pined  in  the  midst  of  his  success.     He  saw  his 
subjects  exhausted  by  a  ruinous  war,  in  which  they  had 
been  involved  by  his  ambition.     He  tampered  with  the 
allies  apart,  in  hopes  of  dividing  and  detaching  them 
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CHAP,  from  the  grand  confederacy:  he  solicited  the  northern 
i  ^^'  ,  crowns  to  engage  as  mediators  for  a  general  peace.  A 
1698.  memorial  was  actually  presented  by  the  Danish  minister 
to  King  William,  by  which  it  appears,  that  the  French 
king  would  have  been  contented  to  purchase  a  peace 
with  some  considerable  concessions :  but  the  terms  were 
rejected  by  the  king  of  England,  whose  ambition  and  re- 
venge were  not  yet  gratified ;  and  whose  subjects,  though 
heavily  laden,  could  still  bear  additional  burdens. 
Severity  of  The  Jacobites  had  been  very  attentive  to  the  progress 
^e^govem-  ^^  (Jiggatisfactiou  in  England,  which  they  fomented  with 
^^Tkea^  their  usual  assiduity.  The  late  declaration  of  King 
James  had  been  couched  in  such  imperious  terms  as  gave 
offence  even  to  some  of  those  who  favoured  his  interest. 
The  Earl  of  Middleton,  therefore,  in  the  beginning  of 
the  year  repaired  to  St.  Germain's,  and  obtained  another, 
which  contained  the  promise  of  a  general  pardon  without 
exception,  and  every  other  concession  that  a  British  sub- 
ject could  demand  of  his  sovereign.  About  the  latter 
end  of  May,  two  men,  named  Canning  and  Dormer,  were 
apprehended  for  dispersing  copies  of  this  paper,  tried  at 
the  Old  Bailey,  found  guilty  of  not  only  dispersing,  but 
also  of  composing  a  false  and  seditious  libel,  sentenced 
to  pay  five  hundred  marks  apiece,  to  stand  three  times 
in  the  pillory,  and  find  sureties  for  their  good  behaviour. 
But  no  circumstance  reflected  more  disgrace  on  this  reign 
than  the  fate  of  Anderton,  the  supposed  printer  of  some 
tracts  against  the  government.  He  was  brought  to  trial 
for  high  treason :  he  made  a  vigorous  defence,  in  spite 
of  the  insults  and  discouragement  he  sustained  from  a 
partial  bench.  As  nothing  but  presumptions  appeared 
against  him,  the  jury  scrupled  to  bring  in  a  verdict  that 
would  affect  his  life,  until  they  were  reviled  and  repri- 
manded by  Judge  Treby ;  then  they  found  him  guilty. 
In  vain  recourse  was  had  to  the  queen's  mercy :  he  suf- 
fered death  at  Tyburn ;  and  left  a  paper,  protesting  so- 
lemnly against  the  proceedings  of  the  court,  whJch  he 
afiirmed  was  appointed,  not  to  try,  but  to  convict  him ; 
and  petitioning  Heaven  to  forgive  his  penitent  jury.  The 
severity  of  the  government  was  likewise  exemplified  in 
the  case  of  some  adventurers,  who,  having  equipped  pri- 
vateers to  cruise  upon  the  English,  under  joint  commis- 
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sions  from  the  late  King  James  and  Louis  XIV.,  hap-  chap. 
pened  to  be  taken  by  the  English  ships  of  war.  Dr.  Oldys,  v  ^^'  . 
the  king's  advocate,  being  commanded  to  proceed  against  ^^^^• 
them  as  guilty  of  treason  and  piracy,  refused  to  com- 
mence the  prosecution  :  and  gave  his  opinion  in  writing, 
that  they  were  neither  traitors  nor  pirates.  He  sup- 
ported this  opinion  by  arguments  before  the  council: 
these  were  answered  by  Dr.  Littleton,  who  succeeded 
him  in  the  office  from  which  he  was  dismissed ;  and  the 
prisoners  were  executed  as  traitors.  The  Jacobites  did 
not  fail  to  retort  those  arts  upon  the  government,  whidi 
their  adversaries  had  so  successfully  practised  in  the  late 
reign.  They  inveighed  against  the  vindictive  spirit  of  the 
administration,  and  taxed  it  with  encouraging  informers 
and  false  witnesses — a  charge  for  which  there  was  too 
much  foundation. 

The  friends  of  James  in  Scotland  still  continued  to  Compiai- 
concert  designs  in  his  favour;  but  their  correspondence  ^^^h*^^ 
was  detected,  and  their  aims  defeated,  by  the  vigilance  Pariia- 
of  the  ministry  in  that  kingdom.  Secretary  Johnston  ™®'^*' 
not  only  kept  a  watchful  eye  over  all  their  transactions, 
but  by  a  dexterous  management  of  court  liberality  and 
favour,  appeased  the  discontents  of  the  presbyterians  so 
effectually,  that  the  king  ran  no  risk  in  assembling  the 
Parliament.  Some  offices  were  bestowed  upon  the  leaders 
of  the  kirk  party ;  and  the  Duke  of  Hamilton,  being  re- 
conciled to  the  government,  was  appointed  commissioner. 
On  the  eighteenth  day  of  April  the  session  was  opened, 
and  the  king's  letter,  replete  with  the  most  cajoling  ex- 
pressions, being  read,  the  Parliament  proceeded  to  ex- 
hibit undeniable  specimens  of  their  good  humour.  They 
drew  up  a  very  affectionate  answer  to  his  majesty's  letter : 
they  voted  an  addition  of  six  new  regiments  to  the 
standing  forces  of  the  kingdom :  they  granted  a  supply 
of  above  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  pounds  sterling 
to  his  majesty :  they  enacted  a  law  for  levying  men  to 
serve  on  board  the  royal  navy :  they  fined  all  absentees, 
whether  Lords  or  Commons ;  and  vacated  the  seats  of 
all  those  commissioners  who  refused  to  take  the  oath  of 
assurance,  which  was  equivalent  to  an  abjuration  of  King 
James :  they  set  on  foot  an  inquiry  about  an  intended 
invasion :  they  published  some  intercepted  letters,  sup- 
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CHAP,    posed  to  be  written  to  King  James  by  Neville  Payne, 
v__JJi_->  whom  they  committed  to  prison,  and  threatened  with  a 
1693.     trial  for  high  treason;  but  he  eluded  the  danger,  by 
threatening  in  his  turn  to  impeach  those  who  had  made 
their  peace  with  the  government :  they  passed  an  act  for 
the  comprehension  of  such  of  the  episcopal  clergy  as 
should  condescend  to  take  the  oaths  by  the  tenth  day  of 
July.     All  that  the  general  assembly  required  of  them 
was  an  offer  to  subscribe  the  confession  of  faith,  and  to 
acknowledge  presbytery  as  the  only  government  of  the 
Scottish  church;  but  they  neither  submitted  to  these 
terms,  nor  took  the  oaths  within  the  limited  time,  so  that 
they  forfeited  all  legal  right  to  their  benefices.     Never- 
theless, they  continued  in  possession,  and  even  received 
private  assurances  of  the  king's  protection.     It  was  one 
of  William's  political  maxims,  to  court  his  domestic  ene- 
mies ;  but  it  was  never  attended  with  any  good  effect. 
This  indulgence  gave  offence  to  the  presbyterians,  and 
former  distractions  began  to  revive. 
The  king        The  king  having  prevailed  upon  the  States-General  to 
Engird  °   augment  their  land  forces  and  navy  for  the  service  of  the 
makes       eusuiug  Campaign,  embarked  for  England,  and  arrived  at 
ch™Dges  in  Keusiugton  on  the  thirtieth  day  of  October.     Finding 
the  minis-  (he  peoplc  clamorous  and  discontented,  the  trade  of  the 
opens  the    uatiou  decayed,  the  affairs  of  state  mismanaged,  and  the 
^ssion  of    ministers  recriminating  upon  one  another,  he  perceived 
ment.        the  uccessity  of  changing  hands,  and  resolved  to  take  his 
measures  accordingly.     Sunderland,  his  chief  counsellor, 
represented  that  the  tories  were  averse  to  the  continu- 
ance of  a  war  which  had  been  productive  of  nothing  but 
damage  and  disgrace;  whereas  the  whigs  were  much 
more  tractable,  and  would  bleed  freely,  partly  from  the 
terrors  of  invasion  and  popery,  partly  from  the  ambition 
of  being  courted  by  the  crown,  and  partly  from  the  pros- 
pect of  advantage,  in  advancing  money  to  the  government 
on  the  funds  established  by  Parliament :  for  that  sort 
of  traffic  which  obtained  the  appellation  of  the  monied- 
interest  was  altogether  a  whiggish  institution.     The  king 
revolved  these  observations  in  his  own  mind  ;  and,  in  the 
mean  time,  the  Parliament  met  on  the  seventh  day  of 
November,  pursuant  to  the  last  prorogation.     In  his 
speech,  he  expressed  his  resentment  against  those  who 
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were  the  authors  of  the  miscarriages  at  sea ;  represented  chap, 
the  necessity  of  increasing  the  land  forces  and  the  navy  ;  w-iTl—^ 
and  demanded  a  suitable  supply  for  these  purposes.  In  *^^^- 
order  to  pave  the  v^ay  to  their  condescension,  he  had 
already  dismissed  from  his  council  the  Earl  of  Notting- 
ham, who,  of  all  his  ministers,  was  the  most  odious  to  the 
people.  His  place  would  have  been  immediately  filled 
with  the  Earl  of  Shrewsbury ;  but  that  nobleman  sus- 
pecting this  was  a  change  of  men  rather  than  of  measures, 
stood  aloof  for  some  time,  until  he  received  such  assu- 
rances from  the  king  as  quieted  his  scruples,  and  then 
he  accepted  the  office  of  secretary.  The  lieutenancy  for 
the  city  of  London,  and  all  other  commissions  over  Eng^ 
land,  were  altered  with  a  view  to  favour  the  whig  interest ; 
and  the  individuals  of  that  party  were  indulged  with 
many  places  of  trust  and  profit :  but  the  tories  were  too 
powerful  in  the  House  of  Commons  to  be  exasperated, 
and  therefore  a  good  number  of  them  were  retained  in 
office. 

On  the  sixth  day  of  the  session,  the  Commons  unani-  Both 
mously  resolved  to  support  their  majesties  and  their  q^^J^kito' 
government ;  to  inquire  into  miscarriages ;  and  to  con-  t^e  miscar- 
sider  of  means  for  preserving  the  trade  of  the  nation.  ^^  ^ 
The  Turkey  Company  were  summoned  to  produce  the 
petitions  they  had  delivered  to  the  commissioners  of  the 
Admiralty  for  convoy :  Lord  Falkland,  who  sat  at  the 
head  of  that  board,  gave  in  copies  of  all  the  orders  and 
directions  sent  to  Sir  George  Rooke  concerning  the 
Straits'  fleet,  together  with  a  list  of  all  the  ships  at  that 
time  in  commission.  It  appeared,  in  the  course  of  this 
inquiry,  that  the  miscarriage  of  Booke's  fleet  was  in  a 
great  measure  owing  to  the  misconduct  of  the  admirals, 
and  neglect  of  the  victualling-office;  but  they  were 
screened  by  a  majority.  Mr.  Harley,  one  of  the  com- 
missioners for  taking  and  stating  the  public  accounts, 
delivered  a  report,  which  contained  a  charge  of  peculation 
against  Lord  Falkland.  Rainsford,  receiver  of  the  rights 
and  perquisites  of  the  navy,  confessed  that  he  had  received 
and  paid  more  money  than  that  which  was  charged  in  the 
accounts;  and,  in  particular,  that  he  had  paid  four 
thousand  pounds  to  Lord  Falkland,  by  his  majesty's 
order.     This  lord  had  acknowledged  before  the  commis- 
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CHAP,  sioners,  that  he  had  paid  one-half  of  the  sum,  hy  the 
.  ^^*  ,  king's  order,  to  a  person  who  was  not  a  member  of  either 
1693.  House ;  and  that  the  remainder  was  still  in  his  hands. 
Rainsford  owned  he  had  the  original  letter  which  he  re- 
ceived from  Falkland,  demanding  the  money ;  and  this 
nobleman  desiring  to  see  it^  detained  the  voucher;  a 
circumstance  that  incensed  the  Commons  to  such  a 
degree,  that  a  motion  was  made  for  committing  him  to 
the  Tower,  and  debated  with  great  warmth,  but  was  at 
last  overruled  by  the  majority.  Nevertheless,  they  agreed 
to  make  him  sensible  of  their  displeasure,  and  he  was 
reprimanded  in  his  place*  The  House  of  Lords  having 
also  inquired  into  the  causes  of  the  miscarriages  at  sea, 
very  violent  debates  arose,  and  at  length  the  majority 
resolved,  that  the  admirals  had  done  well  in  the  execu- 
tion of  the  orders  they  had  received.  This  was  a  triumph 
over  the  whig  lords  who  had  so  eagerly  prosecuted  the 
affair,  and  now  protested  against  the  resolution,  not  with- 
out great  appearance  of  reason.  The  next  step  of  the 
Lords  wal  to  exculpate  the  Earl  of  Nottingham,  as  the 
blame  seemed  to  lie  with  him,  on  the  supposition  that 
the  admirals  were  innocent.  With  a  view,  therefore,  to 
transfer  this  blame  to  Trenchard,  the  whiggish  secretary, 
the  earl  gave  the  House  to  understand,  that  he  had  re- 
ceived intelligence  from  Paris  in  the  beginning  of  June, 
containing  a  list  of  the  enemy's  fleet,  and  the  time  of 
their  sailing ;  that  this  was  communicated  to  a  committee 
of  the  council,  and  particularly  imparted  to  Secretary 
Trenchard,  whose  province  it  was  to  transmit  instructions 
to  the  admirals.  Two  conferences  passed  on  this  sub- 
ject between  the  Lords  and  Commons.  Trenchard  de- 
livered in  his  defence  in  writing;  and  was  in  his  turn 
screened  by  the  whole  efforts  of  the  ministry,  in  which 
the  whig  influence  now  predominated.  Thus  an  inquiry 
of  such  national  consequence,  which  took  its  rise  from 
the  king's  own  expression  of  resentment  against  the  de- 
linquents, was  stifled  by  the  arts  of  the  court,  because  it 
was  likely  to  affect  one  of  its  creatures ;  for,  though  there 
was  no  premeditated  treachery  in  the  case,  the  interest 
of  the  public  was  certainly  sacrificed  to  the  mutual  ani- 
mosity of  the  ministers.  The  charge  of  Lord  Falkland 
being  resumed  in  the  House  of  Commons,  he  appeared  to 


WILLIAM  AND  MARY.  179 

have  begged  and  received  of  the  king  the  remaining  two    chap. 
thousand  pounds  of  the  money  which  had  been  paid  by  .    ^^'    . 
Bainsford :  he  was  therefore  declared  guilty  of  a  high     ^^•'» 
misdemeanour  and  breach  of  trust,  and  committed  to  the 
Tower ;  from  whence,  however,  he  was  in  two  days  dis- 
charged upon  his  petition. 

Harley,  Foley,  and  Harcourt,  presented  to  the  House  The  Com- 
a  state  of  the  receipts  and  issues  of  the  revenue,  together  ™Mt^* 
with  two  reports  from  the  commissioners  of  accounts  con*-  for  the  wr- 
coming  sums  issued  for  secret  services,  and  to  members  ^^g**** 
of  Parliament.  This  was  a  discovery  of  the  most  scan-  year. 
dalous  practices  in  the  mystery  of  corruption,  equally 
exercised  on  the  individuals  of  both  parties,  in  occasional 
bounties,  grants,  places,  pensions,  equivalents,  and  addi- 
tional salaries.  The  malecontents,  therefore,  justly  ob- 
served, the  House  of  Commons  was  so  managed  that  the 
king  could  baffle  any  bill,  quash  all  grievances,  stifle 
accounts,  and  rectify  the  articles  of  Limerick.  When 
the  Commons  took  into  consideration  the  estimates  and 
supplies  of  the  ensuing  year,  the  king  demanded  forty 
thousand  men  for  the  navy,  and  above  one  hundred 
thousand  for  the  purposes  of  the  land  service.  Before 
the  House  considered  these  enormous  demands,  they 
granted  four  hundred  thousand  pounds  by  way  of  ad- 
vance, to  quiet  the  clamours  of  the  seamen,  who  were 
become  mutinous  and  desperate  for  want  of  pay,  up- 
wards of  one  million  being  due  to  them  for  wages.  Then 
the  Commons  voted  the  number  of  men  required  for  the 
navy ;  but  they  were  so  ashamed  of  that  for  the  army, 
that  they  thought  it  necessary  to  act  in  such  a  manner  as 
should  imply  that  they  still  retained  some  regard  for 
their  country.  They  called  for  all  the  treaties  subsisting 
between  the  king  and  his  allies:  they  examined  the 
different  proportions  of  the  troops  furnished  by  the  re- 
spective powers :  they  considered  the  intended  augmen- 
tations, and  fixed  the  establishment  of  the  year  at  four- 
score and  three  thousand  one  hundred  and  twenty-one 
men,  including  officers.  For  the  maintenance  of  these 
they  allotted  the  sum  of  two  millions  five  hundred  and 
thirty  thousand  five  hundred  and  ninety  pounds.  They 
granted  two  millions  for  the  navy,  and  about  five  hundred 
thousand  pounds  to  make  good  the  deficiencies  of  the 
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CHAP,    annuity  and  poll-bills ;  so  that  the  supplies  for  tbe  year 
>    ^^'  >  amounted  to  about  five  millions  and  a  half,  raised  by  a 
1693.     land-tax  of  four  shillings  in  the  pound,  by  two  more 
lives  in  the  annuities,  a  further  excise  on  beer,  a  new 
duty  on  salt,  and  a  lottery. 
The  king        Though  the  malecouteuts  in  Parliament  could  not 
bTJ^^t  withstand  this  torrent  of  prolusion,  they  endeavoured 
f'®®  *°i?i    ^  distress  the  court-interest,  by  reviving  the  popular  bills 
pwc^d-     of  the  preceding  session ;  such  as  that  for  regulating 
ir^enf*'  trials  in  cases  of  high  treason,  the  other  for  the  more 
and  the      frequeut  calling  and  meeting  of  Parliaments,  and  that 
House  re-  concemiug  free  and  impartial  proceedings  in  Parliament, 
monstrates  The  first  was  ueglected  in  the  House  of  Lords ;  the 
j^ct^***^**  second  was  rejected ;  the  third  was  passed  by  the  Com- 
mons, on  the  supposition  that  it  would  be  defeated  in 
the  other  House.     The  Lords  returned  it  with  certain 
amendments,  to  which  the  Commons  would  not  agree : 
a  conference  ensued ;  the  Peers  receded  from  their  cor- 
rections, and  passed  the  bill,  to  which  the  king,  however, 
refused  his  assent.     Nothing  could  be  more  unpopular 
and  dangerous  than  such  a  step  at  this  juncture.     The 
Commons,  in  order  to  recover  some  credit  with  the  peo- 
ple, determined  to  disapprove  of  his  majesty's  conduct. 
The  House  formed  itself  into  a  committee,  to  take  the 
state  of  the  kingdom  into  consideration.     They  resolved 
tthat  whoever  advised  the  king  to  refuse  the  royal  assent 
to  that  bill  was  an  enemy  to  their  majesties  and  the  king- 
dom.     They  likewise  presented  an  address,  expressing 
their  concern  that  he  had  not  given  his  consent  to  the 
bill,  and  beseeching  his  majesty  to  hearken  for  the  future 
to  the  advice  of  his  Parliament,  rather  than  to  the  counsels 
of  particular  persons,  who  might  have  private  interests 
of  their  own,  separate  from  those  of  his  majesty  and  his 
people.     The  king  thanked   them  for  their  zeal,  pro- 
fessed a  warm  regard  for  their  constitution,  and  assured 
them  he  would  look  upon  all  parties  as  enemies,  who 
should  endeavour  to  lessen  the  confidence  subsisting  be- 
tween the  sovereign  and  people.     The  members  in  the 
opposition  were  not  at  all  satisfied  with  this  general  reply. 
A  day  being  appointed  to  take  it  into  consideration,  a 
warm  debate  was  maintained  with  equal  eloquence  and 
acrimony.     At  length  the  question  being  put^  that  an 
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address  should  be  made  for  a  more  explicit  answer,  it    chap. 
was  passed  in  the  negative  by  a  great  majority.  .    ^^'    . 

The  city  of  London  petitioned  that  a  parliamentary  ^^^^^^ 
provision  might  be  made  for  the  orphans,  whose  fortunes  mentof  the 
they  had  scandalously  squandered  away.  Such  an  ap-  Eng^^l^^^^ 
plication  had  been  made  in  the  preceding  session,  and 
rejected  with  disdain,  as  an  imposition  on  the  public; 
but  now  those  scruples  were  removed,  and  the  House 
passed  a  bill  for  this  purpose,  consisting  of  many  clauses, 
extending  to  different  charges  on  the  city  lands, 
aqueducts,  and  personal  estates ;  imposing  duties  on 
binding  apprentices,  constituting  freemen,  as  also  upon 
wines  and  coals  imported  into  London.  On  the  twenty- 
third  day  of  March  these  bills  received  the  royal  assent ; 
and  the  king  took  that  opportunity  of  recommending 
despatch,  as  the  season  of  the  year  was  far  advanced, 
and  the  enemy  diligently  employed  in  making  prepara- 
tions for  an  early  campaign.  The  scheme  of  a  national 
bank,  like  those  of  Amsterdam  and  Genoa,  had  been  re- 
commended to  the  ministry  as  an  excellent  institution, 
as  well  for  the  credit  and  security  of  the  government, 
as  for  the  increase  of  trade  and  circulation.  One  project 
was  invented  by  Dr.  Hugh  Chamberlain,  proposing  the 
circulation  of  tickets  on  land  security;  but  William 
Paterson  was  author  of  that  which  was  carried  into  exe- 
cution by  the  interest  of  Michael  Godfrey,  and  other 
active  projectors.  The  scheme  was  founded  on  the  notion 
of  a  transferable  fund,  and  a  circulation  by  bill  on  the 
credit  of  a  large  capital.  Forty  merchants  subscribed  to 
the  amount  of  five  hundred  thousand  pounds,  as  a  fund 
of  ready  money,  to  circulate  one  million  at  eight  per 
cent,  to  be  lent  to  the  government ;  and  even  this  fund 
of  ready  money  bore  the  same  interest.  When  it  was 
properly  digested  in  the  cabinet,  and  a  majority  in  Par- 
liament secured  for  its  reception,  the  undertakers  for 
the  court  introduced  it  into  the  House  of  Commons,  and 
expatiated  upon  the  national  advantages  that  would 
accrue  from  such  a  measure.  They  said  it  would  rescue 
this  nation  out  of  the  hands  of  extortioners  and  usurers, 
lower  interest,  raise  the  value  of  land,  revive  and  establish 
public  credit,  extend  circulation,  consequently,  improve 
commerce,  facilitate  the  annual  supplies,  and  connect  the 
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CHAP,  people  the  more  closely  with  the  government.  The  pro- 
.  ^J-  ,  ject  was  violently  opposed  by  a  strong  party,  who  affirmed 
*®*^  that  it  would  become  a  monopoly,  and  engross  the 
whole  money  of  the  kingdom;  that,  as  it  must  infallibly 
be  subservient  to  government  views,  it  might  be  em- 
ployed to  the  worst  purposes  of  arbitrary  power ;  that, 
instead  of  assisting,  it  would  weaken  commerce,  by 
tempting  people  to  withdraw  their  money  from  trade, 
and  employ  it  in  stock-jobbing ;  that  it  would  produce 
a  swarm  of  brokers  and  jobbers,  to  prey  upon  their  fel- 
low-creatures, encourage  fraud  and  gaming,  and  further 
corrupt  the  morals  of  the  nation.  Notwithstanding  these 
objections,  the  bill  made  its  way  through  the  two  Houses, 
establishing  the  funds  for  the  security  and  advantage 
of  the  subscribers;  empowering  their  majesties  to  in- 
corporate them  by  the  name  of  The  Governor  and 
Company  of  the  Bank  of  England,  under  a  proviso, 
that  at  any  time  after  the  first  day  of  August,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  five,  upon  a  year's 
notice,  and  the  repayment  of  the  twelve  hundred  thou- 
sand pounds,  the  said  corporation  should  cease  and  de- 
termine. The  bill  likewise  contained  clauses  of  appro- 
priation for  the  service  of  the  public.  The  whole  sub- 
scription was  filled  in  ten  days  after  its  being  opened  ; 
and  the  court  of  directors  completed  the  payment  before 
the  expiration  of  the  time  prescribed  by  the  act,  although 
they  did  not  call  in  more  than  seven  hundred  and 
twenty  thousand  pounds  of  the  money  subscribed.  All 
these  funds  proving  inadequate  to  the  estimates,  the 
Commons  brought  in  a  bill  to  impose  stamp  duties  upon 
all  vellum,  parchment^  and  paper,  used  in  almost  every 
kind  of  intercourse  between  man  and  man ;  and  they 
crowned  the  oppression  of  the  year  with  another  grievous 
tax  upon  carriages,  under  the  name  of  a  bill  for  licensing 
and  regulating  hackney  and  stage-coaches. 
The  East  The  Commous,  in  a  clause  of  the  bill  for  taxing  several 
panyobtein  j^i'^t-stocks,  provided,  that  in  case  of  a  default  in  the 
a  new  char-  payment  of  that  tax,  within  the  time  limited  by  the  act, 
the  charter  of  the  company  so  failing  should  be  deemed 
void  and  forfeited.  The  East  India  Company  actually 
neglected  their  payment,  and  the  public  imagined  the 
ministry  would  seize  this  opportunity  of  dissolving  a 
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moiK^oly  against  which  so  many  complaints  had  be^i  chaf. 
made ;  but  the  directors  understood  their  own  strength ; .  ^J'  . 
and  instead  of  being  broken,  obtained  the  promise  of  a  i*^* 
new  charter.  This  was  no  sooner  known,  than  the  con-* 
troversy  between  them  and  their  adversaries  was  re- 
vived with  such  animosity,  that  the  council  thought  pro* 
per  to  indulge  both  parties  with  a  hearing.  As  this  pro- 
duced no  resolution,  the  merchants  who  opposed  the 
company  petitioned,  that,  in  the  mean  while,  the  new 
charter  might  be  suspended.  Addresses  of  the  same 
kind  were  presented  by  a  great  number  of  clothiers, 
linen-drapers,  and  other  dealers.  To  these  a  written 
answer  was  published  by  the  company :  the  merchants 
printed  a  reply,  in  which  they  undertook  to  prove,  that 
the  company  had  been  guilty  of  unjust  and  unwarrant* 
able  actions,  tending. to  the  scandal  of  religion,  the  dis- 
honour of  the  nation,  the  reproach  of  our  laws,  the  op- 
pression of  the  people,  and  the  ruin  of  trade.  They  ob- 
served, that  two  private  ships  had  exported  in  one  year 
three  times  as  many  cloths  as  the  company  had  exported 
in  three  years.  They  offered  to  send  more  cloth  and 
English  merchandise  to  the  Indies  in  one  year  than  the 
company  had  exported  in  five ;  to  furnish  the  govern- 
ment with  five  hundred  tons  of  saltpetre  for  less  than 
one-half  of  the  usual  price ;  and  they  represented,  that 
the  company  could  neither  lade  the  ships  they  petitioned 
for  in  England,  nor  relade  them  in  the  East  Indies.  In 
spite  of  all  these  remonstrances,  the  new  charter  passed 
the  great  seal ;  though  the  grants  contained  in  it  were 
limited  in  such  a  manner,  that  they  did  not  amount  to 
fui  exclusive  privilege,  and  subjected  the  company  to 
such  alterations,  restrictions,  and  qualifications,  as  the 
king  should  direct  before  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  Sep- 
tember. This  indulgence,  and  other  favours  granted  to 
the  company,  were  privately  purchased  of  the  ministry, 
and  became  productive  of  a  loud  outcry  against  the 
government.  The  merchants  published  a  journal  of  the 
whole  transaction,  and  petitioned  the  House  of  Commons 
that  their  liberty  of  trading  to  the  East  Indies  might  be 
confirmed  by  Parliament.  Another  petition  was  pre- 
sented by  the  company,  praying  that  their  charter  might 
rteeive  a  parliamentary  sanction.  Both  parties  employed 
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CHAP,  all  their  address  in  making  private  application  to  the 
.  ^^'  .  members.  The  House  having  examined  the  different 
1693.  charters,  the  book  of  their  new  subscriptions,  and  every 
particular  relating  to  the  company,  resolved  that  all  the 
subjects  of  England  had  an  equal  right  to  trade  to  the 
East  Indies,  unless  prohibited  by  act  of  Parliament. 
^ine»"  "^^^  nothing  engrossed  the  attention  of  the  public 
turaiiza-  more  than  a  bill  which  was  brought  into  the  House  for 
to  ed  ^  general  naturalization  of  all  foreign  Protestants.  The 
advocates  for  this  measure  alleged,  that  great  part  of  the 
lands  of  England  lay  uncultivated ;  that  the  strength  of 
a  nation  consisted  in  the  number  of  inhabitants ;  that 
the  people  were  thinned  by  the  war  and  foreign  voyages, 
and  required  an  extraordinary  supply ;  that  a  great  num- 
ber of  Protestants,  persecuted  in  France  and  other  coun- 
tries, would  gladly  remove  to  a  land  of  freedom,  and 
bring  along  with  them  their  wealth  and  manufactures ; 
that  the  community  had  been  largely  repaid  for  the  pro- 
tection granted  to  those  refugees  who  had  already  settled 
in  the  kingdom.  They  had  introduced  several  new 
branches  of  manufacture,  promoted  industry,  and  lowered 
the  price  of  labour ;  a  circumstance  of  the  utmost  im- 
portance to  trade,  oppressed  as  it  was  with  taxes,  and 
exposed  to  uncommon  hazard  from  the  enemy.  The  op- 
ponents of  the  bill  urged  with  great  vehemence,  that  it 
would  cheapen  the  birthright  of  Englishmen ;  that  the 
want  of  culture  was  owing  to  the  oppression  of  the 
times ;  that  foreigners  being  admitted  into  the  pri- 
vileges of  the  British  trade,  would  grow  wealthy  at  the 
expense  of  their  benefactors,  and  transfer  the  fortunes 
they  had  gained  into  their  native  country ;  that  the  re- 
duction in  the  price  of  labour  would  be  a  national 
grievance,  while  many  thousands  of  English  manufac- 
turers were  starving  for  want  of  employment,  and  the 
price  of  provisions  continued  so  high,  that  even  those 
who  were  employed  could  scarce  supply  their  femilies 
with  bread :  that  the  real  design  of  the  bill  was  to  make 
such  an  accession  to  the  dissenters,  as  would  render  them 
an  equal  match  in  the  body-politic  for  those  of  the 
church  of  England ;  to  create  a  greater  dependence  on 
the  crown,  and,  in  a  word,  to  supply  a  foreign  head  with 
foreign  members.  Sir  John  Knight,  a  member  of  the  House, 
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in  a  speech  upon  this  subject,  exaggerated  the  bad  conse-    chap. 
quences  that  would  attend  such  a  bill,  with  all  the  wit  and  v__i3l-^ 
•virulence  of  satire :  it  was  printed  and  dispersed  through     ^®^3- 
the  kingdom,  and  raised  such  a  flame  among  the  people 
as  had  not  appeared  since  the  Revolution.     They  ex- 
claimed, that  all  offices  would  be  conferred  upon  Dutch- 
men, who  would  become  lord-danes,  and  prescribe  the 
modes  of  religion  and  government ;  and  they  extolled 
Sir  John  Knight  as  the  saviour  of  the  nation.      The 
courtiers,  incensed  at  the  progress  of  this  clamour,  com- 
plained in  the  House  of  the  speech  which  had  been 
printed ;  and  Sir  John  was  threatened  with  expulsion  f  "™®** 
and  imprisonment.     He,  therefore,  thought  proper  toquierea. 
disown  the  paper,  which  was  burned  by  the  hands  of  the  wiuiam.  * 
common  hangman.      This  sacrifice  served  only  to  in-Tindai. 
crease  the  popular  disturbance,  which  rose  to  such  a  Tracts, 
height  of  violence,  that  the  court-party  began  to  tremble ;  ^{p^- 
and  the  bill  was  dropped  for  the  present. 

Lord  Coningsby  and  Mr.  Porter  had  committed  the  Sir  Francis 
most  flagrant  acts  of  oppression  in  Ireland.  These  had  perish^  in 
been  explained  during  the  last  session  by  the  gentlemen  » storm. 
who  appealed  against  the  administration  of  Lord  Sidney; 
but  they  were  screened  by  the  ministry ;  and,  therefore, 
the  Earl  of  Bellamont  now  impeached  them  in  the  House 
of  Commons,  of  which  he  and  they  were  members.  After 
an  examination  of  the  articles  exhibited  against  them, 
the  Commons,  who  were  by  this  time  at  the  devotion  of 
the  court,  declared  that,  considering  the  state  of  af&irs 
in  Ireland,  they  did  not  think  them  fit  grounds  for  an 
impeachment.  In  the  course  of  this  session,  the  nation 
sustained  another  misfortune  in  the  fate  of  Sir  Francis 
Wheeler,  who  had  been  appointed  commander-in-chief 
of  the  Mediterranean  squadron.  He  received  instructions 
^o  take  under  his  convoy  the  merchant-ships  bound  to 
Turkey,  Spain,  and  Italy ;  to  cruise  thirty  days  in  a  cer- 
tain latitude,  for  the  protection  of  the  Spanish  plate-fleet 
homeward  bound ;  to  leave  part  of  his  squadron  at  Cadiz, 
as  convoy  to  the  trade  for  England;  to  proceed  with  the 
rest  to  the  Mediterranean ;  to  join  the  Spanish  fleet  in 
his  return ;  and  to  act  in  concert  with  them,  until  he 
should  be  joined  by  the  fleet  from  Turkey  and  the  Straits, 
and  accompany  them  back  to  England.    About  the  latter 
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CHAP,    end  of  October  he  set  sail  from  St.  Helenas,  and   in 
^   ^y*  .  January  arrived  at  Cadiz  with  the  ships  under  his  convoy. 
1694.     There  leaving  Rear-Admiral  Hopson,  he  proceeded  for 
the  Mediterranean.      In  the  bay  of  Gibraltar  he  was 
overtaken  by  a  dreadful  tempest,  under  a  lee-shore,  which 
he  could  not  possibly  weather,  and  where  the  ground  was 
so  foul  that  no  anchor  would  hold.     This  expedient^ 
however,  >vas  tried.     A  great  number  of  ships  were  driven 
ashore,  and  many  perished.    The  admiral's  ship  foundered 
at  sea,  and  he  and  all  his  crew  were  buried  in  the  deep, 
except  two  Moors,  who  were  miraculously  preserved. 
Two  other  ships  of  the  line,  three  ketches,  and  six  mer- 
chant-ships, were  lost.     The  remains  of  the  fleet  were  so 
much  shattered,  that,  instead  of  prosecuting  their  voyage, 
they  returned  to  Cadiz,  in  order  to  be  refitted,  and  shel- 
tered from  the  attempts  of  the  French  squadrons,  which 
were  still  at  sea,  under  the  command  of  Chateau-Renaud 
and  Grabaret.     On  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  April  the  king 
closed  the  session  with  a  speech  in  the  usual  style,  and 
the  Parliament  was  prorogued  to  the  eighteenth  day  of 
September  **. 
The  Eng-        Louis  of  France  being  tired  of  the  war,  which  had 
tempt  to     impoverished  his  country,  continued  to  tamper  with  the 
scent  ^^^  Duke  of  Savoy,  and,  by  the  channel  of  the  pope,  made 
Camaret-    somo  ofiers  to  the  King  of  Spain,  which  were  rejected. 
ba^,but     Meanwhile   he  resolved   to  stand  upon  the  defensive 
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^  Besides  the  bills  already  mentioned,  the  Parliament  in  this  session  passed  an 
act  for  taking  and  stating  the  public  accounts — another  to  encourage  ship-build- 
ing— a  third  for  the  better  disciplining  the  navy — the  usual  militia  act — ^and  an 
act  enabling  his  majesty  to  make  grants  and  leases  in  the  Duchy  of  Cornwall.  One 
was  also  passed  for  renewing  a  clause  in  an  old  statute,  limiting  the  number  of 
justices  of  the  peace  in  the  principality  of  Wales.  The  Duke  of  Norfolk  brought 
an  action  in  the  Court  of  King's  Bench  against  Mr.  Germaine  for  criminal  con- 
versation with  his  duchess.  The  cause  was  tried,  and  the  jury  brought  in  their 
verdict  for  one  hundred  marks,  and  costs  of  suit,  in  favour  of  the  plaintiff. 

Before  the  king  embarked,  he  gratified  a  good  number  of  his  friends  with  pro- 
motions. Lord  Charles  Butler,  brother  to  the  Duke  of  Ormond,  was  created  Lord 
Butler,  of  Weston  in  England,  and  Earl  of  Arran  in  Ireland .  The  Earl  of  Shrews- 
burv  was  honoured  with  the  title  of  duke.  The  Earl  of  Mulgrave,  being  reconciled 
to  the  court  measures,  was  gratified  with  a  pension  of  three  thousand  pounds,  and 
the  title  of  Marquis  of  Normanby.  Henry  Herbert  was  ennobled  by  the  title  of 
Baron  Herbert,  of  Cherbury.  The  Earls  of  Bedford,  Devonshire,  and  Clare,  were 
promoted  to  the  rank  of  dukes.  The  Marquis  of  Caermarthen  was  made  Duke  of 
Leeds  ;  Lord  Viscount  Sidney,  created  Earl  of  Romney  ;  and  Viscount  Newport, 
Earl  of  Bedford.  Russel  was  advanced  to  the  head  of  the  Admiralty-board.  Sir 
Greorge  Rooke  and  Sir  John  Houblon  were  appointed  joint  commissioners,  in  the 
room  of  Killegrew  and  DelavaL  Charles  Montague  was  made  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer ;  and  Sir  William  Trumbal  and  John  Smith,  commissioners  of  the 
treasury^  in  the  room  of  Sir  Edward  Seymour  and  Mr.  Hambden. 
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during  the  ensuing  campaign,  in  every  part  but  Catalonia, 
where  his  whole  naval  force  might  co-operate  with  the 
Count  de  Noailles,  who  commanded  the  land  army.  i«*4. 
King  William  having  received  intelligence  of  the  design 
upon  Barcelona,  endeavoured  to  prevent  the  junction  of 
the  Brest  and  Toulon  squadrons,  by  sending  Russel  to 
sea  as  early  as  the  fleet  could  be  in  a  condition  to  sail ; 
but  before  he  arrived  at  Portsmouth,  the  Brest  squadron 
had  quitted  that  harbour.  On  the  third  day  of  May  the 
admiral  sailed  from  St.  Helen's  with  the  combined  squa- 
drons of  England  and  Holland,  amounting  to  ninety  ships 
of  the  line,  besides  frigates,  fire-ships,  and  tenders.  He 
detached  Captain  Pritchard  of  the  Monmouth  with  two 
fire-ships,  to  destroy  a  fleet  of  French  merchant-ships  near 
Conquet-bay ;  and  this  service  being  performed,  he  re- 
turned to  St.  Helen's,  where  he  had  left  Sir  Cloudesley 
Shovel  with  a  squadron,  to  take  on  board  a  body  of  land 
forces,  intended  for  a  descent  upon  the  coast  of  France. 
These  being  embarked,  under  the  command  of  General 
Ptolemache,  the  whole  fleet  sailed  again  on  the  twenty- 
ninth  of  May.  The  land  and  sea  officers,  in  a  council  of 
war,  agreed  that  part  of  the  fleet  designed  for  this  expe- 
dition should  separate  from  the  rest,  and  proceed  to  Ca- 
maret-bay,  where  the  forces  should  be  landed.  On  the 
fifth  day  of  June,  Lord  Berkeley,  who  commanded  this 
squadron,  parted  with  the  grand  fleet,  and  on  the  seventh 
anchored  between  the  bays  of  Camaret  and  Bertaume. 
Next  day  the  Marquis  of  Caermarthen,  afterwards  Duke 
of  Leeds,  who  served  under  Berkeley,  as  rear-admiral  of 
the  blue,  entered  Camaret-bay  with  two  large  ships  and 
six  frigates,  to  cover  the  troops  in  landing.  The  French 
had  received  intelligence  of  the  design,  and  taken  such 
precautions,  under  the  conduct  of  the  celebrated  engineer, 
Vauban,  that  the  English  were  exposed  to  a  terrible  fire 
from  new-erected  batteries,  as  well  as  from  a  strong  body 
of  troops ;  and  though  the  ships  cannonaded  them  with 
great  vigour,  the  soldiers  could  not  maintain  any  regu- 
larity in  landing.  A  good  number  were  killed  in  the 
open  boats  before  they  reached  the  shore ;  and  those  who 
landed  were  soon  repulsed,  in  spite  of  all  the  endeavours 
of  General  Ptolemache,  who  received  a  wound  in  the 
thigh,  which  proved  mortal.    Seven  hundred  soldiers  are 
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CHAP,    said  to  have  been  lost  on  this  occasion,  besides  those  who 
V    ^^'    ,  were  killed  on  board  of  the  ships.    The  Monk  ship  of  war 
1694.     i^yag  towed  off  with  great  difficulty ;  but  a  Dutch  frigate 
of  thirty  guns  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 
They  bom-      After  this  unfortunate  attempt,  Lord  Berkeley,  with 
Dieppe,      the  advicc  of  a  council  of  war,  sailed  back  for  England, 
Havre-de-  and  at  St.  Helen's  received  orders  from  the  queen  to  call 
Dunkirk,    a  couucil,  and  deliberate  in  what  manner  the  ships  and 
and  Calais,  forces  might  be  best  employed.     They  agreed  to  make 
some  attempt  upon  the  coast  of  Normandy.     With  this 
view  they  set  sail  on  the  fifth  day  of  July.     They  bom- 
barded Dieppe,  and  reduced  the  greatest  part  of  the  town 
to  ashes.    Thence  they  steered  to  Havre-de-Grace,  which 
met  with  the  same  fate.     They  harassed  the  French 
troops,    who  marched   after   them  along  shore.     They 
alarmed  the  whole  coast,  and  filled  every  town  with  such 
consternation,  that  they  would  have  been  abandoned  by 
the  inhabitants,  had  they  not  been  detained  by  military 
force.     On  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  July,  Lord  Berkeley 
returned  to  St.  Helen's,  where  he  quitted  the  fleet,  and 
the  command  devolved  upon  Sir  Cloudesley  Shovel.    This 
officer  having  received  instructions  to  make  an  attempt 
upon  Dunkirk,  sailed  round  to  the  Downs,  where  he 
was  joined  by  M.  Meesters,  with  six-and-twenty  Dutch 
pilots.     On  the  twelfth  of  September  he  appeared  before 
Dunkirk;   and   next   day  sent   in   the  Charles  galley, 
with  two  bomb-ketches,  and  as  many  of  the  machines 
called  infernals.     These  were  set  on  fire  without  effect, 
and  the  design  miscarried  ;  then  Shovel  steered  to  Calais, 
which  having  bombarded  with  little  success,  he  returned 
to  the  coast  of  England ;   and  the  bomb-ketches  and 
machines  were  sent  into  the  river  Thames. 
Admii-ai         During  these  transactions,  Admiral  Russel,  with  the 
jbr^eMe-grai^d  fl®®*5  Sailed   to  the  Mediterranean;   and  being 
diterra-     joined  by  Rear-Admiral  Neville  from  Cadiz,  together 
H^es  Bar-  with  Callcmberg  and  Evertzen,  he  steered  towards  Bar- 
celona,     celona,  which  was  besieged  by  the  French  fleet  and  army, 
at  Cadiz.    At  his  approach,  Tourville  retired  with  precipitation  into 
the  harbour  of  Toulon ;  and  Noailles  abandoned  his  en- 
terprise.    The  Spanish  aflairs  were  in  such  a  deplorable 
condition,  that  without  this  timely  assistance  the  kingdom 
must  have  been  undone.     While  he  continued  in  the 
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Mediterranean,  the  French  admiral  durst  not  venture  to 
appear  at  sea ;  and  all  his  projects  were  disconcerted. 
After  having  asserted  the  honour  of  the  British  flag  in  ^^^^* 
those  seas  during  the  whole  summer,  he  sailed  in  the 
beginning  of  November  to  Cadiz,  where,  by  an  express 
order  of  the  king,  he  passed  the  winter,  during  which  he 
took  such  precautions  for  preventing  Tourville  from  pass- 
ing the  Straits,  that  he  did  not  think  proper  to  risk  the 
passage. 

It  will  now  be  necessary  to  describe  the  operations  on  Campaign 
the  continent.  In  the  middle  of  May,  King  William  ^J^**"" 
arrived  in  Holland,  where  he  consulted  with  the  States- 
General.  On  the  third  day  of  June  he  repaired  to 
Bethlem-abbey,  near  Lou  vain,  the  place  appointed  for  the 
rendezvous  of  the  army ;  and  there  he  was  met  by  the 
Electors  of  Bavaria  and  Cologn.  In  a  few  days  a  nume- 
rous army  was  assembled ;  and  every  thing  seemed  to 
promise  an  active  campaign.  On  the  third  day  of  June  the 
dauphin  assumed  the  command  of  the  French  forces,  with 
which  Luxembourg  had  taken  post  between  Mons  and 
Maubeuge ;  and  passing  the  Sambre,  encamped  at  Fleu- 
rus ;  but  on  the  eighteenth,  he  removed  from  thence,  and 
took  up  his  quarters  between  St.  Tron  and  Wanheim ; 
while  the  confederates  lay  at  Roosbeck.  On  the  eleventh 
of  July,  the  dauphin  marched  in  four  columns  to  Oerle 
upon  the  Jaar,  where  he  pitched  his  camp.  On  the 
twenty-second,  the  confederates  marched  to  Bomale; 
then  the  dauphin  took  the  route  to  Vignamont,  where 
he  secured  his  army  by  intrenchments,  as  his  forces  were 
inferior  in  number  to  those  of  the  allies ;  and  he  had 
been  directed  by  his  father  to  avoid  an  engagement.  In 
this  situation  both  armies  remained  till  the  fifteenth  day 
of  August,  when  King  William  sent  the  heavy  baggage 
to  Louvain ;  and  on  the  eighteenth  made  a  motion  to 
Sombref.  This  was  no  sooner  known  to  the  enemy,  than 
they  decamped ;  and  having  marched  all  night,  posted 
themselves  between  Temploux  and  Masy,  within  a  league 
and  a  half  of  the  confederates.  The  King  of  England 
resolved  to  pass  the  Scheldt ;  and  with  this  view  marched, 
by  the  way  of  Nivelle  and  Soignies,  to  Chievres :  from 
thence  he  detached  the  Duke  of  Wirtemberg,  with  a 
strong  body  of  horse  and  foot,  to  pass  the  river  at  Oude- 
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CHAP,    narde-  while  the  Elector  of  Bavaria  advanced  with  ano- 

TIT 

V— ^,-1-;  ther  detachment  to  pass  it  at  Pont  de  Espieres.  Not- 
1694.  withstanding  all  the  expedition  they  could  make,  their 
purpose  was  anticipated  by  Luxembourg,  who,  being  ap- 
prised of  their  route,  had  detached  four  thousand  horse, 
with  each  a  foot  soldier  behind  the  trooper,  to  reinforce 
M,  de  Valette,  who  commanded  that  part  of  the  French 
line.  These  were  sustained  by  a  choice  body  of  men 
who  travelled  with  great  expedition,  without  observing 
the  formalities  of  a  march.  Mareschal  de  Villeroy  fol- 
lowed the  same  route,  with  all  the  cavalry  of  the  right 
wing,  the  household  troops,  and  twenty  field -pieces;  and 
the  rest  of  the  army  was  brought  up  by  the  dauphin  in 
person.  They  marched  with  such  incredible  diligence, 
that  the  Elector  of  Bavaria  could  scarce  believe  his  own 
eyes,  when  he  arrived  in  sight  of  the  Scheldt,  and  saw  them 
intrenching  themselves  on  the  other  side  of  the  river. 
King  William  having  reconnoitred  their  disposition, 
thought  it  impracticable  to  pass  at  that  place ;  and  there- 
fore marched  down  the  river  to  Oudenarde,  where  a  pas- 
sage had  been  already  effected  by  the  Duke  of  Wirtem- 
berg.  Here  the  confederates  passed  the  Scheldt  on  the 
twenty-seventh  day  of  the  month ;  and  the  king  fixed  his 
head-quarters  at  Wanneghem.  His  intention  was  to  have 
taken  possession  of  Courtray,  and  established  winter- 
quarters  for  a  considerable  part  of  his  army  in  that  dis- 
trict ;  but  Luxembourg  having  posted  himself  between 
that  place  and  Menin,  extended  his  lines  in  such  a  man- 
ner, that  the  confederates  could  not  attempt  to  force 
them,  nor  even  hinder  him  from  subsisting  his  army  at 
the  expense  of  the  Castellany  of  Courtray,  during  the 
remainder  of  the  campaign.  This  surprising  march  was 
of  such  importance  to  the  French  king,  that  he  wrote  with 
his  own  hand  a  letter  of  thanks  to  his  army;  and  ordered 
that  it  should  be  read  to  every  particular  squadron  and 
battalion. 
The  allies  The  King  of  England,  though  disappointed  in  his 
Huyr  scheme  upon  Courtray,  found  means  to  make  some  ad- 
vantage of  his  superiority  in  number.  He  drafted  troops 
from  the  garrisons  of  Liege  and  Maestricht ;  and  on  the 
third  day  of  September  reinforced  this  body  with  a  large 
detachment  from  his  ovm  camp,  conferring  the  command 
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upon  the  Duke  of  Holstein-Ploen,  with  orders  to  under-  chap, 
take  the  siege  of  Huy.  Next  day  the  whole  confederate  -  /  ^ 
forces  passed  the  Lys,  and  encamped  at  Wouterghem.  ^^^• 
From  thence  the  king,  with  part  of  the  army,  marched  to 
Boselaer :  this  diversion  obliged  the  dauphin  to  make 
considerable  detachments,  for  the  security  of  Ypres  and 
Menin  on  one  side,  and  to  cover  Fumes  and  Dunkirk  on 
the  other.  At  this  juncture,  a  Frenchman  being  seized 
in  the  very  act  of  setting  fire  to  one  of  the  ammunition 
waggons  in  the  allied  army,  confessed  he  had  been  em- 
ployed for  this  purpose  by  some  of  the  French  generals, 
and  suffered  death  as  a  traitor.  On  the  sixteenth  day 
of  the  month,  the  Duke  of  Holstein-Ploen  invested  Huy, 
and  carried  on  the  siege  with  such  vigour,  that  in  ten 
days  the  garrison  capitulated.  The  king  ordered  Dix- 
muyde,  Dejniese,  Ninove,  and  Tirlemonte,  to  be  secured 
for  winter-quarters  to  part  of  the  army :  the  dauphin  re- 
turned to  Versailles :  William  quitted  the  camp  on  the 
last  day  of  September ;  and  both  armies  broke  up  about 
the  middle  of  October. 

The  operations  on  the  Rhine  were  preconcerted  be-  The  Prince 
tween  King  William  and  the  Prince  of  Baden,  who  had  l[^2e 
visited  London  in  the  winter.     The  dispute  between  the  Rhine,  but 
emperor  and  the  Elector  of  Saxony  was  compromised  ;}orepfL 
and  this  young  prince  dying  during  the  negotiation,  the  that  nver. 
treaty  was  perfected  by  his  brother  and  successor,  who  iJ^u^^^ 
engaged  to  furnish  twelve  thousand  men  yearly,  in  con-  ga^y- 
sideration  of  a  subsidy  from  the  court  of  Vienna.     In 
the  beginning  of  June,  Mareschal  de  Lorges  passed  the 
Rhine  at  Philipsburg,  in  order  to  give  battle  to  the  im- 
perialists, encamped  at  Hailbron.     The  Prince  of  Baden, 
who  vras  not  yet  joined  by  the  Saxons,  Hessians,  nor  by 
the  troops  of  M unster  and  Paderborn,  despatched  couriers 
to  quicken  the  march  of  these  auxiliaries,  and  advanced 
to  Eppingen,  where  he  proposed  to  vrait  till  they  should 
come  up ;  but,  on  the  fifteenth,  receiving  undoubted  in- 
telligence that  the  enemy  were  in  motion  towards  him, 
he  advanced  to  meet  them  in  order  of  battle.     De  Lorges 
concluded  that  this  was  a  desperate  effort,  and  immediately 
halted  to  make  the  necessary  preparations  for  an  engage- 
ment. This  pause  enabled  Prince  Louis  to  take  possession 
of  a  strong  pass  near  Sintzheim,  from  which  he  could  not 
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CHAP,    easily  be  dislodged.     Then  the  mareschal  proceeded  to 

^ Z '  Viseloch,  and  ravaged  the  adjacent  country,  in  hopes  of 

1694.  drawing  the  imperialists  from  their  intrenchments.  The 
prince  being  joined  by  the  Hessians,  resolved  to  beat  up 
the  quarters  of  the  enemy ;  and  the  French  general  being 
apprised  of  his  design,  retreated  at  midnight  with  the 
utmost  precipitation.  Having  posted  himself  at  Ruth, 
he  sent  his  heavy  baggage  to  Philipsburg;  then  he 
moved  to  Gonsbergh,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Manheim, 
repassed  the  Rhine,  and  encamped  between  Spiers  and 
Worms,  The  Prince  of  Baden  being  joined  by  the  allies, 
passed  the  river  by  a  bridge  of  boats  near  Hagenbach,  in 
the  middle  of  September ;  and  laid  the  country  of  Alsace 
under  contribution.  Considering  the  advanced  season  of 
the  year,  this  was  a  rash  undertaking ;  and  the  French 
general  resolved  to  profit  by  his  enemy's  temerity.  He 
forthwith  advanced  against  the  imperialists,  foreseeing 
that,  should  they  be  worsted  in  battle,  their  whole  army 
would  be  ruined.  Prince  Louis,  informed  of  his  inten- 
tion, immediately  passed  the  Rhine  ;  and  this  retreat  was 
no  sooner  effected,  than  the  river  swelled  to  such  a  degree, 
that  the  island  in  the  middle,  and  great  part  of  the  camp 
he  had  occupied,  was  overflowed.  Soon  after  this  incident 
both  armies  retired  into  winter-quarters.  The  campaign 
in  Hungary  produced  no  event  of  importance.  It  was 
opened  by  the  new  visir,  who  arrived  at  Belgrade  in  the 
middle  of  August;  and  about  the  same  time  Caprara 
assembled  the  imperial  army  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Peterwaradin.  The  Turks  passed  the  Saave,  in  order  to 
attack  their  camp,  and  carried  on  their  approaches  with 
five  hundred  pieces  of  cannon ;  but  made  very  little  pro- 
gress. The  imperialists  received  reinforcements;  the 
season  wasted  away ;  a  feud  arose  between  the  visir  and 
the  cham  of  the  Tartars ;  and  the  Danube  being  swelled 
by  heavy  rains,  so  as  to  interrupt  the  operations  of  the 
Turks,  their  general  decamped  in  the  night  of  the  first  of 
October.  They  afterwards  made  an  unsuccessful  attempt 
upon  Titul,  while  the  imperial  general  made  himself 
master  of  Giula.  In  the  course  of  this  summer,  the 
Venetians,  who  were  also  at  war  with  the  Turks,  reduced 
Cyclut^  a  place  of  importance  on  the  river  Naranta,  and 
made  a  conquest  of  the  island  of  Scio  in  the  Archipelago. 
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We  have  already  observed,  that  the  French  king  had    chap. 
determined  to  act  vigorously  in  Catalonia.     In  the  begin-  v^  ^^'    . 
ning  of  May,  the  Duke  de  Noailles  advanced  at  the  head     i^^- 
of  eight-and-twenty  thousand  men  to  the  river  Ter,  on  the  Fr^ch 
the  opposite  bank  of  which  the  viceroy  of  Catalonia  was  V^  ?**^:  ^ 

5.I.  1  1  c>i         '3         rm      -r^  1    lonia.  State 

encamped  with  sixteen  thousand  Spaniards.  1  ne  French  of  the  war 
general  passed  the  river  in  the  face  of  this  army,  and  ^^^^' 
attacked  their  intrenchments  with  such  impetuosity,  that 
in  less  than  an  hour  they  were  totally  defeated.  Then 
he  marched  to  Palamos,  and  undertook  the  siege  of  that 
place,  while  at  the  same  time  it  was  blocked  up  by  the 
combined  squadrons  of  Brest  and  Toulon.  Though  the 
besieged  made  an  obstinate  defence,  the  town  was  taken 
by  storm,  the  houses  were  pillaged,  and  the  people  put 
to  the  sword,  without  distinction  of  age,  sex,  or  condi- 
tion. Then  he  invested  Gironne,  which  in  a  few  days 
capitulated.  Ostalric  met  with  the  same  fate,  and 
Noailles  was  created  viceroy  of  Catalonia  by  the  French 
king.  In  the  beginning  of  August  he  distributed  his 
forces  into  quarters  of  refreshment,  along  the  river  Ter- 
dore,  resolving  to  undertake  the  siege  of  Barcelona,  which 
was  saved  by  the  arrival  of  Admiral  Russel.  The  war 
languished  in  Piedmont,  on  account  of  a  secret  negotia- 
tion between  the  King  of  France  and  the  Duke  of  Savoy ; 
notwithstanding  the  remonstrances  of  Rouvigny,  Earl 
of  Galway,  who  had  succeeded  the  Duke  of  Schomberg 
in  the  command  of  the  British  forces  in  that  country. 
Casal  was  closely  blocked  up  by  the  reduction  of  Fort 
St.  George,  and  the  Vaudois  gained  the  advantage  in 
some  skirmishes  in  the  valley  of  Ragelas ;  but  no  design 
of  importance  was  executed '. 

England  had  remained  very  quiet  under  the  queen's  The  king 
administration,    if  we   except  some  little  commotions  E*gJ^j^*^ 
occasioned  by  the  practices,  or  pretended  practices,  ofThePar- 
the  Jacobites.     Prosecutions  were  revived  against  cer-  ^eTu? 
tain  ffentlemen  of  Lancashire  and  Cheshire,  for  having  The  bill  for 

,  *='  J    •        .1  •  r  J    •       r  '^triennial 

been  concerned  in  the  conspiracy  lormed  in  ravour  or  pariia- 
the  late  kinsf's  projected  invasion  from  Normandy.  These  ^^'^^  ^' 

o^*'  ^   *    n  .       ceivesthe 

steps  were  owing   to  the  suggestions  or  inramous  in- royal 

assent. 
•  In  the  course  of  this  year,  M.  du  Casse,  governor  of  St.  Domingo,  made  an 

unsuccessful  attempt  upon  the  island  of  Jamaica;  and  M.  St.  Clair,  with  four  men 

of  war,  formed  a  design  a|;ainst  St.  John's,  Newfoundland  ;  but  he  was  repulsed 

with  loss,  by  the  valour  of  the  inhabitants. 
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formers,   whom  the  ministry  countenanced.      Colonel 
Parker  and  one  Crosby  were  imprisoned,  and  bills  of 
1694.     trieasdn  found  against  them ;  but  Parker  made  his  escape 
frbm  the  Tower,  and  was  never  retaken,  though  a  re- 
Ward  of  four  hundred  pounds  was  set  upon  his  head. 
The  king  having  settled  the  affiiirs  of  the  confederacy 
at  the  Hague,  embarked  for  England  on  the  eighth  of 
November,  and  next  day  landed  at  Margate.     On  the 
twelfth  he  opened  the  session  of  Parliament,  with  a 
speech,  in  which  he  observed,  that  the  posture  of  af&irs 
was  improved,  both  by  sea  and  land,  since  they  last 
parted ;  in  particular,  that  a  stop  was  put  to  the  progress 
of  the  French  arms.     He  desired  they  would  continue 
the  act  of  tonnage  and  poundage,  which  would  expire 
at  Christmas :  he  reminded  them  of  the  debt  for  the 
transport  ships  employed  in  the  reduction  of  Ireland ; . 
and  exhorted  them  to  prepare  some  good  bill  for  the 
encouragement  of  seamen.     A  majority  in  both  Houses 
was  already  secured ;  and  in  all  probability  he  bargained 
for  their  condescension,  by  agreeing  to  the  bill  for  trien- 
nial Parliaments.     This  Mr.  Harley  brought  in,  by  order 
of  the  Lower  House,  immediately  after  their  first  ad- 
journment ;  and  it  kept  pace  with  the  consideration  of 
the  supplies.     I^he  Commons  having  examined  the  es- 
timates and  accounts,  voted  four  millions  seven  hundred 
sixty-four  thousand  seven  hundred  and  twelve  pounds 
for  the  service  of  the  army  and  navy.      In  order  to 
raise  this  sum,  they  continued  the  land-tax;  they  re* 
newed  the  subsidy  of  tonnage  and  poundage  for  five 
years,  and  imposed  new  duties  on  different  commodities'. 
The  triennial  bill  enacted,  that  a  Parliament  should  be 
held  once  in  three  years  at  least :  that  within  three  years 
at  farthest  after  the  dissolution  of  the  Parliament  then 
subsisting,  and  so  from  time  to  time,  for  ever  after,  legal 
Writs  under  the  great  seal  should  be  issued,  by  the  direc- 
tion of  the  crown,  for  calling,  assembling,  and  holding 
another  new  Parliament :  that  no  Parliament  should  con- 
tinue longer  than  three  years  at  farthest,  to  be  accounted 
from  the  first  day  of  the  first  session ;  and,  that  the  Par- 

^  They  imposed  certain  rates  and  duties  npon  marriages,  births,  and  burials, 
bachelors,  and  widows.  They  passed  an  act  for  laying  additional  duties  upon 
coffee,  tea,  and  chocolate,  towards  paying  the  debt  due  for  the  transport  ships;  and 
another  imposing  duties  on  glass-ware,  stone  and  earthen  bottles,  coal,  and  culm. 
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liament  then  dubsistinsf  should  cease  and  determine  on    chap. 

TV 

the  first  day  of  November  next  following,  unless  their  v ^^ ; 

majesties  should  think  fit  to  dissolve  it  sooner.  The  ^^*- 
Duke  of  Devonshire,  the  Marquis  of  Halifax^  the  Earln 
of  Weymouth  and  Aylesbury,  protested  against  this  bill, 
because  it  tended  to  the  continuance  of  the  present  Par- 
liament longer  than,  as  they  apprehended,  was  agreeable 
to  the  constitution  of  England. 

While  this  bill  was  depending,  Dr.  John  Tillotson,  Death  of 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  was  seized  with  a  fit  of  the  j^j^^op  tu- 
dead  palsy,  in  the  chapel  of  Whitehall,  and  died  on  the  lotson,  and 
twenty-second  day  of  November,  deeply  regretted  by  ^^^^^"^ 
the  king  and  queen,  who  shed  tears  of  sorrow  at  his 
decease ;  and  sincerely  lamented  by  the  public,  as  a  pat- 
tern of  elegance,  ingenuity,  meekness,  charity,  and 
moderation.  These  qualities  he  must  be  allowed  to  have 
possessed,  notwithstanding  the  invectives  of  his  enemies, 
who  accused  him  of  puritanism,  flattery,  and  ambition ; 
and  charged  him  with  having  conduced  to  a  dangerous 
schism  in  the  church,  by  accepting  the  archbishopric 
during  the  life  of  the  deprived  Bancroft.  He  was  suc- 
ceeded in  the  metropolitan  see  by  Dr.  Tennison,  Bishop 
of  Lincoln,  recommended  by  the  whig  party,  which  now 
predominated  in  the  cabinet.  The  queen  did  not  long 
survive  her  favourite  prelate.  In  about  a  month  after 
his  decease,  she  was  taken  ill  of  the  small-pox,  and  the 
symptoms  proving  dangerous,  she  prepared  herself  for 
death  with  great  composure.  She  spent  some  time  in 
exercises  of  devotion,  and  private  conversation  with  the 
new  archbishop ;  she  received  the  sacrament  with  all  the 
bishops  who  were  in  attendance;  and  expired  on  the 
twenty-eighth  day  of  December,  in  the  thirty-third  year 
of  her  age,  and  in  the  sixth  of  her  reign,  to  the  inex- 
pressible grief  of  the  king,  who,  for  some  weeks  after 
her  death,  could  neither  see  company  nor  attend  to  the 
business  of  state.  Mary  was  in  her  person  tall  and  well- 
proportioned,  with  an  oval  visage,  lively  eyes,  agreeable 
features,  a  mild  aspect,  and  an  air  of  dignity.  Her  ap- 
prehension was  clear,  her  memory  tenacious,  and  her 
judgment  solid.  She  was  a  zealous  Protestant,  scru- 
pulously exact  in  all  the  duties  of  devotion,  of  an  even 
temper,  and  of  a  calm  and  mild  conversation.     She  was 

o2 
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ruffled  by  no  passion,  and  seems  to  have  been  a  stranger 
to  the  emotions  of  natural  affection ;  for  she  ascended, 
1694.     without  compunction,  the  throne  from  which  her  father 
had  been  deposed,  and  treated  her  sister  as  an  alien  to 
her  blood.     In  a  word,  Mary  seems  to  have  imbibed  the 
cold  disposition  and  apathy  of  her  husband  ;  and  to  have 
centred  all  her  ambition  in  deserving  the  epithet  of  a 
humble  and  obedient  wife  ^. 
Reconciiia-      The  Priucess  Anne  being  informed  of  the  queen's 
tween  Ae   daugcrous  iudispositiou,  sent  a  lady  of  her  bedchamber 
king  and     ^o  desire  she  might  be  admitted  to  her  majesty;  but 
cess  of       this  request  was  not  granted.     She  was  thanked  for  her 
Denmark,  exprossiou  of  coucem  *,   and  given  to  understand  that 
the  physicians  had  directed  that  the  queen  should  be 
kept  as  quiet  as  possible.     Before  her  death,  however, 
she  sent  a  forgiving  message  to  her  sister;  and  after 
her  decease,  the  Earl  of  Sunderland  effected  a  recon- 
ciliation between  the  king  and  the  princess,  who  visited 
him  at  Kensington,  where  she  was  received  with  un- 
common civility.     He  appointed  the  palace  of  St.  James 
for  her  residence,  and  presented  her  with  the  greater 
part  of  the  queen's  jewels.     But  a  mutual  jealousy  and 
disgust  subsisted  under  these  exteriors  of  friendship  and 
esteem.     The  two  Houses  of  Parliament  waited  on  the 
king  at  Kensington,  with  consolatory  addresses  on  the 
death  of  his  consort :  their  example  was  followed  by  the 
regency  of  Scotland,  the  city  and  clergy  of  London,  the 
dissenting  ministers,  and  almost  all  the  great  corpora- 
tions in  England'*. 

e  Her  obsequies  were  performed  with  great  magnificence.  The  body  was  attended 
from  Whitehall  to  Westminster  Abbey  by  all  the  judges,  Serjeants  at  law,  the  lord 
mayor  and  aldermen  of  the  city  of  London,  and  both  Houses  of  Parliament ;  and 
the  funeral  sermon  was  preached  by  Dr.  Tennison,  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  :  Dr. 
Kenn,  the  deprived  Bishop  of  Bath  and  Wells,  reproached  him  in  a  letter,  for  not 
having  called  upon  her  majesty  on  her  death-bed  to  repent  of  the  share  she  had  in 
the  Revolution.  This  was  answered  by  another  pamphlet.  One  of  the  Jacobite 
clergy  insulted  the  queen's  memory  by  preaching  on  the  following  text :  **  Go  now, 
see  this  cursed  woman,  and  bury  her,  for  she  is  a  king's  daughter."  On  the  other 
hand,  the  lord  mayor,  aldermen,  and  common-council  of  London,  came  to  a  reso- 
lution to  erect  her  statue,  with  that  of  the  king,  in  the  Royal  Exchange. 

^  The  Earls  of  Rochester  and  Nottingham  are  said  to  have  started  a  doubt, 
whether  the  Parliament  was  not  dissolved  by  the  queen's  death  ;  but  this  danger- 
ous motion  met  with  no  countenance. 
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of  the  English  Commons  in  their  Affection  to  the  King. — Resolutions 

TOUCHING  THE  CoiN,  AND  THE  SUPPORT  OF  PUBLIC  CREDIT. — EnORMOUS  IMPO- 
SITIONS.— Sir  John  Fenwick  is  apprehended. — A  Bill  of  Attainder  being 
brought  into  the  house  against  him,  produces  violent  debates.  —  his 
Defence. — The  Bill  passes. — Sir  John  Fenwick  is  beheaded. — The  Earl 
OF  Monmouth  sent  to  the  Tower. — Inquiry  into  Miscarriages  by  Sea. — 
Negotiations  at  Ryswick.— The  French  take  Barcelona. — Fruitless  Ex- 
pedition OF  Admiral  Neville  to  the  West  Indies.  —  The  Elector  of 
Saxony  is  chosen  King  of  Poland. — Peter,  the  Czar  of  Muscovy,  travels 
in  Disguise  with  his  own  Ambassadors. — Proceedings  in  the  Congress  at 
Ryswick.  —  The  Ambassadors  of  England,  Spain,  and  Holland,  sign  the 
Treaty. — A  general  Pacification. 

The  kingdom  now  resounded  with  the  complaints  of  the    chap. 
Papists  and  malecontents,  who  taxed  the  ministry  with  v     ^; 
subornation  of  perjury,  in  the  case  of  the  Lancashire     ^^^*- 
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CHAP,  gentlemen  who  had  been  prosecuted  for  the  conspiracy. 
v-_«.Xl— .  One  Lunt,  an  Irishman,  had  informed  Sir  John  Trench- 
A  comtttof  ^^^»  secretary  of  state,  that  he  had  been  sent  from  Ireland, 
the  Lanca-  with  commissions  from  King  James  to  divers  gentlemen 
"'^^P^®*-  in  Lancashire  and  Cheshire;  that  he  had  assisted  in 
buying  arms  and  enlisting  men  to  serve  that  king  in  his 
projected  invasion  of  England ;  that  he  had  been  twice 
despatched  by  those  gentlemen  to  the  court  of  St.  Ger- 
main's, assisted  many  Jacobites  in  repairing  to  France, 
helped  to  conceal  others  tlmt  came  from  that  kingdom ; 
and  that  all  those  persons  told  him  they  were  furnished 
with  money  by  Sir  John  Friend  to  defray  the  expense  of 
their  expeditions.  His  testimoiiy  was  confirmed  by  other 
infamous  emissaries,  who  received  but  too  much  counte- 
nance from  the  government.  Blank  warrants  were  issued, 
and  filled  up  occasionally  with  such  names  as  the  in- 
formers suggested.  These  were  delivered  to  Aaron 
Smith,  solicitor  to  the  treasury,  who,  with  messengers, 
accompanied  Lunt  and  his  associates  to  Lancashire,  under 
the  protection  of  a  party  of  Dutch  horse-guards,  com- 
manded by  one  Captain  Baker.  They  were  empowered 
to  break  open  houses,  seize  papers,  and  apprehend  per- 
sons, according  to  their  pleasure ;  and  they  committed 
many  acts  of  violence  aad  oppression.  The  persons 
against  whom  these  meaBures  w^  taken  being  apprised 
of  the  impending  danger,  generally  retired  from  their 
own  habitations.  Some,  however,  were  taken  and  im- 
^ifioned  ;  a  few  arms  were  secured ;  and,  in  the  house 
of  Mr.  Standish,  at  Standish-hall,  they  found  the  draft 
of  a  declaration  to  be  published  by  King  James  at  his 
landing.  As  this  prosecution  seemed  calculated  to  re- 
vive the  horror  of  a  stale  conspiracy,  and  the  evidences 
were  persons  of  abandoned  characters,  the  friends  of 
those  who  were  persecuted  found  no  great  difficulty  in 
rendering  the  scheme  odious  to  the  nation.  They  even 
employed  the  pen  of  Ferguson,  who  had  been  concerned 
in  every  plot  that  was  hatched  since  the  Rye-house  con- 
spiracy. This  veteran,  though  appointed  housekeeper 
to  the  excise-office,  thought  himself  poorly  recompensed 
for  the  part  he  had  acted  in  the  Revolution,  became  dis- 
satisfied, and,  upon  this  occasion,  published  a  letter  to 
Sir  John  Trenchard  on  the  abuse  of  power.     It  was  re- 
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plete  with  the  most  bitter  invectives  agaiost  the  miniatry, 
and  contained  a  great  number  of  flagrant  instances  in 
which  the  court  had  countenanced  the  vilest  corruption,  ^^^' 
perfidy,  and  oppression.  This  production  was  in  every 
body's  hand,  and  had  such  an  effect  upon  the  people,  that 
when  the  prisoners  were  brought  to  trial  at  Manchester, 
the  populace  would  have  put  the  vntnesses  to  death,  had 
they  not  been  prevented  by  the  interposition  of  those 
who  were  friends  to  the  accused  persons,  and  had  already 
taken  effectual  measures  for  their  safety.  Lunt's  chief 
associate  in  the  mystery  of  informatio/was  one  Taaffe. 
a  wretch  of  the  most  profligate  principles,  who,  finding 
himself  disappointed  in  his  hope  of  reward  from  the  mi- 
nistry, was  privately  gained  over  by  the  agents  for  the 
prisoners.  Lunt,  when  desired  in  court  to  point  out  the 
persons  whom  he  had  accused,  committed  such  a  mistake 
as  greatly  invalidated  his  testimony ;  and  Taaffe  declared 
before  the  bench,  that  the  pretended  plot  was  no  other 
than  a  contrivance  between  himself  and  Lunt,  in  order 
to  procure  money  from  the  government.  The  prisoners 
were  immediately  acquitted,  and  the  ministry  incurred  a 
heavy  load  of  popular  odium,  as  the  authors  or  abettors 
of  knavish  contrivances  to  ensnare  the  innocent.  The 
government,  with  a  view  to  evince  their  abhorrence  of 
such  practices,  ordered  the  witnesses  to  be  prosecuted  for 
a  conspiracy  against  the  lives  and  estates  of  the  gentlemen 
who  had  been  accused ;  and  at  last  the  af&ir  was  brought 
into  the  House  of  Commons.  The  Jacobites  triumphed 
in  their  victory.  They  even  turned  the  battery  of  cor- 
ruption upon  the  evidence  for  the  crown,  not  without 
making  a  considerable  impression.  But  the  cause  was 
now  debated  before  judges,  who  were  not  at  all  propitious 
to  their  views.  The  Commons  having  set  on  foot  an  in- 
quiry, and  examined  all  the  papers  and  circumstances  re- 
lating to  the  pretended  plot,  resolved,  that  there  was  suffi- 
cient ground  for  the  prosecution  and  trials  of  the  gentle- 
men at  Manchester ;  and  that  there  was  a  dangerous  con- 
spiracy against  the  king  and  government.  They  issued 
an  order  for  taking  Mr.  Standish  into  custody ;  and  the 
messenger  reporting  that  he  was  not  to  be  found,  they 
presented  an  address  to  the  king,  desiring  a  proclamation 
might  be  published,  offering  a  reward  for  apprehending 
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his  person.     The  Peers  concurred  with  the  Commons  in 
their  sentiments  of  this  affair ;  for  complaints  having  been 
1694.     ig^j^  before  their  House  also,  by  the  persons  who  thought 
themselves  aggrieved,  the  question  was  put,  whether  the 
government  had  cause  to  prosecute  them ;  and  carried  in 
the  affirmative ;  though  a  protest  was  entered  against 
this  vote  by  the  Earls  of  Rochester  and  Nottingham. 
Notvrithstanding  these  decisions,  the  accused  gentlemen 
prosecuted  Lunt  and  two  of  his  accomplices  for  perjury, 
at  the  Lancaster  assizes ;  and  all  three  were  found  guilty. 
They  were  immediately  indicted  by  the  crown  for  a  con- 
spiracy against  the  lives  and  liberties  of  the  persons  they 
had  accused.     The  intention  of  the  ministry  in  laying 
this  indictment  was  to  seize  the  opportunity  of  punishing 
some  of  the  witnesses  for  the  gentlemen,  who  had  pre- 
varicated in  giving  their  testimony  ;  but  the  design  being 
discovered,  the  Lancashire  men  refused  to  produce  their 
evidence  against  the  informers :  the  prosecution  dropped 
of  consequence,  and  the  prisoners  w^ere  discharged. 
The  Com-       When  the  Commons  were  employed  in  examining  the 
quire  into  State  of  the  revenuo,  and  taking  measures  for  raising  the 
*  M^h  h^^d  ^i^c^ssary  supplies,  the  inhabitants  of  Royston  presented 
crept  into   a  petition,  complaining  that  the  officers  and  soldiers  of 
the  army.   ^^^  regiment  belonging  to  Colonel  Hastings,  which  was 
quartered  upon  them,  exacted  subsistence-money,  even 
on  pain  of  military  execution.     The  House  was  imme- 
diately kindled  into  a  flame  by  this  information.     The 
officers,  and  Pauncefort,  agent  for  the  regiment,  were 
examined :  then  it  was  unanimously  resolved,  that  such 
a  practice  was  arbitrary,  illegal,  and  a  violation  of  the 
rights  and  liberties  of  the  subject.    Upon  further  inquiry, 
Pauncefort  and  some  other  agents  were  committed  to 
the  custody  of  the  Serjeant,  for  having  neglected  to  pay 
the  subsistence-money  they  had  received  for  the  officers 
and  soldiers.     He  was  afterwards  sent  to  the  Tower,  to- 
gether with  Henry  Guy,  a  member  of  the  House,  and 
secretary  to  the  treasury,  the  one  for  giving,  and  the  other 
1696.     for  receiving,  a  bribe  to  obtain  the  king's  bounty.  Paunce- 
fort's  brother  was  likewise  committed,  for  being  concerned 
in  the  same  commerce.     Guy  had  been  employed,  to- 
gether with  Trevor,  the  speaker,  as  the  court-agent  for 
securing  a  majority  in  the  House  of  Commons :  for  that 
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reason  he  was  obnoxious  to  the  members  in  the  opposi- 
tion, who  took  this  opportunity  to  brand  him ;  and  the 
courtiers  could  not  with  any  decency  screen  him  from     ^^^• 
their  vengeance.     The  House  having  proceeded  in  this 
inquiry,  drew  up  an  address  to  the  king,  enumerating  the 
abuses  which  had  crept  into  the  army,  and  demanding 
immediate  redress.     He  promised  to  consider  the  re- 
monstrance, and  redress  the  grievances  of  which  they 
complained.   Accordingly,  he  cashiered  Colonel  Hastings; 
appointed  a  council  of  officers  to  sit  weekly  and  examine 
all  complaints  against  any  officer  and  soldier ;  and  pub- 
lished a  declaration  for  the  maintenance  of  strict  disci- 
pline, and  the  due  payment  of  quarters.  Notwithstanding  Bumet. 
these  concessions,  the  Commons  prosecuted  their  exami-  owmTxon. 
nations :  they  committed  Mr.  James  Craggs,  one  of  the  state 
contractors  for  clothing  the  army,  because  he  refiised  to  Tindat 
answer  upon  oath  to  such  questions  as  might  be  put  to  R*iph- 
him  by  the  commissioners  of  accounts.   They  brought  in  the  Admi- 
a  bill  for  obliging  him  and  Mr.  Richard  Harnage,  the  £^-.^j 
other  contractor,  together  with  the  two  Paunceforts,  to  Voltaire 
discover  how  they  had  disposed  of  the  sums  paid  into 
their  hands  on  account  of  the  army ;  and  for  punishing 
them,  in  case  they  should  persist  in  their  refusal.     At 
this  period  they  received  a  petition  against  the  commis- 
sioners for  licensing  hackney-coaches.     Three  of  them, 
by  means  of  an  address  to  the  king,  were  removed  with 
disgrace,  for  having  acted  arbitrarily,  corruptly,  and  con- 
trary to  the  trust  reposed  in  them  by  act  of  Parliament. 

Those  who  encouraged  this  spirit  of  reformation  in-  They  expel 
troduced  another  inquiry  about  the  orphans'  bill,  which  cSfe  wSnT 
was  said  to  have  passed  into  an  act,  by  virtue  of  undue  oftheirown 
influence.    A  committee  being  appointed  to  inspect  the  ^rX- 
chamberlain's  books  discovered  that  bribes  had    been  tion  in  the 
given  to  Sir  John  Trevor,  speaker  of  the  House,  and  Mr.  L^'india* 
Hungerford,  chairman  of  the  grand  committee.     The  first  CompaD/. 
being  voted  guilty  of  a  high  crime  and  misdemeanour, 
abdicated  the  chair,   and    Paul    Foley   was   appointed 
speaker  in   his  room.     Then    Sir   John  and   Hunger- 
ford  were  expelled  the  House:  one  Nois,  a  solicitor 
for  the  bill,  was  taken  into  custody,  because  he  had 
scandalized   the  Commons,   in  pretending  he  was  en- 
gaged to  give  great  sums  to  several  members,  and  deny- 
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ing  this  circumstance  on  bis  examination.  The  refcnrmers 
in  the  House  naturally  concluded  that  the  same  arts  had 
169&  been  practised  in  obtaining  the  new  charter  of  the  East 
India  Company,  which  had  been  granted  so  much  against 
the  sense  of  the  nation.  Their  books  were  subjected  to 
the  same  committee  that  carried  on  the  former  inquiry, 
and  a  surprising  scene  of  venality  and  corruption  was  soon 
disclosed.  It  appeared  that  the  company,  in  the  course  of 
the  preceding  year,  had  paid  near  ninety  thousand  pounds 
in  secret  services ;  and  that  Sir  Thomas  Cooke,  one  of  the 
directors,  and  a  member  of  the  House,  had  been  the 
chief  manager  of  this  infamous  commerce.  Cooke,  re- 
fusing to  answer,  was  committed  to  the  Tower,  and  a 
bill  of  pains  and  penalties  brought  in,  obliging  him  to 
discover  how  the  sum  mentioned  in  the  report  of  the 
committee  had  been  distributed.  The  bill  was  violently 
opposed  in  the  Upper  House  by  the  Duke  of  Leeds,  as 
being  contrary  to  law  and  equity,  and  furnishing  a  pre- 
cedent of  a  dangerous  nature.  Cooke  being,  agreeably 
to  his  own  petition,  brought  to  the  bar  of  the  House  of 
Lords,  declared  he  was  ready  and  willing  to  make  a  full 
discovery,  in  case  he  might  be  favoured  with  an  indem- 
nifying vote,  to  secure  him  against  all  actions  and  suits, 
except  those  of  the  East  India  Company,  which  he  had 
never  injured.  The  Lords  complied  with  his  request, 
and  passed  a  bill  for  this  purpose,  to  which  the  Commons 
added  a  penal  clause ;  and  the  former  was  laid  aside. 
^onof°*  When  the  king  went  to  the  House,  to  give  the  royal 
Cooke,  Ac-  assent  to  the  money  bills,  he  endeavoured  to  discourage 
othere  *^  this  inquiry,  by  telling  the  Parliament  that  the  season 
of  the  year  was  far  advanced,  and  the  circumstances  of 
affairs  extremely  pressing:  he  therefore  desired  they 
would  despatch  such  business  as  they  should  think  of 
most  importance  to  the  public,  as  he  should  put  an  end 
to  the  session  in  a  few  days.  Notwithstanding  thi^ 
shameful  interposition,  both  Houses  appointed  a  joint 
committee  to  lay  open  the  complicated  scheme  of  fraud 
and  iniquity.  Cooke,  on  his  first  examination,  confessed 
that  he  had  delivered  tallies  for  ten  thousand  pounds  to 
Francis  Tyssen,  deputy-governor,  for  the  special  service 
of  the  company ;  an  equal  sum  to  Richard  Acton,  for 
employing  his  interest  in  preventing  a  new  settlement. 
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and  endeayouring  to  establish  the  old  company ;  besides  chap. 
two  thousand  pounds  by  way  of  interest,  and  as  a  further  v  ^'  . 
gratuity ;  a  thousand  guineas  to  Colonel  Fitzpatrick,  five  i^^* 
hundred  to  Charles  Bates,  and  three  hundred  and  ten  to 
Mr.  Molineux,  a  merchant,  for  the  same  purposes ;  and 
he  owned  that  Sir  Basil  Firebrace  had  received  forty 
thousand  pounds  on  various  pretences.  He  said,  he  be- 
lieved the  ten  thousand  pounds  paid  to  Tyssen  had  been 
delivered  to  the  king  by  Sir  Josiah  Child,  as  a  customary 
present  which  former  kings  had  received  ;  and  that  the 
sums  paid  to  Acton  were  distributed  among  some  mem- 
bers of  Parliament.  Firebrace  being  examined,  affirmed 
that  he  had  received  the  whole  forty  thousand  pounds 
for  his  own  use  and  benefit ;  but  that  Bates  had  received 
sums  of  money,  which  he  understood  were  offa*ed  to 
some  persons  of  the  first  quality.  Acton  declared  that 
ten  thousand  pounds  of  the  sum  which  he  had  received 
vras  distributed  among  persons  who  had  interest  with 
members  of  Parliament;  and  that  great  part  of  the 
money  passed  through  the  hands  of  Craggs,  who  was  ac- 
quainted with  some  colonels  in  the  House,  and  northern 
members.  Bates  owned  he  had  received  the  money,  in 
consideration  of  using  his  interest  with  the  Duke  of  Leeds 
in  favour  of  the  company ;  that  this  nobleman  knew  of 
the  gratuity ;  and  that  the  sum  was  reckoned  by  his 
grace's  domestic,  one  Bobart,  a  foreigner,  who  kept  it  in 
his  possession  until  this  inquiry  was  talked  of,  and  then  it 
was  returned.  In  a  word,  it  appeared  by  this  man's  tes- 
timony, as  well  as  by  that  of  Firebrace  on  his  second  ex- 
amination, that  the  Duke  of  Leeds  was  not  free  from 
corruption,  and  that  Sir  John  Trevor  was  a  hireling  pros- 
titute. 

The  report  of  the  committee  produced  violent  alter-  The  Com- 
cations,  and  the  most  severe  strictures  upon  the  conduct  ^^^Se 
of  the  lord-president. .    At  length,  the  House  resolved,  ^^^  o^ 
that  there  was  sufficient  matter  to  impeach  Thomas  Duke 
of  Leeds  of  high  crimes  and  misdemeanours ;  and  that  he 
should  be  impeached  thereupon.     Then  it  was  ordered, 
that  Mr.  Comptroller  Wharton  should  impeach  him  be- 
fore the  Lords  in  the  name  of  the  House,  and  of  all  the 
Commons  in  England.     The  duke  was  actually  in  the 
middle  of  a  speech  for  his  own  justification,  in  which  he 
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CHAP,   assured  the  House  upon  his  honour,  that  he  was  not 

V ^^ ;  guilty  of  the  corruptions  laid  to  his  charge,  when  one  of 

1696.  jjjg  friends  gave  him  intimation  of  the  votes  which  had 
passed  in  the  Commons.  He  concluded  his  speech 
abruptly,  and  repairing  to  the  Lower  House,  desired  he 
might  be  indulged  with  a  hearing.  He  was  accordingly 
admitted,  with  the  compliment  of  a  chair,  and  leave  to 
be  covered.  After  having  sat  a  few  minutes,  he  took  off 
his  hat,  and  addressed  himself  to  the  Commons  in  very 
extraordinary  terms.  Having  thanked  them  for  the 
favour  of  indulging  him  with  a  hearing,  he  said  that 
House  would  not  have  been  then  sitting  but  for  him.  He 
protested  his  own  innocence,  with  respect  to  the  crime 
laid  to  his  charge.  He  complained  that  this  was  the 
effect  of  a  design  which  had  been  long  formed  against 
him.  He  expressed  a  deep  sense  of  his  being  under  the 
displeasure  of  the  Parliament  and  nation,  and  demanded 
speedy  justice.  They  forthwith  drew  up  the  articles  of 
impeachment,  which  being  exhibited  at  the  bar  of  the 
Upper  House,  he  pleaded  not  guilty,  and  the  Commons 
promised  to  make  good  their  charge ;  but,  by  this  time, 
such  arts  had  been  used  as  all  at  once  checked  the  vio- 
lence of  the  prosecution.  Such  a  number  of  considerable 
persons  were  involved  in  this  mystery  of  corruption,  that 
a  full  discovery  was  dreaded  by  both  parties.  The  duke 
sent  his  domestic,  Robart,  out  of  the  kingdom,  and  his 
absence  furnished  a  pretence  for  postponing  the  trial. 
In  a  word,  the  inquiry  was  dropped ;  but  the  scandal 
stuck  fast  to  the  duke's  character. 
ThePariia-  lu  the  midst  of  thoso  deliberations,  the  king  went 
wguld.^"^  to  the  House  on  the  third  day  of  May,  when  he  thanked 
the  Parliament  for  the  supplies  they  had  granted ;  sig- 
nified his  intention  of  going  abroad ;  assured  them  he 
would  place  the  administration  of  affairs  in  persons  of 
known  care  and  fidelity ;  and  desired  that  the  members 
of  both  Houses  would  be  more  than  ordinarily  vigilant 
in  preserving  the  public  peace.  The  Parliament  was 
then  prorogued  to  the  eighteenth  of  June*.     The  king 

A  In  the  course  of  this  session,  the  Lords  had  inquired  into  the  particulars  of  the 
Mediterranean  expedition,  and  presented  an  address  to  the  king,  declaring,  that 
the  fleet  in  those  seas  had  conduced  to  the  honour  and  advantage  of  the  nation. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  Commons,  in  an  address,  hesought  his  majesty  to  take  care 
that  the  kingdom  might  be  put  on  an  equal  footing  and  proportion  with  the  allies, 
in  defraying  the  expense  of  the  war.  [The 
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immediately  appointed  a  regency  to  govern  the  king-    chap. 
dom  in  his  absence ;  but  neither  the  Princess  of  Den- .     ^'    . 
mark  nor  her  husband  were  entrusted  with  any  share  in     ^^^• 
the    administration ;   a    circumstance  that  evinced  the 
king's  jealousy,  and  gave  offence  to  a  great  part  of  the 
nation  ^ 

A  session  of  Parliament  was  deemed  necessary  in  Scot-  Session  of 
land,  to  provide  new  subsidies  for  the  maintenance  of  p  ®j.^^°**^^ 
the  troops  of  that  kingdom,  which  had  been  so  service-  ment 
able  in  the  prosecution  of  the  war.     But,  as  a  great  out- 
cry had  been  raised  against  the  government,  on  account 
of  the  massacre  of  Glencoe,  and  the  Scots  were  tired  of 
contributing  towards  the  expense  of  a  war  from  which 
they  could  derive  no  advantage,  the  ministry  thought 
proper  to  cajole  them  with  the  promise  of  some  national 
indulgence.    In  the  mean  time,  a  commission  passed  the 
great  seal,  for  taking  a  precognition  of  the  massacre,  as 
a  previous  step  to  the  trial  of  the  persons  concerned  in 
that  perfidious  transaction.     On  the  ninth  of  May,  the  . 
session  was  opened  by  the  Marquis  of  Tweeddale,  ap- 
pointed commissioner,  who,  after  the  king's  letter  had 
been  read,  expatiated  on  his  majesty's  care  and  concern 
for  their  safety  and  welfare ;  and  his  firm  purpose  to 
maintain  the  presbyterian  disciplinje  in  the  church  of 
Scotland.     Then  he  promised,  in  the  king's  name,  that 
if  they  would  pass  an  act  for  establishing  a  colony  in 

The  coin  of  the  kingdom  being  greatly  diminished  and  adulterated,  the  Earls  of 
Rochester  and  Nottingham  expatiated  upon  this  national  evil  in  the  House  of  Lords; 
and  an  act  was  passed,  containing  severer  penalties  against  clippers  ;  hut  this  pro- 
duced no  good  effect.  The  value  of  money  sunk  in  the  exchange  to  such  a  degree, 
that  a  guinea  was  reckoned  adequate  to  thirty  shillings  ;  and  this  public  disgrace 
lowered  the  credit  of  the  funds  of  the  government.  The  nation  was  alarmed  by 
the  circulation  of  fictitious  wealth,  instead  of  gold  and  silver,  such  as  bank-bills, 
exchequer-tallies,  and  government  securities.  The  malecontents  took  this  oppor- 
timity  to  exclaim  against  the  bank,  and  even  attempted  to  shake  the  credit  of  it  in 
Parliament ;  but  their  endeavours  proved  abortive  :  the  monied  interest  prepon- 
derated in  both  Houses. 

b  The  regency  was  composed  of  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  ;  Somers,  lord- 
keeper  of  the  great  seal  ;  the  Earl  of  Pembroke,  lord  privy-seal  ;  the  Duke  of  De- 
vonshire, lord-steward  of  the  household  ;  the  Duke  of  Shrewsbury,  secretary  of 
state  ;  the  Earl  of  Dorset,  lord-chamberlain ;  and  the  Lord  Godolphin,  first  com- 
missioner of  the  treasury.  Sir  John  Trenchard  dying,  his  place  of  secretary  was 
filled  with  Sir  William  Trumbal,  an  eminent  civilian,  learned,  diligent,  and  virtuous, 
who  had  been  envoy  at  Paris  and  Constantinople.  William  Nassau  de  Zuylestein, 
son  of  the  king's  natural  uncle,  was  created  Baron  of  Enfield,  Viscount  Tunbridge, 
and  Earl  of  Rochford.  Ford,  Lord  Grey  of  Werke,  was  made  Viscount  Glendale, 
and  Earl  of  Tankerville.  The  month  of  April  of  this  year  was  distinguished  by 
the  death  of  the  famous  George  Saville,  Marquis  of  Halifax,  who  had  survived  in 
a  good  measore  histalents  and  reputation. 
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CHAP.  Africa,  America,  or  any  other  part  of  the  world  where  a 
^'  .  colony  might  be  lawfully  planted,  his  majesty  would  in- 
1696.  dulge  them  with  such  rights  and  privileges  as  he  had 
granted  in  like  cases  to  the  subjects  of  his  other  do- 
minions. Finally,  he  exhorted  them  to  consider  ways 
and  means  to  raise  the  necessary  supplies  for  maintain- 
ing their  land-forces,  and  for  providing  a  competent 
number  of  ships  of  war  to  protect  their  commerce.  The 
Parliament  immediately  voted  an  address  of  condolence 
to  his  majesty  on  the  death  of  the  queen;  and  they 
granted  one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  pounds 
sterling  for  the  service  of  the  ensuing  year,  to  be  raised  by 
a  general  poll-tax,  a  land-tax,  and  an  additional  excise. 
rpij  jn.  Their  next  step  was  to  desire  the  commissioner  would 
quire  into  transmit  their  humble  thanks  to  the  king,  for  his  care  to 
sacreoT  vindicate  the  honour  of  the  government  and  the  justice 
Giencoe.  of  the  uatiou,  in  ordering  a  precognition  to  be  taken  with 
respect  to  the  slaughter  of  Giencoe.  A  motion  was 
afterwards  made  that  the  commissioners  should  exhibit 
an  account  of  their  proceedings  in  this  affair :  accord- 
ingly, a  report,  consisting  of  the  king's  instructions, 
Dalrymple's  letters,  the  depositions  of  witnesses,  and  the 
opinion  of  the  committee,  was  laid  before  the  Parliament. 
The  motion  is  said  to  have  been  privately  influenced  by 
Secretary  Johnston,  for  the  disgrace  of  Dalrymple,  who 
was  his  rival  in  power  and  interest.  The  vmtten 
opinion  of  the  commissioners,  who  were  creatures  of  the 
court,  imported,  that  Macdonald  of  Giencoe  had  been 
perfidiously  murdered ;  that  the  king's  instructions  con- 
tained nothing  to  warrant  the  massacre ;  and  that  Se- 
cretary Dalrymple  had  exceeded  his  orders.  The  Par- 
liament concurred  vdth  this  report.  They  resolved,  that 
Livingston  was  not  to  blame,  for  having  given  the  orders 
contained  in  his  letters  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hamilton : 
that  this  last  was  liable  to  prosecution :  that  the  king 
should  be  addressed  to  give  orders,  either  for  examining 
Major  Duncanson  in  Flanders,  touching  his  concern  in 
this  affair ;  or  for  sending  him  home  to  be  tried  in  Scot- 
land, as  also,  that  Campbell  of  Glenlyon,  Captain  Drum- 
tnond.  Lieutenant  Lindsey,  Ensign  Lundy,  and  Serjeant 
Barber,  should  be  sent  to  Scotland,  and  prosecuted  ac- 
cording to  law,  for  the  parts  they  had  acted  in  that  exe- 
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cution.  In  consequence  of  these  resolutions,  the  Par-  chap. 
liament  drew  up  an  address  to  the  king,  in  which  they  .  ^'  . 
laid  the  whole  blame  of  the  massacre  upon  the  excess  '®^- 
in  the  Master  of  Stair's  letters  concerning  that  transac- 
tion. They  begged  that  his  majesty  would  give  such 
orders  about  him,  as  he  should  think  fit  for  the  vindica- 
tion of  his  government ;  that  the  actors  in  that  barbarous 
slaughter  might  be  prosecuted  by  the  king's  advocate, 
according  to  law ;  and  that  some  reparation  might  be 
made  to  the  men  of  Glencoe  who  escaped  the  massacre, 
for  the  losses  they  had  sustained  in  their  effects  upon 
that  occasion,  as  their  habitations  had  been  plundered 
and  burned,  their  lands  wasted,  and  their  cattle  driven 
away ;  so  that  they  were  reduced  to  extreme  poverty. 
Notvdthstanding  this  address  of  the  Scottish  Parliament, 
by  which  the  king  was  so  solemnly  exculpated,  his 
memory  is  still  loaded  with  the  suspicion  of  having  con- 
certed, countenanced,  and  enforced  this  barbarous  exe- 
cution, especially  as  the  Master  of  Stair  escaped  with 
impunity,  and  the  other  actors  in  the  tragedy,  for  from 
being  punished,  were  preferred  in  the  service.  While 
the  commissioners  were  employed  in  the  inquiry,  they 
made  such  discoveries  concerning  the  conduct  of  the 
Earl  of  Breadalbane,  as  amounted  to  a  eharge  of  high 
treason ;  and  he  was  committed  prisoner  to  the  castle  of 
Edinburgh;  but  it  seems  he  had  dissembled  with  the 
Highlanders,  by  the  king's  permission,  and  now  sheltered 
himself  under  the  shadow  of  a  royal  pardon. 

The  committee  of  trade,  in  pursuance  of  the  powers  They  pass 
granted  by  the  king  to  his  commissioner,  prepared  an  act  ©Acting  a 
for  establishing  a  company  trading  to  Africa  and  the  trading 
Indies,  empowering  them  to  plant  colonies,  hold  cities,  to  Africa 
towns,  or  forts,  in  places  uninhabited,  or  in  others,  with  ^^^^ 
the  consent  of  the  natives ;  vesting  them  with  an  exclu- 
sive right,  and  an  exemption  for  one-and-twenty  years 
from  all  duties  and  impositions.     This  act  was  likewise 
confirmed  by  letters-patent  under  the  great  seal,  directed 
by  the  Parliament,  without  any  farther  warrant  from  the 
crovni.  Patterson,  the  projector,  had  contrived  the  scheme 
of  a  settlement  upon  the  isthmus  of  Darien  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  carry  on  a  trade  in  the  South  Sea,  as  well 
as  in  the  Atlantic ;  nay,  even  to  extend  it  as  far  as  the 
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CHAP.  East  Indies :  a  great  number  of  London  merchants, 
.  ^'  ^  allured  by  the  prospect  of  gain,  were  eager  to  engage  in 
1695.  guch  a  company,  exempted  from  all  manner  of  imposition 
and  restriction.  The  Scottish  Parliament  likewise  passed 
an  act  in  favour  of  the  episcopal  clergy,  decreeing,  that 
those  who  should  enter  into  such  engagements  to  the 
king,  as  were  by  law  required,  might  continue  in  their 
benefices  under  his  majesty's  protection,  without  being 
subject  to  the  power  of  presbytery.  Seventy  of  the  most 
noted  ministers  of  that  persuasion  took  the  benefit  of  this 
indulgence.  Another  law  was  enacted,  for  raising  nine 
thousand  men  yearly,  to  recruit  the  Scottish  regiments 
abroad ;  and  an  act  for  erecting  a  public  bank ;  then 
the  Parliament  was  adjourned  to  the  seventh  day  of 
November. 
Proceed-  Ireland  beafan  to  be  infected  with  the  same  factions 
Parliament  which  had  brokeu  out  in  England  since  the  Revolution : 
of  Ireland.  Lord  Capel,  the  lord-deputy,  governed  in  a  very  partial 
manner,  oppressing  the  Irish  Papists,  without  any  regard 
to  equity  or  decorum.  He  undertook  to  model  a  Parlia- 
ment in  such  a  manner,  that  they  should  comply  with  all 
the  demands  of  the  ministry ;  and  he  succeeded  in  his 
endeavours,  by  making  such  arbitrary  changes  in  offices 
as  best  suited  his  purpose.  These  precautions  being  taken, 
he  convoked  a  Parliament  for  the  twenty-seventh  day  of 
August,  when  he  opened  the  session  with  a  speech,  ex- 
patiating upon  their  obligations  to  King  William,  and 
exhorting  them  to  make  suitable  returns  to  such  a  gra- 
cious sovereign.  He  observed,  that  the  revenue  had  fallen 
short  of  the  establishment;  so  that  both  the  civil  and 
military  lists  were  greatly  in  debt :  that  his  majesty  had 
sent  over  a  bill  for  an  additional  excise,  and  expected 
they  would  find  ways  and  means  to  answer  the  demands 
of  the  service.  They  forthwith  voted  an  address  of  thanks, 
and  resolved  to  assist  his  majesty,  to  the  utmost  of  their 
power,  against  all  his  enemies  foreign  and  domestic. 
They  passed  the  bill  for  an  additional  excise,  together 
with  an  act  for  taking  away  the  writ  "  De  heretico  com- 
burendo:^^  another  annulling  all  attainders  and  acts  passed 
in  the  late  pretended  Parliament  of  King  James :  a  third 
to  prevent  foreign  education  :  a  fourth  for  disarming 
Papists :  and  a  fifth  for  settling  the  estates  of  intestates. 
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Then  they  resolved,  that  a  sum  not  exceeding  one  hun-  chap. 
dred  and  sixty-three  thousand  three  hundred  and  twenty-  ..  ^'_ 
five  pounds  should  be  granted  to  his  majesty,  to  be  raised  i^^^- 
by  a  poll-bill,  additional  customs,  and  a  continuation  of 
the  additional  excise.  Sir  Charles  Porter,  the  chancellor, 
finding  his  importance  diminished,  if  not  entirely  de- 
stroyed, by  the  assuming  disposition  and  power  of  the 
lord-deputy,  began  to  court  popularity,  by  espousing  the 
cause  of  the  Irish,  against  the  severity  of  the  administra- 
tion ;  and  actually  formed  a  kind  of  tory  interest,  which 
thwarted  Lord  Capel  in  all  his  measures.  A  motion 
was  made  in  Parliament  to  impeach  the  chancellor,  for 
sowing  discord  and  division  among  his  majesty's  subjects ; 
but  being  indulged  with  a  hearing  by  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, he  justified  himself  so  much  to  their  satisfaction, 
that  he  was  voted  clear  of  all  imputation  by  a  great 
majority.  Nevertheless,  they,  at  the  end  of  the  session, 
sent  over  an  address,  in  which  they  bore  testimony  to 
the  mild  and  just  administration  of  their  lord-deputy. 

King  William  having  taken  such  steps  as  were  deemed  Disposition 
necessary  for  preserving  the  peace  of  England  in  his  ab-  mi!!Sl^'^' 
sence,  crossed  the  sea  to  Holland  in  the  middle  of  May,  Flanders, 
fully  determined  to  make  some  great  effort  in  the  Nether- 
lands, that  might  aggrandize  his  military  character,  and 
humble  the  power  of  France,  which  was  already  on  the 
decline.  That  kingdom  was  actually  exhausted  in  such 
a  manner,  that  the  haughty  Louis  found  himself  obliged 
to  stand  upon  the  defensive  against  enemies  over  whom' 
he  had  been  used  to  triumph  with  uninterrupted  success. 
He  heard  the  clamours  of  his  people,  which  he  could  not 
quiet ;  he  saw  his  advances  to  peace  rejected ;  and  to 
crown  his  misfortunes,  he  sustained  an  irreparable  loss  in 
the  death  of  Francis  de  Montmorency,  Duke  of  Luxem- 
bourg, to  whose  military  talents  he  owed  the  greatest 
part  of  his  glory  and  success.  That  great  officer  died  in 
January  at  Versailles,  in  the  sixty-seventh  year  of  his 
age ;  and  Louis  lamented  his  death  the  more  deeply,  as 
he  had  not  another  general  left,  in  whose  understanding 
he  could  confide.  The  conduct  of  the  army  in  Flanders 
was  entrusted  to  Mareschal  Villeroy ;  and  Boufflers  com- 
manded a  separate  army,  though  subject  to  the  other's 
orders.     As  the  French  king  took  it  for  granted  that  the 
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confederates  would  have  a  superiority  of  numbers  in  the 
field,  and  was  well  acquainted  with  the  enterprising 
1695.  genius  of  their  chief,  he  ordered  a  new  line  to  be  drawn 
between  the  Lys  and  the  Scheldt :  he  caused  a  disposi- 
tion to  be  made  for  covering  Dunkirk,  Ypres,  Toumay, 
and  Namur ;  and  laid  injunctions  on  his  general  to  act 
solely  on  the  defensive.  Meanwhile  the  confederates 
formed  two  armies  in  the  Netherlands.  The  first  con- 
sisted of  seventy  battalions  of  infantry,  and  eighty-two 
squadrons  of  horse  and  dragoons,  chiefly  English  and 
Scots,  encamped  at  Aerseele,  Caneghem,  and  Wouter- 
ghem,  between  Thieldt  and  Deynse,  to  be  commanded  by 
the  king  in  person,  assisted  by  the  old  Prince  of  Vaude- 
mont.  The  other  army,  composed  of  sixteen  battalions 
of  foot,  and  one  hundred  and  thirty  squadrons  of  horse, 
encamped  at  Zellech  and  Hamme,  on  the  road  from 
Brussels  to  Dendermonde,  under  the  command  of  the 
Elector  of  Bavaria,  seconded  by  the  Duke  of  Holstein- 
Ploen.  Major-General  Ellemberg  was  posted  near  Dix- 
muyde  with  twenty  battalions  and  ten  squadrons,  and 
another  body  of  Brandenburgh  and  Dutch  troops,  with 
a  reinforcement  from  Liege,  lay  encamped  on  the  Me- 
haigne,  under  the  conduct  of  the  Baron  de  Heyden,  lieu- 
tenant-general of  Brandenburgh,  and  the  Count  de  Berlo, 
general  of  the  Liege  cavalry.  King  William  arrived  in 
the  camp  on  the  fifth  day  of  July ;  and  remained  eight 
days  at  Aerseele.  Then  he  marched  to  Bekelar,  while 
Villeroy  retired  behind  his  lines  between  Menin  and 
Ypres,  after  having  detached  ten  thousand  men  to  rein- 
force Boufflers,  who  had  advanced  to  Pont  d'Espieres ; 
but  he  too  retreating  within  his  lines,  the  Elector  of 
Bavaria  passed  the  Scheldt,  and  took  post  at  Kirkhoven : 
at  the  same  time  the  body  under  Heyden  advanced  to- 
wards Namur. 
King  Wii-  The  King  of  England  having  by  his  motions  drawn  the 
tokl^s^the^'^  forces  of  the  enemy  on  the  side  of  Flanders,  directed  the 
siege  of  Barou  de  Heyden  and  the  Earl  of  Athlone,  who  com- 
Namup.  manded  forty  squadrons  from  the  camp  of  the  Elector  of 
Bavaria,  to  invest  Namur ;  and  this  service  was  performed 
on  the  third  day  of  July ;  but,  as  the  place  was  not  en- 
tirely surrounded,  Mareschal  Boufflers  threw  himself 
into  it,  with  such  a  reinforcement  of  dragoons  as  aug- 
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tnented  the  garrison  to  the  number  of  fifteen  thousand  chap. 
<5hosen  men.  King  WiUiam  and  the  elector  brought  up  ^  ^'  , 
the  rest  of  the  forces,  which  encamped  on  both  sides  of  ^^^^• 
the  Sambre  and  the  Maese ;  and  the  lines  of  circumval- 
lation  were  begun  on  the  sixth  day  of  July,  under  the 
direction  of  the  celebrated  engineer,  General  Coehom. 
This  place  was  formerly  very  strong,  both  by  situation  and 
art ;  but  the  French,  since  its  last  reduction,  had  made 
such  additional  works,  that  both  the  town  and  citadel 
seemed  impregnable.  Considering  the  number  of  the 
garrison,  and  the  quality  of  the  troops,  commanded  by  a 
mareschal  of  France,  distinguished  by  his  valour  and  eon- 
duct,  the  enterprise  was  deemed  an  undeniable  proof  of 
William's  temerity.  On  the  eleventh  the  trenches  were 
opened,  and  next  day  the  batteries  began  to  play  with 
incredible  fury.  The  king  receiving  intelligence  of  a 
motion  made  by  a  body  of  French  troops,  with  a  view 
to  intercept  the  convoys,  detached  twenty  squadrons  of 
horse  and  dragoons  to  observe  the  enemy. 

Prince  Vaudemont,  who  was  left  at  Roselear  with  fifty  Famous 
battalions,  and  the  like  number  of  squadrons,  understand-  p^n  *©  °^ 
ing  that  Villeroy  had  passed  the  Lys  in  order  to  attack  Vaude- 
him,  took  post  with  his  left  near  Grammen,  his  right  by  Bmsksis 
Aerseele  and  Caneghem,  and  began  to  fortify  his  camp,  bombarded 
with  a  view  to  expect  the  enemy.     Their  vanguard  ap-  ^  *  ^^^' 
pearing  on  the  evening  of  the  thirteenth  at  Dentreghem, 
he  changed  the  disposition  of  his  camp,  and  intrenched 
himself  on  both  sides.     Next  day,  however,  perceiving 
Villeroy's  design  was  to  surround  him,  by  means  of  an- 
other body  of  troops  commanded  by  M.  Mental,  who  had 
already  passed  the  Thieldt  for  that  purpose,  he  resolved  to 
avoid  an  engagement,  and  effected  aretreat  toGhent,  which 
is  celebrated  as  one  of  the  most  capital  efforts  of  military 
conduct.     He  forthwith  detached  twelve  battalions,  and 
twelve  pieces  of  cannon,  to  secure  Newport,  which  Vil- 
leroy had   intended   to   invest;   but  that  general  now 
changed  his  resolution,  and  undertook  the  siege  of  Dix- 
muyde,  garrisoned  by  eight  battalions  of  foot,  and  a  regi- 
meijt  of  dragoons,  commanded  by  Major-General  Ellem- 
berg,  who,  in  six-and-thirty  hours  after  the  trenches  were 
opened,  surrendered  himself  and  his  soldiers  prisoners  of 
war.     This  scandalous  example  was  followed  by  Colonel 
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CHAP.    Ofarrel,  who  yielded  up  Deynse  on  the  same  shameful 
V    ^'    .  conditions,  even  before  a  battery  was  opened  by  the  be- 
1695.     siegers.     In  the  sequel  they  were  both  tried  for  their 
misbehaviour :  Ellemberg  suffered  death,  and  Ofarrel  was 
broken  with  infamy.     The  Prince  of  Vaudemont  sent  a 
message  to  the  French  general,  demanding  the  garrisons 
of  those  two  places,  according  to  a  cartel  which  had  been 
settled  between  the  powers  at  war ;  but  no  regard  was 
paid  to  this  remonstrance.    Villeroy,  after  several  marches 
and  countermarches,  appeared  before  Brussels  on  the 
thirteenth  day  of  August,  and  sent  a  letter  to  the  Prince 
of  Berghem,  governor  of  that  city,  importing  that  the 
king  his  master  had  ordered  him  to  bombard  the  town, 
by  way  of  making  reprisals  for  the  damage  done  by  the 
English  fleet  to  the  maritime  towns  of  France :  he  like- 
wise desired  to  know  in  what  part  the  Electress  of  Ba- 
varia resided,  that  he  might  not  fire  into  that  quarter. 
After  this  declaration,  which  was  no  more  than  an  un- 
meaning compliment,  he  began  to  bombard  and  can- 
nonade the  place  with  red-hot  bullets,  which  produced 
conflagrations  in  many  different  parts  of  the  city,  and 
frightened  the  electress  into  a  miscarriage.     On  the  fif- 
teenth, the  French  discontinued  their  firing,  and  retired 
to  Enghein. 
Progress  of      During  these  transactions  the  siege  of  Namur  was  pro- 
JJ^^^r^^^^secuted  with  great  ardour,  under  the  eye  of  the  King  of 
England ;  while  the  garrison  defended  the  place  with 
equal  spirit  and  perseverance.    On  the  eighteenth  day  of 
July,  Major-General  Ramsay,  and  Lord  Cutts,  at  the  head 
of  five  battalions,  English,  Scots,  and  Dutch,  attacked  the 
enemy's  advanced  works,  on  the  right  of  the  counter- 
scarp.    They  were  sustained  by  six  English  battalions, 
commanded   by  Brigadier-General   Fitzpatrick ;    while 
eight  foreign  regiments,  with  nine  thousand  pioneers, 
advanced    on   the   left,    under  Major-General    Salisch. 
The  assault  was  desperate  and  bloody,  the  enemy  main- 
taining their  ground   for  two   hours   with  undaunted 
courage ;  but  at  last  they  were  obliged  to  give  way,  and 
were  pursued  to  the  very  gates  of  the  town,  though,  not 
before  they  had  killed  or  wounded  twelve  hundred  men 
of  the  confederate  army.     The  king  was  so  well  pleased 
with  the  behaviour  of  the  British  troops,  that  during  the 
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action  he  laid  his  hand  upon  the  shoulder  of  the  Elector  chap. 
of  Bavaria,  and  exclaimed  with  emotion,  "See  my  brave  .  ^'  . 
English!"  On  the  twenty-seventh,  the  English  and  i^^- 
Scots,  under  Ramsay  and  Hamilton,  assaulted  the  coun- 
terscarp, where  they  met  with  prodigious  opposition  from 
the  fire  of  the  besieged.  Nevertheless,  being  sustained 
by  the  Dutch,  they  made  a  lodgement  on  the  foremost 
covered  way  before  the  gate  of  St.  Nicholas,  as  also  upon 
part  of  the  counterscarp.  The  valour  of  the  assailants 
on  this  occasion  was  altogether  unprecedented,  and  al- 
most incredible ;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  the  courage 
of  the  besieged  was  worthy  of  praise  and  admiration. 
Several  persons  were  killed  in  the  trenches  at  the  side  of 
the  king,  and  among  these  Mr.  Godfrey,  deputy-governor 
of  the  bank  of  England,  who  had  come  to  the  camp,  to 
confer  with  his  majesty  about  remitting  money  for  the 
payment  of  the  army.  On  the  thirtieth  day  of  July  the 
Elector  of  Bavaria  attacked  Vauban's  line  that  surrounded 
the  works  of  the  castle.  General  Coehorn  was  present 
in  this  action,  which  was  performed  with  equal  valour 
and  success.  They  not  only  broke  through  the  line,  but 
even  took  possession  of  Coehorn's  fort,  in  which,  however, 
they  found  it  impossible  to  effect  a  lodgement.  On  the 
second  day  of  August,  Lord  Cutts,  with  four  hundred 
English  and  Dutch  grenadiers,  attacked  the  saillant^angle 
of  a  demi-bastion,  and  lodged  himself  on  the  second  coun- 
terscarp. The  breaches  being  now  practicable,  and  pre- 
parations made  for  a  general  assault.  Count  Guiscard,  the 
governor,  capitulated  for  the  town  on  the  fourth  of  Au- 
gust ;  and  the  French  retired  into  the  citadel,  against 
which  twelve  batteries  played  upon  the  thirteenth.  The 
trenches,  meanwhile,  were  carried  on  with  great  expedi- 
tion, notwithstanding  all  the  efforts  of  the  besieged,  who 
fired  without  ceasing,  and  exerted  amazing  diligence 
and  intrepidity  in  defending  and  repairing  the  damage 
they  sustained.  At  length,  the  annoyance  became  so 
dreadful  from  the  unintermitting  showers  of  bombs 
and  red-hot  bullets,  that  Boufflers,  after  having  made 
divers  furious  sallies,  formed  a  scheme  for  breaking 
through  the  confederate  camp  with  his  cavalry.  This, 
however,  was  prevented  by  the  extreme  vigilance  of 
King  William. 

After  the  bombardment  of  Brussels,  Villeroy,  being 


214  HISTORY  OF  ENGLAND. 

CHAP,  reinforced  with  all  the  troops  that  could  be  drafted  from 
V  ^'  ,  garrisons,  advanced  towards  Namur,  with  an  array  of 
Viiil^^  ninety  thousand  men ;  and  Prince  Vaudemont  being 
tempts  to  joined  by  the  Prince  of  Hesse,  with  a  strong  body  of 
Thebe-**"  ^^^^^  from  the  Rhine,  took  possession  of  the  strong 
siegera  camp  at  Masy,  within  five  English  miles  of  the  besieg- 
dlsperate  ^°&  army.  The  king,  understanding  that  the  enemy  had 
assault,  reached  Fleurus,  where  they  discharged  ninety  pieces  of 
cannon,  as  a  signal  to  inform  the  garrison  of  their  ap- 
proach, left  the  conduct  of  the  siege  to  the  Elector  of 
Bavaria,  and  took  upon  himself  the  command  of  the 
covering  army,  in  order  to  oppose  Villeroy,  who,  being 
further  reinforced  by  a  detachment  from  Germany,  de- 
clared, that  he  would  hazard  a  battle  for  the  relief  of 
Namur.  But,  when  he  viewed  the  posture  of  the  allies 
near  Masy,  he  changed  his  resolution,  and  retired 
in  the  night  without  noise.  On  the  thirteenth  day 
of  August  the  besieged  were  summoned  to  surren- 
der, by  Count  Home,  who,  in  a  parley  with  the  Count  de 
Lamont,  general  of  the  French  infantry,  gave  him  to 
understand,  that  Mareschal  Villeroy  had  retired  towards 
the  Mehaigne ;  so  that  the  garrison  could  not  expect  to 
be  relieved.  No  immediate  answer  being  returned  to 
this  message,  the  parley  was  broken  off,  and  the  king 
resolved  to  proceed  without  delay  to  a  general  assault, 
which  he  had  already  planned  with  the  elector  and  his 
other  generals.  Between  one  and  two  in  the  afternoon. 
Lord  Cutts,  who  desired  the  command,  though  it  was 
not  in  his  turn  of  duty,  rushed  out  of  the  trenches  of  the 
second  line,  at  the  head  of  three  hundred  grenadiers,  to 
make  a  lodgement  in  the  breach  of  Terra-nova,  sup- 
ported by  the  regiments  of  Coulthorp,  Buchan,  Hamil- 
ton, and  Mackay ;  while  Colonel  Marselly,  with  a  body 
of  Dutch,  the  Bavarians  and  BrandenburgUers,  attacked 
at  two  other  places.  The  assailants  met  with  such  a  warm 
reception,  that  the  English  grenadiers  were  repulsed, 
even  after  they  had  mounted  the  breach,  Lord  Cutts 
being  for  some  time  disabled  by  a  shot  in  the  head. 
Marselly  was  defeated,  taken,  and  afterwards  killed  by 
a  cannon-ball  from  the  batteries  of  the  besiegers.  The 
Bavarians,  by  mistaking  their  way,  were  exposed  to  a 
^^  terrible  fire,  by  which  their  general.  Count  Rivera,  and  a 

great  number  of  their  officers^  were  slain :  nevertheless. 
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they  fixed  themselves  on  the  outward  intrenchment,  on  chap; 
the  point  of  the  Coehorn  next  to  the  Sambre,  and  main-. .  ^'  . 
tained  their  ground  with  amazing  fortitude.  Lord  Cutts,  ^^*- 
when  his  wound  was  dressed,  returned  to  the  scene  of 
action,  and  ordered  two  hundred  chosen  men  of  Mackay's 
regiment,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Cockle,  to  attack 
the  face  of  the  saillant-angle  next  to  the  breach,  sword 
in  hand,  while  the  ensigns  of  the  same  regiment  should 
advance,  and  plant  their  colours  on  the  palisadoes.  Cockle 
and  his  detachment  executed  the  command  he  had  re- 
ceived with  admirable  intrepidity.  They  broke  through 
the  palisadoes,  drove  the  French  from  the  covered  way, 
made  a  lodgement  in  one  of  the  batteries,  and  turned  the 
cannon  against  the  enemy.  The  Bavarians,  being  thus 
sustained,  made  their  post  good.  The  Major-Generals 
La  Cave  and  Schwerin  lodged  themselves  at  the  same 
time  on  the  covered  way  ;  and  though  the  general  assault 
did  not  succeed  in  its  full  extent,  the  confederates  re- 
mained masters  of  a  very  considerable  lodgement,  nearly 
an  English  mile  in  length.  Yet  this  was  dearly  pur- 
chased with  the  lives  of  two  thousand  men,  including 
many  officers  of  great  rank  and  reputation.  During  the 
action,  the  Elector  of  Bavaria  signalized  his  courage  in 
a  very  remarkable  manner,  riding  from  place  to  place 
through  the  hottest  of  the  fire,  giving  his  directions  with 
notable  presence  of  mind,  according  to  the  emergency  of 
circumstances,  animating  the  officers  with  praise  and 
promise  of  preferment,  and  distributing  handfuls  of  gold 
among  the  private  soldiers. 

On  the  first  day  of  September,  the  besieged  having  The  place 
obtained  a  cessation  of  arms,  that  their  dead  might  be  BoUfSers  is 
buried,  the  Count  de  Guiscard  appearing  on  the  breach,  arrested  by 
desired  to  speak  with  the  Elector  of  Bavaria.    His  high-  King  wit- 
ness immediately    mounting  the   breach,   the  French^**™- 
governor  offered  to  surrender  the  fort  of  Coehorn;  but 
was  given  to  understand,  that  if  he  intended  to  capitu- 
late, he  must  treat  for  the  whole.     This  reply  being 
communicated  to  Boufflers,  he  agreed  to  the  proposal : 
the  cessation  was  prolonged,  and  that  very  evening  the 
capitulation  was  finished.     Villeroy,  who  lay  encamped 
at  Gemblours,  was  no  sooner  apprised  of  this  event,  by 
a  triple  discharge  of  all  the  artillery,  and  a  running  fire 
along  the  lines  of  the  confederate  army,  than  he  passed 
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CHAP,  the  Sambre,  near  Charleroy,  with  great  precipitation ; 
s^L^  and  having  reinforced  the  garrison  of  Dinant,  retreated 
1696.  towards  the  lines  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Mons.  On 
the  fifth  day  of  September,  the  French  garrison,  which 
was  now  reduced  from  fifteen  to  five  thousand  five 
hundred  men,  evacuated  the  citadel  of  Namur.  Bouf- 
flers,  in  marching  out,  was  arrested  in  the  name  of  his 
Britannic  majesty,  by  way  of  reprisal  for  the  garrisons 
of  Dixmuyde  and  Deynse,  which  the  French  king  had 
detained,  contrary  to  the  cartel  subsisting  between  the 
two  nations.  The  mareschal  was  not  a  little  discom- 
posed at  this  unexpected  incident,  and  expostulated 
warmly  with  Mr.  Dyckvelt,  who  assured  him  the  King 
of  Great  Britain  entertained  a  profound  respect  for  his 
person  and  character.  William  even  offered  to  set  him 
at  liberty,  provided  he  would  pass  his  word  that  the 
garrisons  of  Dixmuyde  and  Deynse  should  be  sent  back, 
or  that  he  himself  would  return  in  a  fortnight.  He 
said,  that  he  could  not  enter  into  any  such  engagement, 
as  he  did  not  know  his  master's  reasons  for  detaining 
the  garrisons  in  question.  He  was,  therefore,  reconveyed 
to  Namur ;  from  thence  removed  to  Maestricht,  and 
treated  with  great  reverence  and  respect,  till  the  return 
of  an  officer  whom  he  had  despatched  to  Versailles  with 
an  account  of  his  captivity.  Then  he  engaged  his  word, 
that  the  garrisons  of  Dixmuyde  and  Deynse  should  be 
sent  back  to  the  allied  army.  He  was  immediately  re- 
leased, and  conducted  in  safety  to  Dinant.  When  he 
repaired  to  Versailles,  Louis  received  him  with  very 
extraordinary  marks  of  esteem  and  affection.  He  em- 
braced him  in  public  with  the  warmest  expressions  of 
regard ;  declared  himself  perfectly  well  satisfied  with  his 
conduct ;  created  him  a  duke  and  peer  of  France ;  and 
presented  him  with  a  very  large  sum,  in  acknowledg- 
ment of  his  signal  services. 
Campaign  After  the  reduction  of  Namur,  which  greatly  en- 
Rhine  and  ^^°^®^  *^®  military  character  of  King  William,  he  re- 
in Hun-  tired  to  his  house  at  Loo,  which  was  his  favourite  place 
8**y-  of  residence,  leaving  the  command  to  the  Elector  of 
Bavaria ;  and  about  the  latter  end  of  September  both 
armies  began  to  separate.  The  French  forces  retired 
within  their  lines.  A  good  number  of  the  allied  troops 
were   distributed   in   different  garrisons;  and  a  strong 
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detachment  marched  towards  Newport,  under  the  com-  chap. 
mand  of  the  Prince  of  Wirtemberg,  for  the  security  of .  ^'  . 
that  place.  Thus  ended  the  campaign  in  the  Nether-  i^^^- 
lands.  On  the  Rhine  nothing  of  moment  was  attempted 
by  either  army.  The  Mareschal  de  Lorges,  in  the  be- 
ginning of  June,  passed  the  Rhine  at  Philipsburg ;  and 
posting  himself  at  Brucksal,  sent  out  parties  to  ravage 
the  country.  On  the  eleventh  of  the  same  month,  the 
Prince  of  Baden  joined  the  German  army  at  Steppach, 
and  on  the  eighth  of  July  was  reinforced  by  the  troops 
of  the  other  German  confederates,  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Wiselock.  On  the  nineteenth,  the  French  re- 
tired without  noise,  in  the  night,  towards  Manheim, 
where  they  repassed  the  river,  without  any  interruption 
from  the  imperial  general :  then  he  sent  off  a  large  de- 
tachment to  Flanders.  The  same  step  was  taken  by 
the  Prince  of  Baden ;  and  each  army  lay  inactive  in  their 
quarters  for  the  remaining  part  of  the  campaign.  The 
command  of  the  Germans  in  Hungary  was  conferred 
upon  the  Elector  of  Saxony ;  but  the  court  of  Vienna 
was  so  dilatory  in  its  preparations,  that  he  was  not  in  a 
condition  to  act  till  the  middle  of  August.  Lord  Paget 
had  been  sent  ambassador  from  England  to  the  Ottoman 
Porte,  with  instructions  relating  to  a  pacification ;  but 
before  he  could  obtain  an  audience  the  sultan  died,  and 
was  succeeded  by  his  nephew,  Mustapha,  who  resolved 
to  prosecute  the  war  in  person.  The  warlike  genius  of 
this  new  emperor  afforded  but  an  uncomfortable  pros- 
pect to  his  people,  considering  that  Peter,  the  Czar  of 
Muscovy,  had  taken  the  opportunity  of  the  war  in 
Hungary,  to  invade  the  Crimea,  and  besiege  Azoph ; 
so  that  the  Tartars  were  too  much  employed  at  home  to 
spare  the  succours  which  the  sultan  demanded.  Never- 
theless, Mustapha  and  his  visir  took  the  field  before  the 
imperialists  could  commence  the  operations  of  the  cam- 
paign, passed  the  Danube,  took  Lippa  and  Titul  by 
assault,  stormed  the  camp  of  General  Veterani,  who  was 
posted  at  Lugos  with  seven  thousand  men,  and  who  lost 
his  life  in  the  action.  The  infantry  were  cut  to  pieces, 
after  having  made  a  desperate  defence ;  but  the  horse 
retreated  to  Carousebes,  under  the  conduct  of  General 
Trusches.      The    Turks,  after  this   exploit,   retired   to 
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CHAP.    Orsowa.  Their  navy,  meanwhile,  surprised  the  Venetian 
I    ^'    /  fleet  at  Scio,  where  several  ships  of  the  republic  were 
1695.     destroyed,  and  they  recovered  that  island,  which  the 
Venetians  thought  proper  to  abandon ;  but,  in  order  to 
balance  this  misfortune,  these  last  obtained  a  complete 
victory  over  the  Bashaw  of  Negropont  in  the  Morea. 
The  Duke       The  French  king  still  maintained  a  secret  negotiation 
^tsiCasai.  ^^^^  *^®  Duke  of  Savoy,  whose  conduct  had  been  for  some 
time  mysterious  and  equivocal.     Contrary  to  the  opinion 
of  his  allies,  he  undertook  the  siege  of  Casal,  which  was 
counted  one  of  the  strongest  fortifications  in  Europe,  de- 
fended by  a  numerous  garrison,  abundantly  supplied  with 
ammunition  and  provision.     The  siege  was  begun  about 
tlie  middle  of  May ;  and  the  place  was  surrendered  by 
capitulation  in  about  fourteen  days,  to  the  astonishment 
of  the  confederates,  who  did  not  know  that  this  was  a 
sacrifice  by  which  the  French  court  obtained  the  duke's 
forbearance  during  the  remaining  part  of  the  campaign. 
The  capitulation  imported,  that  the  place  should  be  re- 
stored to  the  Duke  of  Mantua,  who  was  the  rightful  pro- 
prietor :  that  the  fortifications  should  be  demolished  at 
the  expense  of  the  allies :  that  the  garrison  should  remain 
in  the  fort  till  that  work  should  be  completed  :  and  host- 
ages were  exchanged  for  the  performance  of  these  con- 
ditions.    The  duke  understood  the  art  of  procrastination 
so  well,  that  September  was  far  advanced  before  the  place 
was  wholly  dismantled ;  and  then  he  was  seized  with  an 
ague,  which  obliged  him  to  quit  the  army. 
Transac-         In  Catalouia  the  French  could  hardly  maintain  the 
Catalonia,  footing  they  had  gained.     Admiral  Russel,  who  wintered 
at  Cadiz,  was  created  admiral,    chief-commander,   and 
captain-general  of  all  his  majesty's  ships  employed,  or  to 
be  employed,  in  the  narrow  seas,  and  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean.    He  was  reinforced  by  four  thousand  five  hun- 
dred soldiers,  under  the  command  of  Brigadier-General 
Stewart ;  and  seven  thousand  men,  imperialists  as  well 
as  Spaniards,  were  drafted  from  Italy  for  the  defence  of 
Catalonia.     These  forces  were  transported  to  Barcelona, 
under  the  convoy  of  Admiral  Nevil,  detached  by  Russel 
for  that  purpose.     The  aflairs  of  Catalonia  had  already 
changed  their  aspect.     Several  French  parties  had  been 
defeated.     The  Spaniards  had  blocked  up  Ostalric  and 
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Castel-Follit :  Noailles  had  been  recalled,  and  the  com-  chap. 
mand  devolved  upon  the  Ehike  de  Vendome,  who  no  v  ^-  , 
sooner  understood  that  the  forces  from  Italy  vi^ere  landed,  1696. 
than  he  dismantled  Ostalric  and  Castel-Follit,  and  retired 
to  Palamos.  The  Viceroy  of  Catalonia  and  the  English 
admiral  having  resolved  to  give  battle  to  the  enemy,  and 
reduce  Palamos,  the  English  troops  were  landed  on  the 
ninth  day  of  August,  and  the  allied  army  advanced  to 
Palamos.  The  French  appeared  in  order  of  battle  ;  but 
the  viceroy  declined  an  engagement.  Far  from  attacking 
the  enemy,  he  withdrew  his  forces,  and  the  town  was 
bombarded  by  the  admiral.  The  miscarriage  of  this  ex- 
pedition was  in  a  great  measure  owing  to  a  misunder- 
standing between  Russel  and  the  court  of  Spain.  The 
admiral  complained  that  his  Catholic  majesty  had  made 
no  preparations  for  the  campaign  :  that  he  had  neglected 
to  fulfil  his  engagements  with  respect  to  the  Spanish 
squadron,  which  ought  to  have  joined  the  fleets  of  Eng- 
land and  Holland :  that  he  had  taken  no  care  to  provide 
tents  and  provisions  for  the  British  forces.  On  the  twenty- 
seventh  day  of  August  he  sailed  for  the  coast  of  Provence, 
where  the  fleet  was  endangered  by  a  terrible  tempest : 
then  he  steered  down  the  Straits,  and  towards  the  latter 
end  of  September  arrived  in  the  bay  of  Cadiz.  There  he 
left  a  number  of  ships  under  the  command  of  Sir  David 
Mitchel,  until  he  should  be  joined  by  Sir  George  Rooke, 
who  was  expected  from  England,  and  returned  home  vdth 
the  rest  of  the  combined  squadrons. 

While  Admiral  Russel  asserted  the  British  dominion  The  Eng- 
in  the  Mediterranean,  the  French  coasts  were  affain  in-  "***  ?®®* 

bom  b&ii'Qs 

suited  in  the  Channel  by  a  separate  fleet  under  the  com-  st.  Maioes 
mand  of  Lord  Berkeley  of  Stratton,  assisted  by  the  Dutch  ^^^^^^ 
admiral  Allemonde.     On  the  fourth  day  of  July  they  the  coast  of 
anchored  before  St.  Maioes,  which  they  bombarded  from  ^"^®®- 
nine  ketches  covered  by  some  frigates,  which  sustained 
more  damage  than  was  done  to  the  enemy.     On  the  sixth, 
Granville  underwent  the  same  fete,  and  then  the  fleet 
returned  to  Portsmouth.     The  bomb-vessels  being  re- 
fitted, the  fleet  sailed  round  to  the  Downs,  where  four 
hundred  soldiers  were  embarked  for  an  attempt  upon 
Dunkirk,  under  the  direction  of  Meesters,  the  famous 
Dutch  engineer,  who  had  prepared  his  infemals,  and  other 
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CHAP,  machines,  for  the  service.  On  the  first  day  of  August 
,  ^'  ,  the  experiment  was  tried  without  success.  The  bombs 
1695.  did  some  execution;  but  two  smoke  ships  miscarried. 
The  French  had  secured  the  Risbank  and  wooden  forts 
with  piles,  bombs,  chains,  and  floating  batteries,  in  such 
a  manner,  that  the  machine-vessels  could  not  approach 
near  enough  to  produce  any  effect.  Besides,  the  coun- 
cils of  the  assailants  were  distracted  by  violent  animosi- 
ties. The  English  officers  hated  Meesters,  because  he 
was  a  Dutchman,  and  had  acquired  some  credit  with  the 
king ;  he,  on  the  other  hand,  treated  them  with  disrespect. 
He  retired  with  his  machines  in  the  night,  and  refused 
to  co-operate  with  Lord  Berkeley  in  his  design  upon  Calais, 
which  was  now  put  in  execution.  On  the  sixteenth  he 
brought  his  batteries  to  bear  upon  this  place,  and  set  fire 
to  it  in  different  quarters ;  but  the  enemy  had  taken  such 
precautions  as  rendered  his  scheme  abortive. 
Wiimot's  A  squadron  had  been  sent  to  the  West  Indies  under 
to  ?he  West  the  joiut  Command  of  Captain  Robert  Wilmot  and 
Indies.  Colouel  Liliugstou,  with  twelve  hundred  land-forces. 
They  had  instructions  to  co-operate  with  the  Spaniards 
in  Hispaniola,  against  the  French  settlements  on  that 
island,  and  to  destroy  their  fisheries  on  the  banks  of  New- 
foundland, in  their  return.  They  were  accordingly  joined 
by  seventeen  hundred  Spaniards  raised  by  the  President 
of  St.  Domingo ;  but  instead  of  proceeding  against  Petit- 
Guavas,  according  to  the  directions  they  had  received, 
Wilmot  took  possession  of  Fort  Francois,  and  plundered 
the  country  for  his  own  private  advantage,  notwithstand- 
ing the  remonstrances  of  Lilingston,  who  protested  against 
his  conduct.  In  a  word,  the  sea  and  land  officers  lived 
in  a  state  of  perpetual  dissension  ;  and  both  became  ex- 
tremely disagreeable  to  the  Spaniards,  who  soon  re- 
nounced all  connexion  with  them  and  their  designs.  In 
the  beginning  of  September  the  commodore  set  sail  for 
England,  and  lost  one  of  his  ships  in  the  gulf  of  Florida. 
He  himself  died  in  his  passage :  and  the  greater  part  of 
the  men  being  swept  off  by  an  epidemical  distemper,  the 
squadron  returned  to  Britain  in  a  most  miserable  condi- 
tion. Notwithstanding  the  great  efforts  the  nation  had 
made  to  maintain  such  a  number  of  different  squadrons 
for  the  protection  of  commerce,  as  well  as  to  annoy  the 
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enemy,  the  trade  suffered  severely  from  the  French  pri-  chap. 
vateers,  which  swarmed  in  both  channels,  and  made  prize  ^'  , 
of  many  rich  vessels.  The  Marquis  of  Caermarthen,  i^^- 
being  stationed  with  a  squadron  off  the  Scilly  islands, 
mistook  a  fleet  of  merchant-ships  for  the  Brest  fleet,  and 
retired  with  precipitation  to  Milford-Haven.  In  conse- 
quence of  this  retreat,  the  privateers  took  a  good  number 
of  ships  from  Barbadoes,  and  five  from  the  East  Indies, 
valued  at  a  million  sterling.  The  merchants  renewed 
their  clamour  against  the  commissioners  of  the  Admiralty, 
who  produced  their  orders  and  instructions  in  their  own 
defence.  The  Marquis  of  Caermarthen  had  been  guilty 
of  flagrant  misconduct  on  this  occasion ;  but  the  chief 
source  of  those  national  calamities  was  the  circumstantial 
intelligence  transmitted  to  France,  from  time  to  time,  by 
the  malecontents  of  England ;  for  they  were  actuated  by 
a  scandalous  principle,  which  they  still  retain,  namely, 
that  of  rejoicing  in  the  distress  of  their  country. 

King  William,  after  having  conferred  with  the  States  AnewPar- 
of  Holland,  and  the  Elector  of  Brandenburgh,  who  met  ^**™®''^ 
him  at  the  Hague,  embarked  for  England  on  the  nine- 
teenth day  of  October,  and  arrived  in  safety  at  Margate, 
fi'om  whence  he  proceeded  to  London,  where  he  was  re- 
ceived as  a  conqueror,  amidst  the  rejoicings  and  acclama- 
tions of  the  people.  On  the  same  day  he  summoned  a 
council  at  Kensington,  in  which  it  was  determined  to 
convoke  a  new  Parliament.  While  the  nation  was  in 
good  humour,  it  was  supposed  that  they  would  return 
such  members  only  as  were  well  affected  to  the  govern- 
ment ;  whereas  the  present  Parliament  might  proceed  in 
its  inquiries  into  corruption  and  other  grievances,  and  be  - 
the  less  influenced  by  the  crown,  as  their  dependence  was 
of  such  short  duration.  The  Parliament  was,  therefore, 
dissolved  by  proclamation,  and  a  new  one  summoned  to 
meet  at  Westminster  on  the  twenty-second  day  of  No- 
vember. While  the  whole  nation  was  occupied  in  the 
elections,  William,  by  the  advice  of  his  chief  confidents, 
laid  his  own  disposition  under  restraint,  in  another  effort 
to  acquire  popularity.  He  honoured  the  diversions  of 
Newmarket  with  his  presence,  and  there  received  a  com- 
pliment of  congratulation  from  the  university  of  Cam- 
bridge.    Then  he  visited  the  Earls  of  Sunderland,  North- 
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CHAP,    ampton,  and  Montague,  at  their  different  houses  in  the 
v_^^  country :  and  proceeded  with  a  splendid  retinue  to  Lincoln, 
1696.     fYQua^  whence  he  repaired  to  Welbeck,  a  seat  belonging 
to  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  in  Nottinghamshire,  where  he 
was  attended  by  Dr.  Sharp,  Archbishop  of  York,  and  his 
clergy.     He  lodged   one  night  with  Lord    Brooke  at 
Warwick-castle,  dined  with  the  Duke  of  Shrewsbury  at 
Eyefort,  and  by  the  way  of  Woodstock,  made  a  solemn 
entry  into  Oxford,  having  been  met  at  some  distance 
from  the  city  by  the  Duke  of  Ormond,  as  chancellor  of 
the  university,  the  vice-chancellor,  the  doctors  in  their 
habits,  and  the  magistrates  in  their  formalities.     He  pro- 
ceeded directly  to  the  theatre,  where  he  was  welcomed 
in  an  elegant  Latin  speech :  he  received  from  the  chan- 
cellor on  his  knees  the  usual  presents  of  a  large  English 
Bible,  and  Book  of  Common  Prayer,  the  cuts  of  the  uni- 
versity, and  a  pair  of  gold-fringed  gloves.     The  conduits 
ran  with  wine,  and  a  magnificent  banquet  was  prepared ; 
but  an  anonymous  letter  being  found  in  the  street,  im- 
porting that  there  was  a  design  to  poison  his  majesty, 
William  refused  to  eat  or  drink  in  Oxford,  and  retired 
immediately  to  Windsor.     Notwithstanding  this  abrupt 
<ieparture,  which  did  not  savour  much  of  magnanimity, 
the  university  chose  Sir  William  Trumbal,  secretary  of 
state,  as  one  of  their  representatives  in  Parliament. 
They  pass  a      The  whig  interest  generally  prevailed  in  the  elections, 
guiattng'^^    though  many  even  of  that  party  were  malecontents ;  and 
trials  in      whcu  the  Parliament  met,  Foley  was  again  chosen  speaker 
htgrtrea-  of  the  Commous.     The  king,  in  his  first  speech,  extolled 
son.  the  valour  of  the  English  forces ;  expressed  his  concern 

-  at  being  obliged  to  demand  such  large  supplies  from  his 
people ;  observed  that  the  funds  had  proved  very  deficient, 
and  the  civil  list  was  in  a  precarious  condition ;  recom- 
mended to  their  compassion  the  miserable  situation  of 
the  French  Protestants ;  took  notice  of  the  bad  state  of 
the  coin ;  desired  they  would  form  a  good  bill  for  the 
encouragement  and  increase  of  seamen;  and  contrive 
laws  for  the  advancement  of  commerce.  He  mentioned 
the  great  preparations  which  the  French  were  making  for 
taking  the  field  early ;  entreated  them  to  use  despatch ; 
expressed  his  satisfaction  at  the  choice  which  his  people 
had  made  of  their  representatives  in  the  House  of  Com- 
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mens ;  and  exhorted  them  to  proceed  with  temper  and  chap. 
unanimity.  Though  the  two  Houses  presented  addresses  .  ^'  . 
of  congratulation  to  the  king  upon  his  late  success,  and  ^^*^- 
promised  to  assist  him  in  prosecuting  the  war  with  vigour, 
the  nation  loudly  exclaimed  against  the  intolerable 
burdens  and  losses  to  which  they  were  subjected,  by  a 
foreign  scheme  of  politics,  which,  like  an  unfathomable 
abyss,  swallowed  up  the  wealth  and  blood  of  the 
kingdom.  All  the  king's  endeavours  to  cover  the  dis- 
gusting side  of  his  character  had  proved  ineffectual :  he 
was  still  dry,  reserved,  and  forbidding;  and  the  mSile- 
contents  inveighed  bitterly  against  his  behaviour  to  the 
Princess  Anne  of  Denmark.  When  the  newsof  Namur 
being  reduced  arrived  in  England,  this  lady  congratulated 
him  upon  his  success  in  a  dutiful  letter,  to  which  he  would 
not  deign  to  send  a  reply,  either  by  writing  or  message ; 
nor  had  she  or  her  husband  been  favoured  with  the 
slightest  mark  of  regard  since  his  return  to  England. 
The  members  in  the  Lower  House,  who  had  adopted 
opposing  maxims,  either  from  principle  or  resentment, 
resolved  that  the  crown  should  purchase  the  supplies  with 
some  concession  in  favour  of  the  people.  They  therefore 
brought  in  the  so  long  contested  bill  for  regulating  trials 
in  cases  of  high  treason  and  misprision  of  treason  ;  and, 
considering  the  critical  juncture  of  affairs,  the  courtiers 
were  afraid  of  obstructing  such  a  popular  measure.  The 
Lords  inserted  a  clause,  enacting,  that  the  peer  should  be 
tried  by  the  whole  peerage ;  and  the  Commons  at  once 
assented  to  this  amendment.  The  bill  provided,  that 
persons  indicted  for  high  treason,  or  misprision  of  treason, 
should  be  furnished  with  a  copy  of  the  indictment  five 
days  before  the  trial ;  and  indulged  with  counsel  to  plead 
in  their  defence  :  that  no  person  should  be  indicted  but 
upon  the  oaths  of  two  lawful  witnesses  swearing  to  overt- 
acts  :  that  in  two  or  more  distinct  treasons  of  divers  kinds, 
alleged  in  one  bill  of  indictment,  one  witness  to  one,  and 
another  witness  to  another,  should  not  be  deemed  two 
witnesses  :  that  no  person  should  be  prosecuted  for  any 
such  crime,  unless  the  indictment  be  found  within  three 
years  after  the  offence  committed,  except  in  case  of  a 
design  or  attempt  to  assassinate  or  poison  the  king,  where 
this  limitation  should  not  take  place :  that  persons  in- 
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CHAP,    dieted  for  treason,  or  misprision  of  treason,  should  be  sup- 
.     ^'    ,  plied  with  copies  of  the  pannel  of  the  jurors,  two  days  at 
1696.     least  before  the  trial,  and  have  process  to  compel  their 
witnesses  to  appear :  that  no  evidence  should  be  admitted 
of  any  overt-act  not  expressly  laid  in  the  indictment :  that 
this  act  should  not  extend  to  any  impeachment,  or  other 
proceedings  in  Parliament;  nor  to  any  indictment  for 
counterfeiting  his  majesty's  coin,  his  great  seal,  privy  seal, 
sign  manual,  or  signet. 
Resoiu-  This  important  affair  being  discussed,  the  Commons 

^^ct*to  a  proceeded  to  examine  the  accounts  and  estimates,  and 
new  coin-  votcd  abovo  five  milHous  for  the  service  of  the  ensuing 
*^®'  year.     The  state  of  the  coin  was  by  this  time  become 

such  a  national  grievance  as  could  not  escape  the  atten- 
tion of  Parliament.  The  Lords  prepared  an  address  to 
the  throne,  for  a  proclamation  to  put  a  stop  to  the  cur- 
rency of  diminished  coin ;  and  to  this  they  desired  the 
concurrence  of  the  Commons.  The  Lower  House,  how- 
ever, determined  to  take  this  affiiir  under  their  own  in- 
spection. They  appointed  a  committee  of  the  whole 
House,  to  deliberate  on  the  state  of  the  nation  with  re- 
spect to  the  currency.  Great  opposition  was  made  to  a 
recoinage,  which  was  a  measure  strenuously  recommended 
and  supported  by  Mr.  Montague,  who  acted  on  this  oc- 
casion by  the  advice  of  the  great  mathematician  Sir  Isaac 
Newton.  The  enemies  of  this  expedient  argued,  that 
should  the  silver  coin  be  called  in,  it  would  be  impossible 
to  maintain  the  war  abroad,  or  prosecute  foreign  trade, 
inasmuch  as  the  merchant  could  not  pay  his  bills  of 
exchange,  nor  the  soldier  receive  his  subsistence :  that  a 
stop  would  be  put  to  all  mutual  payment ;  and  this  would 
produce  universal  confusion  and  despair.  Such  a  reform- 
ation could  not  be  effected  without  some  danger  and  diffi- 
culty ;  but  it  was  become  absolutely  necessary,  as  the  evil 
daily  increased,  and  in  a  little  time  must  have  terminated 
in  national  anarchy.  After  long  and  vehement  debates, 
the  majority  resolved  to  proceed  with  all  possible  expe- 
dition to  a  new  coinage.  Another  question  arose, 
whether  the  new  coin  in  its  different  denominations 
should  retain  the  original  weight  and  purity  of  the  old ; 
or  the  established  standard  be  raised  in  value.  The 
famous   Locke   engaged   in   this   dispute   against    Mr. 
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Lowndes,  who  proposed  that  the  standard  should  be  chap. 
raised :  the  arguments  of  Mr.  Locke  were  so  convincing,  .  y*  . 
that  the  committee  resolved  the  established  standard  i^^- 
should  be  preserved  with  respect  to  weight  and  fineness. 
They  likewise  resolved,  that  the  loss  accruing  to  the  re- 
venue from  clipped  money  should  be  borne  by  the  public. 
In  order  to  prevent  a  total  stagnation,  they  further  re- 
solved, that  after  an  appointed  day,  no  clipped  money 
should  pass  in  payment,  except  to  the  collectors  of  the 
revenue  and  taxes,  or  upon  loans  of  payment  into  the 
exchequer :  that,  after  another  day  to  be  appointed,  no 
clipped  money  of  any  sort  should  pass  in  any  payment 
whatsoever :  and  that  a  third  day  should  be  fixed  for  all 
persons  to  bring  in  their  clipped  money  to  be  recoined, 
after  which  they  should  have  no  allowance  upon  what  they 
might  offer.  They  addressed  the  king  to  issue  a  procla- 
mation agreeable  to  these  resolutions ;  and  on  the  nine- 
teenth day  of  December  it  was  published  accordingly. 
Such  were  the  fears  of  the  people,  augmented  and  in- 
flamed by  the  enemies  of  the  government,  that  all  pay- 
ment immediately  ceased,  and  a  face  of  distraction  ap- 
peared through  the  whole  community.  The  adversaries 
of  the  bill  seized  this  opportunity  to  aggravate  the  appre- 
hensions of  the  public.  They  inveighed  against  the 
ministry  as  the  authors  of  this  national  grievance ;  they 
levelled  their  satire  particularly  at  Montague;  and  it 
required  uncommon  fortitude  and  address  to  avert  the 
most  dangerous  consequences  of  popular  discontent.  The 
House  of  Commons  agreed  to  the  following  resolutions, 
that  twelve  hundred  thousand  pounds  should  be  raised 
by  a  duty  on  glass  windows,  to  make  up  the  loss  on  the 
clipped  money :  that  the  recompense  for  supplying  the 
deficiency  of  clipped  money  should  extend  to  all  silver 
coin,  though  of  a  coarser  alloy  than  the  standard  :  that 
the  collectors  and  receivers  of  his  majesty's  aids  and  reve- 
nues should  be  enjoined  to  receive  all  such  monies :  that 
a  reward  of  five  per  cent,  should  be  given  to  all  such 
persons  as  should  bring  in  either  milled  or  broad  undipped 
money,  to  be  applied  in  exchange  of  the  clipped  money 
throughout  the  kingdom :  that  a  reward  of  threepence 
per  ounce  should  be  given  to  all  persons  who  should  bring 
VOL.  I.  Q 
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CHAP,  in  wrought  plate  to  the  mint  to  be  coined :  that  persons 
.  ^'  .  might  pay  in  their  whole  next  year's  land-tax  in  clipped 
iw.  money,  at  one  convenient  time  to  be  appointed  for  that 
purpose :  that  commissioners  should  be  appointed  in  every 
county,  to  pay  and  distribute  the  milled  and  broad  un- 
dipped money,  and  the  new  coined  money  in  lieu  of  that 
which  was  diminished.  A  bill  being  prepared  agreeably 
to  these  determinations,  was  sent  up  to  the  House  of 
Lords,  who  made  some  amendments,  which  the  Commons 
rejected ;  but,  in  order  to  avoid  cavils  and  conferences, 
they  dropped  the  bill,  and  brought  in  another,  without 
the  clauses  which  the  IxM'ds  had  inserted.  They  were 
again  proposed  in  the  Upper  House,  and  overruled  by 
the  majority :  and,  on  the  twenty-first  day  of  January, 
the  bill  received  the  royal  assent,  as  did  another  bill, 
enlarging  the  time  for  purchasing  annuities,  and  con- 
tinuing the  duties  on  low  wines.  At  the  same  time,  the 
king  passed  the  bill  of  trials  for  high  treason,  and  an  act 
to  prevent  mercenary  elections.  Divers  merchants  and 
traders  petitioned  the  House  of  Commons,  that  the  losses 
ip  their  trade  and  payments,  occasioned  by  the  rise  of 
guineas,  might  be  taken  Into  consideration.  A  bill  was 
immediately  brought  in  for  taking  off  the  obligation  and 
encouragement  for  coining  guineas  for  a  certain  time ; 
and  then  the  Commons  proceeded  to  lower  the  value  of 
this  coin  ;  a  task  in  which  they  met  with  great  opposition 
from  some  members,  who  alleged  that  it  would  foment  the 
popular  disturbances.  At  length,  however,  the  majority 
agreed,  that  a  guinea  should  be  lowered  from  thirty  to 
eight-and-twenty  shillings,  and  afterwards  to  six-and- 
twenty :  at  length  a  clause  was  inserted  in  the  bill  for 
encouraging  people  to  bring  plate  to  the  mint,  settling 
the  price  of  a  guinea  at  two-and-twenty  shillings,  and  it 
naturally  siunk  to  its  original  value  of  twenty  shillings 
and  sixpence.  Many  persons,  however,  supposing  that 
the  price  of  gold  would  be  raised  the  next  session,  hoarded 
up  their  guineas ;,  and,  upon  the  same  supposition,  encou- 
raged by  the  malecontents,  the  new  coined  silver  money 
was  reserved  to  the  great  detriment  of  commerce.  The 
king  ordered  mints  to  be  erected  in  York,  Bristol,  Exeter, 
aod  Chester,  for  the  purpose  of  the  recoinage,  which  was 
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executed  with  unexpected  success ;  so  that  in  less  than    chap. 
a  year,  the  currency  of  England,  which  had  been  the  .     3'     . 
worst,  became  the  best  coin  in  Europe.  i^^®- 

At  this  period  the  attention  of  the  Commons  was  The  Com- 
diverted  to  an  object  of  a  more  private  nature.     The  JJ.^"'  *^" 
Earl  of  Portland,  who  enjoyed  the  greatest  share  of  the  king,  to  re- 
king's  favour,  had  obtained  a  grant  of  some  lordships  in  he^al"^* 
Derbyshire.     While  the   warrant   was   depending,  the  made  to  the 
gentlemen  of  that  county  resolved  to  oppose  it  with  all  PortUnd. 
their  power.     In  consequence  of  a  petition,  they  were  in- 
dulged with  a  hearing  by  the  lords  of  the  treasury.     Sir 
William  Williams,  in  the  name  of  the  rest,  alleged,  that 
the  lordships  in  question  were  the  ancient  demesnes  of 
the  Prince  of  Wales,  absolutely  unalienable ;  that  the 
revenues  of  those  lordships  supported  the  government  of 
Wales,  in  paying  the  judges'  and  other  salaries  :  that  the 
grant  was  of  too  large  an  extent  for  any  foreign  subject ; 
and  that  the  people  of  the  county  were  too  great  to  be 
subject  to  any  foreigner.     Sundry  other  substantial  rea- 
sons were  used  against  the  grant,  which,  notwithstanding 
all  their  remonstrances,  would  have  passed  through  the 
offices,  had  not  the  Welsh  gentlemen  addressed  them- 
selves by  petition  to  the  House  of  Commons.     Upon  this 
occasion,  ]\Ir.  Price,  a  member  of  the  House,  harangued 
with  great  severity  against  the  Dutch  in  general,  and  did 
not  even  abstain  from  sarcasms  upon  the  king's  person, 
title,  and  government.     The  objections  started  by  the 
petitioners  being  duly  considered,  were  found  so  reason- 
able, that  the  Commons  presented  an  address  to  the  king, 
representing  that  those  manors  had  been  usually  annexed 
to  the  principality  of  Wales,  and  settled  on  the  princes 
of  Wales  for  their  support :  that  many  persons  in  those 
parts  held  their  estates  by  royal  tenure,  under  great  and 
valuable  compositions,  rents,  royal  payments,  and  services 
to  the  crown  and  princes  of  Wales ;  and  enjoyed  great 
privileges  and  advantages  under   such   tenure.     They, 
therefore,  besought  his  majesty  to  recall  the  grant,  which 
was  in  diminution  of  the  honour  and  interest  of  the  crown, 
and  prayed  that  the  said  manors  and  lands  might  not  be 
alienated  without  the  consent  of  Parliament.     This  ad- 
dress met  with  a  cold  reception  from  the  king,  who  pro- 
mised to  recall  the  grant  which  had  given  such  offence 

q2 
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CHAP,    to  the  Commons;  and  said  he  would  find  some  other 

^'      way  of  showing  his  favour  to  the  Earl  of  Portland. 
1695.         The  people  in  ffeneral  entertained  a  national  aversion 

Another  ^ 

against  the  to  this  uoblemau  :  the  malecontents  inculcated  a  notion 
new  Scot-  f^^^  y^Q  made  use  of  his  interest  and  intelligence  to  injure 

tish  com-  _  /» 

pany.  the  trade  of  England,  that  the  commerce  of  his  own 
country  might  flourish  without  competition.  To  his  sug- 
gestions they  imputed  the  act  and  patent  in  favour  of 
the  Scottish  company,  which  was  supposed  to  have  been 
thrown  in  as  a  bone  of  contention  between  the  two  king- 
doms. The  subject  was  first  started  in  the  House  of 
Lords,  who  invited  the  Commons  to  a  conference :  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  examine  into  the  particulars 
of  the  act  for  erecting  the  Scottish  company ;  and  the 
two  Houses  presented  a  joint  address  against  it,  as  a 
scheme  that  would  prejudice  all  the  subjects  concerned 
in  the  wealth  and  trade  of  the  English  nation.  They 
represented,  that,  in  consequence  of  the  exemption  from 
taxes,  and  other  advantages  granted  to  the  Scottish  com- 
pany, that  kingdom  would  become  a  free  port  for  all  East 
and  West  India  commodities :  that  the  Scots  would  be 
enabled  to  supply  all  Europe  at  a  cheaper  rate  than  the 
English  could  afford  to  sell  their  merchandize  for ;  there- 
fore, England  would  lose  the  benefit  of  its  foreign  trade : 
besides,  they  observed  that  the  Scots  would  smuggle  their 
commodities  into  England,  to  the  great  detriment  of  his 
majesty  and  his  customs.  To  this  remonstrance  the  king 
replied,  that  he  had  been  ill  served  in  Scotland ;  but 
that  he  hoped  some  remedies  would  be  found  to  prevent 
the  inconveniences  of  which  they  were  apprehensive.  In 
all  probability  he  had  been  imposed  upon  by  the  ministry 
of  that  kingdom ;  for,  in  a  little  time,  he  discarded  the 
Marquis  of  Tweeddale,  and  dismissed  both  the  Scottish 
secretaries  of  state,  in  lieu  of  whom  he  appointed  Lord 
Murray,  son  to  the  Marquis  of  Athol.  Notwithstanding 
the  king's  answer,  the  committee  proceeded  on  the  in- 
quiry, and  in  consequence  of  their  report,  confirming  a 
petition  from  the  East  India  Company,  the  House  re- 
solved, that  the  directors  of  the  Scottish  company  were 
guilty  of  a  high  crime  and  misdemeanour,  in  administer- 
ing and  taking  an  oath  de  fideli  in  this  kingdom ;  and 
that  they  should  be  impeached  for  the  same.     Mean- 
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While,  Roderick  Mackenzie,  from  whom  they  had  re-    chap. 
ceived  their  chief  information,  began  to  retract  his  evi-  v     ^'     , 
dence,  and  was  ordered  into  custody ;  but  he  made  his     ^^^^* 
escape  and  could  not  be  retaken,  although  the  king,  at 
their  request,  issued  a  proclamation  for  that  purpose. 
The  Scots  were  extremely  incensed  against  the  king, 
when  they  understood  he  had  disowned  their  company, 
from  which  they  had  promised  themselves  such  wealth 
and  advantage.     The  settlement  of  Darien  was  already 
planned,  and  afterwards  put  in  execution,  though  it  mis- 
carried in  the  sequel,  and  had  like  to  have  produced 
abundance  of  mischief. 

The  complaints  of  the  English  merchants  who  had  intrigues 
suffered  by  the  war  were  so  loud  at  this  juncture,  that  jacobites. 
the  Commons  resolved  to  take  their  case  into  considera- 
tion. The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  to  con- 
sider the  state  of  the  nation  with  regard  to  commerce, 
and  having  duly  weighed  all  circumstances,  agreed  to  the 
following  resolutions  :  that  a  council  of  trade  should  be 
established  by  act  of  Parliament,  with  powers  to  take 
measures  for  the  more  effectual  preservation  of  com- 
merce: that  the  commissioners  should  be  nominated 
by  Parliament,  but  none  of  them  have  seats  in  the  House : 
that  they  should  take  an  oath  acknowledging  the  title  of 
King  William  as  rightful  and  lawful ;  and  abjuring  the 
pretensions  of  James,  or  any  other  person.  The  king 
considered  these  resolutions  as  an  open  attack  upon  his 
prerogative,  and  signified  his  displeasure  to  the  Earl  of 
Sunderland,  who  patronized  this  measure :  but  it  was  so 
popular  in  the  House,  that  in  all  probability  it  would 
have  been  put  in  execution,  had  not  the  attention  of  the 
Commons  been  diverted  from  it  at  this  period  by  the  de- 
tection of  a  new  conspiracy.  The  friends  of  King  James 
had,  upon  the  death  of  Queen  Mary,  renewed  their  prac- 
tices for  effecting  a  restoration  of  that  monarch,  on  the 
supposition  that  the  interest  of  William  was  considerably 
weakened  by  the  decease  of  his  consort.  Certain  indi- 
viduals, whose  zeal  for  James  overshot  their  discretion, 
formed  a  design  to  seize  the  person  of  King  William, 
and  convey  him  to  France,  or  put  him  to  death  in  case 
of  resistance.  They  had  sent  emissaries  to  the  court 
of  St.  Germain's,  to  demand  a  commission  for  this  pur- 
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CHAP,  pose,  which  was  refused.  The  Earl  of  Aylesbury,  Lord 
,  ^'  ,  Montgomery,  son  to  the  Marquis  of  Powis,  Sir  John 
1695.  Fen  wick.  Sir  John  Friend,  Captain  Charnock,  Captain 
Porter,  and  one  Mr.  Goodman,  were  the  first  contrivers 
of  this  project.  Charnock  was  detached  with  a  proposal  to 
James,  that  he  should  procure  a  body  of  horse  and  foot 
from  France,  to  make  a  descent  in  England,  and  they 
would  engage  not  only  to  join  him  at  his  landing,  but  even 
to  replace  him  on  the  throne  of  England.  These  offers 
being  declined  by  James,  on  pretence  that  the  French  king 
could  not  spare  such  a  number  of  troops  at  that  juncture, 
the  Earl  of  Aylesbury  went  over  in  person,  and  was  admit- 
ted to  a  conference  with  Louis,  in  which  the  scheme  of 
an  invasion  was  actually  concerted.  In  the  beginning  of 
February,  the  Duke  of  Berwick  repaired  privately  to  Eng- 
land, where  he  conferred  with  the  conspirators,  assured 
them  that  King  James  was  ready  to  make  a  descent 
with  a  considerable  number  of  French  forces,  distributed 
commifisiions,  and  gave  directions  for  providing  men, 
arms,  8?nd  horses,  to  join  him  at  his  arrival.  When  he 
returned  to  France,  he  found  every  thing  prepared  for 
the  expedition.  The  troops  were  drawn  down  to  the 
sea-side :  a  great  number  of  transports  were  assembled 
at  Dunkirk  :  Monsieur  Gabaret  bad  advanced  as  far  as 
Calais  with  a  squadron  of  ships,  which,  when  joined  by 
that  of  Du  Bart  at  Dunkirk,  was  judged  a  sufiieient  con- 
voy ;  aud  James  had  come  as  far  as  Calais  in  his  way  to 
embark.  Meanwhile,  the  Jacobites  in  England  were 
assiduously  employed  in  making  preparations  for  a  revolt* 
Sir  John  Friend  had  very  nearly  completed  a  regiment 
of  horse.  Considerable  progress  was  made  in  levying 
another  by  Sir  William  Perkins.  Sir  John  Fenwick 
had  enlisted  four  troops.  Colonel  Tempest  had  under- 
taken for  one  regiment  of  dragoons:  Colonel  Parker 
was  preferred  to  the  command  of  another : .  Mr.  Curzon 
was  commissioned  for  a  tliird  ;  and  the  malecontents  in- 
tended to  raise  a  fourth  in  Suffolk,  where  their  interest 
chiefly  prevailed. 
Conspiracy  While  ouo  part  of  the  Jacobites  proceeded  against 
ufe^of  Wif-  WiU^fi''^  1^  ^he  usual  way  of  exciting  an  insurrection, 
iiam.  another,  consisting  of  the  most  desperate  conspirators, 
had  formed  a  scheme  of  assassination.  Sir  George  Barclay, 
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a  native  of  Scotland,  who  had  served  as  an  officer  in  the 
army  of  James,  a  man  of  undaunted  courage,  a  furious 
bigot  in  the  religion  of  Rome,  yet  close,  circumspect,  and  **^' 
determined,  was  landed,  with  other  officers,  in  Romney-^ 
marsh,  by  one  Captain  Gill,  about  the  beginning  of 
January,  and  is  said  to  have  undertaken  the  task  of 
seizing  or  assassinating  King  William.  He  imparted 
his  design  to  Harrison,  alias  Johnston,  a  priest,  Chamock^ 
Porter,  and  Sir  William  Perkins,  by*whom  it  was  ap* 
proved ;  and  he  pretended  to  have  a  particular  com-* 
mission  for  this  service*  After  various  consultations, 
they  resolved  to  attack  the  king  on  his  return  from 
Richmond,  where  he  commonly  hunted  on  Saturdays ; 
and  the  scene  of  their  intended  ambuscade  was  a  lane 
between  Brentford  and  Tumbam-green.  As  it  would 
be  necessary  to  charge  and  disperse  the  guards  that  at- 
tended the  coach,  they  agreed  that  their  number  should 
be  increased  to  forty  horsemen,  and  each  conspirator 
began  to  engage  proper  persons  for  the  enterprise.  When 
their  complement  was  full,  they  determined  to  execute 
their  purpose  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  February.  They 
concerted  the  manner  in  which  they  should  meet  in 
small  parties  without  suspicion,  and  waited  with  im* 
patience  for  the  hour  of  action.  In  this  interval,  some 
of  the  underling  actors,  seized  vnth  horror  at  the  reflec- 
tion of  what  they  had  undertaken,  or  captivated  with  the 
prospect  of  reward,  resolved  to  prevent  the  execution  of 
the  design  by  a  timely  discovery.  On  the  eleventh  day 
of  February,  one  Fisher  informed  the  Earl  of  Portland 
of  the  scheme,  and  named  some  of  the  conspirators; 
but  his  account  was  imperfect.  On  the  thirteenth,  how- 
ever, he  returned  with  a  circumstantial  detail  of  all  the 
particulars.  Next  day  the  earl  was  accosted  by  one 
Pendergrass,  an  Irish  officer,  who  told  his  lordship  he 
had  just  come  from  Hampshire,  at  the  requfest  of  a  par^ 
ticular  friend,  and  understood  that  he  had  been  called 
up  to  town  with  a  view  of  engaging  him  in  a  design 
to  assassinate  King  William.  He  said  he  had  promised 
to  embark  in  the  undertaking,  though  he  detested  it  in 
his  own  mind,  and  took  this  first  opportunity  of  reveal- 
ing the  secret,  which  was  of  such  consequence  to  his 
majesty's  life.     He  owned  himself  a  Roman  Catholic, 
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but  declared,  that  he  did  not  think  any  religion  could 
justify  such  a  treacherous  purpose.  At  the  same  time  he 
1695.  observed,  that  as  he  lay  under  obligations  to  some  of  the 
conspirators,  his  honour  and  gratitude  would  not  permit 
him  to  accuse  them  by  name ;  and  that  he  would  upon 
no  consideration  appear  as  an  evidence.  The  king  had 
been  so  much  used  to  fictitious  plots  and  false  discoveries, 
that  he  paid  little  regard  to  these  informations,  until 
they  were  confirmed  by  the  testimony  of  another  con- 
spirator called  La  Rue,  a  Frenchman,  who  communicated 
the  same  particulars  to  Brigadier  Levison,  without  know- 
ing the  least  circumstance  of  the  other  discoveries.  Then 
the  king  believed  there  was  something  real  in  the  con- 
spiracy; and  Pendergrass  and  La  Rue  were  severally 
examined  in  his  presence.  He  thanked  Pendergrass  in 
particular  for  this  instance  of  his  probity ;  but  observed 
that  it  must  prove  ineffectual,  unless  he  would  discover 
the  names  of  the  conspirators;  for,  vnthout  knowing 
who  they  were,  he  should  not  be  able  to  secure  his  life 
against  their  attempts.  At  length  Pendergrass  was 
prevailed  upon  to  give  a  list  of  those  he  knew,  yet  not 
before  the  king  had  solemnly  promised  that  he  should 
not  be  used  as  an  evidence  against  them,  except  with 
his  own  consent.  As  the  king  did  not  go  to  Richmond 
on  the  day  appointed,  the  conspirators  postponed  the 
execution  of  their  design  till  the  Saturday  following. 
They  accordingly  met  at  different  houses  on  the  Friday, 
when  every  man  received  his  instructions.  There  they 
agreed,  that  after  the  perpetration  of  the  parricide,  they 
should  ride  in  a  body  as  far  as  Hammersmith,  and  then 
dispersing,  enter  London  by  different  avenues.  But 
on  the  morning,  when  they  understood  that  the  guards 
were  returned  to  their  quarters,  and  the  king's  coaches 
sent  back  to  the  Mews,  they  were  seized  with  a  sudden 
damp,  on  the  suspicion  that  their  plot  was  discovered. 
Sir  George  Barclay  withdrew  himself,  and  every  one 
began  to  think  of  providing  for  his  own  safety.  Next 
night,  however,  a  great  number  of  them  were  appre- 
hended, and  then  the  whole  discovery  was  communicated 
to  the  privy  council.  A  proclamation  was  issued  against 
those  that  absconded ;  and  great  diligence  was  used  to 
find  Sir  George  Barclay,  who  was  supposed  to  have  a 
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particular  commission  from  James  for  assassinating  the    chap. 
Prince  of  Orange ;  but  he  made  good  his  retreat,  and  it .     ^'    . 
was  never  proved  that  any  such  commission  had  been     ^^^• 
granted. 

This  design  and  the  projected  invasion  proved  equally  Design  of 
abortive.  James  had  scarce  reached  Calais,  when  the^^^J^®"* 
Duke  of  Wirtemberg  despatched  his  aid-de-camp  from 
Flanders  to  King  William,  with  an  account  of  the  pur- 
posed descent.  Expresses  with  the  same  tidings  arrived 
from  the  Elector  of  Bavaria  and  the  Prince  de  Vaude- 
mont.  Two  considerable  squadrons  being  ready  for  sea, 
Admiral  Russel  embarked  at  Spithead,  and  stood  over 
to  the  French  coast  with  about  fifty  sail  of  the  line.  The 
enemy  were  confounded  at  his  appearance,  and  hauled 
in  their  vessels  under  the  shore,  in  such  shallow  water 
that  he  could  not  follow  and  destroy  them :  but  he  ab- 
solutely ruined  their  design,  by  cooping  them  up  in  their 
harbours.  King  James,  after  having  tarried  some  weeks 
at  Calais,  returned  to  St.  Germain's.  The  forces  were 
sent  back  to  the  garrisons  from  which  they  had  been 
drafted  :  the  people  of  France  exclaimed,  that  the  malig- 
nant star  which  ruled  the  destiny  of  James  had  blasted 
this  and  every  other  project  formed  for  his  restoration. 
By  means  of  the  reward  offered  in  the  proclamation,  the 
greater  part  of  the  conspirators  were  betrayed  or  taken. 
George  Harris,  who  had  been  sent  from  France,  with 
orders  to  obey  Sir  George  Barclay,  surrendered  himself 
to  Sir  William  Trumball,  and  confessed  the  scheme  of 
assassination  in  which  he  had  been  engaged.  Porter  and 
Pendergrass  were  apprehended  together.  The  last  in- 
sisted upon  the  king's  promise,  that  he  should  not  be 
compelled  to  give  evidence ;  but  when  Porter  owned 
himself  guilty,  the  other  observed,  he  was  no  longer 
bound  to  be  silent,  as  his  friend  had  made  a  confession ; 
and  they  were  both  admitted  as  evidences  for  the  crown. 

After  their  examination,  the  king,  in  a  speech  to  both  The  two 
Houses,  communicated    the  nature  of  the  conspiracy  g^ge^n  a" 
against  his  life,  as  well  as  the  advices  he  had  received  association 
touching  the  invasion:  he  explained  the  steps  he  had  fence  of  his 
taken  to  defeat  the  double  design,  and  professed  his  con-  majesty. 
fidence  in  their  readiness  and  zeal  to  concur  with  bim  in 
every  thing  that  should  appear  necessary  for  their  com- 


234  HISTORY  OF  ENGLAND. 

CHAP,   mon  safety.     That  same  evening  the  two  Houses  waited 

: ,  upon  him  at  Kensington,  in  a  body,  with  an  affectionate 

^®^-  address,  by  which  they  expressed  their  abhorrence  of  the 
villanous  and  barbarous  design  which  had  been  formed 
against  his  sacred  person,  of  which  they  besought  him  to 
take  more  than  ordinary  care.  They  assured  him  they 
would  to  the  utmost  defend  his  life,  and  support  his 
government  against  the  late  King  James,  and  all  other 
enemies ;  and  declared  that,  in  case  his  majesty  should 
come  to  a  violent  death,  they  would  revenge  it  upon  his 
adversaries  and  their  adherents.  He  was  extremely 
well  pleased  with  this  warm  address,  and  assured  them, 
in  his  turn,  he  would  take  all  opportunities  of  recom- 
mending himself  to  the  continuance  of  their  loyalty  and 
affection.  The  Commons  forthwith  empowered  him,  by 
bill,  to  secure  all  persons  suspected  of  conspiring  against 
his  person  and  government.  They  brought  in  another, 
providing  that,  in  case  of  his  majesty's  death,  the  Parlia- 
ment then  in  being  should  continue  until  dissolved  by 
the  next  heir  in  succession  to  the  crown,  established  by 
act  of  Parliament :  that  if  his  majesty  should  chance  to 
die  between  two  Parliaments,  that  which  had  been  last 
dissolved  should  immediately  reassemble,  and  sit  for  the 
despatch  of  national  affairs.  They  voted  an  address,  to 
desire  that  his  majesty  would  banish,  by  proclamation, 
all  Papists  to  the  distance  of  ten  miles  from  the  cities  of 
London  and  Westminster ;  and  give  instructions  to  the 
judges  going  on  the  circuits,  to  put  the  laws  in  execu- 
tion against  Roman  Catholics  and  nonjurors.  They  drew 
up  an  association,  binding  themselves  to  assist  each  oth^ 
in  support  of  the  king  and  his  government,  and  to  revenge 
any  violence  that  should  be  committed  on  his  person. 
This  was  signed  by  all  the  members  then  present ;  but^ 
as  some  had  absented  themselves  on  frivolous  pretences, 
the  House  ordered,  that  in  sixteen  days  the  absentees 
should  either  subscribe  or  declare  their  refusal.  Several 
members  neglecting  to  comply  with  this  injunction  within 
the  limited  time,  the  speaker  was  ordered  to  write  to 
those  who  were  in  the  country,  and  demand  a  peremp- 
tory answer ;  and  the  clerk  of  the  House  attended  such 
as  pretended  to  be  ill  in  town.  The  absentees,  finding 
themselves  pressed  in  this  manner,  thought  proper  to  sail 
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with  the  stream,  and  sign  the  association,  which  was  pre-    chap. 
sented  to  the  king  by  the  Commons  in  a  body,  A¥ith  a  .     ^'    . 
request  that  it  might  be  lodged  among  the  records  in     ^^^^ 
the  Tower,  as  a  perpetual  memorial  of  their  loyalty  and 
affection.   The  king  received  them  with  uncommon  com- 
placency;  declared  that  he  heartily  entered  into  the 
same  association ;  that  he  should  be  always  ready  to 
venture  his  life  with  his  good  subjects,  against  all  who 
should  endeavour  to  subvert  the  religion,  laws,  and  liber- 
ties of  England ;  and  he  promised  that  this,  and  all  other 
associations,  should  be  lodged  among  the  records  in  the 
Tower  of  London.     Next  day  the  Commons  resolved, 
that  whoever  should  affirm  an  association  was  illegal, 
should  be  deemed  a  promoter  of  the  designs  of  the  late 
King  James,  and  an  enemy  to  the  laws  and  liberties  of 
the  kingdom.     The  Lords  followed  the  example  of  the 
Lower  House  in  drawing  up  an  association ;  but  the  Earl 
of  Nottingham,  Sir  Edward  Seymour,  and  Mr.  Finch, 
objected  to  the  words  rightful  and  lawful,  as  applied  to 
his  majesty.     They  said,  as  the  crown  and  his  preroga- 
tives were  vested  in  him,  they  would  yield  obedience, 
though  they  could  not  acknowledge  him  as  their  rightful 
and  lawful  king.     Nothing  could  be  more  absurd  than 
this  distinction,  started  by  men  who  had  actually  consti- 
tuted part  of  the  administration  ;  unless  they  supposed 
that  the  right  of  King  William  expired  with  Queen 
Mary.     The  Earl  of  Rochester  proposed  an  expedient 
in  fevour  of  such  tender  consciences,  by  altering  the 
words  that  gave  offence ;  and  this  was  adopted  accord- 
ingly.   Fifteen  of  the  peers,  and  ninety-two  commoners, 
signed  the  association  with  reluctance.  It  was,  however, 
subscribed  by  all  sorts  of  people  in  different  parts  of  the 
kingdom ;  and  the  bishops  drew  up  a  form  for  the  clergy, 
which  was  signed  by  a  great  majority.     The  Commons  Burnet, 
brought  in  a  bill  declaring  all  men  incapable  of  public  Boj^rr^"' 
trust,  or  of  sitting  in  Parliament,  who  would  not  engage  Tindai. 
in  this  association.   At  the  same  time,  the  council  issued  LWesofthe 
an  order  for  renewing  all  the  commissions  in  England,  Admirals. 
that  those  who  had  not  signed  it  voluntarily  should  be 
dismissed  from  the  service  as  disaffected  persons. 

After  these  warm  demonstrations  of  loyalty,  the  Com-  EstabUsh- 
mons  proceeded  upon  ways  and  means  for  raising  the  |Jn5-bwik 
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CHAP,   supplies.     A  new  bank  was  constituted  as  a  fund,  upon 
^'     .  which  the  sum  of  two  millions  five  hundred  and  sixty- 
1695.     four  thousand  pounds  should  be  raised ;  and  it  was  called 
the  land-bank,  because  established  on  land  securities. 
An.  1696.   Tliis  scheme,  said  to  have  been  projected  by  the  famous 
Dr.  Chamberlain,  was  patronized  by  the  Earl  of  Sunder- 
land, and  managed  by  Foley  and  Harley;  so  that  it 
seemed  to  be  a  tory  plan,  which  Sunderland  supported, 
in  order  to  reconcile  himself  to  that  party  ^     The  bank 
of  England  petitioned  against  this  bill,  and  were  heard 
by  their  counsel ;  but  their  representations  produced  no 
effect,  and  the  bill  having  passed  through  both  Houses, 
received  the  royal  assent.     On  the  twenty-seventh  day 
of  April  the  king  closed  the  session  with  a  short  but 
gracious  speech ;  and  the  Parliament  was  prorogued  to 
the  sixteenth  day  of  June. 
Trial  of  the      Boforc  this  period  some  of  the  conspirators  had  been 
coMpira-    |jj.Q^g]j^  ^Q  ^j.jg^l      rpijg  g^g^  ^YiQ  Suffered  was  Robert 

Charnock,  one  of  the  two  fellows  of  Magdalen-college, 
who,  in  the  reign  of  James,  had  renounced  the  Protest- 

<^  The  Commons  resolved,  that  a  fond,  redeemable  by  Parliament,  be  settled  in 
a  national  land-bank,  to  be  raised  by  new  subscriptions ;  that  no  persons  be  con- 
cerned in  both  banks  at  the  same  time  ;  that  the  duties  upon  coal,  culm,  and  ton- 
nage of  ships  be  taken  off,  from  the  seventeenth  day  of  March  ;  that  the  sum  of  two 
millions  five  hundred  and  sixty-four  thousand  pounds  be  raised  on  this  perpetual 
fund,  redeemable  by  Parliament ;  that  the  new  bank  should  be  restrained  from 
lending  money  but  upon  land  securities,  or  to  the  government  in  the  exchequer  ; 
that  for  making  up  the  fund  of  interest  for  the  capital  stock,  certain  duties  upon 
glass-wares,  stone,  and  earthen  bottles,  granted  before  to  the  king  for  a  term  of 
years,  be  continued  to  his  majesty,  his  heirs  and  successors  ;  that  a  further  duty 
be  laid  upon  stone,  and  earthenware,  and  another  upon  tobacco-pipes.  This  bank 
was  to  lend  out  five  hundred  thousand  pounds  a  year  upon  land  securities,  at  three 
pounds  ten  shillings  per  cent,  per  annum,  and  to  cease  and  determine,  unless  the 
subscription  should  be  full,  by  the  first  day  of  August  next  ensuing. 

The  most  remarkable  laws  enacted  in  this  session  were  these :  an  act  for  voiding 
all  the  elections  of  Parliament-men,  at  which  the  elected  had  been  at  any  expense 
in  meat,  drink,  or  money,  to  procure  votes.  Another  against  unlawful  and  double 
returns.  A  third,  for  the  more  easy  recovery  of  small  tithes.  A  fourth,  to  pre- 
vent marriages,  without  licence  or  banns.  A  fifth,  for  enabling  the  inhabitants  of 
Wales  to  dispose  of  all  their  personal  estates  as  they  should  think  fit :  this  law  was 
in  bar  of  a  custom  that  had  prevailed  in  that  country  :  the  widows  and  younger 
children  claimed  a  share  of  the  effects,  called  the  reasonable  part,  although  the 
effects  had  otherwise  been  disposed  of  by  will  or  deed.  The  Parliament  likewise 
passed  an  act  for  preventing  the  exportation  of  wool,  and  encouraging  the  importa- 
tion thereof  from  Ireland.  An  act  for  encouraging  the  linen  manufactures  of  Ire- 
land. An  act  for  regulating  juries.  An  act  for  encouraging  the  Greenland  trade. 
An  act  of  indulgence  to  the  quakers,  that  their  solemn  affirmation  should  be  ac- 
cepted instead  of  an  oath.  And  an  act  for  continuing  certain  other  acts  that  were 
near  expiring.  Another  bill  had  passed  for  the  better  regulating  elections  for 
members  of  Parliament ;  but  the  royal  assent  was  denied.  The  question  was  put 
in  the  Hou/se  of  Commons,  that  whosoever  advised  his  majesty  notto  give  his  assent 
to  that  bill  was  an  enemy  to  his  country  ;  but  it  was  rejected  by  a  great  majonty. 
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ant  religion :  the  next  were  Lieutenant  King  and  Tho-  chap. 
mas  Keys,  which  last  had  been  formerly  a  trumpeter,  i  ^'  . 
but  of  late  servant  to  Captain  Porter.  They  were  found  ^®®^' 
guilty  of  high  treason,  and  executed  at  Tyburn.  They 
delivered  papers  to  the  sheriff,  in  which  they  solemnly 
declared,  that  they  had  never  seen  or  heard  of  any  com- 
mission from  King  James  for  assassinating  the  Prince  of 
Orange :  Charnock,  in  particular,  observed,  that  he  had 
received  frequent  assurances  of  the  king's  having  rejected 
such  proposals  when  they  had  been  offered ;  and  that 
there  was  no  other  commission  but  that  for  levying  war 
in  the  usual  form.  Sir  John  Friend  and  Sir  William 
Perkins  were  tried  in  April.  The  first,  from  mean  be- 
ginnings, had  acquired  great  wealth  and  credit,  and  always 
firmly  adhered  to  the  interest  of  King  James.  The 
other  was  likewise  a  man  of  fortune,  violently  attached 
to  the  same  principles,  though  he  had  taken  the  oaths 
to  the  present  government,  as  one  of  the  six  clerks  in 
Chancery.  Porter,  and  Blair,  another  evidence,  deposed 
that  Sir  John  Friend  had  been  concerned  in  levying  men 
under  a  commission  from  King  James ;  and  that  he 
knew  of  the  assassination  plot,  though  not  engaged  in  it 
as  a  personal  actor.  He  endeavoured  to  invalidate  the 
testimony  of  Blair,  by  proving  him  guilty  of  the  most 
shocking  ingratitude.  He  observed,  that  both  the  evi- 
dences were  reputed  Papists.  The  curate  of  Hackney, 
who  officiated  as  chaplain  in  the  prisoner's  house,  declared 
upon  oath,  that  after  the  Revolution,  he  used  to  pray  for 
King  William,  and  that  he  had  often  heard  Sir  John 
Friend  say,  that  though  he  could  not  comply  with  the 
present  government,  he  would  live  peaceably  under  it, 
and  never  engage  in  any  conspiracy.  Mr.  Hoadly,  father 
of  the  present  Bishop  of  Winchester,  added,  that  the 
prisoner  was  a  good  Protestant,  and  frequently  expressed 
his  detestation  of  king-killing  principles.  Friend  him- 
self owned  he  had  been  with  some  of  the  conspirators  at 
a  meeting  in  Leadenhall-street,  but  heard  nothing  of 
raising  men,  or  any  design  against  the  government.  He 
likewise  affirmed,  that  a  consultation  to  levy  war  was  not 
treason;  and  that  his  being  at  a  treasonable  consult 
could  amount  to  no  more  than  a  misprision  of  treason. 
Lord  Chief  Justice  Holt  declared,  that  although  a  bare 
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CHAP,  conspiracy,  or  design  to  levy  war,  was  not  treason  within 
.  ^'  ,  the  statute  of  Edward  III.,  yet  if  the  design  or  conspi- 
1696.  racy  be  to  kill,  or  depose,  or  imprison  the  king,  by  the 
means  of  levying  war,  then  the  consultation  and  conspi- 
racy to  levy  war  becomes  high  treason,  though  no  war 
be  actually  levied.  The  same  inference  might  have  been 
drawn  against  the  authors  and  instruments  of  the  Revo- 
lution. The  judge's  explanation  influenced  the  jury, 
who,  after  some  deliberation,  found  the  prisoner  guilty. 
Next  day  Sir  William  Perkins  was  brought  to  the  bar, 
and  upon  the  testimony  of  Porter,  Ewebank,  his  own 
groom,  and  Haywood,  a  notorious  informer,  was  convicted 
of  having  been  concerned  not  only  in  the  invasion,  but 
also  in  the  design  against  the  king's  life.  The  evidence 
was  scanty,  and  the  prisoner,  having  been  bred  to  the 
law,  made  an  artful  and  vigorous  defence :  but  the  judge 
acted  as  counsel  for  the  crown ;  and  the  jury  decided  by 
the  hints  they  received  from  the  bench.  He  and  Sir 
John  Friend  underwent  the  sentence  of  death,  and  suf- 
fered at  Tyburn  on  the  third  day  of  April.  Friend  pro- 
tested before  God,  that  he  knew  of  no  immediate  descent 
purposed  by  King  James,  and  therefore  had  made  no 
preparations :  that  he  was  utterly  ignorant  of  the  assas- 
sination scheme :  that  he  died  in  the  communion  of  the 
church  of  England,  and  laid  down  his  life  cheerfully  in 
the  cause  for  which  he  suffered.  Perkins  declared,  upon 
the  word  of  a  dying  man,  that  the  tenor  of  the  king's 
commission,  which  he  saw,  was  general,  directed  to  all 
his  loving  subjects,  to  raise  and  levy  war  against  the 
Prince  of  Orange  and  his  adherents,  and  to  seize  all  forts, 
castles,  &c.,  but  that  he  neither  saw  nor  heard  of  any 
commission  particularly  levelled  against  the  person  of 
the  Prince  of  Orange.  He  owned,  however,  that  he  was 
privy  to  the  design ;  but  believed  it  was  known  to  few 
or  none  but  the  immediate  undertakers.  These  two  cri- 
minals were  in  their  last  moments  attended  by  Collier, 
Snatt,  and  Cook,  three  nonjuring  clergymen,  who  ab- 
solved them  in  the  view  of  the  populace  with  an  imposi- 
tion of  hands  ;  a  public  insult  on  the  government,  which 
did  not  pass  unnoticed.  Those  three  clergymen  were 
presented  by  the  grand  jury,  for  having  countenanced  the 
treason  by  absolving  the  traitors,  and  thereby  encouraged 
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otber  persons  to  disturb  the  peace  of  the  kingdom.  An 
indictment  being  preferred  against  them,  Cook  and  Snatt 
were  committed  to  Newgate ;  but  Collier  absconded,  and  iw. 
published  a  vindication  of  their  conduct,  in  which  he 
affirmed,  that  the  imposition  of  hands  was  the  general 
practice  of  the  primitive  church.  On  this  other  hand, 
the  two  metropolitans  and  twelve  other  bishops  subscribed 
a  declaration,  condemning  the  administration  of  absolu- 
tion without  a  previous  confession  made,  and  abhorrence 
expressed,  by  the  prisoners  of  the  heinous  crimes  for 
which  they  suffered. 

In  the  course  of  the  same  month,  Rookwood,  Cran- 
bome,  and  Lowick,  were  tried  as  conspirators,  by  a  spe- 
cial commission,  in  the  King's  Bench ;  and  convicted  on 
the  joint  testimony  of  Porter,  Harris,  La  Rue,  Bertram, 
Fisher,  and  Pendergrass.  Some  fiivourable  circumstances 
appeared  in  the  case  of  Lowick.  The  proof  of  his  having 
been  concerned  in  the  design  against  the  king's  life  was 
very  defective ;  many  persons  of  reputation  declared  he 
was  an  honest,  good-natured,  inoffensive  man ;  and  he 
himself  concluded  his  defence  with  the  most  solemn  pro- 
testation of  his  own  innocence.  Great  intercession  was 
made  for  his  pardon  by  some  noblemen ;  but  all  their 
interest  proved  ineffectual.  Cranbome  died  in  a  trans- 
port of  indignation,  leaving  a  paper,  which  the  govern- 
ment thought  proper  to  suppress.  Lowick  and  Rook- 
wood likewise  delivered  declarations  to  the  sheriff,  the 
contents  of  which,  as  being  less  inflammatory,  were  al- 
lowed to  be  published.  Both  solemnly  denied  any 
knowledge  of  a  commission  from  King  James  to  assassi- 
nate the  Prince  of  Orange ;  the  one  affirming,  that  he 
was  incapable  of  granting  such  an  order ;  and  the  other 
asserting,  that  he,  the  best  of  kings,  had  often  rejected 
proposals  of  that  nature.  Lowick  owned  that  he  would 
have  joined  the  king  at  his  landing;  but  declared, 
he  had  never  been  concerned  in  any  bloody  affair  during 
the  whole  course  of  his  life.  On  the  contrary,  he  said 
he  had  endeavoured  to  prevent  bloodshed  as  much  as 
lay  in  his  power ;  and  that  he  would  not  kill  the  most 
miserable  creature  in  the  world,  even  though  such  an 
act  would  save  his  life,  restore  his  sovereign,  and  make 
him  one  of  the  greatest  m^Q  in  England.     Rookwood 
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CHAP,   alleged,  lie  was  engaged  by  his  immediate  commander, 

,  whom  he  thought  it  was  his  duty  to  obey,  though  the 

1696.  service  was  much  against  his  judgment  and  inclination. 
He  professed  his  abhorrence  of  treachery  even  to  an 
enemy.  He  forgave  all  mankind,  even  the  Prince  of 
Orange,  who  as  a  soldier,  he  said,  ought  to  have  con- 
sidered his  case  before  he  signed  his  death-warrant :  he 
prayed  God  would  open  his  eyes,  and  render  him  sensi- 
ble of  the  blood  that  was  from  all  parts  crying  against 
him,  so  that  he  might  avert  a  heavier  execution  than 
that  which  he  now  ordered  to  be  inflicted.  The  next 
person  brought  to  trial  was  Mr.  Cooke,  son  of  Sir  Miles 
Cooke,  one  of  the  six  clerks  in  Chancery.  Porter  and 
Goodman  deposed,  that  he  had  been  present  at  two 
meetings  at  the  King's-head  tavern  in  Leadenhall-street, 
with  the  Lords  Aylesbury  and  Montgomery,  Sir  William 
Perkins,  Sir  John  Fenwick,  Sir  John  Friend,  Charnock, 
and  Porter.  The  evidence  of  Goodman  was  invalidated 
by  the  testimony  of  the  landlord  and  two  drawers  be- 
longing to  the  tavern,  who  swore  that  Goodman  was  not 
there  while  the  noblemen  were  present.  The  prisoner 
himself  solemnly  protested,  that  he  was  ever  averse  to 
the  introduction  of  foreign  forces ;  that  he  did  not  so 
much  as  hear  of  the  intended  invasion,  until  it  became 
the  common  topic  of  conversation ;  and  that  he  had 
never  seen  Goodman  at  the  King's-head.  He  declared 
his  intention  of  receiving  the  blessed  sacrament,  and 
wished  he  might  perish  in  the  instant,  if  he  now  spoke 
untruth.  No  respect  was  paid  to  these  asseverations. 
The  Solicitor-General  Hawles,  and  Lord  Chief  Justice 
Treby,  treated  him  vrith  great  severity  in  the  prosecu- 
tion and  charge  to  the  jury,  by  whom  he  was  capitally 
convicted.  After  his  condemnation,  the  court-agents 
tampered  with  him  to  make  further  discoveries:  and 
after  his  fate  had  been  protracted  by  divers  short  re- 
prieves, he  was  sent  into  banishment.  From  the  whole 
tenor  of  these  discoveries  and  proceedings,  it  appears 
that  James  had  actually  meditated  an  invasion ;  that  his 
partisans  in  England  had  made  preparations  for  joining 
him  on  his  arrival ;  that  a  few  desperadoes  of  that  fac- 
tion had  concerted  a  scheme  against  the  life  of  King 
William  ;  that  in  prosecuting  the  conspirators,  the  court 
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Lad  countenanced  informers ;  that  the  judges  had  strained    chap. 

the  law,  wrested  circumstances,  and  even  deviated  from  s ^ 

the  function  of  their  office,  to  convict  the  prisoners :  in     i®^- 
a  word,  that  the  administration  had  used  the  same  arbi- 
trary and  unfair  practices  against  those  unhappy  people, 
which  they  themselves  had  in  the  late  reigns  numbered 
among  the  grievances  of  the  kingdom. 

The  warmth,  however,  manifested  on  this  occasion  The  allies 
may  have  been  owing  to  national  resentment  of  the  pur-  m'^rine 
posed  invasion.  Certain  it  is,  the  two  Houses  of  Parlia-  »*  ^i^®*- 
ment,  and  the  people  in  general,  were  animated  with  ex- 
traordinary indignation  against  France  at  this  juncture. 
The  Lords  besought  his  majesty  in  a  solemn  address,  to 
appoint  a  day  of  thanksgiving  to  Almighty  God,  for 
having  defeated  the  barbarous  purpose  of  his  enemies ; 
and  this  was  observed  with  uncommon  zeal  and  devotion. 
Admiral  Russel,  leaving  a  squadron  for  observation  on 
the  French  coast,  returned  to  the  Downs;  but  Sir 
Cloudesley  Shovel,  being  properly  prepared  for  the  expe- 
dition, subjected  Calais  to  another  bombardment,  by 
which  the  town  was  set  on  fire  in  different  parts,  and  the 
inhabitants  were  overwhelmed  with  consternation.  The 
generals  of  the  allied  army  in  Flanders  resolved  to  make 
some  immediate  retaliation  upon  the  French  for  their 
unmanly  design  upon  the  life  of  King  William,  as  they 
took  it  for  granted  that  Louis  was  accessory  to  the  scheme 
of  assassination.  That  monarch,  on  the  supposition  that 
a  powerful  diversion  would  be  made  by  the  descent  on 
England,  had  established  a  vast  magazine  at  Givet,  de- 
signing, when  the  allies  should  be  enfeebled  by  the  ab- 
sence of  the  British  troops,  to  strike  some  stroke  of  im- 
portance early  in  the  campaign.  On  this  the  confederates 
now  determined  to  wreak  their  vengeance.  In  the 
beginning  of  March  the  Earl  of  Athlone  and  Monsieur 
de  Coehorn,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Duke  of  Hol- 
stein-Ploen,  who  commanded  the  allies,  sent  a  strong 
detachment  of  horse,  drafted  from  Brussels  and  the 
neighbouring  garrisons,  to  amuse  the  enemy  on  the  side 
of  Charleroy ;  while  they  assembled  forty  squadrons, 
thirty  battalions,  with  fifteen  pieces  of  cannon,  and  six 
mortars,  in  the  territory  of  Namur.  Athlone  with  part 
of  this  body  invested  Dinant,  while  Coehorn,  with  the 
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CHAP,   remainder,  adTanced  to  Givet.     He  forthwith  began  to 
.     ^'    .  batter  and  bombard  the  place,  which  in  three  hours  was 
1696.     Qn  fire,  and  by  four  in  the  afternoon  wholly  destroyed, 
with  the  great  magazine  it  contained.     Then  the  two 
generals  joining  their  forces,  returned  to  Namur  without 
interruption.      Hitherto   the   republic   of  Venice   had 
deferred,  acknowledging  King  William ;  but  now  they 
sent  an  extraordinary  embassy  for  that  purpose,  consist- 
ing of  Signiors  Soranzo   and  Venier,  who  arrived  in 
London,  and  on  the  first  day  of  May  had  a  public  audi- 
ence.    The  king,  on  this  occasion,  knighted  Soranzo  as 
the  senior  ambassador,  and  presented  him  with  the  sword 
according  to  custom.    On  that  day,  too,  William  declared 
in  council,  that  he  had  appointed  the  same  regency  which 
had  governed  the  kingdom  during  his  last  absence ;  and 
embarking  on  the  seventh  at  Margate,  arrived  at  Orange- 
Polder  in  the  evening,  under  convoy  of  Vice-Admiral 
Aylmer.     This  officer  had  been  ordered  to  attend  with 
a  squadron,  as  the  famous  Du  Bart  still  continued  at 
Dunkirk,  and  some  attempt  of  importance  was  appre- 
hended from  his  enterprising  genius  "*. 
Louis  the        The  Frcuch  had  taken  the  field  before  the  allied  army 
makes  ad-  could  be  assembled ;  but  no  transaction  of  consequence 
vancesto-  distinguished  this  campaign,  either  upon  the  Rhine  or  in 
peace^with  Flaudcrs.     The  scheme  of  Louis  was  still  defensive  on 
Holland,    ^hc  sido  of  the  Netherlands,  while  the  active  plans  of 
King  William  were  defeated  for  want  of  money.     All 
the  funds  for  this  year  proved  defective :  the  land-bank 
failed,  and  the  national-bank  sustained  a  rude  shock  in 
its  credit.     The  loss  of  the  nation  upon  the  recoina^e 
amounted  to  two  millions  two  hundred  thousand  pounds ; 
and  though  the  different  mints  were  employed  without 
interruption,  they  could  not  for  some  months  supply  the 
circulation,  especially  as  great  part  of  the  new  money 
was  kept  up  by  those  who  received  it  in  payment,  or  dis- 
posed of  it  at  an  unreasonable  advantage.     The  French 
king  having  exhausted  the  wealth  and  patience  of  his  sub- 
jects, and  greatly  diminished  their  number  in  the  course 

^  Some  promotioiis  were  made  before  the  king  left  England.  Geoi^e  Hamilton, 
third  son  of  the  duke  of  that  name,  was,  for  his  military  services  in  Ireland  and 
Flanders,  created  Earl  of  Orkney.  Sir  John  Lowther  was  ennobled  by  the  title  of 
Baron  Lowther  and  Viscount  Lonsdale ;  Sir  John  Thompson  made  Baron  of  Ha- 
rersham ;  and  the  celebrated  John  Locke  appointed  one  of  the  commissioners  of 
trade  and  plantation. 
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of  this  war,  began  to  be  diffident  of  his  arms,  and  em-  chap. 
ployed  all  the  arts  of  private  negotiation.  While  his  v_«^L_^ 
minister  D'Avaux  pressed  the  King  of  Sweden  to  offer  ^^^• 
his  mediation,  he  sent  Callieres  to  Holland,  with  pro- 
posals for  settling  the  preliminaries  of  a  treaty.  He 
took  it  for  granted,  that  as  the  Dutch  were  a  trading 
people,  whose  commerce  had  greatly  suffered  in  the  war, 
they  could  not  be  averse  to  a  pacification ;  and  he  in- 
structed his  emissaries  to  tamper  with  the  malecontents 
of  the  republic,  especially  with  the  remains  of  the  Lou- 
vestein  faction,  which  had  always  opposed  the  schemes  of 
the  stadtholder.  Callieres  met  with  a  favourable  recep- 
tion from  the  states,  which  began  to  treat  with  him  about 
the  preliminaries,  though  not  without  the  consent  and 
concurrence  of  King  William  and  the  rest  of  the  allies. 
Louis,  with  a  view  to  quicken  the  effect  of  this  negotia- 
tion, pursued  offensive  measures  in  Catalonia,  where  his 
general,  the  Duke  de  Vendome,  attacked  and  worsted 
the  Spaniards  in  their  camp  near  Ostalrick,  though  the 
action  was  not  decisive ;  for  that  general  was  obliged  to 
retreat,  after  having  made  vigorous  efforts  against  their 
intrenchments.  On  the  twentieth  day  of  June,  Mare- 
schal  de  Lorges  passed  the  Rhine  at  Philipsburgh,  and 
encamped  within  a  league  of  Eppingen,  where  the 
imperial  troops  were  obliged  to  intrench  themselves, 
under  the  command  of  the  Prince  of  Baden,  as  they  were 
not  yet  joined  by  the  auxiliary  forces.  The  French  gene- 
ral, after  having  faced  him  about  a  month,  thought  proper 
to  repass  the  river.  Then  he  detached  a  body  of  horse 
to  Flanders,  and  cantoned  the  rest  of  his  troops  at  Spires, 
Franckendahl,  Worms,  and  Ostofen.  On  the  last  day 
of  August,  the  Prince  of  Baden  retaliated  the  insult,  by 
passing  the  Rhine  at  Mentz  and  Cocsheim.  On  the 
tenth  he  was  joined  by  General  Thungen,  who  com- 
manded a  separate  body,  together  with  the  militia  of 
Suabia  and  Franconia,  and  advanced  to  the  camp  of  the 
enemy,  who  had  reassembled  ;  but  they  were  posted  in 
such  a  manner,  that  he  would  not  hazard  an  attack. 
Having,  therefore,  cannonaded  them  for  some  days, 
scoured  the  adjacent  country  by  detached  parties,  and 
taken  the  little  castle  of  Wiezengen,  he  repassed  the  river 
at  Worms,  on  the  seventh  day  of  October :  the  French 
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likewise  crossed  at  Philipsburgh,  in  hopes  of  surprising 
General  Thungen,  who  had  taken  post  in  the  neighbour- 
16»6.     hood  of  Strasburgh ;  but  he  retired  to  Eppingen  before 
their  arrival,  and  in  a  little  time  both  armies  were  dis- 
tributed in  winter  quarters.     Peter,  the  Czar  of  Muscovy, 
carried  on  the  siege  of  Azoph  with  such  vigour,  that  the 
garrison  was  obliged  to  capitulate,  after  the  Russians  had 
defeated  a  great  convoy  sent  to  its  relief.     The  court  of 
Vienna  forthwith  engaged  in  an  alliance  with  the  Mus- 
covite emperor ;  but  they  did  not  exert  themselves  in 
taking  advantage  of  the  disaster  which  the  Turks  had 
undergone.     The  imperial   army,    commanded   by   the 
Elector   of  Saxony,    continued   inactive   on   the   river 
Marosch  till  the  nineteenth  day  of  July,  then  they  made 
a  feint  of  attacking  Temiswaer ;  but  they  marched  to- 
wards Betzkerch,  in  their  route  to  Belgrade,  on  receiving 
advice  that  the  grand  signer  intended  to  besiege  Titul. 
On  the  twenty-first  day  of  August  the  two  armies  were 
in  sight  of  each  other.     The  Turkish  horse  attacked  the 
imperialists  in  a  plain  near  the  river  Begue,  but  were  re- 
pulsed.    The  Germans  next  day  made  a  show  of  retreat- 
ing, in  hopes  of  drawing  the  enemy  from  their  intrench- 
ments.     The  stratagem  succeeded.    On  the  twenty-sixth, 
the  Turkish  army  was  in  motion.     A  detachment  of  the 
imperialists  attacked   them  in  flank,  as  they  marched 
through  a  wood.     A  very  desperate  action  ensued,  in 
which  the  Generals  Heusler  and  Poland,  with  many  other 
gallant  oflicers,  lost  their  lives.     At  length  the  Ottoman 
horse  were  routed ;  but  the  Germans  were  so  roughly 
handled,  that  on  the  second  day  after  the  engagement 
they  retreated  at  midnight,  and    the  Turks  remained 
quiet  in  their  intrenchments. 
He  de-  In  Piedmont  the  face  of  affairs  underwent  a  strange 

Duke  of  alteration.  The  Duke  of  Savoy,  who  had  for  some  time 
fhJconfe"  ^^^^  engaged  in  a  secret  negotiation  with  France,  at 
deracy.  length  embraced  the  offers  of  that  crown,  and  privately 
signed  a  separate  treaty  of  peace  at  Loretto,  to  which 
place  he  repaired  on  a  pretended  pilgrimage.  The 
French  king  engaged  to  present  him  with  four  millions 
of  livres,  by  way  of  reparation  for  the  damage  he  had 
sustained ;  to  assist  him  with  a  certain  number  of  auxili- 
aries against  all  his  enemies ;  and  to  effect  a  marriage 
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between  the  Duke  of  Burgundy  and  the  Princess  of  chap. 
Piedmont,  as  soon  as  the  parties  should  be  marriageable,  v  ^'  » 
The  treaty  was  guaranteed  by  the  pope  and  the  Vene-  ^^^®* 
tians,  who  were  extremely  desirous  of  seeing  the  Germans 
driven  out  of  Italy.  King  William  being  apprised  of 
this  negotiation,  communicated  the  intelligence  to  the 
Earl  of  Gal  way,  his  ambassador  at  Turin,  who  expostu- 
lated with  the  duke  upon  this  defection ;  but  he  persisted 
in  denying  any  such  correspondence,  until  the  advance 
of  the  French  army  enabled  him  to  avow  it  without 
fearing  the  resentment  of  the  allies  whom  he  had  aban- 
doned. Catinat  marched  into  the  plains  of  Turin,  at  the 
head  of  fifty  thousand  men ;  an  army  greatly  superior  to 
that  of  the  confederates.  Then  the  duke  imparted  to 
the  ministers  of  the  allies  the  proposals  which  France  had 
made ;  represented  the  superior  strength  of  her  army ; 
the  dangers  to  which  he  was  exposed ;  and  finally  his 
inclination  to  embrace  her  offers.  On  the  twelfth  of 
July  a  truce  was  concluded  for  a  month,  and  afterwards 
prolonged  till  the  fifteenth  of  September.  He  wrote  to 
all  the  powers  engaged  in  the  confederacy,  except  King 
William,  expatiating  on  the  same  topics,  and  soliciting 
their  consent.  Though  each  in  particular  refused  to  con- 
cur, he  on  the  twenty-third  day  of  August  signed  the 
treaty  in  public,  which  he  had  before  concluded  in  pri- 
vate. The  emperor  was  no  sooner  informed  of  his  de- 
sign, than  he  took  every  step  which  he  thought  could 
divert  him  firom  his  purpose.  He  sent  the  Count 
Mansfelt  to  Turin,  with  proposals  for  a  match  between 
the  King  of  the  Romans  and  the  Princess  of  Savoy,  as 
v^ell  as  with  offers  to  augment  his  forces  and  his  sub- 
sidy ;  but  the  duke  had  already  settled  his  terms  with 
France,  from  which  he  would  not  recede.  Prince  Eu- 
gene, though  his  kinsman,  expressed  great  indignation 
at  his  conduct.  The  young  Prince  de  Commercy 
was  so  provoked  at  his  defection,  that  he  challenged 
him  to  single  combat,  and  the  duke  accepted  his  chal- 
lenge ;  but  the  quarrel  was  compromised  by  the  inter- 
vention of  friends,  and  they  parted  in  an  amicable  man- 
ner. He  had  concealed  the  treaty  until  he  should  receive 
the  remaining  part  of  the  subsidies  due  to  him  from  the 
confederates.     A  considerable  sum  had  been  remitted 
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from  England  to  Genoa  for  his  use :  but  Lord  Gralway 
no  sooner  received  intimation  of  his  new  engagement, 
than  he  put  a  stop  to  the  payment  of  this  money,  which 
he  employed  in  the  Milanese,  for  the  subsistence  of  those 
troops  that  were  in  the  British  service.  King  William 
was  encamped  at  Gemblours  when  the  duke's  envoy  noti- 
fied the  separate  peace  which  his  master  had  concluded 
with  the  King  of  France.  Though  he  was  extremely 
chagrined  at  the  information,  he  dissembled  his  anger, 
and  listened  to  the  minister  without  the  least  emotion. 
One  of  the  conditions  of  this  treaty  was,  that  within  a 
limited  time  the  allies  should  evacuate  the  duke's  domi- 
nions, othervrise  they  should  be  expelled  by  the  joint 
forces  of  France  and  Savoy.  A  neutrality  was  offered 
to  the  confederates :  and  this  being  rejected,  the  con- 
tracting powers  resolved  to  attack  the  Milanese.  Ac- 
cordingly, when  the  truce  expired,  the  duke,  as  genera- 
lissimo of  the  French  king,  entered  that  duchy,  and  un- 
dertook the  siege  of  Valentia,  so  that,  in  one  campaign, 
he  commanded  two  contending  armies.  The  garrison  of 
Valentia,  consisting  of  seven  thousand  men,  Germans, 
Spaniards,  and  French  Protestants,  made  an  obstinate 
defence ;  and  the  Duke  of  Savoy  prosecuted  the  siege 
with  uncommon  impetuosity.  But  after  the  trenches  had 
been  open  for  thirteen  days,  a  courier  arrived  from  Ma- 
drid, with  an  account  of  his  Catholic  Majesty's  having 
agreed  to  the  neutrality  for  Italy.  The  agreement  im- 
ported that  there  should  be  a  suspension  of  arms  until  a 
general  peace  could  be  effected ;  and  that  the  imperial 
and  French  troops  should  return  to  their  respective  coun- 
tries. Christendom  had  well  nigh  been  embroiled  anew 
by  the  death  of  John  Sobieski,  King  of  Poland,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  seventy,  in  the  course  of  this  summer,  after 
having  survived  his  faculties  and  reputation.  As  the 
crown  was  elective,  a  competition  arose  for  the  succession. 
The  kingdom  was  divided  by  factions ;  and  the  different 
powers  of  Europe  interested  themselves  warmly  in  the 
contention. 

Nothing  of  consequence  had  been  lately  achieved  by 
the  naval  force  of  England.  When  the  conspiracy  was 
first  discovered.  Sir  George  Rooke  had  received  orders 
to  return  from  Cadiz ;  and  he  arrived  in  the  latter  end  of 
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April.  While  he  took  his  place  at  the  board  of  Admi-  chap. 
ralty,  Lord  Berkeley  succeeded  to  the  command  of  the  ^ — >,'  t 
fleet ;  and  in  the  month  of  June  set  sail  towards  Ushant,  ^^^' 
in  order  to  insult  the  coast  of  France.  He  pillaged  and' 
burned  the  villages  on  th^  islands  GrouaiS)  Houat»  and 
Heydic ;  made  prize  of  about  twenty  vessels ;  bombarded 
St.  Martin's  on  the  isle  of  Rhe,  and  the  town  of  Olonne,. 
which  was  set  on  fire  in  fifteen  diffeuent  places  with  the 
shells  and  carcasses.  Though  these  appear  to  have  been 
enterprises  of  small  import,  they  certainly  k^t  the  whole 
coast  of  France  in  perpetual  alarm..  The  ministry  of  that 
kingdom  were  so  much  afraid  of  invasion,  that  between 
Brest  and  Goulet  they  ord^ed  above  one  hundred  bat- 
teries to  be  erected,  and  above  sixty  thousand  men  were 
continually  in  arms  for  the  defence  of  the  maritime 
places.  In  the  month  of  May,  Rear-Admiral  Benbow 
sailed  with  a  small  squadron,  in  order  to  block  up  Du 
Bart  in  the  harbour  of  Dunkirk ;  but  that  famous  ad- 
venturer found  means  to  escape  in  a  fog,  and  steering  to 
the  eastward,  attacked  the  Dutch  fleet  in  the  Baltic, 
under  a  convoy  of  five  frigates*  These  last  he  took,  to- 
gether with  half  the  number  of  the  trading  ships ;  but 
falling  in  with  the  outward-bound  fleet,  convoyed  by 
thirteen  ships  of  the  line,  he  was  obliged  to  bum  four  of 
the  frigates,  turn  the  fifth  adrift,  and  part  with  all  his 
prizes,  except  fifteen,  which  he  carried  into  Dunkirk. 

The  Parliament  of  Scotland  met  on  the  eighth  day  Proceed- 
of  September ;  and  Lord  Murray,  secretary  of  state,  now  pSia- 
Earl  of  TuUibardine,  presided  as  king*8  commissioner.  S.®"^^^ 
Though  that  kingdom  was  exhausted  by  the  war,  and  and 
two  successive  bad  harvests,  which  had  driven  a  great  Ireland, 
number  of  the  inhabitants  into  Ireland,  there  was  no 
opposition  to  the   court  measures.      The   members  of 
Parliament  signed  an  association  like  that  of  England. 
They  granted   a   supply  of  one  hundred   and  twenty 
thousand  pounds  for  maintaining  their  forces  by  sea  and 
land.     They  passed  an  act  for  securing  their  religion, 
lives,  and  properties,  in  case  his  majesty  should  come  to 
an  untimely  death.     By  another,  they  obliged  all  per- 
sons in  public  trust  to  sign  the  association ;  and  then  the 
Parliament  was  adjourned  to  the  eighth  day  of  De- 
cember.    The  disturbances  of  Ireland  seemed  now  to 
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be  entirely  appeased.     Lord  Capel  dying  in  May,  the 
council,  by  virtue  of  an  act  passed  in  the  reign  of  Henry 
1696.     VIII.,  elected  the  chancellor,  Sir  Charles  Porter,  to  be 
lord  justice  and  chief  governor  of  that  kingdom,  until 
his  majesty's  pleasure  should  be  known.   The  Parliament 
met  in  June:  the  Commons  expelled  Mr.  Sanderson, 
the  only  member  of  that  House  who  had  refused  to  sign 
the  association;  and  adjourned    to  the  fourth  day  of 
August.      By  that    time  Sir  Charles   Porter,  and  the 
Earls  of  Montrath  and  Drogheda,  were  appointed  lords 
justices,  and    signified  the  king's   pleasure   that   they 
should  adjourn.      In  the  beginning  of  December  the 
chancellor  died  of  an  apoplexy. 
Zeal  of  the      King  William  being  tired  of  an  inactive  campaign,  left 
Commons    the  army  under  the  command  of  the  Elector  of  Bavaria, 
f^^^^^^^to^  and  about  the  latter  end  of  August  repaired  to  his  palace 
the  king,    at  Loo,  whcro  he  enjoyed  his  favourite  exercise  of  stag- 
hunting.     He   visited    the   court   of  Brandenburgh  at 
Cleves;  conferred  with  the  States  of  Holland  at  the 
Hague ;  and  embarking  for  England,  landed  at  Margate 
on  the  sixth  day  of  October.     The  domestic  economy 
of  the  nation  was  extremely  perplexed  at  this  juncture, 
from  the  sinking  of  public  credit,  and  the  stagnation  that 
necessarily  attended  a  recoinage.   These  grievances  were 
with  difficulty  removed  by  the  clear  apprehension,  the 
enterprising  genius,  the  unshaken  fortitude  of  Mr.  Mon- 
tague, chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  operating  upon  a 
national  spirit  of  adventure,  which  the  monied  interest 
had  produced.  The  king  opened  the  session  of  Parliament 
on  the  twentieth  day  of  October  with  a  speech,  im- 
porting, that  overtures  had  been  made  for  a  negotiation ; 
but  that  the  best  way  of  treating  with  France  would  be 
sword  in  hand.     He,  therefore,  desired  they  would  be 
expeditious  in  raising  the  supplies  for  the  service  of  the 
ensuing  year,  as  well  as  for  making  good  the  funds 
already  granted.     He  declared  that  the  civil  list  could 
not  be  supported  without  their  assistance.     He  recom- 
mended the  miserable  condition  of  the   French  Pro- 
testants to  their  compassion.     He  desired  they  would 
contrive  the  best  expedients   for  the  recovery  of  the 
national  credit.     He  observed,  that  unanimity  and  des- 
patch  were    now  more  than    ever   necessary   for   the 
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honour,  safety,  and  advantage  of  England.  The  Com- 
mons having  taken  this  speech  into  consideration,  re- 
solved that  they  would  support  his  majesty  and  his  ^^^' 
government,  and  assist  him  in  the  prosecution  of  the 
war :  that  the  standard  of  gold  and  silver  should  not  be 
altered :  and,  that  they  would  make  good  all  parlia- 
mentary funds.  Then  they  presented  an  address,  in  a 
very  spirited  strain,  declaring,  that  notwithstanding  the 
blood  and  treasure  of  which  the  nation  had  been  drained, 
the  Commons  of  England  would  not  be  diverted  from 
their  firm  resolutions  of  obtaining  by  war  a  safe  and 
honourable  peace.  They,  therefore,  renewed  their  as- 
surances, that  they  would  support  his  majesty  against 
all  his  enemies  at  home  and  abroad.  The  House  of 
Lords  delivered  another  to  the  same  purpose,  declaring, 
that  they  would  never  be  wanting  or  backward,  on  their 
parts,  in  what  might  be  necessary  to  his  majesty's  honour, 
the  good  of  his  kingdoms,  and  the  quiet  of  Christendom. 
The  Commons,  in  the  first  transports  of  their  zeal,  ordered 
two  seditious  pamphlets  to  be  burned  by  the  hands  of  the 
common  hangman.  They  deliberated  upon  the  estimates, 
and  granted  above  six  millions  for  the  service  of  the  en- 
suing year.  They  resolved  that  a  supply  should  be 
granted  for  making  good  the  deficiency  of  parliament- 
ary funds ;  and  appropriated  several  duties  for  this 
purpose. 

With  respect  to  the  coin,  they  brought  in  a  bill,  re-  B^soiu- 

!•  x/?xi«  /«»  a"i_        T-i*      x»  J  tionstouch- 

pealing  an  act  for  takmg  oft  the  obligation  and  encou-  ing  the 
ragement  of  coining  guineas  for  a  certain  time,  and  for  coin,  and 

.  ..  •■••  .  Ill/**  it  *n®  support 

importmg  and  coming  guineas  and  half  guineas,  as  the  ex-  of  public 
travagant  price  of  those  coins,  which  occasioned  this  act,  ^^®^**- 
was  now  fallen.  They  passed  a  second  bill  for  remedy- 
ing the  ill  state  of  the  coin ;  and  a  third,  explaining  an 
act  in  the  preceding  session,  for  laying  duties  on  low 
wines  and  spirits  of  the  first  extraction.  In  order  to 
raise  the  supplies  of  the  year,  they  resolved  to  tax  all 
persons  according  to  the  true  value  of  their  real  and 
personal  estates,  their  stock  upon  land  and  in  trade,  their 
income  by  offices,  pensions,  and  professions.  A  duty  of 
one  penny  per  week,  for  one  year,  was  laid  upon  all  per- 
sons not  receiving  alms.  A  further  imposition  of  one 
farthing  in  the  pound  per  week  was  fixed  upon  all  ser- 
vants receiving  four  pounds  per  annum,  as  wages,  and 
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CHAP,  upwards,  to  eight  pounds  a  year  inclusive.  Those  who 
>  ^'  .  received  from  eight  to  sixteen  pounds  were  taxed  at  one 
1696.  half-penny  per  pound.  An  aid  of  three  shillings  in  the 
pound  for  one  year,  was  laid  upon  all  lands,  tenements, 
and  hereditaments,  according  to  their  true  value.  With- 
out specifying  the  particulars  of  those  impositions,  we 
shall  only  observe,  that  in  the  general  charge,  the  Com- 
mons did  not  exempt  one  member  of  the  commonwealth 
that  could  be  supposed  able  to  bear  any  part  of  the  burden. 
Provision  was  made,  that  hammered  money  should  be  re- 
ceived in  payment  of  these  duties,  at  the  rate  of  five 
shillings  and  eight-pence  per  ounce.  All  the  deficiencies 
on  annuities  and  moneys  borrowed  on  the  credit  of  the  ex- 
chequer, were  transferred  to  this  aid.  The  treasury  was 
enabled  to  borrow  a  million  and  a  half  at  eight  per  cent., 
and  to  circulate  exchequer  bills  to  the  amount  of  as  much 
more.  To  cancel  these  debts,  the  surplus  of  all  the  sup- 
plies, except  the  three  shilling  aid,  was  appropriated. 
The  Commons  voted  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  thou- 
sand pounds  for  making  good  the  deficiency  in  recoining 
the  hammered  money,  and  the  recompense  for  bringing 
in  plate  to  the  mint.  This  sum  was  raised  by  a  tax  or 
duty  upon  wrought  plate,  paper,  pasteboard,  vellum,  and 
parchment,  made  or  imported.  Taking  into  considera- 
tion the  services,  and  the  present  languishing  state  of  the 
bank,  whose  notes  were  at  twenty  per  cent,  discount, 
they  resolved,  that  it  should  be  enlarged  by  new  sub- 
scriptions, made  by  four-fifths  in  tallies  struck  on  parlia^ 
mentary  funds,  and  one-fifth  in  bank  bills  or  notes :  that 
eflfectual  provision  should  be  made  by  Parliament  for 
paying  the  principal  of  all  such  tallies  as  should  be  sub- 
scribed into  the  bank,  out  of  the  funds  agreed  to  be  con- 
tinued :  that  an  interest  of  eight  per  cent,  should  be 
allowed  on  all  such  tallies :  and,  that  the  continuance  of 
the  bank  should  be  prolonged  to  the  first  day  of  August, 
in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ten.  That 
all  assignments  of  orders  on  tallies  subscribed  into  the 
bank  should  be  registered  in  the  exchequer :  that,  before 
the  day  should  be  fixed  for  the  beginning  of  the  new 
subscriptions,  the  old  should  be  made  one  hundred  per 
cent.,  and  what  might  exceed  that  value  should  be  divided 
among  the  old  members :  that  all  the  interest  due  on 
those  tallies  which  might  be  subscribed  into  the  bank 
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stock,  at  the  time  appointed  for  subscriptions,  to  the  end  chap. 
of  the  last  preceding  quarter  on  each  tally,  should  be .  ^'  . 
allowed  as  principal:  that  liberty  should  be  given  by  i^^- 
Parliament  to  enlarge  the  number  of  bank  bills,  to  the 
value  of  the  sum  that  should  be  so  subscribed,  over  and 
above  the  twelve  hundred  thousand  pounds ;  provided 
they  should  be  obliged  to  answer  such  bills  on  demand ; 
and  in  default  thereof,  be  answered  by  the  exchequer  out 
of  the  first  money  due  to  them :  that  no  other  bank  should 
be  erected  or  allowed  by  act  of  Parliament,  during  the 
continuance  of  the  bank  of  England  :  that  this  should  be 
exempted  from  all  tax  or  imposition  :  that  no  act  of  the 
corporation  should  forfeit  the  particular  interest  of  any 
person  concerned  therein  :  that  provision  should  be  made 
to  prevent  the  officers  of  the  exchequer,  and  all  other 
officers  and  receivers  of  the  revenue,  from  diverting,  de- 
laying, or  obstructing  the  course  of  payments  to  the  bank : 
that  care  should  be  taken  to  prevent  the  altering,  coun- 
terfeiting, or  forging  any  bank  bills  or  notes :  that  the 
estate  and  interest  of  each  member  in  the  stock  of  the 
corporation  should  be  made  a  personal  estate :  that  no 
contract  made  for  any  bank  stock  to  be  bought  or  sold 
should  be  valid  in  law  or  equity,  unless  actually  registered 
in  the  bank  books  within  seven  days,  and  actually  trans- 
ferred within  fourteen  days  after  the  contract  should  be 
made.  A  bill  upon  these  resolutions  was  brought  in, 
under  the  direction  of  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer : 
it  related  to  the  continuation  of  tonnage  and  poundage 
upon  wine,  vinegar,  and  tobacco ;  and  comprehended  a 
clause  for  laying  an  additional  duty  upon  salt,  for  two 
years  and  three  quarters.  All  the  several  branches  con- 
stituted a  general  fund,  since  known  by  the  name  of  the 
general  mortgage,  without  prejudice  to  their  former  ap- 
propriations. The  bill  also  provided,  that  the  tallies 
should  bear  eight  per  cent,  interest :  that  from  the  tenth 
of  June,  for  five  years,  they  should  bear  no  more  than  six 
per  cent,  interest ;  and,  that  no  premium  or  discount  upon 
them  should  be  taken.  In  case  of  the  sfeneral  funds 
proving,  insufficient  to  pay  the  whole  interest,  it  was  pro-  ' 
vided,  that  every  proprietor  should  receive  his  proportion 
of  the  product,  and  the  deficiency  be  made  good  from 
the  next  aid ;  but  should  the  fund  produce  more  than 
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CHAP,   the  interest,  the  surplus  was  destined  to  operate  as  a 
,     ^'    ,  sinking  fund  for  the  discharge  of  the  principal.     In  order 
1696.     to  make  up  a  deficiency  of  above  eight  hundred  thousand 
pounds,  occasioned  by  the  failure  of  the  land-bank,  ad- 
ditional duties  were  laid  upon  leather :   the  time  was  en- 
larged for  persons  to  come  in  and  purchase  the  annuities 
payable  by  several  former  acts,  and  to  obtain  more  cer- 
tain interest  in  such  annuities. 
kl^^osT"^       Never  were  more  vigorous  measures  taken  to  support 
tions.        the  credit  of  the  government ;  and  never  was  the  govern- 
ment served  by  such  a  set  of  enterprising  undertakers. 
The  Commons  having  received  a  message  from  the  king, 
touching  the  condition  of  the  civil  list,  resolved,  that  a 
sum  not  exceeding  five  hundred  and  fifteen  thousand 
pounds  should  be  granted  for  the  support  of  the  civil 
list  for  the  ensuing  year,  to  be  raised  by  a  malt-tax,  and 
additional  duties  upon  mum,  sweets,  cyder,  and  perry. 
They  likewise  resolved,  that  an  additional  aid  of  one 
shilling  in  the  pound  should  be  laid  upon  land,  as  an  equi- 
valent for  the  duty  of  ten  per  cent,  upon  mixed  goods. 
Provision  was  made  for  raising  one  million  four  hundred 
thousand  pounds  by  a  lottery.     The  treasury  was  em- 
powered to  issue  an  additional  number  of  exchequer  bills, 
to  the  amount  of  twelve  hundred  thousand  pounds,  every 
hundred  pounds  bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of  five-pence 
a  day,  and  ten  per  cent,  for  circulation :  finally,  in  order 
to  liquidate  the  transport  debt,  which  the  funds  esta- 
blished for  that  purpose  had  not  been  sufficient  to  defray, 
a  money  bill  was  brought  in,  to  oblige  pedlars  and  hawkers 
to  take  out  licences,  and  pay  for  them  at  certain  stated 
prices.     One  cannot  without  astonishment  reflect  upon 
the  prodigious  efforts  that  were  made  upon  this  occasion, 
or  consider  without  indignation  the  enormous  fortunes 
that  were  raised  up  by  usurers  and  extortioners,  from  the 
distresses  of  their  country.     The  nation  did  not  seem  to 
knowits  own  strength,  until  it  was  put  to  this  extraordinary 
trial ;  and  the  experiment  of  mortgaging  funds  succeeded 
so  well,  that  later  ministers  have  proceeded  in  the  same 
system,  imposing  burden  upon  burden,  as  if  they  thought 
the  sinews  of  the  nation  could  never  be  overstrained. 
l!Lwlckis       ^^^  public  credit  being  thus  bolstered  up  by  the  sin- 
appre-       gular  address  of  Mr.  Montague,  and  the  bills  passed  for 

hended. 
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the  supplies  of  the  ensuing  year,  the  attention  of  the 
Commons  was  transferred  to  the  case  of  Sir  John  Fen- 
wick,  who  had  been  apprehended  in  the  month  of  June     ^^^^• 
at  New  Romney,  in  his  way  to  France.     He  had,  when 
taken,  written  a  letter  to  his  lady  by  one  Webber,  who 
accompanied  him ;  but  this  man  being  seized,  the  letter 
was  found,  containing  such  a  confession  as  plainly  evinced 
him  guilty.     He  then  entered  into  a  treaty  with   the 
court  for  turning  evidence,  and  delivered  a  long  infor- 
mation in  writing,  which  was  sent  abroad  to  his  majesty. 
He  made  no  discoveries  that  could  injure  any  of  the 
Jacobites,  who,  by  his  account,  and  other  concurring  tes- 
timonies, appeared  to  be  divided  into  two  parties,  known 
by  the  names  of  compounders  and  noncompounders.  The 
first,  headed  by  the  Earl  of  Middleton,  insisted  upon 
receiving  security  from  King  James,  that  the  religion 
and  liberties  of  England  should  be  preserved :  whereas 
the  other  party,  at  the  head  of  which  was  the  Earl  of 
Melfort,  resolved  to  bring  him  in  without  conditions, 
relying  upon  his  own  honour  and  generosity.      King 
William  having  sent  over  an  order  for  bringing  Fenwick 
to  trial,  unless  he  should  make  more  material  discoveries, 
the  prisoner,  with  a  view  to  amuse  the  ministry,  until 
he  could  take  other  measures  for  his  own  safety,  accused 
the  Earls  of  Shrewsbury,  Marlborough,  and  Bath,  the 
Lord  Godolphin,  and  Admiral  Russel,  of  having  made 
their  peace  with  King  James,  and  engaged  to  act  for  his 
interest.     Meanwhile  his  lady  and  relations  tampered 
with  the  two  witnesses.  Porter  and  Goodman.    The  first 
of  these  discovered  those  practices  to  the  government ; 
and  one  Clancey,  who  acted  as  agent  for  Lady  Fenwick, 
was  tried,  convicted  of  subornation,  fined,  and  set  in 
the  pillory :  but  they  had  succeeded  better  in  their  at- 
tempts upon  Goodman,  who  disappeared ;  so  that  one 
witness  only  remained,  and  Fenwick  began  to  think  his 
life  was  out  of  danger.     Admiral  Russel  acquainted  the 
House  of  Commons,  that  he  and  several  persons  of  qua- 
lity had  been  reflected  upon  in  some  informations  of  Sir 
John  Fenwick ;  he  therefore  desired  that  he  might  have   - 
an  opportunity  to  justify  his  own  character.    Mr.  Secre- 
tary Trumball  produced  the  papers,  which  having  been 
read,  the  Commons  ordered   that   Sir  John  Fenwick 
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CHAP,    should  be  brought  to  the  bar  of  the  House.     There  he 
^^'    ,  was  exhorted  by  the  speaker  to  make  an  ample  dis- 
1696.     covery;  which,  however,  he  declined,  except  with  the 
proviso  that  he  should  first  receive  some  security  that 
what  he  might  say  should  not  prejudice  himself.  He  was 
ordered  to  withdraw,  until  they  should  have  deliberated  on 
his  request.  Then  he  was  called  in  again,  and  the  speaker 
told  him,  he  might  deserve  the  fevour  of  the  House  by 
making  a  fiill  discovery.     He  desired  he  might  be  in- 
dulged with  a  little  time  to  recollect  himself,  and  pro- 
mised to  obey  the  command  of  the  House.     This  favour 
being  denied,  he  again  insisted  upon  having  security ; 
which  they  refusing  to  grant,  he  chose  to  be  silent,  and 
was  dismissed  from  the  bar.     The  House  voted,  that  his 
informations,  reflecting  upon  the  fidelity  of  several  noble- 
men, members  of  the  House,  and  others,  upon  hearsay, 
were  false  and  scandalous,  contrived  to  undermine  the 
government,  and  create  jealousies  between  the  king  and 
his  subjects,  in  order  to  stifle  the  conspiracy. 
A  bill  of  at-      A  motion  being  made  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
i^g°brwight  attaint  him  of  high  treason,  a  warm  debate  ensued,  and 
into  the      the  quostiou  being  put,  was  carried  in  the  affirmative  by 
agabfit      ^  great  majority.     He  was  furnished  with  a  copy  of  the 
him,  pro-    \y\\\^  and  allowed  the  use  of  pen,  ink,  paper,  and  counsel, 
lent  de-      When  he  presented  a  petition,  praying  that  his  counsel 
bates.        might  be  heard  against  passing  the  bill,  they  made  an 
order,  that  his  counsel  should  be  allowed  to  make  his 
defence  at  the  bar  of  the  House :  so  that  he  was  sur- 
prised into  an  irregular  trial,  instead  of  being  indulged 
with  an  opportunity  of  offering  objections  to  their  pass- 
ing the  bill  of  attainder.     He  was  accordingly  brought 
to  the  bar  of  the  House ;  and  the  bill  being  read  in  his 
hearing,  the  speaker  called  upon  the  king's  counsel  to 
open  the  evidence.     The  prisoner's  counsel  objected  to 
their  proceeding  to  trial,  alleging,  that  their  client  had 
not  received  the  least  notice  of  their  purpose,  and  there- 
fore could  not  be  prepared  for  his  defence ;  but  that  they 
came  to  offer  their  reasons  against  the  bill.    The  House, 
after  a  long  debate,  resolved,  that  he  should  be  allowed 
further  time  to  produce  witnesses  in  his  defence ;  that  the 
counsel  for  the  king  should  likewise  be  allowed  to  produce 
evidence  to  prove  the  treasons  of  which  he  stood  indicted ; 
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and  an  order  was  made  for  his  being  brought  to  the  bar    chap. 

again  in  three  days.     In  pursuance  of  this  order  he  ap-  , 

peared,  when  the  indictment  which  had  been  found  ^^^ 
against  him  by  the  grand  jury  was  produced  ;  and  Por- 
ter was  examined  as  an  evidence.  Then  the  record  of 
Clanoey's  conviction  was  read;  and  one  Roe  testified, 
that  Dighton,  the  prisoner's  solicitor,  had  offered  him  an 
annuity  of  one  hundred  pounds,  to  discredit  the  testi- 
mony of  Goodman.  The  king's  counsel  moved,  that 
Goodman's  examination,  as  taken  by  Mr.  Vernon,  clerk 
of  the  council,  might  be  read.  Sir  J.  Powis,  and  Sir 
Bartholomew  Shower,  the  prisoner's  counsel,  warmly  op- 
posed this  proposal:  they  affirmed,  that  a  deposition, 
taken  when  the  party  affected  by  it  was  not  present  to 
cross-examine  the  deposer,  could  not  be  admitted  in 
a  case  of  five  shillings  value :  that  though  the  House 
was  not  bound  by  the  rules  of  inferior  courts,  it  was 
nevertheless  bound  by  the  eternal  and  unalterable  rules 
of  justice :  that  no  evidence,  according  to  the  rules  of 
law,  could  be  admitted  in  such  a  case,  but  that  of  living 
witnesses ;  and  that  the  examination  of  a  person  who  is 
absent  was  never  read  to  supply  his  testimony.  The 
dispute  between  the  lawyers  on  this  subject  gave  rise 
to  a  very  violent  debate  among  the  mem'bers  of  the 
House.  Sir  Edward  Seymour,  Sir  Richard  Temple,  Mr. 
Harley,  Mr.  Harcourt,  Mr.  Manly,  Sir  Christopher 
Musgrave,  and  all  the  leaders  of  the  tory  party,  argued 
against  the  hardship  and  injustice  of  admitting  this 
information  as  an  evidence.  They  demonstrated,  that  it 
would  be  a  step  contrary  to  the  practice  of  all  courts  of 
judicature,  repugnant  to  the  common  notions  of  justice 
and  humanity,  diametrically  opposite  to  the  last  act  for 
regulating  trials  in  cases  of  high  treason,  and  of  danger- 
ous consequences  to  the  lives  and  liberties  of  the  people. 
On  the  other  hand.  Lord  Cutts,  Sir  Thomas  Lyttelton, 
Mr.  Montague,  Mr.  Smith,  of  the  treasury,  and  Trevor, 
the  attorney-general,  affirmed,  that  the  House  was  not 
bound  by  any  form  of  law  whatsoever :  that  this  was  an 
extraordinary  case,  in  which  the  safety  of  the  govern- 
ment was  deeply  concerned :  that  though  the  common 
law  might  require  two  evidences  in  cases  of  treason,  the 
House  had  a  power  of  deviating  from  those  rules  in  ex- 
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CHAP,  traordinary  cases  :  that  there  was  no  reason  to  doubt  of  Sir 
^^ ,  John  Fenwick's  being  concerned  in  the  conspiracy :  that 

1696.  he  or  his  friends  had  tampered  with  Porter :  and  that 
there  were  strong  presumptions  to  believe  the  same  prac- 
tices had  induced  Goodman  to  abscond.  In  a  word, 
the  tories,  either  from  party  or  patriotism,  strenuously 
asserted  the  cause  of  liberty  and  humanity,  by  those  very 
arguments  which  had  been  used  against  them  in  the 
former  reigns ;  while  the  whigs,  with  equal  violence  and 
more  success,  espoused  the  dictates  of  arbitrary  power 
and  oppression,  in  the  face  of  their  former  principles, 
with  which  they  were  now  upbraided.  At  length  the 
question  was  put,  whether  or  not  the  information  of 
Goodman  should  be  read  ?  and  was  carried  in  the  aflSrm- 
ative  by  a  majority  of  seventy-three  voices.  Then  two 
of  the  grand  jury  who  had  found  the  indictment,  re- 
cited the  evidence  which  had  been  given  to  them  by 
Porter  and  Goodman :  lastly,  the  king's  counsel  insisted 
upon  producing  the  record  of  Cooke's  conviction,  as  he 
had  been  tried  for  the  same  conspiracy.  The  prisoner's 
counsel  objected,  that,  if  such  evidence  was  admitted, 
the  trial  of  one  person  in  the  same  company  would  be 
the  trial  of  all ;  and  it  could  not  be  expected  that  they 
who  came  to  defend  Sir  John  Fenwick  only,  should  be 
prepared  to  answer  the  charge  against  Cooke.  This 
article  produced  another  vehement  debate  among  the 
members ;  and  the  whigs  obtained  a  second  victory.  The 
record  was  read,  and  the  king's  counsel  proceeded  to  call 
some  of  the  jury  who  served  on  Cooke's  trial,  to  afiirm 
that  he  had  been  convicted  on  Goodman's  evidence.  Sir 
Bartholomew  Shower  said,  he  would  submit  it  to  the 
consideration  of  the  House,  whether  it  was  just  that  the 
evidence  against  one  person  should  conclude  against 
another,  standing  at  a  different  bar,  in  defence  of  his 
life?  The  parties  were  again  ordered  to  withdraw;  and 
from  this  point  arose  a  third  debate,  which  ended  as  the 
two  former,,  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  prisoner.  The 
jury  being  examined,  Mr.  Serjeant  Gould  moved,  that 
Mr.  Vernon  might  be  desired  to  produce  the  intercepted 
letter  from  Sir  John  Fenwick  to  his  lady.  The  pri- 
soner's counsel  warmly  opposed  this  motion,  insisting 
upon  their  proving  it  to  be  his  hand-writing  before  it 
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could  be  used  against  him ;  and  no  further  stress  was    chap. 
laid  on  this  evidence.     When  they  were  called  upon  to       ^'    , 
enter  on  his  defence,  they  pleaded  incapacity  to  deliver     i®^- 
matters  of  such  importance  after  they  had  been  fatigued 
with  twelve  hours'  attendance. 

The  House  resolved  to  hear  such  evidence  as  the  pri-  His 
soner  had  to  produce  that  night.  His  counsel  declared,  ^®^®°^ 
that  they  had  nothing  then  to  produce  but  the  copy  of 
a  record ;  and  the  second  resolution  was,  that  he  should 
be  brought  up  again  next  day  at  noon.  He  accordingly 
appeared  at  the  bar,  and  Sir  J.  Powis  proceeded  on  his 
defence.  He  observed,  that  the  bill  under  consideration 
affected  the  lives  of  the  subjects ;  and  such  precedents 
were  dangerous:  that  Sir  John  Fenwick  was  forth- 
coming, in  order  to  be  tried  by  the  ordinary  methods  of 
justice  :  that  he  was  actually  under  process,  had  pleaded, 
and  was  ready  to  stand  trial :  that  if  there  was  sufficient 
clear  evidence  against  him,  as  the  king's  serjeant  had  de- 
clared, there  was  no  reason  for  his  being  deprived  of  the 
benefit  of  such  a  trial  as  was  the  birthright  of  every 
British  subject ;  and  if  there  was  a  deficiency  of  legal 
evidence,  he  thought  this  was  a  very  odd'reasdn  for  the 
bill.  He  took  notice  that  even  the  regicides  had  the 
benefit  of  such  a  trial :  that  the  last  act  for  regulating 
trials  in  cases  of  treason  proved  the  great  tenderness  of 
the  laws  which  affected  the  life  of  the  subject ;  and  he 
expressed  his  surprise  that  the  very  Parliament  which 
had  passed  that  law  should  enact  another  for  putting  a 
person  to  death  without  any  trial  at  all.  He  admitted 
that  there  had  been  many  bills  of  attainder,  but  they 
were  generally  levelled  at  outlaws  and  fugitives;  and 
some  of  them  had  been  reversed  in  the  sequel,  as  arbi- 
trary and  unjust.  He  urged,  that  this  bill  of  attainder 
did  not  allege  or  say,  that  Sir  John  Fenwick  was  guilty 
of  the  treason  for  which  he  had  been  indicted ;  a  cir- 
cumstance which  prevented  him  from  producing  wit- 
nesses to  that  and  several  matters  upon  which  the  king's 
counsel  had '  expatiated.  He  said  they  had  introduced 
evidence  to  prove  circumstances  not  alleged  in  the  bill,  and 
defective  evidence  of  those  that  were:  that  Porter  was  not 
examined  upon  oath  :  that  nothing  could  be  more  severe 
than  to  pass  sentence  of  death  upon  a  man,  corrupt  his 

VOL.  I.  s 


%m 


HISTORY  OF  ENGLAND. 


blood,  apd  confiscate  his  esfa^te,  upon  parole  evidence ; 
especially  of  such  9.  wretch,  who,  by  his  own  confession, 
i^^  h^-d  been  engaged  jn  a  crime  of  the  blackest  nature,  not 
9,  convert  to  the  dictates  of  conscience,  but  a  coward, 
shrinking  from  the  danger  by  which  he  had  been  en- 
vironed, and  even  now  drudging  for  a  pardon.  He  in- 
v^'lidated  the  evidence  of  Goodman's  examination.  He 
observed,  that  the  indietpoi^nt  mentioned  a  conspiracy  to 
call  in  a  foreign  power ;  but,  as  this  conspiracy  had  not 
been  put  in  practice,  such  an  agreement  was  not  a  suffi- 
cient overt-act  of  treason,  according  to  the  opinion  of 
Hawles,  the  solicitor-general,  concerned  in  this  very  pro- 
secution. So  saying,  he  produced  a  book  of  remarks, 
which  that  lawyer  had  published  on  the  cases  of  Lord 
fiussel,  Colonel  Sidney,  and  others,  who  had  suffered 
death  in  the  reign  of  Charles  II,  This  author  (said  he) 
takes  notice,  that  a  conspiracy  or  agreement  to  levy  war 
is  not  treason  without  actually  levying  war ;  a  sentiment 
in  which  he  concurred  with  Lord  Coke,  and  Lord  Chief 
Justice  Hales.  He  concluded  with  saying,  "  We  know 
at  present  on  what  ground  we  stand ;  by  the  statute  of 
Edward  III.  we  know  what  treason  is;  by  the  two 
statutes  of  Edward  VI.  and  the  late  act,  we  know  what 
is  proof;  by  the  Magna  Charta  we  know  we  are  to  be 
tried  per  legem  terrce  et  per  judicium  parium^  by  the  law 
of  the  Und  and  the  judgment  of  our  peers ;  but,  if  bills 
of  ftttainder  come  into  fashion,  we  shall  neither  know 
what  is  treason,  what  is  evidence,  nor  how  nor  where  we 
are  to  be  tried." — He  was  seconded  by  Sir  Bartholomew 
Shower,  who  spoke  with  equal  energy  and  elocution ; 
and  their  arguments  were  answered  by  the  king's  coun- 
sel. The  arguments  in  favour  of  the  bill  imported,  that 
the  Parliament  would  not  interpose,  except  in  ei^tra- 
ordinary  cases ;  that  here  the  evidence  necessary  in  in- 
ferior courts  being  defective,  the  Parliament,  which  was 
not  tied  down  by  legal  evidence,  had  a  right  to  exert 
their  extraordinary  power  in  punishing  an  offender,  who 
^ould  otherwise  escape  with  impunity ;  that  as  the  law 
stood,  he  was  but  a  sorry  politician  that  could  not  ruin 
the  government,  and  yet  elude  the  statute  of  treason ; 
that  if  a  plot,  after  being  discovered,  should  not  be 
thoroughly  prosecuted,  it  would  strengthen  and  grow 
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upon  the  administration,  and  probably  at  length  subvert 
the  government:  that  it  was  notorious  that  parties 
were  forming  for  King  James  ;  persons  were  plotting  in  **^ 
every  part  of  the  kingdom,  and  an  open  invasion  was 
threatened ;  therefore  this  ^vas  a  proper  time  for  the 
Parliament  to  exert  their  extraordinary  power ;  that  the 
English  differed  from  all  other  nations,  in  bringing  the 
Mritnesses  and  the  prisoner  face  to  face,  and  requiring 
two  witnesses  in  cases  of  treason :  nor  did  the  English 
law  itself  require  the  same  proof  in  some  cases  as  in 
others ;  for  one  witness  was  sufficient  in  felony,  as  well  as 
for  the  treason  of  coining :  that  Fenwick  was  notoriously 
guilty,  and  deserved  to  feel  the  resentment  of  the  nation : 
that  he  would  have  been  brought  to  exemplary  punish- 
ment in  the  ordinary  courts  of  justice,  had  he  not  eluded 
it  by  corrupting  evidence,  and  withdrawing  a  witness. 
If  this  reasoning  be  just,  the  House  of  Commons  has  a 
right  to  act  in  diametrical  opposition  to  the  laws  in  being ; 
and  is  vested  with  a  despotic  power  over  the  lives  and 
fortunes  of  their  constituents,  for  whose  protection  they 
are  constituted.  Let  us,  therefore,  reflect  upon  the  pos- 
sibility of  a  Parliament  debauched  by  the  arts  of  corrup- 
tion into  servile  compliance  with  the  designs  of  an  arbi- 
trary prince,  and  tremble  for  the  consequence.  The 
debate  being  finished,  the  prisoner  was,  at  the  desire  of 
Admiral  Russel,  questioned  with  regard  to  the  imputa- 
tions he  had  fixed  upon  that  gentleman  and  others  from 
hearsay ;  but  he  desired  to  be  excused,  on  account  of  the 
risk  he  ran  while  under  a  double  prosecution,  if  any  thing 
which  should  escape  him  might  be  turned  to  his  pre- 
judice. 

After  he  was  removed  from  the  bar,  Mr.  Vernon,  at  The  bui 
the  desire  of  the  House,  recapitulated  the  arts  and  prac-  p*^®^. 
tices  of  Sir  John  Fenwick  and  his  friends,  to  procrastinate 
the  trial..  The  bill  was  read  a  second  time;  and  the 
speaker  asking,  if  the  question  should  be  put  for  its  being 
committed  ?  the  House  was  immediately  kindled  into  a 
new  flame  of  contention.  Hawles,  the  solicitor-general, 
affirmed,  that  the  House,  in  the  present  case,  should  act 
both  as  judge  and  jury.-  Mr.  Harcourt  said,  he  knew  no 
trial  for  treason  but  what  was  confirmed  by  Magna  Charter 
by  a  jury,  the  birthright  and  darling  privilege  of  an  Eng^ 
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CHAP.  lishman,  or  per  legem  terns,  which  includes  impeachments 
V  ^'  >  in  Parliaments :  that  it  was  a  strange  trial  where  the 
1696.  person  accused  had  a  chance  to  be  hanged,  but  none  to 
be  saved :  that  he  never  heard  of  a  juryman  who  was  not 
on  his  oath,  nor  of  a  judge  who  had  not  power  to  exa- 
mine witnesses  upon  oath,  and  who  was  not  empowered 
to  save  the  innocent  as  well  as  to  condemn  the  guilty. 
Sir  Thomas  Lyttelton  was  of  opinion,  that  the  Parliament 
ought  not  to  stand  upon  little  niceties  and  forms  of  other 
courts,  when  the  government  was  at  stake.  Mr.  Howe 
asserted,  that  to  do  a  thing  of  this  nature,  because  the 
Parliament  had  power  to  do  it,  was  a  strange  way  of 
reasoning :  that  what  was  justice  and  equity  at  West- 
minster-hall, was  justice  and  equity  every  where :  that  one 
bad  precedent  in  Parliament  was  of  worse  consequence 
than  a  hundred  in  Westminster-hall,  because  personal  or 
private  injuries  did  not  foreclose  the  claims  of  original 
right;  whereas  the  Parliament  could  ruin  the  nation 
beyond  redemption,  because  it  could  establish  tyranny  by 
law.  Sir  Richard  Temple,  in  arguing  against  the  bill, 
observed,  that  the  power  of  Parliament  is  to  make  any 
law,  but  the  jurisdiction  of  Parliament  is  to  govern  itself 
by  the  law :  to  make  a  law,  therefore,  against  all  the  laws 
of  England,  was  the  vltimum  remedium  et  pessimum,  never 
to  be  used  but  in  case  of  absolute  necessity.  He  affirmed 
that,  by  this  precedent,  the  House  overthrew  all  the  laws 
of  England ;  first,  in  condemning  a  man  by  one  witness ; 
secondly,  in  passing  an  act  without  any  trial.  The  Com- 
mons never  did  nor  can  assume  a  jurisdiction  of  trying 
any  person :  they  may,  for  their  own  information,  hear 
what  can  be  offered ;  but  it  is  not  a  trial  where  witnesses 
are  not  upon  oath.  All  bills  of  attainder  have  passed 
against  persons  that  were  dead  or  fled,  or  without  the 
compass  of  the  law :  some  have  been  brought  in  after 
trials  in  Westminster-hall ;  but  none  of  those  have  been 
called  trials,  and  they  were  generally  reversed.  He  denied 
that  the  Parliament  had  power  to  declare  anything  treason 
which  was  not  treason  before.  When  inferior  courts  were 
dubious,  the  case  might  be  brought  before  the  Parlia- 
ment, to  judge  whether  it  was  treason  or  felony ;  but  then 
they  must  judge  by  the  laws  in  being ;  and  this  judgment 
was  not  in  the  Parliament  by  bill,  but  only  in. the  House 
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of  Lords.     Lord  Digby,  Mr.  Harley,  and  Colonel  Gran-    chap. 
ville,  spoke  to  the  same  purpose.     But  their  arguments  ^     ^'    . 
and  remonstrances  had  no  effect  upon  the  majority,  by     i«9«- 
whom  the  prisoner  was  devoted  to  destruction.    The  bill 
was  committed,  passed,  and  sent  up  to  the  House  of 
Lords,  where  it  produced  the  longest  and  warmest  de- 
bates  which  had  been  known   since   the  Restoration. 
Bishop  Burnet  signalized  his  zeal  for  the  government  by 
a  long  speech  in  favour  of  the  bill,  contradicting  some  of 
the  fundamental  maxims  which  he  had  formerly  avowed 
in  behalf  of  the  liberties  of  the  people.    At  length  it  was 
carried  by  a  majority  of  seven  voices ;  and  one-and-forty 
lords,  including  eight  prelates,  entered  a  protest,  couched 
in  the  strongest  terms,  against  the  decision. 

When  the  bill  received  the  royal  assent,  another  act  Sir  John 
of  the  like  nature  passed  against  Barclay,  Holmes,  and  beheaded? 
nine  other  conspirators  who  had  fled  from  justice,  in  case 
they  should  not  surrender  themselves  on  or  before  the 
twenty-fifth  day  of  March  next  ensuing.  Sir  John  Fen- 
wick  solicited  the  mediation  of  the  Lords  in  his  behalf, 
while  his  friends  implored  the  royal  mercy.  The  peers 
gave  him  to  understand,  that  the  success  of  his  suit  would 
depend  upon  the  fulness  of  his  discoveries.  He  would 
have  previously  stipulated  for  a  pardon ;  and  they  insisted 
upon  his  depending  on  their  favour.  He  hesitated  some 
time  between  the  fears  of  infamy  and  the  terrors  of  death, 
which  last  he  at  length  chose  to  undergo,  rather  than 
incur  the  disgraceful  character  of  an  informer.  He  was 
complimented  with  the  axe,  in  consideration  of  his  rank 
and  alliance  with  the  house  of  Howard,  and  suffered  on 
Tower-hill  with  great  composure.  In  the  paper  which 
he  delivered  to  the  sheriff,  he  took  God  to  witness,  that 
he  knew  not  of  the  intended  invasion,  until  it  was  the 
common  subject  of  discourse  ;  nor  was  he  engaged  in  any 
shape  for  the  service  of  King  James.  He  thanked  those 
noble  and  worthy  persons  who  had  opposed  his  attainder 
in  Parliament ;  protested  before  God,  that  the  informa- 
tion he  gave  to  the  ministry  he  had  received  in  letters 
and  messages  from  France;  and  observed  that  he  might 
have  expected  mercy  from  the  Prince  of  Orange,  as  he 
had  been  instrumental  in  saving  his  life,  by  preventing 
the  execution  of  a  design  which  had  been  formed  against 
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CHAP,   it ;  a  circumstance  which  in  all  probability  induced  the 
V      J. *  late  conspirators  to  conceal  their  purpose  of  assassination 

1696.  £j.^jjj  j^jg  knowledge.     He  professed  his  loyalty  to  King 
James,  and  prayed  Heaven  for  his  speedy  restoration. 

1697.  While  Fenwick's  afiair  was  in  agitation,  the  Earl  of 
Monmouth  Moumoutli  had  set  on  foot  some  practices  against  the 
sent  to  the  Dukc  of  Shrewsbury.     One  Matthew  Smith,  nephew  to 

Sir  William  Perkins,  had  been  entertained  as  a  spy  by 
this  nobleman,  who  finding  his  intelligence  of  very  little 
use  or  importance,  dismissed  him  as  a  troublesome  de- 
pendant. Then  he  had  recourse  to  the  Earl  of  Mon- 
mouth, into  whom  he  infused  unfarourable  sentiments 
of  the  duke ;  insinuating,  that  he  had  made  great  dis- 
coveries, which,  from  sinister  motives,  were  suppressed. 
Monmouth  communicated  those  impressions  to  the  Earl 
of  Portland,  who  enlisted  Smith  as  one  of  hisintelligencers. 
Copies  of  the  letters  he  had  sent  to  the  Duke  of  Shrevra- 
bury  were  delivered  to  Secretary  Trumball,  sealed  up  for 
the  perusal  of  his  majesty  at  his  return  from  Flanders. 
When  Fenwick  mentioned  the  Duke  of  Shrewsbury  in 
his  discoveries,  the  Earl  of  Monmouth  resolved  to  seize 
the  opportunity  of  ruining  that  nobleman.  He,  by  the 
channel  of  the  Duchess  of  Norfolk,  exhorted  Lady  Fen* 
wick  to  prevail  upon  her  husband  to  persist  in  his  accu- 
sation, and  even  dictated  a  paper  of  directions.  Fenwick 
rejected  the  proposal  with  disdain,  as  a  scandalous  eon- 
trivance ;  and  Monmouth  v^as  so  incensed  at  his  refusal, 
that  when  the  bill  of  attainder  appeared  in  the  House  of 
Lords,  he  spoke  in  favour  of  it  with  peculiar  vehemence. 
Lady  Fenwick,  provoked  at  this  cruel  outrage,  prevailed 
upon  her  nephew,  the  Earl  of  Carlisle,  to  move  the  House 
that  Sir  John  might  be  examined  touching  any  advices 
that  had  been  sent  to  him,  with  relation  to  his  discoveries. 
Fenwick  being  interrogated  accordingly,  gave  an  account 
of  all  the  particulars  of  Monmouth's  scheme,  which  was 
calculated  to  ruin  the  Duke  of  Shrewsbury,  by  bringing 
Smith's  lettei*s  on  the  carpet.  The  Duchess  of  Norfolk 
and  a  confidant  were  examined,  and  confirmed  the  detec- 
tion. The  House  called  for  Smith's  letters,  which  were 
produced  by  Sir  William  Trumball.  The  Earl  of  Mon- 
mouth was  committed  to  the  Tower,  and  dismissed  from 
all  his  employments.     He  was  released,  however,  at  the 
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end  of  the  session ;  and  the  court  liiade  up  all  his  \6iiS&^  in    cHAP. 
private,  lest  he  should  be  tempted  to  join  the  oppositiori.  ^  -  -^'    . 

The  whigs,  before  they  were  glutted  with  the  saert-     *^- 
fice  of  Fen  wick,  had  determined  to  let  loose  theii^  venge-  i^to^S- 
ance  upon  Sir  George  Rooke,  who  was  a  leader  iti  the  ^^""^^ 
opposite  interest.     Sir  Cloudesl^iy  Shovel  had  been  sent  ^  ^^ 
with  a  squadron  to  look  into  Brest,  where,  acicordiftg  to 
the  intelligence  which  the  government  had  received,  the 
French  were  employed  in  preparing  for  a  descelit  upon 
England :  but  this  information  was  false.     They  were 
busy  in  equipping  an  armament  fot  the  West  Indies, 
under  the  command  of  M.  Pointis^  who  actually  sailed  to 
the  coast  of  New  Spain,  and  took  the  city  of  Carthagenii. 
Rooke  had  been  ordered  to  intercept  the  Toulon  squa- 
dron in  its  way  to  Brest ;  but  his  endeavours  misciarried. 
The  Commons,  in  a  committee  of  the  whole  Hotse,  re- 
solved to  inquire  why  this  fleet  was  not  intercepted ; 
Rooke  underwent  a  long  examination,  and  was  obliged 
to  produce  his  journal,  orders,  and  letters.     Shovel  and 
Mitchel  were  likewise  examined  ;  but  nothing  appearing 
to  the  prejudice  of  the  admiral,  the  House  thought  proper 
to  desist  from  their  prosecution.     After  they  had  deter- 
mined on  the  fate  of  Fenwick,  they  proceeded  to  enact 
several  laws  for  regulating  the  domestic  economy  of  the 
nation :  among  others  they  passed  an  act  for  the  more  Burnet. 
effectual  relief  of  creditors,  in  cases  of  escape,  and  for  oiXuon. 
preventing  abuses  in  prisons  aftd  pretended  privileged  state 
places.    Ever  since  the  Reformation,  certain  places  in  and  Tkidai. 
about  the  city  of  London,  which  had  been  sanctuaries  ^p^. 
during  the  prevalence  of  the  popish  religion,  afforded  Admirals.^ 
asylums  to  debtors,  and  were  become  receptacles  of  des- 
perate persons,  who  presumed  to  set  the  law  at  defiance. 
One  of  these  places,  called  Whitefnars,  was  filled  with 
a  crew  of  rufiians,  who  every  day  committed  acts  of  vio- 
lence and  outrage ;  but  this  law  was  so  vigorously  put 
in  execution,  that  they  were  obliged  to  abandon  the  dis- 
trict, which  was  soon  filled  with  more  creditable  inhabit- 
ants.    On  the  sixteenth  day  of  April,  the  king  closed  the 
session  with  a  short  speech,  thanking  the  Parliament  for 
the  great  supplies  they  had  so  cheerfully  granted,  and 
expressing  his  satisfaction  at  the  measures  they  had  taken 
for  retrieving  the  public  credit.     Before  he  quitted  the 
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CHAP,  kingdom,  he  ventured  to  produce  upon  the  scene  the 
.  y*  .  Earl  of  Sunderland,  who  had  hitherto  prompted  his  coun- 
1697.  cils  behind  the  curtain.  That  politician  was  now  sworn 
of  the  privy-council,  and  gratified  with  the  oflSce  of  lord- 
chamberlain,  which  had  been  resigned  by  the  Earl  of 
Dorset,  a  nobleman  of  elegant  talents  and  invincible  in- 
dolence ;  severe  and  poignant  in  his  writings  and  remarks 
upon  mankind  in  general,  but  humane,  good-natured,  and 
generous  to  excess,  in  his  commerce  with  individuals. 
Negotia-  William  having  made  some  promotions*,  and  appointed 
Ryswick.  *  regency,  embarked  on  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  April 
for  Holland,  that  he  might  be  at  hand  to  manage  the  ne- 
gotiation for  a  general  peace.  By  this  time  the  prelimi- 
naries were  settled  between  Callieres,  the  French  minis- 
*ter,  and  Mr.  Dykveldt,  in  behalf  of  the  States-General, 
who  resolved,  in  consequence  of  the  concessions  made  by 
France,  that,  in  concert  with  their  allies,  the  mediation 
of  Sweden  might  be  accepted.  The  emperor  and  the 
court  of  Spain,  however,  were  not  satisfied  with  those 
concessions ;  yet  his  imperial  majesty  declared  he  would 
embrace  the  proffered  mediation,  provided  the  treaty  of 
Westphalia  should  be  re-established ;  and  provided  the 
King  of  Sweden  would  engage  to  join  his  troops  with 
those  of  the  allies,  in  case  France  should  break  through 
this  stipulation.  This  proposal  being  delivered,  the 
ministers  of  England  and  Holland  at  Vienna  presented  a 
joint  memorial,  pressing  his  imperial  majesty  to  accept 
the  mediation  without  reserve,  and  name  a  place  at  which 
the  congress  might  be  opened.  The  emperor  complied 
with  reluctance.  On  the  fourteenth  day  of  February,  all 
the  ministers  of  the  allies,*except  the  ambassador  of  Spain, 
agreed  to  the  proposal.;  and  next  day  signifi^ed  their  assent 
in  form  to  M.  Lillienroot,  the  Swedish  plenipotentiary. 
Spain  demanded  as  a  preliminary,  that  France  should 
agree  to  restore  all  the  places  mentioned  in  a  long  list, 
which  the  minister  of  that  crown  presented  to  the  as- 
sembly. The  emperor  proposed,  that  the  congress  should 
be  held  at  Aix-la-Chapelle,  or  Franckfort,  or  some  other 

«  Somers  was  created  a  baron,  and  appointed  Lord  Chancellor  of  England : 
Admiral  Russel  was  dignified  with  the  title  of  Earl  of  Orford.  In  February  the 
Earl  of  Aylesbury,  who  had  been  committed  on  account  of  the  conspiracy,  was  re- 
leased upon  bail ;  but  this  privilege  was  denied  to  Lord  Montgomery,  who  had 
been  imprisoned  in  Newgate  on  the  same  account. 


WILLIAM.  265 

town  in  Germany.     The  other  allies  were  more  disposed    chap. 

to  negotiate  in  Holland.     At  length  the  French  king  n .^ » 

suggested,  that  no  place  would  be  more  proper  than  a  ^®^^* 
palace  belonging  to  King  William,  called  Newbourg- 
house,  situated  between  the  Hague  and  Delft,  close  to 
the  village  of  Ryswick ;  and  to  this  proposition  the  minis- 
ters agreed.  Those  of  England  were  the  Earl  of  Pembroke, 
a  virtuous,  learned,  and  popular  nobleman,  the  Lord 
Villiers,  and  Sir  Joseph  Williamson :  France  sent  Harley 
and  Crecy  to  the  assistance  of  Callieres.  Louis  was  not 
only  tired  of  the  war,  on  account  of  the  misery  in  which 
it  had  involved  his  kingdom ;  but,  in  desiring  a  peace, 
he  was  actuated  by  another  motive..  The  King  of  Spain 
had  been  for  some  time  in  a  very  ill  state  of  health,  and 
the  French  monarch  had  an  eye  to  the  succession.  This 
aim  could  not  be  accomplished  while  the  confederacy 
subsisted ;  therefore  he  eagerly  sought  a  peace  that  he 
might  at  once  turn  his  whole  power  against  Spain,  as  soon 
as  Charles  should  expire.  The  emperor  harboured  the 
same  design  upon  the  Spanish  crown,  and  for  that  reason 
interested  himself  in  the  continuance  of  the  grand  alli- 
ance. Besides,  he  foresaw  he  should  in  a  little  time  be 
able  to  act  against  France  with  an  augmented  force.  The 
Czar  of  Muscovy  had  engaged  to  find  employment  for 
the  Turks  and  Tartars.  He  intended  to  raise  the  Elector 
of  Saxony  to  the  throne  of  Poland ;  and  he  had  made 
some  progress  in  a  negotiation  with  the  circles  of  the 
Rhine  for  a  considerable  body  of  auxiliary  troops.  The 
Dutch  had  no  other  view  but  that  of  securing  a  barrier 
in  the  Netherlands.  King  William  insisted  upon  the 
French  king's  acknowledging  his  title ;  and  the  English 
nation  wished  for  nothing  so  much  as  the  end  of  a  ruinous 
war.  On  the  tenth  day  of  February,  Callieres,  in  the 
name  of  his  master,  agreed  to  the  following  preliminaries : 
that  the  treaties  of  Westphalia  and  Nimeguen  should  be 
the  basis  of  this  negotiation  ;  that  Strasbourg  should  be 
restored  to  the  empire,  and  Luxembourg  to  the  Spaniards, 
together  with  Mons,  Charleroy,  and  all  places  taken  by 
the  French  in  Catalonia  since  the  treaty  of  Nimeguen ; 
that  Dinant  should  be  ceded  to  the  Bishop  of  Liege, 
and  all  reunion  since  the  treaty  of  Nimeguen  be  made 
void ;  that  the  French  king  should  make  restitution  of 
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CHAP.  Lorraine,  and  upon  conclusion  of  the  peace,  acknowledge 
v_^^l_^  the  Prince  of  Orange  as  King  of  Great  Britain,  witboaf 
1697.  condition  or  reserve.  The  conferences  were  intentipted 
by  the  death  of  Charles  XI.  King  of  Sweden,  who  wa^ 
succeeded  by  his  son  Charles,  then  a  minor:  but  the 
queen  and  five  senators,  whom  the  late  king  had  by  will 
appointed  administrators  of  the  government,  resolved  to 
pursue  the  mediation,  and  sent  a  new  commission  to 
Lillienroot  for  that  purpose.  The  ceremonials  being  re- 
gulated with  the  consent  of  all  parties,  the  plenipotenti- 
aries of  the  emperor  delivered  their  master's  demands  to 
the  mediator,  on  the  twentynsecond  day  of  May,  and 
several  German  ministers  gave  in  the  pretensions  of  the 
respective  princes  whom  they  represented. 
The^n^J*  Meanwhile,  the  French  king,  in  the  hope  of  procuring 
lona.  more  favourable  terms,  resolved  to  make  his  last  eflFort 
against  the  Spaniards  in  Catalonia  and  in  the  Nether- 
lands, and  to  elevate  the  Prince  of  Conti  to  the  throne 
of  Poland ;  an  event  which  would  have  greatly  improved 
the  interest  of  France  in  Europe.  Louis  had  got  the  start 
of  the  confederates  in  Flanders,  and  sent  thither  a  very 
numerous  army,  commanded  by  Catinat,  Villeroy,  and 
Boufflers.  The  campaign  was  opened  virith  the  siege  of 
Aeth,  which  was  no  sooner  invested,  than  King  William, 
having  recovered  of  an  indisposition,  took  the  field,  and 
had  an  interview  with  the  Duke  of  Bavaria,  who  com-' 
manded  a  separate  body.  He  did  not  think  proper  to 
interrupt  the  enemy  in  their  operations  before  Aeth, 
which  surrendered  in  a  few  days  after  the  trenches  were 
opened  ;  but  contented  himself  with  taking  possession  of 
an  advantageous  camp,  where  he  covered  Brussels,  which 
Villeroy  and  BouflSers  had  determined  to  besiege.  In 
Catalonia,  the  Duke  of  Vendome  invested  Barcelona,  in 
which  there  was  a  garrison  of  ten  thousand  regular 
soldiers,  besides  five  thousand  burghers,  who  had  volun- 
tarily taken  arms  on  this  occasion.  The  governor  of 
the  place  was  the  Prince  of  Hesse  d'Armstadt,  who  had 
served  in  Ireland,  and  been  vested  with  the  command  of 
the  imperial  troops  which  were  sent  into  Spain.  The 
French  general  being  reinforced  from  Provence  and  Lan- 
guedoc,  carried  on  his  approaches  with  surprising  impe- 
tuosity ;  and  was  repulsed  in  several  attacks  by  the  valour 
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of  the  defendants.  At  length  the  enemy  surprised  and  chap. 
routed  the  viceroy  of  Catalonia ;  and,  flushed  with  this  «  ^'  ' 
victory,  stormed  the  outworks,  which  had  been  long  bat-  ^^^^• 
tered  with  their  cannon.  The  dispute  was  very  bloody 
and  obstinate ;  but  the  French,  by  dint  of  numbers,  made 
themselves  masters  of  the  covered  way  and  two  bastions. 
There  they  erected  batteries  of  cannon  and  mortars,  and 
fired  furiously  on  the  town,  which,  however,  the  Prince 
of  Hesse  resolved  to  defend  to  the  last  extremity.  The 
court  of  Madrid,  however,  unwilling  to  see  the  place 
entirely  ruined,  as  in  all  probability  it  would  be  restored 
at  the  peace,  despatched  an  order  to  the  prince  to  capi- 
tulate; and  he  obtained  very  honourable  terms,  after 
having  made  a  glorious  defence  for  nine  weeks ;  in  con- 
sideration of  which  he  was  appointed  viceroy  of  the  pro- 
vince. France  was  no  sooner  in  possession  of  this  im- 
portant place,  than  the  Spaniards  became  as  eager  for 
peace  as  they  had  been  before  averse  to  a  negotiation. 

Their  impatience  was  not  a  little  inflamed  by  the  suc^  Fruitless 
cess  of  Pointis  in  America,  where  he  took  Carthagena,  of  Adm^^na 
in  which  he  found  a  booty  amounting^  to  eiffht  millions  Nevii  to 

V  ^J  ^J  1  TIT        A 

*of  crowns.  Having  ruined  the  fortifications  of  the  place,  indies^ 
and  received  advice  that  an  English  squadron  under 
Admiral  Nevil  had  arrived  in  the  West  Indies,  vnth  a 
design  to  attack  him  in  his  return,  he  bore  away  for  the 
straits  of  Bahama.  On  the  twenty-second  day  of  May 
he  fell  in  with  the  English  fleet,  and  one  of  his  fly-boats 
was  taken ;  but  such  was  his  dexterity,  or  good  fortune, 
that  he  escaped,  after  having  been  pursued  five  days, 
during  which  the  English  and  Dutch  rear-admirals  sprang 
their  fore-topmasts,  and  received  other  damage,  so  that 
they  could  not  proceed.  Then  Nevil  steered  to  Cartha- 
gena, which  he  found  quite  abandoned  by  the  inhabitants, 
who,  after  the  departure  of  Pointis,  had  been  rifled  a 
second  time  by  the  buccaneers,  on  pretence  that  they 
had  been  defrauded  of  their  share  of  the  plunder.  This 
was  really  the  case ;  they  had  in  a  great  measure  contri- 
buted to  the  success  of  Pointis,  and  were  very  ill  re- 
warded. In  a  few  days  the  English  admiral  discovered 
eight  sail  of  their  ships,  two  of  which  were  forced  on 
shore  and  destroyed,  two  taken,  and  the  rest  escaped. 
Then  he  directed  his  course  to  Jamaica,  and,  by  the  ad- 
vice of  the  governor,  Sir  William  Beeston,  detached 
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CHAP.  Rear-Admiral  Meeze  with  some  ships  and  forces  to  at- 
y^-J!^L^  tack  Petit-Guavas,whichhe  accordiDgly  surprised, burned, 
1697.  an(j  reduced  to  ashes.  After  this  small  expedition,  Nevil 
proceeded  to  the  Havannah,  on  purpose  to  take  the  gal- 
leons under  his  convoy  for  Europe,  according  to  the 
instructions  he  had  received  from  the  king;  but  the 
governor  of  the  place,  and  the  general  of  the  plate-fleet, 
suspecting  such  an  offer,  would  neither  suffer  him  to 
enter  the  harbour,  nor  put  the  galleons  under  his  pro- 
tection. He  now  sailed  through  the  gulf  of  Florida  to 
Virginia,  where  he  died  of  chagrin,  and  the  command  of 
the  fleet  devolved  on  Captain  Dilkes,  who  arrived  in 
England  on  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  October,  with  a 
shattered  squadron,  half  manned,  to  the  unspeakable 
mortification  of  the  people,  who  flattered  themselves  with 
the  hopes  of  wealth  and  glory  from  this  expedition. 
Pointis,  steering  to  the  banks  of  Newfoundland,  entered 
the  bay  of  Conceptione,  at  a  time  when  a  stout  English 
squadron,  commanded  by  Commodore  Norris,  lay  at  an- 
chor in  the  bay  of  St.  John.  This  officer  being  informed 
of  the  arrival  of  a  French  fleet,  at  first  concluded  that 
it  was  the  squadron  of  M.  Nesmond  come  to  attack  him,' 
and  exerted  his  utmost  endeavours  to  put  the  place  in  a 
posture  of  defence ;  but,  afterwards,  understanding  that 
it  was  Pointis  returning  with  the  spoil  of  Carthagena,  he 
called  a  council  of  war,  and  proposed  to  go  immediately 
in  quest  of  the  enemy.  He  was,  however,  overruled  by 
a  majority,  who  gave  it  as  their  opinion  that  they  should 
remain  where  they  were,  without  running  unnecessary 
hazard.  By  virtue  of  this  scandalous  determination, 
Pointis  was  permitted  to  proceed  on  his  voyage  to 
Europe ;  but  he  had  not  yet  escaped  every  danger.  On 
the  fourteenth  day  of  August  he  fell  in  with  a  squadron 
under  the  command  of  Captain  Harlow,  by  whom  he 
was  boldly  engaged,  till  night  parted  the  combatants. 
He  was  pursued  next  day ;  but  his  ships  sailing  better 
than  those  of  Harlow,  he  accomplished  his  escape,  and 
on  the  morrow  entered  the  harbour  of  Brest.  That  his 
ships,  which  were  foul,  should  outsail  the  English  squa- 
dron, which  had  just  put  to  sea,  was  a  mystery  which  the 
people  of  England  could  not  explain.  They  com- 
plained of  having  been  betrayed  through  the  whole 
course  of  the  .West  Indian  expedition.    The  king  owned 
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he  did  not  understand  marine  aflfetirs,  the  entire  conduct    chap. 
of  which  he  abandoned  to  Russel,  who  became  proud, .     ^'    . 
arbitrary,  and  unpopular,  and  was  supposed  to  be  betrayed      ^^oy. 
by  his  dependants.    Certain  it  is,  the  service  was  greatly 
obstructed  by  faction  among  the  officers,  which  with  re- 
spect to  the  nation  had  all  the  effects  of  treachery  and 
misconduct. 

The  success  of  the  French  in  Catalonia,  Flanders,  and  TheEiector 
the  West  Indies,  was  balanced  by  their  disappointment  fg  cho^n^ 
in  Poland.  Louis,  encouraged  by  the  remonstrances  of  ^^!?Kof 
the  Abbe  de  Polignac,  who  managed  the  affairs  of  France 
in  that  kingdom,  resolved  to  support  the  Prince  of  Conti 
as  a  candidate  for  the  crown,  and  remitted  great  sums  of 
money,  which  were  distributed  among  the  Polish  no- 
bility. The  emperor  had  at  first  declared  for  the  son  of 
the  late  king;  but  finding  the  French  party  too  strong 
for  this  competitor,  he  entered  into  a  negotiation  with 
the  Elector  of  Saxony,  who  agreed  to  change  his  religion, 
to  distribute  eight  millions  of  florins  among  the  Poles, 
to  confirm  their  privileges,  and  advance  with  his  troops 
to  the  frontiers  of  that  kingdom.  Having  performed 
these  articles,  he  declared  himself  a  candidate,  and  was 
publicly  espoused  by  the  imperialists.  The  Duke  of 
Lorraine,  the  Prince  of  Baden,  and  Don  Livio  Odeschal- 
chi,  nephew  to  Pope  Innocent,  were  likewise  com- 
petitors; but  finding  their  interest  insufficient,  they 
united  their  influence  with  that  of  the  elector,  who  was 
proclaimed  King  of  Poland.  He  forthwith  took  the 
oath  required,  procured  an  attestation  from  the  imperial 
court  of  his  having  changed  his  religion,  and  marched 
with  his  army  to  Cracow,  where  he  was  crowned  with 
the  usual  solemnity.  Louis  persisted  in  maintaining 
the  pretensions  of  the  Prince  of  Conti,  and  equipped  a 
fleet  at  Dunkirk  for  his  convoy  to  Dantzick  in  his  way 
to  Poland.  But  the  magistrates  of  that  city,  who  had 
declared  for  the  new  king,  would  not  suffer  his  men  to 
land,  though  they  offered  to  admit  himself  with  a  small 
retinue.  He,  therefore,  went  on  shore  at  Marienburgh, 
where  he  was  met  by  some  chiefs  of  his  own  party ;  but 
the  new  king  Augustus  acted  with  such  vigilance,  that 
he  found  it  impracticable  to  form  an  army ;  besides,  he 
suspected  the  fidelity  of  his  own  Polish  partisans ;  he. 
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CHAP,    therefore,  refused  to  part  with   the  treasure  he  had 
.     ^'    ,  brought,  and  in  the  beginning  of  winter  returned  to 

1697.  Dunkirk. 
Peter  the  The  establishment  of  Augustus  on  the  throne  of  Po- 
Czar  of  iajj(j  ^08  in  somo  measure  owinff  to  the  conduct  of  Peter 
travels  in  the  Czar  of  Muscovy,  who,  having  formed  great  designs 
tHh^hia  against  the  Ottoman  Porte,  was  very  unwilling  to  see 
own  am-  the  crown  of  Poland  possessed  by  a  partisan  of  France, 
bassadors.  ^ijjd^  y^rag  in  alliance  with  the  grand  signor.  He,  there- 
fore, interested  himself  warmly  in  the  dispute,  and 
ordered  his  general  to  assemble  an  army  on  the  frontiers 
of  Lithuania,  which,  by  overawing  the  Poles  that  were 
in  the  interest  of  the  Prince  of  Conti,  considerably  in- 
fluenced the  election.  This  extraordinary  legislator,  who 
was  a  strange  compound  of  heroism  and  barbarity,  con- 
scious of  the  defects  in  his  education,  and  of  the  gross 
ignorance  that  overspread  his  dominions,  resolved  to  ex- 
tend his  ideas,  and  improve  his  judgment,  by  travelling; 
and,  that  he  might  be  the  less  restricted  by  forms,  or  in- 
terrupted by  officious  curiosity,  he  determined  to  travel 
in  disguise.  He  was  extremely  ambitious  of  becoming 
a  maritime  power,  and  in  particular  of  maintaining  a  fleet 
in  the  Black  Sea ;  and  his  immediate  aim  was  to  learn 
the  principles  of  ship-building.  He  appointed  an  em- 
bassy for  Holland,  to  regulate  some  points  of  commerce 
with  the  States-General.  Having  entrusted  the  care  of 
his  dominions  to  persons  in  whom  he  could  confide,  he 
now  disguised  himself,  and  travelled  as  one  of  their  re- 
tinue. He  first  disclosed  himself  to  the  Elector  of 
Brandenburgh  in  Prussia,  and  afterwards  to  King  Wil- 
liam, with  whom  he  conferred  in  private  at  Utrecht.  He 
engaged  himself  as  a  common  labourer  with  a  ship-car- 
penter in  Holland,  whom  he  served  for  some  months 
with  wonderful  patience  and  assiduity.  He  afterwards 
visited  England,  where  he  amused  himself  chiefly  with 
the  same  kind  of  occupation.  From  thence  he  set  out 
for  Vienna,  where  receiving  advices  from  his  dominions 
that  his  sister  was  concerned  in  managing  intrigues  against 
his  government,  he  returned  suddenly  to  Moscow,  and 
found  the  machinations  of  the  conspirators  were  already 
baffled  by  the  vigilance  and  fidelity  of  the  foreigners  to 
whom  he  had  left  the  care  of  the  administration.     His 
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savage  nature,  however,  broke  out  upon  tliis  occasion :    chap. 
he  ordered  some  hundreds  to  be  banged  all  round  his  v«_^^:_^ 
capital ;  and  a  good  number  were  beheaded,  he  himself     ^^' 
with  his  own  hand  performing  the  office  of  executioner. 

The  negotiations  at  Ryswick  proceeded  very  slowly  Proceed- 
for  some  time.  The  imperial  minister  demanded,  that  TOSpws^at 
France  should  make  restitution  of  all  the  places  and  Ryswick. 
dominions  she  had  wrested  from  the  empire  since  the 
peace  of  Munster,  whether  by  force  of  arms  or  pretence 
of  right.  The  Spaniards  claimed  all  they  could  demand 
by  virtue  of  the  peace  of  Nimeguen  and  the  treaty  of 
the  Pyrenees.  The  French  affirmed,  that  if  the  prelimi- 
naries offered  by  Callieres  were  accepted,  these  proposi- 
tions could  not  be  taken  into  consideration.  The  impe- 
rialists persisted  in  demanding  a  circumstantial  answer, 
article  by  article.  The  Spaniards  insisted  upon  the  same 
manner  of  proceeding,  and  called  upon  the  mediator  and 
Dutch  ministers  to  support  their  pretensions.  The  pleni- 
potentiaries of  France  declared  they  would  not  admit 
any  demand  or  proposition  contrary  to  the  preliminary 
articles ;  but  were  willing  to  deliver  in  a  project  of  peace, 
in  order  to  shorten  the  negotiations,  and  the  Spanish 
ambassadors  consented  to  this  expedient.  During  these 
transactions,  the  Earl  of  Portland  held  a  conference  with 
Mareschal  Boufflers,  near  Halle,  in  sight  of  the  two  op- 
posite armies,  which  was  continued  in  five  successive 
meetings.  On  the  second  day  of  August  they  retired 
together  to  a  house  in  the  suburbs  of  Halle,  and  mutually 
signed  a  paper,  in  which  the  principal  articles  of  the 
peace  between  France  and  England  were  adjusted.  Next 
day  King  William  quitted  the  camp,  and  retired  to  his 
house  at  Loo,  confident  of  having  taken  such  measures 
for  a  pacification  as  could  not  be  disappointed.  The  sub- 
ject of  this  field  negotiation  is  said  to  have  turned  upon 
the  interest  of  King  James,  which  the  French  monarch 
promised  to  abandon :  others  however  suppose  that  the 
first  foundation  of  the  partition  treaty  was  laid  in  this 
conference.  But,  in  all  probability,  William's  sole  aim 
was  to  put  an  end  to  an  expensive  and  unsuccessful  war, 
which  had  rendered  him  very  unpopular  in  his  own  do- 
minions, and  to  obtain  from  the  court  of  France  an 
acknowledgment  of  his  title,  which  had  since  the  queen's 
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CHAP,    death  become  the  subject  of  dispute.     He  perceived  the 

^j ,  emperor's  backwarduess  towards  a  pacification,  and  fore- 

1697.  saw  numberless  difficulties  in  discussing  such  a  complica- 
tion of  interests  by  the  common  method  of  treating ;  he, 
therefore,  chose  such  a  step  as  he  thought  would  alarm 
the  jealousy  of  the  allies,  and  quicken  the  negotiation  at 
Ryswick.  Before  the  congress  was  opened,  King  James 
had  published  two  manifestoes,  addressed  to  the  Catho- 
lic and  Protestant  princes  of  the  confederacy,  represent- 
ing his  wrongs,  and  craving  redress;  but  his  remon- 
strances being  altogether  disregarded,  he  afterwards 
issued  a  third  declaration,  solemnly  protesting  against  all 
that  might  or  should  be  negotiated,  regulated,  or  stipu- 
lated with  the  usurper  of  his  realms,  as  being  void  of  all 
rightful  and  lawful  authority.  On  the  twentieth  day  of 
July  the  French  ambassadors  produced  their  project  of 
a  general  peace,  declaring  at  the  same  time,  that,  should 
it  not  be  accepted  before  the  last  day  of  August,  France 
would  not  hold  herself  bound  for  the  conditions  she  now 
offered  ;  but  Caunitz,  the  emperor's  plenipotentiary,  pro- 
tested he  would  pay  no  regard  to  this  limitation.  On 
the  thirtieth  of  August,  however,  he  delivered  to  the 
mediators  an  ultimatum,  importing,  that  he  adhered  to 
the  treaties  of  Westphalia  and  Nimeguen,  and  accepted 
of  Strasbourg  with  its  appurtenances ;  that  he  insisted 
upon  the  restitution  of  Lorraine  to  the  prince  of  that 
name ;  and  demanded  that  the  church  and  chapter  of 
Liege  should  be  re-established  in  the  possession  of  their 
incontestable  rights.  Next  day  the  French  plenipoten- 
tiaries declared,  that  the  month  of  August  being  now 
expired,  all  their  offers  were  vacated:  that,  therefore, 
the  King  of  France  would  reserve  Strasbourg,  and  unite 
it,  with  its  dependencies,  to  his  crown  for  ever ;  that  in 
other  respects  he  would  adhere  to  the  project,  and  re- 
store Barcelona  to  the  crovm  of  Spain ;  but  that  these 
terms  must  be  accepted  in  twenty  days,  otherwise  he 
should  think  himself  at  liberty  to  recede.  The  ministers 
of  the  electors  and  princes  of  the  empire  joined  in  a 
written  remonstrance  to  the  Spanish  plenipotentiaries, 
representing  the  inconveniences  and  dangers  that  would 
accrue  to  the  Germanic  body  from  France's  being  in 
possession  of  Luxembourg,  and  exhorting  them  in  the 
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strongest  terms  to  reject  all  offers  of  an  equivalent  for 
that  province.  They  likewise  presented  another  to  the 
States-General,  requiring  them  to  continue  the  war,  ac- 
cording to  their  engagements,  until  France  should  have 
complied  with  the  preliminaries.  No  regard,  however, 
was  paid  to  either  of  these  addresses.  Then  the  imperial 
ambassadors  demanded  the  good  offices  of  the  mediator 
on  certain  articles :  but  all  that  he  could  obtain  of  France 
was,  that  the  term  for  adjusting  the  peace  between  her 
and  the  emperor  should  be  prolonged  till  the  first  day  of 
November,  and  in  the  mean  time  an  armistice  be  punc- 
tually observed.  Yet  even  these  concessions  were  made, 
on  condition  that  the  treaty  with  England,  Spain,  and 
Holland,  should  be  signed  on  that  day,  even  though  the 
emperor  and  empire  should  not  concur. 

Accordingly,  on  the  twentieth  day  of  September,  the  Theambas- 
articles  were  subscribed  by  the  Dutch,  English,  Spanish,  Engiwid^ 
and  French  ambassadors,  while  the  imperial  ministers  Spain,  and 
protested  against  the  transaction,  observing,  this  was  the  si^^e' 
second  time  that  a  separate  peace  had  been  concluded  t>^*y- 
with  France,  and  that  the  states  of  the  empire,  who  had 
been  imposed  upon  through  their  own  credulity,  would 
not  for  the  future  be  so  easily  persuaded  to  engage  in 
confederacies.  In  certain  preparatory  articles  settled 
between  England  and  France,  King  William  promised 
to  pay  a  yearly  pension  to  Queen  Mary  D'Este  of  fifty 
thousand  pounds,  or  such  sum  as  should  be  established 
for  that  purpose  by  act  of  Parliament.  The  treaty  itself 
consisted  of  seventeen  articles.  The  French  king  en- 
gaged that  he  would  not  disturb  or  disquiet  the  King  of 
Great  Britain  in  the  possession  of  his  realms  or  govern- 
ment; nor  assist  his  enemies,  nor  favour  conspiracies 
against  his  person.  This  obligation  was  reciprocal.  A 
free  commerce  was  restored.  Commissaries  were  ap- 
pointed to  meet  at  London,  and  settle  the  pretensions  of 
each  crown  to  Hudson's  Bay,  taken  by  the  French  during 
the  late  peace,  and  retaken  by  the  English  in  the  course 
of  the  war ;  and  to  regulate  the  limits  of  the  places  to  be 
restored,  as  well  as  the  exchanges  to  be  made.  It  was 
likewise  stipulated,  that,  in  case  of  a  rupture,  six  months 
should  be  allowed  to  the  subjects  of  each  power  for  re- 
moving their  effects :  that  the  separate  articles  of  the 
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CHAP,  treaty  of  Nimegaen,  relating  to  the  principality  of 
,  ^'  ,  Orange,  should  be  entirely  executed,  and,  that  the  ra- 
^^'  tifications  should  be  exchanged  in  three  weeks  from  the 
day  of  signing.  The  treaty  between  France  and  Hol- 
land imported  a  general  armistice,  a  perpetual  amity,  a 
mutual  restitution,  a  reciprocal  renunciation  of  all  pro- 
tensions  upon  each  other,  a  confirmation  of  the  peace 
with  Savoy,  a  re-establishment  of  the  treaty  concluded 
between  France  and  Brandenburgh,  in  the  year  one 
thousand  six  hundred  and  seventy-nine,  a  comprehension 
of  Sweden,  and  all  those  powers  that  should  be  named 
before  the  ratification,  or  in  six  months  after  the  con- 
clusion of  the  treaty.  Besides,  the  Dutch  ministers  con- 
cluded a  treaty  of  commerce  with  France,  which  was 
immediately  put  in  execution.  Spain  had  great  reason 
to  be  satisfied  with  the  pacification,  by  which  she  re- 
covered Gironne,  Roses,  Barcelona,  Luxembourg,  Charle- 
roy,  Mons,  Courtrai,  and  all  the  towns,  fortresses,  and 
territories  taken  by  the  French  in  the  province  of  Lux- 
embourg, Namur,  Brabant,  Flanders,  and  Hainault,  ex- 
cept eighty-two  towns  and  villages  claimed  by  the  French: 
this  dispute  was  left  to  the  decision  of  commissaries ;  or, 
in  case  they  should  not  agree,  to  the  determination  of 
the  States-General.  A  remonstrance  in  favour  of  the 
French  Protestant  refugees  in  England,  Holland,  and 
Germany,  was  delivered  by  the  Earl  of  Pembroke  to  the 
mediators,  in  the  name  of  the  Protestant  allies,  on  the 
day  that  preceded  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty ;  but  the 
French  plenipotentiaries  declared,  in  the  name  of  their 
master,  that  as  he  did  not  pretend  to  prescribe  rules  to 
King  William  about  the  English  subjects,  he  expected 
the  same  liberty  with  respect  to  his  ovirn.  No  other 
effort  was  made  in  behalf  of  those  conscientious  exiles: 
the  treaties  were  ratified,  and  the  peace  proclaimed  at 
Paris  and  London. 
A  general  The  omperor  still  held  out,  and  perhaps  was  encouraged 
pacifica-  j^  persevere  in  his  obstinacy  by  the  success  of  his  arms 
in  Hungary,  where  his  general.  Prince  Eugene  of  Savoy, 
obtained  a  complete  victory  at  Zenta  over  the  forces  of 
the  grand  signor,  who  commanded  his  army  in  person. 
In  this  battle,  which  was  fought  on  the  eleventh  day  of 
September,  the  grand  visir,  the  aga  of  the  janissaries. 
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seven-and-twenty  bashaws,  and  about  thirty  thousand  chap. 
men,  were  killed  or  drowned  in  the  river  liieysse ;  six  ^'  ' 
thousand  were  wounded  or  taken,  together  with  all  their  ^^^• 
artillery,  tents,  baggage,  provision,  and  ammunition,  the 
grand  signor  himself  escaping  with  difficulty:  a  victory 
.  the  more  glorious  and  acceptable,  as  the  Turks  had  a 
great  superiority  in  point  of  number,  and  as  the  im- 
perialists did  not  lose  a  thousand  men  during  the  whole 
action.  The  emperor,  perceiving  that  the  event  of  this 
battle  had  no  effect  in  retarding  the  treaty,  thought 
proper  to  make  use  of  the  armistice,  and  continue  the 
negotiation  after  the  forementioned  treaties  had  been 
signed.  This  was  likewise  the  case  with  the  princes  of 
the  empire ;  though  those  of  the  Protestant  persuasion 
complained  that  their  interest  was  neglected.  In  one  of 
the  articles  of  the  treaty,  it  was  stipulated,  that  in  the 
places  to  be  restored  by  France,  the  Roman  Catholic  re- 
ligion should  continue  as  it  had  been  re-established.  The 
ambassadors  of  the  Protestant  princes  joined  in  a  re- 
monstrance, demanding,  that  the  Lutheran  religion  should 
be  restored  in  those  places  where  it  had  formerly  pre- 
vailed ;  but  this  demand  was  rejected,  as  being  equally 
disagreeable  to  France  and  the  emperor.  Then  they 
refused  to  sign  the  treaty,  which  was  now  concluded 
between  France, .  the  emperor,  and  the  Catholic  princes 
of  the  empire.  By  this  pacification.  Tires,  the  Palar 
tinate,  and  Lorraine,  were  restored  to  their  respective 
owners.  The  countries  of  Spanheim  and  Veldentz,  toge- 
ther with  the  duchy  of  Deux  Ponts,  were  ceded  to  the 
King  of  Sweden.  Francis  Louis  Palatine  was  con- 
firmed in  the  electorate  of  Cologn  ;  and  Cardinal  Fur- 
stemberg  restored  to  all  his  rights  and  benefices.  The 
claims  of  the  Duchess  of  Orleans  upon  the  Palatinate 
were  referred  to  the  arbitration  of  France  and  the  em- 
peror ;  and  in  the  mean  time  the  Elector  Palatine  agreed 
to  supply  her  highness  with  an  annuity  of  one  hundred 
thousand  florins.  The  ministers  of  the  Protestant  princes 
published  a  formal  declaration  against  the  clause  relating 
to  religion,  and  afterwards  solemnly  protested  against  the 
manner  in  which  the  negotiation  had  been  conducted. 
Such  was  the  issue  of  a  long  and  bloody  war,  which 
had  drained  England  of  her  wealth  and  people,  almost 
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CHAP,  entirely  ruined  her  commerce,  debauched  her  morals,  by 
.  ^'  .  encouraging  venality  and  corruption,  and  entailed  upon 
1697.  her  the  curse  of  foreign  connexions,  as  well  as  a  national 
debt,  which  was  gradually  increased  to  an  intolerable 
burden.  After  all  the  blood  and  treasure  which  had 
been  expended,  William's  ambition  and  revenge  re- 
mained unsatisfied.  Nevertheless,  he  reaped  the  solid 
advantage  of  seeing  himself  firmly  established  on  the 
English  throne;  and  the  confederacy,  though  not  suc- 
cessful in  every  instance,  accomplished  their  great  aim 
of  putting  a  stop  to  the  encroachments  of  the  French 
monarch.  They  mortified  his  vanity,  they  humbled  his 
pride  and  arrogance,  and  compelled  him  to  disgorge  the 
acquisitions  which,  like  a  robber,  he  had  made  in  viola- 
tion of  public  faith,  justice,  and  humanity.  Had  the 
allies  been  true  to  one  another ;  had  they  acted  from 
genuine  zeal  for  the  common  interest  of  mankind ;  and 
prosecuted  with  vigour  the  plan  which  was  originally  con- 
certed, Louis  would  in  a  few  campaigns  have  been  re- 
duced to  the  most  abject  state  of  disgrace,  despondence, 
and  submission;  for  he  was  destitute  of  true  courage 
and  magnanimity.  King  William  having  finished  this 
important  transaction,  returned  to  England  about  the 
middle  of  November,  and  was  received  in  London 
amidst  the  acclamations  of  the  people,  who  now  again 
hailed  him  as  their  deliverer  from  a  war,  by  the  continu- 
ance of  which  they  must  have  been  infallibly  beggared. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

State  of  Parties.  —  Charactebs  of  the  Ministers.  —  The  Commons  reduce 
THE  Number  of  standing  Forces  to  Ten  Thousand. — The7  establish  the 
Civil  List  ;  and  assign  Funds  for  paying  the  national  Debts. — They  take 
Cognizance  of  fraudulent  Endorsements  of  Exchequer  Bills.  —  A  new 
East  India  Company  constituted  by  Act  of  Parliament.  —  Proceedings 
against  a  Book  written  by  William  Molineux  of  Dublin. — And  against 
certain  Smugglers  of  Alamodes  and  Lustrings  from  France. — Society  for 
the  Reformation  of  Manners. — The  Earl  of  Portland  resigns  his  Em- 
ployments. —  The  King  disowns  the  Scottish  trading  Company.  —  He  em- 
barks FOR  Holland. — First  Treaty  of  Partition. — Intrigues  of  France 
AT  THE  Court  of  Madrid. — King  William  is  thwarted  by  his  new  Par- 
liament.— He  is  obliged  to  send  away  his  Dutch  Guards. — The  Commons 

ADDRESS  the  KiNO  AGAINST  THE  PaPIBTS.  —  ThB    PARLIAMENT    PROROGUED. — 

The  Scottish  Company  make  a  Settlement  on  the  Isthmus  of  Darien — 
Which,  howeyer,  they  are  compelled  to  abandon. — Remonstrances  of  the 
Spanish  Court  against  the  Treaty  of  Partition. — The  Commons  persist  in 
their  Resolutions  to  mortify  the  King.  —  Inquiry  into  the  Expedition 
of  Captain  Kidd.  —  A  Motion  made  against  Burnet,  Bishop  of  Sarum. — 
Inquiry  into  the  Irish  Forfeitures. — The  Commons  pass  a  Bill  of  Re- 
sumption — And  a  severe  Bill  against  Papists. — The  old  East  India  Com- 
pany re-established.  —  Dangerous  Ferment  in  Scotland.  —  Lord  Somers 
dismissed  from  his  Employments. — Second  Treaty  of  Partition. — Death 
of  the  Duke  of  Gloucester. — The  King  sends  a  Fleet  into  the  Baltic, 
TO  THE  Assistance  of  the  Swedes. — The  second  Treaty  of  Partition  gene- 
rally DISAGREEABLE  TO  THB  EUROPEAN  PoWERS. — ThE  FrENCH  INTEREST  PRE- 
VAILS AT  THE  Court  of  Spain. — King  William  finds  Means  to  allay  the 
Heats  in  Scotland.  —  The  King  op  Spain  dies,  after  having  bequeathed 
HIS  Dominions  by  Will  to  the  Duke  of  Anjou.  —  The  French  King's 
Apology  for  accepting  the  Will.  —  The  States-General  own  Philip  as 
King  of  Spain. — A  new  Ministry  and  a  new  Parliament. — The  Commons 

UNPROPITIOUS  TO  THE  CoURT.  —  ThE   LoRDS  ARE    MORE  CONDESCENDING.  —  An 

intercepted  Letter  from  the  Earl  of  Milfort  to  his  Brother.  —  Suc- 
cession OF  the  Crown  settled  upon  the  Princess  Sophia,  Electress- 
DowAGER  OF  Hanover,  and  the  Protestant  Heirs  of  her  Body.  —  The 
Duchess  of  Savoy  protests  against  this  Act.  —  Ineffectual  Negotiation 
WITH  France. —  Severe  Addresses  from  both  Houses  in  relation  to  the 
Partition  Treaty.  —  William  is  obliged  to  acknowledge  the  King  of 
Spain. — The  two  Houses  seem  to  enter  into  the  King's  Measures.^The 
Commons  resolve  to  wreak  their  Vengeance  on  the  Old  Ministry. — The 
Earls  of  Portland  and  Oxford,  the  Lords  Somers  and  Halifax,  are 
impeached.  —  Disputes  between  the  two  Houses.  —  The  House  of  Peers 

ACQUITS   the   impeached   LoRDS. — PETITION   OF    KeNT.  —  FAVOURABLE   END   OF 

THE  Session. — Progress  of  Prince  Eugene  in  Italy. — Sketch  of  the  Situa- 
tion OF  Affairs  in  Europe.  —  Treaty  of  Alliance  between  the  Emperor 

AND  THE  maritime  PoWERS. —  DeaTH  OF  KiNG  JaMES. —  ThE  FrENCH  KiNG 
OWNS  THE  pretended   PrINCE  OF   WaLES   AS  KiNG  OF   ENGLAND. —  ADDRESSES 

TO  King  William  on  that  subject.  —  New  Parliament.  — The  King's  last 
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Speech  to  both  Houses  beceiyed  with  great  Applause. — Great  Harmony 

BETWEEN  THE   KiNO  AND   PARLIAMENT. — ThE  TWO   HoUSES  PASS  THE  BiLL  FOR 

Abjuration. — The  Lower  House  justifies  the  Proceedings  of  the  CJom- 

MONS  in  the  preceding  PARLIAMENT. — AFFAIRS  OF  IRELAND. — ThE  KiNG  RE- 
COMMENDS AN  Union  of  the  two  Kingdoms. — He  falls  from  his  Horse. — 
His  Death — and  Character. 

CHAP.    When  the  king  opened  the  session  of  Parliament  on  the 
^ — -,,-! » third  day  of  December,  he  told  them  the  war  was  brought 

state  of*     *^  ^^®  ®^^  ^^^y  ^^^  proposed,  namely,  an  honourable  peace. 

parties.  He  gavc  them  to  understand  there  was  a  considerable 
debt  on  account  of  the  fleet  and  army :  that  the  revenues 
of  the  crown  had  been  anticipated :  he  expressed  his  hope 
that  they  would  provide  for  him  during  his  life,  in  such 
a  manner  as  would  conduce  to  his  own  honour  and  that 
of  the  government.  He  recommended  the  maintenance 
of  a  considerable  navy ;  and  gave  it  as  his  opinion,  that 
for  the  present  England  could  not  be  safe  without  a  stand- 
ing army.  He  promised  to  rectify  such  corruptions  and 
abuses  as  might  have  crept  into  any  part  of  the  adminis- 
tration during  the  war;  and  effectually  to  discourage 
profaneness  and  immorality.  Finally,  he  assured  theni, 
that  as  he  had  rescued  their  religion,  laws,  and  liberties, 
when  they  were  in  the  extremest  danger,  so  he  should 
place  the  glory  of  his  reign  in  preserving  and  leaving  them 
entire  to  latest  posterity.  To  this  speech  the  Commons 
replied  in  an  address  by  a  compliment  of  congratulation 
upon  the  peace,  and  an  assurance,  that  they  would  be  ever 
ready  to  assist  and  support  his  majesty,  who  had  confirmed 
them  in  the  quiet  possession  of  their  rights  and  liberties, 
and,  by  putting  an  end  to  the  war,  fully  completed  the 
work  of  their  deliverance.  Notwithstanding  these  ap- 
pearances of  good  humour,  the  majority  of  the  house,  and 
indeed  of  the  whole  nation,  were  equally  alarmed  and 
exasperated  at  a  project  for  maintaining  a  standing  army, 
which  was  countenanced  at  court,  and  even  recommended 
by  the  king,  in  his  speech  to  the  Parliament.  William's 
genius  was  altogether  military.  He  could  not  bear  the 
thoughts  of  being  a  king  without  power.  He  could  not 
vnthout  reluctance  dismiss  those  oflficers  who  had  given 
so  many  proofs  of  their  courage  and  fidelity.  He  did  not 
think  himself  safe  upon  the  naked  throne,  in  a  kingdom 
that  swarmed  with  malecontents,  who  had  so  often  con- 
spired against  his  person  and  government.     He  dreaded 
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the  ambition  and  known  perfidy  of  the  French  king,  who    chap. 

still  retained  a  powerful  army.     He  foresaw  that  a  re-  ^ Zl^ » 

duetion  of  the  forces  would  lessen  his  importance  both  at     *^^7. 
home  and  abroad  ;  diminish  the  dependence  upon  his  go- 
vernment ;  and  disperse  those  foreigners  in  whose  attach- 
ment he  chiefly  confided.     He  communicated  his  senti- 
ments on  this  subject  to  his  confidant,  the  Earl  of  Sun- 
derland, who  knew  by  experience  the  aversion  of  the 
people  to  a  standing  army :  nevertheless,  he  encouraged 
him  with  hope  of  success,  on  the  supposition  that  the 
Commons  would  see  the  difference  between  an  army 
raised  by  the  king's  private  authority,  and  a  body  of 
veteran  troops,  maintained  by  consent  of  Parliament  for 
the  security  of  the  kingdom.     This  was  a  distinction  to 
which  the  people  paid  no  regard.     All  the  jealousy  of 
former  Parliamente  seemed  to  be  roused  by  the  bare 
proposal ;  and  this  was  inflamed  by  a  national  prejudice 
against  the  refugees,  in  whose  favour  the  king  had  be- 
trayed repeated  marks  of  partial  indulgence.  Tliey  were 
submissive,  tractable,  and  wholly  dependent  upon  his  will 
and  generosity.     The  Jacobites  failed  not  to  cherish  the 
seeds  of  dissatisfaction,  and  reproach   the  vhigs   who 
countenanced  this  measure.     They  branded  that  party 
with  apostasy  from  their  former  principles.     They  ob- 
served, that  the  very  persons  who  in  the  late  reigns  en- 
deavoured to  abridge  the  prerogative,  and  deprive  the 
king  of  that  share  of  power  which  was  absolutely  neces- 
sary to  actuate  the  machine  of  government,  were  now 
become  advocates  for  maintaining  a  standing  army  in  time 
of  peace ;  nay,  and  impudently  avowed,  that  their  com- 
plaisance to  the  court  in  this  particular  was  owing  to  their 
desire  of  excluding  from  all  share  in  the  administration 
a  faction  disaffected  to  his  majesty,  which  might  mislead 
him  into  more  pernicious  measures.     The  majority  of 
those  who  really  entertained  revolution  principles  opposed 
the  court,  from  apprehensions  that  a  standing  army  once 
established  would  take  root,  and  grow  into  an  habitual 
maxim  of  government :  that  should  the  people  be  dis- 
armed, and  the  sword  left  in  the  hands  of  mercenaries, 
the  liberties  of  the  nation  must  be  entirely  at  the  mercy 
of  him  by  whom  those  mercenaries  should  be  commanded. 
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They  might  overawe  elections,  dictate  to  Parliaments, 
and  establish  a  tyranny,  before  the  people  could  take  any 
1697.  measures  for  their  own  protection.  They  could  not  help 
thinking  it  was  possible  to  form  a  militia  that,  with  the 
concurrence  of  a  fleet,  might  effectually  protect  the  king- 
dom from  the  dangers  of  an  invasion.  They  firmly  be- 
lieved, that  a  militia  might  be  regularly  trained  to  arms, 
so  as  to  acquire  the  dexterity  of  professed  soldiers ;  and 
they  did  not  doubt  they  would  surpass  those  hirelings  in 
courage,  considering  that  they  would  be  animated  by 
every  concurring  motive  of  interest,  sentiment,  and  affec- 
tion. Nay,  they  argued,  that  Britain,  surrounded  as  it 
was  by  a  boisterous  sea,  secured  by  floating  bulwarks, 
abounding  with  stout  and  hardy  inhabitants,  did  not  de- 
serve to  be  free,  if  her  sons  could  not  protect  their  liberties 
without  the  assistance  of  mercenaries,  who  were  indeed 
the  only  slaves  of  the  kingdom.  Yet,  among  the  genuine 
friends  of  their  country,  some  individuals  espoused  the 
opposite  maxims.  They  observed,  that  the  military  sys- 
tem of  every  government  in  Europe  was  now  altered : 
that  war  was  become  a  trade,  and  discipline  a  science  not 
to  be  learned  but  by  those  who  made  it  their  sole  pro- 
fession :  that,  therefore,  while  France  kept  up  a  large 
standing  army  of  veterans,  ready  to  embark  on  the  op- 
posite coast,  it  would  be  absolutely  necessary,  for  the 
safety  of  the  nation,  to  maintain  a  small  standing  force, 
which  should  be  voted  in  Parliament  from  year  to  year. 
They  might  have  suggested  another  expedient,  which  in 
a  few  years  would  have  produced  a  militia  of  disciplined 
men.  Had  the  soldiers  of  this  small  standing  army  been 
enlisted  for  a  term  of  years,  at  the  expiration  of  which 
they  might  have  claimed  their  discharge,  volunteers  would 
have  offered  themselves  from  all  parts  of  the  kingdom, 
even  from  the  desire  of  learning  the  use  and  exercise  of 
arms,  the  ambition  of  being  concerned  in  scenes  of  actual 
service,  and  the  chagrin  of  little  disappointments  or  tem- 
porary disgusts,  which  yet  would  not  have  impelled  them 
to  enlist  as  soldiers  on  the  common  terms  of  perpetual 
slavery.  In  consequence  of  such  a  succession,  the  whole 
kingdom  would  soon  have  been  stocked  with  members 
of  a  disciplined  militia,  equal,  if  not  superior,  to  any  army 


WILLIAM.  281 

of  professed   soldiers.     But   this   scheme   would  have    chap, 

defeated  the  purpose  of  the  government,  vv^hich  was  more  , Zll ' 

afraid  of  domestic  foes  than  of  foreign  enemies;  and     i^- 
industriously  avoided  every  plan  of  this  nature,  which 
could  contribute  to  render  the  malecontents  of  the  nation 
more  formidable. 

Before  we  proceed  to  the  transactions  of  Parliament  characters 
in  this  session,  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  sketch  the  outlines  ^gters™^ 
of  the  ministry,  as  it  stood  at  this  juncture.     The  king's 
affection  for  the  Earl  of  Portland  had  begun  to  abate,  in 
proportion  as  his  esteem  for  Sunderland  increased,  to- 
gether with  his  consideration  for  Mrs.  Villiers,  who  had 
been  distinguished  by  some  particular  marks  of  his  ma- 
jesty's favour.     These  two  favourites  are  said  to  have 
supplanted  Portland,  whose  place  in  the  king's  bosom  was 
now  filled  by  Van  Keppel,  a  gentleman  of  Guelderland, 
who  had  first  served  his  majesty  as  a  page,  and  afterwards 
acted  as  private  secretary.     The  Earl  of  Portland  grow- 
ing troublesome,  from  his  jealousy  of  this  rival,  the  king 
resolved  to  send  him  into  honourable  exile,  in  quality  of 
an  ambassador  extraordinary  to  the  court  of  France  ;  and 
Trumball,  his  friend  and  creature,  was  dismissed  from  the 
office  of  secretary,  which  the  king  conferred  upon  Ver- 
non, a  plodding  man  of  business,  who  had  acted  as  under- 
secretary to  the  Duke  of  Shrewsbury.     This  nobleman 
rivalled  the  Earl  of  Sunderland  in  his  credit  at  the  coun- 
cil-board, and  was  supported  by  Somers,  lord  chancellor 
of  England,  by  Russel,  now  Earl  of  Orford,  first  lord  of 
the  Admiralty,  and  Montague,  chancellor  of  the  exche- 
quer.    Somers  was  an  upright  judge,  a  plausible  states- 
man, a  consummate  courtier,  affable,  mild,  and  insinuating. 
Orford  appears  to  have  been  rough,  turbulent,  factious, 
and  shallow.     Montague  had  distinguished  himself  early 
by  his  poetical  genius ;  but  he  soon  converted  his  atten- 
tion to  the  cultivation  of  more  solid  talents.     He  ren- 
dered himself  remarkable  for  his  eloquence,  discernment, 
and  knowledge  of  the  English  constitution.     To  a  deli- 
cate taste,  he  united  an  eager  appetite  for  political  stu- 
dies.    The  first  catered  for  the  enjoyments  of  fancy ;  the 
other  was  subservient  to  his  ambition.     He,  at  the  same 
time,  was  the  distinguished  encourager  of  the  liberal 
arts,  and  the  professed  patron  of  projectors.   In  his  private 
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CHAP,    deportment,  he  was  liberal,  easy,  and  entertaining :  as  a 
.   ^^'  .  statesman,  bold,  dogmatical,  and  aspiring. 

iW.         The  terrors  of  a  standing  army  had  produced  such  an 
monsre-     Universal  ferment  in  the  nation,  that  the  dependents 
^"mbe*^  f  ^^  ^^^^  court  iu  the  House  of  Commons  durst  not  openly 
standing     oppose  the  reductiou  of  the  forces ;  but  they  shifted  the 
ten^o*u-    b^^*^^"y>  ^^d  employed  all  their  address  in  persuading 
Band.        the  House  to  agree,  that  a  very  small  number  should  be 
retained.    When  the  Commons  voted,  that  all  the  forces 
raised  since  the  year  one  thousand  six  hundred   and 
eighty  should  be  disbanded,  the  courtiers  desired  the 
vote  might  be  re-committed,  on  pretence  that  it  re- 
strained the  king  to  the  old  tory  regiments,  on  whose 
fidelity  he  could  not  rely.     This  motion,  however,  was 
overruled  by  a  considerable  majority.     Then  they  pro- 
posed an  amendment,  which  was  rejected,  and  after- 
wards moved,  that  the  sum  of  five  hundred  thousand 
pounds  per   annum   should   be   granted  for  the  main- 
tenance of  guards  and  garrisons.     This  provision  would 
have  maintained  a  very  considerable  number ;  but  they 
were  again  disappointed,  and  fain  to  embrace  a  com- 
position with  the  other  party,  by  which  three  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  pounds  were  allotted  for  the  main- 
tenance of  ten  thousand  men ;  and  they  afterwards  ob- 
tained an  addition  of  three  thousand  marines.    The  king 
was   extremely  mortified    at   these   resolutions   of  the 
Commons ;  and  even  declared  to  his  particular  friends, 
that  he  would  never  have  intermeddled  with  the  afl&irs  of 
the  nation,  had  he  foreseen  they  would  make  such  returns 
of  ingratitude  and  distrust.     His  displeasure  was  aggra- 
vated by  the  resentment  expressed  against  Sunderland, 
who  was  supposed  to  have  advised  the  unpopular  mea- 
sure of  retaining  a   standing  army.      This   nobleman, 
dreading  the  vengeance  of  the  Commons,  resolved  to 
avert  the  fury  of  the  impending  storm,  by  resigning  his 
office,  and  retiring  from  court,  contrary  to  the  entreaties 
of  his  friends,  and  the  earnest  desire  of  his  majesty. 
They  es-         The  Housc  of  Commous,  in  order  to  sweeten  the  un- 
civiUist  ;^  palatable  cup  they  had  presented  to  the  king,  voted  the 
and  assign  guni  of  seveu  hundred  thousand  pounds  per  annum  for 

Timds  top 

paying  the  the  support  of  the  civil  list,  distinct  from  all  other  ser- 
debte"*^     vices.     Then  they  passed  an  act  prohibiting  the  currency 
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of  silver  hammered  coin,  including  a  clause  for  making    chap. 

out  new  exchequer-bills,  in  lieu  of  those  which  were  or  , ^^'    . 

might  be  filled  up  with  endorsements:  they  framed  i*^7- 
another  to  open  the  correspondence  with  France,  under 
a  variety  of  provisos :  a  third  for  continuing  the  imprison- 
ment of  certain  persons  who  had  been  concerned  in  the 
late  conspiracy ;  a  fourth  granting  further  time  for  ad- 
ministering oaths  with  respect  to  tallies  and  orders  in 
the  exchequer  and  bank  of  England.  These  bills  having 
received  the  royal  assent,  they  resolved  to  grant  a  sup- 
ply, which,  together  with  the  funds  already  settled  for 
that  purpose,  should  be  sufiicient  to  answer  and  cancel 
all  exchequer-bills,  to  the  amount  of  two  millions  seven 
hundred  thousand  pounds.  Another  supply  was  voted 
for  the  payment  and  reduction  of  the  army,  including 
half-pay  to  such  commission-officers  as  were  natural-born 
subjects  of  England.  They  granted  one  million  four 
hundred  thousand  pounds  to  make  good  deficiencies. 
They  resolved,  that  the  sum  of  two  millions  three  hun- 
dred and  forty-eight  thousand  one  hundred  and  two 
pounds  was  necessary  to  pay  off  arreai's,  subsistence,  con- 
tingencies, general-officers,  guards,  and  garrisons;  of 
which  sum  eight  hundred  and  fifty-five  thousand  five 
hundred  and  two  pounds  remained  in  the  hands  of  the 
paymaster.  Then  they  took  into  consideration  the  sub- 
sidies due  to  foreign  powers,  and  the  sums  owing  to  con- 
tractors for  bread  and  forage.  Examining  further  the 
debts  of  the  nation,  they  found  the  general  debt  of  the 
navy  amounted  to  one  million  three  hundred  and  ninety- 
two  thousand  seven  hundred  and  forty-two  pounds.  That 
of  the  ordnance  was  equal  to  two  hundred  and  four 
thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty-seven  pounds.  The 
transport  debt  contracted  for  the  reduction  of  Ireland, 
and  other  services,  did  not  fall  short  of  four  hundred  and 
sixty-six  thousand  four  hundred  and  ninety-three  pounds ; 
and  they  owed  nine-and-forty  thousand  nine  hundred 
and  twenty-nine  pounds  for  quartering  and  clothing  the 
army,  which  had  been  raised  by  one  act  of  Parliament 
in  the  year  1677,  and  disbanded  by  another  in  the  year 
1679.  As  this  enormous  load  of  debt  could  not  be  dis- 
charged at  once,  the  Commons  passed  a  number  of 
votes  for  raising  sums  of  money,  by  which  it  was  con- 
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CHAP,    siderably  lightened ;  and  settled  the  funds  for  those  pur- 

V ^]^ ,  poses  by  the  continuation  of  the  land-tax,  and  other  im- 

1697.  positions.  With  respect  to  the  civil  list,  it  was  raised 
by  a  new  subsidy  of  tonnage  and  poundage,  the  hereditary 
and  temporary  excise,  a  weekly  portion  from  the  revenue 
of  the  post-office,  the  first-fruits  and  tenths  of  the  clergy, 
the  fines  in  the  alienation  office,  and  post-fines,  the  re- 
venue of  the  wine-licence,  money  arising  by  sheriffs, 
proffers,  and  compositions  in  the  exchequer,  and  seizures, 
the  income  of  the  Duchy  of  Cornwall,  the  rents  of  all 
other  crown-lands  in  England  or  Wales,  and  the  duty 
of  four  and  a  half  per  cent,  upon  specie  from  Barba- 
does  and  the  Leeward  Islands.  The  bill  imported,  that 
the  overplus  arising  from  these  funds  should  be  accounted 
for  to  Parliament.  Six  hundred  thousand  pounds  of  this 
money  was  allotted  for  the  purposes  of  the  civil  list :  the 
rest  was  granted  for  the  jointure  of  fifty  thousand  pounds 
per  annum,  to  be  paid  to  Queen  Mary  d'Este,  according 
to  the  stipulation  at  Bysvdck,  and  to  maintain  a  court 
for  the  Duke  of  Gloucester,  son  of  the  Princess  Anne  of 
Denmark,  now  in  the  ninth  year  of  his  age ;  but  the 
jointure  was  never  paid ;  nor  would  the  king  allow  above 
fifteen  thousand  pounds  per  annum  for  the  use  of  the 
Duke  of  Gloucester,  to  whom  Burnet,  Bishop  of  Salis- 
bury,  was  appointed  preceptor. 
They  take  The  Commous  having  discussed  the  ways  and  means 
of  fraudu-  ioT  raisiug  the  supplies  of  the  ensuing  year,  which  rose 
lent  en-      almost  to  five  millious,  took  co&rnizance  of  some  fraudu- 

Qorsenients 

of  ex-        lent  endorsements  of  exchequer-bills,  a  species  of  forgery 
biii?'*^'     which  had  been  practised  by  a  confederacy,  consisting  of 
Charles  Duncomb,  receiver-general  of  the  excise,  Bar- 
tholomew Burton,  who  possessed  a  place  in  that  branch 
of  the  revenue,  John  Knight,  treasurer  of  the  customs, 
and  Reginald  Marriot,  a  deputy-teller  of  the  exchequer. 
This  last  became  evidence,  and  the  proof  turning  out 
very  strong  and  full,  the  House  resolved  to  make  exam* 
pies  of  the  delinquents.     Duncomb  and  Knight,  both 
members  of  Parliament,  were  expelled  and  committed  to 
Burnet      *^®  Tower ;  Burton  was  sent  to  Newgate  ;  and  bills  of 
Kennet.     paius  and  penalties  were  ordered  to  be  brought  in  against 
Trarta.      them.    The  first,  levelled  at  Duncomb,  passed  the  Lower 
Burchet.    House,  though  uot  without  great  opposition ;  but  was 
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rejected  in  the  House  of  Lords  by  the  majority  of  one    chap. 
voice.     Duncomb,  who  was  extremely  rich,  is  said  to  \^Il^ 
have  paid  dear  for  his  escape.     The  other  two  bills  met  j^^^^^V , 
with  the  same  fate.  The  Peers  discharged  Duncomb  from  Admirals, 
his  confinement ;  but  he  was  recommitted  by  the  Com-  ^,^* 
mons,  and  remained  in  custody  till  the  end  of  the  session.  Voitaire. 
While  the  Commons  were  employed  on  ways  and  means, 
some  of  the  members  in  the  opposition  proposed,  that 
one-fourth  part  of  the  money  arising  from   improper 
grants  of  the  crown  should  be  appropriated  to  the  service 
of  the  public ;  but  this  was  a  very  unpalatable  expedient, 
as  it  affected  not  only  the  whigs  of  King  William's  reign, 
but  also  the  tories,  who  had  been  gratified  by  Charles 
II.  and  his  brother.     A  great  number  of  petitions  were 
presented  against  this  measure,  and  so  many  diflSculties 
raised,  that  both  parties  agreed  to  lay  it  aside.     In  the 
course  of  this  inquiry,  they  discovered  that  one  Railton 
held  a  grant  in  trust  for  Mr.  Montague,  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer.     A  motion  was  immediately  made  that 
he  should  withdraw;  but  passed  in  the  negative  by  a 
great  majority.     Far  from  prosecuting  this  minister,  the 
House  voted  it  was  their  opinion,  that  Mr.  Montague, 
for  his  good  services  to  the  government,  did  deserve  his 
majesty's  favour. 

This  extraordinary  vote  was  a  sure  presage  of  success  An.  i698. 
in  the  execution  of  a  scheme  which  Montague  had  con-  gg^tj^jj 
certed  against  the  East  India  Company.     They  had  been  Company 
sounded  about  advancing  a  sum  of  money  for  the  public  ^y^l^^^ 
service,  by  way  of  loan,  in  consideration  of  a  parliamentary  Pariia- 
settlement ;  and  thev  offered  to  raise  seven  hundred  thou-  ™®'*** 
sand  pounds  on  that  condition ;  but  before  they  formed 
this  resolution,  another  body  of  merchants,  under  the 
auspices  of  Montague,  offered  to  lend  two  millions  at 
eight  per  cent,  provided  they  might  be  gratified  with  an 
exclusive  privilege  of  trading  to  the  East  Indies.     This 
proposal  was  very  well  received  by  the  majority  in  the 
House  of  Commons.     A  bill  for  this  purpose  was  brought 
in,  with  additional  clauses  of  regulation.     A  petition  was 
presented  by  the  old  company,  representing  their  rights 
and  claims  under  so  many  royal  charters ;  the  regard  due 
to  the  property  of  above  a  thousand  families  interested 
in  the  stock  ;  as  also  to  the  Company's  property  in  India, 
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CHAP,  amounting  to  forty-four  thousand  pounds  of  yearly  reve- 
^^.J^jL-;  nue.  They  alleged  they  had  expended  a  million  in  forti- 
^^^-  fications :  that  during  the  war  they  had  lost  twelve  great 
ships,  worth  fifteen  hundred  thousand  pounds :  that  since 
the  last  subscription  they  had  contributed  two  hundred 
and  ninety-five  thousand  pounds  to  the  customs,  with 
above  eighty- five  thousand  pounds  in  taxes :  that  they 
had  famished  six  thousand  barrels  of  gunpowder  on  a 
very  pressing  occasion ;  and  eighty  thousand  pounds  for 
the  circulation  of  exchequer-bills,  at  a  Tory  critical  junc- 
ture, by  desire  of  the  lords  of  the  treasury,  who  owned 
that  their  compliance  was  a  very  important  service  to  the 
government.  No  regard  being  paid  to  their  remon- 
strances, they  undertook  to  raise  the  loan  of  two  millions, 
and  immediately  subscribed  two  hundred  thousand  pounds 
as  the  first  payment.  The  two  proposals  being  compared 
and  considered  by  the  House,  the  majority  declared  for 
the  bill,  which  was  passed,  and  sent  up  to  the  House  of 
Lords.  There  the  old  company  delivered  another  peti- 
tion, and  was  heard  by  counsel ;  nevertheless,  the  bill 
made  its  way,  though  not  without  opposition,  and  a  formal 
protestation  by  one-and-twenty  lords,  who  thought  it 
was  a  hardship  upon  the  present  Company ;  and  doubted 
whether  the  separate  trade  allowed  in  the  bill,  concurrent 
with  a  joint  stock,  might  not  prove  such  an  inconsistency 
as  would  discourage  the  subscription.  This  act,  by  which 
the  old  company  was  dissolved,  in  a  great  measure  blasted 
the  reputation  of  the  whigs,  which  had  for  some  time 
been  on  the  decline  with  the  people.  They  had  stood 
up  as  advocates  for  a  standing  army ;  they  now  unjustly 
miperseded  the  East  India  Company ;  they  were  accused 
of  having  robbed  the  public  by  embezzling  the  national 
treasure,  and  amassing  wealth  by  usurious  contracts,  at 
the  expense  of  their  fellow-subjects,  groaning  under  the 
most  oppressive  burdens.  Certain  it  is,  they  were  at  this 
period  the  most  mercenary  and  corrupt  undertakers  that 
ever  had  been  employed  by  any  king  or  administration 
since  the  first  establishment  of  the  English  monarchy. 
Proceed-  The  Commous  now  transferred  their  attention  to  certain 
JTbook*^*  objects  in  which  the  people  of  Ireland  were  interested. 
written  by  Colonol  Micholbome,  who  had  been  joint  governor  of 
MoiineSx    Londonderry  with  Dr.  Walker,  during  the  siege  of  that 

of  Dublin.  « 
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place,  petitioned  the  House  in  behalf  of  himself,  his  offi-  ^^^f  p- 
cers,  and  soldiers,  to  whom  a  considerable  sum  of  money 
was  due  for  subsistence ;  and  the  city  itself  implored  the 
mediation  of  the  Commons  with  his  majesty,  that  its  ser- 
yices  and  sufferings  might  be  taken  into  consideration. 
The  House  having  examined  the  allegations  contained 
in  both  petitions,  presented  an  address  to  the  king,  re- 
commending the  citizens  of  Londonderry  to  his  majesty's 
favour,  that  they  might  no  longer  remain  a  ruinous  spec- 
tacle to  all,  a  scorn  to  their  enemies,  and  a  discourage- 
ment to  well-affected  subjects ;  they  likewise  declared, 
that  the  governor  and  g.Lon  did  ieserve  some  special 
marks  of  royal  favour,  for  a  lasting  monument  to  poste- 
rity. To  this  address  the  king  replied,  that  he  would 
consider  them  according  to  the  desire  of  the  Commons. 
William  Molineux,  a  gentleman  of  Dublin,  having  pub- 
lished a  book  to  prove  that  the  kingdom  of  Ireland  was 
independent  of  the  Parliament  of  England,  the  House 
appointed  a  committee  to  inquire  into  the  cause  and 
nature  of  this  performance.  An  address  was  voted  to  the 
king,  desiring  he  would  give  directions  for  the  discovery 
and  punishment  of  the  author.  Upon  the  report  of  the 
committee,  the  Commons  in  a  body  presented  an  address 
to  his  majesty,  representing  the  dangerous  attempts 
which  had  been  lately  made  by  some  of  his  subjects  in 
Ireland,  to  shake  off  their  subjection  and  dependence 
upon  England ;  attempts  which  appeared  not  only  from 
the  bold  and  pernicious  assertions  contained  in  a  book 
lately  published,  but  more  fully  and  authentically  by 
some  votes  and  proceedings  of  the  Commons  in  Ireland. 
These  had,  during  their  last  session,  transmitted  an  act 
for  the  better  security  of  his  majesty's  person  and  govern- 
ment, whereby  an  English  act  of  Parliament  was  pre- 
tended to  be  re-enacted,  with  alterations  obligatory  on 
the  courts  of  justice  and  the  great  seal  of  England.  The 
English  Commons,  therefore,  besought  his  majesty  to 
give  effectual  orders  for  preventing  any  such  encroach- 
ments for  the  future,  and  the  pernicious  consequences  of 
what  was  past,  by  punishing  those  who  had  been  guilty 
thereof :  that  he  would  take  care  to  see  the  laws  which 
direct  and  restrain  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  punctually 
observed,  and  discourage  every  thing  which  might  have 
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CHAP,   a  tendency  to  lessen  the  dependence  of  Ireland  upon 

. J ;  England.     This  remonstrance  was  graciously  received, 

And^^^*  and  the  king  promised  to  comply  with  their  request, 
against  cer-  The  jcalousy  which  the  Commons  entertained  of  the 
riers^S"^  government  in  Ireland  animated  them  to  take  other  mea- 
aiamodes  suros,  that  ascertained  the  subjection  of  that  kingdom, 
toings  from  Understanding  that  the  Irish  had  established  divers 
France,  woollou  manufactories,  they,  in  another  address,  entreated 
his  majesty  to  take  measures  for  discouraging  the  woollen 
manufactures  in  Ireland,  as  they  interfered  with  those 
of  England,  and  promote  the  linen  manufacture,  which 
would  be  profitable  to  both  nations.  At  the  same  time, 
receiving  information  that  the  French  had  seduced  some 
English  manufacturers,  and  set  up  a  great  work  for  cloth- 
making  in  Picardy,  they  brought  in  a  bill  for  explaining 
and  better  executing  fonner  acts  for  preventing  the  ex- 
portation  of  wool,  fullers'-earth,  and  scouring  clay ;  and 
this  was  immediately  passed  into  a  law.  A  petition  being 
presented  to  the  House,  by  the  lustring  company,  against 
certain  merchants  who  had  smuggled  alamodes  and  lust- 
rings from  France,  even  during  the  war,  the  committee 
of  trade  was  directed  to  inquire  into  the  allegations ;  and 
all  the  secrets  of  this  traffic  were  detected.  Upon  the 
report,  the  House  resolved,  that  the  manufacture  of  ala- 
modes and  lustrings  set  up  in  England  had  been  bene- 
ficial to  the  kingdom ;  that  there  had  been  a  destructive 
and  illegal  trade  carried  on  during  the  war  for  importing 
these  opmmodities,  by  which  the  king  had  been  defrauded 
of  his  customs,  and  the  English  manufacturers  greatly 
discouraged  :  that,  by  the  smuggling  vessels  employed 
in  this  trade,  intelligence  had  been  carried  into  France 
during  the  war,  and  the  enemies  of  the  government  con- 
veyed from  justice.  Stephen  Seignoret,  Bhene  Baudoin, 
John  Goodet,  Nicholas  Santini,  Peter  de  Hearse,  John 
Pierce,  John  Dumaitre,  and  David  Barreau,  were  im- 
peached at  the  bar  of  the  House  of  Lords ;  and  pleading 
guilty,  the  Lords  imposed  fines  upon  them,  according  to 
their  respective  circumstances.  They  were,  in  the  mean 
time,  committed  to  Newgate,  until  those  fines  should  be 
paid ;  and  the  Commons  addressed  the  king,  that  the 
money  might  be  appropriated  to  the  maintenance  of 
Greenwich  hospital.   The  House  having  taken  cognizance 
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of  this  affair,  and  made  some  new  regulations  in  the  pro-    chap. 

secution  of  the  African  trade,  presented  a  solemn  address  _  1 > 

to  the  king,  representing  the  general  degeneracy  and  ^^^®* 
corruption  of  the  age,  and  beseeching  his  majesty  to 
command  all  his  judges,  justices,  and  magistrates,  to  put 
the  laws  in  execution  against  profaneness  and  immorality. 
The  king  professed  himself  extremely  well  pleased  with 
this  remonstrance,  promised  to  give  immediate  directions 
for  a  reformation,  and  expressed  his  desire  that  some 
more  effectual  provision  might  be  made  for  suppressing 
impious  books,  containing  doctrines  against  the  Trinity ; 
doctrines  which  abounded  at  this  period,  and  took  their 
origin  from  the  licentiousness  and  profligacy  of  the  times» 

In  the  midst  of  such  immorality,  Dr.  Thomas  Bray,  an  Society  for 
active  divine,  formed  a  plan  for  propagating  the  gospel  in  JJ^^of""" 
foreign  countries.  Missionaries,  catechisms,  liturgies,  and  manners, 
other  books  for  the  instruction  of  ignv  )rant  people,  were 
sent  to  the  English  colonies  in  Amerii  la.  This  laudable 
design  was  supported  by  voluntary  cont  ribution  ;  and  the 
bill  having  been  brought  into  the  Hoi  ise  of  Commons, 
for  the  better  discovery  of  estates  givei  i  to  superstitious 
uses.  Dr.  Bray  presented  a  petition,  pr.  tying,  that  some 
part  of  these  estates  might  be  set  apart  for  the  propaga- 
tion of  the  reformed  religion  in  Maryland,  Virginia,  and 
the  Leeward  Islands.  About  this  period,  a  society  for 
the  reformation  of  manners  was  formed  under  the  king's 
countenance  and  encouragement.  Considerable  collec- 
tions were  made  for  maintaining  clergymen  to  read 
prayers  at  certain  hours  in  places  of  public  worship,  and 
administer  the  sacrament  every  Sunday.  The  members 
of  this  society  resolved  to  inform  the  magistrates  of  all 
vice  and  immorality  that  should  fall  under  their  cogni- 
zance ;  and  with  that  part  of  the  fines  allowed  by  law 
to  the  informer,  constitute  a  fund  of  charity.  The  busi- 
ness of  the  session  being  terminated,  the  king,  on  the 
third  day  of  July,  prorogued  the  Parliament,  after  having 
thanked  them,  in  a  short  speech,  for  the  many  testimo- 
nies of  their  affection  he  had  received ;  and  in  two  days 
after  the  prorogation  it  was  dissolved  \ 

a  On  the  fifth  day  of  January,  a  fire  breaking  out  at  Whitehall,  through  the 
carelessness  of  a  laundress,  the  whole  body  of  the  palace,  together  with  the  new 
gallery,  council-chamber,  and  several  adjoining  apartments,  were  entirely  con- 
sumed ;  but  die  banqueting-house  was  not  affected. 
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In  the  month  of  January,  the  Earl  of  Portland  had  set 
out  on  his  embassy  to  France,  where  he  was  received  with 
The  Earl  of  ^®^  particular  marks  of  distinction.  He  made  a  public 
Portland  entry  into  Paris  with  such  magnificence  as  is  said  to  have 
empl^-^**  astonished  the  French  nation.  He  interceded  for  the 
ments.  Protestautsiu  that  kingdom,  against  whom  the  persecution 
had  been  renewed  with  redoubled  violence ;  he  proposed 
that  King  James  should  be  removed  to  Avignon,  in  which 
case  his  master  would  supply  him  with  an  honourable 
pension ;  but  his  remonstrances  on  both  subjects  proved 
ineffectual.  Louis,  however,  in  a  private  conference  with 
him  at  Marli,  is  supposed  to  have  communicated  his  pro^ 
ject  of  the  partition  treaty.  The  Earl  of  Portland,  at  his 
return  to  England,  finding  himself  totally  eclipsed  in  the 
king's  favour,  by  Keppel,  now  created  Earl  of  Albemarle^ 
resigned  his  employments  in  disgust ;  nor  could  the  king's 
solicitations  prevail  upon  him  to  resume  any  office  in  the 
household  ;  though  he  promised  to  serve  his  majesty  in 
any  other  shape,  and  was  soon  employed  to  negotiate  the 
treaty  of  partition.  If  this  nobleman  miscarried  in  the 
purposes  of  his  last  embassy  at  the  court  of  Versailles,  the 
agents  of  France  were  equally  unsuccessful  in  their  en- 
deavours to  retrieve  their  commerce  with  England  which 
the  war  had  interrupted.  Their  commissary,  sent  over  to 
London  with  powers  to  regulate  the  trade  between  the 
two  nations,  met  widi  insuperable  difficulties.  The  Par- 
liament had  burthened  the  French  commodities  with 
heavy  duties,  which  were  already  appropriated  to  different 
uses ;  and  the  channel  of  trade  was,  in  many  respects, 
entirely  altered.  The  English  merchants  supplied  the 
nation  with  wines  from  Italy,  Spain,  and  Portugal ;  with 
linen  from  Holland  and  Silesia;  and  manufactures  of 
paper,  hats,  stufis,  and  silks,  had  been  set  up  and  success- 
fully carried  on  in  England  by  the  French  refugees^ 
The  king  By  this  time  a  ferment  had  been  raised  in  Scotland, 
StoS  ^y  ^^^  opposition  and  discouragements  their  new  corn- 
trading  pany  had  sustained.  They  had  employed  agents  in  Eng- 
company.  jg^^^^  Holland,  and  Hamburg,  to  receive  subscriptions. 
The  adventurers  in  England  were  intimidated  by  the 
measures  which  had  been  taken  in  Parliament  against 
the  Scottish  company.  The  Dutch  East  India  Company 
took  the  alarm,  and  exerted  all  their  interest  to  prevent 
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their  countrymen  from  subscribing ;  and  the  king  per-  ^^)^' 
mitted  his  resident  at  Hamburgh  to  present  a  memorial 
against  the  Scottish  company  to  the  senate  of  that  city. 
The  Parliament  of  Scotland  being  assembled  by  the 
Earl  of  Marchmont  as  king's  commissioner,  the  company 
presented  it  with  a  remonstrance,  containing  a  detail  of 
their  grievances,  arising  from  the  conduct  of  the  Eng- 
lish House  of  Commons,  as  well  as  from  the  memorial 
presented  by  the  king's  minister  at  Hamburgh,  in  which 
he  actually  disowned  the  act  of  Parliament  and  letters 
patent  which  had  passed  in  their  favour,  and  threatened 
the  inhabitants  of  that  city  with  his  majesty's  resentment, 
in  case  they  should  join  the  Scots  in  their  undertaking. 
They  represented,  that  such  instances  of  interposition  had 
put  a  stop  to  the  subscriptions  in  England  and  Hamburgh, 
hurt  the  credit  of  the  company,  discouraged  the  adven- 
turers, and  threatened  the  entire  ruin  of  a  design,  in 
which  all  the  most  considerable  families  of  the  nation 
were  deeply  engaged.  The  Parliament  having  taken 
their  case  into  consideration,  sent  an  address  to  his  ma- 
jesty, representing  the  hardships  to  which  the  company 
had  been  exposed,  explaining  how  far  the  nation  in  gene- 
ral was  concerned  in  the  design,  and  entreating  that  he 
would  take  such  measures  as  might  effectually  vindicate 
the  undoubted  rights  and  privileges  of  the  company. 
This  address  was  seconded  by  a  petition  from  the  com- 
pany itself,  praying  that  his  majesty  would  give  some  in- 
timation to  the  senate  of  Hamburgh,  permitting  the  in- 
habitants of  that  city  to  renew  the  subscriptions  they  had 
withdrawn :  that,  as  a  gracious  mark  of  his  royal  favour 
to  the  company,  he  would  bestow  upon  them  two  small 
frigates,  then  lying  useless  in  the  harbour  of  Burnt- 
island; and  that,  in  consideration  of  the  obstructions 
they  had  encountered,  he  would  continue  their  privileges 
and  immunities  for  such  longer  time  as  should  seem  rea^ 
sonable  to  his  majesty.  Though  the  commissioner  was 
wholly  devoted  to  the  king,  who  had  actually  resolved 
to  ruin  this  company,  he  could  not  appease  the  resent- 
ment of  the  nation ;  and  the  heats  in  Parliament  became 
so  violent,  that  he  was  obliged  to  adjourn  it  to  the  fifth 
day  of  November.  In  this  interval,  the  directors  of  the 
company,  understanding  from  their  agent  at  Hamburgh 
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that  the  address  of  the  Parliament,  and  their  own  peti- 
tion, had  produced  no  effect  in  their  favour ;  they  wrote 
a  letter  of  complaint  to  the  Lord  Seafield,  secretary  of 
state,  observing,  that  they  had  received  repeated  assur- 
ances of  the  king's  having  given  orders  to  his  resident  at 
Hamburgh  touching  their  memorial ;  and  entreating  the 
interposition  of  his  lordship,  that  justice  might  be  done 
to  the  company.  The  secretary,  in  his  answer,  promised 
to  take  the  first  convenient  opportunity  of  representing 
the  affair  to  his  majesty ;  but  he  said  this  could  not  be 
immediately  expected,  as  the  king  was  much  engaged  in 
the  affairs  of  the  English  Parliament.  This  declaration 
the  directors  considered,  as  it  really  was,  a  mere  evasion, 
which  helped  to  alienate  the  minds  of  that  people  from 
the  king's  person  and  government. 

King  William  at  this  time  revolved  in  his  own  mind 
a  project  of  far  greater  consequence  to  the  interests  of 
Eufope ;  namely,  that  of  settling  the  succession  to  the 
throne  of  Spain,  which  in  a  little  time  would  be  vacated 
by  the  death  of  Charles  II.,  whose  constitution  was  already 
exhausted.  He  had  been  lately  reduced  to  extremity, 
and  his  situation  was  no  sooner  known  in  France,  than 
Louis  detached  a  squadron  towards  Cadiz,  with  orders  to 
intercept  the  plate-fleet,  in  case  the  King  of  Spain  should 
die  before  its  arrival.  William  sent  another  fleet  to  pro- 
tect the  galleons ;  but  it  arrived  too  late  for  that  service, 
and  the  nation  loudly  exclaimed  against  the  tardiness  of 
the  equipment.  His  Catholic  majesty  recovered  from  his 
disorder,  contrary  to  the  expectation  of  his  people ;  but 
continued  in  such  an  enfeebled  and  precarious  state  of 
health,  that  a  relapse  was  every  moment  apprehended. 
In  the  latter  end  of  July,.  King  William  embarked  for 
Holland,  on  pretence  of  enjoying  a  recess  from  business, 
which  was  necessary  to  his  constitution.  He  was  glad 
of  an  opportunity  to  withdraw  himself  for  some  time 
from  a  kingdom  in  which  he  had  been  exposed  to  such 
opposition  and  chagrin.  But  the  real  motive  of  his  voy- 
age was  a  design  of  treating  with  the  French  king,  re- 
mote from  the  observation  of  those  who  might  have  pe- 
netrated into  the  nature  of  his  negotiation.  He  had  ap- 
pointed a  regency  to  govern  the  kingdom  in  his  absence, 
and,  as  one  of  the  number,  nominated  the  Earl  of  Marl- 
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borough,  who  had  regained  his  favour,  and  been  consti-    chap. 
tuted  governor  of  the  Duke  of  Gloucester.     At  his  ma-  .    ^^'  ^ 
jesty'sdeparture,  sealed  orders  were  left  with  the  ministry,     ^^^^• 
directing  that  sixteen  thousand  men  should  be  retained 
in  the  service,  notwithstanding  the  vote  of  the  Commons, 
by  which  the  standing  army  was  limited  to  ten  thousand. 
He  alleged,  that  the  apprehension  of  troubles   which 
might  arise  at  the  death  of  King  Charles  induced  him  to 
transgress  this  limitation ;  and  he  hoped  that  the  new 
Parliament  would  be  more  favourable.     His  enemies, 
however,  made  a  fresh  handle  of  this  step,  to  depreciate 
his  character  in  the  eyes  of  the  people. 

Having  assisted  at  the  assembly  of  the  States-General,  Firsttreaty 
and  given  audience  to  divers  ambassadors  at  the  Hague,  ^  p*^*'*'®*^ 
he  repaired  to  his  house  at  Loo,  attended  by  the 
Earls  of  Essex,  Portland,  and  Selkirk.  There  he  was 
visited  by  Count  Tallard,  the  French  minister,  who  had 
instruction  to  negotiate  the  treaty  concerning  the  Spanish 
succession.  The  Earl  of  Portland,  by  his  majesty's  order, 
had  communicated  to  Secretary  Vernon  the  principal 
conditions  which  the  French  king  proposed  :  he  himself 
wrote  a  letter  to  Lord  Chancellor  Somers,  desiring  his 
advice  with  regard  to  the  propositions,  and  full  powers 
under  the  great  seal,  with  blanks  to  be  filled  up  occasion- 
ally, that  he  might  immediately  begin  the  treaty  with 
Count  Tallard,  at  the  same  time  he  strictly  enjoined 
secrecy.  The  puq)ort  of  Portland's  letter  was  imparted 
to  the  Duke  of  Shrewsbury  and  Mr.  Montague,  who  con- 
sulted with  the  chancellor  and  Vernon  upon  the  subject ; 
and  the  chancellor  wrote  an  answer  to  the  king,  as  the 
issue  of  their  joint  deliberation ;  but,  before  it  reached 
his  majesty,  the  first  treaty  of  partition  was  signed  by  the 
Earl  of  Portland  and  Sir  Joseph  ^yilliam8on.  The  contract- 
ing powers  agreed,  that,  in  case  the  King  of  Spain  should 
die  without  issue,  the  kingdom  of  Naples  and  Sicily,  with 
the  places  depending  on  the  Spanish  monarchy,  and  situ- 
ated on  the  coast  of  Tuscany,  or  the  adjacent  islands,  the 
marquisate  of  Final,  the  province  of  Guipuscoa,  all  places 
on  the  French  side  of  the  Pyrenees,  or  the  other  moun- 
tains of  Navarre,  Alva,  or  Biscay,  on  the  other  side  of 
the  province  of  Guipuscoa,  with  all  the  ships,  vessels,  and 
stores,  should  devolve  upon  the  dauphin,  in  consideration 
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CHAP,  af  his  right  to  the  crown  of  Spain,  which,  with  all  its 
.  ^^'  ,  other  dependencies,  should  descend  to  the  Electoral 
1698.  Prince  of  Bavaria,  under  the  guardianship  of  his  father: 
that  the  duchy  of  Milan  should  be  settled  on  the  empe- 
ror's second  son,  the  Archduke  Charles :  that  this  treaty 
should  be  communicated  to  the  emperor  and  the  Elector 
of  Bavaria  by  the  King  of  England  and  the  States- 
General  :  that  if  either  should  refuse  to  agree  to  this 
partition,  his  proportion  should  remain  in  sequestration, 
until  the  dispute  could  be  accommodated :  that  in  case 
the  Electoral  Prince  of  Bavaria  should  die  before  his 
father,  then  the  elector  and  his  other  heirs  should  succeed 
him  in  those  dominions ;  and,  should  the  archduke  reject 
the  duchy  of  Milan,  they  agreed  that  it  should  be  seques- 
tered, and  governed  by  the  Prince  of  Vaudemont.  It 
may  be  necessary  to  observe,  that  Philip  IV.,  father  to 
the  present  King  of  Spain,  had  settled  his  crown  by  will 
on  the  emperor's  children  :  that  the  dauphin  was  sou  to 
Maria-Theresa,  daughter  of  the  same  monarch,  whose 
right  to  the  succession  Louis  had  renounced  in  the 
most  solemn  manner  i  as  for  the  Electoral  Prince  of 
Bavaria,  he  was  grandson  to  a  daughter  of  Spain.  This 
treaty  of  partition  was  one  of  the  most  impudent  schemes 
of  encroachment  that  tyranny  and  injustice  ever  planned. 
Louis,  who  had  made  a  practice  of  sacrificing  all  ties  of  ho- 
nour and  good  faith,  to  the  interest  of  his  pride,  vanity,and 
ambition,  foresaw  that  he  should  never  be  able  to  accom- 
plish his  designs  upon  the  crown  of  Spain,  while  William 
was  left  at  liberty  to  form  another  confederacy  against 
them.  He  therefore  resolved  to  amuse  him  with  a 
treaty,  in  which  he  should  seem  to  act  as  umpire  in  the 
concerns  of  Europe.  He  knew  that  William  was  too 
much  of  a  politician  to  be  restricted  by  notions  of  pri- 
vate justice ;  and  that  he  would  make  no  scruple  to  in- 
fringe the  laws  of  particular  countries,  or  even  the  rights 
of  a  single  nation,  when  the  balance  of  power  was  at 
stake.  He  judged  right  in  this  particular.  The  King 
of  England  lent  a  willing  ear  to  his  proposals,  and  en- 
gaged in  a  plan  for  dismembering  a  kingdom,  in  despite 
of  the  natives,  and  in  violation  of  every  law  human  or 
divine. 

While  the  French  king  cajoled  William  with  this  nego- 
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tiation,  the  Marquis  d'Harcourt,  his  ambassador  to  Spain,  chap. 
was  engaged  in  a  game  of  a  different  nature  at  Madrid.  » — ,^ — ^ 
The  Queen  of  Spain,  suspecting  the  designs  of  France,  intrf^esof 
exerted  all  her  interest  in  behalf  of  the  King  of  the  France  at 
Romans,  to"  whom  she  was  nearly  related.  She  new-^®^^^^ 
modelled  the  council,  bestowed  the  government  of  Milan 
on  Prince  Vaudemont,  and  established  the  Prince  of 
Hesse  d'Armstadt  as  viceroy  of  Catalonia.  Notwith- 
standing all  her  efforts,  she  could  not  prevent  the  French 
minister  from  acquiring  some  influence  in  the  Spanish 
councils.  He  was  instructed  to  procure  the  succession 
of  the  crown  for  one  of  the  dauphin's  sons,  or  at  least  to 
hinder  it  from  devolving  upon  the  emperor's  children. 
With  a  view  to  give  weight  to  his  negotiations,  the 
French  king  ordered  an  army  of  sixty  thousand  men  to 
advance  towards  the  frontiers  of  Catalonia  and  Navarre, 
while  a  great  number  of  ships  and  galleys  cruised  along 
the  coast  and  entered  the  harbours  of  Spain.  Harcourt 
immediately  began  to  form  his  party ;  he  represented  that 
Philip  IV.  had  no  power  to  dispose  of  his  crown  against 
the  laws  of  nature  and  the  constitution  of  the  realm : 
that,  by  the  order  of  succession,  the  crown  ought  to 
descend  to  the  children  of  his  daughter,  in  preference  to 
more  distant  relations:  that,  if  the  Spaniards  would 
declare  in  favour  of  the  dauphin's  second  son,  the  Duke 
of  Anjou,  they  might  train  him  up  in  the  manners  and 
customs  of  their  country.  When  he  found  them  averse 
to  this  proposal,  he  assured  them  his  master  would  ap- 
prove of  the  Electoral  Prince  of  Bavaria,  rather  than  con- 
sent to  the  succession's  devolving  upon  a  son  of  the  em- 
peror. Nay,  he  hinted,  that  if  they  would  choose  a  sove- 
reign among  themselves,  they  might  depend  upon  the 
protection  of  his  most  Christian  Majesty,  who  had  no 
other  view  than  that  of  preventing  the  house  of  Austria 
from  becoming  too  formidable  to  the  liberties  of  Europe. 
The  Queen  of  Spain,  having  discovered  the  intrigues  of 
this  minister,  conveyed  the  king  to  Toledo,  on  pretence 
that  the  air  of  Madrid  was  prejudicial  to  his  health. 
Harcourt  immediately  took  the  alarm.  He  supposed 
her  intention  was  to  prevail  upon  her  husband,  in  his 
solitude,  to  confirm  the  last  will  of  his  father ;  and  his 
doubts  were  all  removed,  when  he  understood  that  the 
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CHAP.    Count  de  Harrach,  the  imperial  ambassador,  had  privately 

, Z^^ ,  repaired  to  Toledo.     He  forthwith  took  the  same  road, 

1698.     pretending  to  have  received  a  memorial  from  his  master, 
with  a  positive  order  to  deliver  it  into  the  king's  own 
hand.     He   was   given   to  understand,    that    the   ma- 
nagement of  foreign  affairs  had  been  left  to  the  care  of 
Cardinal  Corduba  at  Madrid,  and  that  the  king's  health 
would  not  permit  him  to  attend  to  business.    The  purport 
of  the  memorial  was,  an  offer  of  French  forces  to  assist 
in  raising  the  siege  of  Ceuta  in  Barbary,  which  the  Moors 
had  lately  undertaken ;  but  this  offer  was  civilly  declined. 
Harcourt,  not  yet  discouraged,  redoubled  his  efforts  at 
Madrid,  and  found  means  to  engage  Cardinal  Portocar- 
rero  in  the  interests  of  his  master.     In  the  mean  time 
Louis  concluded  an  alliance  with  Sweden,  under  the  pre- 
text of  preserving  and  securing  the  common  peace,  by 
such  means  as  should  be  adjudged  most  proper  and  con- 
venient.    During  these  transactions.  King  William  was 
not  wanting  in  his  endeavours  to  terminate  the  war  in 
Hungary,  which  had  raged  fifteen  years  without  inter- 
mission.    About  the  middle  of  August,  Lord  Paget  and 
Mr.  Collier,  ambassadors  from  England  and  Holland, 
arrived  in  the  Turkish  camp  near  Belgrade ;  and  a  con- 
ference being  opened  under  their  mediation,  the  peace  of 
Carlowitz  was  signed  on  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  January. 
By  this  treaty,  the  emperor  remained  in  possession  of  all 
his  conquests:  Caminieck  was  restored  to  the  Poles: 
all  the  Morea,  with  several  fortresses  in  Dalmatia,  were 
ceded  to  the  Venetians :  and  the  Czar  of  Muscovy  re- 
tained Azoph  during  a  truce  of  two  years ;  so  that  the 
Turks,  by  this  pacification,  lost  great  part  of  their  Eu- 
ropean dominions.    The  Cardinal  Primate  of  Poland,  who 
had  strenuously  adhered  to  the  Prince  of  Conti,  was 
prevailed  upon  to  acknowledge  Augustus ;  and  the  com- 
motions in  Lithuania  being  appeased,  peace  was  esta- 
blished through  all  Christendom. 
King  wii-       In  the  beginning  of  December  the  king  arrived  in 
thwarted    England,  where  a  new  Parliament  had  been  chosen,  and 
p^Ha'*^*^  prorogued  on  account  of  his  majesty's  absence,  which 
ment.        was  prolonged  by  contrary  winds  and  tempestuous  wea- 
ther.    His  ministry  had  been  at  very  little  pains  to  in- 
fluence the  elections,  which  generally  fell  upon  men  of 
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revolution  principles,  though  they  do  not  seem  to  have  chap. 
been  much  devoted  to  the  person  of  their  sovereign  :  yet .  ^}'  . 
their  choice  of  Sir  Thomas  Littelton  for  speaker  seemed  i^^- 
to  presage  a  session  favourable  to  the  ministry.  The  two 
Houses  being  convened  on  the  sixth  day  of  December, 
the  king  in  his  speech  observed,  that  the  safety,  honour, 
and  happiness  of  the  kingdom  would  in  a  great  measure 
depend  upon  the  strength  which  they  should  think  pro- 
per to  maintain  by  sea  and  land.  He  desired  they  would 
make  some  further  progress  in  discharging  the  national 
debt;  contrive  effectual  expedients  for  employing  the 
poor ;  pass  good  bills  for  the  advancement  of  trade,  and 
the  discouragement  of  profaneness ;  and  act  with  unani- 
mitv  and  despatch.  The  Commons  of  this  new  Parlia- 
ment were  so  irritated  at  the  king's  presuming  to  main- 
tain a  greater  number  of  troops  than  their  predecessors 
had  voted,  that  they  resolved  he  should  feel  the  weight 
of  their  displeasure.  They  omitted  the  common  compli- 
ment of  an  address :  they  resolved  that  all  the  forces  of 
England,  in  English  pay,  exceeding  seven  thousand  men, 
should  be  forthwith  disbanded  ;  and  also  those  in  Ireland 
exceeding  twelve  thousand;  and  that  those  retained 
should  be  his  majesty's  natural  bom  subjects.  A  bill 
was  brought  in  on  these  resolutions,  and  prosecuted  with 
peculiar  eagerness,  to  the  unspeakable  mortification  of 
King  William,  who  was  not  only  extremely  sensible  of 
the  afiront,  but  also  particularly  chagrined  to  see  himself 
disabled  from  maintaining  his  Dutch  guards,  and  the 
regiments  of  French  refugees,  to  which  he  was  uncom- 
monly attached.  Before  the  meeting  of  the  Parliament, 
the  ministry  gave  him  to  understand,  that  they  should 
be  able  to  procure  a  vote  for  ten  or  twelve  thousand ; 
but  they  would  not  undertake  for  a  greater  number.  He 
professed  himself  dissatisfied  with  the  proposal,  observing 
that  they  might  as  well  disband  the  whole  as  leave  so 
few.  The  ministers  would  not  run  the  risk  of  losing  all 
their  credit,  by  proposing  a  greater  number ;  and,  having 
received  no  directions  on  this  subject,  sat  silent  when  it 
was  debated  in  the  House  of  Commons. 

Such  was  the  indignation  of  William,  kindled  by  this  ^^^\^  ^ 
conduct  of  his  ministry  and  his  Parliament,  that  he  send  away 
threatened  to  abandon  the  government ;  and  had  actually  ^J^g^*^^ 
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CHAP,   penned  a  speech  to  be  pronounced  to  both  Houses  on 

: ;  that  occasion ;  but  he  was  diverted  from  this  purpose  by 

1698.  his  ministry  and  confidants,  and  resolved  to  pass  the  bill 
by  vehich  he  had  been  so  much  offended.  Accordingly, 
when  it  was  ready  for  the  royal  assent^  he  went  to  the 
House  of  Peers,  where,  having  sent  for  the  Commons, 
he  told  them,  that  though  he  might  think  himself  un- 
kindly used,  in  being  deprived  of  his  guards,  which  had 
constantly  attended  him  in  all  his  actions;  yet,  as  he 
believed  nothing  could  be  more  fatal  to  the  nation  than 
any  distrust  or  jealousy  between  him  and  his  Parliament, 
he  was  come  to  pass  the  bill  according  to  their  desire. 
At  the  same  time,  for  his  own  justification,  and  in  dis- 
charge of  the  trust  reposed  in  him,  he  declared,  that 
in  his  own  judgment  the  nation  was  left  too  much  ex- 
posed ;  and  that  it  was  incumbent  on  them  to  provide 
such  a  strength  as  might  be  necessary  for  the  safety  of 
the  kingdom.  They  thanked  him,  in  an  address,  for  this 
undeniable  proof  of  his  readiness  to  comply  with  the  de- 
sires of  his  Parliament.  They  assured  him,  he  should 
never  have  reason  to  think  the  Commons  were  undutiful 
or  unkind ;  for  they  would,  on  all  occasions,  stand  by, 
and  assist  him  in  the  preservation  of  his  sacred  person, 
and  in  the  support  of  his  government,  against  all  his  ene- 
mies whatsoever.  The  Lords  presented  an  address  to 
the  same  effect ;  and  the  king  assured  both  Houses  he 
entertained  no  doubts  of  their  loyalty  and  affection.  He 
forthwith  issued  orders  for  reducing  the  army  to  the 
number  of  seven  thousand  men,  to  be  maintained  in 
England  under  the  name  of  guards  and  garrisons  ;  and, 
hoping  the  hearts  of  the  Commons  were  now  mollified, 
he  made  another  effort  in  favour  of  his  Dutch  guards, 
whom  he  could  not  dismiss  without  the  most  sensible 
regret.  Lord  Ranelagh  was  sent  with  a  written  message 
to  the  Commons,  giving  them  to  understand,  that  the 
necessary  preparations  were  made  for  transporting  the 
guards  who  came  with  him  into  England,  and  that  they 
should  embark  immediately,  unless  out  of  consideration 
to  him,  the  House  should  be  disposed  to  find  a  way  for 
continuing  them  longer  in  the  service ;  a  favour  which 
his  majesty  would  take  very  kindly.  The  Commons, 
instead  of  complying  with  his  inclination,  presented  an 
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address,  in  which  they  professed  unspeakable  grief  that    chap. 

he  should  propose  any  thing  to  which  they  could  not  ^ .Z » 

consent  with  due  regard  to  the  constitution,  which  he  ^^^^ 
had  come  over  to  restore,  and  so  often  hazarded  his  royal 
person  to  preserve.  They  reminded  him  of  the  declara- 
tion, in  which  he  had  promised  that  all  the  foreign  forces 
should  be  sent  out  of  the  kingdom.  They  observed, 
that  nothing  conduced  more  to  the  happiness  and  welfare 
of  the  nation  than  an  entire  confidence  between  the  king 
and  people,  which  could  no  way  be  so  firmly  established 
as  by  entrusting  his  sacred  person  with  his  own  subjects, 
who  had  so  eminently  signalized  themselves  during  the 
late  long  and  expensive  war.  They  received  a  soothing 
answer  to  this  address,  but  remained  firm  to  their  pur- 
pose, in  which  the  king  was  fain  to  acquiesce ;  and  the 
Dutch  guards  were  transported  to  Holland.  At  a  time 
when  they  declared  themselves  so  well  pleased  with 
their  deliverer,  such  an  opposition,  in  an  affair  of  very 
little  consequence,  savoured  more  of  clownish  obstinacy 
than  of  patriotism.  In  the  midst  of  all  their  professions 
of  regard,  they  entertained  a  national  prejudice  against 
himself,  and  all  the  foreigners  in  his  service.  Even  in 
the  House  of  Commons  his  person  was  treated  with  great 
disrespect  in  virulent  insinuations.  They  suggested  that 
he  neither  loved  nor  trusted  the  English  nation ;  that  he 
treated  the  natives  with  the  most  disagreeable  reserve ; 
and  chose  his  confidants  from  the  number  of  strangers 
that  surrounded  him ;  that,  after  every  session  of  Parlia- 
ment, he  retired  from  the  kingdom,  to  enjoy  an  indolent 
and  inglorious  privacy  with  a  few  favourites.  These  sug- 
gestions were  certainly  true.  He  was  extremely  dis- 
gusted with  the  English,  whom  he  considered  as  mali- 
cious, ignorant,  and  ungrateful,  and  he  took  no  pains  to 
disguise  his  sentiments. 

The  Commons  having  effected  a  dissolution  of  the  The  Com- 
army,  voted  fifteen  thousand  seamen,  and  a  proportion-  ^^^  *i^" 
able  fleet,  for  the  security  of  the  kingdom  :  they  granted  king 
one  million  four  hundred  and  eighty-four  thousand  fif-  Papl^te*  ^ 
teen  pounds  for  the  services  of  the  year,  to  be  raised  by 
a  tax  of  three  shillings  in  the  pound  upon  lands,  per- 
sonal estates,  pensions,  and  oflSces.      A  great   number 
of  priests  and  Roman  Catholics,  who  had  been  frighted 
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away  by  the  Revolution,  were  now  encouraged,  by  the 
treaty  of  Ryswick,  to  return,  and  appeared  in  all  public 
places  of  London  and  Westminster,  with  remarkable  ef- 
frontery.     The  enemies  of  the  government  whispered 
about,  that  the  treaty  contained  a  secret  article  in  favour 
of  those  who  professed  that  religion ;  and  some  did  not 
even  scruple  to  insinuate,  that  William  was  a  Papist  in 
his  heart.     The  Commons,  alarmed  at  the  number  and 
insolence  of  those  religionists,  desired  the  king,  in  an 
address,  to  remove  by  proclamation  all  Papists  and  non- 
jurors from  the  city  of  London  and  parts  adjacent,  and 
put  the  laws  in  execution  against  them,  that  the  wicked 
designs  they  were  always  hatching  might  be  effectually 
disappointed.     The  king  gratified  them  in  their  request 
of  a  proclamation,  which  was  not  much  regarded  ;  but  a 
remarkable  law  was  enacted  against  Papists  in  the  course 
of  the  ensuing  session.     The  old  East  India  Company 
about  this  period  petitioned  the  Lower  House  to  make 
some  provision  that  their  corporation  might  subsist  for 
the  residue  of  the  term  of  twenty- one  years,  granted  by 
his  majesty's  charter :  that  the  payment  of  the  five  pounds 
per  cent,  by  the  late  act  for  settling  the  trade  to  the  East 
Indies,  might  be  settled  and  adjusted  in  such  a  manner 
as  not  to  remain  a  burden  on  the  petitioners ;  and  that 
such  further  considerations  might  be  had  for  their  re- 
lief, and  for  the  preservation  of  the  East  India  trade,  as 
should  be  thought  reasonable.     A  bill  was  brought  in 
upon  the  subject  of  this  petition ;  but  rejected  at  the 
second  reading.    Discontents  had  risen  to  such  a  height, 
that  some  members  began  to  assert,  they  were  not  bound 
to  maintain  the  votes  and  credit  of  the  former  Parlia- 
ment ;  and  upon  this  maxim  would  have  contributed 
their  interest  towards  a  repeal  of  the  act  made  in  favour 
of  the  new  company ;  but  such  a  scheme  was  of  too  dan- 
gerous consequence  to  the  public  credit  to  be  carried 
into  execution. 

That  spirit  of  peevishness  which  could  not  be  grati- 
fied with  this  sacrifice,  produced  an  inquiry  into  the 
management  of  naval  affairs,  which  was  aimed  at  the 
Earl  of  Orford,  a  nobleman  whose  power  gave  umbrage, 
and  whose  wealth  excited  envy.  He  officiated  both  as 
treasurer  of  the  navy  and  lord  commissioner  of  the  Ad- 
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iniralty,  and  seemed  to  have  forgot  the  sphere  from    chap. 

which  he  had  risen  to  title  and  office.     The  Commons  v_I^i » 

drew  up  an  address,  complaining  of  some  unimportant  ^^*'^- 
articles  of  mismanagement  in  the  conduct  of  the  navy ; 
and  the  earl  was  wise  enough  to  avoid  further  prosecu- 
tion, by  resigning  his  employments.  On  the  fourth  day 
of  May  the  king  closed  the  session,  with  a  short  speech, 
hinting  dissatisfaction  at  their  having  neglected  to  con- 
sider some  points  which  he  had  recommended  to  their 
attention  ;  and  the  Parliament  was  prorogued  to  the  first 
of  June^  In  a  little  time  after  this  prorogation,  his 
majesty  appointed  a  regency*" ;  and  on  the  second  day  of 
June  embarked  for  Holland. 

In  Ireland  nothing  of  moment  was  transacted.     The  The  Scot- 
Parliament  of  that  kingdom  passed  an  act  for  raising  panJ^m'ake 
one  hundred   and   twenty    thousand   pounds  on  lands,  a  settle- 
tenements,  and  hereditaments,  to  defray  the  expense  of  ^f^^ug^^® 
maintaining  twelve  thousand  men,  who  had  been  voted  Danen. 
by  the  Commons  of  England,  when  the  assembly  was 
prorogued.      A  new  commission  afterwards  arrived  at 
Dublin,  constituting  the  Duke  of  Bolton,  the  Earls  of 
Berkeley  and  Galway,  lords  justices  of  Ireland.     The 
clamour  in  Scotland  increased  against  the  ministry,  who 
had  disowned  their  company,  and,  in  a  great  measure, 
defeated  the  design  from  which  they  had  promised  them- 
selves such  heaps  of  treasure.     Notwithstanding  the  dis- 
couragements to  which  their  company  had  been  exposed, 
they  fitted  out  two  of  four  large  ships  which  had  been 
built  at  Hamburgh  for  their  service.     These  were  laden 
with  a  cargo  for  trafiic,  with  some  artillery  and  military 
stores ;  and  the  adventurers  embarking,  to  the  number 
of  twelve  hundred,  they  sailed  from  the  Frith  of  Edin- 
burgh, with  some  tenders,  on  the  seventeenth  day  of 

b  About  the  latter  end  of  March  the  Earl  of  Warwick  and  Lord  Mohun,  were 
tried  by  their  Peers  in  Westminster-hall  for  the  murder  of  Captain  Richard  Coote, 
who  had  been  killed  in  a  midnight  combat  of  three  on  each  side.  Warwick  was 
found  guilty  of  manslaughter,  and  Mohun  acquitted. 

Villiers,  Earl  of  Jersey,  who  had  been  sent  ambassador  to  France,  was  appointed 
secretary  of  state,  in  the  room  of  the  Duke  of  Shrewsbury  :  this  nobleman  was 
created  lord  chamberlain  ;  the  Earl  of  Manchester  was  sent  ambassador  extra- 
ordinary to  France  ;  the  Earl  of  Pembroke  was  declared  lord  president  of  the 
council ;  and  Lord  Viscount  Lonsdale  keeper  of  the  privy  seal. 

c  Consisting  of  the  lord  chancellor,  the  lord  president,  the  lord  privy  seal,  the 
lord  steward  of  the  household,  the  Earl  of  Bridgewater,  first  commissioner  of  the 
Admiralty,  the  Earl  of  Marlborough,  the  Earl  of  Jersey,  and  Mr.  Montague. 
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CHAP.  July  in  the  preceding  year.  At  Madeira  they  took  in 
^J'  .  a  supply  of.  wine,  and  then  steered  to  Crab  Island,  in 
1699.  the  neighbourhood  of  St.  Thomas,  lying  between  Santa- 
Cruz  and  Porto-Rico.  Their  design  was  to  take  pos- 
session of  this  little  island ;  but,  when  they  entered  the 
road,  they  saw  a  large  tent  pitched  upon  the  strand, 
and  the  Danish  colours  flying.  Finding  themselves  an- 
ticipated in  this  quarter,  they  directed  their  course  to 
the  coast  of  Darien,  where  they  treated  with  the  natives 
for  the  establishment  of  their  colony,  and  taking  pos- 
session of  the  ground,  to  which  they  gave  the  name  of 
Caledonia,  began  to  execute  their  plan  of  erecting  a  town 
under  the  appellation  of  New  Edinburgh,  by  the  direction 
of  their  council,  consisting  of  Paterson  the  projector, 
and  six  other  directors.  They  had  no  sooner  completed 
their  settlement,  than  they  wrote  a  letter  to  the  king, 
containing  a  detail  of  their  proceedings.  They  pre- 
tended they  had  received  undoubted  intelligence  that 
the  French  intended  to  make  a  settlement  on  that  coast ; 
and  that  their  colony  would  be  the  means  of  preventing 
the  evil  consequences  which  might  arise  to  his  majesty's 
kingdom  and  dominions  from  the  execution  of  such  a 
scheme.  They  acknowledged  his  goodness  in  granting 
those  privileges  by  which  their  company  was  established  ; 
they  implored  the  continuance  of  his  royal  favour  and  pro- 
tection, as  they  had  punctually  adhered  to  the  conditions 
of  the  act  of  Parliament,  and  the  patent  they  had  obtained. 
Which,  By  this  time,  however,  the  king  was  resolved  to  crush 

theylll'  them  eflectually.  Hte  understood  that  the  greater  part 
compelled  of  their  provisious  had  been  consumed  before  they  set 
sail  from  Scotland,  and  foresaw  that  they  must  be  reduced 
to  a  starving  condition,  if  not  supplied  from  the  English 
colonies.  That  they  might  be  debarred  of  all  such  assist- 
ance, he  sent  orders  to  the  governors  of  Jamaica,  and 
the  other  English  settlements  in  America,  to  issue  pro- 
clamations, prohibiting,  under  the  severest  penalties,  all 
his  majesty's  subjects  from  holding  any  correspondence 
with  the  Scottish  colony,  or  assisting  it,  in  any  shape, 
with  arms,  ammunition,  or  provisions,  on  pretence  that 
they  had  not  communicated  their  design  to  his  majesty, 
but  had  peopled  Darien,  in  violation  of  the  peace  sub- 
sisting between  him  and  his  allies.     Their  colony  was, 
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doubtless,  a  very  dangerous  encroachment  upon  the  chap. 
Spaniards,  as  it  would  have  commanded  the  passage  be-  v  ^^'  . 
tween  Porto-Bello  and  Panama,  and  divided  the  Spanish  *^^^- 
empire  in  America.  The  French  king  complained  of  the 
invasion,  and  offered  to  supply  the  court  of  Madrid  with 
a  fleet  to  dislodge  the  interlopers.  Colonna,  Marquis  de 
Canales,  the  Spanish  ambassador  at  the  court  of  London, 
presented  a  memorial  to  King  William,  remonstrating 
against  the  settlement  of  this  colony,  as  a  mark  of  dis- 
regard, and  a  breach  of  the  alliance  between  the  two 
crowns ;  and  declaring,  that  his  master  would  take  proper 
measures  against  such  hostilities.  The  Scots  aflSrmed, 
that  the  natives  of  Darien  were  a  free  people,  whom  the 
Spaniards  had  in  vain  attempted  to  subdue ;  that,  there- 
fore, they  had  an  original  and  incontrovertible  right  to 
dispose  of  their  own  lands,  part  of  which  the  company 
had  purchased  for  a  valuable  consideration.  But  there 
was  another  cause  more  powerful  than  the  remonstrances 
of  the  Spanish  court  to  which  this  colony  fell  a  sacrifice ; 
and  that  was  the  jealousy  of  the  English  traders  and 
planters.  Darien  was  said  to  be  a  country  abounding 
with  gold,  which  would  in  a  little  time  enrich  the  ad- 
venturers. The  Scots  were  known  to  be  an  enterprising 
and  pertinacious  people  ;  and  their  harbour  near  Golden 
Island  was  already  declared  a  free  port.  The  English 
apprehended  that  their  planters  would  be  allured  into 
this  new  colony,  by  the  double  prospect  of  finding  gold, 
and  plundering  the  Spaniards :  that  the  buccaneers  in  par- 
ticular would  choose  it  as  their  chief  residence :  that  the 
plantations  of  England  would  be  deserted  :  that  Darien 
would  become  another  Algiers  ;  and  that  the  settlement 
would  produce  a  rupture  with  Spain,  in  consequence  of 
which  the  English  effects  in  that  kingdom  would  be  con- 
fiscated. The  Dutch,  too,  are  said  to  have  been  jealous 
of  a  company,  which  in  time  might  have  proved  their 
competitors  in  the  illicit  commerce  to  the  Spanish  main ; 
and  to  have  hardened  the  king's  heart  against  the  new 
settlers,  whom  he  abandoned  to  their  fate,  notwithstanding 
the  repeated  petitions  and  remonstrances  of  their  consti- 
tuents. Famine  compelled  the  first  adventurers  to  quit 
the  coast :  a  second  recruit  of  men  and  provisions  was 
sent  thither  from  Scotland ;  but  one  of  their  ships^  laden 
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CHAP,  with  provisions,  being  burnt  by  accident,  they  likewise 
.  ^^'  ,  deserted  the  place  :  another  reinforcement  arrived,  and 
1699.  being  better  provided  than  the  two  former,  might  have 
maintained  their  footing ;  but  they  were  soon  divided 
into  factions  that  rendered  all  their  schemes  abortive. 
The  Spaniards  advanced  against  them ;  when,  finding 
themselves  incapable  of  withstanding  the  enemy,  they 
solicited  a  capitulation,  by  virtue  of  which  they  were  per- 
mitted to  retire.  Thus  vanished  all  the  golden  dreams 
of  the  Scottish  nation,  which  had  engaged  in  this  design 
with  incredible  eagerness,  and  even  embarked  a  greater 
sum  of  money  than  ever  they  had  advanced  upon  any 
other  occasion.  They  were  now  not  only  disappointed 
in  their  expectations  of  wealth  and  affluence,  but  a  great 
number  of  families  were  absolutely  ruined  by  the  mis- 
carriage of  the  design,  which  they  imputed  solely  to  the 
conduct  of  King  William.  The  whole  kingdom  of  Scot- 
land seemed  to  join  in  the  clamour  that  was  raised  against 
their  sovereign,  taxed  him  with  double  dealing,  inhuman- 
ity, and  base  ingratitude,  to  a  people  who  had  lavished 
their  treasure  and  best  blood  in  support  of  his  govern- 
ment, and  in  the  gratification  of  his  ambition ;  and,  had 
their  power  been  equal  to  their  animosity,  in  all  pro- 
bability a  rebellion  would  have  ensued. 
Remon-  William,  meanwhile,  enioyed  himself  at  Loo,  where 

theSpanish  ho  was  visitod  by  the  Duke  of  Zell,  with  whom  he  had 
^'^^tth  ^^^^  cultivated  an  intimacy  of  friendship.  During  his 
treaty  of  residence  in  this  place,  the  Earl  of  Portland  and  the 
partition,  (jrand  Pensionary  of  Holland  frequently  conferred  with 
the  French  ambassador,  Count  Tallard,  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  the  Spanish  succession.  The  first  plan  of  the 
partition  being  defeated  by  the  death  of  the  young  Prince 
of  Bavaria,  they  found  it  necessary  to  concert  another, 
and  began  a  private  negotiation  for  that  purpose.  The 
court  of  Spain,  apprised  of  their  intention,  sent  a  written 
remonstrance  to  Mr.  Stanhope,  the  English  minister  at 
Madrid,  expressing  their  resentment  at  this  unprece- 
dented method  of  proceeding,  and  desiring  that  a  stop 
might  be  put  to  those  intrigues,  seeing  the  King  of  Spain 
would  of  himself  take  the  necessary  steps  for  preserving 
the  public  tranquillity,  in  case  he  should  die  without 
heirs  of  his  body.     A  representation  of  the  same  kind 
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was  made  to  the  ministers  of  France  and  Holland :  the  chap. 
Marquis  de  Canales,  the  Spanish  ambassador  at  London,  v  ^^'  , 
delivered  a  memorial  to  the  lords  justices,  couched  in  ^^99. 
the  most  virulent  terms,  against  this  transaction,  and 
even  appealing  from  the  king  to  the  Parliament.  This 
Spaniard  was  pleased  with  an  opportunity  to  insult.  King 
William,  who  hated  his  person,  and  had  forbid  him  the 
court,  on  account  of  his  appearing  covered  in  his  ma- 
jesty's presence.  The  regency  had  no  sooner  commu- 
nicated this  paper  to  the  king,  than  he  ordered  the 
ambassador  to  quit  the  kingdom  in  eighteen  days,  and 
to  remain  within  his  own  house  till  the  time  of  his 
departure.  He  was  likewise  given  to  understand,  that 
no  writing  would  be  received  from  him  or  any  of  his 
domestics.  Mr.  Stanhope  was  directed  to  complain  at 
Madrid  of  the  affront  offered  to  his  master,  which  he 
styled  an  insolent  and  saucy  attempt  to  stir  up  sedition 
in  the  kingdom,  by  appealing  to  the  people  and  Parlia- 
ment of  England  against  his  majesty.  The  court  of 
Spain  justified  what  their  minister  had  done,  and  in  their 
turn  ordered  Mr.  Stanhope  to  leave  their  dominions. 
Don  Bernardo  de  Quiros,  the  Spanish  ambassador  in 
Holland,  prepared  a  memorial  on  the  same  subject  to 
the  States-General;  which,  however,  they  refused  to 
accept.  These  remonstrances  did  not  interrupt  the  ne- 
gotiation, in  which  Louis  was  so  eager,  that  he  com- 
plained of  William,  as  if  he  had  not  employed  his  whole 
influence  in  prevailing  upon  the  Dutch  to  signify  their 
accession  to  the  articles  agreed  upon  by  France  and  Eng- 
land ;  but  his  Britannic  majesty  found  means  to  remove 
this  jealousy. 

About  the  middle  of  October,  William  returned  to  The  Com- 
England,  and  conferred  upon  the  Duke  of  Shrewsbury  "g'i'in^the'ir 
the  office  of  chamberlain,  vacant  since  the  resignation  of  resolutions 
Sunderland.     Mr.  Montague,  at  the  same  period,  re-*he°ki^!^ 
signed  his  seat  at  the  treasury-board,  together  with  the 
chancellorship  of  the  exchequer ;  either  foreseeing  un- 
common difficulty  in  managing  a  House  of  Commons, 
after  they  had  been  dismissed  in  ill-humour,  or  dread- 
ing the  interest  of  his  enemies,  who  might  procure  a  vote 
that  his  two  places  were  inconsistent.     The  king  opened 
the   session    of  Parliament,    on   the  sixteenth    day   of 

VOL.  I.  X 
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CHAP.  November,  with  a  long  speech,  advising  a  further  provision 
t  ^^'  ,  for  the  safety  of  the  kingdom  by  sea  and  land,  as  well  as 
ie9».  the  repairs  of  ships  and  fortifications  ;  exhorting  the  Com- 
mons to  make  good  the  deficiencies  of  the  funds,  dis- 
charge the  debts  of  the  nation,  and  provide  the  necessary 
supplies.  He  recommended  some  good  bill  for  the 
more  effectual  preventing  and  punishing  unlawful  and 
clandestine  trading;  and  expressed  a  desire,  that  some 
method  should  be  taken  for  employing  the  poor,  which 
were  become  a  burden  to  the  kingdom.  He  assured 
them,  his  resolutions  were  to  countenance  virtue  and 
discourage  vice ;  and  that  he  would  decline  no  difficul- 
ties and  dangers,  where  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  the 
nation  might  be  concerned.  He  concluded  with  these 
words :  "  Since,  then,  our  aims  are  only  for  the  general 
good,  let  us  act  with  confidence  in  one  another ;  which 
will  not  fail,  with  God's  blessing,  to  make  me  a  happy 
king,  and  you  a  great  and  flourishing  people." — ^The 
Commons  were  now  become  wanton  in  their  disgust. 
Though  they  had  received  no  real  provocation,  they  re- 
tsolved  to  mortify  him  vrith  their  proceedings.  They 
affected  to  put  odious  interpretations  on  the  very  harm- 
less expression  of,  "let  us  act  with  confidence  in  one 
another."  Instead  of  an  address  of  thanks,  according  to 
the  usual  custom,  they  presented  a  sullen  remonstrance, 
complaining  that  a  jealousy  and  disgust  had  been  raised 
of  their  duty  and  affection  ;  and  desiring  he  would  show 
marks  of  his  high  displeasure  towards  all  persons  who 
had  presumed  to  misrepresent  their  proceedings  to  his 
majesty.  He  declared,  in  his  answer,  that  no  person 
had  ever  dared  to  misrepresent  their  proceedings,  and, 
that  if  any  should  presume  to  impose  upon  him  by  such 
calumnies,  he  would  treat  them  as  his  worst  enemies. 
Inquiry  The  House  was  not  in  a  humour  to  be  appeased  with 

^dition^of  soothing  promiscs  and  protestations:  they  determined 
wm'^^  to  distress  him,  by  prosecuting  his  ministers.  During 
the  war,  the  colonies  of  North  America  had  grown  rich 
by  piracy.  One  Kidd,  the  master  of  a  sloop,  undertook 
to  suppress  the  pirates,  provided  the  government  would 
furnish  him  with  a  ship  of  thirty  guns,  well  manned. 
The  board  of  Admiralty  declaring  that  such  a  number 
of  seamen  could  not  be  spared  from  the  public  service. 
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Kidd  was  equipped  by  the  private  subscription  of  the  chap. 
lord  chancellor,  the  Duke  of  Shrewsbury,  the  Earls  of  u-Zil^ 
Romney,  Orford,  and  Bellamont,  Sir  Edward  Harrison,  ^^^* 
and  Colonel  Livingstone,  of  New  York.  The  king  pro- 
mised to  contribute  one-half  of  the  expense,  and  re- 
served to  himself  one-tenth  of  the  profits  ;  but  he  never 
advanced  the  money.  Kidd,  being  thus  equipped,  and 
provided  with  a  commission  to  act  against  the  French, 
as  well  as  to  make  war  on  certain  pirates  therein  men- 
tioned by  name,  set  sail  from  Plymouth ;  but,  instead  of 
cruising  on  the  coast  of  America,  he  directed  his  course 
to  the  East  Indies,  where  he  himself  turned  pirate,  and 
took  a  rich  ship  belonging  to  the  Moors.  Having  di- 
vided his  booty  with  his  crew,  ninety  of  whom  left  him, 
in  order  to  join  other  adventurers,  he  burned  his  own 
ship,  and  sailed  with  his  prize  to  the  West  Indies. 
There  he  purchased  a  sloop,  in  which  he  steered  for 
North  America,  leaving  part  of  his  men  in  the  prize,  to 
remain  in  one  of  the  Leeward  Islands,  until  they  should 
receive  further  instructions.  Arriving  on  the  coast  of 
New  York,  he  sent  one  Emmet  to  make  his  peace  with 
the  Earl  of  Bellamont,  the  governor  of  that  province, 
who  inveigled  him  into  a  negotiation,  in  the  course  of 
which  he  was  apprehended.  Then  his  lordship  sent  an 
account  of  his  proceedings  to  the  secretary  of  state, 
desiring  that  he  would  send  for  the  prisoners  to  Eng- 
land, as  there  was  no  law  in  that  colony  for  punishing 
piracy  with  death,  and  the  majority  of  the  people 
favoured  that  practice.  The  Admiralty,  by  order  of  the 
lords  justices,  despatched  the  ship  Rochester  to  bring 
home  the  prisoners  and  their  effects ;  but,  after  having 
been  tossed  for  some  time  with  tempestuous  weather, 
this  vessel  was  obliged  to  return  to  Plymouth  in  a  shat- 
tered condition.  This  incident  furnished  the  malecon- 
tents  with  a  colour  to  paint  the  ministry  as  the  authors 
and  abettors  of  a  piratical  expedition,  which  they  wanted 
to  screen  from  the  cognizance  of  the  public.  The  old 
East  India  Company  had  complained  to  the  regency  of 
the  capture  made  by  Kidd  in  the  East  Indies,  appre- 
hending, as  the  vessel  belonged  to  the  Moors,  they  should 
be  exposed  to  the  resentment  of  the  mogul.  In  the  be- 
ginning of  December,  this  subject  being  brought  abruptly 
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into  the  House  of  CommoDs,  a  motion  was  made,  that  the 
letters-patent  granted  to  the  Earl  of  Bellamont  and 
others,  of  pirates'  goods,  were  dishonoumble  to  the  king, 
against  the  laws  of  nations,  contrary  to  the  laws  and 
statutes  of  the  land,  invasive  of  property,  and  destructive 
of  trade  and  commerce.  A  warm  debate  ensued,  in  the 
course  of  which  some  members  declaimed  with  great  bitter- 
ness against  the  chancellor  and  the  Duke  of  Shrewsbury, 
as  partners  in  a  piratical  scheme  ;  but  these  imputations 
were  refuted,  and  the  motion  was  rejected  by  a  great 
majority.  Not  but  they  might  have  justly  stigmatized 
the  expedition  as  a  little  mean  adventure,  in  which 
those  noblemen  had  embarked  with  a  view  to  their  own 
private  advantage. 

While  this  affair  was  in  agitation  among  the  Commons, 
the  attention  of  the  Upper  House  was  employed  upon 
the  case  of  Dr.  Watson,  Bishop  of  St.  David's.  This 
prelate  was  supposed  to  have  paid  a  valuable  consider- 
ation for  his  bishopric ;  and,  after  his  elevation,  had  sold 
the  preferments  in  his  gift,  with  a  view  of  being  reim- 
bursed. He  was  accused  of  simony ;  and,  after  a  solemn 
hearing  before  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  and  six 
suffragans,  convicted  and  deprived.  Then  he  pleaded  his 
privilege ;  so  that  the  affair  was  brought  into  the  House 
of  Lords,  who  refused  to  own  him  as  a  peer  after  he  had 
ceased  to  be  a  bishop.  Thus  disappointed,  he  had  re- 
course to  the  court  of  delegates,  by  whom  the  archbishop's 
sentence  was  confirmed.  The  next  effort  that  the  Com- 
mons made,  with  a  view  of  mortifying  King  William, 
was  to  raise  a  clamour  against  Dr.  Burnet,  Bishop  of 
Sarum.  He  was  represented  in  the  House  as  a  very  unfit 
preceptor  for  the  Duke  of  Gloucester,  both  as  a  Scottish 
man,  and  author  of  that  pastoral  letter,  which  had  been 
burned  by  order  of  the  Parliament,  for  asserting  that 
William  had  a  right  to  the  crown  from  conquest.  A 
motion  was  made  for  addressing  his  majesty  that  this 
prelate  might  be  dismissed  from  his  employment,  but 
rejected  by  a  great  majority.  Burnet  had  acted  with 
uncommon  integrity  in  accepting  the  trust.  He  had 
declined  the  ofiice  which  he  was  in  a  manner  forced  to 
accept.  He  had  offered  to  resign  his  bishopric,  thinking 
the  employment  of  a  tutor  would  interfere  with  the  duty 
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of  a  pastor.     He  insisted  upon  the  duke's  residence  all    chap. 
the  summer  at  Windsor,  which   is  in  the  diocese  of  v     ^^'    . 
Sarum;  and  added  to  his  private  charities  the  whole     ^^^• 
income  of  his  new  office. 

The  circumstance  on  which  the  anti-courtiers  built  inquiry 
their  chief  hope  of  distressing  or  disgracing  the  govern-  iri^h  fer- 
ment, was  the  inquiry  into  the  Irish  forfeitures  which  feitures. 
the  king  had  distributed,  among  his  own  dependents. 
The  commissioners  appointed  by  Parliament  to  examine 
these  particulars  were  Annesley,  Trenchard,  Hamilton, 
Langford,  the  Earl  of  Drogheda,  Sir  Francis  Brewster, 
and  Sir  Richard  Leving.  The  first  four  were  actuated 
by  all  the  virulence  of  fection :  the  other  three  were  se- 
cretly guided  by  ministerial  influence.  They  began  their 
inquiry  in  Ireland,  and  proceeded  with  such  severity  as 
seemed  to  flow  rather  from  resentment  to  the  court,  than 
from  a  love  of  justice  and  abhorrence  of  corruption. 
They  in  particular  scrutinized  the  grant  of  an  estate  which 
the  king  had  made  to  Mrs.  Villiers,  now  Countess  of 
Orkney,  so  as  to  expose  his  majesty's  partiality  for  that 
favourite,  and  subject  him  to  an  additional  load  of  popu- 
lar odium.  In  the  course  of  their  examination,  the  Earl 
of  Drogheda,  Leving,  and  Brewster,  opposed  the  rest  of 
the  commissioners  in  divers  articles  of  the  report  which 
they  refused  to  sign,  and  sent  over  a  memorial  to  the 
House  of  Commons,  explaining  their  reasons  for  dissent- 
ing from  their  colleagues.  By  this  time,  however,  they 
were  considered  as  hirelingsof  the  court,  and  no  regard  was 
paid  to  their  representations.  The  others  delivered  their 
report,  declaring  that  a  million  and  a  half  of  money  might 
be  raised  from  the  sale  of  the  confiscated  estates ;  and 
a  bill  was  brought  in  for  applying  them  to  the  use  of  the 
public.  A  motion  being  made  to  reserve  a  third  part  for 
the  king's  disposal,  it  was  overruled :  then  the  Commons 
passed  an  extraordinary  vote,  importing,  that  they  would 
not  receive  any  petition  from  any  person  whatsoever  con- 
cerning the  grants ;  and  that  they  would  consider  the 
great  services  performed  by  the  commissioners  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  forfeited  estates.  They  resolved,  that 
the  four  commissioners  who  had  signed  the  report  had 
acquitted  themselves  with  understanding,  courage,  and 
integrity;  and   that  Sir  Richard  Leving,  as  author  of 
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CHAP,  groundless  and  scandalous  aspersions  cast  upon  his  four 
.  ^^'  .  colleagues,  should  be  committed  prisoner  to  the  Tower 
1699.  They  afterwards  came  to  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  presented  to  the  king  in  form  of  an  address :  that  the 
procuring  and  passing  those  grants  had  occasioned  great 
debts  upon  the  nation,  and  heavy  taxes  upon  the  people, 
and  highly  reflected  upon  the  king's  honour ;  and  that 
the  officers  and  instruments  concerned  in  the  same  had 
highly  failed  in  the  performance  of  their  trust  and  duty. 
The  king  answered,  that  he  was  not  only  led  by  inclina- 
tion, but  thought  himself  obliged  in  justice  to  reward 
those  who  had  served  well  in  the  reduction  of  Ireland, 
out  of  the  estates  forfeited  to  him  by  the  rebellion  in 
that  kingdom.  He  observed,  that  as  the  long  war  had 
left  the  nation  much  in  debt,  their  taking  just  and  effec- 
tual ways  for  lessening  that  debt,  and  supporting  public 
credit,  was  what,  in  his  opinion,  would  best  contribute  to 
the  honour,  interest,  and  safety  of  the  kingdom.  This 
answer  kindled  a  flame  of  indignation  in  the  House.* 
They  forthwith  resolved,  that  the  adviser  of  it  had  used 
his  utmost  endeavours  to  create  a  misunderstanding  and 
jealousy  between  the  king  and  his  people. 
The  Com-  They  prepared,  finished,  and  passed  a  bill  of  resump- 
™biiur*  tion.  They  ordered  the  report  of  the  commissioners,  to- 
resump-  gether  with  the  king's  promise  and  speeches,  and  the 
former  resolutions  of  the  House,  touching  the  forfeited 
estates  in  Ireland,  to  be  printed  and  published  for  their 
justification ;  and  they  resolved,  that  the  procuring  or 
passing  exorbitant  grants  by  any  member,  now  of  the 
privy  council,  or  by  any  other  that  had  been  a  privy 
counsellor,  in  this  or  any  former  reign,  to  his  use  or 
benefit,  was  a  high  crime  and  misdemeanour.  That  jus- 
tice might  be  done  to  purchasers  and  creditors  in  the  act 
of  resumption,  thirteen  trustees  were  authorized  and 
empowered  to  hear  and  determine  all  claims  relating  to 
those  estates ;  to  sell  them  to  the  best  purchasers ;  and 
the  money  arising  from  the  sale  was  appropriated  to  pay 
the  arrears  of  the  army.  It  passed  under  the  title  of  a 
bill  for  granting  an  aid  to  his  majesty,  by  the  sale  of  for- 
feited and  other  estates  and  interests  in  Ireland ;  and 
that  it  might  undergo  no  alteration  in  the  House  of 
Lords,  it  was  consolidated  with  the  money  bill  for  the 


tion. 
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service  of  the  year.     In  the  House  of  Lords  it  produced    chap. 

warm  debates ;  and  some  alterations  were  made,  which  v ^ 

the  Commons  unanimously  rejected.     They  seemed  to  be     ^®^' 
now  more  than  ever  exasperated  against  the  ministry, 
and  ordered  a  list  of  the  privy  council  to  be  laid  before 
the  House.     The  Lords  demanded  conferences,  which 
served  only  to  exasperate  the  two  Houses  against  each 
other:   for  the  Peers  insisted  upon  their  amendments, 
and  the  Commons  were  so  provoked  at  their  interfering 
in  a  money  bill,  that  they  determined  to  give  a  loose  to 
their  resentment.     They  ordered  all  the  doors  of  their 
House  to  be  shut,  that  no  members  should  go  forth. 
Then  they  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  Irish 
forfeitures,  with  the  list  of  the  privy  counsellors ;  and  a 
question  was  moved,  that  an  address  should  be  made  to 
his  majesty,  to  remove  John  Lord  Somers,  Chancellor  of 
England,  from  his  presence  and  councils  for  ever.     This, 
however,  was  carried  in  the  negative  by  a  great  majority. 
The  king  was  extremely  chagrined  at  the  bill,  which  he 
considered  as  an  invasion  of  his  prerogative,  an  insult  on  Bumet. 
his  person,  and  an  mjury  to  his  rnends  and  servants ;  and  coie's 
he  at  first  resolved  to  hazard  all  the  consequences  of  re-  ^em. 
fusing  to  pass  it  into  a  law ;  but  he  was  diverted  from  Tracts, 
his  purpose  by  the  remonstrances  of  those  in  whom  he  ^^^af^^* 
chiefly  confided.     He  could  not,  however,  dissemble  his  Ralph.* 
resentment.     He  became  sullen,  peevish,  and  morose,  and 
his  enemies  did  not  fail  to  make  use  of  this  additional 
ill-humour,  as  a  proof  of  his  aversion  to  the  English  peo- 
ple.    Though  the  motion  against  the  chancellor  had  mis- 
carried, the  Commons  resolved  to  address  his  majesty,  that 
no  person  who  was  not  a  native  of  his  dominions,  except 
his  royal  highliess  Prince  George  of  Denmark,  should  be 
admitted  into  his  majesty's  councils  in  England  or  Ire- 
land.    This  resolution  was  levelled  against  the  Earls  of 
Portland,  Albemarle,  and  Gralway ;  but  before  the  ad- 
dress could  be  presented,  the  king  went  to  the  House  of 
Peers,  and  having  passed  the  bill  which  had  produced 
such  a  ferment,  with  some  others,  commanded  the  Earl 
of  Bridgewater,  speaker  of  the  House,  in  the  absence  of 
the  chancellor,  who  was  indisposed,  to  prorogue  the  Par- 
liament to  the  twenty-third  day  of  May. 

In  the  course  of  this  session,  the  Commons  having 
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eft  AP.  prosecuted  their  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  Kidd,  brought 
V  ^^'  ,  in  a  bill  for  the  more  effectual  suppressing  of  piracy, 
1700.  which  passed  into  a  law :  understanding  afterwards  that 
Kidd  was  brought  over  to  England,  they  presented  an 
address  to  the  king,  desiring  that  he  might  not  be  tried, 
discharged,  or  pardoned,  till  the  next  session  of  Parlia- 
ment; and  his  majesty  complied  with  their  request. 
Boiling  still  with  indignation  against  the  lord  chancellor, 
who  had  turned  many  disaffected  persons  out  of  the  com- 
mission of  the  peace,  the  House  ordered  a  bill  to  be  pre- 
pared for  qualifying  justices  of  the  peace ;  and  appointed 
a  committee  to  inspect  the  commission.  This  reporting 
that  many  dissenters,  and  men  of  small  fortunes,  depend- 
ing on  the  court,  were  put  into  those  places,  the  Com- 
mons declared  in  an  address,  that  it  would  much  con- 
duce to  the  service  of  his  majesty,  and  the  good  of  this 
kingdom,  that  gentlemen  of  quality  and  good  estates 
should  be  restored,  and  put  into  the  commissions  of  the 
peace  and  lieutenancy ;  and  that  men  of  small  estates  be 
neither  continued,  nor  put  into  the  said  commissions.  The 
king  assured  them  he  was  of  the  same  opinion ;  and  that 
he  would  give  directions  accordingly.  They  were  so 
mollified  by  this  instance  of  his  condescension,  that  they 
thanked  him  in  a  body  for  his  gracious  answer.  They 
passed  a  bill  to  exculpate  such  as  had  neglected  to  sign 
the  association,  either  through  mistake,  or  want  of  oppor- 
^"^^^  b!r  ^^'^^^y*  Having  received  a  petition  from  the  Lancashire 
against  clergy,  complaiuiug  of  the  insolence  and  attempts  of 
Papists,  popish  priests,  they  appointed  a  committee  to  inquire 
how  far  the  laws  against  popish  refugees  had  been  put  in 
execution ;  and  upon  the  report,  a  bill  was  brought  in, 
complying  with  the  prayer  of  the  petition.  It  decreed  a 
further  reward  to  such  persons  as  should  discover  and 
convict  popish  priests  and  Jesuits;  and  perpetual  im- 
prisonment for  those  convicted  on  the  oath  of  one  or  more 
witnesses.  It  enacted,  that  no  person,  born  after  the 
twenty-fifth  day  of  March  next  ensuing,  being  a  Papist, 
should  be  capable  of  inheriting  any  title  of  honour  or 
estate  within  the  kingdom  of  England,  dominion  of 
Wales,  or  town  of  Berwick-upon-Tweed;  and  that  no 
Papist  should  be  capable  of  purchasing  any  lands,  tene- 
ments, or  hereditaments,  either  in  his  own  name  or  in 
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the  name  of  any  other  person  in  trust  for  him.     Several    chap. 

alterations  were  made  in  this  first  draft,  before  it  was  , ^^-    . 

finished  and  sent  up  to  the  Lords,  some  of  whom  pro-  noo. 
posed  amendments :  these,  however,  were  not  adopted ; 
and  the  bill  obtained  the  royal  assent,  contrary  to  the  ex- 
pectation of  those  who  prosecuted  the  measure,  on  the 
supposition  that  the  king  was  a  favourer  of  the  Papists. 
After  all,  the  bill  was  deficient  in  necessary  clauses  to 
enforce  execution ;  so  that  the  law  was  very  little  re- 
garded in  the  sequel. 

The  court  sustained  another  insult  from  the  old  East  The  old 
India  Company,  who  petitioned  the  House  that  theycomV^y"* 
might  be  continued  by  parliamentary  authority  during  re-esta- 
the  remaining  part  of  the  time  prescribed  in  their  char- 
ter. They,  at  the  same  time,  published  a  state  of  their 
case,  in  which  they  expatiated  upon  the  equity  of  their 
claims,  and  magnified  the  injuries  they  had  undergone. 
The  new  company  drew  up  an  answer  to  this  remon- 
strance, exposing  the  corrupt  practices  of  their  adversa- 
ries. But  the  influence  of  their  great  patron,  Mr.  Mon- 
tague, was  now  vanished ;  the  supply  was  not  yet  dis- 
cussed ;  and  the  ministry  would  not  venture  to  provoke 
the  Commons,  who  seemed  propitious  to  the  old  company, 
and  actually  passed  a  bill  in  their  favour.  This,  meeting 
with  no  opposition  in  the  Upper  House,  was  enacted  into 
a  law,  renewing  their  establishment ;  so  that  now  there 
were  two  rival  companies  of  merchants  trading  to  the  East 
Indies.  TheCommons,  not  yet  satisfied  with  the  vexations 
to  which  they  had  exposed  their  sovereign,  passed  a  bill 
to  appoint  commissioners  for  taking  and  examining  the 
public  accounts.  Another  law  was  made  to  prohibit  the 
use  of  India  silks  and  stuffs  which  interfered  with  the 
English  manufactures ;  a  third  to  take  off^  the  duties  on 
the  exportation  of  woollen  manufactures,  corn,  grain,mea], 
bread,  and  biscuit ;  and  a  fourth,  in  which  provision  was 
made  for  punishing  governors,  or  commanders  in  chief 
of  plantations  and  colonies,  in  case  they  should  commit 
any  crimes  or  acts  of  injustice  and  oppression  in  the  ex- 
ercise of  their  administration. 

The  people  of  Scotland  still  continued  in  violent  agi-  Dangerous 
tation.  They  published  a  pamphlet,  containing  a  detail  of  g^^j'^^^'* 
their  grievances,  which  they  in  a  great  measure  ascribed 
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CHAP,  to  his  majesty.  A  complaint  being  preferred  to  the 
^^'  .  House  of  Commons  against  this  performance,  it  was  voted 
1700.  a  false,  scandalous,  and  traitorous  libel,  and  ordered  to  be 
burned  by  the  hands  of  the  common  hangman.  The 
Commons  addressed  his  majesty,  to  issue  his  royal  pro- 
clamation for  apprehending  the  author,  printer,  and  pub- 
lisher of  the  said  libel ;  and  he  complied  with  their  re- 
quest. The  Scottish  company  had  sent  up  an  address  to 
the  king,  in  behalfof  some  adventurers  who  were  wrong- 
fully detained  prisoners  in  Carthagena ;  but  Lord  Basil 
Hamilton,  who  undertook  the  charge  of  this  petition,  was 
refused  admittance  to  his  majesty,  on  pretence  of  his 
being  suspected  of  disaffection  to  the  government.  The 
king,  however,  wrote  to  his  council  for  Scotland,  that  he 
would  demand  the  enlargement  of  the  prisoners,  and 
countenance  any  laudable  measure  that  could  advance  the 
trade  of  that  kingdom.  The  directors  of  the  company, 
not  content  with  this  declaration,  importuned  their  lord 
chancellor,  who  was  in  London,  to  procure  access  for  Lord 
Basil  Hamilton ;  and  the  ministry  took  shelter  from  their 
solicitations  behind  a  parliamentary  inquiry.  The  subject 
of  the  Scottish  colony  being  introduced  into  the  House 
of  Lords,  where  the  ministerial  influence  preponderated, 
a  vehement  debate  arose,  not  from  any  regard  to  the  in- 
terest of  Scotland,  but  from  mere  opposition  to  the  court, 
which,  however,  triumphed  in  the  issue.  A  motion  was 
made,  that  the  settlement  of  the  Scottish  colony  at  Darien 
was  inconsistent  with  the  good  of  the  plantation  trade  of 
England ;  and  passed  in  the  affirmative  by  a  small  ma- 
jority. Then  they  presented  an  address,  declaring  their 
sympathy  with  the  losses  of  their  fellow-subjects,  and 
their  opinion  that  a  prosecution  of  the  design  must  end, 
not  only  in  far  greater  disappointments  to  themselves, 
but  also  prove  very  inconvenient  to  the  trade  and  quiet 
of  the  kingdom.  They  reminded  him  of  the  address  of 
both  Houses,  touching  that  settlement ;  and  they  ex- 
pressed their  approbation  of  the  orders  he  had  sent  to  the 
governors  of  the  plantations  on  this  subject.  The  king,  in 
his  answer  to  the  address,  in  which  the  Commons  refused 
to  concur,  took  the  opportunity  of  exhorting  them  to  con- 
sider of  an  union  between  the  two  kingdoms  as  a  measure, 
than  which  nothing  could  more  contribute  to  their  mutual 
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security  and  advantage.  The  Lords,  in  pursuance  of  this    chap. 

advice,  prepared  a  bill,  appointing  certain  commissioners  v J_^ 

of  the  realm  of  England  to  treat  v^^ith  commissioners  of  ^^^' 
Scotland  for  the  weal  of  both  kingdoms ;  but  it  was  ob- 
structed in  the  House  of  Commons,  who  were  determined 
to  thwart  every  step  that  might  tend  to  lessen  the  disgust, 
or  appease  the  animosity,  of  the  Scottish  nation.  The 
malecontents  insinuated,  that  the  king's  opposition  to  the 
Scottish  company  flowed  neither  from  his  regard  to  the 
interest  of  England,  nor  from  his  punctual  observance  of 
treaties  with  Spain,  but  solely  from  his  attachment  to  the 
Dutch,  who  maintained  an  advantageous  trade  from  the 
Island  of  Cura^oa  to  the  Spanish  plantations  in  America, 
and  were  apprehensive  that  the  Scottish  company  would 
deprive  them  of  this  commerce.  This  interpretation 
served  as  fuel  to  the  flame  already  kindled  in  Scotland, 
and  industriously  blown  up  by  the  calumnies  of  the  Ja- 
cobites. Their  Parliament  adopted  the  company  as  a 
national  concern,  by  voting,  that  the  colony  of  Caledonia 
in  Darien  was  a  legal  and  rightful  settlement,  which  the 
Parliament  would  maintain  and  support.  On  account  of 
this  resolution  the  session  was  for  some  time  discontinued ; 
but  when  the  Scots  understood  their  new  settlement  was 
totally  abandoned,  their  capital  lost,  and  all  their  hope 
entirely  vanished,  the  whole  nation  was  seized  with  a 
transport  of  fury.  They  loudly  exclaimed,  that  they  had 
been  sacrificed  and  basely  betrayed  in  that  quarter  where 
they  were  entitled  to  protection.  They  concerted  an 
address  to  the  king,  couched  in  a  very  high  strain,  repre- 
senting the  necessity  of  an  immediate  Parliament.  It 
was  circulated  about  the  kingdom  for  subscriptions,  signed 
by  a  great  number  of  those  who  sat  in  Parliament,  and 
presented  to  the  king  by  Lord  Boss,  who  with  some  others 
was  deputed  for  that  purpose.  The  king  told  them,  they 
should  know  his  intention  in  Scotland ;  and  in  the  mean 
time  adjourned  their  Parliament  by  proclamation.  The 
people,  exasperated  at  this  new  provocation,  began  to 
form  the  draft  of  a  second  national  address,  to  be  signed 
by  the  shires  and  boroughs  of  the  kingdom ;  but  before 
this  could  be  finished,  the  king  wrote  a  letter  to  the 
Duke  of  Queensberry,  and  the  privy  council  of  that  nation, 
which  was  published  for  the  satisfaction  of  the  people. 
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He  professed  himself  grieved  at  the  nation's  loss,  and 
willing  to  grant  what  might  be  needful  for  the  relief  and 
T700.  ease  of  the  kingdom.  He  assured  them  he  had  their 
interest  at  heart ;  and  that  his  good  subjects  should  have 
convincing  proofs  of  his  sincere  inclination  to  advance 
the  wealth  and  prosperity  of  that  his  ancient  kingdom. 
He  said  he  hoped  this  declaration  would  be  satisfactory 
to  all  good  men  ;  that  they  would  not  suffer  themselves 
to  be  misled ;  nor  give  advantage  to  enemies,  and  ill- 
designing  persons,  ready  to  seize  every  opportunity  of 
embroiling  the  government.  He  gave  them  to  under- 
stand that  his  necessary  absence  had  occasioned  the  late 
adjournment ;  but  as  soon  as  God  should  bring  him  back, 
their  Parliament  should  be  assembled.  Even  this  ex- 
planation, seconded  by  all  the  credit  and  address  of  his 
ministers,  failed  in  allaying  the  national  ferment,  which 
rose  to  the  very  verge  of  rebellion. 
Lord  The  king,  who  from  his  first  accession  to  the  throne, 

nSSe™  had  veered  occasionally  from  one  party  to  another,  ac- 
from  his  cordiuff  to  the  circumstances  of  his  alfeirs,  and  the  oppo- 
ments.  sitiou  he  encountered,  was,  at  this  period,  so  incensed 
and  embarrassed  by  the  caprice  and  insolence  of  the  Com- 
mons, that  he  willingly  lent  an  ear  to  the  leaders  of  the 
tories,  who  undertook  to  manage  the  Parliament  accord- 
ing to  his  pleasure,  provided  he  would  part  with  some  of 
his  ministers,  who  were  peculiarly  odious  to  the  Com- 
mons. The  person  against  whom  their  anger  was  chiefly 
directed  was  the  Lord  Chancellor  Somers,  the  most  ac- 
tive leader  of  the  whig  party.  They  demanded  his  dis- 
mission, and  the  king  exhorted  him  to  resign  his  office ; 
but  he  refusing  to  take  any  step  that  might  indicate  a 
fear  of  his  enemies,  or  a  consciousness  of  guilt,  the  king 
sent  a  peremptory  order  for  the  seals  by  the  Lord  Jersey, 
to  whom  Somers  delivered  them  without  hesitation. 
They  were  successively  offered  to  Lord  Chief  Justice 
Holt,  and  Trevor,  the  attorney-general,  who  declined  ac- 
cepting such  a  precarious  oflSce.  Meanwhile,  the  king 
granted  a  temporary  commission  to  three  judges  to  sit 
in  the  Court  of  Chancery ;  and  at  length  bestowed  the 
seals,  with  the  title  of  lord-keeper,  on  Nathan  Wright, 
one  of  the  Serjeants  at  law,  a  man  but  indifferently  qua- 
lified for  the  office  to  which   he  was  now  preferred. 
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Though  William   seemed   altogether  attached   to  the    chap. 

tones,  and  inclined  to  a  new  Parliament,  no  person  ap-  ^ Zl' * 

peared  to  take  the  lead  in  the  affairs  of  government ;  and,      ^7oo. 
indeed,  for  some  time  the  administration  seemed  to  be 
under  no  particular  direction. 

During  the  transactions  of  the  last  session,  the  nego-  Second 
tiation  for  a  second  partition  treaty  had  been  carried  on  *''®**y  °^ 

r  J  partition. 

in  London  by  the  French  minister,  Tallard,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  Earls  of  Portland  and  Jersey,  and  was  soon 
brought  to  perfection.  On  the  twenty-first  day  of  Feb- 
ruary the  treaty  was  signed  in  London ;  and  on  the 
twenty-fifth  of  the  next  month  it  was  subscribed  at  the 
Hague  by  Briord,  the  French  envoy,  and  the  plenipoten- 
tiaries of  the  States-General.  By  this  convention  the 
treaty  of  Ryswick  was  confirmed.  The  contracting  par- 
ties agreed,  that,  in  case  of  his  Catholic  majesty's  dying 
without  issue,  the  dauphin  should  possess,  for  himself 
and  his  heirs,  the  kingdoms  of  Naples  and  Sicily,  the 
islands  of  St.  Stephano,  Porto  Hercole,  Orbitello,  Tela- 
mone,  Porto  Longone,  Piombino,  the  city  and  marquisate 
of  Final,  the  province  of  Guipuscoa,  the  duchies  of  Lor- 
raine and  Bar,  in  exchange  for  which  last  the  Duke  of 
Lorraine  should  enjoy  the  duchy  of  Milan  ;  but  that  the 
county  of  Biche  should  remain  in  sovereignty  to  the 
Prince  of  Vaudemont :  that  the  Archduke  Charles  should 
inherit  the  kingdom  of  Spain  and  all  its  dependencies  in 
and  out  of  Europe ;  but  in  case  of  his  dying  without 
issue,  it  should  devolve  to  some  other  child  of  the  empe- 
ror, excepting  him  who  might  succeed  as  emperor  or 
king  of  the  Homans :  that  this  monarchy  should  never 
descend  to  a  king  of  France  or  dauphin ;  and  that  three 
months  should  be  allowed  to  the  emperor,  to  consider 
whether  or  not  he  would  accede  to  this  treaty.  Whether 
the  French  king  was  really  sincere  in  his  professions  at 
this  juncture,  or  proposed  this  treaty  with  a  view  to  make 
a  clandestine  use  of  it  at  the  court  of  Spain  for  more 
interested  purposes,  it  is  not  easy  to  determine ;  at  first, 
however,  it  was  concealed  fi*om  the  notice  of  the  public, 
as  if  the  parties  had  resolved  to  take  no  step  in  conse- 
quence of  it  during  the  life  of  his  Catholic  majesty. 

In  the  beginning  of  July  the  king  embarked  for  Hoi-  Death  of 
land,  after  having  appointed  a  regency  to  govern  the  king-  Qio^^egter^ 
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CHAP,    dom  in  his  absence.    On  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  the  same 
,    ^^'    ,  month,  the  young  Duke  of  Gloucester,  the  only  remaining 
1700.     child  of  seventeen  which  the  Princess  Anne  had  borne, 
died  of  a  malignant  fever,  in  the  eleventh  year  of  his  age. 
His  death  was  much  lamented  by  the  greater  part  of  the 
English  nation,  not  only  on  account  of  his  promising 
talents  and  gentle  behaviour,  but  also,  as  it  left  the  suc- 
cession undetermined,  and  might  create  disputes  of  fatal 
consequence  to  the  nation.    The  Jacobites  openly  exulted 
in  an  event  which  they  imagined  would  remove  the  chief 
bar  to  the  interest  of  the  Prince  of  Wales;  but  the  Protest- 
ants generally  turned  their  eyes  upon  the  Princess  Sophia, 
Electress  Dowager  of  Hanover,  and  granddaughter  of 
James  I.  It  was  with  a  view  to  concert  the  establishment 
of  her  succession  that  the  court  of  Brunswick  now  re- 
turned the  visit  of  King  William.     The  present  state 
of  affairs  in  England,  however,  afforded  a  very  uncomfort- 
able prospect.     The  people  were  generally  alienated  from 
the  person  and  government  of  the  reigning  king,  upon 
whom  they  seem  to  have  surfeited.     The  vigour  of  their 
minds  was  destroyed  by  luxury  and  sloth ;  the  severity 
of  their  morals  was  relaxed  by  a  long  habit  of  venality 
and  corruption.      The  king's  health  began  to  decline, 
and  even  his  faculties  decayed  apace.     No  person  was 
appointed  to  ascend  the  throne  when  it  should  become 
vacant.     The  Jacobite  faction  alone  was  eager,  vigilant, 
enterprising,  and  elate.     They  despatched  Mr.  Graham, 
brother  of  Lord  Preston,  to  the  court  of  St.  Germain's 
immediately  after  the  death  of  the  Duke  of  Gloucester ; 
they  began  to  bestir  themselves  all  over  the  kingdom. 
A  report  was  spread  that  the  Princess  Anne  had  privately 
sent  a  message  to  her  father;  and  Britain  was   once 
more  threatened  with  civil  war,  confusion,  anarchy,  and 
ruin. 
The  king        In  the  mean  time.  King  William  was  not  inactive. 
i^tlfthr^^*  The  Kings  of  Denmark  and  Poland,  with  the  Elector 
Baltic,  to    of  Brandenburgh,  had   formed  a  league  to  crush  the 
*nceTfthe  7^^^?  King  of  Swodou,  by  invading  his  dominions  on 
Swedes,     different  sides.      The  Poles   actually  entered   Livonia, 
and  undertook  the  siege  of  Riga ;  the  King  of  Denmark, 
having  demolished  some  forts  in  Holstein,  the  duke  of 
which   was   connected  with  Sweden,  invested  Tonnin- 
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gben.  The  Swedish  minister  in  England  demanded  that  chap. 
assistance  of  William  which  had  been  stipulated  in  a  v  ^^ 
late  renewal  of  the  ancient  treaty  between  England  and  ^ '^^^• 
Sweden.  The  states  of  Holland  were  solicited  to  the 
same  purpose.  Accordingly,  a  fleet  of  thirty  sail,  Eng- 
lish and  Dutch,  was  sent  to  the  Baltic,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Sir  George  Rooke,  who  joined  the  Swedish 
squadron,  and  bombarded  Copenhagen,  to  which  the 
Danish  fleet  had  retired.  At  the  same  time,  the  Duke  of 
Lunenbourg,  with  the  Swedish  forces,  which  happened 
to  be  at  Bremen,  passed  the  Elbe,  and  marched  to  the 
assistance  of  the  Duke  of  Holstein.  The  Danes  imme- 
diately abandoned  the  siege  of  Tonninghen ;  and  a  body 
of  Saxons,  who  had  made  an  irruption  into  the  territo- 
ries of  the  Duke  of  Brunswick,  were  obliged  to  retreat 
in  disorder.  By  the  mediation  of  William,  a  negotia- 
tion was  begun  for  a  treaty  between  Sweden  and  Den- 
mark, which,  in  order  to  quicken,  Charles,  the  young 
King  of  Sweden,  made  a  descent  upon  the  isle  of  Zea- 
land. This  was  executed  with  great  success.  Charles 
was  the  first  man  who  landed ;  and  here  he  exhibited 
such  marks  of  courage  and  conduct,  far  above  his  years, 
as  equally  astonished  and  intimidated  his  adversaries. 
Then  he  determined  to  besiege  Copenhagen ;  a  resolu- 
tion that  struck  such  terror  into  the  Danes,  that  they 
proceeded  with  redoubled  diligence  in  the  treaty,  which 
was  brought  to  a  conclusion,  between  Denmark,  Sweden, 
and  Holstein,  about  the  middle  of  August.  Then  the 
Swedes  retired  to  Schonen,  and  the  squadrons  of  the 
maritime  powers  returned  from  the  Baltic. 

When  the  new  partition  treaty  was  communicated  by  The  second 

treaty  of 

the  ministers  of  the  contracting  parties  to  the  other  partition 
powers  of  Europe,  it  generally  met  with  a  very  unfavour-  sf'^^raiiy 

11  '  ?i  11  1  disagree- 

able construction,      baxony  and  the  northern   crowns  able  to  the 

were  still  embroiled  vnth  their  own  quarrels,  consequently  po^era**^ 
could  not  give  much  attention  to  such  a  remote  transac- 
tion. The  princes  of  Germany  appeared  cautious  and 
dilatory  in  their  answers,  unwilling  to  be  concerned  in 
any  plan  that  might  excite  the  resentment  of  the  house 
of  Austria.  The  Elector  of  Brandenburgh,  in  particular, 
had  set  his  heart  upon  the  regal  dignity,  which  he  hoped 
to  obtain  from  the  favour  and  authority  of  the  emperor. 


320  HISTORY  OF  ENGLAND. 

CHAP.  The  Italian  states  were  averse  to  the  partition  treaty, 
^  ^^'  i  from  their  apprehension  of  seeing  France  in  possession  of 
1700.  Naples  and  other  districts  of  their  country.  The  Duke 
of  Savoy  affected  a  mysterious  neutrality,  in  hopes  of 
being  able  to  barter  his  consent  for  some  considerable 
advantage.  The  Swiss  cantons  declined  acceding  as 
guarantees.  The  emperor  expressed  his  astonishment 
that  any  disposition  should  be  made  of  the  Spanish 
monarchy  without  the  consent  of  the  present  possessor, 
and  the  states  of  the  kingdom.  He  observed,  that  nei- 
ther justice  nor  decorum  could  warrant  the  contracting 
powers  to  compel  him,  who  was  the  rightful  heir,  to  ac- 
cept a  part  of  his  inheritance  within  three  months,  under 
penalty  of  forfeiting  even  that  share  to  a  third  person 
not  yet  named  ;  and  he  declared,  that  he  could  take  no 
final  resolution,  until  he  should  know  the  sentiments  of 
his  Catholic  majesty,  on  an  affair  in  which  their  mutual 
interest  was  so  nearly  concerned.  Leopold  was  actually 
engaged  in  a  negotiation  with  the  King  of  Spain,  who 
signed  a  will  in  favour  of  his  second  son  Charles ;  yet  he 
took  no  measures  to  support  the  disposition,  either  by 
sending  the  archduke  with  a  sufficient  force  to  Spain,  or 
by  detaching  troops  into  Italy. 
The  The  people  of  Spain  were  exasperated  at  the  insolence  of 

terest  pre-  the  three  foreign  powers  who  pretended  to  parcel  out  their 
^o^^^^V^^  dominions.  Their  pride  took  the  alarm,  at  the  prospect 
Spain.  of  their  monarchy  being  dismembered  ;  and  their  gran- 
dees repined  at  the  thought  of  losing  so  many  lucrative 
governments  which  they  now  enjoyed.  The  king's  life 
became  every  day  more  and  more  precarious,  from  fre- 
quent returns  of  his  disorder.  The  ministry  was  weak 
and  divided,  the  nobility  factious,  and  the  people  dis- 
contented. The  hearts  of  the  nation  had  been  alienated 
from  the  house  of  Austria,  by  the  insolent  carriage  and 
rapacious  disposition  of  the  Queen  Mariana.  The 
French  had  gained  over  to  their  interests  the  Cardinal 
Portocarrero,  the  Marquis  de  Monterey,  with  many  other 
noblemen  and  persons  of  distinction.  These,  perceiving 
the  sentiments  of  the  people,  employed  their  emissaries 
to  raise  a  general  cry  that  France  alone  could  maintain 
the  succession  entire:  that  the  house  of  Austria  was 
feeble  and  exhausted,  and  any  prince  of  that  line  must 
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owe  his  chief  support  to  detestable  heretics.  Portocar-  chap. 
rero  tampered  with  the  weakness  of  his  sovereign.  He  v  ^^' 
repeated  and  exaggerated  all  these  suggestions :  he  ad-  *7^^- 
vised  him  to  consult  Pope  Innocent  XII.  on  this  mo- 
mentous point  of  regulating  the  succession.  That  pon- 
tiff, who  was  a  creature  of  France,  having  taken  the 
advice  of  a  college  of  cardinals,  determined  that  the 
renunciation  of  Maria  Theresa  was  invalid  and  null,  as 
being  founded  upon  compulsion,  and  contrary  to  the 
fundamental  laws  of  the  Spanish  monarchy.  He,  there- 
fore, exhorted  King  Charles  to  contribute  to  the  propa- 
gation of  the  faith,  and  the  repose  of  Christendom,  by 
making  a  new  will  in  favour  of  a  grandson  of  the  French 
monarch.  This  admonition  was  seconded  by  the  re- 
monstrances of  Portocarrero ;  and  the  weak  prince  com- 
plied with  the  proposal.  In  the  mean  time,  the  King 
of  France  seemed  to  act  heartily  as  a  principal  in  the 
treaty  of  partition.  His  ministers  at  foreign  courts  co- 
operated with  those  of  the  maritime  powers,  in  solicit- 
ing the  accession  of  the  different  potentates  in  Europe. 
When  Count  Zinzendorf,  the  imperial  ambassador  at 
Paris,  presented  a  memorial,  desiring  to  know  what  part 
France  would  act,  should  the  King  of  Spain  voluntarily 
place  a  grandson  of  Louis  upon  the  throne,  the  Marquis 
de  Torcy  answered  in  writing,  that  his  most  Christian 
majesty  would  by  no  means  listen  to  such  a  proposal : 
nay,  when  the  emperor's  minister  gave  them  to  under- 
stand that  his  master  was  ready  to  begin  a  separate 
negotiation  with  the  court  of  Versailles,  touching  the 
Spanish  succession,  Louis  declared  he  could  not  treat  on 
that  subject  without  the  concurrence  of  his  allies. 

The  nature  of  the  partition  treaty  was  no  sooner  known  King  wii. 
in  England,  than  condemned  by  the  most  intelligent  part  11,™^^^^* 
of  the  nation.     They  first  of  all  complained,  that  such  aiiay  the 
an  important  affair  should  be  concluded  without  the  ad-  gcoUalTd. 
vice  of  Parliament.    They  observed,  that  the  scheme  was 
unjust,  and  the  execution  of  it  hazardous ;  that,  in  con- 
certing the  terms,  the  maritime  powers  seemed  to  have 
acted  as  partisans  of  France ;  for  the  possession  of  Na- 
ples and  the  Tuscan  ports  would  subject  Italy  to  her 
dominion,  and  interfere  with  the  English  trade  to  the 
Levant  and  Mediterranean;  while  Guipuscoa,  on  any 
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CHAP,    future  rupture,  would  afford  another  inlet  into  the  heart 
t     Y'    .  of  the  Spanish  dominions ;  they,  for  these  reasons,  pro- 
1700.     nounced  the  treaty  destructive  of  the  balance  of  power, 
and  prejudicial  to  the  interest  of  England.     All  these 
arguments  were  trumpeted  by  the  malecon tents,  so  that 
the  whole  kingdom  echoed  with  the  clamour  of  disaffec- 
tion.    Sir  Christopher  Musgrave,  and  others  of  the  tory 
faction,  began  to  think  in  earnest  of  establishing  the 
succession  of  the  English  crown  upon  the  person  of  the 
Prince  of  Wales.     They  are  said  to  have  sent  over  Mr. 
Graham  to  St.  Germain's  with  overtures  to  this  purpose, 
and  an  assurance  that  a  motion  would  be  made  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  to  pass  a  vote  that  the  crown  should 
not  be  supported  in  the  execution  of  the  partition  treaty. 
King  William  was  not  ignorant  of  the  censure  he  had 
undergone,  and  not  a  little  alarmed  to  find  himself  so 
unpopular  among  his  own  subjects.     That  he  might  be 
the  more  able  to  bestow  his  attention  effectually  upon 
the  affairs  of  England,  he  resolved  to  take  some  measures 
for  the  satisfaction  of  the  Scottish  nation.    He  permitted 
the  Parliament  of  that  kingdom  to  meet  on  the  twenty- 
eighth  day  of  October,  and  wrote  a  letter  to  them  from 
his  house  at  Loo,  containing  an  assurance  that  he  would 
concur  in  every  thing  that  could  be  reasonably  proposed 
for  maintaining  and  advancing  the  peace  and  welfare  of 
their  kingdom.     He  promised  to  give  his  royal  assent  to 
such  acts  as  they  should  frame  for  the  better  establishment 
of  the  presby  terian  discipline ;  for  preventing  the  growth  of 
popery,  suppressing  vice  and  immorality,  encouraging 
piety  and  virtue,  preserving  and  securing  personal  liberty, 
regulating  and  advancing  trade,  retrieving  the  losses,  and 
promoting  the  interest  of  their  African  and  Indian  com- 
panies.    He  expressed  his  concern  that  he  could  not  as- 
sert the  company's  right  of  establishing  a  colony  at  Da- 
rien,  without  disturbing  the  peace  of  Christendom,  and 
entailing  a  ruinous  war  on  that  his  ancient  kingdom. 
He  recommended  unanimity  and  despatcli  in  raising 
competent  taxes  for  their  own  defence ;  and  told  them 
he  had  thought  fit  to  continue  the  Duke  of  Queensberry 
in  the  office  of  high  commissioner.    Notwithstanding  this 
soothing  address,  the  national  resentment  continued  to 
rage,  and  the  Parliament  seemed  altogether  intractable. 
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By  this  time  the  company  had  received  certain  tidings  chap. 
of  the  entire  surrender  of  their  settlement ;  and  on  the  .  ^^*  . 
first  day  of  the  session,  they  represented  to  Parliament,  ^^^' 
that  for  want  of  due  protection  abroad,  some  persons  had 
been  encouraged  to  break  in  upon  their  privileges  even 
at  home.  This  remonstrance  was  succeeded  by  another 
national  address  to  the  king,  who  told  them  he  could  not 
take  any  further  notice  of  that  affair,  since  the  Parlia- 
ment was  now  assembled ;  and  he  had  already  made  a 
declaration  with  which  he  hoped  all  his  faithful  subjects 
would  be  satisfied.  Nevertheless,  he  found  it  absolutely 
necessary  to  practise  other  expedients  for  allaying  the 
ferment  of  that  nation.  His  ministers  and  their  agents 
bestirred  themselves  so  successfully,  that  the  heats  in 
Parliament  were  entirely  cooled,  and  the  outcry  of  the 
people  subsided  into  unavailing  murmurs.  The  Parlia- 
ment resolved,  that  in  consideration  of  their  great  deli- 
verance by  his  majesty,  and  as,  next  under  God,  their 
safety  and  happiness  wholly  depended  on  his  preservation 
and  that  of  his  government,  they  would  support  both  to 
the  utmost  of  their  power,  and  maintain  such  forces  as 
should  be  requisite  for  those  ends.  They  passed  an  act  for 
keeping  on  foot  three  thousand  men  for  two  years,  to  be 
maintained  by  a  land-tax.  Then  the  commissioner  pro- 
duced the  king's  letter,  desiring  to  have  eleven  hundred 
men  on  his  own  account  to  the  first  day  of  June  following: 
they  forthwith  complied  with  his  request,  and  were  pro- 
rogued to  the  sixth  of  May.  The  supernumerary  troops 
were  sent  over  to  the  States-General ;  and  the  Earl  of 
Argyle  was  honoured  with  the  title  of  duke,  as  a  recom- 
pense for  having  concurred  with  the  commissioners  in 
managing  this  session  of  Parliament. 

King  William  had  returned  to  England  on  the  eigh-  The  King 
teenth  day  of  October,  not  a  little  chagrined  at  the  per-  dLt^aftep 
plexities  in  which  he  found  himself  involved ;  and  in  the  having  be- 
beginning  of  the  next  month,  he  received  advice  that  ^^sfo-^ 
the  King  of  Spain  was  actually  dead.     He  could  not  minions  by 
be  surprised  at  this  event,  which  had  been  so  long  ex-  Duke  of 
pected ;  but  it  was  attended  with  a  circumstance  which  ^njou. 
he  had  not  foreseen.     Charles,  bv   his   last   will,  had 
declared  the  Duke  of  Anjou,  second  son  of  the  dau- 
phin, the  sole  heir  of  the  Spanish  monarchy.     In  case 
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CHAP,  this  prince  should  die  without  issue,  or  inherit  the 
t  ^^'  .  crown  of  France,  he  willed  that  Spain  should  devolve 
noo.  iQ  the  Duke  of  Berry ;  in  default  of  him,  and  children, 
to  the  Archduke  Charles  and  his  heirs ;  failing  of  whom, 
to  the  Duke  of  Savoy  and  his  posterity.  He  likewise 
recommended  a  match  between  the  Duke  of  Anjou  and 
one  of  the  archduchesses.  When  this  testament  was 
first  notified  to  the  French  court,  Louis  seemed  to  hesi- 
tate between  his  inclination  and  engagements  to  William 
and  the  States-General.  Madame  de  Maintenon  is  said 
to  have  joined  her  influence  to  that  of  the  dauphin,  in 
persuading  the  king  to  accept  of  the  will ;  and  Pontchar- 
train  was  engaged  to  support  the  same  measure.  A 
cabinet  council  was  called  in  her  apartment.  The  rest 
of  the  ministry  declared  for  the  treaty  of  partition ;  the 
king  affected  a  kind  of  neutrality.  The  dauphin  spoke 
for  his  son  with  an  air  of  resolution  he  had  never  assumed 
before :  Pontchartrain  seconded  his  argument :  Madame 
de  Maintenon  asked  what  the  Duke  of  Anjou  had  done 
to  provoke  the  king,  that  he  should  be  barred  of  his  right 
to  that  succession  ?  Then  the  rest  of  the  members  es- 
poused the  dauphin's  opinion ;  and  the  king  owned  him- 
self convinced  by  their  reasons.  In  all  probability,  the 
decision  of  this  council  was  previously  settled  in  private. 
After  the  will  was  accepted,  Louis  closeted  the  Duke  of 
Anjou,  to  whom  he  said,  in  the  presence  of  the  Marquis 
des  Rois,  "  Sir,  the  King  of  Spain  has  made  you  a  king. 
The  grandees  demand  you  ;  the  people  wish  for  you,  and 
I  give  my  consent.  Remember  only,  you  are  a  prince 
of  France.  I  recommend  to  you  to  love  your  people,  to 
gain  their  affection  by  the  lenity  of  your  government,  and 
to  render  yourself  worthy  of  the  throne  you  are  going 
to  ascend."  The  new  monarch  was  congratulated  on  his 
elevation  by  all  the  princes  of  the  blood ;  nevertheless, 
the  Duke  of  Orleans  and  his  son  protested  against  the 
will,  because  the  archduke  was  placed  next  in  succession 
to  the  Duke  of  Berry,  in  bar  of  their  right  as  descendants 
of  Anne  of  Austria,  whose  renunciation  could  be  of  no 
more  force  than  that  of  Maria  Theresa.  On  the  fourth 
day  of  December  the  new  king  set  out  for  Spain,  to 
the  frontiers  of  which  he  was  accompanied  by  his  two 
brothers. 
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When  the  will  was  accepted,  the  French  minister,  De    chap. 

Torcy,  endeavoured  to  justify  his  master's  conduct  to  the  . J^; , 

Earl  of  Manchester,  who  resided  at  Paris  in  the  character  J7oo. 
of  ambassador  from  the  court  of  London.  He  observed,  kmg^sapo- 
that  the  treaty  of  partition  was  not  likely  to  answer  the  ^^sy  ^^y 
end  for  which  it  had  been  concerted  :  that  the  emperor  the  wiu. 
had  refused  to  accede :  that  it  was  relished  by  none  of 
the  princes  to  whom  it  had  been  communicated :  that 
the  people  of  England  and  Holland  had  expressed  their 
discontent  at  the  prospect  of  France's  being  in  possession 
of  Naples  and  Sicily :  that  if  Louis  had  rejected  the  will, 
the  archduke  would  have  had  a  double  title  derived  from 
the  former  will,  and  that  of  the  late  king:  that  the 
Spaniards  were  so  averse  to  the  division  of  their  mo- 
narchy, there  would  be  a  necessity  for  conquering  the 
whole  kingdom  before  the  treaty  could  be  executed :  that 
the  ships  to  be  furnished  by  Great  Britain  and  Holland 
would  not  be  sufficient  for  the  purposes  of  such  a  war ; 
and  it  was  doubtful  whether  England  and  the  States- 
General  would  engage  themselves  in  a  greater  expense. 
He  concluded  with  saying,  that  the  treaty  would  have 
been  more  advantageous  to  France  than  the  vnll,  which 
the  king  accepted  purely  from  a  desire  of  preserving  the 
peace  of  Europe.  His  master  hoped,  therefore,  that  a 
good  understanding  would  subsist  between  him  and  the 
King  of  Great  Britain.  The  same  reasons  were  com- 
municated by  Briod,  the  French  ambassador  at  the  Hague, 
to  the  States-General.  Notwithstanding  this  address, 
they  ordered  their  envoy  at  Paris  to  deliver  a  memorial 
to  the  French  king,  expressing  their  surprise  at  his  having 
accepted  the  will ;  and  their  hope,  that  as  the  time  spe- 
cified for  the  emperor's  acceding  to  the  treaty  was  not 
expired,  his  most  Christian  majesty  would  take  the  affair 
again  into  his  consideration,  and  adhere  to  his  engage- 
ments in  every  article.  Louis,  in  his  answer  to  this  me- 
morial, which  he  despatched  to  all  the  courts  of  Europe, 
declared,  that  what  he  chiefly  considered  was  the  principal 
design  of  the  contracting  parties,  namely,  the  mainte- 
nance of  peace  in  Europe ;  and  that,  true  to  his  principle, 
he  only  departed  from  the  words,  that  he  might  the 
better  adhere  to  the  spirit  of  the  treaty. 

With  this  answer  he  sent  a  letter  to  the  states,  giving  The  states 
them  to  understand,  that  the  peace  of  Europe  was  so 
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CHAP,  firmly  established  by  the  will  of  the  King  of  Spain,  in 
>  \^'  .  fevour  of  his  grandson,  that  he  did  not  doubt  their  appro- 
^'phT  ^^^^^^  ^^  ^^^  succession  to  the  Spanish  crown.  The  states 
as  King  of  obscrved,  that  they  could  not  declare  themselves  upon  an 
Spain.  affair  of  such  consequence,  without  consulting  their  re- 
spective provinces.  Louis  admitted  the  excuse,  and  as- 
sured them  of  his  readiness  to  concur  with  whatever  they 
should  desire  for  the  security  of  the  Spanish  Netherlands. 
The  Spanish  ambassador  at  the  Hague  presented  them 
with  a  letter  from  his  new  master,  who  likewise  notified 
his  accession  to  all  the  powers  of  Europe,  except  the  King 
of  England.  The  emperor  loudly  exclaimed  against  the 
will,  as  being  more  iniquitous  than  the  treaty  of  partition ; 
and  threatened  to  do  himself  justice  by  force  of  arms. 
The  Spaniardsapprehendingthat  a  league  would  be/ormed 
between  his  imperial  majesty  and  the  maritime  powers, 
for  setting  aside  the  succession  of  the  Duke  of  Anjou, 
and  conscious  of  their  own  inability  to  defend  their  do- 
minions, resigned  themselves  entirely  to  the  protection 
of  the  French  monarch.  The  towns  in  the  Spanish 
Netherlands  and  the  duchy  of  Milan  admitted  French 
garrisons :  a  French  squadron  anchored  in  the  port  of 
Cadiz ;  and  another  was  detached  to  the  Spanish  settle- 
ments in  the  West  Indies.  Part  of  the  Dutch  army  that 
was  quartered  in  Luxembourg,  Mons,  and  Namur,  were 
made  prisoners  of  war,  because  they  would  not  own  the 
King  of  Spain,  whom  their  masters  had  not  yet  acknow- 
ledged. The  states  were  overwhelmed  with  consternation 
by  this  event,  especially  when  they  considered  their  own 
naked  situation,  and  reflected  that  the  Spanish  garrisons 
might  fall  upon  them  before  they  could  assemble  a  body  of 
troops  for  their  defence.  The  danger  was  so  imminent, 
that  they  resolved  to  acknowledge  the  King  of  Spain 
without  further  hesitation,  and  wrote  a  letter  to  the 
French  king  for  that  purpose ;  this  was  no  sooner  re- 
ceived, than  orders  were  issued  for  sending  back  their 
battalions. 
A  new  mi-      How  warmlv  soever  Kins:  William  resented  the  con- 

mstry  and     ,  n     ^        -A  ^     i  •  »  •  i  mi  t 

a  new  Par-  duct  of  the  Jbreuch  kmg,  m  acceptmg  the  will  so  dia- 
liament.     metrically  opposite  to  his  engagements,  he  dissembled 
his  chagrin ;  and  behaved  with  such  reserve  and  appa- 
rent indifference,  that  some  people  naturally  believed 
he  had  been  privy  to  the  transaction.     Others  imagined 
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that  he  was  discouraged  from  engaging  in  a  new  war  by    chap. 
his  bodily  infirmities,  which  daily  increased,  as  well  as  .    ^^ 
by  the  opposition  in  Parliament,  to  which  he  should  be     1700. 
inevitably  exposed.     But  his  real  aim  was  to  conceal  his 
sentiments,  until  he  should  have  sounded  the  opinions 
of  other  powers  in  Europe,  and  seen  how  far  he  could 
depend  upon  his  new  ministry.     He  now  seemed  to  re- 
pose his  chief  confidence  in  the  Earl  of  Rochester,  who 
had  undertaken  for  the  tories,  and  was  declared  Lord- 
lieutenant  of  Ireland.     Lord  Godolphin  was  appointed 
first   commissioner   of  the  treasury.    Lord  Tankerville 
succeeded  Lord  Lonsdale,  lately  deceased,  as  keeper  of 
the  privy  seal,  and  Sir   Charles  Hedges  was  declared 
secretary  of  state,  in  the  room  of  the  Earl  of  Jersey ; 
but  the  management  of  the  Commons  was  entrusted  to 
Mr.  Robert  Harley,  who  had  hitherto  opposed  the  mea- 
sures of   the  court  with  equal  virulence   and  ability. 
These  new  undertakers,  well  knowing  they  should  find 
it  very  diflficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  secure  a  majority 
in  the  present  Parliament,  prevailed  on  the  king  to  dis- 
solve it  by  proclamation  :  then  the  sheriffs  were  changed 
according  to  their  nomination,  and  writs  issued  for  a 
new  Parliament  to  meet  on  the  sixth  day  of  February. 
During  this  interval.  Count  Wratislaw  arrived  in  Eng- 
land, as  ambassador  from  the  emperor,  to  explain  Leo- 
pold's title  to  the  Spanish  monarchy,  supported  by  re- 
peated entails  and  renunciations,  confirmed  in  the  most 
solemn  treaties.     This  minister  met  with  a  very  cold  re- 
ception from  those  who  stood  tit  the  helm  of  affairs. 
They  sought  to  avoid  all  connexions  that  might  engage 
their  country  as  a  principal  in  another  war  upon  the 
continent ;  smarting  as  they  were  from  the  losses  and 
incumbrances  which  the  last  had  entailed  upon  them 
and  their  posterity.     They  seemed  to  think  that  Louis, 
rather  than  involve  himself  in  fresh  troubles,  would  give 
all  the  security  that  could  be  desired  for  maintaining  the 
peace  of  Europe ;  or  even,  should  this  be  refused,  they 
saw  no  reason  for  Britain's  exhausting  her  wealth  and 
strength  to  support  a  chimerical  balance,  in  which  her 
interest   was   but  remotely   concerned.      It   was   their 
opinion,  that,  by  keeping  aloof,  she  might  render  herself 
more  respectable.     Her  reserve  would  overawe  contend- 
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CHAP,    ing  powers :  they  would  in  their  turn  sue  for  her  assist- 
,   ^J'  ,  ance,  and  implore  her  good  oflSces ;  and,  instead  of  de- 
1700.     daring  herself  a  party,  she  would  have  the  honour  to 
decide  as  arbitress  of  their  disputes.     Perhaps  they  ex- 
tended this  idea  too  far ;  and,  in  all  probability,  their 
notions  were   inflamed  by  a  spirit  of  faction.      They 
hated  the  whigs  as  their  political  adversaries,  and  de- 
tested the  war,  because  it  had  been  countenanced  and 
supported  by  the  interest  of  that  party.     The  king  be- 
lieved, that  a  conjunction  of  the  two  monarchies  of  France 
and  Spain  would  prove  fatal  to  the  liberties  of  Europe ; 
and  that  this  could  not  be  prevented  by  any  other  me- 
thod than  a  general  union  of  the  other  European  powers. 
He  certainly  was  an  enthusiast  in  his  sentiments  of  this 
equilibrium ;  and  fully  convinced  that  he  himself,  of  all 
the  potentates  in  Christendom,  was  the  only  prince  ca- 
pable of  adjusting  the  balance.     The  imperial  ambas- 
sador could  not,  therefore,  be  long  ignorant  of  his  real 
purpose,  as  he  conversed  with  the  Dutch  favourites,  who 
knew  and  approved  of  their  master  s  design,  though  he 
avoided  a  declaration,  until  he  should  have  rendered  his 
ministers  more  propitious  to  his  aim.     The  true  secret, 
however,  of  that  reserve  with  which  Count  Wratislaw 
was  treated  at  his  first  arrival,  was  a  private  negotiation 
which  the  king  had  set  on  foot  with  the  regency  of  Spain, 
touching  a  barrier  in  the  Netherlands.     He  proposed, 
that  certain  towns  should  be  garrisoned  with  English 
and  Dutch  troops,  by  way  of  security  against  the  am- 
bitious designs  of  France ;  but  the  regency  were  so  de- 
voted to  the  French  interest,  that  they  refused  to  listen 
to  any  proposal  of  this  nature.     While  this  affair  was  in 
agitation,  William  resolved  to  maintain  a  wary  distance 
from  the  emperor ;  but,  when  his  effort  miscarried,  the 
ambassador  found  him  much  more  open  and  accessible*. 

•  This  year  was  distinguished  by  a  glorious  victory  which  the  young  King  of 
Sweden  obtained  in  the  nineteenth  year  of  his  age.  Riga  continued  invested  by 
the  King  of  Poland,  while  Peter,  the  czar  of  Muscovy,  made  his  approaches  to 
Narva,  at  the  head  of  a  prodigious  army,  purposing,  in  violation  of  idi  faith  and 
justice,  to  share  the  spoils  of  the  youthful  monarch.  Charles  landed  at  Revel, 
compelled  the  Saxons  to  abandon  the  siege  of  Riga,  and  having  supplied  the  place, 
marched  with  a  handful  of  troops  against  the  Muscovites  who  had  undertaken  the 
siege  of  Narva.  The  czar  quitted  his  army  with  some  precipitation,  as  if  he  had 
been  afraid  of  hazarding  his  person,  while  Charles  advanced  through  ways  that 
were  thought  impracticable,  and  surprised  the  enemy.  He  broke  into  their  camp 
before  they  had  the  least  intimation  of  his  approach,  and  totally  routed  them,  after 
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The  Parliament  meeting  on  the  sixth,  was  prorogued    chap. 

to  the  tenth  day  of  February,  when  Mr.   Harley  was  ^ .J f 

chosen  speaker  by  a  great  majority,  in  opposition  to  Sir  rj.j^]^^^_ 
Richard  Onslow.  The  king  had  previously  told  Sirmonsun- 
Thomas  Lyttelton,  it  would  be  for  his  service  that  he  Ke'""" 
should  yield  his  pretensions  to  Harley  at  this  juncture  ;  court, 
and  that  gentleman  agreed  to  absent  himself  from  the 
House  on  the  day  of  election.  The  king  observed,  in 
his  speech,  that  the  nation's  loss,  in  the  death  of  the 
Duke  of  Gloucester,  had  rendered  it  absolutely  neces- 
sary for  them  to  make  further  provision  for  the  succes- 
sion of  the  crown  in  the  Protestant  line :  that  the  death 
of  the  King  of  Spain  had  made  such  an  alteration  in  the 
affairs  of  the  continent,  as  required  their  mature  deli- 
beration. The  rest  of  his  harangue  turned  upon  the 
usual  topics  of  demanding  supplies  for  the  ensuing  year, 
reminding  them  of  the  deficiencies  and  public  debts, 
recommending  to  their  inquiry  the  state  of  the  navy  and 
fortifications;  exhorting  them  to  encourage  commerce, 
employ  the  poor,  and  proceed  with  vigour  and  unanimity 
in  all  their  deliberations.  Though  the  elections  had 
been  generally  carried  in  favour  of  the  tory  interest,  the 
ministry  had  secured  but  one  part  of  that  faction.  Some 
of  the  most  popular  leaders,  such  as  the  Duke  of  Leeds, 
the  Marquis  of  Normanby,  the  Earls  of  Nottingham, 
Seymour,  Musgrave,  Howe,  Finch,  and  Showers,  had 
been  either  neglected,  or  found  refractory,  and  resolved 
to  oppose  the  court  measures  with  all  their  influence. 
Besides,  the  French  king,  knowing  that  the  peace  of 
Europe  would  in  a  great  measure  depend  on  the  resolu- 
tions of  the  English  Parliament,  is  said  to  have  distributed 
great  sums  of  money  in  England,  by  means  of  his  minis- 
ter Tallard,  in  order  to  strengthen  the  opposition  in  the 
House  of  Commons.  Certain  it  is,  the  nation  abounded, 
at  this  period,  with  the  French  coins  called  louis-d'ors 
and  pistoles ;  but  whether  this  redundancy  was  owing  to 
a  balance  of  trade  in  favour  of  England,  or  to  the  lar- 
gesses of  Louis,  we  shall  not  pretend  to  determine.  We 
may  likewise  observe,  that  the  infamous  practice  of 
bribing  electors  had  never  been  so  flagrant  as  in  the 

a  short  resistance.    He  took  a  great  number  of  prisoners,  with  all  their  baggage, 
tentSy  and  artillery,  and  entered  Narva  in  triumph. 
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CHAP,  choice  of  representatives  for  this  Parliament.  This  scan- 
I  ^^'  .  dalous  traffic  had  been  chiefly  carried  on  by  the  whig 
1700.  party,  and,  therefore,  their  antagonists  resolved  to  spare 
no  pains  in  detecting  their  corruption.  Sir  Edward 
Seymour  distinguished  himself  by  his  zeal  and  activity ; 
he  brought  some  of  these  practices  to  light,  and,  in  par- 
ticular, stigmatized  the  new  East  India  Company,  for 
having  been  deeply  concerned  in  this  species  of  venality. 
An  inquiry  being  set  on  foot  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
several  elections  were  declared  void ;  and  divers  persons, 
who  had  been  illegally  returned,  were  first  expelled  the 
House,  and  afterwards  detained  in  prison.  Yet  these 
prosecutions  were  carried  on  with  such  partiality,  as 
plainly  indicated  that  they  flowed  rather  from  party  zeal 
than  from  patriotism. 
The  Lords  A  great  body  of  the  Commons  had  resolved  to  pre- 
conde"^^  sent  an  address  to  his  majesty,  desiring  he  would  ac- 
Bcending.  knowledge  the  Ring  of  Spain;  and  the  motion,  in  all 
probability,  would  have  been  carried  by  a  considerable 
majority,  had  not  one  bold  and  lucky  expression  given 
such  a  turn  to  the  debate,  as  induced  the  anti-courtiers 
to  desist.  One  Mr.  Monckton,  in  the  heat  of  his  de- 
clamation against  this  measure,  said  he  expected  the 
next  vote  would  be  for  owning  the  pretended  Prince  of 
Wales.  Though  there  was  little  or  no  connexion  between 
these  two  subjects,  a  great  many  members  were  startled 
at  the  insinuation,  and  deserted  the  measure,  which  was 
dropped  accordingly.  The  king's  speech  being  taken  into 
consideration,  the  House  resolved  to  support  his  majesty 
and  his  government ;  to  take  such  effectual  measures  as 
might  best  conduce  to  the  interest  and  safety  of  England, 
and  the  preservation  of  the  Protestant  religion.  This  re- 
solution was  presented  in  an  address  to  the  king,  who 
received  it  favourably.  At  the  same  time,  he  laid  before 
them  a  memorial  he  had  received  from  the  States-General, 
and  desired  their  advice  and  assistance  in  the  points  that 
constituted  the  substance  of  this  remonstrance.  The 
states  gave  him  to  understand,  that  they  had  acknow- 
ledged the  Duke  of  Anjou  as  King  of  Spain :  that  France 
had  agreed  to  a  negotiation,  in  which  they  might  stipu- 
late the  necessary  conditions  for  securing  the  peace  of 
Europe ;  and  that  they  were  firmly  resolved  to  do  nothing 
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without  the  concurrence  of  his  majesty  and  their  other    chap. 

allies.     They  therefore  begged  he  would  send  a  minister  n }l^ 

to  the  Hague,  with  necessary  powers  and  instructions  to  ^'^^' 
co-operate  with  them  in  this  negotiation ;  they  told  him 
that,  in  case  it  should  prove  ineffectual,  or  Holland  be 
suddenly  invaded  by  the  troops  which  Louis  had  ordered 
to  advance  towards  their  frontiers,  they  relied  on  the 
assistance  of  England,  and  hoped  his  majesty  would  pre- 
pare the  succours  stipulated  by  treaty,  to  be  used,  should 
occasion  require.  The  memorial  was  likewise  commu- 
nicated to  the  House  of  Lords.  Meanwhile,  the  Com- 
mons desired  that  the  treaties  between  England  and  the 
States-General  should  be  laid  before  their  House.  These 
being  perused  they  resolved  upon  an  address,  to  desire 
his  majesty  would  enter  into  such  negotiations  with  the 
States-General,  and  other  potentates,  as  might  most 
effectually  conduce  to  the  mutual  safety  of  Great  Britain 
and  the  United  Provinces,  as  well  as  to  the  preservation 
of  the  peace  of  Europe,  and  to  assure  him  of  their  support 
and  assistance,  in  performance  of  the  treaty  subsisting 
between  England  and  the  States-General.  This  resolu- 
tion, however,  was  not  carried  without  gi'eat  opposition 
from  those  who  were  averse  to  the  nation's  involving  itself 
in  another  war  upon  the  continent.  The  king  professed 
himself  extremely  well  pleased  with  this  address,  and 
told  them  he  would  immediately  order  his  ministers 
abroad  to  act  in  concert  with  the  States-General  and 
other  powers,  for  the  attainment  of  those  ends  they 
proposed. 

He  communicated  to  the  Commons  a  letter  written  An  inter- 
by  the  Earl  of  Melfort  to  his  brother  the  Earl  of  Perth,  tTf^Jf*" 
governor  to  the  pretended  Prince  of  Wales.     It  had  been  the  Eari  of 
mislaid  by  accident,  and  came  to  London  in  the  French  hisbrothe*r. 
mail.     It  contained  a  scheme  for  another  invasion  of 
England,  together  with  some  reflections  on  the  character 
of  the  Earl  of  Middleton,  who  had  supplanted  him  at 
the  court  of  St.  Germain's,     Melfort  was  a  mere  pro- 
jector, and  seems  to  have  had  no  other  view  than  that 
of  recommending  himself  to  King  James,  and  bringing 
his  rival  into  disgrace.     The  House  of  Lords,  to  whom 
the  letter  was  also  imparted,  ordered  it  to  be  printed. 
Next  day  they  presented  an  address,  thanking  his  majesty 
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CHAP,    for  his  care  of  the  Protestant  religion  ;  desiring  all  the 

V y^: ,  treaties  made  since  the  last  war  might  be  laid  before  them; 

1700.     requesting  him  to  engage  in  such  alliances  as  he  should 
think   proper  for  preserving  the  balance  of  power  in 
Europe  ;  assuring  him  of  their  concurrence ;  expressing 
their  acknowledgment   for   his   having   communicated 
Melfort's  letter ;  desiring  he  would  give  orders  for  seizing 
the  horses  and  arms  of  disaffected  persons ;  for  removing 
Papists  from  London ;  and  for  searching  after  those  arms 
and  provisions  of  war  mentioned  in  the  letter :  finally, 
they  requested  him  to  equip  speedily  a  sufficient  fleet  for 
the  defence  of  himself  and  his  kingdom.     They  received 
a  gracious  answer  to  this  address,  which  was  a  further 
encouragement  to  the  king  to  put  his  own  private  designs 
in  execution :  towards  the  same  end  the  letter  contributed 
not  a  little,  by  inflaming  the  fears  and  resentment  of  the 
nation  against  France,  which  in  vain  disclaimed  the  Earl 
of  Melfort  as  a  fantastical  schemer,  to  whom  no  regard 
was  paid  at  the  court  of  Versailles.     The  French  ministry 
complained  of  the  publication  of  this  letter,  as  an  attempt 
to  sow  jealousy  between  the  two  crowns ;  and,  as  a  con- 
vincing proof  of  their  sincerity,  banished  the  Earl  of 
Melfort  to  Angers. 
Succession      The  Credit  of  exchequer  bills  was  so  lowered  by  the 
crown  set-  chauge  of  the  ministry,  and  the  lapse  of  the  time  allotted 
tied  upon    for  their  circulation,  that  they  fell  near  twenty  per  cent., 
ceL  '"*     to  the  prejudice  of  the  revenue,  and  the  discredit  of  the 
^phia,      government  in  foreign  countries.     The  Commons  having 
dowager  of  taken  this  affair  into  consideration,  voted,  that  provision 
^Tthr*    s^^^^^  ^^  made,  from  time  to  time,  for  making  good  the 
Protestant  principal  and  interest  due  on  all  parliamentary  funds ; 
body  °^  ^^"^  ^^^  afterwards  passed  a  bill  for  renewing  the  bills  of 
credit,  commonly  called  exchequer  bills.     This  was  sent 
up  to  the  Lords  on  the  sixth  day  of  March,  and  on  the 
thirteenth  received  the  royal  assent.     The  next  object 
that  engrossed  the  attention  of  the  Commons  was  the 
settlement  of  the  succession  to  the  throne,  which  the 
king  had  recommended  to  their  consideration  in  the 
beginning  of  the  session.     Having  deliberated  on  this 
subject,  they  resolved,  that  for  the  preservation  of  the 
peace  and  happiness  of  the  kingdom,  and  the  security  of 
the  Protestant  religion,  it  was  absolutely  necessary  that 
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a  further  declaration  should  be  made  of  the  limitation  chap. 
and  succession  of  the  crown  in  the  Protestant  line,  after  .  ^^'  . 
his  majesty  and  the  princess,  and  the  heirs  of  their  bodies  ^'^• 
respectively  :  and,  that  further  provision  should  be  first 
made  for  the  security  of  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the 
people.  Mr.  Harley  moved,  that  some  conditions  of 
government  might  be  settled  as  preliminaries,  before 
they  should  proceed  to  the  nomination  of  the  persons, 
that  their  security  might  be  complete.  Accordingly, 
they  deliberated  on  this  subject,  and  agreed  to  the  follow- 
ing resolutions :  that  whoever  shall  hereafter  come  to  the 
possession  of  this  crown  shall  join  in  communion  with  the 
church  of  England  as  by  law  established :  that,  in  case 
the  crown  and  imperial  dignity  of  this  realm  shall  here- 
after come  to  any  person,  not  being  a  native  of  this 
kingdom  of  England,  this  nation  be  not  obliged  to  engage 
in  any  war  for  the  defence  of  any  dominions  or  territories 
which  do  not  belong  to  the  crown  of  England,  without 
the  consent  of  Parliament:  that  no  person  who  shall 
hereafter  come  to  the  possession  of  the  crown  shall  go 
out  of  the  dominions  of  England,  Scotland,  or  Ireland, 
vnthout  consent  of  Parliament :  that  from  and  after  the 
time  that  the  further  limitation  by  this  act  shall  take 
effect,  all  matters  and  things  relating  to  the  well-govern- 
ing of  this  kingdom,  which  are  properly  cognizable  in  the 
privy  council,  by  the  laws  and  customs  of  the  realm,  shall 
be  transacted  there,  and  all  resolutions  taken  thereupon 
shall  be  signed  by  such  of  the  privy  council  as  shall  advise 
and  consent  to  the  same :  that,  after  the  limitation  shall 
take  effect,  no  person  bom  out  of  the  kingdom  of  Eng- 
land, Scotland,  or  Ireland,  or  the  dominions  thereunto 
belonging,  although  he  be  naturalized,  and  made  a  deni- 
zen, (except  such  as  are  born  of  English  parents,)  shall 
be  capable  to  be  of  the  privy  council,  or  a  member  of 
either  House  of  Parliament,  or  to  enjoy  any  office  or 
place  of  trust  either  civil  or  military,  or  to  have  any  grant 
of  lands,  tenements,  or  hereditaments,  from  the  crown  to 
himself,  or  to  any  others  in  trust  for  him  :  that  no  per- 
son who  has  an  office  or  place  of  profit  under  the  king, 
or  receives  a  pension  from  the  crown,  shall  be  capable  of 
serving  as  member  of  the  House  of  Commons :  that,  after 
the  limitation  shall  take  effect,  judges'  commissions  be 
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CHAP,  made  quamdiu  se  bene  gesserint^  and  their  salaries  ascer- 
.  ^^'  J  tained  and  established ;  but  upon  the  address  of  both 
1700.  Houses  of  Parliament,  it  may  be  lawful  to  remove  them : 
that  no  pardon  under  the  great  seal  of  England  be  plead- 
able to  an  impeachment  by  the  Commons  in  Parliament, 
Having  settled  these  preliminaries,  they  resolved,  that 
the  Princess  Sophia,  Duchess-dowager  of  Hanover,  be 
declared  the  next  in  succession  to  the  crown  of  England, 
in  the  Protestant  line,  after  his  majesty  and  the  princess, 
and  the  heirs  of  their  bodies  respectively:  and,  that  the 
further  limitation  of  the  crown  be  to  the  said  Princess 
Sophia  and  the  heirs  of  her  body,  being  Protestants. 
A  bill  being  formed  on  these  resolutions  was  sent  up  to 
the  House  of  Lords,  where  it  met  with  some  opposition 
from  the  Marquis  of  Normanby :  a  protest  was  likewise 
entered  against  it  by  the  Earls  of  Huntingdon  and  Ply- 
mouth, and  the  Lords  Guilford  and  Jeffiries.  Neverthe- 
less, it  passed  without  amendments,  and  on  the  twelfth 
day  of  June  received  the  royal  assent :  the  king  was  ex- 
tremely mortified  at  the  preliminary  limitations,  which 
he  considered  as  an  open  insult  on  his  own  conduct  and 
administration ;  not  but  that  they  were  necessary  precau- 
tions, naturally  suggested  by  the  experience  of  those  evils 
to  which  the  nation  had  been  already  exposed,  in  conse- 
quence of  raising  a  foreign  prince  to  the  throne  of  Eng- 
land. As  the  tories  lay  under  the  imputation  of  favouring 
the  late  king's  interest,  they  exerted  themselves  zealously 
on  this  occasion,  to  wipe  off  the  aspersion,  and  insinuate 
themselves  into  the  confidence  of  the  people;  hoping 
that  in  the  sequel  they  should  be  able  to  restrain  the 
nation  from  engaging  too  deep  in  the  af&irs  of  the 
continent,  without  incurring  the  charge  of  disaffection  to 
the  present  king  and  government.  The  act  of  settlement 
being  passed,  the  Earl  of  Macclesfield  was  sent  to  notify 
the  transaction  to  the  Electress  Sophia,  who  likewise 
received  from  his  hands  the  order  of  the  garter. 
The  Du-  Tlie  act  of  succession  gave  umbrage  to  all  the  popish 
chess  of  princes,  who  were  more  nearly  related  to  the  crown  than 
tests  this  lady,  whom  the  Parliament  had  preferred  to  all 
against  this  others.  The  Duchess  of  Savoy,  grand-daughter  to  King 
Charles  I.,  by  her  mother,  ordered  her  ambassador.  Count 
Maffei,  to  make  a  protestation  to  the  Parliament  of  Eng- 
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land,  in  her  name,  against  all  resolutions  and  decisions  chap. 
contrary  to  her  title,  as  sole  daughter  to  the  Princess  .  ^J^'  s 
Henrietta,  next  in  succession  to  the  crown  of  England,  *'^^- 
after  King  William  and  the  Princess  Anne  of  Denmark. 
Two  copies  of  this  protest  Maffei  sent  in  letters  to  the 
lord  keeper  and  the  speaker  of  the  Lower  House,  by 
two  of  his  gentlemen,  and  a  public  notary  to  attest  the 
delivery ;  but  no  notice  was  taken  of  the  declaration. 
The  Duke  of  Savoy,  while  his  minister  was  thus  employed 
in  England,  engaged  in  an  alliance  with  the  crowns  of 
France  and  Spain,  on  condition  that  his  Catholic  majesty 
should  espouse  his  youngest  daughter  without  a  dowry. 
That  he  himself  should  command  the  allied  army  in 
Italy,  and  furnish  eight  thousand  infantry,  with  five-and- 
twenty  hundred  horse,  in  consideration  of  a  monthly  sub- 
sidy of  fifty  thousand  crowns. 

During  these  transactions,  Mr.  Stanhope,  envoy  extraor-  ineffectual 
dinary  to  the  States-General,  was  empowered  to  treat  with  ^Ifh^****^"^ 
the  ministers  of  France  and  Spain,  according  to  the  ad-  France, 
dresses  of  both  Houses  of  Parliament.  He  represented, 
that  though  his  most  Christian  majesty  had  thought  fit 
to  deviate  from  the  partition  treaty,  it  was  not  reasonable 
that  the  King  of  England  should  lose  the  effect  of  that 
convention ;  he,  therefore,  expected  some  security  for  the 
peace  of  Europe ;  and  for  that  purpose  insisted  upon 
certain  articles,  importing,  that  the  French  king  should 
immediately  withdraw  his  troops  from  the  Spanish 
Netherlands :  that,  for  the  security  of  England,  the  cities 
of  Ostend  and  Nieuport  should  be  delivered  into  the 
hands  of  his  Britannic  majesty :  that  no  kingdom,  pro- 
vinces, cities,  lands,  or  places,  belonging  to  the  crown  of 
Spain,  should  ever  be  yielded  or  transferred  to  the  crown 
of  France,  on  any  pretence  whatever :  that  the  subjects 
of  his  Britannic  majesty  should  retain  all  the  privileges, 
rights,  and  immunities,  with  regard  to  their  navigation 
and  commerce  in  the  dominions  of  Spain,  which  they 
enjoyed  at  the  death  of  his  late  Catholic  majesty ;  and 
also  all  such  immunities,  rights,  and  franchises,  as  the 
subjects  of  France,  or  any  other  power,  either  possess  for 
the  present,  or  may  enjoy  for  the  future :  that  all  treaties 
of  peace  and  conventions  between  England  and  Spain 
should  be  renewed ;  and,  that  a  treaty  formed  on  these 
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CHAP,    demands  should  be  guaranteed  by  such  powers  as  one  or 
V    ^^'    J  other  of  the  contractors  should  solicit  and  prevail  upon 
^700.     to  accede.     Such  likewise  were  the  proposals  made  by 
the  States-General,  with  this  difference,  that  they  de- 
manded, as  cautionary  towns,  all  the  strongest  places  in 
the  Netherlands.     Count  D'Avaux,  the  French  minister, 
was  so  surprised  at  these  exorbitant  demands,  that  he 
could  not  help  saying,  they  could  not  have  been  higher 
if  his  master  had  lost  four  successive  battles.    He  assured 
them,  that  his  most  Christian  majesty  would  withdraw 
his  troops  from  the  Spanish  Netherlands,  as  soon  as  the 
King  of  Spain  should  have  forces  of  his  own  sufGcient  to 
guard  the  country :  with  respect  to  the  other  articles,  he 
could  give  no  other  answer,  but  that  he  would  immedi- 
ately transmit  them  to  Versailles.     Louis  was  filled  with 
indignation  at  the  insolent  strain  of  those  proposals,  which 
he  considered  as  a  sure  mark  of  William's  hostile  inten- 
tions-    He  refused  to  give  any  other  security  for  the 
peace  of  Europe  than  a  renewal  of  the  treaty  of  Rys- 
wick ;  and  he  is  said  to  have  tampered,  by  means  of  his 
agents  and  emissaries,  with  the  members  of  the  English 
Parliament,  that  they  might  oppose  all  steps  tending  to 
a  new  war  on  the  continent* 
Severe  ad-       King    William    certainly   had   no    expectation    that 
^^BseB      France  would  close  with  such  proposals ;  but  he  was 
Houses  in  not  witliout  hopo,  that  her  refusal  would  warm  the  Eng- 
th^*aJti^  lish  nation  into  a  concurrence  with  his  designs.     He 
tion  treaty,  communicatod  to  the  House  of  Commons  the  demands 
which  had  been  made  by  him  and  the  States-General ; 
and  gave  them  to  understand,  that  he  would  from  time 
to  time  make  them  acquainted  vdth  the  progress  of  the 
negotiation*     The  Commons  suspecting  that  his  inten- 
tion was  to  make  them  parties  in  a  congress  which  he 
might  conduct  to  a  different  end  from  that  which  they 
proposed,  resolved  to  signify  their  sentiments  in    the 
answer  to  this  message.     They  called  for  the  treaty  of 
partition,  which  being  read,  they  voted  an  address  of 
thanks  to  his  majesty,  for  his  most  gracious  declaration, 
that  he  would  make  them  acquainted  with  the  progress 
of  the  negotiation ;  but  they  signified  their  disapproba- 
tion of  the  partition  treaty,  signed  with  the  great  seal  of 
England,  without  the  advice  of  the  Parliament,  which 
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was  then  sitting,  and  productive  of  ill  consequences  to    chap. 

the  kingdom,  as  well  as  to  the  peace  of  Europe,  as  it  v J^* 

assigned  over  to  the  French  king  such  a  large  portion  of  1760. 
the  Spanish  dominions.  Nothing  could  be  more  morti- 
fying to  the  king  than  this  open  attack  upon  his  own 
conduct ;  yet  he  suppressed  his  resentment,  and  without 
taking  the  least  notice  of  their  sentiments  with  respect 
to  the  partition  treaty,  assured  them,  that  he  should  be 
always  ready  to  receive  their  advice  on  the  negotiation 
which  he  had  set  on  foot,  according  to  their  desire.  The 
debates  in  the  House  of  Commons  upon  the  subject  of 
the  partition  treaty  rose  to  such  violence,  that  divers 
members  in  declaiming  against  it  transgressed  the  bounds 
of  decency.  Sir  Edward  Seymour  compared  the  division 
which  had  been  made  of  the  Spanish  territories  to  a 
robbery  on  the  highway ;  and  Mr.  Howe  did  not  scruple 
to  say  it  was  a  felonious  treaty ;  an  expression  which  the 
king  resented  to  such  a  degree,  that  he  declared  he 
would  have  demanded  personal  satisfaction  with  his 
sword,  had  he  not  been  restrained  by  the  disparity  of 
condition  between  himself  and  the  person  who  had 
offered  such  an  outrageous  insult  to  his  honour.  Whether 
the  tories  intended  to  alienate  the  minds  of  the  nation 
from  all  foreign  connexions,  or  to  wreak  their  vengeance 
on  the  late  ministers,  whom  they  hated  as  the  chiefs  of 
the  whig  party,  certain  it  is,  they  now  raised  an  universal 
outcry  against  the  partition  treaty,  which  was  not  only 
condemned  in  public  pamphlets  and  private  conversation, 
but  even  brought  into  the  House  of  Lords  as  an  object 
of  parliamentary  censure.  In  the  month  of  March  a 
warm  debate  on  this  subject  was  begun  by  Sheffield, 
Marquis  of  Normanby,  and  carried  on  with  great  vehe- 
mence by  other  noblemen  of  the  same  faction.  They 
exclaimed  against  the  article  by  which  so  many  territo- 
ries were  added  to  the  crown  of  France:  they  com- 
plained that  the  emperor  had  been  forsaken ;  that  the 
treaty  was  not  communicated  to  the  privy  council  or 
ministry,  but  clandestinely  transacted  by  the  Earls  of 
Portland  and  Jersey ;  that  the  sanction  of  the  great  seal 
had  been  unjustly  and  irregularly  applied  first  to  blank 
powers,  and  afterwards  to  the  treaty  itself.  The  courtiers 
replied,  that  the  king  had  engaged  in  a  treaty  of  partition 
VOL.  I,  z 
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CHAP,  at  the  desire  of  the  emperor,  who  had  agreed  to  every 
.  ^J'  ,  article,  except  that  relating  to  the  duchy  of  Milan,  and 
.1700.  afterwards  desired,  that  his  majesty  would  procure  for 
him  the  best  terms  he  could  obtain ;  above  all  things  re- 
commending secrecy,  that  he  might  not  forfeit  his  interest 
in  Spain,  by  seeming  to  consent  to  the  treaty:  that 
foreign  negotiations  being  entrusted  to  the  care  of  the 
crown,  the  king  lay  under  no  legal  obligation  to  com- 
municate such  secrets  of  state  to  his  council ;  far  less 
was  he  obliged  to  follow  their  advice;  and  that  the 
keeper  of  the  great  seal  had  no  authority  for  refusing  to 
apply  it  to  any  powers  or  treaty  which  the  king  should 
grant  or  conclude,  unless  they  were  contrary  to  law, 
which  had  made  no  provision  for  such  an  emergency  ^ 
The  Earl  of  Portland  apprehending  that  this  tempest 
would  burst  upon  his  head,  declared,  on  the  second  day 
of  the  debate,  that  he  had  by  the  king's  order  communi- 
cated the  treaty,  before  it  was  concluded,  to  the  Earls  of 
Pembroke  and  Marlborough,  the  Lords  Lonsdale,  Somers, 
Halifax,  and  Secretary  Vernon.  These  noblemen  owned, 
that  they  had  been  made  acquainted  with  the  substance  of 
it:  that  when  they  excepted  to  some  particulars,  they  were 
told,  his  majesty  had  carried  the  matter  as  far  as  it  could 
be  advanced,  and  that  he  could  obtain  no  better  terms ; 
thus  assured  that  every  article  was  already  settled,  they 
said  they  no  longer  insisted  upon  particulars,  but  gave 
their  advice  that  his  majesty  should  not  engage  himself 
in  any  measure  that  would  produce  a  new  war,  seeing 
the  nation  had  been  so  uneasy  under  the  last.  After 
long  debates,  and  great  variety  as  well  as  virulence  of 
altercation,  the  House  agreed  to  an  address,  in  which 
they  disapproved  of  the  partition  treaty,  as  a  scheme  in- 
consistent with  the  peace  and  safety  of  Europe,  as  well 
as  prejudicial  to  the  interest  of  Great  Britain.  They 
complained,  that  neither  the  instructions  given  to  his 
plenipotentiaries,  nor  the  draft  of  the  treaty  itself,  had 

'  In  the  course  of  this  debate,  the  Earl  of  Rochester  reprehended  some  lords 
for  speaking  disrespectfully  of  the  French  king,  observing,  that  it  was  peculiarly 
incumbent  on  peers  to  treat  monarch s  with  decorum  and  respect,  as  they  derived 
their  dignity  from  the  crown.  Another  affirming,  that  the  French  king  was  not 
only  to  be  respected,  but  likewise  to  be  feared,  a  certain  lord  replied,  "  He  hoped 
no  man  in  England  need  to  be  afraid  of  the  French  king,  much  less  the  peer  who 
spoke  last,  who  was  too  much  a  friend  to  that  monarch  to  fear  any  thing  from  his 
jesentment." 
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been  laid  before  his  majesty's  council.      They  humbly    chap. 
besought  him  that,  for  the  future,  he  would,  in  all  mat-  ,    ^^-    , 
ters  of  importance,  require  and  admit  the  advice  of  his     i7oo. 
natural-born  subjects  of  known  probity  and  fortune ;  and 
that  he  would  constitute  a  council  of  such  persons,  to 
whom  he  might  impart  all  affairs  which  should  any  way  owmixon. 
concern  him  and  his  dominions.     They  observed,  that^^-^^^ 
interest  and  natural  affection  to  their  country  would  in-  state 
cline  them  to  every  measure  that  might  tend  to  its  wel-  T^dai! 
fare  and  prosperity ;  whereas  strangers  could  not  be  so  Ralph, 
much  influenced   by   these  considerations :    that   their   **^^'^®- 
knowledge  of    the  country  would  render   them   more 
capable  than  foreigners  could  be  of  advising  his  majesty 
touching  the  true  interests  of  his  kingdom  :  that  they  had 
exhibited  such  repeated  demonstrations  of  their  duty  and 
affection,  as  must  convince  his  majesty  of  their  zeal  in  his 
service ;  nor  could  he  want  the  knowledge  of  persons  fit 
to  be  employed  in  all  his  secret  and  arduous  affairs : 
finally,  as  the  French  king  appeared  to  have  violated  the 
treaty  of  partition,  they  advised  his  majesty,  in  future 
negotiations  with  that  prince,  to  proceed  with  such  cau- 
tion as  might  imply  a  real  security. 

The  king  received  this  severe  remonstrance  with  his  wiiiiam  is 
usual  phlegm,  saying,  it  contained  matter  of  very  great  ^^j^^®^,*^ 
moment;  and  he  would  take  care  that  all  treaties  he  made  ledge  the 
should  be  for  the  honour  and  safety  of  England.  Though  g^^^ 
he  deeply  felt  this  aifront,  he  would  not  alter  his  conduct 
towards  the  new  ministers ;  but  he  plainly  perceived  their 
intention  was  to  thwart  him  in  his  favourite  measure,  and 
humble  him  into  a  dependence  upon  their  interest  in  Par- 
liament.    On  the  last  day  of  March,  he  imparted  to  the     1701. 
Commons  the  French  king's  declaration,  that  he  would 
grant  no  other  security  than  a  renewal  of  the  treaty  of 
Ryswick  :  so  that  the  negotiation  seemed  to  be  at  an  end. 
He  likewise  communicated  two  resolutions  of  the  States- 
General,  with  a  memorial  from  their  envoy  in  England, 
relating  to  the  ships  they  had  equipped  with  a  view  to 
join  the  English  fleet,  and  the  succours  stipulated,  in  the 
treaty  concluded  in  the  year  1677,  which  they  desired 
might  be  sent  over  with  all  convenient  expedition.    The 
House  having  considered  this  message,  unanimously  re- 
solved to  desire  his  majesty  would  carry  on  the  negotia- 
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CHAP,    tions  in  concert  with  the  States-General,  and  take  suchmea- 
^/'    .  sures  therein  as  might  most  conduce  to  their  safety:  they 

^7^''  assured  him,  they  would  effectually  enable  him  to  support 
the  treaty  of  1677,  by  which  England  was  bound  to  assist 
them  with  ten  thousand  men,  and  twenty  ships  of  war, 
in  case  they  should  be  attacked.  Though  the  king  was 
nettled  at  that  part  of  this  address,  which  by  confining 
him  to  one  treaty,  implied  their  disapprobation  of  a  new 
confederacy,  he  discovered  no  signs  of  emotion;  but 
thanked  them  for  the  assurance  they  had  given,  and  told 
them  he  had  sent  orders  to  his  envoy  at  the  Hague,  to 
continue  the  conferences  with  the  courts  of  France  and 
Spain.  On  the  nineteenth  day  of  April,  the  Marquis  de 
Torcy  delivered  to  the  Earl  of  Manchester,  at  Paris,  a 
letter  from  the  new  King  of  Spain  to  his  Britannic  ma- 
jesty, notifying  his  accession  to  that  throne, and  expressing 
a  desire  of  cultivating  a  mutual  friendship  with  the  king 
and  crown  of  England.  How  averse  soever  William 
might  have  been  to  any  correspondence  of  this  sort,  the 
Earl  of  Rochester  and  the  new  ministers  importuned  him 
in  such  a  manner  to  acknowledge  Philip,  that  he  at  length 
complied  with  their  entreaties,  and  wrote  a  civil  answer 
to  his  most  Catholic  majesty.  This  was  a  very  alarming 
incident  to  the  emperor,  who  was  bent  upon  a  war  with 
the  two  crowns,  and  had  determined  to  send  Prince  Eu- 
gene with  an  army  into  Italy,  to  take  possession  of  the 
duchy  of  Milan,  as  a  fief  of  the  empire.  The  new  pope, 
Clement  XT.,  who  had  succeeded  to  the  papacy  in  the 
preceding  year,  was  attached  to  the  French  interest :  the 
Venetians  favoured  the  emperor ;  but  they  refused  to  de- 
clare themselves  at  this  juncture. 

The  French  king  consented  to  a  renewal  of  the  nego- 
tiations at  the  Hague ;  but,  in  the  mean  time,  tampered 
with  the  Dutch  deputies,  to  engage  them  in  a  separate 
treaty.  Finding  them  determined  to  act  in  concert  with 
the  King  of  England,  he  protracted  the  conferences,  in 
order  to  gain  time,  while  he  erected  fortifications,  and 
drew  lines  on  the  frontiers  of  Holland,  divided  the 
princes  of  the  empire  by  his  intrigues,  and  endeavoured 
to  gain  over  the  states  of  Italy.  The  Dutch,  meanwhile, 
exerted  themselves  in  providing  for  their  own  security. 
They  reinforced  their  garrisons,  purchased  supplies,  and 
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solicited  succours  from  foreign  potentates.  The  states  chap. 
wrote  a  letter  to  King  William,  explaining  the  danger  of  »  /'  ' 
their  situation,  professing  the  most  inviolable  attachment  ^"^^^^ 
to  the  interest  of  England,  and  desiring  that  the  stipulated 
number  of  troops  should  be  sent  immediately  to  their 
assistance.  The  three  Scottish  regiments  which  he  had 
retained  in  his  own  pay  were  immediately  transported 
from  Scotland.  The  letter  of  the  States-General  he 
communicated  to  the  House  of  Commons,  who,  having 
taken  it  into  consideration,  resolved  to  assist  his  majesty 
to  support  his  alliesinmaintainingtheliberty  of  Europe  ; 
and  to  provide  immediate  succours  for  the  States-General, 
according  to  the  treaty  of  1677.  The  House  of  Peers, 
to  whom  the  letter  was  also  communicated,  carried  their 
zeal  still  farther.  They  presented  an  address,  in  which 
they  desired  his  majesty  would  not  only  perform  the 
articles  of  any  former  treaty  with  the  States^General,  but 
also  engage  with  them  in  a  strict  league,  offensive  and 
defensive,  for  their  common  preservation  ;  and  invite  into 
it  all  the  princes  and  states  that  were  concerned  in  the 
present  visible  danger  arising  from  the  union  of  France 
and  Spain.  They  exhorted  him  to  enter  into  such  allir 
ances  with  the  emperor,  as  his  majesty  should  think  ne- 
cessary, pursuant  to  the  ends  of  the  treaty  concluded  in 
the  year  1689.  They  assured  him  of  their  hearty  and 
sincere  assistance,  not  doubting  that  Almighty  God  would 
protect  his  sacred  person  in  so  righteous  a  cause ;  and 
that  the  unanimity,  wealth,  and  courage  of  his  subjects 
would  carry  him  with  honour  and  success  through  all  the 
difficulties  of  a  just  war.  Lastly,  they  took  leave  humbly 
to  represent,  that  the  dangers  to  which  his  kingdom  and 
allies  had  been  exposed,  were  chiefly  owing  to  the  fatal 
councils  that  prevented  his  majesty's  sooner  meeting  his 
people  in  Parliament. 

These  proceedings  of  both  Houses  could  not  but  be  The  Com- 
very  agreeable  to  the  king,  who  expressed  his  satisfaction  ™Jye  to 
in  his  answer  to  each  apart.     They  were  the  more  re-  wreak  their 
markable,  as  at  this  very  time  considerable  progress  was  orthToW 
made  in  a  design  to  impeach  the  old  ministry.     This  mu^ifitry 
deviation,  therefore,  from  the  tenor  of  their  former  con- 
duct could  be  owing  to  no  other  motive  than  a  sense  of 
their  own  danger,  and  resentment  against  France,  which. 
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CHAP,  even,  during  the  negotiation,  had  been  secretly  employed 
.  ^^'  .  in  making  preparations  to  surprise  and  distress  the 
^701.  States-General.  The  Commons  having  expressed  their 
sentiments  on  this  subject,  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  partition  treaty.  They  had  appointed  a  committee 
to  examine  the  journals  of  the  House  of  Lords,  and  to 
report  their  proceedings  in  relation  to  the  treaty  of  par- 
tition. When  the  report  was  made  by  Sir  Edward  Sey- 
mour, the  House  resolved  itself  into  a  committee,  to  con- 
sider the  state  of  the  nation:  after  warm  debates,  they 
resolved,  that  William,  Earl  of  Portland,  by  negotiating 
and  concluding  the  treaty  of  partition,  was  guilty  of  a 
high  crime  and  misdemeanour.  They  ordered  Sir  John 
Leveson  Gower  to  impeach  him  at  the  bar  of  the  House 
of  Lords ;  and  named  a  committee  to  prepare  the  articles 
of  his  impeachment.  Then,  in  a  conference  with  the 
Lords,  they  desired  to  know  the  particulars  of  what  had 
passed  between  the  Earl  of  Portland  and  Secretary  Ver- 
non, in  relation  to  the  partition  treaty,  as  also  what  other 
information  they  had  obtained  concerning  negotiations 
or  treaties  of  partition  of  the  Spanish  monarchy.  The 
Lords  demurring  to  this  demand,  the  Lower  House  re- 
solved to  address  the  king,  that  copies  of  both  treaties  of 
partition,  together  with  all  the  powers  and  instructions 
for  negotiating  those  treaties,  should  be  laid  before  them. 
The  copies  were  accordingly  produced,  and  the  Lords  sent 
down  to  the  Commons  two  papers,  containing  the  powers 
granted  to  the  Earls  of  Portland  and  Jersey,  for  signing 
both  treaties  of  partition.  The  House  afterwards  ordered, 
that  Mr.  Secretary  Vernon  should  lay  before  them  all  the 
letters  which  had  passed  between  the  Earl  of  Portland 
and  him,  in  relation  to  those  treaties ;  and  he  thought 
proper  to  obey  their  command.  Nothing  could  be  more 
scandalously  partial  than  the  conduct  of  the  Com- 
mons on  this  occasion.  They  resolved  to  screen  the 
Earl  of  Jersey,  Sir  Joseph  Williamson,  and  Mr.  Vernon, 
who  had  been  as  deeply  concerned  as  any  others  in  that 
transaction ;  and  pointed  all  their  vengeance  against  the 
Earls  of  Portland  and  Orford,  and  the  Lords  Somers  and 
Halifax.  Some  of  the  members  even  tampered  with 
Kidd,  who  was  now  a  prisoner  in  Newgate,  to  accuse 
Lord  Somers  as  having  encouraged  him  in  his  piracy. 
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He  was  brought  to  the  bar  of  the  House,  and  examined :    chap. 

but  he  declared  that  he  had  never  spoke  to  Lord  Somers ;  '^ , '   - 

and  that  he  had  no  order  from  those  concerned  in  the     ^^®*' 
ship  but  that  of  pursuing  his  voyage  against  the  pirates 
in  Madagascar.    Finding  him  unfit  for  their  purpose,  they 
left  him  to  the  course  of  law ;  and  he  was  hanged  with 
some  of  his  accomplices. 

Lord  Somers,  understanding  that  he  was  accused  in  ^^^^  ^\ 
the  House  of  Commons  of  having  consented  to  the  par-  andorford, 
tition  treaty,  desired  that  he  might  be  admitted  and  *J*®  Lords 

•'  o  Somers  and 

heard  in  his  own  defence.  His  request  being  granted,  Halifax, 
he  told  the  House,  that  when  he  received  the  king's  ^®^™J^ 
letter  concerning  the  partition  treaty,  with  an  order  to 
send  over  the  necessary  powers  in  the  most  secret  man- 
ner, he  thought  it  would  have  been  taking  too  much 
upon  him  to  put  a  stop  to  a  treaty  of  such  consequence, 
when  the  life  of  the  King  of  Spain  was  so  precarious ; 
for  had  the  king  died  before  the  treaty  was  finished,  and 
he  been  blamed  for  delaying  the  necessary  powers,  he 
could  not  have  justified  his  own  conduct,  since  the  king's 
letter  was  really  a  warrant :  that,  nevertheless,  he  had 
written  a  letter  to  his  majesty,  objecting  to  several  par- 
ticulars in  the  treaty,  and  proposing  other  articles  which 
he  thought  were  for  the  interest  of  his  country :  that  he 
thought  himself  bound  to  put  the  great  seal  to  the  treaty 
w^hen  it  was  concluded :  that,  as  a  privy-counsellor,  he  - 
had  offered  his  best  advice,  and  as  chancellor,  executed 
his  office  according  to  his  duty.  After  he  had  with- 
drawn, his  justification  gave  rise  to  a  long  debate,  which 
ended  in  a  resolution,  carried  by  a  majority  of  seven 
voices,  that  John  Lord  Somers,  by  advising  his  majesty 
to  conclude  the  treaty  of  partition,  whereby  large  terri- 
tories of  the  Spanish  monarchy  were  to  be  delivered  up 
to  France,  was  guilty  of  a  high  crime  and  misdemeanour. 
Votes  to  the  same  effect  were  passed  against  Edward 
Earl  of  Orford,  and  Charles  Lord  Halifax  ;  and  all  three 
were  impeached  at  the  bar  of  the  Upper  House.  But 
the  Commons  knowing  that  those  impeachments  would 
produce  nothing  in  the  House  of  Lords,  where  the  op- 
posite interest  predominated,  they  resolved  to  proceed 
against  the  accused  noblemen  in  a  more  expeditious  and 
effectual  way  of  branding  their  reputation.     They  voted 
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€HAP.    and  presented  an  address  to  the  king,  desiring  he  would 

I ,  remove  them  from  his  councils  and  presence  for  ever,  as 

1701.     advisers  of  a  treaty  so  pernicious  to  the  trade  and  welfare 
of  England,     They  concluded  by  repeating  their  assu- 
rance, that  they  would  always  stand  by  and  support  his 
majesty,  to  the  utmost  of  their  power,  against  all  his 
enemies  both  at  home  and  abroad.     The  king,  in  his 
answer,  artfully  overlooked  the  first  part  of  the  remon- 
strance. He  thanked  them  for  their  repeated  assurances ; 
and  told  them  he  would  employ  none  in  his  service  but 
such  as  should  be  thought  most  likely  to  improve  that 
mutual  trust  and  confidence  between  him  and  his  peo- 
ple, which  was  so  necessary  at  that  conjuncture,  both 
for  their  own  security  and   the  preservation   of  their 
allies. 
Disputes        The  Lords,  incensed  at  this  step  of  the  Commons, 
the^wT     whic'^  ^^®y  considered  as  an  insult  upon  their  tribunal. 
Houses,     and  a  violation  of  common  justice,  drew  up  and  delivered 
a  counter-address,  humbly  beseeching  his  majesty,  that 
he  would  not  pass  any  censure  upon  the  accused  lords 
until  they  should  be  tried  on  the  impeachments,  and 
judgments  be  given  according  to  usage  of  Parliament. 
The  king  was  so  perplexed  by  these  opposite  representa- 
tions, that  he  knew  not  well  what  course  to  follow.     He 
made  no  reply  to  the  counter-address ;  but  allowed  the 
names  of  the  impeached  lords  to  remain  in  the  council- 
books.     The  Commons  having  carried  their  point,  which 
was  to  stigmatize  those  noblemen,  and   prevent  their 
being  employed  for  the  future,  suffered  the  impeach- 
ments to  be  neglected,  until  they  themselves  moved  for 
trial.     On  the  fifth  day  of  May  the  House  of  Lords  sent 
a  message  to  the  Commons,  importing,  that  no  articles 
had  as  yet  been  exhibited  against  the  noblemen  whom 
they  had  impeached.      The    charge   was    immediately 
drawn  up  against  the  Earl  of  Orford :  him  they  accused 
of  having  received  exorbitant  grants  from  the  crown ; 
of  having  been  concerned  with  Kidd  the   pirate;   of 
having  committed  abuses  in  managing  and  victualling  the 
fleet,  when  it  lay  on  the  coast  of  Spain ;  and  lastly,  of 
having  advised  the  partition  treaty.   The  earl  in  his  own 
defence  declared,  that  he  had  received  no  grant  from  the 
king,  except  a  very  distant  reversion,  and  a  present  of  ten 
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thousand  pounds,  after  he  had  defeated  the  French  at    chap. 

La  Hogue :  that  in  Kidd's  affair  he  had  acted  legally,  , ^l: , 

and  with  a  good  intention  towards  the  public,  though  to  ^701. 
his  own  loss :  that  his  accounts  with  regard  to  the  fleet 
which  he  commanded  had  been  examined  and  passed ; 
yet  he  was  ready  to  wave  the  advantage,  and  justify  him- 
self in  every  particular ;  and  he  absolutely  denied  that 
he  had  given  any  advice  concerning  the  treaty  of  parti- 
tion. Lord  Somers  was  accused  of  having  set  the  seals 
to  the  powers,  and  afterwards  to  the  treaties ;  of  having 
accepted  some  grants;  of  having  been  an  accomplice 
with  Kidd;  and  of  having  some  guilt  of  partial  and 
dilatory  proceedings  in  Chancery.  He  answered  every 
article  in  the  charge ;  but  no  replication  was  made  by 
the  Commons,  either  to  him  or  to  the  Earl  of  Orford. 
When  the  Commons  were  stimulated  by  another  mes- 
sage from  the  Peers,  relating  to  the  impeachments  of 
the  Earl  of  Portland  and  Lord  Halifax,  they  declined 
exhibiting  articles  against  the  former,  on  pretence  of 
respect  for  his  majesty ;  but  on  the  fourteenth  of  June 
the  charge  against  Halifax  was  sent  up  to  the  Lords.  He 
was  taxed  with  possessing  a  grant  in  Ireland,  without 
paying  the  produce  of  it,  according  to  the  law  lately 
enacted  concerning  those  grants  ;  with  enjoying  another 
grant  out  of  the  forest  of  Deane,  to  the  waste  of  the 
timber  and  the  prejudice  of  the  navy ;  with  having  held  , 
places  that  were  incompatible,  by  being  at  the  same 
time  commissioner  of  the  treasury,  and  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer ;  and  with  having  advised  the  two  treaties  of 
partition.  He  answered,  that  his  grant  in  Irelaiid  was 
of  debts  and  sums  of  money,  and  within  the  act  concern- 
ing confiscated  estates;  that  all  he  had  ever  received 
from  it  did  not  exceed  four  hundred  pounds,  which,  if 
he  was  bound  to  repay,  a  common  action  would  lie 
against  him ;  but  every  man  was  not  to  be  impeached 
who  did  not  discharge  his  debts  at  the  very  day  of  pay- 
ment. He  observed,  that  as  his  grant  in  the  forest  of 
Deane  extended  to  weedings  only,  it  could  occasion  no 
waste  of  timber,  nor  prejudice  to  the  navy:  that  the 
auditor's  place  was  held  by  another  person,  until  he 
obtained  the  king's  leave  to  withdraw  from  the  treasury ; 
that  he  never  saw  the  first  treaty  of  partition,  nor  was 
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CHAP,  his  advice  asked  upon  the  subject :  that  he  had  never 
.  ^^'  .  heard  of  the  second  but  once  before  it  was  concluded ; 
1701.  and  then  he  spoke  his  sentiments  freely  on  the  subject. 
This  answer,  like  the  others,  would  have  been  neglected 
by  the  Commons,  whose  aim  was  now  to  evade  the  trials, 
had  not  the  Lords  pressed  them  by  messages  to  expedite 
the  articles.  They  even  appointed  a  day  for  Orford's  trial, 
and  signified  their  resolution  to  the  Commons.  These 
desired  that  a  committee  of  both  Houses  should  be 
named  for  settling  preliminaries,  one  of  which  was,  that 
the  lord  to  be  tried  should  not  sit  as  a  peer ;  and  the 
other  imported,  that  those  lords  impeached  for  the  same 
matter  should  not  vote  on  the  trial  of  each  other.  They 
likewise  desired,  that  Lord  Somers  should  be  first  tried. 
Tlie  Lords  made  no  objection  to  this  last  demand;  but 
they  rejected  the  proposal  of  a  committee  consisting  of 
both  Houses,  alleging,  that  the  Commons  were  parties, 
and  had  no  title  to  sit  in  equality  with  the  judges,  or  to 
settle  matters  relating  to  the  trial :  that  this  was  a  de- 
mand contrary  to  the  principles  of  law  and  rules  of 
justice,  and  never  practised  in  any  court  or  nation.  The 
Lords,  indeed,  had  yielded  to  this  expedient  in  the  popish 
plot,  because  it  was  a  case  of  treason,  in  which  the  king's 
life  and  safety  of  the  kingdom  were  concerned,  while  the 
people  were  jealous  of  the  court,  and  the  whole  nation 
was  in  a  ferment ;  but  at  present  the  times  were  quiet, 
and  the  charge  amounted  to  nothing  more  than  misde- 
meanours ;  therefore  the  Lords  could  not  assent  to  such 
a  proposal  as  was  derogatory  from  their  jurisdiction. 
Neither  would  they  agree  to  the  preliminaries ;  but,  on 
the  twelfth  day  of  June,  resolved,  that  no  peer  impeached 
for  high  crimes  and  misdemeanours  should,  upon  his  trial, 
be  without  the  bar ;  and  that  no  peer  impeached  could 
be  precluded  from  voting  on  any  occasion,  except  in  his 
own  trial.  Divers  messages  passed  between  the  two 
Houses,  the  Commons  still  insisting  upon  a  committee 
to  settle  preliminaries :  at  length  the  dispute  was  brought 
to  a  free  conference. 
The  House  Meanwhile,  the  king  going  to  the  House  of  Peers  gave 
ac<^1tethe  ^^®  Toyal  asseut  to  the  bill  of  succession.  In  his  speech 
impeached  he  expressed  his  warm  acknowledgments  for  their  re- 
peated assurances  of  supporting  him  in  such  alliances  as 
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should  be  most  proper  for  the  preservation  of  the  liberty    chap. 

of  Europe,  and  for  the  security  of  England,  and  the  s II^ 

States-General.  He  observed,  that  the  season  of  the  ^'^^^• 
year  was  advanced  ;  that  the  posture  of  affairs  absolutely 
required  his  presence  abroad ;  and  he  recommended 
despatch  of  the  public  business,  especially  of  those  matters 
which  were  of  the  greatest  importance.  The  Commons 
thanked  him,  in  an  address,  for  having  approved  of  their 
proceedings :  they  declared  they  would  support  him  in 
such  alliances  as  he  should  think  fit  to  make,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  emperor  and  the  States-General,  for  the 
peace  of  Europe,  and  reducing  the  exorbitant  power  of 
France.  Then  they  resumed  their  dispute  with  the 
Upper  House.  In  the  free  conference.  Lord  Haversham 
happened  to  tax  the  Commons  with  partiality,  in  impeach- 
ing some  lords  and  screening  others  who  were  equally 
guilty  of  the  same  misdemeanours.  Sir  Christopher 
Musgrave,  and  the  managers  for  the  Commons,  immedi- 
ately withdrew :  this  unguarded  sally  being  reported  to 
the  House,  they  immediately  resolved  that  John  Lord 
Haversham  had  uttered  most  scandalous  reproaches  and 
false  expressions,  highly  reflecting  upon  the  honour  and 
justice  of  the  House  of  Commons,  tending  to  a  breach  in 
the  good  correspondence  between  the  two  Houses  and 
to  the  interruption  of  the  public  justice  of  the  nation  : 
that  the  said  Lord  Haversham  should  be  charged  before 
the  Lords  for  the  said  words :  that  the  Lords  should  be 
desired  to  proceed  in  justice  against  him,  and  to  inflict 
upon  him  such  punishment  as  so  high  an  offence  against 
the  Commons  did  deserve.  The  Commons  had  now 
found  a  pretence  to  justify  their  delay;  and  declared 
they  would  not  renew  the  conference  until  they  should 
have  received  satisfaction.  Lord  Haversham  offered  to 
submit  to  a  trial ;  but  insisted  on  their  first  proving  the 
words  which  he  was  said  to  have  spoken.  When  this 
declaration  was  imparted  to  the  Commons,  they  said,  the 
Lords  ought  to  have  censured  him  in  a  summary  way, 
and  still  refused  to  renew  the  conference.  The  Lords, 
on  the  other  hand,  came  to  a  resolution,  that  there  should 
not  be  a  committee  of  both  Houses  concerning  the  trial 
of  the  impeached  lords.  Then  they  resolved,  that  Lord 
Somers  should  be  tried  at  Westminster-hall,  on  Tuesday^ 
the  seventeenth  day  of  June,  and  signified  this  resolution 
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CHAP,    to  the  Lower  House ;  reminding  them,  at  the  same  time, 

: ,  of  the  articles  against  the  Earl  of  Portland.     The  Com- 

1701.  nions  refused  to  appear,  alleging  they  were  the  only 
judges,  and  that  the  evidence  was  not  yet  prepared. 
They  sent  up  the  reasons  of  their  non-appearance  to  the 
House  of  Lords,  where  they  were  supported  by  the  new 
ministry  and  all  the  malecontents,  and  produced  very 
warm  debates.  The  majority  carried  their  point  piece- 
meal, by  dint  of  different  votes,  against  which  very  severe 
protests  were  entered.  On  the  day  appointed  for  the  trial, 
they  sent  a  message  to  the  Commons,  that  they  were 
going  to  Westminster-hall.  The  other  impeached  lords 
asked  leave,  and  were  permitted  to  withdraw.  The 
articles  of  impeachment  against  Lord  Somers  and  his 
answers  being  read  in  Westminster-hall,  and  the  Com- 
mons not  appearing  to  prosecute,  the  Lords  adjourned  to 
their  own  House,  where  they  debated  concerning  the 
question  that  was  to  be  put.  This  being  settled,  they 
returned  to  Westminster-hall ;  and  the  question  being 
put,  "that  John  Lord  Somers  be  acquitted  of  the  articles 
of  impeachment  against  him,  exhibited  by  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  all  things  therein  contained,  and  that  the 
impeachment  be  dismissed,"  it  was  carried  by  a  majority 
of  thirty-five.  The  Commons,  exasperated  at  these  pro- 
ceedings, resolved,  that  the  Lords  had  refused  justice  to 
the  Commons :  that  they  had  endeavoured  to  overturn 
the  right  of  impeachment  lodged  in  the  Commons  by  the 
ancient  constitution  of  the  kingdom :  that  all  the  ill 
consequences  which  might  attend  the  delay  of  the  sup- 
plies given  for  the  preservation  of  the  public  peace,  and 
the  maintenance  of  the  balance  of  Europe,  would  be 
owing  to  those  who,  to  procure  an  indemnity  for  their 
own  crimes,  had  used  their  utmost  endeavours  to  make 
a  breach  between  the  two  Houses.  The  Lords  sent  a 
message  to  the  Commons,  giving  them  to  understand 
that  they  had  acquitted  Lord  Somers,  and  dismissed  the 
impeachment,  as  nobody  had  appeared  to  support  the 
articles ;  and  that  they  had  appointed  next  Monday  for 
the  trial  of  the  Earl  of  Orford.  They  resolved,  that  un- 
less the  charge  against  Lord  Haversham  should  be  pro- 
secuted by  the  Commons  before  the  end  of  the  session, 
the  Lords  would  adjudge  him  innocent :  that  the  reso- 
lutions of  the  Commons  on  their  late  votes  contained 
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raost  unjust  reflections  on  the  honour  and  justice  of  the    chap. 

Peers :  that  they  were  contrived  to  cover  their  affected  v ^^ ; 

and  unreasonable  delays  in  prosecuting  the  impeached  '^^^^ 
lords :  that  they  manifestly  tended  to  the  destruction  of 
the  judicature  of  the  Lords ;  to  the  rendering  trials  on 
impeachments  impracticable  for  the  future,  and  to  the 
subverting  the  constitution  of  the  English  government : 
that,  therefore,  whatever  ill  consequences  might  arise 
from  the  so  long  deferring  the  supplies  for  this  year's 
service  were  to  be  attributed  to  the  fatal  counsel  of  the 
putting  off  the  meeting  of  a  Parliament  so  long,  and  to 
the  unnecessary  delays  of  the  House  of  Commons.  On 
the  twenty-third  day  of  June,  the  articles  of  impeach- 
ment against  Edward  Earl  of  Orford  were  read  in  West- 
minster-hall ;  but  the  House  of  Commons  having  previ- 
ously ordered  that  none  of  the  members  should  appear 
at  this  pretended  trial,  those  articles  were  not  supported ; 
so  that  his  lordship  was  acquitted,  and  the  impeachment 
dismissed.  Next  day,  the  impeachments  against  the 
Duke  of  Leeds,  which  had  lain  seven  years  neglected, 
together  with  those  against  the  Earl  of  Portland  and 
Lord  Halifax,  as  well  as  the  charge  against  Lord  Haver- 
sham,  were  dismissed  for  want  of  prosecution.  Each 
House  ordered  a  narrative  of  these  proceedings  to  be 
published ;  and  their  mutual  animosity  had  proceeded 
to  such  a  degree  of  rancour,  as  seemed  to  preclude  all 
possibility  of  reconciliation.  The  Commons,  in  the  whole 
course  of  this  transaction,  had  certainly  acted  from  motives 
of  faction  and  revenge ;  for  nothing  could  be  more  unjust, 
frivolous,  and  partial,  than  the  charge  exhibited  in  the 
articles  of  impeachment,  their  anticipating  address  to  the 
king,  and  their  affected  delay  in  the  prosecutions.  Their 
conduct  on  this  occasion  was  so  flagrant  as  to  attract  the 
notice  of  the  common  people,  and  inspire  the  generality 
of  the  nation  with  disgust.  This  the  whigs  did  not  fail 
to  augment  by  the  arts  of  calumny,  and,  in  particular, 
by  insinuating  that  the  court  of  Versailles  had  found 
means  to  engage  the  majority  of  the  Commons  in  its 
interest. 

This  faction  had,  since  the  beginning  of  this  session.  Petition  of 
employed  their  emissaries  in  exciting  a  popular  aversion 
to  the  tory  ministers  and  members,  and  succeeded  so  well 
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CHAP,  in  their  endeavours,  that  they  fonned  a  scheme  of  obtain- 
.  ^^'  ,  ing  petitions  from  different  counties  and  corporations,  that 
1701.  should  induce  the  Commons  to  alter  their  conduct,  on  the 
supposition  that  it  was  contrary  to  the  sense  of  the  nation. 
In  execution  of  this  scheme,  a  petition,  signed  by  the  de- 
puty-lieutenants, above  twenty  justices  of  the  peace, 
the  grand  jury  and  freeholders  of  the  county  of  Kent, 
had  been  presented  to  the  House  of  Commons  on  the 
eighteenth  day  of  May,  by  five  gentlemen  of  fortune  and 
distinction.  The  purport  of  this  remonstrance  was  to  re- 
commend union  among  themselves,  and  confidence  in  his 
majesty,  whose  great  actions  for  the  nation  could  never 
be  forgotten  without  the  blackest  ingratitude ;  to  beg 
they  would  have  regard  to  the  voice  of  the  people ;  that 
their  religion  and  safety  might  be  effectually  provided 
for ;  that  their  loyal  addresses  might  be  turned  into  bills 
of  supply ;  and  that  his  most  sacred  majesty  might  be 
enabled  powerfully  to  assist  his  allies  before  it  should  be 
too  late.  The  House  was  so  incensed  at  the  petulance 
of  the  petition,  that  they  voted  it  as  scandalous,  insolent, 
and  seditious ;  and  ordered  the  gentlemen  who  had 
presented  it  to  be  taken  into  custody.  They  were  after- 
wards committed  to  the  Gatehouse,  where  they  remained 
till  the  prorogation  of  Parliament ;  but  they  had  no  reason 
to  repine  at  their  imprisonment,  which  recommended 
them  to  the  notice  and  esteem  of  the  public.  They  were 
visited  and  caressed  by  the  chiefs  of  the  whig  interest,  and 
considered  as  martyrs  to  the  liberties  of  the  people.  Their 
confinement  gave  rise  to  a  very  extraordinary  paper,  en- 
titled "  A  memorial  from  the  gentlemen,  freeholders,  and 
inhabitants  of  the  counties  of ,  in  behalf  of  them- 
selves and  many  thousands  of  the  good  people  of  England." 
It  was  signed  Legioriy  and  sent  to  the  speaker  in  a  letter, 
commanding  him,  in  the  name  of  two  hundred  thousand 
Englishmen,  to  deliver  it  to  the  House  of  Commons.  In 
this  strange  expostulation,  the  House  was  charged  with 
illegal  and  unwarrantable  practices  in  fifteien  particulars : 
a  new  claim  of  right  was  ranged  under  seven  heads ;  and 
the  Commons  were  admonished  to  act  according  to  their 
duty,  as  specified  in  this  memorial,  on  pain  of  incurring 
the  resentment  of  an  injured  nation.  It  was  concluded 
in  these  words :  "  For  Englishmen  are  no  more  to  be 
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slaves  to  Parliaments  than  to  kings — our  name  is  Legion,    chap. 
and  we  are  many."  The  Commons  were  equally  provoked  .    ^^'    . 
and  intimidated  by  this  libel,  which  was  the  production     ^70i. 
of  one  Daniel  de  Foe,  a  scurrilous  party-writer,  in  very 
little  estimation.     They  would  not,  however,  deign  to 
take  notice  of  it  in  the  House :  but  a  complaint  being 
made  of  endeavours  to  raise  tumults  and  seditions,  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  draw  up  an  address  to  his  majesty, 
informing  him  of  those  seditious  endeavours,  and  beseech- 
ing him  to  provide  for  the  public  peace  and  security. 

The  House,  however,  perceiving  plainly  that  they  had  Favourable 
incurred  the  odium  of  the  nation,  which  began  to  clamour  i^ion.*  ^ 
for  a  war  with  France,  and  dreading  the  popular  resent- 
ment, thought  fit  to  change  their  measures  with  respect 
to  this  object,  and  present  the  address  we  have  already 
mentioned,  in  which  they  promised  to  support  him  in  the 
alliances  he  should  contract  with  the  emperor  and  other 
states,  in  order  to  bridle  the  exorbitant  power  of  France. 
They  likewise  proceeded  in  earnest  upon  the  supply,  and 
voted  funds  for  raising  about  two  millions  seven  hundred 
thousand  pounds  to  defray  the  expense  of  the  ensuing 
year.  They  voted  thirty  thousand  seamen,  and  resolved 
that  ten  thousand  troops  should  be  transported  from  Ire- 
land to  Holland,  fis  the  auxiliaries  stipulated  in  the  treaty 
of  1677  with  the  States-General.  The  funds  were  con- 
stituted of  a  land-tax,  certain  duties  on  merchandize,  and 
a  weekly  deduction  from  the  excise,  so  as  to  bring  down 
the  civil  list  to  six  hundred  thousand  pounds ;  as  the 
Duke  of  Gloucester  was  dead,  and  James's  queen  refused 
her  allowance.  They  passed  a  bill  for  taking  away  all 
privileges  of  Parliament  in  legal  prosecutions,  during  the 
intermediate  prorogations :  their  last  struggle  with  the 
Lords  was  concerning  a  bill  for  appointing  commissioners 
to  examine  and  state  the  public  accounts.  The  persons 
nominated  for  this  purpose  were  extremely  obnoxious  to 
the  majority  of  the  Peers,  as  violent  partisans  of  the  tory 
faction:  when  the  bill,  therefore,  was  sent  up  to  the 
Lords,  they  made  some  amendments,  which  the  Commons 
rejected.  The  former  animosity  between  the  two  Houses 
began  to  revive,  when  the  king  interrupted  their  disputes, 
by  putting  an  end  to  the  session,  on  the  twenty-fourth 
day  of  June,  after  having  thanked  the  Parliament  ifbr  their 
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CHAP,  zeal  in  the  public  service,  and  exhorted  them  to  a  dis- 
V  ^^'  .  charge  of  their  duties  in  their  several  counties.  He  was, 
1701.  no  doubt,  extremely  pleased  with  such  an  issue  of  a  ses- 
sion that  had  begun  with  a  very  inauspicious  aspect.  His 
health  daily  declined ;  but  he  concealed  the  decay  of  his 
constitution,  that  his  allies  might  not  be  discouraged  from 
engaging  in  a  confederacy  of  which  he  was  deemed  the 
bead  and  chief  support.  He  conferred  the  command  of 
the  ten  thousand  troops  destined  for  Holland  upon  the 
Earl  of  Marlborough,  and  appointed  him  at  the  same  time 
his  plenipotentiary  to  the  States-General :  a  choice  that 
evinced  his  discernment  and  discretion ;  for  that  noble- 
man surpassed  all  his  contemporaries,  both  as  a  general 
and  a  politician.  He  was  cool,  penetrating,  intrepid,  and 
persevering ;  plausible,  insinuating, artful,  and  dissembling. 
Progress  of  A  rogcucy  being  established,  the  king  embarked  for 
Eugene  in  Holland  in  the  beginning  of  July.  On  his  arrival  at 
i*ab'«  the  Hague  he  assisted  at  an  assembly  of  the  States- 
General,  whom  he  harangued  in  very  affectionate  terms, 
and  was  answered  with  great  cordiality;  then  he  made 
a  progress  round  the  frontiers,  to  examine  the  state*  of  the 
garrisons;  and  gave  such  orders  and  directions  as  he 
judged  necessary  for  the  defence  of  the  country.  Mean- 
while the  French  minister,  D'Avaux,  being  recalled  from 
the  Hague,  delivered  a  letter  to  the  states  from  the 
French  king,  who  complained  that  they  had  often  inter- 
rupted the  conferences,  from  which  no  good  fruits  were 
to  be  expected;  but  he  assured  them  it  wholly  depended 
upon  themselves,  whether  they  should  continue  to  receive 
marks  of  his  ancient  friendship  for  their  republic.  The 
letter  was  accompanied  by  an  insolent  memorial,  to  which 
the  States-General  returned  a  very  spirited  answer.  As 
they  expected  nothing  now  but  hostilities  from  France, 
they  redoubled  their  diligence  in  making  preparations  for 
their  own  defence.  They  repaired  their  fortifications, 
augmented  their  army,  and  hired  auxiliaries.  King  Wil- 
liam and  they  had  already  engaged  in  an  alliance  with 
the  King  of  Denmark,  who  undertook  to  furnish  a  cer- 
tain number  of  troops,  in  consideration  of  a  subsidy ;  and 
they  endeavoured  to  mediate  a  peace  between  Sweden 
and  Poland ;  but  this  they  could  not  effect.  France  had 
likevnse  offered  her  mediation  between  those  powers,  in 
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hopes  of  bringing  over  Sweden  to  her  interest ;  and  the    chap. 
court  of  Vienna  had  tampered  with  the  King  of  Poland ;       ^^' 


■V— Pi 


but  he  persisted  in  his  resolution  to  prosecute  the  war.  *^®*- 
The  Spaniards  began  to  be  very  uneasyunder  the  donainion 
of  their  new  master.  They  were  shocked  at  the  insolence 
of  his  French  ministers  and  attendants,  and  much  more 
at  the  manners  and  fashions  which  they  introduced.  The 
grandees  found  themselves  very  little  considered  by  their 
sovereign,  and  resented  his  economy ;  for  he  had  endea- 
voured to  retrench  the  expense  of  the  court  which  had 
used  to  support  their  magnificence.  Prince  Eugene,  at 
the  head  of  the  imperial  army,  had  entered  Italy  by  Vi- 
cenza,  and  passed  the  Adige  near  Carpi,  where  he  de- 
feated a  body  of  five  thousand  French  forces.  The  enemy 
were  commanded  by  the  duke  of  Savoy,  assisted  by  Ma- 
reschal  Catinat  and  the  Prince  of  Vaudemont,  who  did 
not  think  proper  to  hazard  an  engagement ;  but  Mares- 
chal  Villeroy  arriving  in  the  latter  end  of  August,  with 
orders  to  attack  the  imperialists,  Catinat  retired  in  dis- 
gust. The  new  general  marched  immediately  towards 
Chiari,  where  Prince  Eugene  was  intrenched,  and  at- 
tacked his  camp;  but  met  with  such  a  reception,  that  he 
was  obliged  to  retire  with  the  loss  of  five  thousand  men. 
Towards  the  end  of  the  campaign  the  prince  took  posses- 
sion of  all  the  Mantuan  territories,  except  Mantua  itself, 
and  Goito,  the  blockade  of  which  he  formed.  He  reduced 
all  the  places  on  the  Oglio,  and  continued  in  the  field 
during  the  whole  winter,  exhibiting  repeated  marks  of 
the  most  invincible  courage,  indefatigable  vigilance, 
and  extensive  capacity  in  the  art  of  war.  In  January 
he  had  well  nigh  surprised  Cremona,  by  introducing 
a  body  of  men  through  an  old  aqueduct.  They  forced 
one  of  the  gates,  by  which  the  prince  and  his  followers 
entered:  Villeroy  being  wakened  by  the  noise,  ran 
out  into  the  street,  where  he  was  taken ;  and  the  town 
must  have  been  infallibly  reduced,  had  Prince  Eugene 
been  joined  by  another  body  of  troops,  which  he  had  or- 
dered to  march  from  the  Parmesan,  and  secure  the  bridge. 
These  not  arriving  at  the  time  appointed,  an  Irish  regi- 
ment in  the  French  service  took  possession  of  the  bridge, 
and  the  prince  was  obliged  to  retire  with  his  prisoner.  ^^ gftj^! 
The  French  king,  alarmed  at  the  activity  and  military  tion  of 
VOL.  I.  A  a 
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CHAP,  genius  of  the  imperial  general,  sent  a  reinforcement  to 
^  ^^*  '  his  army  in  Italy,  and  the  Duke  of  Vendome,  to  com- 
„^!^^V     mand  his  forces  in  that  country ;  he  likewise  importuned 

affairs  in        T-i-xii»oi  .,.  /*»  ni  i 

Euxope.  the  Duke  of  tSavoy  to  assist  bim  efiectually ;  but  that 
prince,  having  obtained  all  he  could  expect  from  France, 
^  became  cold  and  backward.  His  second  daughter  was 
by  this  time  married  to  the  new  King  of  Spain,  who 
met  her  at  Barcelona,  where  he  found  himself  involved 
in  disputes  with  the  states  of  Catalonia,  who  refused  to 
pay  a  tax  he  had  imposed,  until  their  privileges  should 
be  confirmed ;  and  he  was  obliged  to  gratify  them  in 
this  particular.  The  war  continued  to  rage  in  the 
north.  The  young  King  of  Sweden  routed  the  Saxons 
upon  the  river  Danube ;  thence  he  marched  into  Cour- 
land,  and  took  possession  of  Mittau  without  oppo- 
sition; while  the  King  of  Poland  retired  into  Lithu- 
ania. In  Hungary  the  French  emissaries  endeavoured 
to  sow  the  seeds  of  a  new  revolt.  They  exerted  them- 
selves with  indefatigable  industry  in  almost  every  court 
of  Christendom.  They  had  already  gained  over  the  Elec- 
tor of  Bavaria,  and  his  brother,  the  Elector  of  Cologn, 
together  with  the  Dukes  of  Wolfenbuttle  and  Saxe- 
Gotha,  who  professed  neutrality,  while  they  levied  troops, 
and  made  such  preparations  for  war,  as  plainly  indicated 
that  they  had  received  subsidies  from  France.  Louis  had 
also  extorted  a  treaty  of  alliance  from  the  King  of  Por- 
tugal, who  was  personally  attached  to  the  Austrian  inte- 
rest ;  but  this  weak  prince  was  a  slave  to  his  ministers^ 
whom  the  French  king  had  corrupted.  During  this  sum- 
mer, the  French  coasts  were  overawed  by  the  combined 
fleets  of  England  and  Holland,  under  the  command  of 
Sir  George  Rooke,  who  sailed  down  the  channel  in  the 
latter  end  of  August,  and  detached  Vice-Admiral  Benbow 
with  a  strong  squadron  to  the  West  Indies.  In  order  to 
deceive  the  French  king  with  regard  to  the  destination 
of  this  fleet.  King  William  demanded  the  free  use  of  the 
Spanish  harbours,  as  if  his  design  had  been  to  send  a 
squadron  to  the  Mediterranean ;  but  he  met  with  a  re- 
pulse, while  the  French  ships  were  freely  admitted. 
About  this  period  the  king  revoked  his  letters  patent  to 
the  commissioners  of  the  admiralty,  and  constituted  the 
Earl  of  Pembroke  Lord  High  Admiral  of  England,  in 
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order  to  avoid  the  factions,  the  disputes,  aud  divided  chap. 
counsels  of  a  board •  The  earl  was  no  sooner  promoted  v  ^^'  . 
to  this  office,  than  he  sent  Captain  Loades  with  three  ^7oi. 
frigates  to  Cadiz,  to  bring  home  the  sea  stores  and  effects 
belonging  to  the  English  in  that  place,  before  the  war 
should  commence ;  and  this  piece  of  service  was  success^ 
fully  performed.  The  French  king,  in  order  to  enjoy  all 
the  advantages  that  could  be  derived  from  his  union  with 
Spain,  established  a  company  to  open  a  trade  with  Mexico 
and  Peru ;  and  concluded  a  new  Assiento  treaty  for  sup- 
plying the  Spanish  plantations  with  negroes.  At  the  same 
time  he  sent  a  strong  squadron  to  the  port  of  Cadiz.  The 
French  dress  was  introduced  into  the  court  of  Spain; 
and,  by  a  formal  edict,  the  grandees  of  that  kingdom  and 
the  peers  of  France  were  put  on  a  level  in  each  nation. 
There  was  no  vigour  left  in  the  counsels  of  Spain :  her 
finances  were  exhausted,  and  her  former  spirit  seemed  to 
be  quite  extinguished ;  the  nobility  were  beggars,  and 
the  common  people  overwhelmed  with  indigence  and 
distress.  The  condition  of  France  was  not  much  more 
prosperous.  She  had  been  harassed  by  a  long  war,  and 
now  saw  herself  on  the  eve  of  another,  which  in  all  pro- 
bability would  render  her  completely  miserable. 

These  circumstances  were  well  known  to  the  emperor  Treaty  of 
and  the  maritime  powers,  and  served  to  animate  their  Jil^n^^®" 
negotiations  for  another  grand  alliance.      Conferences  emperor 
were  opened  at  the  Hague ;  and,  on  the  seventh  day  of  maritime 
September,  a  treaty  was  concluded  between  his  imperial  powers, 
majesty,  England,  and  the  States-General.     The  objects 
proposed  were,  to  procure  satisfaction  to  the  emperor  in 
the  Spanish  succession,  and  sufficient  security  for  the 
dominions  and  commerce  of  the  allies.     They  engaged 
to   use   their   endeavours  for  recovering   the   Spanish 
Netherlands,  as  a  barrier  between  Holland  and  France ; 
and  for  putting  the  emperor  in  possession  of  the  duchy 
of  Milan,  Naples,  and  Sicily,  with  the  lands  and  islands 
upon  the  coast  of  Tuscany  belonging  to  the  Spanish 
dominions.    They  agreed  that  the  King  of  England  and 
the  States-General  should  keep  and  possess  whatever 
lands  and  cities  they  should  conquer  from  the  Spaniards 
in  the  Indies:  that  the  confederates  should  faithfully 
communicate  their  designs  to  one  another :  that  no  party 
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CHAP,  should  treat  of  peace,  or  truce,  but  jointly  with  the  rest : 
* — J. — '  that  they  should  concur  in  preventing  the  union  of 
1701.  France  and  Spain  under  the  same  government;  and 
hinder  the  French  from  possessing  the  Spanish  Indies : 
that,  in  concluding  a  peace,  the  confederates  should  pro- 
vide for  the  maintenance  of  the  commerce  carried  on  by 
the  maritime  powers  to  the  dominions  taken  from  the 
Spaniards,  and  secure  the  states  by  a  barrier :  that  they 
should,  at  the  same  time,  settle  the  exercise  of  religion 
in  the  new  conquests :  that  they  should  assist  one  an- 
other with  all  their  forces,  in  case  of  being  invaded  by 
the  French  king,  or  any  other  potentate,  on  account  of 
this  alliance :  that  a  defensive  alliance  should  remain 
between  them,  even  after  the  peace:  that  all  kings, 
princes,  and  states,  should  be  at  liberty  to  engage  in  this 
alliance.  They  determined  to  employ  two  months,  to 
obtain  by  amicable  means  the  satisfaction  and  security 
which  they  demanded ;  and  stipulated,  that  within  six 
weeks  the  treaty  should  be  ratified. 
Death  of  Qu  the  sixteenth  day  of  September,  King  James  ex- 
Jam^s.  pired  at  St.  Germain's,  after  having  laboured  under  a 
tedious  indisposition.  This  unfortunate  monarch,  since 
the  miscarriage  of  his  last  attempt  for  recovering  his 
throne,  had  laid  aside  all  thoughts  of  worldly  grandeur, 
and  devoted  his  whole  attention  to  the  concerns  of  his 
soul.  Though  he  could  not  prevent  the  busy  genius  of 
his  queen  from  planning  new  schemes  of  restoration,  he 
was  always  best  pleased  when  wholly  detached  from 
such  chimerical  projects.  Hunting  was  his  chief  diver- 
sion ;  but  religion  was  his  constant  care.  Nothing  could 
be  more  harmless  than  the  life  he  led  ;  and,  in  the  course 
of  it,  he  subjected  himself  to  uncommon  penance  and 
mortification.  He  frequently  visited  the  poor  monks  of 
La  Trappe,  who  were  much  edified  by  his  humble  and 
pious  deportment.  His  pride  and  arbitrary  temper  seem 
to  have  vanished  with  his  greatness.  He  became  affable, 
kind,  and  easy  to  all  his  dependents ;  and  his  religion 
certainly  opened  and  improved  the  virtues  of  his  heart, 
though  it  seemed  to  impair  the  faculties  of  his  soul.  In 
his  last  illness  he  conjured  his  son  to  prefer  his  religion 
to  every  worldly  advantage,  and  even  to  renounce  all 
thoughts  of  a  crown,  if  he  could  not  enjoy  it  without 
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offering  violence  to  his  feith.  He  recommended  to  him 
the  practice  of  justice  and  Christian  forgiveness ;  he  him- 
self declaring,  that  he  heartily  forgave  the  Prince  of  '70i. 
Orange,  the  emperor,  and  all  his  enemies.  He  died 
with  great  marks  of  devotion,  and  was  interred,  at  his 
own  request,  in  the  church  of  the  English  Benedictines 
in  Paris,  without  any  funeral  solemnity. 

Before  his  death  he  was  visited  by  the  French  king,  TheFrench 
who  seemed  touched  with  his  condition,  and  declared  the^pJT"* 
that,  in  case  of  his  death,  he  would  own  his  son  as  King  ^ii<ied 
of  England.  This  promise  James's  queen  had  already  waies  as 
extorted  from  him,  by  the  interest  of  Madame  de  Main-  f„"^'j| 
tenon  and  the  dauphin.  Accordingly,  when  James  died, 
the  pretended  Prince  of  Wales  was  proclaimed  King  of 
England  at  St.  Germain's,  and  treated  as  such  at  the 
court  of  Versailles.  His  title  was  likewise  recognized 
by  the  King  of  Spain,  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  and  the  pope. 
William  was  no  sooner  informed  of  this  transaction,  than 
he  despatched  a  courier  to  the  King  of  Sweden,  as 
guarantee  of  the  treaty  of  Ryswick,  to  complain  of  this 
manifest  violation.  At  the  same  time,  he  recalled  the 
Earl  of  Manchester  from  Paris,  and  ordered  him  to  re- 
turn without  taking  an  audience  of  leave.  That  noble- 
man immediately  withdrew,  after  having  intimated  to 
the  Marquis  de  Torcy  the  order  he  had  received.  Louis, 
in  vindication  of  his  own  conduct,  dispersed  through  all 
the  courts  of  Europe  a  manifesto,  in  which  he  affirmed, 
that,  in  owning  the  Prince  of  Wales  as  King  of  Eng* 
land,  he  had  not  infringed  any  article  of  the  treaty  of 
Ryswick.  He  confessed,  that  in  the  fourth  article  he 
had  promised  that  he  would  not  disturb  the  King  of 
Great  Britain  in  the  peaceable  possession  of  his  domi- 
nions ;  and  he  declared  his  intention  was  to  observe  that 
promise  punctually.  He  observed,  that  his  generosity 
would  not  allow  him  to  abandon  the  Prince  of  Wales  or 
his  family:  that  he  could  not  refuse  him  a  title  which 
was  due  to  him  by  birth :  that  he  had  more  reason  to 
complain  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  States- 
General,  whose  declarations  and  preparations  in  favour 
of  the  emperor  might  be  regarded  as  real  contraventions 
to  treaties :  finally,  he  quoted  some  instances  from  his- 
tory, in  which  the  children  enjoyed  the  titles  of  king- 
doms which  their  fathers  had  lost.     These  reasons,  how- 
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CHAP,  ever,  would  hardly  have  induced  the  French  king  to  take 
k^Il^  such  a  step,  had  he  not  perceived  that  a  war  with  Eng- 
1701.  land  was  inevitable ;  and  that  he  should  be  able  to  reap 
some  advantages  in  the  course  of  it,  from  espousing  the 
cause  of  the  pretender. 
Addresses  The  substance  of  the  French  manifesto  was  published 
wmSmonii^  London,  by  Poussin,  the  secretary  of  Tallard,  who 
that  sub-  had  been  left  in  England  as  agent  for  the  court  of  Ver- 
^^^  sailles.  He  was  now  ordered  to  leave  the  kingdom, 
which  was  filled  with  indignation  at  Louis,  for  having 
pretended  to  declare  who  ought  to  be  their  sovereign. 
The  city  of  London  presented  an  address  to  the  lords 
justices,  expressing  the  deepest  resentment  of  the  French 
king's  presumption ;  assuring  his  majesty  that  they  would 
at  all  times  exert  the  utmost  of  their  abilities  for  the 
preservation  of  his  person,  and  the  defence  of  his  just 
rights  in  opposition  to  all  invaders  of  his  crown  and  dig- 
nity. Addresses  of  the  same  nature  were  sent  up  from 
all  parts  of  the  kingdom,  and  could  not  but  be  agreeable 
to  William.  He  had  now  concerted  measures  for  acting 
with  vigour  against  France ;  and  he  resolved  to  revisit 
his  kingdom,  after  having  made  a  considerable  progress 
in  a  treaty  of  perpetual  alliance  between  England  and 
the  States-General,  which  was  afterwards  brought  to  per- 
fection by  his  plenipotentiary,  the  Earl  of  Marlborough, 
The  king's  return,  however,  was  delayed  a  whole  month  by 
a  severe  indisposition,  during  which  the  Spanish  minister 
De  Quiros  hired  certain  physicians  to  consult  together 
upon  the  state  and  nature  of  his  distemper.  They  declared, 
that  he  could  not  live  many  weeks ;  and  this  opinion 
was  transmitted  to  Madrid.  William,  however,  baffled  the 
prognostic,  though  his  constitution  had  sustained  such  a 
rude  shock,  that  he  himself  perceived  his  end  was  near. 
He  told  the  Earl  of  Portland  he  found  himself  so  weak, 
that  he  could  not  expect  to  live  another  summer ;  but 
charged  him  to  conceal  this  circumstance  until  he  should 
be  dead.  Notwithstanding  this  near  approach  to  dissolu- 
tion, he  exerted  himself  with  surprising  diligence  and 
spirit  in  establishing  the  confederacy,  and  settling  the 
plan  of  operations,  A  subsidiary  treaty  was  concluded 
with  the  King  of  Prussia,  who  engaged  to  furnish  a  cer- 
tain number  of  troops.  The  emperor  agreed  to  maintain 
_  ninety  thousand  men  in  the  field  against  France :  the 
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proportion  of  the  states  was  limited  to  one  hundred  and    chap. 
two  thousand ;  and   that  of  England  did  not   exceed  v__^5l-j 
forty  thousand,  to  act  in  conjunction  with  the  allies.  ^^^'• 

On  the  fourth  day  of  November  the  king  arrived  in  New  Par* 
England,  which  he  found  in  a  strange  ferment,  produced  ™®°** 
from  the  mutual  animosity  of  the  two  factions.  The; 
reviled  each  other  in  words  and  writing  vrfth  all  the 
falsehood  of  calumny,  and  all  the  bitterness  of  rancour : 
so  that  truth,  candour,  and  temperance  seemed  to  be 
banished  by  consent  of  both  parties.  The  king  had 
found  himself  deceived  in  his  new  ministers,  who  had 
opposed  his  measures  with  all  their  influence.  He  was 
particularly  disgusted  with  the  deportment  of  the  Earl 
of  Rochester,  who  proved  altogether  imperious  and  un- 
tractable,  and  instead  of  moderating,  inflamed  .the 
violence  of  his  party.  The  king  declared  the  year  in 
which  that  nobleman  directed  his  councils  was  the  un- 
easiest  of  his  whole  life.  He  could  not  help  expressing 
his  displeasure  in  such  a  coldness  of  reserve,  that  Ro- 
chester told  him  he  would  serve  his  majesty  no  longer, 
since  he  did  not  enjoy  his  confidence.  William  made 
no  answer  to  this  expostulation,  but  resolved  he  should 
see  him  no  more.  The  earl,  however,  at  the  desire  of 
Mr.  Harley,  became  more  pliant  and  submissive;  and 
after  the  king's  departure  for  Holland,  repaired  to  his 
government  of  Ireland,  in  which  he  now  remained,  ex- 
erting all  his  endeavours  to  acquire  popularity.  Wil- 
liam foreseeing  nothing  but  opposition  from  the  present 
spirit  of  the  House  of  Commons,  closeted  some  of  their 
leaders  with  a  view  to  bespeak  their  compliance ;  but 
finding  them  determined  to  pursue  their  former  princi- 
ples, and  to  insist  upon  their  impeachments,  he  resolved, 
with  the  advice  of  his  friends,  to  dissolve  the  Parlia- 
ment. This  step  he  was  the  more  easily  induced  to  take, 
as  the  Commons  were  become  extremely  odious  to  the 
nation  in  general,  which  breathed  nothing  but  war  and 
defiance  against  the  French  monarch.  The  Parliament 
was  accordingly  dissolved  by  proclamation,  and  another 
summoned  to  meet  on  the  thirtieth  day  of  December. 

Never  did  the  two  parties  proceed  with  such  heat  and  The  king's 
violence  against  each  other,  as  in  their  endeavours  to  tTbofh*^*^  * 
influence    the  new    elections.      The    whigs,  however,  Houses  re- 
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CHAP,    obtained  the  victory,  as  they  included  the  monied  interest, 

^    ^^'    >  which  will  always  prevail  among  the  borough  electors. 

^l^^-     Corruption  was  now  reduced  into  an  open  and  avowed 

great  ap-  ^  -111,1  11  •  n 

piauae.  commerce  ;  and,  had  not  the  people  been  so  universally 
venal  and  profligate  that  no  sense  of  shame  remained, 
the  victors  must  have  blushed  for  their  success.  Though 
the  majority  thus  obtained  was  staunch  to  the  measures 
of  the  court,  the  choice  of  speaker  fell  upon  Mr.  Harley, 
contrary  to  the  inclination  of  the  king,  who  favoured  Sir 
Thomas  Lyttelton :  but  his  majesty's  speech  was  received 
with  universal  applause.  It  was  so  much  admired  by 
the  well-wishers  to  the  Revolution,  that  they  printed 
it  with  decorations,  in  the  English,  Dutch,  and  French 
languages.  It  appeared  as  a  piece  of  furniture  in  all 
their  houses,  and  as  the  king's  last  legacy  to  his  own  and 
all  Protestant  people.  In  this  celebrated  harangue,  he 
expatiated  upon  the  indignity  offered  to  the  nation,  by 
the  French  king's  acknowledging  the  pretended  Prince 
of  Wales  :  he  explained  the  dangers  to  which  it  was  ex- 
posed by  his  placing  his  grandson  on  the  throne  of  Spain : 
he  gave  them  to  understand  he  had  concluded  several 
alliances,  according  to  the  encouragement  given  him  by 
both  Houses  of  Parliament,  which  alliances  should  be 
laid  before  them,  together  with  other  treaties  still  de- 
pending. He  observed,  that  the  eyes  of  all  Europe  were 
upon  this  Parliament,  and  all  matters  at  a  stand  until 
their  resolution  should  be  known;  therefore  no  time 
ought  to  be  lost.  He  told  them,  they  had  yet  an  oppor- 
tunity to  secure  for  themselves  and  their  posterity  the 
quiet  enjoyment  of  their  religion  and  liberties,  if  they 
were  not  wanting  to  themselves,  but  would  exert  the 
ancient  vigour  of  the  English  nation ;  but  he  declared 
his  opinion  was,  that,  should  they  neglect  this  occasion, 
they  had  no  reason  to  hope  for  another.  He  said  it 
would  be  necessary  to  maintain  a  great  strength  at  sea, 
and  a  force  on  land  proportionable  to  that  of  their  allies. 
He  pressed  the  Commons  to  support  the  public  credit, 
which  could  not  be  preserved  without  keeping  sacred 
that  maxim,  that  they  shall  never  be  losers  who  trust  to 
the  parliamentary  security.  He  declared,  that  he  never 
asked  aids  from  his  people  without  regret ;  that  what  he 
desired  was  for  their  own  safety  and  honour,  at  such  a 
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critical  time ;  and  that  the  whole  should  be  appropriated  chap. 
to  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  intended.  He  ex-  .  ^^'  , 
pressed  his  willingness  that  the  accounts  should  be  yearly  i7oi. 
submitted  to  the  inspection  of  Parliament.  He  again 
recommended  despatch,  together  with  good  bills  for  em- 
ploying the  poor,  encouraging  trade,  and  suppressing 
vice.  He  expressed  his  hope  that  they  were  come  toge- 
ther determined  to  avoid  disputes  and  differences,  and  to 
act  with  a  hearty  concurrence  for  promoting  the  common 
cause.  He  said,  he  should  think  it  as  great  a  blessing  as 
could  befal  England,  if  they  were  as  much  inclined  to 
lay  aside  those  unhappy  fatal  animosities  which  divided 
and  weakened  them,  as  he  was  disposed  to  make  all  his 
subjects  safe  and  easy  as  to  any,  even  the  highest, 
offences,  committed  against  his  person.  He  conjured 
them  to  disappoint  the  hopes  of  their  enemies  by  their 
unanimity.  As  he  had  always  shown,  and  always  would 
show,  how  desirous  he  was  to  be  the  common  father  of 
all  his  people,  he  desired  they  would  lay  aside  parties 
and  divisions,  so  as  that  no  distinction  should  be  heard 
of  amongst  them,  but  of  those  who  were  friends  to  the 
Protestant  religion  and  present  establishment,  and  of 
those  who  wished  for  a  popish  prince  and  a  French 
government.  He  concluded  by  affirming  that  if  they, 
in  good  earnest,  desired  to  see  England  hold  the  balance 
of  Europe,  and  be  indeed  at  the  head  of  the  Protestant 
interest,  it  would  appear  by  their  improving  the  present 
opportunity.  The  Lords  immediately  drew  up  a  warm 
and  affectionate  address,  in  which  they  expressed  their 
resentment  of  the  proceedings  of  the  French  king,  in 
owning  the  pretended  Prince  of  Wales  for  King  of  Eng- 
land. They  assured  his  majesty  they  would  assist  him 
to  the  utmost  of  their  power  against  all  his  enemies ;  and 
when  it  should  please  God  to  deprive  them  of  his  ma- 
jesty's protection,  they  would  vigorously  assist  and  defend 
against  the  pretended  Prince  of  Wales,  and  all  other 
pretenders  whatsoever,  every  person  and  persons  who  had 
right  to  succeed  to  the  crown  of  England,  by  virtue  of 
the  acts  of  Parliament  for  establishing  and  limiting  the 
succession.  On  the  fifth  day  of  January,  an  address  to 
the  same  effect  was  presented  by  the  Commons,  and  both 
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met  with  a  very  gracious  reception  from  his  majesty. 
The  Lords,  as  a  further  proof  of  their  zeal,  having  taken 
170U  into  consideration  the  dangers  that  threatened  Europe 
from  the  accession  of  the  Duke  of  Anjou  to  the  crown 
of  Spain,  drew  up  another  address,  explaining  their  sense 
of  that  danger ;  stigmatizing  the  French  king  as  a  violator 
of  treaties ;  declaring  their  opinion  that  his  majesty,  his 
subjects,  and  allies,  could  never  be  safe  and  secure  until 
the  house  of  Austria  should  be  restored  to  their  rights, 
and  the  invader  of  the  Spanish  monarchy  brought  to 
reason ;  and  assuring  his  majesty  that  no  time  should  be 
lost,  nor  any  thing  wanting  on  their  parts,  which  might 
answer  the  reasonable  expectations  of  their  friends 
abroad ;  not  doubting  but  to  support  the  reputation  of 
the  English  name,  when  engaged  under  so  great  a  prince, 
in  the  glorious  cause  of  maintaining  the  liberty  of  Europe. 
Great  har-  The  king,  in  order  to  acquire  the  confidence  of  the 
t^^'en  the  Commous,  Ordered  Mr.  Secretary  Vernon  to  lay  before 
p^riir*^  them  copies  of  the  treaties  and  conventions  he  had  lately 
ment  coucluded,  which  were  so  well  approved,  that  the  House 
unanimously  voted  the  supply.  By  another  vote,  they 
authorized  the  exchequer  to  borrow  six  hundred  thou- 
sand pounds  at  six  per  cent,  for  the  service  of  the  fleet, 
and  fifty  thousand  pounds  for  the  subsistence  of  guards 
and  g-arrisons.  They  deliberated  upon  the  state  of  the 
navy,  with  the  debt  due  upon  it,  and  examined  an  esti- 
mate of  what  would  be  necessary  for  extraordinary  re- 
pairs. They  called  for  an  account  of  that  part  of  the 
national  debt  for  which  no  provision  had  been  made. 
They  ordered  the  speaker  to  write  to  the  trustees  for  the 
forfeited  estates  in  Ireland,  to  attend  the  House  with  a 
full  detail  of  their  proceedings  in  the  execution  of  that 
act  of  Parliament.  On  the  ninth  day  of  January,  they 
unanimously  resolved  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a 
bill  for  securing  his  majesty's  person,  and  the  succession 
of  the  crown  in  the  Protestant  line,  for  extinguishing  the 
hopes  of  the  pretended  Prince  of  Wales,  and  all  other  pre- 
tenders, and  their  open  and  secret  abettors.  They  re- 
solved to  address  his  majesty,  that  he  would  insert  an 
article  in  all  his  treaties  of  alliance,  importing  that  no  peace 
should  be  made  with  France  until  his  majesty  and  the 
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nation  have  reparation  for  the  great  indignity  offered  by  chap. 
the  French  king,  in  owning  and  declaring  the  pretended  .  ^^'  , 
Prince  of  Wales  King  of  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland.  i70i. 
They  agreed  to  maintain  forty  thousand  men  for  the  sea 
service,  and  a  like  number  by  land,  to  act  in  conjunction 
with  the  forces  of  the  allies,  according  to  the  proportions 
settled  by  the  contracting  powers.  The  supplies  were 
raised  by  an  imposition  of  four  shillings  in  the  pound 
upon  lands,  annuities,  pensions,  and  stipends,  and  on 
the  profits  arising  from  the  different  professions :  by  a 
tax  of  two  and  one-half  per  cent,  on  all  stock  in  trade 
and  money  at  interest ;  of  five  shillings  in  the  pound  on 
all  salaries,  fees,  and  perquisites;  a  capitation  tax  of 
four  shillings :  an  imposition  of  one  per  cent,  on  all  shares 
in  the  capital  stock  of  any  corporation  or  company  which 
should  be  bought,  sold,  or  bargained  for :  a  duty  of  six- 
pence per  bushel  on  malt,  and  a  further  duty  on  mum, 
cider,  and  perry. 

The  Commons  seemed  to  vie  with  the  Lords  in  their  The  two 
zeal  for  the  government.  They  brought  in  a  bill  for  S^^bai 
attainting  the  pretended  Prince  of  Wales ;  which  being  of  abjura- 
sent  up  to  the  other  House,  passed,  with  an  additional  **^°' 
clause  of  attainder  against  the  queen,  who  acted  as  re- 
gent for  the  pretender.  This,  however,  was  not  carried 
without  great  opposition  in  the  House  of  Lords.  When 
the  bill  was  sent  back  to  the  Commons,  they  excepted 
to  the  amendment  as  irregular.  They  observed,  that 
attainders  by  bill  constituted  the  most  rigorous  part  of 
the  law,  and  that  the  stretching  of  it  ought  to  be  avoided. 
They  proposed,  that  the  queen  should  be  attainted  by  a 
separate  bill.  The  Lords  assented  to  the  proposal ;  and 
the  bill  against  the  pretended  Prince  of  Wales  passed. 
The  Lords  passed  another  for  attainting  the  queen ; 
however,  it  was  neglected  in  the  House  of  Commons. 
But  the  longest  and  warmest  debates  of  this  session  were 
produced  by  a  bill,  which  the  Lords  brought  in,  for  ab- 
juring the  pretended  Prince  of  Wales,  and  swearing  to 
the  king  by  the  title  of  rightful  and  lawful  king,  and  his 
heirs,  according  to  the  act  of  settlement.  It  was  pro- 
posed, that  this  oath  should  be  voluntary,  tendered  to  all 
persons,  and  their  subscription  or  refusal  recorded,  with- 
out any  other  penalty.  This  article  was  violently  opposed 
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CHAP,    by  the  Earl  of  Nottingham,  and  other  lords  of  the  tory 
.    ^^'    .  interest.     They  observed,  that  the  government  was  first 
^701.     settled  with  another  oath,  which  was  like  an  original 
contract ;  so  that  there  was  no  occasion  for  a  new  im- 
position :  that  oaths  relating  to  men's  opinions  had  been 
always    considered   as  severe   impositions ;   and  that  a 
voluntary  oath  was  in  its  own  nature  unlawful.     During 
these  disputes,  another  bill  of  abjuration  was  brought 
into  the  House  of  Commons  by  Sir  Charles  Hedges,  that 
should  be  obligatory  on  all  persons  who  enjoyed  employ- 
ments in  church  or  state ;  it  likewise  included  an  obliga- 
tion to  maintain  the  government  in  King,  Lords,  and 
Commons,  and  to  maintain  the  church  of  England,  toge- 
ther with  the  toleration  for  dissenters.     Warm  debates 
arose  upon  the  question,  whether  the  oath  should  be  im- 
posed or  voluntary ;  and  at  length  it  was  carried  for  im- 
position by  the  majority  of  one  voice.     They  agreed  to 
insert  an  additional  clause,  declaring  it  equally  penal  to 
compass  or  imagine  the  death  of  her  royal  highness  the 
Princess  Anne  of  Denmark,  as  it  was  to  compass  or 
imagine  the  death  of  the  king's  eldest  son  and  heir.  In 
the  House  of  Peers  this  bill  was  strenuously  opposed  by 
the  tories ;  and  when  after  long  debates  it  passed  on  the 
twenty-fourth  day  of  February,  ten  lords  entered  a  pro- 
test against  it,  as  an  unnecessary  and  severe  imposition. 
The  Lower      The  wholo  nation  now  seemed  to  join  in  the  cry  for  a 
tifies^thr  'w^.r  with  France.     Party  heats  began  to  abate :  the  fac- 
proceed-     tions  iu  the  city  of  London  were,  in  a  great  measure, 
S)mmon8^  moderated  by  the  union  of  the  two  companies  trading  to 
in  the  pre-  the  East  ludies,  which  found  their  mutual  interest  re- 

cedinfirP fir-  rw^ 

liament  quired  a  coalition.  The  tories  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
having  concurred  so  heartily  with  the  inclinations  of  the 
people,  resolved,  as  far  as  it  lay  in  their  power,  to  justify 
the  conduct  of  their  party  in  the  preceding  Parliament, 
They  complained  of  some  petitions  and  addresses  which 
had  reflected  upon  the  proceedings  of  the  last  House  of 
Commons,  and  particularly  of  the  Kentish  petition.  The 
majority,  however,  determined  that  it  was  the  undoubted 
right  of  the  people  of  England  to  petition  or  address  the 
king,  for  the  calling,  sitting,  or  dissolving  of  Parliaments, 
and  for  the  redressing  of  grievances;  and  that  every  subject 
under  any  accusation,  either  by  impeachment  or  other- 
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wise,  had  a  right  to  be  brought  to  a  speedy  trial.  A  com-  chap. 
plaint  being  likewise  made,  that  the  Lords  had  denied  .  ^/'  i 
the  Commons  justice  in  the  matter  of  the  late  impeach-  ^70i. 
ments,  a  furious  debate  ensued ;  and  it  was  carried  by  a 
very  small  majority  that  justice  had  not  been  denied.  In 
some  points,  however,  they  succeeded  :  in  the  case  of  a 
controverted  election  at  Maidstone,  between  Thomas 
Blisse  and  Thomas  Culpepper,  the  House  resolved,  that 
the  latter  had  been  not  only  guilty  of  corrupt,  scandalous, 
and  indirect  practices,  in  endeavouring  to  procure  himself 
to  be  elected  a  burgess ;  but  likewise,  being  one  of  the 
instruments  in  promoting  and  presenting  the  scandalous, 
insolent,  and  seditious  petition,  commonly  called  the 
Kentish  petition,  to  the  last  House  of  Commons,  was 
guilty  of  promoting  a  scandalous,  villanous,  and  ground- 
less reflection  upon  that  House,  by  aspersing  the  members 
with  receiving  French  money,  or  being  in  the  interest  of 
France ;  for  which  offence  he  was  ordered  to  be  com- 
mitted to  Newgate,  and  to  be  prosecuted  by  his  majesty's 
attorney-general.  They  also  resolved,  that  to  assert  that 
the  House  of  Commons  is  not  the  only  representative  of 
the  Commons  of  England,  tends  to  the  subversion  of  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  the 
fundamental  constitution  of  the  government  of  this  king- 
dom :  that  to  assert  that  the  House  of  Commons  have  no 
power  of  commitment,  but  of  their  own  members,  tends 
to  the  subversion  of  the  constitution  of  the  House  of 
Commons :  that  to  print  or  publish  any  books,  or  libels, 
reflecting  upon  the  proceedings  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
or  any  member  thereof,  for  or  relating  to  his  service 
therein,  is  a  high  violation  of  the  rights  and  privileges  of 
the  House  of  Commons.  Notwithstanding  these  trans- 
actions, they  did  not  neglect  the  vigorous  prosecution  of 
the  war.  They  addressed  his  majesty  to  interpose  with 
his  allies,  that  they  might  increase  their  quotas  of  land 
forces,  to  be  put  on  board  the  fleet  in  proportion  to  the 
numbers  his  majesty  should  embark.  When  they  had 
settled  the  sums  appropriated  to  the  several  uses  of  the 
war,  they  presented  a  second  address,  desiring  he  would 
provide  for  the  half-pay  officers,  in  the  first  place,  in  the 
recruits  and  levies  to  be  made.  The  king  assured  them 
it  was  always  his  intention  to  provide  for  those  officers. 
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CHAP.  He  went  to  the  House  of  Peers,  and  gave  the  royal  assent 
.  ^^'  .  to  an  act,  appointing  commissioners  to  take,  examine,  and 
^701.  determine  the  debts  due  to  the  army,  navy,  and  the  trans- 
port service ;  and  also  to  take  an  account  of  prizes  taken 
during  the  war. 
Affairs  of  The  affairs  of  Ireland  were  not  a  little  embarrassed  by 
the  conduct  of  the  trustees  appointed  to  take  cognizance 
of  the  forfeited  estates.  Their  office  was  extremely  odious 
to  the  people,  as  well  as  to  the  court,  and  their  deport- 
ment was  arbitrary  and  imperious.  Several  individuals 
of  that  kingdom,  provoked  by  the  insolence  of  the  trus- 
tees on  one  hand,  and  encouraged  by  the  countenance  of 
the  courtiers  on  the  other,  endeavoured  by  a  circular  letter, 
to  spirit  up  the  grand  jury  of  Ireland  against  the  act  of 
resumption:  petitions  were  presented  to  the  king,  couched 
in  very  strong  terms,  affirming,  that  it  was  injurious  to 
the  Protestant  interest,  and  had  been  obtained  by  gross 
misinformations.  The  king  having  communicated  these 
addresses  to  the  House,  they  were  immediately  voted 
scandalous,  false,  and  groundless ;  and  the  Commons  re- 
solved, that,  notwithstanding  the  complaints  and  clamours 
against  the  trustees,  it  did  not  appear  to  the  House  but 
those  complaints  were  groundless :  nevertheless,  they  af- 
terwards received  several  petitions, imploringrelief  against 
the  said  act ;  and  they  ordered  that  the  petitioners  should 
be  relieved  accordingly.  Proposals  were  delivered  in  for 
incorporating  such  as  should  purchase  the  said  forfeitures, 
on  certain  terms  therein  specified,  according  to  the  rent- 
roll,  when  verified  and  made  good  to  the  purchasers ;  but 
whereas  in  this  rent-roll  the  value  of  the  estates  had  been 
estimated  at  something  more  than  seven  hundred  and 
sixteen  thousand  pounds,  those  who  undertook  to  make 
the  purchase  affirmed  they  were  not  worth  five  hundred 
thousand  pounds ;  and  thus  the  affair  remained  in  sus- 
pense. 
The  king        With  respcct  to  Scotland,  the  clamours  of  that  king- 

mends  an    ^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^  subsidod.     When  the  bill  of  abjuration 

nnionofthe  passed  in  the  House  of  Peers,  the  Earl  of  Nottingham  had 

dotJa!^^    declared,  that  although  he  differed  in  opinion  from  the 

majority  in  many  particulars  relating  to  that  bill,  yet  he 

was  a  friend  to  the  design  of  it ;  and  in  order  to  secure  a 

Protestant  succession,  he  thought  an  union  of  the  whole 
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island  was  absolutely  necessary.  He  therefore  moved  for    cuap. 
an  address  to  the  king,  that  he  would  dissolve  the  Parlia-  .     ^^'    > 
ment  of  Scotland  now  sitting,  as  the  legality  of  it  might     ^^oi. 
be  called  in  question,  on  account  of  its  having  been  origi- 
nally a  convention ;  and  that  a  new  Parliament  should  be 
summoned,  that  they  might  treat  about  an  union  of  the 
two  kingdoms.  The  king  had  this  affair  so  much  at  heart, 
that  even  when  he  was  disabled  from  going  to  the  Par- 
liament in  person,  he  sent  a  letter  to  the  Commons,  ex- 
pressing an  eager  desire  that  a  treaty  for  this  purpose 
might  be  set  on  foot,  and  earnestly  recommending  this 
afikir  to  the  consideration  of  the  House ;  but  as  a  new 
Parliament  in  Scotland  could  not  be  called  without  a 
great  risk,  while  the  nation  was  in  such  a  ferment,  the 
project  was  postponed  to  a  more  favourable  opportunity. 

Before  the  king's  return  from  Holland,  he  had  con-  He  fails 
certed  with  his  allies  the  operations  of  the  ensuing  cam-  h^we.  * 
paign.  He  had  engaged  in  a  negotiation  with  the  Prince 
of  Hesse  D'Armstadt,  who  assured  him,  that  if  he  would 
besiege  and  take  Cadiz,  the  admiral  of  Castile,  and  divers 
other  grandees  of  Spain,  would  declare  for  the  house  of 
Austria.  The  allies  had  also  determined  upon  the  siege 
of  Keiserswaert,  which  the  Elector  of  Cologn  had  deli- 
vered into  the  hands  of  the  French :  the  Elector  of  Han- 
over had  resolved  to  disarm  the  Princes  of  Wolfenbuttle: 
the  King  of  the  Romans,  and  Prince  Louis  of  Baden, 
undertook  to  invest  Landau :  and  the  emperor  promised 
to  send  a  powerful  reinforcement  to  Prince  Eugene  in 
Italy :  but  William  did  not  live  to  see  these  schemes  put 
in  execution.  His  constitution  was  by  this  time  almost 
exhausted,  though  he  endeavoured  to  conceal  the  effects 
of  his  malady,  and  to  repair  his  health  by  exercise.  On 
the  twenty-first  day  of  February,  in  riding  to  Hampton- 
court  from  Kensington,  his  horse  fell  under  him,  and  he 
himself  was  thrown  upon  the  ground  with  such  violence 
as  produced  a  fracture  in  his  collar-bone.  His  attendants 
conveyed  him  to  the  palace  of  Hampton-court,  where 
the  fmcture  was  reduced  by  Bonjat,  his  serjeant-surgeon. 
In  the  evening  he  returned  to  Kensington  in  his  coach, 
and  the  two  ends  of  the  fractured  bone  having  been  dis- 
united by  the  jolting  of  the  carriage,  were  replaced  under 
the  inspection  of  Bidloo,  his  physician.     He  seemed  to 
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CHAP,  be  in  a  fair  way  of  recovering  till  the  first  day  of  March, 
.  ^^'  .  when  his  knee  appeared  to  be  inflamed,  with  great  pain 
1701.  and  weakness.  Next  day  he  granted  a  commission  under 
the  great  seal  to  several  peers  for  passing  the  bills  to 
which  both  Houses  of  Parliament  had  agreed ;  namely, 
the  act  of  attainder  against  the  pretended  Prince  of 
Wales,  and  another  in  favour  of  the  quakers,  enacting 
that  their  solemn  affirmation  and  declaration  should  be 
accepted  instead  of  an  oath  in  the  usual  form. 
His  death.  On  the  fourth  day  of  March  the  king  was  so  well  re- 
covered of  his  lameness,  that  he  took  several  turns  in  the 
gallery  at  Kensington;  but  sitting  down  on  a  couch,  where 
he  fell  asleep,  he  was  seized  with  a  shivering,  which  ter- 
minated in  a  fever  and  diarrhoea.  He  was  attended  by 
Sir  Thomas  Millington,  Sir  Richard  Blackmore,  Sir  Theo- 
dore Colledon,  Dr.  Bidloo,  and  other  eminent  physicians ; 
but  their  prescriptions  proved  ineffectual.  On  the  sixth 
he  granted  another  commission  for  passing  the  bill  for  the 
malt-tax,  and  the  bill  of  abjuration  ;  and  being  so  weak 
that  he  could  not  write  his  name,  he,  in  presence  of  the 
lord-keeper  and  the  clerks  of  parliament,  applied  a  stamp 
prepared  for  the  purpose.  The  Earl  of  Albemarle,  arriving 
from  Holland,  conferred  with  him  in  private  on  the  pos- 
ture of  affairs  abroad ;  but  he  received  his  informations 
with  great  coldness,  and  said,  "«/(?  tire  vers  ma  fin — I  ap- 
proach the  end  of  my  life."  In  the  evening  he  thanked 
Dr.  Bidloo  for  his  care  and  tenderness,  saying,  "  I  know 
that  you  and  the  other  learned  physicians  have  done  all 
that  your  art  can  do  for  my  relief;  but,  finding  all  means 
ineffectual,  I  submit."  He  received  spiritual  consolation 
from  Archbishop  Tennison,  and  Burnet,  Bishop  of  Salis- 
bury :  on  Sunday  morning  the  sacrament  was  adminis- 
tered to  him.  The  lords  of  the  privy  council  and  divers 
noblemen  attended  in  the  adjoining  apartments,  and  to 
some  of  them  who  were  admitted  he  spoke  a  little.  He 
thanked  Lord  Auverquerque  for  his  long  and  faithful  ser- 
vices :  he  delivered  to  Lord  Albemarle  the  keys  of  his 
closet  and  scrutoire,  telling  him  he  knew  what  to  do  with 
them.  He  inquired  for  the  Earl  of  Portland ;  but,  being 
speechless  before  that  nobleman  arrived,  he  grasped  his 
hand  and  laid  it  to  his  heart,  with  marks  of  the  most  ten- 
der affection.     On  the  eighth  day  of  March  he  expired. 
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in  the  fifty-second  year  of  his  age,  after  having  reigned  chap. 
thirteen  years.  The  Lords  Lexington  and  Scarborough, .  ^^'  , 
who  were  in  waiting,  no  sooner  perceived  that  the  king  was  ^701. 
dead,  than  they  ordered  Bonjat  to  untie  from  his  left  arm 
a  black  riband,  to  which  was  affixed  a  ring,  containing  some 
hair  of  the  late  Queen  Mary.  The  body,  being  opened  and 
embalmed,  lay  in  state  for  some  time  at  Kensington,  and 
on  the  twelfth  day  of  April  was  deposited  in  a  vault  of 
Henry's  chapel  in  Westminster  Abbey.  In  the  beginning 
of  May,  a  will  which  he  had  entrusted  with  Monsieur 
Schuylemberg  was  opened  at  the  Hague.  In  this  he  had 
declared  his  cousin  Prince  Prison  of  Nassau,  Stadtholder  of 
Friesland,  his  sole  and  universal  heir,  and  appointed  the 
States-General  his  executors.  By  a  codicil  annexed,  he 
had  bequeathed  the  lordship  of  Breevert,  and  a  legacy  of 
two  hundred  thousand  guilders,  to  the  Earl  of  Albemarle, 

William  III.  was  in  his  person  of  the  middle  stature.  His  cha- 
a  thin  body,  a  delicate  constitution,  subject  to  an  asthma  '*®*®'^' 
and  continual  cough  from  his  infancy.  He  had  an  aqui- 
line nose,  sparkling  eyes,  a  large  forehead,  and  a  grave, 
solemn  aspect.  He  was  very  sparing  of  speech :  his  con- 
versation was  dry,  and  his  manner  disgusting,  except  in 
battle,  when  his  deportment  was  free,  spirited,  and  ani- 
mating. In  courage,  fortitude,  and  equanimity,  he  rivalled 
the  most  eminent  warriors  of  antiquity ;  and  his  natural 
sagacity  made  amends  for  the  defects  in  his  education, 
which  had  not  been  properly  superintended.  He  was 
religious,  temperate,  generally  just  and  sincere,  a 
stranger  to  violent  transports  of  passion,  and  might  have 
passed  for  one  of  the  best  princes  of  the  age  in  which  he 
lived  had  he  never  ascended  the  throne  of  Great  Britain. 
But  the  distinguishing  criterion  of  his  character  was  am- 
bition. To  this  he  sacrificed  the  punctilios  of  honour 
and  decorum,  in  deposing  his  own  father-in-law  and 
uncle ;  and  this  he  gratified  at  the  expense  of  the  nation 
that  raised  him  to  sovereign  authority.  He  aspired  to 
the  honour  of  acting  as  umpire  in  all  the  contests  of 
Europe ;  and  the  second  object  of  his  attention  was,  the 
prosperity  of  that  country  to  which  he  owed  his  birth  and 
extraction.  Whether  he  really  thought  the  interests  of 
the  continent  and  Great  Britain  were  inseparable,  or 
sought  only  to  drag  England  into  the  confederacy  as  a 

VOL.  I.  B  b 
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CHAP,  convenient  ally,  certain  it  is  he  involved  these  kingdoms 
>  ^^'  ,  in  foreign  connexions,  which,  in  all  probability,  will  be 
1701.  productive  of  their  ruin.  In  order  to  establish  this  fa- 
vourite point,  he  scrupled  not  to  employ  all  the  engines 
of  corruption,  by  which  the  morals  of  the  nation  were 
totally  debauched.  He  procured  a  parliamentary  sanction 
for  a  standing  army,  which  now  seems  to  be  interwoven 
in  the  constitution.  He  introduced  the  pernicious  prac- 
tice of  borrowing  upon  remote  funds ;  an  expedient  that 
necessarily  hatched  a  brood  of  usurers,  brokers,  contrao- 
tors,  and  stock-jobbers,*  to  prey  upon  the  vitals  of  their 
country.  He  entailed  upon  the  nation  a  growing  debt, 
and  a  system  of  politics  big  with  misery,  despair,  and 

destruction.     To  sum  up  his  character  in  a  few  words — 

Boyer.  William  was  a  fatalist  in  religion,  indefatigable  in  war, 
state*^^^'  enterprising  in  politics,  dead  to  all  the  warm  and  generous 
Tracts.  emotious  of  the  human  heart,  a  cold  relation,  an  indif- 
Mph.*  ferent  husband,  a  disagreeable  man,  an  ungracious  prince, 
Voltaire,    and  an  imperious  sovereign. 


Burnet. 
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CHAPTER  VII, 

ANNE. 

Anne  succeeds  to  the  Throne. — She  resolves  to  fulfil  the  Engaoeuents 
OF  her  Predecessor  with  his  Allies. — A  French  Memorial  presented  to 
the  States-General. — The  Queen's  Inclination  to  the  Tories. — War  de- 
clared AQAiNST  France. — The  Parliament  prorogued. — Warm  Opposition 
TO  the  Ministry  in  the  Scottish  Parliament. — Thet  recognize  her  Ma- 
jesty's authority.  —  The  Queen  appoints  Commissioners  to  treat  of  an 
Union  between  England  and  Scotland. — State  of  Affairs  on  the  Conti- 
nent.— Keiserswaert  and  Landau  taken  by  the  Allies. — Progress  of  the 
Earl  of  Marlborough  in  Flanders. — He  narrowly  escapes  being  taken 
BY  A  French  Partisan.  —  The  Imperialists  are  worsted  at  Fridlinguen. 
— Battle  of  Luzzara^  in  Italy. — The  King  of  Sweden  defeats  Augustus 
AT  Lissou  IN  Poland.  —  Fruitless  Expedition  to  Cadiz  by  the  Duke  of 
Ormond  and  Sir  George  Rooks.  —  They  take  and  destroy  the  Spanish 
Galleons  at  Vigo. — Admiral  Benbow's  Engagement  with  Du  Casse  in  the 
West  Indies.  —  The  Queen  assembles  a  new  Parliament.  —  Disputes  be- 
tween the  two  Houses.  —  The  Lords  inquire  into  the  Conduct  of  Sir 
George  Rook£.^The  Parliament  make  a  Settlement  on  Prince  George 
OF  DENiiARK. — The  Earl  of  Marlborough  created  a  Duke. —  All  Com- 
merce AND  Correspondence  prohibited  between  Holland  and  the  two 
Crowns  of  France  and  Spain.  —  A  Bill  for  preventing  occasional  Con- 
formity.—  It  miscarries.  —  Violent  Animosity  between  the  two  Houses, 
produced  by  the  Inquiry  into  the  public  Accounts.  —  Disputes  between 
THE  TWO  Houses  of  Convocation.  —  Account  of  the  Parties  in  Scotland. 
— Dangerous  Heats  in  the  Parliament  of  that  Kingdom.  —  The  Commis- 
sioner is  abandoned  by  the  Cavaliers.  —  He  is  in  Danger  of  his  Life, 

AND  suddenly  PROROGUES  THE  PARLIAMENT. — PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  IrISH  PAR- 
LIAMENT.— They  pass  a  severe  Act  against  Papists. — The  Elector  of  Ba- 
varia defeats  the  Imperialists  at  Scardingen,  and  takes  Possession  of 
Katisbon. — The  Allies  reduce  Bonne. — Battle  of  Eckeren. — The  Prince 
of  Hesse  is  defeated  by  the  French  at  Spirebach.^ — Treaty  between 
THE  Emperor  and  the  Duke  of  Savoy. —  The  King  of  Portugal  accedes 
TO  THE  Grand  Alliance. — Sir  Cloudesley  Shovel  sails  with  a  Fleet  to 
the  Mediterranean.  —  Admiral  Graydon's  bootless  Expedition  to  the 
West  Indies. — Charles,  King  of  Spain,  arrives  in  England. 

William   was  succeeded  as  sovereign  of  England  by    chap. 
Anne,  Princess  of  Denmark,  who  ascended  the  throne  .    ^^^'  , 
in  the  thirty-eighth  year  of  her  age,  to  the  general  satis-     i7oi. 
faction  of  all  parties.  Even  the  Jacobites  seemed  pleased  ce^dsuTSe 
with  her  elevation,  on  the  supposition  that,  as  in  all  tiirone. 
probability  she  would  leave  no  heirs  of  her  own  body, 
the  dictates  of  natural  affection  would  induce  her  to 
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CHAP,    alter  the  succession  in  favour  of  her  own  brother.     She 

^ ^J.^  had  been  taught  to  cherish  warm  sentiments  of  the  tories, 

1701.     whom  she  considered  as  the  friends  of  monarchy,  and 
the  true  sons  of  the  church ;  and  they  had  always  pro- 
fessed an  inviolable  attachment  to  her  person  and  in- 
terest ;  but  her  conduct  was  wholly  influenced  by  the 
Countess  of  Marlborough,  a   woman  of  an  imperious 
temper  and  intriguing  genius,  who  had  been  intimate 
with  the  princess  from  her  tender  years,  and  gained  a  sur- 
prising ascendancy  over  her.    Anne  had  undergone  some 
strange  vicissitudes  of  fortune  in  consequence  of  her 
father's  expulsion,  and  sustained  a  variety  of  mortifica- 
tions in  the  late  reign,  during  which  she  conducted  her- 
self with  such  discretion,  as  left  little  or  no  pretence  for 
censure  or  resentment.     Such  conduct,  indeed,  was  in  a 
great  measure  owing  to  a  natural  temperance  of  disposi- 
tion, not  easily  ruflSed  or  inflamed.     She  was  zealously 
devoted  to  the  church  of  England,  from  which  her  father 
had  used  some  endeavours  to  detach  her  before  the  Re- 
volution ;  and  she  lived  in  great  harmony  with  her  hus- 
band, to  whom  she  bore  six  children,  all  of  whom  she 
had  already  survived.     William  had  no  sooner  yielded 
up  his  breath,  than  the  privy  council  in  a  body  waited  on 
the  new  queen,  who,  in  a  short  but  sensible  speech,  as- 
sured them,  that  no  pains  nor  diligence  should  be  wanting 
on  her  part,  to  preserve  and  support  the  religion,  laws, 
and  liberties  of  her  country,  to  maintain  the  succession 
in  the  Protestant  line,  and  the  government  in  the  church 
and  state,  as  by  law  established.     She  declared  her  re- 
solution to  carry  on  the  preparations  for  opposing  the 
exorbitant  power  of  France,  and  to  assure  the  allies  that 
she  would  pursue  the  true  interest  of  England,  together 
with  theirs,  for  the  support  of  the  common  cause.     The 
members  of  the  privy  council  having  taken  the  oaths,  she 
ordered  a  proclamation  to  be  published,  signifying  her 
pleasure,  that  all  persons  in  office  of  authority  or  govern- 
ment at  the  decease  of  the  late  king,  should  so  continue 
till  further  direction.     By  virtue  of  an  act  passed  in  the 
late  reign,  the  Parliament  continued  sitting  even  after 
the  king's  death.     Both  Houses  met  immediately,  and 
unanimously  voted  an  address  of  condolence  and  con- 
gratulation ;  and,  in  the  afternoon,  the  queen  was  pro- 
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claimed.  Next  day  the  Lords  and  Commons  severally  chap. 
attended  her  with  an  address,  congratulating  her  ma-  »  ^^^'  ^ 
jesty's  accession  to  the  throne ;  and  assuring  her  of  their  ^^oi. 
firm  resolution  to  support  her  against  all  her  enemies 
whatsoever.  The  Lords  acknowledged,  that  their  great 
loss  was  no  otherwise  to  be  repaired  but  by  a  vigorous 
adherence  to  her  majesty  and  her  allies,  in  the  prosecu- 
tion of  those  measures  already  concerted  to  reduce  the 
exorbitant  power  of  France.  The  Commons  declared 
they  would  maintain  the  succession  of  the  crown  in  the 
Protestant  line,  and  effectually  provide  for  the  public 
credit  of  the  nation.  These  addresses  were  graciously 
received  by  the  queen,  who,  on  the  eleventh  day  of 
March,  went  to  the  House  of  Peers  with  the  usual  so- 
lemnity, where,  in  a  speech  to  both  Houses,  she  ex- 
pressed her  satisfaction  at  their  unanimous  concurrence 
with  her  opinion,  that  too  much  could  not  be  done  for 
the  encouragement  of  their  allies  in  humbling  the  power 
of  France ;  and  desired  they  would  consider  of  proper 
methods  towards  obtaining  a  union  between  England 
and  Scotland.  She  observed  to  the  Commons,  that  the 
revenue  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  civil  govern- 
ment was  expired ;  and  that  she  relied  entirely  on  their 
affection  for  its  being  supplied  in  such  a  manner  as  should 
be  most  suitable  to  the  honour  and  dignity  of  the  crown. 
She  declared  it  should  be  her  constant  endeavour  to 
make  them  the  best  return  for  their  duty  and  affection, 
by  a  careful  and  diligent  administration  for  the  good  of 
all  her  subjects.  "  And  as  I  know  my  own  heart  to  be 
entirely  English  (continued  she),  I  can  very  sincerely 
assure  you,  there  is  not  any  thing  you  can  expect  or 
desire  from  me,  which  I  shall  not  be  ready  to  do  for  the 
happiness  and  prosperity  of  England ;  and  you  shall 
always  find  me  a  strict  and  religious  observer  of  my 
word."  These  assurances  were  extremely  agreeable  to 
the  Parliament ;  and  she  received  the  thanks  of  both 
Houses.  Addresses  of  congratulation  were  presented  by 
the  bishop  and  clergy  of  London ;  by  the  dissenters  in 
and  about  that  city ;  and  by  all  the  counties,  cities, 
towns,  and  corporations  of  England.  She  declared  her 
attachment  to  the  church ;  she  promised  her  protection 
to  the  dissenters ;  and  received  the  compliments  of  all 
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her  subjects  with  such  affability,  as  ensured  their  affec- 
tion. 

William's  death  was  no  sooner  known  at  the  Hague, 
than  all  Holland  was  filled  with  consternation.  The 
states  immediately  assembled,  and,  for  some  time,  gazed 
at  each  other  in  silent  fear  and  astonishment.  They 
sighed,  wept,  and  interchanged  embraces  and  vows,  that 
they  would  act  with  unanimity,  and  expend  their  dear^t 
blood  in  defence  of  their  country.  Then  they  des- 
patched letters  to  the  cities  and  provinces,  informing 
them  of  this  unfortunate  event,  and  exhorting  them  to 
union  and  perseverance.  The  express  from  England 
having  brought  the  queen's  speech  to  her  privy  council, 
it  was  translated  and  published,  to  revive  the  drooping 
spirits  of  the  people.  Next  day  Pensionary  Fagel  im- 
parted to  the  states  of  Holland  a  letter  which  he  had  re- 
ceived from  the  Earl  of  Marlborough,  containing  assu- 
rances, in  the  queen's  name,  of  union  and  assistance.  In 
a  few  days,  the  queen  wrote  a  letter  in  the  French  lan- 
guage to  the  states,  confirming  these  assurances :  it  was 
delivered  by  Mr.  Stanhope,  whom  she  had  furnished 
with  fresh  credentials  as  envoy  from  England.  Thus 
animated,  the  states  resolved  to  prosecute  vigorous  mea- 
sures :  their  resolutions  were  still  more  inspirited  by  the 
arrival  of  the  Earl  of  Marlborough,  whom  the  queen 
honoured  with  the  order  of  the  garter,  and  invested  with 
the  character  of  ambassador  extraordinary  and  plenipo- 
tentiary to  the  States-General :  he  was  likewise  declared 
captain-general  of  her  forces  both  at  home  and  abroad. 
He  assured  the  states,  that  her  Britannic  majesty  would 
maintain  the  alliances  which  had  been  concluded  by  the 
late  king,  and  do  every  thing  that  the  common  concerns 
of  Europe  required.  The  speech  was  answered  by 
Dickvelt,  president  of  the  week,  who,  in  the  name  of 
the  states,  expressed  their  hearty  thanks  to  her  majesty, 
and  their  resolutions  of  concurring  with  her  in  a  vigorous 
prosecution  of  the  common  interest. 

The  importance  of  William's  life  was  evinced  by  the 
joy  that  diffused  itself  through  the  kingdom  of  France 
at  the  news  of  his  decease.  The  person  who  first  brought 
the  tidings  to  Calais  was  imprisoned  by  the  governor, 
until  his  information  was  confirmed.     The  court  of  Ver- 
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sallies  could  hardly  restrain  their  transports  so  as  to  pre-  chap. 
serve  common  decorum :  the  people  of  Paris  openly  »  ^^'  ^ 
rejoiced  at  the  event :  all  decency  was  laid  aside  at  *'^®^- 
Rome,  where  this  incident  produced  such  indecent  rap- 
tures, that  Cardinal  Grimani,  the  imperial  minister,  com- 
plained of  them  to  the  pope,  as  an  insult  on  his  master 
the  emperor,  who  was  William's  friend,  confederate,  and 
ally.  The  French  king  despatched  credentials  to  Barre, 
whom  the  Count  D'Avaux  had  left  at  the  Hague  to 
manage  the  affairs  of  France,  together  with  instructions 
to  renew  the  negotiation  with  the  states,  in  hope  of  de- 
taching them  from  the  alliance.  This  minister  presented 
a  memorial  implying  severe  reflections  on  King  William, 
and  the  past  conduct  of  the  Dutch;  and  insinuating, 
that  now  they  had  recovered  their  liberty,  the  court  of 
France  hoped  they  would  consult  their  true  interest. 
The  Count  de  Goes,  envoy  from  the  emperor,  animad- 
verted on  these  expressions  in  another  memorial,  which 
was  likewise  published :  the  states  produced  in  public  an 
answer  to  the  same  remonstrance,  expressing  their  re- 
sentment at  the  insolence  of  such  insinuations,  and  their 
veneration  for  the  memory  of  their  late  stadtholder.  The 
Earl  of  Marlborough  succeeded  in  every  part  of  his  ne- 
gotiation. He  animated  the  Dutch  to  a  full  exertion  of 
their  vigour :  he  concerted  the  operations  of  the  cam- 
paign :  he  agreed  with  the  States-General  and  the  impe- 
rial minister,  that  war  should  be  declared  against  France 
on  the  same  day  at  Vienna,  London,  and  the  Hague : 
and  on  the  third  of  April  embarked  for  England,  after 
having  acquired  the  entire  confidence  of  those  who 
governed  the  United  Provinces. 

By  this  time  the  House  of  Commons  in  England  had     1702. 
settled  the  civil  list  upon  the  queen  for  her  life.    When  queen's  in- 
the  bill  received  the  royal  assent,  she  assured  them  that  ci'nat>on  *<> 

tnG  torieGL 

one  hundred  thousand  pounds  of  this  revenue  should  be 
applied  to  the  public  service  of  the  current  year :  at  the 
same  time,  she  passed  another  bill  for  receiving  and 
examining  the  public  accounts.  A  commission  for  this 
purpose  was  granted  in  the  preceding  reign,  but  had 
been  for  some  years  discontinued ;  and,  indeed,  always 
proved  ineffectual  to  detect  and  punish  those  individuals 
who  shamefully  pillaged  their  country.    The  villany  was 


376  HISTORY  OF  ENGLAND. 

CHAP.   SO  complicated,  the  vice  so  general,  and  the  delinquents 
wZJi— /  so  powerfully  screened  by  artifice  and  interest,  as  to 
1702.     elude  all  inquiry.     On  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  March 
the  oath  of  abjuration  was  taken  by  the  speaker  and  mem- 
bers, according  to  an  act  for  the  further  security  of  her 
majesty's  person,  and  the  succession  of  the  crown  in  the 
Protestant  line,  and  for  extinguishing  the  hopes  of  the 
pretended  Prince  of  Wales.     The  queen's  inclination  to 
the  tories  plainly  appeared  in  her  choice  of  ministers. 
Doctor  John  Sharp,  Archbishop  of  York,  became  her 
ghostly  dirjBctor  and  counsellor  in  all  ecclesiastical  affairs. 
The  Earl  of  Rochester  was  continued  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland,  and  enjoyed  a  great  share  of  her  majesty's 
confidence :  the  privy-seal  was  entrusted  to  the  Marquis 
of  Normanby :  the  Earl  of  Nottingham  and  Sir  Charles 
Hedges  were  appointed  secretaries  of  state :  the  Earl  of 
Abingdon,  Viscount  Weymouth,  Lord  Dartmouth,  Sir 
Christopher  Musgrave,  Grenville,  Howe,  Gower,  and  Har- 
court,  were  admitted  as  members  of  the  privy  council, 
together  with  Sir  Edward  Seymour,  now  declared  comp- 
troller of  the  household.     The  Lord  Godolphin  declined 
accepting  the  office  of  lord  high  treasurer,  until  he  was 
overruled  by  the  persuasions  of  Marlborough,  to  whose 
eldest  daughter  his  son  was  married.     This  nobleman 
refused  to  command  the  forces  abroad,  unless  the  trea- 
sury should  be  put  into  the  hands  of  Godolphin,  on  whose 
punctuality  in  point  of  remittances  he  knew  he  could 
depend.    George,  Prince  of  Denmark,  was  invested  with 
the  title  of  generalissimo  of  all  the  queen's  forces  by  sea 
and  land ;  and  afterwards  created  lord  high  admiral,  the 
Earl  of  Pembroke  having  been  dismissed  from  this  office 
with  the  offer  of  a  large  pension,  which  he  generously 
refused.     Prince  George,  as  admiral,  was  assisted  by  a 
council,  consisting   of  Sir   George   Rooke,   Sir   David 
Mitchel,  George  Churchill,  and  Richard  Hill.     Though 
the  legality  of  this  board  was  doubted,  the  Parliament 
had  such  respect  and  veneration  for  the  queen,  that  it 
was  suffered  to  act  without  question. 
Warde-         A  rfvalship  for  the  queen's  favour  already  appeared 
a^t      between  the  Earls  of  Rochester  and  Marlborough.     The 
France,     former,  as  first  cousin  to  the  queen,  and  chief  of  the  tory 
faction,  maintained  considerable  influence  in  the  council ; 
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but  even  there  the  interest  of  his  rival  predominated,    chap, 
Mariborough  was  not  only  the  better  courtier,  but,  by  «  . 

the  canal  of  his  countess,  actually  directed  the  queen  in  ^702. 
all  her  resolutions.  Rochester  proposed  in  council,  that 
the  English  should  avoid  a  declaration  of  war  with 
France,  and  act  as  auxiliaries  only.  He  was  seconded 
by  some  other  members ;  but  the  opinion  of  Marl- 
borough preponderated.  He  observed,  that  the  honour 
of  the  nation  was  concerned  to  fulfil  the  late  king's  en- 
gagements; and  affirmed  that  France  could  never  be 
reduced  within  due  bounds,  unless  the  English  would 
enter  as  principals  in  the  quarrel.  This  allegation  was 
supported  by  the  Dukes  of  Somerset  and  Devonshire, 
the  Earl  of  Pembroke,  and  the  majority  of  the  council. 
The  queen  being  resolved  to  declare  war,  communicated 
her  intention  to  the  House  of  Commons,  by  whom  it  was 
approved ;  and  on  the  fourth  day  of  May  the  declaration 
was  solemnly  proclaimed.  The  King  of  France  was,  in 
this  proclamation,  taxed  with  having  taken  possession 
of  great  part  of  the  Spanish  dominions ;  with  designing 
to  invade  the  liberties  of  Europe,  and  obstruct  the  free- 
dom of  navigation  and  commerce ;  with  having  offered 
an  unpardonable  insult  to  the  queen  and  her  throne,  by 
taking  upon  him  to  declare  the  pretended  Prince  of 
Wales  King  of  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland.  The 
three  declarations  of  the  emperor,  England,  and  the 
States-General,  which  were  published  in  one  day,  did 
not  fail  to  disconcert,  as  well  as  to  provoke,  the  French 
monarch.  When  his  minister  De  Torcy  recited  them  in 
his  hearing,  he  spoke  of  the  queen  with  some  acrimony ; 
but  with  respect  to  the  States-General,  he  declared  with 
great  emotion,  that  "Messieurs  the  Dutch  merchants 
should  one  day  repent  of  their  insolence  and  presump- 
tion, in  declaring  war  against  so  powerful  a  monarch  :" 
he  did  not,  however,  produce  his  declaration  till  the  third 
day  of  July. 

The  House  of  Commons,  in  compliance  with  the  queen's  The  Par- 
desire,  brought  in  a  bill,  empowering  her  majesty  to  name  pj^o^od. 
commissioners  to  treat  with  the  Scots  for  a  union  of  the 
two  kingdoms.     It  met  with  warm  opposition  from  Sir 
Edward   Seymour,  and  other  tory  members,  who  dis- 
charged abundance  of  satire  and  ridicule  upon  the  Scot- 
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CHAP.,  tish  nation ;  but  the  measure  seemed  so  necessary  at  that 
.  ^"'  .  juncture  to  secure  the  Protestant  succession  against  the 
1702.  practices  of  France  and  the  claims  of  the  pretender,  that 
the  majority  espoused  the  bill,  which  passed  through 
both  Houses,  and  on  the  sixth  day  of  May  received  the 
royal  assent,  together  with  some  bills  of  less  importance. 
The  enemies  of  the  late  king  continued  to  revile  his 
memory ".  They  even  charged  him  with  having  formed 
a  design  of  excluding  the  Princess  Anne  from  the  throne, 
and  of  introducing  the  Elector  of  Hanover  as  his  own 
immediate  successor.  This  report  had  been  so  industri- 
ously circulated,  that  it  began  to  gain  credit  all  over  the 
kingdom.  Several  peers  interested  themselves  in  William's 
character ;  and  a  motion  was  made  in  the  Upper  House, 
that  the  truth  of  this  report  should  be  inquired  into. 
The  House  immediately  desired  that  those  lords  who  had 
visited  the  late  king's  papers  would  intimate  whether  or 
not  they  had  found  any  among  them  relating  to  the 
queen's  succession,  or  to  the  succession  of  the  house  of 
Hanover.  They  forthwith  declared  that  nothing  of  that 
sort  appeared.  Then  the  House  resolved,  that  the  report 
was  groundless,  false,  villanous,  and  scandalous,  to  the  dis- 
honour of  the  late  king's  memory,  and  highly  tending  to 
the  disservice  of  her  present  majesty,  whom  they  besought 
to  give  order  that  the  authors  or  publishers  of  such 
scandalous  reports  should  be  prosecuted  by  the  attorney- 
general.  The  same  censure  was  passed  upon  some  libels 
and  pamphlets,  tending  to  inflame  the  factions  of  the  king- 
dom, and  to  propagatea  spirit  of  irreligion  **.  On  the  twenty- 
first  day  of  May,  the  Commons,  in  an  address,  advised 
her  majesty  to  engage  the  emperor,  the  States-General, 
and  her  other  allies,  to  join  with  her  in  prohibiting  all  in- 
tercourse with  France  and  Spain ;  and  to  concert  such 
methods  with  the  States-General  as  might  most  effectually 
secure  the  trade  of  her  subjects  and  allies.     The  Lords 

*  Tn  their  hours  of  debauch  they  drank  to  the  health  of  Sorrel,  meaning  the 
horse  that  fell  with  the  king  ;  and  under  the  appellation  of  the  little  gentleman  in 
velvet,  toasted  the  mole  that  raised  the  hill  over  which  the  horse  had  stumbled. 
As  the  beast  had  formerly  belonged  to  Sir  John  Fenwick,  they  insinuated  that 
William's  fate  was  a  judgment  upon  him,  for  his  cruelty  to  that  gentleman;  and  a 
Latin  epigram  was  written  on  the  occasion. 

^  Doctor  Binckes,  in  a  sermon  preached  before  the  convocation,  on  the  thirtieth 
day  of  January,  drew  a  parallel  between  the  sufferings  of  Christ  and  those  of  King 
Charles,  to  which  last  he  gave  the  preference,  in  point  of  right,  character,  and 
station. 


ANNE.  379 

presented  another  address,  desiring  the  queen  would  en-   €Hap. 
courage  her  subjects  to  equip  privateers,  as  the  prepara-  .    ^^^'  , 
tions  of  the  enemy  seemed  to  be  made  for  a  piratical  war,     ^702. 
to  the  interruption  of  commerce :  they  likewise  exhorted 
her  majesty  to  grant  commissions  or  charters  to  all  per- 
sons who  should  make  such  acquisitions  in  the  Indies,  as 
she  in  her  great  wisdom  should  judge  most  expedient 
for  the  good  of  her  kingdoms.     On  the  twenty-fifth  day 
of  May,  the  queen,  having  passed  several  public  and 
private  bills  ^  dismissed  the  Parliament  by  prorogation, 
after  having,  in  a  short  speech,  thanked  them  for  their 
zeal,  recommended  unanimity,  and  declared  she  would 
carefully  preserve  and  maintain  the  act  of  toleration. 

In  Scotland  a  warm  contest  arose  between  the  revo-  warm  op- 
lutioners  and  those  in  the  opposition,  concerninff  the  ex-  pj^it^n.^ 

-r^     t  ®  the  mmis- 

istence  of  the  present  Parliament.  The  queen  had  sig-  try  in  the 
nified  her  accession  to  the  throne  in  a  letter  to  her  privy  ^^^\^^ 
council  for  Scotland,  desiring  they  would  continue  to  ment. 
act  in  that  office  until  she  should  send  a  new  commission. 
Meanwhile  she  authorized  them  to  publish  a  proclama- 
tion, ordering  all  officers  of  state,  counsellors,  and  magis- 
trates, to  act  in  all  things  conformably  to  the  commis- 
sions and  instructions  of  his  late  majesty,  until  new  com- 
missions should  be  prepared.  She  likewise  assured  them 
of  her  firm  resolution  to  protect  them  in  their  religion, 
laws,  and  liberties,  and  in  the  established  government  of 
the  church.  She  had  already,  in  presence  of  twelve 
Scottish  counsellors,  taken  the  coronation-oath  for  that 
kingdom ;  but  those  who  wanted  to  embroil  the  affairs 
of  their  country  affirmed  that  this  was  an  irregular  way 
of  proceeding,  and  that  the  oath  ought  to  have  been 
tendered  by  persons  deputed  for  that  purpose,  either  by 
the  Parliament  or  the  privy  council  of  the  kingdom. 
The  present  ministry,  consisting  of  the  Duke  of  Queens- 
berry,  the  Earls  of  Marchmont,  Melvil,  Seafield,  Hynd- 
ford,  and  Selkirk,  were  devoted  to  revolution  principles, 
and  desirous  that  the  Parliament  should  continue,  in  pur- 

c  During  this  short  session,  the  queen  gave  her  assent  to  an  act  for  laying  a  duty 
upon  land  ;  to  another  for  encouraging  the  Greenland  trade  ;  to  a  third  for  making 
good  the  deficiencies  and  the  public  credit ;  to  a  fourth  for  continuing  the  impri- 
sonment of  Counter,  and  other  conspirators  against  King  William  ;  to  a  fifth  for 
the  relief  of  Protestant  purchasers  of  the  forfeited  estates  of  Ireland  ;  to  a  sixth, 
enlarging  the  time  for  taking  the  oath  of  abjuration  ;  to  a  serenth,  obliging  the 
Jews  to  maintain  and  provide  fo4r  their  Protestant  children. 
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CHAP,  suance  of  a  late  act  for  continuing  the  Parliament  that 
.  ^l^'  ,  should  be  then  in  being,  six  months  after  the  death  of 
1702.  tbe  king ;  and  that  it  should  assemble  in  twenty  days 
after  that  event.  The  queen  had,  by  several  adjourn- 
ments, deferred  the  meeting  almost  three  months  after 
the  king's  decease ;  and  therefore  the  anti-revolutioners 
affirmed  that  it  was  dissolved.  The  Duke  of  Hamilton 
was  at  the  head  of  this  party,  which  clamoured  loudly 
for  a  new  Parliament.  This  nobleman,  together  with 
the  Marquis  of  Tweeddale,  the  Earls  Marshal  and  Rothes, 
and  many  other  noblemen,  repaired  to  London,  in  order 
to  make  the  queen  acquainted  with  their  objections  to 
the  continuance  of  the  present  Parliament.  She  ad- 
mitted them  to  her  presence,  and  calmly  heard  their 
allegations ;  but  she  was  determined,  by  the  advice  of 
her  privy  council  for  that  kingdom,  who  were  of  opinion 
that  the  nation  was  in  too  great  a  ferment  to  hazard  the 
convocation  of  a  new  Parliament.  According  to  the 
queen's  last  adjournment,  the  Parliament  met  at  Edin- 
burgh on  the  ninth  day  of  June,  the  Duke  of  Queens- 
berry  having  been  appointed  high  commissioner.  Before 
the  queen's  commission  was  read,  the  Duke  of  Hamilton, 
for  himself  and  his  adherents,  declared  their  satis&ction 
at  her  majesty's  accession  to  the  throne,  not  only  on  ac- 
count of  her  undoubted  right  by  descent,  but  likewise 
because  of  her  many  personal  virtues  and  royal  qualities. 
He  said  they  were  resolved  to  sacrifice  their  lives  and 
fortunes  in  defence  of  her  majesty's  right  against  all  her 
enemies  whatever ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  they  thought 
themselves  bound  in  duty  to  give  their  opinion,  that  they 
were  not  warranted  by  law  to  sit  and  act  as  a  Parliament. 
He  then  read  a  paper  to  the  following  effect :  that  foras- 
much as,  by  the  fundamental  laws  and  constitution  of 
this  kingdom,  all  Parliaments  do  dissolve  on  the  death 
of  their  sovereign,  except  in  so  far  as  innovated  by  an 
act  in  the  preceding  reign,  that  the  Parliament  in  being 
at  his  majesty's  decease  should  meet,  and  act  what  might 
be  needful  for  the  defence  of  the  true  Protestant  religion 
as  by  law  established,  and  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
succession  to  the  crown  as  settled  by  the  claim  of  right, 
and  for  the  preservation  and  security  of  the  public  peace ; 
and  seeing  these  ends  are  fully  answered  by  her  majesty's 
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succession  to  the  throne,  we  conceive  ourselves  not  now    chap. 
warranted  by  law  to  meet,  sit,  or  act ;  and  therefore  do  uZ^^ 
dissent  from  any  thing  that  shall  be  done  or  acted.     The     ^'^^^' 
duke  having  recited  this  paper,  and  formally  protested 
against  the  proceedings  of  the  Parliament,  withdrew  with 
seventy-nine  members  amidst  the  acclamations  of  the 
people. 

Notwithstanding  their  secession,  the  commissioner.  They  re- 
who  retained  a  much  greater  number,  produced  the  ^f^^^®  ,^®' 
queen's  letter,  signifying  their  resolution  to  maintain  and  authority. 
protect  her  subjects  in  the  full  possession  of  their  religion, 
laws,  liberties,  and  the  presbyterian  discipline.  She  in- 
formed them  of  her  having  declared  war  against  France ; 
she  exhorted  them  to  provide  competent  supplies  for 
maintaining  such  a  number  of  forces  as  might  be  neces- 
sary for  disappointing  the  enemy's  designs,  and  preserving 
the  present  happy  settlement ;  and  she  earnestly  recom- 
mended to  their  consideration  a  union  of  the  two  king- 
doms. The  Duke  of  Queensberry  and  the  Earl  of  March- 
mont  having  enforced  the  different  articles  of  this  letter, 
committees  were  appointed  for  the  security  of  the  king- 
dom, for  controverted  elections,  for  drawing  up  an  answer 
to  her  majesty's  letter,  and  for  revising  the  minutes. 
Meanwhile,  the  Duke  of  Hamilton  and  his  adherents 
sent  the  Lord  Blantyre  to  London,  with  an  address  to 
the  queen,  who  refused  to  receive  it,  but  wrote  another 
letter  to  the  Parliament,  expressing  her  resolution  to 
maintain  their  dignity  and  authority  against  all  opposers. 
They,  in  answer  to  the  former,  had  assured  her,  that  the 
groundless  secession  of  some  members  should  increase 
and  strengthen  their  care  and  zeal  for  her  majesty's  ser-^ 
vice.  They  expelled  Sir  Alexander  Bruce,  for  having 
given  vent  to  some  reflections  against  presbytery.  The 
lord  advocate  prosecuted  the  faculty  of  advocates  before 
the  Parliament,  for  having  passed  a  vote  among  them- 
selves in  favour  of  the  protestation  and  address  of  the 
dissenting  members.  The  faculty  was  severely  repri- 
manded; but  the  whole  nation  seemed  to  resent  the 
prosecution.  The  Parliament  passed  an  act  for  recog- 
nizing her  majesty's  royal  authority ;  another  for  adjourn- 
ing the  court  of  judicature  called  the  session ;  a  third  de- 
claring this  meeting  of  Parliament  legal,  and  forbidding 
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CHAP,    any  person  to  disown,  quarrel  with,  or  impugn  the  dignity 
t  ^y*  .  and  authority  thereof,  under  the  penalty  of  high  treason  ; 
1702.     a  fourth  for  securing  the  true  Protestant  religion  and 
presbyterian  church  government ;  a  fifth  for  a  land-tax ; 
and  a  sixth  enabling  her  majesty  to  appoint  commis- 
sioners for  a  union  between  the  two  kingdoms. 
The  queen      ^hc  Earl  of  Marchmout,  of  his  own  accord,  and  even 

appoints  .  _,  /.ii.!  .., 

commie-  Contrary  to  the  advice  of  the  high  commissioner,  brought 
treat^f ^  in  a  bill  for  abjuring  the  pretended  Prince  of  Wales ; 
union  be-  but  this  was  uot  supportcd  by  the  court  party,  as  the 
lan^^d^^  commissioner  had  no  instructions  how  to  act  on  the  oc- 
Scotland,  casiou.  Perhaps  the  queen  and  her  English  ministry 
resolved  to  keep  the  succession  open  in  Scotland,  as  a 
check  upon  the  whigs  and  house  of  Hanover.  On  the 
thirtieth  day  of  June,  the  commissioner  adjourned  the 
Parliament,  after  having  thanked  them  for  their  cheer- 
fulness and  unanimity  in  their  proceedings;  and  the 
chiefs  of  the  opposite  parties  hastened  to  London,  to 
make  their  different  representations  to  the  queen  and  her 
ministry.  In  the  mean  time  she  appointed  commissioners 
for  treating  about  the  union ;  and  they  met  at  the  Cock- 
pit on  the  twenty-second  day  of  October.  On  the  twen- 
tieth day  of  the  next  month  they  adjusted  preliminaries, 
importi  ng,  that  nothing  agreed  on  among  themselves  should 
be  binding,  except  ratified  by  her  majesty  and  the  re- 
spective parliaments  of  both  nations ;  and  that,  unless  all 
the  heads  proposed  for  the  treaty  were  agreed  to,  no 
particular  thing  agreed  on  should  be  binding.  The  queen 
visited  them  in  December,  in  order  to  quicken  their 
mutual  endeavours.  They  agreed,  that  the  two  kingdoms 
should  be  inseparably  united  into  one  monarchy,  under 
her  majesty,  her  heirs,  and  successors,  and  under  the  same 
limitations,  according  to  the  acts  of  settlement ;  but  when 
the  Scottish  commissioners  proposed,  that  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  their  company  trading  to  Africa  and  the 
Indies  should  be  preserved  and  maintained,  such  a  diflS- 
culty  arose  as  could  not  be  surmounted,  and  no  further 
progress  was  made  in  this  commission.  The  tranquillity 
of  Ireland  was  not  interrupted  by  any  new  commotion. 
That  kingdom  was  ruled  by  justices  whom  the  Earl  of 
Rochester  had  appointed ;  and  the  trustees  for  the  for- 
feited estates  maintained  their  authority. 
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While  Britain  was  engaged  in  these  civil  transactions,  chap. 
her  allies  were  not  idle  on  the  continent.  The  old  Duke  «  ^^^'  ^ 
of  Zell,  and  his  nephew,  the  Elector  of  Brunswick,  sur-  g^JJ^^* 
prised  the  Dukes  of  Wolfenbuttle  and  Saxe-Gotha,  affairs^^on 
whom  they  compelled  to  renounce  their  attachments  to  ^enr^*^" 
France,  and  concur  in  the  common  councils  of  the  em- 
pire. Thus  the  north  of  Germany  was  re-united  to  the 
interests  of  the  confederates ;  and  the  princes  would  have 
been  in  a  condition  to  assist  them  effectually,  had  not 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  war  in  Poland  deterred  them 
from  parting  with  their  forces.  England  and  the  States- 
General  endeavoured  in  vain  to  mediate  a  peace  between 
the  Kings  of  Sweden  and  Poland.  Charles  was  become 
enamoured  of  war,  and  ambitious  of  conquest.  He 
threatened  to  invade  Saxony  through  the  dominions  of 
Prussia.  Augustus  retired  to  Cracow,  while  Charles 
penetrated  to  Warsaw,  and  even  ordered  the  cardinal- 
primate  to  summon  a  diet  for  choosing  a  new  king.  The 
situation  of  affairs  at  this  juncture  was  far  from  being 
favourable  to  the  allies.  The  court  of  Vienna  had  tam- 
pered in  vain  with  the  Elector  of  Bavaria,  who  made  use 
of  this  negotiation  to  raise  his  terms  with  Louis.  His  bro- 
ther, the  Elector  of  Cologn,  admitted  French  garrisons  into 
Liege,  and  all  his  places  on  the  Rhine.  The  Elector  of 
Saxony  was  too  hard  pressed  by  the  King  of  Sweden  to 
spare  his  full  proportion  of  troops  to  the  allies :  the  King 
of  Prussia  was  overawed  by  the  vicinity  of  the  Swedish 
conqueror :  the  Duke  of  Savoy  had  joined  his  forces  to 
those  of  France,  and  overrun  the  whole  state  of  Milan ; 
and  the  pope,  though  he  professed  a  neutrality,  evinced 
himself  strongly  biassed  to  the  French  interests. 

The  war  was  begun  in  the  name  of  the  elector-palatine,  Keisers- 
with  the  siege  of  Keiserswaert,  which  was  invested  in  the  J^  ^^ 
month  of  April  by  the  Prince  of  Nassau-Saarburgh,  ma- taken  by 
reschal-du-camp  to  the  emperor :  under  this  officer  the  *^®  *"*®®* 
Dutch  troops  served  as  auxiliaries,  because  war  had  not 
yet  been  declared  by  the  States-General.     The  French 
garrisons  made  a  desperate  defence.     They  worsted  the 
besiegers  in  divers  sallies,  and  maintained  the  place  until 
it  was  reduced  to  a  heap  of  ashes.     At  length  the  allies 
made  a  general  attack  upon  the  counterscarp  and  ravelin. 
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CHAP,  which  they  carried  after  a  very  obstinate  engagement, 
.  ^^^*  .  with  the  loss  of  two  thousand  men.  Then  the  garrison 
1702.  capitulated  on  honourable  terms,  and  the  fortifications 
were  razed.  During  this  siege,  which  lasted  from  the 
eighteenth  day  of  April  to  the  middle  of  June,  Count 
Tallard  posted  himself  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Rhine, 
from  whence  he  supplied  the  town  with  fresh  troops  and 
ammunition,  and  annoyed  the  besiegers  with  his  artillery  ; 
but  finding  it  impossible  to  save  the  place,  he  joined  the 
grand  army,  commanded  by  the  Duke  of  Burgundy  in 
the  Netherlands.  The  siege  of  Keiserswaert  was  covered 
by  a  body  of  Dutch  troops  under  the  Earl  of  Athlone, 
who  lay  encamped  in  the  Duchy  of  Cleve.  Meanwhile 
General  Coehorn,  at  the  head  of  another  detachment, 
entered  Flanders,  demolished  the  French  lines  between 
the  forts  of  Donat  and  Isabello,  and  laid  the  chatellanie 
of  Bruges  under  contribution :  but  a  considerable  body 
of  French  troops  advancing  under  the  Marquis  de  Bed- 
mar  and  the  Count  de  la  Motte,  he  overflowed  the  coun- 
try, and  retired  under  the  walls  of  Sluys.  The  Duke  of 
Burgundy,  who  had  taken  the  command  of  the  French 
army  under  Boufflers,  encamped  at  Zanten,  near  Cleve, 
and  laid  a  scheme  for  surprising  Nimeguen ;  in  which, 
however,  he  was  baffled  by  the  vigilance  and  activity  of 
Athlone,  who,  guessing  his  design,  marched  thither,  and 
encamped  under  the  cannon  of  the  town.  In  the  begin- 
ning of  June,  Landau  was  invested  by  Prince  Louis  of 
Baden ;  in  July,  the  King  of  the  Romans  arrived  in  the 
camp  of  the  besiegers,  with  such  pomp  and  magnificence 
as  exhausted  his  father's  treasury.  On  the  ninth  day  of 
September,  the  citadel  was  taken  by  assault ;  and  then 
the  town  surrendered. 
Progress  of      When  the  Earl  of  Marlborough  arrived  in  Holland, 

Maribol  ""^  ^^®  E^rl  ^f  Athlone,  in  quality  erf  Veldt-mareschal,  in- 
rough  in  sisted  upon  an  equal  command  with  the  English  general ; 
Flanders.  |^^^  ^^iq  states  obliged  him  to  yield  this  point  in  favour 
of  Marlborough,  whom  they  declared  generalissimo  of 
all  their  forces.  In  the  beginning  of  July  he  repaired 
to  the  camp  at  Nimeguen,  where  he  soon  assembled  an 
army  of  sixty  thousand  men,  well  provided  with  all  ne- 
cessaries: then  he  convoked  a  council  of  the  general 
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officers,  to  concert  the  operations  of  the  campaign.  On  chap. 
the  sixteenth  day  of  the  month  he  passed  the  Maese  v-_ZIIl^ 
and  encamped  at  Over-asselt,  within  two  leagues  and  a  ^702. 
half  of  the  enemy,  who  had  intrenched  themselves  be- 
tween Goch  and  Gedap.  He  afterwards  repassed  the 
river  below  the  Grave,  and  removed  to  Gravenbroeck, 
where  he  was  joined  by  the  British  train  of  artillery  from 
Holland.  On  the  second  day  of  August  he  advanced 
to  Petit  Brugel,  and  the  French  retired  before  him, 
leaving  Spanish  Guelderland  to  his  discretion.  He  had 
resolved  to  hazard  an  engagement,  and  issued  orders 
accordingly  ;  but  he  was  restrained  by  the  Dutch  depu- 
ties, who  were  afraid  of  their  own  interest,  in  case  the 
battle  should  have  proved  unfortunate.  The  Duke  of 
Burgundy,  finding  himself  obliged  to  retreat  before  the 
allied  army,  rather  than  expose  himself  longer  to  such 
a  mortifying  indignity,  returned  to  Versailles,  leaving 
the  command  to  Boufflers,  who  lost  the  confidence  of 
Louis  by  the  ill  success  of  this  campaign.  The  deputies  . 
of  the  States-General  having  represented  to  the  Earl  of 
Marlborough  the  advantages  that  would  accrue  to  Hol- 
land, from  his  dispossessing  the  enemy  of  the  places  they 
maintained  in  the  Spanish  Guelderland,  by  which  the 
navigation  of  the  Maese  was  obstructed,  and  the  im- 
portant town  of  Maestricht  in  a  manner  blocked  up,  he 
resolved  to  deliver  them  from  such  a  troublesome  neigh- 
bourhood. He  detached  General  Schultz  with  a  body 
of  troops  to  reduce  the  town  and  castle  of  Werk,  which 
were  surrendered  after  a  slight  resistance.  In  the  be- 
ginning of  September  he  undertook  the  siege  of  Venlo, 
which  capitulated  on  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  the  month, 
after  fort  St.  Michael  had  been  stormed  and  taken  by 
Lord  Cutts  and  the  English  volunteers,  among  whom 
the  young  Earl  of  Huntingdon  distinguished  himself  by 
very  extraordinary  acts  of  valour.  Then  the  general 
invested  Ruremonde,  which  he  reduced  after  a  very 
obstinate  defence,  together  with  the  fort  of  Stevensuaert, 
situated  on  the  same  river.  Boufflers,  confounded  at 
the  rapidity  of  Marlborough's  success,  retired  towards 
Liege,  in  order  to  cover  that  city ;  but  at  the  approach 
of  the  confederates,  he  retired  with  precipitation  to 
Tongeren,  from  whence  he  directed  his  route  towards 
VOL.  I.  c  c 
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CHAP.  Brabant,  with  a  view  to  defend  such  places  as  the  allies 
>  ^J^'  i  had  no  design  to  attack.  When  the  Earl  of  Marlborough 
1702.  arrived  at  Liege,  he  found  the  suburbs  of  St.  Walburgh 
had  been  set  on  fire  by  the  French  garrison,  who  had  re- 
tired to  the  citadel  and  the  Chartreux.  The  allies  took 
immediate  possession  of  the  city;  and  in  a  few  days 
opened  the  trenches  against  the  citadel,  which  was  taken 
by  assault.  On  this  occasion,  the  hereditary  Prince  of 
Hesse-Cassel  charged  at  the  head  of  the  grenadiers,  and 
was  the  first  person  who  mounted  the  breach.  Violani 
the  governor,  and  the  Duke  of  Charost,  were  made 
prisoners.  Three  hundred  thousand  florins  in  gold  and 
silver  were  found  in  the  citadel,  besides  notes  for  above 
one  million,  drawn  upon  substantial  merchants  in  Liege, 
who  paid  the  money.  Immediately  after  this  exploit, 
the  garrison  of  the  Chartreux  capitulated  on  honourable 
terms,  and  were  conducted  to  Antwerp.  By  the  success 
of  this  campaign,  the  Earl  of  Marlborough  raised  his 
.  military  character  above  all  censure,  and  confirmed  him- 
self in  the  entire  confidence  of  the  States-General,  who 
in  the  beginning  of  the  season  had  trembled  for  Nime- 
guen,  and  now  saw  the  enemy  driven  back  into  their 
own  domains. 
Henar-  When  the  army  broke  up  in  November,  the  general 

capes  being  repaired  to  Maestricht,  from  whence  he  proposed  to  re- 
French^  *  tum  to  the  Hague  by  water.  Accordingly  he  embarked 
partisan,  iu  a  large  boat,  with  five-and-twenty  soldiers  under  the 
command  of  a  lieutenant.  Next  morning  he  was  joined 
at  Ruremonde  by  Coehorn,  in  a  large  vessel  with  sixty 
men ;  and  they  were  moreover  escorted  by  fifty  troopers, 
who  rode  along  the  bank  of  the  river.  The  large  boat 
outsailed  the  other,  and  the  horsemen  mistook  their  way 
in  the  dark.  A  French  partisan,  with  five-and-thirty 
men  from  Gueldres,  who  lurked  among  the  rushes  in 
wait  for  prey,  seized  the  rope  by  which  the  boat  was 
drawn,  hauled  it  ashore,  discharged  their  small  arms  and 
hand  grenades,  then  rushing  into  it,  secured  the  soldiers 
before  they  could  put  themselves  in  a  posture  of  defence. 
The  Earl  of  Marlborough  was  accompanied  by  General 
Opdam,  and  Mynheer  Gueldermalsen,  one  of  the  depu- 
ties, who  were  provided  with  passports.  The  earl  had 
neglected  this  precaution ;  but  recollecting  he  had  an 
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old  passport  for  his  brother,  General  Churchill,  he  pro-    chap. 

duced  it  without  any  emotion  ;  and  the  partisan  was  in  * L^ 

such  confusion  that  he  never  examined  the  date.  Never-  ^'^^^ 
theless,  he  rifled  their  baggage,  carried  off  the  guard  as 
prisoners,  and  allowed  the  boat  to  proceed.  The  go- 
vernor of  Venio  receiving  information  that  the  earl  was 
surprised  by  a  party,  and  conveyed  to  Gueldres,  imme- 
diately marched  out  with  his  whole  garrison  to  invest 
that  place.  The  same  imperfect  account  being  trans- 
mitted to  Holland,  filled  the  whole  province  with  con- 
sternation. The  states  forthwith  assembling,  resolved 
that  all  their  forces  should  march  immediately  to  Guel- 
dres, and  threaten  the  garrison  of  the  place  with  the 
utmost  extremities,  unless  they  would  immediately  de- 
liver the  general.  But  before  these  orders  could  be 
despatched,  the  earl  arrived  at  the  Hague,  to  the  inex- 
pressible joy  of  the  people,  who  already  looked  upon  him 
as  their  saviour  and  protector. 

The  French  arms  were  not  quite  so  unfortunate  on  The  impe- 
the  Rhine  as  in  Flanders.  The  Elector  of  Bavaria  sur- ^nted^ 
prised  the  city  of  Ulm  in  Suabia  by  a  stratagem,  and  F"diin- 
then  declared  for  France,  which  had  by  this  time  com-  ^^"* 
plied  with  all  his  demands.  The  diet  of  the  empire, 
assembled  at  Ratisbon,  were  so  incensed  at  his  conduct 
in  seizing  the  city  of  Ulm  by  perfidy,  that  they  presented 
a  memorial  to  his  imperial  majesty,  requesting  he  would 
proceed  against  the  elector,  according  to  the  constitu- 
tions of  the  empire.  They  resolved,  by  a  plurality  of 
voices,  to  declare  war  in  the  name  of  the  empire  against 
the  French  king  and  the  Duke  of  Anjou,  for  having 
invaded  several  fiefs  of  the  empire  in  Italy,  the  Arch- 
bishopric of  Cologn,  and  the  Diocese  of  Liege;  and  they 
forbade  the  ministers  of  Bavaria  and  Cologn  to  appear 
in  the  general  diet.  In  vain  did  these  powers  protest 
against  their  proceedings.  The  empire's  declaration  of 
war  was  published  and  notified,  in  the  name  of  the  diet, 
to  the  Cardinal  of  Limberg,  the  emperor's  commissioner. 
Meanwhile  the  French  made  themselves  masters  of 
Neuburgh,  in  the  circle  of  Suabia,  while  Louis,  Prince 
of  Baden,  being  weakened  by  sending  off  detachments, 
was  obliged  to  lie  inactive  in  his  camp  near  Fridlinguen. 
The  French  army  was  divided  into  two  bodies,  com- 
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CHAP,  manded  by  the  Marquis  de  Villars  and  the  Count  de 
.  ^^^'  .  Guiscard ;  and  the  prince  thinking  himself  in  danger 
1702.  ^f  being  enclosed  by  the  enemy,  resolved  to  decamp. 
Villars  immediately  passed  the  Rhine,  to  fall  upon  him 
in  his  retreat,  and  an  obstinate  engagement  ensuing, 
the  imperialists  were  overpowered  by  numbers.  The 
prince,  having  lost  two  thousand  men,  abandoned  the 
field  of  battle  to  the  enemy,  together  with  his  baggage, 
artillery,  and  ammunition,  and  retired  towards  Stauffen, 
without  being  pursued.  The  French  army,  even  after 
they  had  gained  the  battle,  were  unaccountably  seized 
with  such  a  panic,  that  if  the  imperial  general  had  faced 
them  with  two  regiments,  he  would  have  snatched  the 
victory  from  Villars,  who  was  upon  this  occasion  saluted 
Mareschal  of  France  by  the  soldiers ;  and  next  day  the 
town  of  Fridlinguen  surrendered.  The  prince  being 
joined  by  some  troops  under  General  Thungen,  and  other 
reinforcements,  resolved  to  give  battle  to  the  enemy; 
but  Villars  declined  an  engagement,  and  repassed  the 
Rhine.  Towards  the  latter  end  of  October,  Count  Tal- 
lard,  and  the  Marquis  de  Lomarie,  with  a  body  of  eighteen 
thousand  men,  reduced  Triers  and  Traerbach :  on  the 
other  hand,  the  Prince  of  Hesse-Cassel,  with  a  detachment 
from  the  allied  army  at  Liege,  retook  from  the  French 
the  towns  of  Zinch,  Lintz,  Brisac,  and  Andemach. 
Battle  of  In  Italy,  Prince  Eugene  laboured  under  a  total  neglect 
Italy.  of  the  imperial  court,  where  his  enemies,  on  pretence  of 
supporting  the  king  of  the  Romans  in  his  first  campaign, 
weaned  the  emperor's  attention  entirely  from  his  affairs 
on  the  other  side  of  the  Alps,  so  that  he  left  his  best 
army  to  moulder  away  for  want  of  recruits  and  reinforce- 
ments. The  prince,  thus  abandoned,  could  not  prevent 
the  Duke  de  Vendome  from  relieving  Mantua,  and  was 
obliged  to  relinquish  some  other  places  he  had  taken. 
Philip,  King  of  Spain,  being  inspired  with  the  ambition 
of  putting  an  end  to  the  war  in  this  country,  sailed  in 
person  for  Naples,  where  he  was  visited  by  the  cardinal- 
legate,  with  a  compliment  from  the  pope ;  yet  he  could 
not  obtain  the  investiture  of  the  kingdom  from  his  holi- 
ness. The  emperor,  however,  was  so  disgusted  at  the  em- 
bassy which  the  pope  had  sent  to  Philip,  that  he  ordered 
his  ambassador  at  Rome  to  withdraw.    Philip  proceeded 
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from  Naples  to  Final,  under  convoy  of  the  French  fleet,  chap. 
which  had  brought  him  to  Italy :  here  he  had  an  inter-  t  ^l^'  . 
view  with  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  who  began  to  be  alarmed  ^702. 
at  the  prospect  of  the  French  king's  being  master  of  the 
Milanese ;  and  in  a  letter  to  the  Duke  de  Vendome,  he 
forbade  him  to  engage  Prince  Eugene  until  he  himself 
should  arrive  in  the  camp.  Prince  Eugene,  understand- 
ing that  the  French  army  intended  to  attack  Luzzara  and 
Guastalla,  passed  the  Po,  with  an  army  of  about  half  the 
number  of  the  enemy,  and  posted  himself  behind  the  dyke 
of  Zero,  in  such  a  manner  that  the  French  were  ignorant 
of  his  situation.  He  concluded,  that  on  their  arrival  at 
the  ground  they  had  chosen,  the  horse  would  march  out 
to  forage,  while  the  rest  of  the  army  would  be  employed 
Jn  pitching  tents,  and  providing  for  their  refreshment. 
His  design  was  to  seize  that  opportunity  of  attacking 
them,  not  doubting  that  he  should  obtain  a  complete  vic- 
tory ;  but  he  was  disappointed  by  mere  accident.  An 
adjutant,  with  an  advanced  guard,  had  the  curiosity  to 
ascend  the  dyke,  in  order  to  view  the  country,  when  he 
discovered  the  imperial  infantry  lying  on  their  faces,  and 
their  horse  in  the  rear,  ranged  in  order  of  battle.  The 
French  camp  was  immediately  alarmed ;  and  as  the  in- 
termediate ground  was  covered  with  hedges,  which  obliged 
the  assailants  to  defile,  the  enemy  were  in  a  posture  of 
defence  before  the  imperialists  could  advance  to  action  ; 
nevertheless,  the  prince  attacked  them  with  great  vivacity, 
in  hopes  of  disordering  their  line,  which  gave  way  in 
several  places ;  but  night  interposing,  he  was  obliged  to 
desist ;  and  in  a  few  days  the  French  reduced  Luzzara 
and  Guastalla.  The  prince,  however,  maintained  his  post, 
and  Philip  returned  to  Spain,  without  having  obtained 
any  considerable  advantage^ 

The  French  king  employed  all  his  artifice  and  intrigues  The  King 
in  raising  up  new  enemies  against  the  confederates.    He  alferte^Au- 
is  said  to  have  bribed  Count  Mansfield,  president  of  the  g^stus  at 
council  of  war  at  Vienna,  to  withhold  the  supplies  from  p^I^d!'^ 
Prince  Eugene  in  Italy.     At  the  Ottoman  Porte  he  had 
actually  gained  over  the  visir,  who  engaged  to  renew  the 
war  with  the  emperor.     But  the  mufti  and  all  the  other 
great  oflftcers  were  averse  to  this  design,  and  the  visir  fell 
a  sacrifice  to  their  resentment.     Louis  continued  to  em- 
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CHAP,   broil  the  kingdom  of  Poland  by  means  of  the  cardinal- 
V    ^^^'  J  primate.  The  young  King  of  Sweden  advanced  to  Lissau, 
1702.     where  he  defeated  Augustus.     Then  he  took  possession 
of  Cracow,  and  raised  contributions ;    nor  could  he  be 
persuaded  to  retreat,  although  the  Muscovites  and  Lithu- 
anians had  ravaged  Livonia,  and  even  made  an  irruption 
into  Sweden. 
Fruitless        The  Operations  of  the  combined  squadrons  at  sea  did 
to  (^adizby  not  fully  auswer  the  expectations  of  the  public.     On  the 
^e  Duke  of  twelfth  (j^y  Qf  May,  Sir  John  Munden  sailed  with  twelve 
and  Sip      ships  to  intercept  a  French  squadron  appointed  as  a  con- 
George      y^y  ^^  ^  jjg^  Viceroy  of  Mexico,  from  Corunna  to  the 

Rooke.  /  TT  r^  1  .ill  n      ^  1 

West  Indies.  On  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  the  month 
he  chased  fourteen  sail  of  French  ships  into  Corunna. 
Then  he  called  a  council  of  war,  in  which  it  was  agreed, 
that  as  the  place  was  strongly  fortified,  and  that  seventeen 
of  the  enemy's  ships  of  war  rode  at  anchor  in  the  harbour, 
it  would  be  expedient  for  them  to  follow  the  latter  part 
of  their  instructions,  by  which  they  were  directed  to  cruise 
in  soundings  for  the  protection  of  the  trade.  They  re- 
turned accordingly,  and  being  distressed  by  want  of  pro- 
visions, came  into  port,  to  the  general  discontent  of  tlie 
nation.  For  the  satisfaction  of  the  people,  Sir  John 
Munden  was  tried  by  a  court-martial,  and  acquitted ; 
but  as  this  miscarriage  had  rendered  him  very  unpopular, 
Prince  George  dismissed  him  from  the  service.  We 
have  already  hinted,  that  King  William  had  projected  a 
scheme  to  reduce  Cadiz,  with  intention  to  act  afterwards 
against  the  Spanish  settlements  in  the  West  Indies. 
This  design  Queen  Anne  resolved  to  put  in  execution. 
Sir  George  Rooke  commanded  the  fleet,  and  the  duke 
of  Ormond  was  appointed  general  of  the  land  forces 
destined  for  this  expedition.  The  combined  squadrons 
amounted  to  fifty  ships  of  the  line,  exclusive  of  frigates, 
fire-ships,  and  smaller  vessels ;  and  the  number  of  sol- 
diers embarked  was  not  far  short  of  fourteen  thousand. 
In  the  latter  end  of  June  the  fleet  sailed  from  St. 
Helen's :  on  the  twelfth  of  August  they  anchored  at  the 
distance  of  two  leagues  from  Cadiz.  Next  day  the  Duke 
of  Ormond  summoned  the  Duke  de  Brancaccio,  who  was 
governor,  to  submit  to  the  house  of  Austria;  but  that 
officer  answered,  he  would  acquit  himself  honourably  of 
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the  trust  reposed  in  him  by  the  king.  On  the  fifteenth  chap. 
the  Duke  of  Ormond  landed  with  his  forces  in  the  bay  v  ^^^'  . 
of  Bulls,  under  cover  of  a  smart  fire  from  some  frigates,  1702. 
and  repulsed  a  body  of  Spanish  cavalry ;  then  he  sum- 
moned the  governor  of  Fort  St.  Catharine's  to  surren- 
der :  and  received  an  answer,  importing,  that  the  gar- 
rison was  prepared  for  his  reception.  A  declaration  was 
published  in  the  Spanish  language,  intimating,  that  the 
allies  did  not  come  as  enemies  to  Spain ;  but  only  to 
free  them  from  the  yoke  of  France,  and  assist  them  in 
establishing  themselves  under  the  government  of  the 
house  of  Austria.  These  professions  produced  very  little 
efiect  among  the  Spaniards,  who  were  either  cooled  in 
their  attachment  to  that  family,  or  provoked  by  the  ex- 
cesses of  the  English  troops.  These  having  taken  pos- 
session of  Fort  St.  Catharine's  and  Port  St.  Mary's,  in- 
stead of  protecting,  plundered  the  natives,  notwithstand- 
ing the  strict  orders  issued  by  the  Duke  of  Ormond  to 
prevent  this  scandalous  practice :  even  some  general 
officers  were  concerned  in  the  pillage.  A  battery  was 
raised  against  Montagorda  fort  opposite  to  the  Pun- 
tal ;  but  the  attempt  miscarried,  and  the  troops  were  re- 
embarked. 

Captain  Hardy  having  been  sent  to  water  in  Lagos  They  take 
bay,  received  intelligence  that  the  galleons  from  thejj^^g®^^^ 
West  Indies  had  put  into  Vigo,  under  convoy  of  a  French  jraiieonsat 
squadron.   He  sailed  immediately  in  quest  of  Sir  George  ^*^°' 
Rooke,  who  was  now  on  his  voyage  back  to  England, 
and  falling  in  with  him  on  the  sixth  day  of  October, 
communicated  the  substance  of  what  he  had  learned. 
Rooke  immediately  called  a  council  of  war,  in  which  it 
was  determined  to  alter  their  course,  and  attack  the 
enemy  at  Vigo.      He  forthwith  detached  some  small 
vessels  for  intelligence,  and  received  a  confirmation  that 
the  galleons,  and  the  squadron  commanded  by  Chateau 
Renault,  were   actually  in  the  harbour.     They  sailed 
thither,  and  appeared  before  the  place  on  the  eleventh 
day  of  October.     The  passage  into  the  harbour  was  nar- 
row, secured  by  batteries,  forts,  and  breastworks  on  each 
side ;  by  a  strong  boom,  consisting  of  iron  chains,  top- 
masts, and  cables,  moored  at  each  end  to  a  seventy-gun 
ship;   and  fortified  within  by  five  ships  of  the  same 
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CHAP,  strength  lying  athwart  the  channel,  with  their  broadsides 
y^^I^^L^  to  the  offing.  As  the  first  and  second  rates  of  the  com- 
1702.  bined  fleets  were  too  large  to  enter,  the  admirals  shifted 
their  flags  into  smaller  ships ;  and  a  division  of  five-and- 
twenty  English  and  Dutch  ships  of  the  line,  with  their 
frigates,  fire-ships,  and  ketches,  was  destined  for  the  ser- 
vice. In  order  to  facilitate  the  attack,  the  Duke  of  Or- 
mond  landed  with  five-and-twenty  hundred  men  at  the 
distance  of  six  miles  from  Vigo,  and  took  by  assault  a 
fort  and  platform  of  forty  pieces  of  cannon,  at  the  en- 
trance of  the  harbour.  The  British  ensign  was  no  sooner 
seen  flying  at  the  top  of  this  fort,  than  the  ships  ad- 
vanced to  the  attack.  Vice- Admiral  Hopson,  in  the 
Torbay,  crowding  all  his  sail,  ran  directly  against  the 
boom,  which  was  broken  by  the  first  shock ;  then  the 
whole  squadron  entered  the  harbour,  through  a  prodi- 
gious  fire  from  the  enemy's  ships  and  batteries.  These 
last,  however,  were  soon  stormed  and  taken  by  the  grena- 
diers, who  had  been  landed.  The  great  ships  lay  against 
the  forts  at  each  side  of  the  harbour,  which  in  a  little 
time  they  silenced ;  though  Vice-Admiral  Hopson  nar- 
rowly escaped  from  a  fire-ship  by  which  he  was  boarded. 
After  a  very  vigorous  engagement,  the  French,  finding 
themselves  unable  to  cope  with  such  an  adversary,  re- 
solved to  destroy  their  ships  and  galleons,  that  they  might 
not  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  victors.  They  accordingly 
burned  and  ran  ashore  eight  ships  and  as  many  advice- 
boats  ;  but  ten  ships  of  war  were  taken,  together  with 
eleven  galleons.  Though  they  had  secured  the  best  part 
of  their  plate  and  merchandize  before  the  English  fleet 
arrived,  the  value  of  fourteen  millions  of  pieces  of  eight, 
in  plate  and  rich  commodities,  was  destroyed  in  six  gal- 
leons that  perished;  and  about  half  that  value  was  brought 
off  by  the  conquerors ;  so  that  this  was  a  dreadful  blow 
to  the  enemy,  and  a  noble  acquisition  to  the  allies.  Im- 
mediately after  this  exploit.  Sir  George  Rooke  was  joined 
by  Sir  Cloudesley  Shovel,  who  had  been  sent  out  with 
a  squadron  to  intercept  the  galleons.  This  officer  was 
left  to  bring  home  the  prizes,  and  dismantle  the  fortifi- 
cations, while  Rooke  returned  in  triumph  to  England. 
Admiral  ^^^  glory  which  the  English  acquired  in  this  expedi- 
Benbow'8   tiou  was  iu  somo  measure  tarnished  by  the  conduct  of 
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some  officers  in  the  West  Indies.     Thither  Admiral    chap. 
Benbow  had  been  detached  with  a  squadron  of  ten  sail,  v    ^^^'  . 
in  the  course  of  the  preceding  year.     At  Jamaica  he     1702. 
received  intelligence  that  Monsieur  Du  Casse  was  in  the  m^^^th 
neighbourhood  of  Hispaniola,  and  resolved  to  beat  up  to  P^,^^  ^ 

!•!        1  AT  ii»ii.  .1  T-i  11*     in  the  West 

that  island.  At  Leogane  he  fell  m  with  a  Jbrench  ship  indies, 
of  fifty  guns,  which  her  captain  ran  ashore  and  blew 
up.  He  took  several  other  vessels,  and  having  alarmed 
Petit-Guavas,  bore  away  for  Donna  Maria  bay,  where 
he  understood  that  Du  Casse  had  sailed  for  the  coast  of 
Carthagena.  Benbow  resolved  to  follow  the  same  course, 
and  on  the  nineteenth  of  August  discovered  the  enemy's 
squadron  near  St.  Martha,  consisting  of  ten  sail,  steering 
along  shore.  He  formed  the  line,  and  an  engagement 
ensued,  in  which  he  was  very  ill  seconded  by  some  of 
his  captains.  Nevertheless,  the  battle  continued  till 
night,  and  he  determined  to  renew  it  next  morning,  when 
he  perceived  all  his  ships  at  the  distance  of  three  or 
four  miles  astern,  except  the  Ruby,  commanded  by  Cap- 
tain George  Walton,  who  joined  him  in  plying  the 
enemy  with  chase-guns.  On  the  twenty-first  these  two 
ships  engaged  the  French  squadron ;  and  the  Ruby  was 
so  disabled,  that  the  admiral  was  obliged  to  send  her  back 
to  Jamaica.  Next  day  the  Greenwich,  commanded  by 
Wade,  was  five  leagues  astern ;  and  the  wind  changing, 
the  enemy  had  the  advantage  of  the  weather-gage.  On 
the  twenty-third  the  admiral  renewed  the  battle  with  his 
single  ship,  unsustained  by  the  rest  of  his  squadron.  On 
the  twenty-fourth  his  leg  was  shattered  by  a  chain-shot ; 
notwithstanding  which  accident,  he  remained  on  the 
quarter-deck  in  a  cradle,  and  continued  the  engagement. 
One  of  the  largest  ships  of  the  enemy  lying  like  a  vn-eck 
upon  the  water,  four  sail  of  the  English  squadron  poured 
their  broadsides  into  her,  and  then  ran  to  leeward,  with- 
out paying  any  regard  to  the  signal  for  battle.  Then 
the  French  bearing  down  upon  the  admiral  with  their 
whole  force,  shot  away  his  main-top-sail-yard,  and 
damaged  his  rigging  in  such  a  manner,  that  he  was 
obliged  to  lie  by  and  refit,  while  they  took  their  disabled 
ship  in  tow.  During  this  interval,  he  called  a  council 
of  his  captains,  and  expostulated  with  them  on  their  be- 
haviour.    They  observed,  that  the  French  were  very 
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CHAP,  strong,  and  advised  him  to  desist.  He  plainly  perceived 
v__Z^il-^  that  he  was  betrayed,  and  with  the  utmost  reluctance 
1702.  returned  to  Jamaica,  having  not  only  lost  a  leg,  but  also 
received  a  large  wound  on  his  face,  and  another  on  his 
arm,  while  he  in  person  attempted  to  board  the  French 
admiral.  Exasperated  at  the  treachery  of  his  captains, 
he  granted  a  commission  to  Rear-Admiral  Whetstone, 
and  other  officers,  to  hold  a  court-martial,  and  try  them 
for  cowardice.  Hudson,  of  the  Pendennis,  died  before 
his  trial :  Kirby  and  Wade  were  convicted,  and  sentenced 
to  be  shot :  Constable,  of  the  Windsor,  was  cashiered 
and  imprisoned :  Vincent,  of  the  Falmouth,  and  Fogg, 
the  admiral's  own  captain  of  the  Breda,  were  convicted  of 
having  signed  a  paper,  that  they  would  not  fight  under 
Benbow's  command ;  but  as  they  behaved  gallantly  in 
the  action,  the  court  inflicted  upon  them  no  other  pu- 
nishment than  that  of  a  provisional  suspension.  Cap- 
tain Walton  had  likewise  joined  in  the  conspiracy,  while 
he  was  heated  with  the  fumes  of  intoxication ;  but  he 
afterwards  renounced  the  engagement,  and  fought  with 
admirable  courage  until  his  ship  was  disabled.  The 
boisterous  manners  of  Benbow  had  produced  this  base 
confederacy.  He  was  a  rough  seaman  ;  but  remarkably 
brave,  honest,  and  experienced**.  He  took  this  mis- 
carriage so  much  to  heart  that  he  became  melancholy, 
and  his  grief  co-operating  with  the  fever  occasioned  by  his 
wounds,  put  a  period  to  his  life.  Wade  and  Kirby  were 
sent  home  in  the  Bristol ;  and,  on  their  arrival  at  Ply- 
mouth, shot  on  board  of  the  ship,  by  virtue  of  a  dead 
warrant  for  their  immediate  execution,  which  had  lain 
there  for  some  time.  The  same  precaution  had  been 
taken  in  all  the  western  ports,  in  order  to  prevent  ap- 
plications in  their  favour. 
The  queen      During  these  transactions,  the  queen  seemed  to  be 

assembleB  a 

new    ar-         ^  When  one  of  his  lieutenants  expressed  his  sorrow  for  the  loss  of  the  admiral's 
nameut.       ^eg^  «  I  am  sorry  for  it  too,"  replied  the  gallant  Benbow,  **  but  I  had  rather  have 
lost  them  both  than  have  seen  this  dishonour  brought  upon  the  English  nation. 
But,  do  you  hear  !     If  another  shot  should  take  me  off,  behave  like  brave  men, 
and  light  it  out."     When  Du  Casse  arrived  at  Carthagena,  he  wrote  a  letter  to 
Benbow  to  this  effect : 
«  Sir, 
*^  I  had  little  hope  on  Monday  last  but  to  have  supped  in  your  cabin  ;  but  it 
pleased  God  to  order  it  otherwise.     I  am  thankful  for  it.     As  for  those  cowardly 
captains  who  deserted  you,  hang  them  up,  for,  by  God,  they  deserve  it. 

."Yours,  DU  CASSE." 
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happy  in  the  affection  of  her  subjects.    Though  the  con-    chap. 
tinuance  of  the  Parliament  was  limited  to  six  months  >    ^      . 
after  the  king's  decease,  she  dissolved  it  by  proclamation     ^702. 
before  the  term  was  expired ;  and  issued  writs  for  elect- 
ing another,  in  which  the  tory  interest  predominated.  In 
the  summer  the  queen  gave  audience  to  the  Count  de 
Platens,  envoy-extraordinary  from  the  elector  of  Han- 
over ;  then  she  made  a  progress  with  her  husband  to 
Oxford,  Bath,  and  Bristol,  where  she  was  received  with 
all  the  marks  of  the  most  genuine  affection.     The  new 
Parliament  meeting  on  the  twentieth  day  of  October, 
Mr.  Harley  was  chosen  speaker.      The  queen  in  her 
speech  declared,  she  had  summoned  them  to  assist  her 
in  carrying  on  the  just  and  necessary  war  in  which  the 
nation  was  engaged.     She  desired  the  Commons  would 
inspect  the  accounts  of  the  public  receipts  and  payments, 
that  if  any  abuses  had  crept  into  the  management  of  the 
finances,  they  might  be  detected,  and  the  offenders  pu- 
nished.    She  told  them  that  the  funds  assigned  in  the 
last  Parliament  had  not  produced  the  sums  granted ; 
and  that  the  deficiency  was  not  supplied  even  by  the  hun- 
dred thousand  pounds  which  she  had  paid  from  her  own 
revenue  for  the  public  service.     She  expressed  her  con- 
cern for  the  disappointment  at  Cadiz,  as  well  as  for  the 
abuses  committed  at  Port  St.  Mary's,  which  had  obliged 
her  to  give  directions  for  the  strictest  examination  of 
the  particulars.  She  hoped  they  would  find  time  to  con- 
sider of  some  better  and  more  effectual  method  to  pre- 
vent the  exportation  of  wool,  and  improve  that  manufac- 
ture,  which   she  was   determined  to  encourage.     She 
professed  a  firm  persuasion,  that  the  affection  of  her  sub- 
jects was  the  surest  pledge  of  their  duty  and  obedience. 
She  promised  to  defend  and  maintain  the  church  as  by 
law  established ;  and  to  protect  her  subjects  in  the  full 
enjoyment  of  all  their  rights  and  liberties.  She  protested 
that  she  relied  on  their  care  of  her ;  she  said  her  interest    • 
and  theirs  were  inseparable;  and  that  her  endeavours 
should  never  be  wanting  to  make  them  all  safe  and  hap- 
py.    She  was  presented  with  a  very  affectionate  address 
from  either  House,  congratulating  her  upon  the  glorious 
success  of  her  arms,  and  those  of  her  allies,  under  the 
command  of  the  Earl  of  Marlborough ;  but  that  of  the 
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CHAP.  Commons  was  distiDguished  by  an  implicated  reproach 
,  ^^^'  ,  on  the  late  reign,  importing  that  the  wonderful  progress 
1702.  of  her  majesty's  arms  under  the  Earl  of  Marlborough  had 
signally  "  retrieved"  the  ancient  honour  and  glory  of  the 
English  nation.  This  expression  had  excited  a  warm 
debate  in  the  House,  in  the  course  of  which  many  severe 
reflections  were  made  on  the  memory  of  King  William. 
At  length  the  question  was  put,  whether  the  word  "  re- 
trieved" should  remain ;  and  carried  in  the  affirmative, 
by  a  majority  of  one  hundred. 
Disputes  The  strength  of  the  tories  appeared  in  nothing  more 
between  couspicuous  than  in  their  inquiry  concerning  controverted 
Houses,  elections.  The  borough  of  Hindon,  near  Salisbury,  was 
convicted  of  bribery,  and  a  bill  brought  in  for  disfran- 
chising the  town  :  yet  no  vote  passed  against  the  person 
who  exercised  this  corruption,  because  he  happened  to 
be  a  tory.  Mr.  Howe  was  declared  duly  elected  for 
Gloucestershire,  though  the  majority  of  the  electors  had 
voted  for  the  other  candidate.  Sir  John  Packington 
exhibited  a  complaint  against  the  Bishop  of  Worcester 
and  his  son,  for  having  endeavoured  to  prevent  his  elec- 
tion ;  the  Commons  having  taken  it  into  consideration, 
resolved  that  the  proceedings  of  William  Lord  Bishop 
of  Worcester,  and  his  son,  had  been  malicious,  unchristian, 
and  arbitrary,  in  high  violation  of  the  liberties  and  privi- 
leges of  the  Commons  of  England.  They  voted  an  ad- 
dress to  the  queen,  desiring  her  to  remove  the  father 
from  the  office  of  lord-almoner ;  and  they  ordered  the 
attorney-general  to  prosecute  the  son,  after  his  privilege 
as  member  of  the  convocation  should  be  expired.  A 
counter  address  was  immediately  voted,  and  presented 
by  the  Lords,  beseeching  her  majesty  would  not  remove 
the  bishop  of  Worcester  from  the  place  of  lord-almoner, 
until  he  should  be  found  guilty  of  some  crime  by  due 
course  of  law ;  as  it  was  the  undoubted  right  of  every  lord 
of  Parliament,  and  of  evfery  subject  of  England,  to  have 
an  opportunity  to  make  his  defence  before  he  suffered  any 
sort  of  punishment.  The  queen  said  she  had  not  as  yet 
received  any  complaint  against  the  Bishop  of  Worcester ; 
but  she  looked  upon  it  as  her  undoubted  right  to  continue 
or  displace  any  servant  attending  upon  her  own  person 
when  she  should  think  proper.     The  Peers  having  re- 
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ceived  this  answer,  unanimously  resolved,  that  no  lord  of   chap. 

their   House  ought  to  suffer  any  sort  of  punishment  * !_-* 

by  any  proceedings  of  the  House  of  Commons,  otherwise  ^702, 
than  according  to  the  known  and  ancient  rules  and  me- 
thods of  Parliament.  When  the  Commons  attended  the 
queen  with  their  address  against  the  bishop,  she  said  she 
was  sorry  there  was  any  occasion  for  such  a  remon- 
strance, and  that  the  Bishop  of  Worcester  should  no 
longer  continue  to  supply  the  place  of  her  almoner.  This 
regard  to  their  address  w^as  a  flagrant  proof  of  her  par- 
tiality to  the  tories,  who  seemed  to  justify  her  attachment 
by  their  compliance  and  liberality. 

In  deliberating  on  the  supplies,  they  agreed  to  all  the  The  Lords 
demands  of  the  ministry.  They  voted  forty  thousand  IhSconduct 
seamen,  and  the  like  number  of  land  forces,  to  act  in  o^  sir 
conjunction  with  those  of  the  allies.  For  the  mainte-  r^S! 
nance  of  these  last,  they  granted  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-three  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-six 
pounds,  besides  three  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  pounds 
for  guards  and  garrisons ;  seventy  thousand  nine  hundred 
and  seventy-three  pounds  for  ordnance;  and  fifty-one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-three  pounds  for  sub- 
sidies to  the  allies.  Lord  Shannon  arriving  with  the 
news  of  the  success  at  Vigo,  the  queen  appointed  a  day 
of  thanksgiving  for  the  signal  success  of  her  arms  under 
the  Earl  of  Marlborough,  the  Duke  of  Ormond,  and  Sir 
George  Rooke ;  and  on  that  day,  which  was  the  tw^elfth 
of  November,  she  went  in  state  to  St.  Paul's  church,  at- 
tended by  both  Houses  of  Parliament.  Next  day  the 
Peers  voted  the  thanks  of  their  House  to  the  Duke  of 
Ormond  for  his  services  at  Vigo;  and,  at  the  same  time, 
drew  up  an  address  to  the  queen,  desiring  she  would  order 
the  Duke  of  Ormond  and  Sir  George  Rooke  to  lay  before 
them  an  account  of  their  proceedings ;  a  request  with 
which  her  majesty  complied.  Those  two  officers  were  like- 
wise thanked  by  the  House  of  Commons :  Vice-Admiral 
Hopson  was  knighted,  and  gratified  with  a  considerable 
pension.  The  Duke  of  Ormond,  at  his  return  from  the 
expedition,  complained  openly  of  Rooke's  conduct,  and 
seemed  determined  to  subject  him  to  a  public  accusation; 
but  that  ofiicer  was  such  a  favourite  among  the  Commons, 
that  the  court  was  afraid  to  disoblige  them  by  an  im- 
peachment, and  took  great  pains  to  mitigate  the  duke's 
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CHAP,  resentment.  This  nobleman  was  appointed  Lord-Lieu- 
<-2}}l^  tenant  of  Ireland,  and  Rooke  was  admitted  into  the 
1702.  privy-council.  A  motion,  however,  being  made  in  the 
House  of  Lords,  that  the  admiral's  instructions  and  jour- 
nals relating  to  the  last  expedition  might  be  examined, 
a  committee  was  appointed  for  that  purpose,  and  prepared 
an  unfavourable  report ;  but  it  was  rejected  by  a  majority 
of  the  House ;  and  they  voted,  that  Sir  George  Rooke 
had  done  his  duty,  pursuant  to  the  councils  of  war,  like 
a  brave  officer,  to  the  honour  of  the  British  nation. 
ThePariia-  On  the  twenty-fifst  day  of  November,  the  queen  sent 
rsettie^^*  a  message  to  the  House  of  Commons  by  Mr.  Secretary 
ment  on  Hcdgcs,  recommoudiug  further  provision  for  the  prince 
GMT^e  of  ^^^  husband,  in  case  he  should  survive  her.  This  mes- 
Denmark.  sago  being  Considered,  Mr.  Howe  moved,  that  the  yearly 
sum  of  one  hundred  thousand  pounds  should  be  settled 
on  the  prince,  in  case  he  should  survive  her  majesty. 
No  opposition  was  made  to  the  proposal ;  but  warm  de- 
bates were  excited  by  a  clause  in  the  bill,  exempting 
the  prince  from  that  part  of  the  act  of  succession  by 
which  strangers,  though  naturalized,  were  rendered  inca- 
pable of  holding  employments.  This  clause  related  only 
to  those  who  should  be  naturalized  in  a  future  reign ;  and 
indeed  was  calculated  as  a  restriction  upon  the  house  of 
Hanover.  Many  members  argued  against  the  clause  of 
exemption,  because  it  seemed  to  imply  that  persons 
already  naturalized  would  be  excluded  from  employments 
in  the  next  reign,  though  already  possessed  of  the  right 
of  natural-bom  subjects ;  a  consequence  plainly  contra^ 
dictory  to  the  meaning  of  the  act.  Others  opposed  it 
because  the  Lords  had  already  resolved  by  a  vote,  that 
they  would  never  pass  any  bill  sent  up  from  the  Commons, 
to  which  a  clause  foreign  to  the  bill  should  be  tacked  ; 
and  this  clause  they  affirmed  to  be  a  tack,  as  an  incapa- 
city to  hold  employments  was  a  circumstance  altogether 
distinct  from  a  settlement  in  money.  The  queen  ex- 
pressed uncommon  eagerness  in  behalf  of  this  bill ;  and 
the  court  influence  was  managed  so  successfully,  that  it 
passed  through  both  Houses,  though  not  without  an  ob- 
stinate  opposition,  and  a  formal  protest  by  seven-and- 
Maribo-     twenty  peers. 

rough  The  Earl  of  Marlborough,  arriving  in  England  about 

dX.^       the  latter  end  of  November,  received  the  thanks  of  the 
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CommoDS  for  his  great  and  signal  services,  which  were  chap. 
so  acceptable  to  the  queen,  that  she  created  him  a  duke,  -  ^,^'  - 
gratified  him  with  a  pension  of  five  thousand  pounds  upon  ^^^' 
the  revenue  of  the  post-office,  during  his  natural  life ; 
and,  in  a  message  to  the  Commons,  expressed  a  desire 
that  they  would  find  some  method  to  settle  it  on  the 
heirs  male  of  his  body.  This  intimation  was  productive 
of  warm  debates,  during  which  Sir  Christopher  Musgrave 
observed,  that  he  would  not  derogate  from  the  duke's 
eminent  services;  but  he  affirmed  his  grace  had  been 
very  well  paid  for  them,  by  the  profitable  employments 
which  he  and  his  duchess  enjoyed.  The  duke,  under- 
standing that  the  Commons  were  heated  by  the  subject, 
begged  her  majesty  would  rather  forego  her  gracious 
message  in  his  behalf,  than  create  any  uneasiness  on  his 
account,  which  might  embarrass  her  affairs,  and  be  of  ill 
consequence  to  the  public.  Then  she  sent  another  mes- 
sage to  the  House,  signifying,  that  the  Duke  of  Marl- 
borough had  declined  her  interposition.  Notwithstand- 
ing this  declaration,  the  Commons  in  a  body  presented 
an  address,  acknowledging  the  eminent  services  of  the 
Duke  of  Marlborough,  yet  expressing  their  apprehension 
of  making  a  precedent  to  alienate  the  revenue  of  the 
crown,  which  had  been  so  much  reduced  by  the  exorbitant 
grants  of  the  late  reign,  and  so  lately  settled  and  secured 
by  her  majesty's  unparalleled  grace  and  goodness.  The 
queen  was  satisfied  with  their  apology ;  but  their  refusal 
in  all  probability  helped  to  alienate  the  duke  from  the 
tories,  with  whom  he  had  been  hitherto  connected. 

In   the   beginning  of  January,  the  queen  gave  the  ah  com- 
House  of  Commons  to  understand,  that  the  States-Ge-  ™tl!I!!  ^^^ 
neral  had  pressed  her  to  augment  her  forces,  as  the  only  pondence 
means  to  render  ineffectual  the  great  and  early  prepara-  J^^*^*^^ 
tions  of  the  enemy.    The  Commons  immediately  resolved,  Holland 
that  ten  thousand  men  should  be  hired,  as  an  augmenta- ^Jn®  o^^^ 
tion  of  the  forces  to  act  in  conjunction  with  the  allies ;  France  and 
but  on  condition  that  an  immediate  stop  should  be  put  ^*'"' 
to  all  commerce  and  correspondence  with  France  and 
Spain  on  the  part  of  the  States-General.     The  Lords 
presented  an  address  to  the  queen  on  the  same  subject, 
and  to  the  same  effect ;  and  she  owned  that  the  condition 
was  absolutely  necessary  for  the  good  of  the  whole  alii- 


400  HISTORY  OF  ENGLAND. 

CHAP.  ance.  The  Dutch,  even  after  the  declaration  of  war, 
V  ^^^'  .  had  carried  on  a  traffic  with  the  French ;  and,  at  this 
1702.  Yery  juncture,  Louis  found  it  impossible  to  make  remit- 
tances of  money  to  the  Elector  of  Bavaria  in  Germany, 
and  to  his  forces  in  Italy,  except  through  the  channel  of 
English,  Dutch,  and  Geneva  merchants.  The  States- 
General,  though  shocked  at  the  imperious  manner  in 
which  the  Parliament  of  England  prescribed  their  con- 
duct, complied  with  the  demand  without  hesitation,  and 
published  a  prohibition  of  all  commerce  with  the  sub- 
jects of  France  and  Spain. 
A  bill  for  The  Commons  of  this  Parliament  had  nothing  more  at 
t^^asbn^f  heart  than  a  bill  against  occasional  conformity.  The 
conformity,  torfes  affocted  to  distinguish  themselves  as  the  only  true 
friends  to  the  church  and  monarchy;  and  they  hated 
the  dissenters  with  a  mixture  of  spiritual  and  political 
disgust.  They  looked  upon  these  last  as  an  intruding 
sect,  which  constituted  great  part  of  the  whig  faction, 
that  extorted  such  immense  sums  of  money  from  the 
nation  in  the  late  reign,  and  involved  it  in  pernicious 
engagements,  from  whence  it  had  no  prospect  of  deliver- 
ance. They  considered  them  as  encroaching  schismatics 
that  disgraced  and  endangered  the  hierarchy ;  and  those 
of  their  own  communion  who  recommended  moderation 
they  branded  with  the  epithets  of  lukewarm  Christians, 
betrayers,  and  apostates.  They  now  resolved  to  approve 
themselves  zealous  sons  of  the  church,  by  seizing  the  first 
opportunity  that  was  in  their  power  to  distress  the  dis- 
senters. In  order  to  pave  the  way  to  this  persecution, 
sermons  were  preached,  and  pamphlets  were  printed,  to 
blacken  the  character  of  the  sect,  and  inflame  the  popular 
resentment  against  them.  On  the  fourth  day  of  Novem- 
ber, Mr.  Bromley,  Mr.  St.  John,  and  Mr.  Annesley,  were 
ordered  by  the  House  of  Commons  to  bring  in  a  bill  for 
preventing  occasional  conformity.  In  the  preamble,  all 
persecution  for  conscience-sake  was  condemned ;  never- 
theless it  enacted  that  all  those  who  had  taken  the  sacra- 
ment and  test  for  offices  of  trust,  or  the  magistracy  of 
corporations,  and  afterwards  frequented  any  meeting  of 
dissenters,  should  be  disabled  from  holding  their  employ- 
ments, pay  a  fine  of  one  hundred  pounds,  and  five  pounds 
for  every  day  in  which  they  continued  to  act  in  their 
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employments  after  having  been  at  any  such  meeting:  chap. 
they  were  also  rendered  incapable  of  holding  any  other  v  ^^^'  , 
employment  till  after  one  whole  year's  conformity ;  and,  1702, 
upon  a  relapse,  the  penalties  and  time  of  incapacity  were 
doubled.  The  promoters  of  the  bill  alleged,  that  an 
established  religion  and  national  church  were  absolutely 
necessary,  when  so  many  impious  men  pretended  to  in- 
spiration, and  deluded  such  numbers  of  the  people :  that 
the  most  effectual  way  to  preserve  this  national  church 
would  be  the  maintenance  of  the  civil  power  in  the  hands 
of  those  who  expressed  their  regard  to  the  church  in 
their  principles  and  practice:  that  the  Parliament,  by 
the  corporation  and  test  acts,  thought  they  had  raised  a 
sufficient  barrier  to  the  hierarchy,  never  imagining  that 
a  set  of  men  would  rise  up  whose  consciences  would  be 
too  tender  to  obey  the  laws,  but  hardened  enough  to 
break  them :  that  as  the  last  reign  began  with  an  act  in 
favour  of  dissenters,  so  the  Commons  were  desirous  that 
in  the  beginning  of  her  majesty's  auspicious  government, 
an  act  should  pass  in  favour  of  the  church  of  England : 
that  this  bill  did  not  intrench  on  the  act  of  toleration, 
or  deprive  the  dissenters  of  any  privileges  they  enjoyed 
by  law,  or  add  any  thing  to  the  legal  rights  of  the  church 
of  England :  that  occasional  conformity  was  an  evasion 
of  the  law,  by  which  the  dissenters  might  insinuate  them- 
selves into  the  management  of  all  corporations :  that  a 
separation  from  the  church,  to  which  a  man's  conscience 
will  allow  him  occasionally  to  conform,  is  a  mere  schism, 
which  in  itself  was  sinful,  without  the  superaddition  of 
a  temporal  law  to  make  it  an  offence :  that  the  toleration 
was  intended  only  for  the  ease  of  tender  consciences,  and 
not  to  give  a  licence  for  occasional  conformity :  that  con- 
forming and  non-conforming  were  contradictions;  for 
nothing  but  a  firm  persuasion  that  the  terms  of  commu- 
nion required  are  sinful  and  unlawful  could  justify  the 
one ;  and  this  plainly  condemns  the  other.  The  mem- 
bers who  opposed  the  bill  argued,  that  the  dissenters 
were  generally  well  affected  to  the  present  constitution : 
that  to  bring  any  real  hardship  upon  them,  or  give  rise 
to  jealousies  and  fears  at  such  a  juncture,  might  be 
attended  with  dangerous  consequences :  that  the  tolera- 
tion had  greatly  contributed  to  the  security  and  reputa- 
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CHAP,  tion  of  the  church,  and  plainly  proved,  that  liberty  of 
v>_IJ^  conscience  and  gentle  measures  were  the  most  effectual 
1702.  means  for  increasing  the  votaries  of  the  church,  and 
diminishing  the  number  of  dissenters :  that  the  dissenters 
could  not  be  termed  schismatics  without  bringing  a  heavy 
charge  upon  the  church  of  England,  which  had  not  only 
tolerated  such  schism,  but  even  allowed  communion  with 
the  reformed  churches  abroad :  that  the  penalties  of  this 
bill  were  more  severe  than  those  which  the  laws  imposed 
on  Papists,  for  assisting  at  the  most  solemn  act  of  their 
religion :  in  a  word,  that  toleration  and  tenderness  had 
been  always  productive  of  peace  and  union,  whereas  per- 
secution had  never  failed  to  excite  disorder,  and  extend 
superstition.  Many  alterations  and  mitigations  were 
proposed  without  effect.  In  the  course  of  the  debates, 
the  dissenters  were  mentioned  and  reviled  with  great 
acrimony;  and  the  bill  passed  the  Lower  House  by 
virtue  of  a  considerable  majority. 

The  Lords,  apprehensive  that  the  Commons  would  tack 
it  to  some  money-bill,  voted,  that  the  annexing  any  clause 
to  a  money-bill  was  contrary  to  the  constitution  of  the 
English  government,  and  the  usage  of  Parliament.  The 
bill  met  with  a  very  warm  opposition  in  the  Upper  House, 
where  a  considerable  portion  of  the  whig  interest  still 
remained.  These  members  believed  that  the  intention 
of  the  bill  was  to  model  corporations,  so  as  to  eject  all 
those  who  would  not  vote  in  elections  for  the  tories. 
Some  imagined  this  was  a  preparatory  step  towards  a  re- 
peal of  the  toleration ;  and  others  concluded  that  the  pro- 
moters of  the  bill  designed  to  raise  such  disturbances  at 
home,  as  would  discourage  the  allies  abroad,  and  render 
the  prosecution  of  the  wju-  impracticable.  The  majority 
of  the  bishops,  and  among  these  Burnet  of  Sarum,  ob- 
jected against  it  on  the  principles  of  moderation,  and 
from  motives  of  conscience.  Nevertheless,  as  the  court 
supported  this  measure  with  its  own  power  and  influence, 
the  bill  made  its  way  through  the  House,  though  not 
without  alterations  and  amendments,  which  were  rejected 
by  the  Commons.  The  Lower  House  pretended,  that 
the  Lords  had  no  right  to  alter  any  fines  and  penalties 
that  the  Commons  should  fix  in  bills  sent  up  for  their 
concurrence,  on  the  supposition,  that  those  were  matters 
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<5oncerning  money,  the  peculiar  province  of  the  Lower  chap. 
House :  the  Lords  ordered  a  minute  inquiry  to  be  made  v  ^^^'  , 
into  all  the  rolls  of  Parliament  since  the  reign  of  Henry  ^702. 
the  Seventh :  and  a  great  number  of  instances  were  found 
in  which  the  Lords  had  begun  the  clauses  imposing  fines 
and  penalties,  altered  the  penalties  which  had  been  fixed 
by  the  Commons,  and  even  changed  the  uses  to  which 
they  were  applied.  These  precedents  were  entered  in 
the  books :  but  the  Commons  resolved  to  maintain  their 
point  without  engaging  in  any  dispute  upon  the  subject. 
After  warm  debates,  and  a  free  conference  between  the 
two  Houses,  the  Lords  adhered  to  their  amendments, 
though  this  resolution  was  carried  by  a  majority  of  one 
vote  only:  the  Commons  persisted  in  rejecting  them: 
the  bill  miscarried,  and  both  Houses  published  their  pro- 
ceedings by  way  of  appeal  to  the  nation '.  A  bill  was 
now  brought  into  the  Lower  House,  granting  another 
year's  consideration  to  those  who  had  not  taken  the 
oath  abjuring  the  pretended  Prince  of  Wales.  The 
Lords  added  three  clauses,  importing,  that  those  persons 
who  should  take  the  oath  within  the  limited  time  might 
return  to  their  benefices  and  employments,  unless  they 
should  be  already  legally  filled ;  that  any  person  endea- 
vouring to  defeat  the  succession  to  the  crown,  as  now 
limited  by  law,  should  be  deemed  guilty  of  high  treason ; 
and  that  the  oath  of  abjuration  should  be  imposed  upon 
the  subjects  in  Ireland.  The  Commons  made  some  op- 
position to  the  first  clause ;  but  at  length,  the  question 
being  put,  whether  they  should  agree  to  the  amendments, 
it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative  by  one  voice. 

No  object  engrossed  more  time,  or  produced  more  violent ani- 
violent  debates,  than  did  the  inquiry  into  the  public  JJJ^^/the 
accounts.    The  commissioners  appointed  for  this  purpose  twoHouaea, 
pretended  to  have  made  great  discoveries.   They  charged  by  the  in- 
the  Earl  of  Ranelagh,  paymaster-general  of  the  army,  ^^^^^^ 
with  flagrant  mismanagement.     He  acquitted  himself  in  accounts, 
such  a  manner  as  screened  him  from  all  severity  of 
punishment:  nevertheless,  they  expelled  him  from  the 

^  While  this  bill  wns  depending,  Daniel  de  Foe  published  a  pamphlet,  entitled 
<<  The  shortest  Way  with  the  Dissenters  ;  or,  Proposals  for  the  Establishment  of 
the  Church."  The  piece  was  a  severe  satire  on  the  violence  of  the  church  party. 
The  Commons  ordered  it  to  be  burned  by  the  hands  of  the  common  hangman,  and 
the  author  to  be  prosecuted.  He  was  accordingly  committed  to  Newgate,  tried, 
condemned  to  pay  a  fine  of  two  hundred  pounds,  and  stand  in  the  pillory. 

Dd  2 
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CHAP.  House  for  a  high  crime  and  misdemeanour,  in  misapply- 
v_![^[^  ing  several  sums  of  the  public  money ;  and  he  thought 
1702.  proper  to  resign  his  employment.  A  long  address  was 
prepared  and  presented  to  the  queen,  attributing  the 
national  debt  to  mismanagement  of  the  funds;  com- 
plaining that  the  old  methods  of  the  exchequer  had  been 
neglected;  and  that  iniquitous  frauds  had  been  com- 
mitted by  the  commissioners  of  the  prizes.  Previous 
to  this  remonstrance,  the  House,  in  consequence  of 
the  report  of  the  committee,  had  passed  several  severe 
resolutions,  particularly  against  Charles  Lord  Halifax, 
auditor  of  the  receipt  of  the  exchequer,  as  having 
neglected  his  duty,  and  been  guilty  of  a  breach  of 
trust.  For  these  reasons  they  actually  besought  the 
queen,  in  an  address,  that  she  would  give  direc- 
tions to  the  attorney-general  to  prosecute  him  for  the 
said  offences;  and  she  promised  to  comply  with  their 
request.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Lords  appointed  a 
committee  to  examine  all  the  observations  which  the 
commissioners  of  accounts  had  oifered  to  both  Houses. 
They  ascribed  the  national  debt  to  deficiencies  in  the 
funds:  they  acquitted  Lord  Halifax,  the  lords  of  the 
treasury,  and  their  oflScers,  whom  the  Commons  had 
accused ;  and  represented  these  circumstances  in  an  ad- 
dress to  the  queen,  which  was  afterwards  printed  with 
the  vouchers  to  every  particular.  This  difference  blew 
up  a  fierce  flame  of  discord  between  the  two  Houses, 
which  manifested  their  mutual  animosity  in  speeches, 
votes,  resolutions,  and  conferences.  The  Commons 
aflSrmed,  that  no  cognizance  the  Lords  could  take  of  the 
public  accounts  would  enable  them  to  supply  any  defi- 
ciency, or  appropriate  any  surplusage  of  the  public 
money ;  that  they  could  neither  acquit  nor  condemn  any 
person  whatsoever  upon  any  inquiry  arising  originally  in 
their  own  House;  and  that  their  attempt  to  acquit 
Charles  Lord  Halifax  was  unparliamentary.  The  Lords 
insisted  upon  their  right  to  take  cognizance  originally  of 
all  public  accounts :  they  aflSrmed,  that  in  their  resolu- 
tions, with  respect  to  Lord  Halifax,  they  had  proceeded 
according  to  the  rules  of  justice.  They  owned,  however, 
that  their  resolutions  did  not  amount  to  any  judgment 
or  acquittal;  but  that  finding  a  vote  of  the  Commons 
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reflected  upon  a  member  of  their  House,  they  thought  chap. 
fit  to  give  their  opinion  in  their  legislative  capacity.  The  v— Z^L-^ 
queen  interposed  by  a  message  to  the  Lords,  desiring  *^^- 
they  would  despatch  the  business  in  which  they  were 
engaged.  The  dispute  continued  even  after  this  intima- 
tion :  one  conference  was  held  after  another,  till  at  length 
both  sides  despaired  of  an  accommodation.  The  Lords 
ordered  their  proceedings  to  be  printed,  and  the  Com- 
mons followed  their  example.  On  the  twenty-seventh 
day  of  February  the  queen,  having  passed  all  the  bills 
that  were  ready  for  the  royal  assent,  ordered  the  lord- 
keeper  to  prorogue  the  Parliament,  after  having  pro- 
nounced a  speech  in  the  usual  style.  She  thanked  them 
for  their  zeal,  affection,  and  despatch ;  declared  she  would 
encourage  and  maintain  the  church  as  by  law  esta- 
blished ;  desired  they  would  consider  some  further  laws 
for  restraining  the  great  licence  assumed  for  publishing 
scandalous  pamphlets  and  libels ;  and  assured  them  that 
all  ber  share  of  the  prizes  which  might  be  taken  in  the 
war  should  be  applied  to  the  public  service.  By  this 
time  the  Earl  of  Rochester  was  entirely  removed  from 
the  queen's  councils.  Finding  himself  outweighed  by 
the  interest  of  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  and  Lord  Go- 
dolphin,  he  had  become  sullen  and  intractable;  and 
rather  than  repair  to  his  government  of  Ireland,  chose  to 
resign  the  office,  which,  as  we  have  already  observed,  was 
conferred  upon  the  Duke  of  Ormond,  an  accomplished 
nobleman,  who  had  acquired  great  popularity  by  the 
success  of  the  expedition  to  Vigo.  The  parties  in  the 
House  of  Lords  were  so  nearly  matched,  that  the  queen, 
in  order  to  ascertain  an  undoubted  majority  in  the  next 
session,  created  four  new  peers  \  who  had  signalized 
themselves  by  the  violence  of  their  speeches  in  the 
House  of  Commons. 

The  two  Houses  of  Convocation,  which  were  8um-i>wpite« 
moned  with  the  Parliament,  bore  a  strong  afiinity  with  the^wT 

Houses  of 
'  These  were  John  Granville,  created  Baron  Granville  of  Potheridge,  in  the  Convoca- 
county  of  Devon  ;  Heneage  Finch,  Baron  of  Guernsey,  in  the  county  of  l^uthamp-  ^^^' 
ton  ;  Sir  John  Levison  Gower,  Baron  Gower  of  Sittenham,  in  Yorkshire ;  and 
Francis  Seymour  Conway,  youngest  son  of  Sir  Edward  Seymour,  made  Baron  Con- 
way, of  BAgley,  in  the  county  of  Warwick.    At  the  same  time,  however,  John 
Harvey,  of  the  opposite  faction,  was  created  Baron  of  Ickworth,  in  the  county  of 
Suffolk  ;  and  the  Marqub  of  Normanby  was  honoured  with  the  title  of  Duke  of 
Buckinghamshire. 
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CHAP,  this  assembly  by  the  different  interests  that  prevailed  in 
2}li^  the  Upper  and  Lower.  The  last,  in  imitation  of  the 
1702.  Commons,  was  de^rous  of  branding  the  preceding  reign ; 
and  it  was  with  great  difficulty  that  they  concurred  with 
the  prelates  in  an  address  of  congratulation  to  her  ma- 
jesty. Then  their  former  contest  was  revived.  The 
Lower  House  desired,  in  an  application  to  the  Archbishop 
of  Canterbury  and  his  suffi-agans,  that  the  matters  in 
dispute  concerning  the  manner  of  synodical  proceedings, 
and  the  right  of  the  Lower  House  to  hold  intermediate 
assemblies,  might  be  taken  into  consideration,  and 
speedily  determined.  The  bishops  proposed,  that  in  the 
intervals  of  sessions,  the  Lower  House  might  appoint 
committees  to  prepare  matters;  and  when  business 
should  be  brought  regularly  before  them,  the  archbishop- 
would  regulate  the  prorogations  in  such  a  manner,  that 
they  should  have  sufficient  time  to  sit  and  deliberate  on 
the  subject.  This  offer  did  not  satisfy  the  Lower  House, 
which  was  emboldened  to  persist  in  its  demand  by  a  vote 
of  the  Commons.  These,  in  consequence  of  an  address 
of  thanks  from  the  clergy,  touching  Mr.  Lloyd,  son  to 
the  Bishop  of  Worcester,  whom  they  ordered  to  be  pro- 
secuted after  his  privilege  as  member  of  the  Convoca- 
tion should  be  expired,  had  resolved,  that  they  wotrld  on 
all  occasions  assert  the  just  rights  and  privileges  of  the 
Lolwrer  House  of  Convocation.  The  prelates  refused  to 
depart  from  the  archbishop's  right  of  proroguing  the 
whole  Convocation  with  consent  of  his  suffragans.  The 
Lower  House  proposed  to  refer  the  controversy  to  the 
queen's  decision.  The  bishops  declined  this  expedient, 
as  inconsistent  with  the  episcopal  authority,  and  the 
presidence  of  the  archbishop.  The  Lower  House  having 
incurred  the  imputation  of  favouring  presbytery,  by  this 
opposition  to  the  bishops,  entered  in  their  books  a  de- 
claration, acknowledging  the  order  of  bishops  as  superior 
to  presbyters,  and  to  be  a  divine  apostolical  institution. 
Then  they  desired  the  bishops,  in  an  address,  to  concur 
in  settling  the  doctrine  of  the  divine  apostolical  right  of 
episcopacy,  that  it  might  be  a  standing  rule  of  the  church. 
iSi^yilik^wise  presented  a  petition  to  the  queen,  com- 
^a^nip^jl^^at^J^  the  Convocation  called  in  the  year  1700, 
after   an'  mlerniption  of  ten   years,   several   questions 
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haying  arisen  concerning  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  chap. 
Lower  House,  the  bishops  had  refused  a  verbal  con-  ,  ^J^-  ^ 
ference ;  and  afterwards  declined  a  proposal  to  submit  17<^2. 
the  dispute  to  her  majesty's  determination ;  they,  there- 
fore, fled  for  protection  to  her  majesty,  begging  she  would 
call  the  question  into  her  own  royal  audience.  The  queen 
promised  to  consider  their  petition,  which  was  supported 
by  the  Earl  of  Nottingham  ;  and  ordered  the  council 
to  examine  the  affiiir,  how  it  consisted  with  law  and 
custom.  Whether  their  report  was  unfavourable  to 
the  Lower  House,  or  the  queen  was  unwilling  to  en- 
courage the  division,  no  other  answer  was  made  to  their 
address.  The  archbishop  replied  to  their  request  pre- 
sented to  the  Upper  House,  concerning  the  divine  right 
of  presbytery,  that  the  prefece  to  the  form  of  ordination 
contained  a  declaration  of  three  orders  of  ministers  from 
the  times  of  the  apostles ;  namely,  bishops,  priests,  and 
deacons,  to  which  they  had  subscribed :  but  he  and  his 
brethren  conceived,  that,  without  a  royal  licence,  they 
had  not  authority  to  attempt,  enact,  promulge,  or  execute 
any  canon,  which  should  concern  either  doctrine  or  dis- 
cipline. The  Lower  House  answered  this  declaration  in 
very  petulant  terms;  and  the  dispute  subsisted  when 
the  Parliament  was  prorogued.  But  these  contests  pro- 
duced divisions  through  the  whole  body  of  the  clergy, 
who  ranged  themselves  in  different  Actions,  distinguished 
by  the  names  of  high-church  and  low-church.  The  first 
consisted  of  ecclesiastical  tories ;  the  other  included  those 
who  professed  revolution  principles,  and  recommended 
moderation  towards  the  dissenters.  The  high-church 
party  reproached  the  other  as  time-servers,  and  presby- 
terians  in  disguise ;  and  were,  in  their  turn,  stigmatized 
as  the  friends  and  abettors  of  tyranny  and  persecution. 
At  present,  however,  the  tories  both  in  church  and  state 
triumphed  in  the  favour  of  their  sovereign.  The  right  of 
Parliaments,  the  memory  of  the  late  king,  and  even  the 
act  limiting  the  succession  of  the  house  of  Hanover, 
became  the  subjects  of  ridicule.  The  queen  was  flattered 
as  possessor  of  the  prerogatives  of  the  ancient  monarchy : 
the  history  vrritten  by  her  grandfather,  the  Earl  of 
Clarendon,  was  now  for  the  first  time  published,  to  in- 
culcate  the  principles  of  obedience,  and   inspire   the 
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CHAP,   people  with  an  abhorrence  of  opposition  to  an  anointed 
.    ^^^'   .  sovereign.     Her  majesty's  hereditary  right  was  deduced 
1702.     from  Edward  the  Confessor;  and,  as  heir  of  his  pretended 
sanctity  and  virtue,  she  was  persuaded  to  touch  persons 
afflicted  with  the  king's  evil,  according  to  the  office  in- 
serted in  the  Liturgy  for  this  occasion. 
Accountof      The  change  of  the  ministry  in  Scotland  seemed  fa- 
inSwtiand.  vourable  to  the  episcopalians  and  anti-revolutioners  of 
that  kingdom.     The  Earls  of  Marchmont,  Melvil,  Sel- 
kirk,  Leven,  and  Hyndford,  were  laid  aside;  the  Earl 
of  Seafield    was  appointed    chancellor;    the   Duke  of 
Queensberry,  and  the  Lord  Viscount  Tarbat,  were  de- 
clared secretaries  of  state ;  the  Marquis  of  Annandale 
was  made  president  of  the  council,  and  the  Earl  of  Tulr 
libardine,  lord   privy-seal.     A  new  Parliament  having 
been  summoned,  the  Earl  of  Seafield  employed  his  in- 
fluence so  successfully,  that  a  great  number  of  anti-revo- 
lutioners were  returned  as   members.     The   Duke   of 
Hamilton  had  obtained  from  the  queen  a  letter  to  the 
privy-council  in  Scotland,  in  which  she  expressed  her  de- 
sire that  the  presbyterian  clergy  should  live  in  brotherly 
love  and  communion  with  such  dissenting  ministers  of  the 
reformed  religion  as  were  in  possession  of  benefices,  and 
lived  with  decency,  and  a  submission  to  the  law.   The  epis- 
copal clergy,  encouraged  by  these  expressions  in  their  fa- 
vour, drew  up  an  address  to  the  queen,  imploring  her  pro- 
tection ;  and  humbly  beseeching  her  to  allow  those  parishes 
in  which  there  was  a  majority  of  episcopal  freeholders  to 
bestow  the   benefice   on  ministers  of  their  principles. 
This  petition  was  presented  by  Dr.  Skeen  and  Dr.  Scott, 
who  were  introduced  by  the  Duke  of  Queensberry  to  her 
majesty.    She  assured  them  of  her  protection,  and  endea- 
vours to  supply  their  necessities ;  and  exhorted  them  to 
live  in  peace  and  Christian  love  with  the  clergy,  who  were 
by  law  invested  with  the  church  government  in  her  an- 
cient kingdom  of  Scotland.     A  proclamation  of  indem- 
nity having  been  published  in  March,  a  great  number  of 
Jacobites  returned  from  France  and  other  countries,  pre- 
tended to  have  changed  their  sentiments,  and  took  the 
oaths,  that  they  might  be  qualified  to  sit  in  Parliament. 
They  formed  an  accession  to  the  strength  of  the  anti- 
revolutioners  and  episcopalians,  who  now  hoped  to  out- 
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number  the  presbyterians,  and  outweigh  their  interest,    chap. 
But  this  confederacy  was  composed  of  dissonant  parts,  v    ^^^'   > 
from  which  no  harmony  could  be  expected.     The  pres-     ^702. 
byterians  and  revolutioners  were  headed  by  the  Duke  of  oidmixon. 
Argyle.     The  country  party  of  malecontents,  which  took  Jj°J^®*'® 
its  rise  from  the  disappointments  of  the  Darien  settle-  Lamberty's 
ment,  acted  under  the  auspices  of  the  Duke  of  Hamilton  ^  ®™' 
and  Marquis  of  Tweeddale ;  and  the  Earl  of  Hume  ap-  quieres. 
peared  as  chief  of  the  anti-revolutioners.     The  diiferent  ThJ^if* 
parties,  who  now  united,  pursued  the  most  opposite  ends.  Lockhart's 
The  majority  of  the  country-party  were  friends  to  the  Livwofthe 
Revolution,  and  sought  only  redress  of  the  grievances  AdmiraiB. 
which  the  nation  had  sustained  in  the  late  reign.     ThotheDukeof 
anti-revolutioners  considered  the  accession  and  govern-  Maribo- 
ment  of  King  William  as  an  extraordinary  event,  which  Dufh^sof 
they  were  willing  to  forget,  believing  that  all  parties  were  JJ^^^/*' 
safe  under  the  shelter  of  her  majesty's  general  indemnity.  Apoi. 
The  Jacobites  submitted  to  the  queen,  as  tutrix  or  regent 
for  the  Prince  of  Wales,  whom  they  firmly  believed  she 
intended  to  establish  on  the  throne.     The  whigs  under 
Argyle,  alarmed  at  the  coalition  of  all  their  enemies, 
resolved   to  procure  a  parliamentary  sanction  for   the 
Revolution. 

The  Parliament  being  opened  on  the  sixth  day  of  May,     i703. 
at  Edinburgh,  by  the  Duke  of  Queensberry,  as  commis-  h^teirthe 
sioner,  the  queen's  letter  was  read,   in  which  she  de-^*^*™®"* 
manded  a  supply  for  the  maintenance  of  the  forces,  ad-  kingdom. 
vised  them  to  encourage  trade,  and  exhorted  them  to 
proceed  with  wisdom,  prudence,  and  unanimity.     The 
Duke  of  Hamilton  immediately  offered  the  draft  of  a 
bill  for  recognizing  her  majesty's  undoubted  right  and 
title  to  the  imperial  crown  of  Scotland,  according  to  the 
declaration  of  the  estates  of  the  kingdom,  containing  the 
claim  of  right.    It  was  immediately  received  ;  and,  at  the 
second  reading,  the  queen's  advocate  offered  an  additional 
clause,  denouncing  the  penalties  of  treason  against  any 
person  who  should  question  her  majesty's  right  and  title 
to  the  crown,  or  her  exercise  of  the  government,  from  her 
actual  entry  to  the  same.     This,  after  a  long  and  warm 
debate,  was  carried  by  the  concurrence  of  the  anti-revo- 
lutioners.    Then  the  Earl  of  Hume  produced  the  draft 
of  a  bill  for  the  supply :  immediately  after  it  was  read. 
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CHAP,  the  Marquis  of  Tweeddale  made  an  overture,  that,  before 
.  ^^^'  .  all  other  business,  the  Parliament  would  proceed  to  make 
^703.  such  conditions  of  government,  and  regulations  in  the  con- 
stitution of  the  kingdom,  to  take  place  after  the  decease 
of  her  majesty  and  the  heirs  of  her  body,  as  should  be 
necessary  for  the  preservation  of  their  religion  and  liberty. 
This  overture  and  the  bill  v^ere  ordered  to  lie  upon  the 
table,  and  in  the  mean  time,  the  commissioner  found 
himself  involved  in  great  perplexity.  The  Duke  of  Ar- 
gyle,  the  Marquis  of  Annandale,and  the  Earl  of  March- 
moot,  gave  him  to  understand  in  private,  that  they  vrere 
resolved  to  move  for  an  act,  ratifying  the  Revolution ; 
and  for  another,  confirming  the  presbyterian  government : 
that  they  would  insist  upon  their  being  discussed  before 
the  bill  of  supply,  and  that  they  were  certain  of  carrying 
the  points  at  which  they  aimed.  The  commissioner  now 
found  himself  reduced  to  a  very  disagreeable  alternative. 
There  was  a  necessity  for  relinquishing  all  hope  of  a  sup- 
ply, or  abandoning  the  anti-revolutioners,  to  whom  he 
was  connected  by  promises  of  concurrence.  The  whigs 
were  determined  to  oppose  all  schemes  of  supply  that 
should  come  from  the  cavaliers ;  and  these  last  resolved 
to  exert  their  whole  power  in  preventing  the  confirmation 
of  the  Revolution  and  the  presbyterian  discipline.  He 
foresaw  that  on  this  occasion  the  whigs  would  be  joined 
by  the  Duke  of  Hamilton  and  his  party,  so  as  to  pre- 
ponderate against  the  cavaliers.  He  endeavoured  to 
cajole  both  parties ;  but  found  the  task  impracticable. 
He  desired  in  Parliament,  that  the  act  for  the  supply 
might  be  read,  promising  that  they  should  have  full  time 
afterwards  to  deliberate  on  other  subjects.  The  Marquis 
of  Tweeddale  insisted  upon  his  overture ;  and  after  warm 
debates,  the  House  resolved  to  proceed  with  such  acts 
as  might  be  necessary  for  securing  the  religion,  liberty, 
and  trade  of  the  nation,  before  any  bill  for  supply  or 
other  business  should  be  discussed.  The  Marquis  of 
Athol  oifered  an  act  for  the  security  of  the  kingdom,  in 
case  of  her  majesty's  decease ;  but  before  it  was  read,  the 
Duke  of  Argyle  presented  his  draft  of  a  bill  for  ratifying 
the  Revolution,  and  all  the  acts  following  thereupon. 
An  act  for  limiting  the  succession  after  the  death  of  her 
majesty,  and  the  heirs  of  her  body,  was  produced  by 
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Mr.  Fletcher  of  Saltoun.  The  Earl  of  Rothes  recom-  chap. 
mended  another,  importing,  that  after  her  majesty's  death,  *_X^^ 
and  failing  heirs  of  her  body,  no  person  coming  to  the  ^'^^^* 
crown  of  Scotland,  being  at  the  same  time  King  or  Queen 
of  England,  should,  as  King  or  Queen  of  Scotland,  have 
power  to  make  peace  or  war  without  the  consent  of  Par- 
liament, The  Earl  of  Marchmont  recited  the  draft  of  an 
act  for  securing  the  true  Protestant  religion  and  presby- 
terian  government :  one  was  also  suggested  by  Sir  Pa- 
trick Johnson,  allowing  the  importation  of  wines,  and 
other  foreign  liquors.  AH  these  bills  were  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table.  Then  the  Earl  of  Strathmore  produced  an 
act  for  toleration  to  all  Protestants  in  the  exercise  of 
religious  worship.  But  against  this  the  general  assembly 
presented  a  most  violent  remonstrance:  and  the  pro- 
moters of  the  bill,  foreseeing  that  it  would  meet  with 
great  opposition,  allowed  it  to  drop  for  the  present.  On 
the  third  day  of  June,  the  Parliament  passed  the  act  for 
preserving  the  true  reformed  Protestant  religion,  and  con- 
firming  presbyterian  church  government,  as  agreeable  to 
the  word  of  God,  and  the  only  government  of  Christ's 
church  within  the  kingdom.  The  same  party  enjoyed  a 
further  triumph  in  the  success  of  Argyle's  act,  for  rati- 
fying and  perpetuating  the  first  act  of  King  William's 
Parliament ;  for  declaring  it  high  treason  to  disown  the 
authority  of  that  Parliament,  or  to  alter  or  renovate  the 
claim  of  right,  or  any  article  thereof.  This  last  clause  was 
strenuously  opposed  ;  but  at  last  the  bill  passed,  with  the 
concurrence  of  all  the  ministry,  except  the  Marquis  of 
Athol  and  the  Viscount  Tarbat,  who  began  at  this  period 
to  correspond  with  the  opposite  party. 

The  cavaliers  thinking  themselves  betrayed  by  the  Duke  The  com- 
of  Queensberry,  who  had  assented  to  these  acts,  first  ex-  Xndoned 
postulated  with  him  on  his  breach  of  promise,  and  then  ^y  th©  ca- 
renounced  his  interest,  resolving  to  separate  themselves 
from  the  court,  and  jointly  pursue  such  measures  as  might 
be  for  the  interest  of  their  party.     But  of  all  the  bills 
that  were  produced  in  the  course  of  this  remarkable  ses- 
sion, that  which  produced  the  most  violent  altercation 
was  the  act  of  security,  calculated  to  abridge  the  prero- 
gative of  the  crown,  limit  the  successor,  and  throw  a  vast 
additional  power  into  the  hands  of  the  Parliament.     It 
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CHAP,  was  considered  paragraph  by  paragraph :  many  additions 
^^II.  and  alterations  were  proposed,  and  some  adopted :  in- 
17^3.  flammatory  speeches  were  uttered ;  bitter  sarcasms  re- 
torted from  party  to  party ;  and  diiferent  votes  passed  on 
different  clauses.  At  length,  in  spite  of  the  most  obsti- 
nate opposition  from  the  ministry  and  the  cavaliers,  it 
was  passed  by  a  majority  of  fifty-nine  voices.  The  com- 
missioner was  importuned  to  give  it  the  royal  assent ;  but 
declined  answering  their  entreaties  till  the  tenth  day  of 
September.  Then  he  made  a  speech  in  Parliament, 
giving  them  to  understand  that  he  had  received  the 
queen's  pleasure,  and  was  empowered  to  give  the  royal 
assent  to  all  the  acts  voted  in  this  session,  except  to  the 
act  for  the  security  of  the  kingdom.  A  motion  was  made 
to  solicit  the  royal  assent  in  an  address  to  her  majesty ; 
but  the  question  being  put,  it  was  carried  in  the  negative 
by  a  small  majority.  On  the  sixth  day  of  the  same  month, 
the  Earl  of  Marchmont  had  produced  a  bill  to  settle  the 
succession  on  the  house  of  Hanover.  At  first  the  import 
of  it  was  not  known ;  but  when  the  clerk  in  reading  it 
mentioned  the  Princess  Sophia,  the  whole  House  was 
kindled  into  a  flame.  Some  proposed  that  the  overture 
should  be  burned  :  others  moved  that  the  earl  might  be 
sent  prisoner  to  the  castle  :  and  a  general  dissatisfaction 
appeared  in  the  whole  assembly.  Not  that  the  majority 
in  Parliament  were  averse  to  the  succession  in  the  House 
of  Hanover;  but  they  resolved  to  avoid  a  nomination 
without  stipulating  conditions ;  and  they  had  already  pro* 
vided  in  the  act  of  security,  that  it  should  be  high  treason 
to  own  any  person  as  king  or  queen  after  her  majesty's 
decease,  until  he  or  she  should  take  the  coronation  oath, 
and  accept  the  terms  of  the  claim  of  right,  and  such 
conditions  as  should  be  settled  in  this  or  any  ensuing 
Parliament. 
He  is  in  Andrew  Fletcher,  of  Saltoun,  a  man  of  undaunted 
danger  of  eourago  and  inflexible  integrity,  who  professed  republican 
suddenly  principles,  and  seemed  designed  by  nature  as  a  member 
the  pStL  ^^  some  Grecian  commonwealth,  after  having  observed 
ment.  that  the  nation  would  be  enslaved,  should  it  submit,  either 
willingly  or  by  commission,  to  the  successor  of  England, 
without  such  conditions  of  government  as  should  secure 
them  against  the  influence  of  an  English  ministry,  offered 
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the  draft  of  an  act,  importing,  that  after  the  decease  of  chap. 
her  majesty,  without  heirs  of  her  body,  no  person  being  v  ^^^'  > 
successor  to  the  English  throne  should  succeed  to  the  ^^^^* 
crown  of  Scotland,  but  under  the  following  limitations, 
which,  together  with  the  coronation  oath  and  claim  of 
right,  they  should  swear  to  observe;  namely,  that  all 
offices  and  places,  civil  and  military,  as  well  as  pensions, 
should  for  the  future  be  conferred  by  a  Parliament,  to  be 
chosen  at  every  Michaelmas  head-court,  to  sit  on  the  first 
day  of  November,  and  adjourn  themselves  from  time  to 
time,  till  the  ensuing  Michaelmas:  that  they  should  choose 
their  own  president :  that  a  committee  of  six-and-thirty 
members,  chosen  out  of  the  whole  Parliament,  without 
distinction  of  estates,  should,  during  the  intervals  of  Par- 
liament, be  vested,  under  the  king,  with  the  administra- 
tion of  the  government,  act  as  his  council,  be  accountable 
to  Parliament,  and  call  it  together  on  extraordinary  oc- 
casions. He  proposed  that  the  successor  should  be  no- 
minated by  the  majority ;  declaring  for  himself  that  he 
would  rather  concur  in  nominating  the  most  rigid  Papist 
Avith  those  conditions  than  the  truest  Protestant  without 
them.  The  motion  was  seconded  by  many  members ; 
and  though  postponed  for  the  present,  in  favour  of  an  act 
of  trade  under  the  consideration  of  the  House,  it  was 
afterwards  resumed  with  great  warmth.  In  vain  the  lord- 
treasurer  represented  that  no  funds  were  as  yet  provided 
for  the  army,  and  moved  for  a  reading  of  the  act  presented 
for  that  purpose :  a  certain  member  observed,  that  this 
was  a  very  unseasonable  juncture  to  propose  a  supply, 
when  the  House  had  so  much  to  do  for  the  security  of 
the  nation :  he  said  they  had  very  little  encouragement 
to  grant  supplies,  when  they  found  themselves  frustrated 
of  all  their  labour  and  expense  for  these  several  months; 
and  when  the  whole  kingdom  saw  that  supplies  served  for 
no  other  use  but  to  gratify  the  avarice  of  some  insatiable 
ministers,  Mr.  Fletcher  expatiated  upon  the  good  con-* 
sequences  that  would  arise  from  the  act  which  he  had 
proposed.  The  chancellor  answered,  that  such  an  act  was 
laying  a  scheme  for  a  commonwealth,  and  tending  to  in- 
novate the  constitution  of  the  monarchy.  The  ministry 
proposed  a  state  of  a  vote,  whether  they  should  first  give 
a  reading  to  Fletcher's  act,  or  to  the  act  of  subsidy.  The 
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CHAP,   country  party  moved  that  the  question  might  be,  "  Over- 

v ^_L>  tures  for  subsidies,  or  overtures  for  liberty/'     Fletcher 

1703.  withdrew  his  act,  rather  than  people  should  pervert  the 
meaning  of  laudable  designs.  The  House  resounded  with 
the  cry  of  "  Liberty  or  subsidy."  Bitter  invectives  were 
uttered  against  the  ministry.  One  member  said,  it  was 
now  plain  the  nation  was  to  expect  no  other  return  for 
their  expense  and  toil,  than  that  of  being  loaded  with  a 
subsidy,  and  being  obliged  to  bend  their  necks  under  the 
yoke  of  slavery,  which  was  prepared  for  them  from  that 
throne:  another  observed,  that  as  their  liberties  were 
suppressed,  so  the  privileges  of  Parliament  were  like  to 
be  torn  from  them ;  but  that  he  would  venture  his  life 
in  defence  of  his  birthright,  and  rather  die  a  free  man 
than  live  a  slave.  When  the  vote  was  demanded,  and 
declined  by  the  commissioner,  the  Earl  of  Roxburgh  de- 
clared, that  if  there  was  no  other  way  of  obtaining  so 
natural  and  undeniable  a  privilege  of  Parliament,  they 
would  demand  it  with  their  swords  in  their  hands.  The 
commissioner,  foreseeing  this  spirit  of  freedom  and  con- 
tradiction, had  ordered  the  foot  guard  to  be  in  readiness, 
and  placed  a  strong  guard  upon  the  eastern  gate  of  the 
city.  Notwithstanding  these  precautions,  he  ran  the  risk 
of  being  torn  in  pieces ;  and,  in  this  apprehension,  ordered 
the  chancellor  to  inform  the  House,  that  the  Parliament 
should  proceed  upon  overtures  for  liberty  at  their  next 
sitting.  This  promise  allayed  the  ferment  which  had 
begun  to  rise.  Next  day  the  members  prepared  an  over- 
ture, implying,  that  the  elective  members  should  be  chosen 
for  every  seat  at  the  Michaelmas  head-courts:  that  a 
Parliament  should  be  held  once  in  two  years  at  least : 
that  the  short  adjournments  de  die  in  diem  shoi^d  be  made 
by  the  Parliaments  themselves,  as  in  England ;  and  that 
no  officer  in  the  army,  customs,  or  excise,  nor  any  gra- 
tuitous pensioner,  should  sit  as  an  elective  member.  The 
-commissioner  being  apprized  of  their  proceedings,  called 
for  such  acts  as  he  was  empowered  to  pass,  and  having 
given  the  royal  assent  to  them,  prorogued  the  Parliament 
to  the  twelfth  day  of  October  ^     Such  was  the  issue  of 

s  Though  the  queen  refused  to  pass  the  act  of  security,  the  royal  assent  was 
granted  to  an  act  of  limitation  on  the  successor,  in  which  it  was  declared,  that  no 
King  or  Queen  of  Scotland  should  have  power  to  make  war  or  peace  without  con- 
sent of  Parliament.    Another  law  was  enacted,  allowing  French  wines  and  other 
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this  remarkable  session  of  the  Scottish  Parliament,  in    chap. 

VTT 

which  the  Duke  of  Queensberry  was  abandoned  by  the  \ ,J^ 

greatest  part  of  the  ministry ;  and  such  a  spirit  of  ferocity  ^^^^* 
and  opposition  prevailed,  as  threatened  the  whole  king- 
dom with  civil  war  and  confusion.  The  queen  conferred 
titles  upon  those**  who  appeared  to  have  influence  in  the 
nation,  and  attachment  to  her  government,  and  revived 
the  Order  of  the  Thistle,  which  the  late  king  had  dropped. 

Ireland  was  filled  with  discontent,  by  the  behaviour  Proceed- 
and  conduct  of  the  trustees  for  the  forfeited  estates.  The  iiSi  Par- 
Earl  of  Rochester  had  contributed  to  foment  the  troubles  i»«ment. 
of  the  kingdom,  by  encouraging  the  factions  which  had 
been  imported  from  England.  The  Duke  of  Ormond  was 
received  with  open  arms,  as  heir  to  the  virtues  of  his  an- 
cestors, who  had  been  the  bulwarks  of  the  Protestant  in- 
terest in  Ireland.  He  opened  the  Parliament  on  the 
twenty-first  day  of  September,  with  a  speech  to  both 
Houses,  in  which  he  told  them,  that  his  inclination,  his 
interest,  and  the  examples  of  his  progenitors,  were  indis* 
pensable  obligations  upon  him,  to  improve  every  oppor- 
tunity to  the  advantage  and  prosperity  of  his  native 
country.  The  Commons  having  chosen  Allen  Broderick 
to  be  their  speaker,  proceeded  to  draw  up  very  affection- 
ate addresses  to  the  queen  and  the  lord  lieutenant.  In 
that  to  the  queen  they  complained,  that  their  enemies 
had  misrepresented  them,  as  desirous  of  being  independ- 
ent of  the  crown  of  England ;  they,  therefore,  to  vindicate 
themselves  from  such  false  aspersions,  declared  and  ac- 
knowledged, that  the  kingdom  of  Ireland  was  annexed 
and  united  to  the  imperial  crown  of  England.  In  order 
to  express  their  hatred  of  the  trustees,  they  resolved  that 
all  the  Protestant  freeholders  of  that  kingdom  had  been 

liquors  to  be  imported  in  neutral  bottoms  :  without  this  expedient,  it  was  alleged, 
that  the  revenue  would  have  been  insufficient  to  maintain  the  government.  An  act 
passed  in  favour  of  the  company  trading  to  Africa  and  the  Indies ;  another  for  a 
commission  concerning  the  public  accounts  ;  a  third  for  punishing  slanderous 
speeches  and  writings.  The  commission  for  treating  of  a  union  with  England  was 
vacated,  with  a  prohibition  to  grant  any  other  commission  for  that  purpose  without 
consent  of  Parliament ;  and  no  supply  having  been  provided  before  the  adjourn- 
ment, the  army  and  expense  of  government  were  maintained  upon  credit. 

^  The  Marquis  of  Athol,  and  the  Marquis  of  Douglas,  though  this  last  was  a 
minor,  were  created  dukes.  Lord  Tarbat  was  invested  with  the  title  of  Earl  of 
Cromarty  ;  the  Viscounts  Stair  and  Roseberry  were  promoted  to  the  same  dignity. 
Lord  Boyle  was  created  Earl  of  Glasgow  ;  James  Stewart,  of  Bute,  Earl  of  Bute  ; 
Charles  Hope,  of  Hopetoun,  flarl  of  Hopetoun  ;  John  Crawford,  of  Kilbimie,  Vis- 
count Garnock ;  and  Sir  James  Primrose,  of  Carrington,  Viscount  Primrose. 
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CHAP,  falsely  and  maliciously  misrepresented,  traduced,  and 
v_Z3^  abused,  in  a  book  entitled  "  The  Report  of  the  Commis- 
1703.  sioners  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  Irish  Forfeitures ;" 
and  it  appearing  that  Francis  Annesley,  member  of  the 
House,  John  Trenchard,  Henry  Langford,  and  James 
Hamilton,  were  authors  of  that  book,  they  further  re- 
solved, that  these  persons  had  scandalously  and  malici- 
ously misrepresented  and  traduced  the  Protestant  free- 
holders of  that  kingdom,  and  endeavoured  to  create  a 
misunderstanding  and  jealousy  between  the  people  of 
England  and  the  Protestants  of  Ireland.  Annesley  was 
expelled  the  House,  Hamilton  was  dead,  and  Trenchard 
had  returned  to  England.  They  had  finished  the  inquiry 
before  the  meeting  of  this  Parliament ;  and  sold,  at  an 
under  value,  the  best  of  the  forfeited  estates  to  the  sword- 
blade  company  of  England.  This,  in  a  petition  to  the 
Irish  Parliament,  prayed  that  the  heads  of  a  bill  be  brought 
in  for  enabling  them  to  take  conveyance  of  lands  in  Ire- 
land ;  but  the  Parliament  was  very  little  disposed  to  con- 
firm the  bargains  of  the  trustees,  and  the  petition  lay 
neglected  on  the  table.  The  House  expelled  John  Asgill, 
who,  as  agent  to  the  sword-blade  company,  had  offered 
to  lend  money  to  the  public  in  Ireland,  on  condition  that 
the  Parliament  would  pass  an  act  to  confirm  the  Com- 
pany's purchase  of  the  forfeited  estates.  His  constituents 
disowned  his  proposal ;  and  when  he  was  summoned  to 
appear  before  the  House,  and  answer  for  his  prevarica- 
tion, he  pleaded  his  privilege  as  member  of  the  English 
Parliament.  The  Commons,  in  a  representation  of  the 
state  and  grievances  of  the  nation,  gave  her  majesty  to 
understand,  that  the  constitution  of  Ireland  had  been  of 
late  greatly  shaken ;  and  their  lives,  liberties,  and  estates, 
called  in  question,  and  tried  in  a  manner  unknown  to 
their  ancestors ;  that  the  expense  to  which  they  had  been 
unnecessarily  exposed  by  the  late  trustees  for  the  forfeited 
estates,  in  defending  their  just  rights  and  titles,  had  ex- 
ceeded in  value  the  current  cash  of  the  kingdom:  that  their 
trade  was  decayed,  their  money  exhausted,  and  that  they 
were  hindered  from  maintaining  their  own  manufactures: 
that  many  Protestant  families  had  been  constrained  to 
quit  the  kingdom,  in  order  to  earn  a  livelihood  in  foreign 
countries :  that  the  want  of  frequent  Parliaments  in  Ire- 
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land  had  encouraged  evil-minded  men  to  oppress  the   jchap« 
subject :  that  many  civil  officers  had  acquired  great  for-  v    ^^^'  . 
tunes  in  that  impoverished  country,  by  the  exercise  of    ^^oa. 
corruption  and  oppression :  that  others,  in  considerable 
employments,  resided  in  another  kingdom,  neglecting 
personal  attendance  on  their  duty,   while  their  offices 
were  ill-executed,  to  the  detriment  of  the  public,  and 
the  failure  of  justice.     They  declared,  that  it  was  from 
her  majesty's  gracious  interposition  alone  they  proposed 
to  themselves  relief  from  those  their  manifold  grievances 
and  misfortunes.     The  Commons  afterwards  voted  the 
necessary  supplies,  and  granted  one  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  pounds  to  make  good  the  deficiencies  of  the 
necessary  branches  of  the  establishment. 

They  appointed  a  committee  to  inspect  the  public  They  pass  a 
accounts,  by  which  they  discovered,  that  above  one  hun-  ^^t**'* 
dred  thousand  pounds  had  been  falsely  charged  as  a  debt  Papists, 
upon  the  nation.  The  committee  was  thanked  by  the 
House  for  having  saved  this  sum,  and  ordered  to  examine 
what  persons  were  concerned  in  such  a  misrepresenta- 
tion, which  was  generally  imputed  to  those  who  acted 
under  the  Duke  of  Ormond.  He  himself  was  a  noble- 
man of  honour  and  generosity,  addicted  to  pleasure,  and 
fond  of  popular  applause;  but  he  was  surrounded  by 
people  of  more  sordid  principles,  who  had  ingratiated 
themselves  into  his  confidence  by  the  arts  of  adulation. 
The  Commons  voted  a  provision  for  the  half-pay  officers ; 
and  abolished  pensions  to  the  amount  of  seventeen  thou- 
sand pounds  a  year,  as  unnecessary  branches  of  the  esta- 
blishment. They  passed  an  act  settling  the  succession 
of  the  crown,  after  the  pattern  set  them  by  England : 
but  the  most  important  transaction  of  this  session  was  a 
severe  bill  to  prevent  the  growth  of  popery.  It  bore  a 
strong  affinity  to  that  which  had  passed  three  years  be- 
fore in  England ;  but  contained  more  eifectual  clauses. 
Among  others,  it  enacted,  that  all  estates  of  Papists 
should  be  equally  divided  among  the  children,  notwith- 
standing any  settlement  to  the  contrary,  unless  the  per- 
sons to  whom  they  might  be  settled  should  qualify  them- 
selves by  taking  the  oaths,  and  communicating  with  the 
Church  of  England.  The  bill  was  not  at  all  agreeable  to 
the  ministry  in  England,  who  expected  large  presents 
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CHAP,   from  the  Papists,  by  whom  a  considerable  sum  had  been 
.  ^^^'  .  actually  raised  for  this  purpose.     But  as  they  did  not 
1703,     think  proper  to  reject  such  a  bill  while  the  English  Par- 
liament was  sitting,  they  added  a  clause  which  they  hoped 
the  Parliament  of  Ireland  would  refuse,  namely,  that  no 
persons  in  that  kingdom  should  be  capable  of  any  employ- 
ment, or  of  being  in  the  magistracy  of  any  city,  who  did 
not  qualify  themselves  by  receiving  the  sacrament  accord- 
ing to  the  test  act  passed  in  England.     Though  this  was 
certainly  a  great  hardship  on  the  Dissenters,  the  Par- 
liament of  Ireland  sacrificed  this  consideration  to  their 
common  security  against  the  Roman  Catholics,  and  ac- 
cepted the  amendment  without  hesitation.     This  affair 
being  discussed,  the  Commons  of  Ireland  passed  a  vote 
against  a  book  entitled  "Memoirs  of  the   late  King 
James  II."  as  a  seditious  libel.     They  ordered  it  to  be 
burnt  by  the  hands  of  the  common  hangman  ;  and  the 
bookseller  and  printer  to  be  prosecuted.     When  this 
motion  was  made,  a  member  informed  the  House,  that 
in  the  county  of  Limerick,  the  Irish  Papists  had  begun 
to  form  themselves  into  bodies ;  to  plunder  the  Protest- 
ants of  their  arms  and  money ;  and  to  maintain  a  cor- 
respondence  with    the   disaffected   in  England.      The 
House   immediately  resolved,   that  the  Papists  of  the 
kingdom  still  retained  hopes  of  the  accession  of  the  per- 
son known  by  the  name  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  in  the 
lifetime  of  the  late  King  James,  and  now  by  the  name 
of  James  III.     In  the  midst  of  this  zeal  against  popery 
and  the  pretender  they  were  suddenly  adjourned  by  the 
command  of  the  lord-lieutenant,  and  broke  up  in  great 
animosity  against  that  nobleman*. 
TheEiectop     The  attention  of  the  English  ministry  had  been  for 
defeatethe  somo  time  chicfly  engrossed  by  the  affairs  of  the  con- 
•"te  Ts^     tinent.     The  emperor  agreed  with  the  allies,  that  his  son 
dingeii,and  the  Archduke  Charles  should  assume  the  title  of  King  of 
^s^oHV  ®P^^^'  demand  the  Infanta  of  Portugal  in  marriage,  and 
Ratisbon.   Undertake  something  of  importance,  with  the  assistance 
of  the  maritime  powers.      Mr.  Methuen,  the  English 

i  They  had  besides  the  bills  already  mentioned  passed  an  act  for  an  additional 
excise  on  beer,  ale,  and  other  liquors :  another  encouraging  the  importation  of 
iron  and  staves  :  a  third  for  preventing  popish  priests  from  coming  into  the  king- 
dom :  a  fourth  securing  the  liberty  of  the  subject ;  and  for  prevention  of  impri- 
sonment beyond  seas :  and  a  fifth  for  naturalizing  all  Protestant  strangers. 


ANNE.  419 

minister  at  Lisbon,  had  already  made  some  progress  in  ^hap, 
a  treaty  with  his  Portuguese  majesty ;  and  the  court  of  y^^:^,.!^ 
Vienna  promised  to  send  such  an  army  into  the  field  as  ^^^^ 
would  in  a  little  time  drive  the  Elector  of  Bavaria  from 
his  dominions.  But  they  were  so  dilatory  in  their  pre- 
parations, that  the  French  king  broke  all  their  measures, 
by  sending  powerful  reinforcements  to  the  elector,  in 
whose  ability  and  attachment  Louis  reposed  great  con- 
fidence. Mareschal  Villars,  who  commanded  an  army 
of  thirty  thousand  men  at  Strasburg,  passed  the  Rhine, 
and  reduced  fort  Kehl,  the  garrison  of  which  was  con- 
ducted to  Philipsburgh.  The  emperor,  alarmed  at  this 
event,  ordered  Count  Schlick  to  enter  Bavaria  on  the 
side  of  Saltsburgh,  with  a  considerable  body  of  forces ; 
and  sent  another  under  Count  Stirum,  to  invade  the  same 
electorate  by  the  wayof  Newmark,  which  was  surrendered 
to  him  after  he  had  routed  a  party  of  Bavarians :  the 
city  of  Amberg  met  with  the  same  fate.  Meanwhile 
Count  Schlick  defeated  a  body  of  militia  that  defended 
the  lines  of  Saltsburgh,  and  made  himself  master  of 
Riedt,  and  several  other  places.  The  elector  assembling 
his  forces  near  Brenau,  diifused  a  report  that  he  intended 
to  besiege  Passau,  to  cover  which  place  Schlick  advanced 
with  the  greatest  part  of  his  infantry,  leaving  behind  his 
cavalry  and  cannon.  The  elector  having  by  this  feint 
divided  the  imperialists,  passed  the  bridge  of  Scardingen 
with  twelve  thousand  men,  and,  after  an  obstinate  en- 
gagement, compelled  the  imperialists  to  abandon  the 
field  of  battle  :  then  he  marched  against  the  Saxon  troops 
which  guarded  the  artillery ;  and  attacked  them  with 
such  impetuosity,  that  they  were  entirely  defeated.  In 
a  few  days  after  these  actions  he  took  Newburgh  on  the 
Inn  by  capitulation.  He  obtained  another  advantage 
over  an  advanced  post  of  the  imperialists  near  Burgenfelt, 
commanded  by  the  young  Prince  of  Brandenburgh 
Anspach,  who  was  mortally  wounded  in  the  engage- 
ment. He  advanced  to  Ratisbon,  where  the  diet  of  the 
empire  was  assembled,  and  demanded  that  he  should  be 
immediately  put  in  possession  of  the  bridge  and  gate 
of  the  city.  The  burghers  immediately  took  to  their 
arms,  and  planted  cannon  on  the  ramparts :  but  when 
they  saw  a  battery  erected  against  them,  and  the  elector 
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CHAP,  determined  to  bombard  the  place,  they  thought  proper 
^  ^J^'  »  to  capitulate,  and  comply  with  his  demands.  He  took 
1703.  possession  of  the  town  on  the  eighth  day  of  April,  and 
signed  an  instrument,  obliging  himself  to  withdraw  his 
troops  as  soon  as  the  emperor  should  ratify  the  diet's 
resolution  for  the  neutrality  of  Ratisbon.  Mareschal 
Villars  having  received  orders  to  join  the  elector  at  all 
events,  and  being  reinforced  by  a  body  of  troops  under 
Count  Tallard,  resolved  to  break  through  the  lines  which 
the  Prince  of  Baden  had  made  at  Stolhoffen.  This 
general  had  been  luckily  joined  by  eight  Dutch  batta- 
lions, and  received  the  French  army,  though  double  his 
number,  with  such  obstinate  resolution,  that  Villars  was 
obliged  to  retreat  with  great  loss,  and  directed  his  route 
towards  OfBngen.  Nevertheless,  he  penetrated  through 
the  Black-Forest,  and  effected  a  junction  with  the  elector. 
Count  Stirum  endeavoured  to  join  Prince  Louis  of 
Baden ;  but  being  attacked  near  Schwemmingen,  retired 
under  the  cannon  of  Nortlingen. 
The  allies  The  Confederates  were  more  successful  on  the  Lower 
Bo^I  Rhine  and  in  the  Netherlands.  The  Duke  of  Marl- 
borough crossed  the  sea  in  the  beginning  of  April ;  and 
assembling  the  allied  army,  resolved  that  the  campaign 
should  be  begun  with  the  siege  of  Bonne,  which  was 
accordingly  invested  on  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  April. 
Three  different  attacks  were  carried  on  against  this 
place :  one  by  the  Hereditary  Prince  of  Hesse-Cassel ; 
another  by  the  celebrated  Coehom ;  and  a  third  by  Lieu- 
tenant-General  Fagel.  The  garrison  defended  them- 
selves vigorously  till  the  fourteenth  day  of  May,  when 
the  fort  having  been  taken  by  assault,  and  the  breaches 
rendered  practicable,  the  Marquis  d'Alegre,  the  governor, 
ordered  a  parley  to  be  beat :  hostages  were  immediately 
exchanged  ;  on  the  sixteenth  the  capitulation  was  signed ; 
and  in  three  days  the  garrison  evacuated  the  place,  in 
order  to  be  conducted  to  Luxemburgh.  During  the 
siege  of  Bonne,  the  Mareschals  Boufflers  and  Villeroy 
advanced  with  an  army  of  forty  thousand  men  towards 
Tongeren;  and  the  confederate  army,  commanded  by 
M.  D'Auverquerque,  was  obliged  at  their  approach  to 
retreat  under  the  cannon  of  Maestricht.  The  enemy 
having  taken  possession  of  Tongeren,  made   a  motion 
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against  the  confederate  army,  which  they  found  already  chap. 
drawn  up  in  order  of  battle,  and  so  advantageously  posted,  ^  ^l^'  . 
that  notwithstanding  their  great  superiority  in  point  of  ^703. 
number,  they  would  not  hazard  an  attack,  but  retired  to 
the  ground  from  whence  they  had  advanced.  Immediately 
after  the  reduction  of  Bonne,  the  Duke  of  Marlborough, 
who  had  been  present  at  the  siege,  returned  to  the  con- 
federate army  in  the  Netherlands,  now  amounting  to  one 
hundred  and  thirty  squadrons,  and  fifty-nine  battalions. 
On  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  May,  the  duke  having  passed 
the  river  Jecker,  in  order  to  give  battle  to  the  enemy, 
they  marched  with  precipitation  to  Boekwem,  and  aban- 
doned Tongeren,  after  having  blown  up  the  walls  of  the 
place  with  gunpowder.  The  duke  continued  to  follow 
them  to  Thys,  where  he  encamped,  while  they  retreated 
to  Hannye,  retiring  as  he  advanced.  Then  he  resolved 
to  force  their  lines  :  this  service  was  effectually  performed 
by  Coehorn,  at  the  point  of  Callo,  and  by  Baron  Spaar, 
in  the  county  of  Waes,  near  Stoken.  The  duke  had 
formed  the  design  of  reducing  Antwerp,  which  was  gar- 
risoned by  Spanish  troops  under  the  command  of  the 
Marquis  de  Bedmar.  He  intended  with  the  grand  army 
to  attack  the  enemy's  lines  on  the  side  of  Louvaine  and 
Mechlin:  he  detached  Coehorn  with  his  flying  camp 
to  the  right  of  the  Scheldt,  towards  Dutch  Flanders,  to 
amuse  the  Marquis  de  Bedmar,  on  that  side ;  and  he 
ordered  the  Baron  Opdam,  with  twelve  thousand  men, 
to  take  post  between  Eckeren  and  Capelle,  near  Ant- 
werp, that  he  might  act  against  that  part  of  the  lines 
which  was  guarded  by  the  Spanish  forces. 

The  French  generals,  in  order  to  frustrate  the  scheme  Battle  of 
of  Marlborough,  resolved  to  cut  off  the  retreat  of  Opdam.  ^<^^®'®°- 
Boufflers,  with  a  detachment  of  twenty  thousand  men 
from  Villeroy's  army,  surprised  him  at  Eckeren,  where 
the  Dutch  were  put  in  disorder ;  and  Opdam,  believing 
all  was  lost,  fled  to  Breda.  Nevertheless,  the  troops 
rallying  under  General  Schlangenburgh,  maintained  their 
ground  with  the  most  obstinate  valour  till  night,  when 
the  enemy  was  obliged  to  retire,  and  left  the  communi- 
cation free  with  fort  Lillo,  to  which  place  the  confede- 
rates marched  without  further  molestation,  having  lost 
about  fifteen  hundred  men  in  the  engagement.     The 
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CHAP,    damage  sustained  by  the  French  was  more  considerable. 

VTT 

_^^_/  They  were  frustrated  in  their  design,  and  had  actually 
1703.  abandoned  the  field  of  battle;  yet  Louis  ordered  Te 
Deum  to  be  sung  for  the  victory :  nevertheless,  Boufflers 
vras  censured  for  his  conduct  on  this  occasion,  and  in  a 
little  time  totally  disgraced.  Opdam  presented  a  justi- 
fication of  his  conduct  to  the  States-General ;  but  by 
this  oversight  he  forfeited  the  fruits  of  a  long  service, 
during  which  he  had  exhibited  repeated  proofs  of 
courage,  zeal,  and  capacity.  The  states  honoured 
Schlangenburgh  with  a  letter  of  thanks  for  the  valour 
and  skill  he  had  manifested  in  this  engagement ;  but  in 
a  little  time  they  dismissed  him  from  his  employment, 
on  account  of  his  having  given  umbrage  to  the  Duke  of 
Marlborough,  by  censuring  his  grace  for  exposing  such  a 
small  number  of  men  to  this  disaster.  After  this  action, 
Villeroy,  who  lay  encamped  near  St.  Job,  declared  he 
would  wait  for  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  who  forthwith 
advanced  to  Hoogstraat,  with  a  view  to  give  him  battle ; 
but,  at  his  approach,  the  French  general,  setting  fire  to 
his  camp,  retired  within  his  lines  with  great  precipitation. 
Then  the  duke  invested  Huy,  the  garrison  of  which,  after 
a  vigorous  defence,  surrendered  themselves  prisoners  of 
war,  on  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  August.  At  a  coun- 
cil of  war  held  in  the  camp  of  the  confederates,  the  duke 
proposed  to  attack  the  enemy's  lines  between  the  Me- 
haigne  and  Leuwe,  and  was  seconded  by  the  Danish, 
Hanoverian,  and  Hessian  generals ;  but  the  scheme  was 
opposed  by  the  Dutch  officers,  and  the  deputies  of  the 
states,  who  alleged  that  the  success  was  dubious,  and  the 
consequences  of  forcing  the  lines  would  be  inconsiderable ; 
they  therefore  recommended  the  siege  of  Limburg,  by 
the  reduction  of  which  they  would  acquire  a  whole  pro- 
vince, and  cover  their  own  country,  as  well  as  Juliers  and 
Gueldres,  from  the  designs  of  the  enemy.  The  siege  of 
Limburg  was  accordingly  undertaken.  The  trenches  were 
opened  on  the  five-and-twentieth  day  of  September,  and 
in  two  days  the  place  was  surrendered  ;  the  garrison  re- 
maining prisoners  of  war.  By  this  conquest  the  allies 
secured  the  country  of  Liege,  and  the  electorate  of  Co- 
logn,  from  the  incursions  of  the  enemy:  before  the  end 
of  the  year,  they  remained  masters  of  the  whole  Spanish 
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Guelderland,  by  the  reduction  of  Gueldres,  which  sur-    ghap. 
rendered  on  the  seventeenth  day  of  September,  after .    ^^^' 
having  been  long  blockaded,  bombarded,  and  reduced  to     ^703. 
a  heap  of  ashes  by  the  Prussian  general,  Lottum.     Such 
was  the  campaign  in  the  Netherlands,  which  in  all  pro- 
bability would  have  produced  events  of  greater  impor- 
tance, had  not  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  been  restricted 
by  the  deputies  of  the  States-General,  who  began  to  be 
influenced  by  the  intrigues  of  the  Louvestein  faction,  ever 
averse  to  a  single  dictator. 

The  French  king  redoubled  his  efforts  in  Germany.  The  Prmce 
The  Duke  de  Vendome  was  ordered  to  march  from  the  defeated  by 
Milanese  to  Tyrol,  and  there  join  the  Elector  of  Bavaria,  the  French 
who  had  already  made  himself  master  of  Inspruck.     But  bl^^"^®' 
the  boors  rising  in  arms,  drove  him  out  of  the  country 
before  he  could  be  joined  by  the  French  general,  who 
was,  therefore,  obliged  to  return  to  the  Milanese.     The 
imperialists  in  Italy  were  so  ill  supplied  by  the  court  of 
Vienna,  that  they  could  not  pretend  to  act  offensively. 
The  French  invested  Ostiglia,  which,  however,  they  could 
not  reduce :  but  the  fortress  of  Barsillo,  in  the  duchy  of 
Reggio,  capitulating  after  a  long  blockade,  they  took  pos- 
session of  the  Duke  of  Modena's  country.     The  Elector 
of  Bavaria  rejoining  Villars,  resolved  to  attack  Count 
Stirum,  whom  Prince  Louis  of  Baden  had  detached  from 
his  army.     With  this  view,  they  passed  the  Danube  at 
Donawert,  and  discharged  six  guns,  as  a  signal  for  the 
Marquis  D'Usson,  whom  they  had  left  in  the  camp  at 
Lavingen,  to  fall  upon  the  rear  of  the  imperialists,  while 
they  should  charge  them  in  front.     Stirum  no  sooner 
perceived  the  signal,  than  he  guessed  the  intention  of 
the  enemy,  and  instantly  resolved  to  attack  D'Usson, 
before  the  elector  and  the  mareschal  should  advance. 
He  accordingly  charged  him  at  the  head  of  some  select 
squadrons   witih    such    impetuosity,   that   the    French 
cavalry  were  totally  defeated ;  and  all  his  infantry  would 
have  been  killed  and  taken,  had  not  the  elector  and 
Villars  come  up  in  time  to  turn  the  fate  of  the  day. 
The  action  continued  from  six  in  the  morning  till  four 
in  the  afternoon,  when  Stirum,  being  overpowered  by 
numbers,  was  obliged  to  retreat  to  NorlingeUj  with  the 
loss  of  twelve  thousand  men,  and  all  his  baggage  and 
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CHAP,   artillery.     In  the  mean  time  the  Duke  of  Burgundy, 
.    ^l^'  J  assisted  by  Tallard,  undertook  the  siege  of  Old  Brisac, 
1703.     ^itii  a  prodigious  train  of  artillery.     The  place  was  very 
strongly  fortified,  though  the  garrison  was  small,  and 
ill  provided  with   necessaries.     In  fourteen   days,  the 
governor  surrendered  the  place,  and  was  condemned  to 
lose  his  head  for  having  made  such  a  slender  defence. 
The  Duke  of  Burgundy  returned  in  triumph  to  Versailles, 
and  Tallard  was  ordered  to  invest  Landau.     The  Prince 
of  Hesse-Cassel  being  detached  from  the  Netherlands 
for  the  relief  of  the  place,  joined  the  Count  of  Nassau- 
Weilbourg,  general  of  the  Palatine  forces,  near  Spires, 
where  they  resolved  to  attack  the  French  in  their  lines. 
But  by  this  time  Monsieur  Pracontal,  with  ten  thousand 
men,  had  joined  Tallard,  and  enabled  him  to  strike  a 
stroke  which  proved  decisive.     He  suddenly  quitted  his 
lines,  and  surprised  the  prince  at  Spirebach,  where  the 
French  obtained  a  complete  victory,  after  a  very  obstinate 
and  bloody  engagement,  in  which  the  Prince  of  Hesse 
distinguished  himself  by  uncommon  marks  of  courage 
and  presence  of  mind.     Three  horses  were  successively 
killed  under  him,  and  he  slew  a  French  officer  with  his 
own  hand.    After  incredible  efforts,  he  was  fain  to  retreat 
with  the  loss  of  some  thousands.    The  French  paid  dear 
for  their  victory,  Pracontal  having  been  slain  in  the  ac- 
tion.    Nevertheless,  they  resumed  the  siege,  and  the 
place  was  surrendered  by  capitulation.     The  campaign 
in  Germany  was  finished  with  the  reduction  of  Augsburgh 
by  the  Elector  of  Bavaria,  who  took  it  in  the  month  of 
December,  and  agreed  to  its  being  secured  by  a  French 
garrison. 
Treaty  be-      The  omperor's  affairs  at  this  juncture  wore  a  very  un- 
em^pTror^  promising  aspect.     The  Hungarians  were  fleeced,"  and 
and  the      barbarously  oppressed,  by  those  to  whom  he  entrusted 
Sa^'^y!*^     the  government  of  their  country.     They  derived  courage 
The  King    from  dcspair.     They  seized  this  opportunity,  when  the 
accedesTo  ©mperor's  forces  were  divided,  and  his  councils  distracted, 
the  grand  to  exort  thomselves  in  defence  of  their  liberties.     They 

alliance  — ^ 

ran  to  arms,  under  the  auspices  of  Prince  Ragotzki. 
They  demanded  that  their  grievances  should  be  redressed, 
and  their  privileges  restored.  Their  resentment  was 
kept  up  by  the  emissaries  of  France  and  Bavaria,  who 
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likewise  encouraged  them  to  persevere  in  their  revolt,  chap. 
by  repeated  promises  of  protection  and  assistance.  The  .  ^^^' 
emperor's  prospect,  however,  was  soon  mended,  by  two  ^703. 
incidents  of  very  great  consequence  to  his  interest.  The 
Duke  of  Savoy,  foreseeing  how  much  he  should  be  ex- 
posed to  the  mercy  of  the  French  king,  should  that 
monarch  become  master  of  the  Milanese,  engaged  in  a 
secret  negotiation  with  the  emperor,  which,  notwithstand- 
ing all  his  caution,  was  discovered  by  the  court  of  Ver- 
sailles. Louis  immediately  ordered  the  Duke  de  Ven- 
dome  to  disarm  the  troops  of  Savoy  that  were  in  his 
army,  to  the  number  of  two-and-twenty  thousand  men ; 
to  insist  upon  the  duke's  putting  him  in  possession  of 
four  considerable  fortresses ;  and  demand  that  the  num- 
ber of  his  troops  should  be  reduced  to  the  establishment 
stipulated  in  the  treaty  of  1696.  The  duke,  exasperated 
at  these  insults,  ordered  the  French  ambassador,  and 
several  officers  of  the  same  nation,  to  be  arrested.  Louis 
endeavoured  to  intimidate  him  by  a  menacing  letter,  in 
which  he  gave  him  to  understand,  that  since  neither  re- 
ligion, honour,  interests,  nor  alliances,  had  been  able  to 
influence  his  conduct,  the  Duke  de  Vendome  should 
make  known  the  intentions  of  the  French  monarch,  and 
allow  him  four-and-twenty  hours  to  deliberate  on  the 
measures  he  should  pursue.  This  letter  was  answered 
by  a  manifesto :  in  the  mean  time,  the  duke  concluded 
a  treaty  with  the  court  of  Vienna ;  acknowledged  the 
Archduke  Charles  as  King  of  Spain ;  and  sent  envoys  to 
England  and  Holland.  Queen  Anne,  knowing  his  im- 
portance, as  well  as  his  selfish  disposition,  assured  him 
of  her  friendship  and  assistance ;  and  both  she  and  the 
states  sent  ambassadors  to  Turin.  He  was  immediately 
joined  by  a  body  of  imperial  horse  under  Visconti,  and 
afterwards  by  Count  Staremberg,  at  the  head  of  fifteen 
thousand  men,  with  whom  that  general  marched  from 
the  Modenese,  in  the  worst  season  of  the  year,  through 
an  enemy's  country,  and  roads  that  were  deemed  impas- 
sable. In  vain  the  French  forces  harassed  him  in  his 
march,  and  even  surrounded  him  in  many  different  places 
on  the  route :  he  surmounted  all  these  difficulties  with 
incredible  courage  and  perseverance,  and  joined  the 
Duke  of  Savoy  at  Canelli,  so  as  to  secure  the  country  of 
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CHAP.  Piedmont.  The  other  incident  which  proved  so  favour- 
.  ^^^'  .  able  to  the  imperial  interest  was  a  treaty  by  which  the 
1703.  King  of  Portugal  acceded  to  the  grand  alliance.  His 
ministry  perceived,  that  should  Spain  be  once  united  to 
the  crown  of  France,  their  master  would  sit  very  insecure 
upon  his  throne.  They  were  intimidated  by  the  united 
fleets  of  the  maritime  powers,  which  maintained  the 
empire  of  the  sea ;  and  they  were  allured  by  the  splen- 
dour of  a  match  between  their  Infanta  and  the  Archduke 
Charles,  to  whom  the  emperor  and  King  of  the  Romans 
promised  to  transfer  all  their  pretensions  to  the  Spanish 
crown.  By  this  treaty,  concluded  at  Lisbon,  between  the 
emperor,  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain,  the  King  of  Por- 
tugal, and  the  States-General,  it  was  stipulated,  that  King 
Charles  should  be  conveyed  to  Portugal  by  a  powerful 
fleet,  having  on  board  twelve  thousand  soldiers,  with  a 
great  supply  of  money,  arms,  and  ammunition ;  and  that 
he  should  be  joined  immediately  upon  his  landing  by 
an  army  of  eight-and-twenty  thousand  Portuguese, 
siraou-  The  confederates  reaped  very  little  advantage  from 
vei  »uis  ***'  t^®  naval  operations  of  this  summer.  Sir  George  Rooke 
with  a  fleet  cruizcd  in  the  channel,  in  order  to  alarm  the  coast  of 
^te^a?^'"  France,  and  protect  the  trade  of  England.  On  the 
nean.  firgt  day  of  July,  Sir  Cloudesley  Shovel  sailed  from  St. 
Helen's,  with  the  combined  squadrons  of  England  and 
Holland ;  he  directed  his  course  to  the  Mediterranean, 
and  being  reduced  to  great  difficulty  by  want  of  water, 
steered  to  Altea,  on  the  coast  of  Valentia,  where  Briga- 
dier Seymour  landed,  and  encamped  with  five-and-twenty 
hundred  marines.  The  admiral  published  a  short  mani- 
festo, signifying  that  he  was  not  come  to  disturb,  but  to 
protect  the  good  subjects  of  Spain,  who  would  swear 
allegiance  to  their  lawful  monarch,  the  Archduke  Charles, 
and  endeavour  to  shake  off  the  yoke  of  France.  This 
declaration  produced  little  or  no  effect ;  and  the  fleet 
being  watered.  Sir  Cloudesley  sailed  to  Leghorn.  One 
design  of  this  armament  was  to  assist  the  Cevennois,  who 
had  in  the  course  of  the  preceding  year  been  persecuted 
into  a  revolt  on  account  of  religion,  and  implored  the 
assistance  of  England  and  the  States-General.  The  ad- 
miral detached  two  ships  into  the  gulf  of  Narbonne,  with 
some  refugees  and  French  pilots,  who  had   concerted 
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signals  with  the  Cevennois :  but  the  Mareschal  de  Mon-  chap. 
trevil  having  received  intimation  of  their  design,  took  .  ^^^-  . 
such  measures  as  prevented  all  communication ;  and  the  noa 
English  captains  having  repeated  their  signals  to  no  pur- 
pose, rejoined  Sir  Cloudesley  at  Leghorn.  This  admiral, 
having  renewed  the  peace  with  the  piratical  states  of 
Barbary,  returned  to  England,  without  having  taken  one 
effectual  step  for  annoying  the  enemy,  or  attempted  any 
thing  that  looked  like  the  result  of  a  concerted  scheme 
for  that  purpose.  The  nation  naturally  murmured  at 
the  fruitless  expedition,  by  which  it  had  incurred  such 
a  considerable  expense.  The  merchants  complained  that 
they  were  ill  supplied  with  convoys.  The  ships  of  war 
were  victualled  with  damaged  provisions;  and  every 
article  of  the  marine  being  mismanaged,  the  blame  fell 
upon  those  who  acted  as  counsel  to  the  lord  high  admiral. 

Nor  were  the  arms  of  England  by  sea  much  more  sue-  Admiral 
cessful  in  the  West  Indies.  Sir  George  Rooke,  in  the  HsTeL 
preceding  year,  had  detached  from  the  Mediterranean  pedition  to 
Captain  Hovenden  Walker  with  six  ships  of  the  line  indilsf*' 
and  transports,  having  on  board  four  regiments  of  soldiers 
for  the  Leeward  Islands.  Being  joined  at  Antigua  by 
some  troops  under  Colonel  Codrington,  they  made  a 
descent  upon  the  island  of  Guadaloupe,  where  they  razed 
the  fort,  burned  the  town,  ravaged  the  country,  and  re- 
embarked  with  precipitation,  in  consequence  of  a  report 
that  the  French  had  landed  nine  hundred  men  on  the 
back  of  the  island.  They  retired  to  Nevis,  where  they 
must  have  perished  by  famine,  had  not  they  been  provi- 
dentially relieved  by  Vice-Admiral  Graydon,  in  his  way 
to  Jamaica.  This  oflScer  had  been  sent  out  with  three 
ships  to  succeed  Benbow,  and  was  convoyed  about  one 
hundred  and  fifty  leagues  by  two  other  ships  of  the  line.  * 
He  had  not  sailed  many  days,  when  he  fell  in  with  part 
of  the  French  squadron,  commanded  by  Du  Casse,  on 
their  return  from  the  West  Indies,  very  foul,  and  richly 
laden.  Captain  Cleland,  of  the  Montagu,  engaged  the 
sternmost ;  but  he  was  called  off  by  a  signal  from  the 
admiral,  who  proceeded  on  his  voyage  without  taking 
further  notice  of  the  enemy.  When  he  arrived  at 
Jamaica,  he  quarrelled  with  the  principal  planters  of 
the  island ;   and  his  ships  beginning   to  be   crazy,   he 
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CHAP,  resolved  to  return  to  England.  He  accordingly  sailed 
V  ^^^'  .  through  the  gulf  of  Florida,  with  a  view  to  attack  the 
1703.  French  at  Placentia,  in  Newfoundland ;  but  his  ships 
were  dispersed  in  a  fog  that  lasted  thirty  days;  and  after- 
wards, the  council  of  war  which  he  convoked  were  of 
opinion  that  he  could  not  attack  the  settlement  with 
any  prospect  of  success.  At  his  return  to  England,  the 
House  of  Lords,  then  sitting,  set  on  foot  an  inquiry  into 
his  conduct.  They  presented  an  address  to  the  queen, 
desiring  she  would  remove  him  from  his  employments ; 
and  he  was  accordingly  dismissed.  The  only  exploit 
that  tended  to  distress  the  enemy  was  performed  by 
Rear-Admiral  Dilkes,  who,  in  the  month  of  July,  sailed 
to  the  coast  of  France  with  a  small  squadron ;  and  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Granville,  took  or  destroyed  about 
forty  ships  and  their  convoy.  Yet  this  damage  was  in- 
considerable when  compared  to  that  which  the  English 
navy  sustained  from  the  dreadful  tempest  that  began  to 
blow  on  the.  twenty-seventh  day  of  November,  accom- 
panied with  such  flashes  of  lightning,  and  peals  of  thun- 
der, as  overwhelmed  the  whole  kingdom  with  conster- 
nation. The  houses  in  London  shook  from  their  foun- 
dations, and  some  of  them  falling,  buried  the  inhabitants 
in  their  ruins.  The  water  overflowed  several  streets, 
and  rose  to  a  considerable  height  in  Westminster-hall. 
London-bridge  was  almost  choked  up  with  the  wrecks 
of  vessels  that  perished  in  the  river.  The  loss  sustained 
by  the  capital  was  computed  at  a  million  sterling ;  and 
the  city  of  Bristol  suffered  to  a  prodigious  amount ;  but 
the  chief  national  damage  fell  upon  the  navy.  Thirteen 
ships  of  war  were  lost,  together  with  fifteen  hundred  sea- 
men, including  Rear-Admiral  Beaumont,  who  had  been 
employed  in  observing  the  Dunkirk  squadron,  and  was 
then  at  anchor  in  the  Downs,  where  his  ship  foundered. 
This  great  loss,  however,  was  repaired  with  incredible 
diligence,  to  the  astonishment  of  all  Europe.  The  queen 
immediately  issued  orders  for  building  a  greater  number 
of  ships  than  that  which  had  been  destroyed,  and  she 
exercised  her  bounty  for  the  relief  of  the  shipwrecked 
seamen,  and  the  widows  of  those  who  were  drowned,  in 
such  a  manner  as  endeared  her  to  all  her  subjects. 
The  emperor  having  declared  his  second  son  Charles 
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King  of  Spain,  that  young  prince  set  out  from  Vienna    chap. 
to  Holland,  and  at  Dusseldorp  was  visited  by  the  Duke  i  ^J^'  - 
of  Marlborough,  who,  in  the  name  of  his  mistress,  con-^7^^- 
gratulated  him  upon  his  accession  to  the  crown  of  Spain.  King  of 
Charles  received  him  with  the  most  obliffinsf  courtesy.  ^P*^"?  *^" 

o     o  •'     nves  m 

In  the  course  of  their  conversation,  taking  off  his  sword,  Eugiaud. 
he  presented  it  to  the  English  general,  with  a  very  gra- 
cious aspect,  saying,  in  the  French  language,  "I  am  not 
ashamed  to  own  myself  a  poor  prince.  I  possess  nothing 
but  my  cloak  and  sword ;  the  latter  may  be  of  use  to 
your  grace ;  and  I  hope  you  will  not  think  it  the  worse 
for  my  wearing  it  one  day."  "  On  the  contrary,"  replied 
the  duke,  "  it  will  always  put  me  in  mind  of  your  ma- 
jesty's just  right  and  title,  and  of  the  obligations  I  lie 
under  to  hazard  my  life  in  making  you  the  greatest 
prince  in  Christendom."  This  nobleman  returned  to 
England  in  October,  and  King  Charles  embarking  for 
the  same  kingdom,  under  convoy  of  an  English  and 
Dutch  squadron,  arrived  at  Spitheadon  the  twenty-sixth 
day  of  November.  There  he  was  received  by  the  Dukes 
of  Somerset  and  Marlborough,  who  conducted  him  to 
Windsor ;  and  on  the  road  he  was  met  by  Prince  George 
of  Denmark.  The  queen's  deportment  towards  him  was 
equally  noble  and  obliging ;  and  he  expressed  the  most 
profound  respect  and  veneration  for  this  illustrious  prin- 
cess. He  spoke  but  little,  yet  what  he  said  was  judicious, 
and  he  behaved  with  such  politeness  and  affability,  as 
conciliated  the  affection  of  the  English  nobility.  After 
having  been  magnificently  entertained  for  three  days,  he 
returned  to  Portsmouth,  from  whence,  on  the  fourth  of 
January,  he  sailed  for  Portugal,  with  a  great  fleet,  com- 
manded by  Sir  George  Rooke,  having  on  board  a  body 
of  land-forces,  under  the  Duke  of  Schomberg.  When 
the  admiral  had  almost  reached  Cape  Finisterre,  he  was 
driven  back  by  a  storm  to  Spithead,  where  he  was  obliged 
to  remain  till  the  middle  of  February.  Then  being 
favoured  with  a  fair  wind,  he  happily  performed  the 
voyage  to  Lisbon,  where  King  Charles  was  received  with 
great  splendour,  though  the  court  of  Portugal  was  over- 
spread with  sorrow,  excited  by  the  death  of  the  Infanta, 
whom  the  King  of  Spain  intended  to  espouse.  In  Po- 
land, all  hope  of  peace  seemed  to  vanish.     The  cardinal- 
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CHAP,  primate,  by  the  instigation  of  the  Swedish  king,  whose 
V  ^^^'  .  army  lay  encamped  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Dantzic, 
1703.  assembled  a  diet  at  Warsaw,  which  solemnly  deposed 
Augustus,  and  declared  the  throne  vacant.  Their  inten- 
tion was  to  elect  young  Sobieski,  son  of  their  late  mo- 
narch, who  resided  at  Breslau,  in  Silesia;  but  their  scheme 
was  anticipated  by  Augustus,  who  retired  hastily  into  his 
Saxon  dominions,  and  seizing  Sobieski,  with  his  brother, 
secured  them  as  prisoners  at  Dresden. 
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— State  of  the  War  in  different  Parts  of  Europe. — Campaign  in  Portugal. 
— Sir  George  Rooke  takes  Gibraltar — And  worsts  the  French  Fleet  in  a 
Battle  off  Malaga. — Session  of  Parliament  in  England. — An  Act  of  Alien- 
ation PASSED  against  THE  ScOTS.— MaNOR  OF  WoODSTOCK  GRANTED  TO  THE  DUKB 

OF  Marlborough. — Disputes  between  the  two  Houses  on  the  Subject  of 
THE  Aylesbury  Constables. — The  Parliament  dissolved. — Proceedings  in 
THE  Parliament  of  Scotland. — They  pass  an  Act  for  a  Treaty  of  Union  with 
England. — Difference  between  the  Parliament  and  Convocation  in  Ire- 
land.— Fruitless  Campaign  on  the  Moselle. — The  Duke  of  Marlborough 
forces  the  French  Lines  in  Brabant. — He  is  prevented  by  the  Deputies  of 
THE  States  from  attacking  the  French  Army. — He  visits  the  imperial 
Court  of  Vienna.— State  of  the  War  on  the  Upper  Rhine,  in  Hungary, 
Piedmont,  Portugal,  and  Poland. — Sir  Thomas  Dilkes  destroys  Part  of 
THE  French  Fleet,  and  relieves  Gibraltar. — The  Earl  of  Peterborough 
AND  Sir  Cloudesley  Shovel  reduce  Barcelona. — The  Earl's  surprising  Pro- 
gress in  Spain. — New  Parliament  in  England. — Bill  for  a  Regency  in  case 
OF  THE  Queen's  Decease. — Debates  in  the  House  op  Lords  upon  the  supposed 
Danger  to  which  the  Church  was  exposed. — The  Parliament  prorogued. 
— Disputes  in  the  Convocation. — Conferences  opened  for  a  Treaty  of 
Union  with  Scotland. — Substance  of  the  Treaty. 

When  the  Parliament  met  in  October,  the  queen  in    chap. 
her  speech  took  notice  of  the  declaration  by  the  Duke  of  >  ^^^^'  . 
Savoy,  and  the  treaty  with  Portugal,  as  circumstances     ^703. 
advantageous  to  the  alliance.     She  told  them,  that  al-  mens  re- 
though  no  provision  was  made  for  the  expedition  to  Lis-  j^jj^j^'^^jngt 
bon,  and  the  augmentation  of  the  land-forces,  the  funds  occasiouai 
had  answered  so  well,  and  the  produce  of  prizes  been  so  J^^^j^^ 
considerable,  that  the  public  had  not  run  in  debt  by  those 
additional  services  :  that  she  had  contributed  out  of  her 
own  revenue  to  the  support  of  the  circle  of  Suabia,  whose 
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CHAP,  firm  adherence  to  the  interest  of  the  allies  deserved  her 
.  ^^^^'  .  seasonable  assistance.  She  said,  she  would  not  engage 
1703.  in  any  unnecessary  expense  of  her  own,  that  she  might 
have  the  more  to  spare  towards  the  ease  of  her  subjects. 
She  recommended  despatch  and  union,  and  earnestly  ex- 
horted them  to  avoid  any  heats  or  divisions  that  might 
give  encouragement  to  the  common  enemies  of  the 
church  and  state.  Notwithstanding  this  admonition, 
and  the  addresses  of  both  Houses,  in  which  they  promised 
to  avoid  all  divisions,  a  motion  was  made  in  the  House 
of  Commons  for  renewing  the  bill  against  occasional  con- 
formity, and  carried  by  a  great  majority.  In  the  new 
draft,  however,  the  penalties  were  lowered,  and  the  se- 
verest clauses  mitigated.  As  the  court  no  longer  inte- 
rested itself  in  the  success  of  this  measure,  the  House  was 
pretty  equally  divided  with  respect  to  the  speakers,  and 
the  debates  on  each  side  were  maintained  with  equal 
spirit  and  ability :  at  length  it  passed  and  was  sent  up 
to  the  Lords,  who  handled  it  still  more  severely.  It  was 
opposed  by  a  small  majority  of  the  bishops,  and  particu- 
larly by  Burnet  of  Sarum,  who  declaimed  against  it,  as 
a  scheme  of  the  Papists  to  set  the  church  and  Protestants 
at  variance.  It  was  successively  attacked  by  the  Duke 
of  Devonshire,  the  Earl  of  Pembroke,  the  Lords  Haver- 
sham,  Mohun,  Ferrars,  and  Wharton.  Prince  George 
of  Denmark  absented  himself  from  the  House ;  and  the 
question  being  put  for  a  second  reading,  it  was  carried 
in  the  negative ;  yet  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  and  Lord 
Godolphin  entered  their  dissent  against  its  being  rejected, 
though  the  former  had  positively  declared,  that  he 
thought  the  bill  unseasonable.  The  Commons  having 
perused  a  copy  of  the  treaty  with  Portugal,  voted  forty 
thousand  men,  including  five  thousand  marines,  for  the 
sea  service  of  the  ensuing  year ;  and  a  like  number  of 
land-forces,  to  act  in  conjunction  with  the  allies,  besides 
the  additional  ten  thousand :  they  likewise  resolved,  that 
the  proportion  to  be  employed  in  Portugal  should  amount 
to  eight  thousand.  Sums  were  granted  for  the  main- 
tenance of  these  great  armaments,  as  well  as  for  the  sub- 
sidies payable  to  her  majesty's  allies,  and  funds  appointed 
equal  to  the  occasion.  Then  they  assured  the  queen,  in 
an  address,  that  they  would  provide  for  the  support  of 
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such  alliances  as  she  had  made,  or  should  make,  with  this    chap* 
Duke  of  Savoy.  ^J^ 

At  this  period  the  nation  was  alarmed  by  the  detection  ^  ^*J9^- 
of  a  conspiracy  said  to  be  hatched  by  the  Jacobites  of  trumped  up 
Scotland.  Simon  Frazer,  Lord  Lovat,  a  man  of  des-  p^^^^"^ 
perate  enterprise,  profound  dissimulation,  abandoned  Lord 
morals,  and  ruined  fortune,  who  had  been  outlawed  for  ^^*** 
having  ravished  a  sister  of  the  Marquis  of  Athol,  was 
the  person  to  whom  the  plot  seems  to  have  owed  its  ori- 
gin. He  repaired  to  the  court  of  St.  Germain's,  where 
he  undertook  to  assemble  a  body  of  twelve  thousand 
Highlanders  to  act  in  favour  of  the  pretender,  if  the 
court  of  France  would  assist  them  with  a  small  reinforce- 
ment of  troops,  together  with  oflScers,  arms,  ammunition, 
and  money.  The  French  king  seemed  to  listen  to  the 
proposal;  but,  as  Frazer's  character  was  infamous,  he 
doubted  his  veracity.  He  was,  therefore,  sent  back  to 
Scotland  with  two  other  persons,  who  were  instructed  to 
learn  the  strength  and  sentiments  of  the  clans,  and  en- 
deavour to  engage  some  of  the  nobility  in  the  design  of 
an  insurrection.  Frazer  no  sooner  returned,  than  he 
privately  discovered  the  whole  transaction  to  the  Duke 
of  Queensberry,  and  undertook  to  make  him  acquainted 
with  the  whole  correspondence  between  the  pretender 
and  the  Jacobites.  In  consequence  of  this  service  he 
was  provided  with  a  pass,  to  secure  him  from  all  prose- 
cution ;  and  made  a  progress  through  the  Highlands  to 
sound  the  inclinations  of  the  chieftains.  Before  he  set 
out  on  this  circuit,  he  delivered  to  the  duke  a  letter  from 
the  queen  dowager  at  St.  Germain's,  directed  to  the 
Marquis  of  Athol ;  it  was  couched  in  general  terms,  and 
superscribed  in  a  different  character ;  so  that,  in  all  pro- 
bability, Frazer  had  forged  the  direction,  with  a  view  to 
ruin  the  marquis,  who  had  prosecuted  him  for  the  injury 
done  to  his  sister.  He  proposed  a  second  journey  to 
France,  where  he  should  be  able  to  discover  other  more 
material  circumstances :  and  the  Duke  of  Queensberry 
procured  a  pass  for  him  to  go  to  Holland  from  the  Earl 
of  Nottingham,  though  it  was  expedited  under  a  bor- 
rowed name.  The  duke  had  communicated  his  discovery 
to  the  queen,  without  disclosing  his  name,  which  he  de- 
sired might  be  concealed :  her  majesty  believed  the  par- 
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CHAP.  ticularSy  which  were  confirmed  by  her  spies  at  Pai*is,  as 
^Jl^  well  as  by  the  evidence  of  Sir  John  Maclean,  who  had 
1703.  lately  been  conveyed  from  France  to  England  in  an  open 
boat,  and  apprehended  at  Folkstone.  This  gentleman 
pretended  at  first,  that  his  intention  was  to  go  through 
England  to  his  own  country,  in  order  to  take  the  benefit  of 
the  queen's  pardon ;  and  this,  in  all  probability,  was  his 
real  design ;  but  being  given  to  understand  that  he  would 
be  treated  in  England  as  a  traitor,  unless  he  should  merit 
forgiveness  by  making  important  discoveries,  he  related 
all  he  knew  of  the  proposed  insurrection.  From  his  in- 
formations the  ministry  gave  directions  for  apprehending 
one  Keith,  whose  uncle  had  accompanied  Frazer  from 
France,  and  knew  all  the  intrigues  of  the  court  of  St. 
Germain's.  He  declared  that  there  was  no  other  design 
on  foot,  except  that  of  paving  the  way  for  the  pretender's 
ascending  the  throne  after  the  queen's  decease.  Fergu- 
son, that  veteran  conspirator,  affirmed  that  Frazer  had 
been  employed  by  the  Duke  of  Queensberry  to  decoy 
some  persons  whom  he  hated  into  a  conspiracy,  that  he 
might  have  an  opportunity  to  effect  their  ruin,  and  by 
the  discovery  establish  his  own  credit,  which  began  to 
totter.  Perhaps  there  was  too  much  reason  for  this  im- 
putation. Among  those  who  were  seized  at  this  time 
was  a  gentleman  of  the  name  of  Lindsay,  who  had  been 
under-secretary  to  the  Earl  of  Middleton.  He  had  re- 
turned from  France  to  Scotland,  in  order  to  take  the 
benefit  of  the  queen's  pardon,  under  the  shelter  of  which 
he  came  to  England,  thinking  himself  secure  from  pro- 
secution. He  protested  he  knew  of  no  designs  against 
the  queen  or  her  government ;  and  that  he  did  not  be- 
lieve she  would  ever  receive  the  least  injury  or  molest- 
ation from  the  court  of  St.  Germain's.  The  House  of 
Lords  having  received  intimation  of  this  conspiracy,  re- 
solved, that  a  committee  should  be  appointed  to  examine 
into  the  particulars ;  and  ordered,  that  Sir  John  Maclean 
should  be  next  day  brought  to  their  House.  The  queen, 
who  was  far  from  being  pleased  with  this  instance  of 
their  officious  interposition,  gave  them  to  understand  by 
message,  that  she  thought  it  would  be  inconvenient  to 
change  the  method  of  examination  already  begun ;  and 
that  she  would  in  a  short  time  inform  the  House  of  the 
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whole  affair.     On  the  seventeenth  day  of  December  the    chap. 
queen  went  to  the  House  of  Peers,  and  having  passed  v-_L'^L_. 
the  bill  for  the  land-tax,  made  a  speech  to  both  Houses,     1703. 
in  which  she  declared,  that  she  had  unquestionable  in- 
formation of  ill  practices  and  designs  carried  on  by  the 
emissaries  of  France  in  Scotland.     The  Lords  persisting 
in  their  resolution  to  bring  the  inquiry  into  their  own 
House,  chose  their  select  committee  by  ballot,  and  in 
an  address,  thanked  her  majesty  for  the  information  she 
had  been  pleased  to  communicate. 

The  Commons  taking  it  for  granted  that  the  queen  The  Lords 
was  disobliged  at  these  proceedings  of  the  Upper  House,  ^^n*  * 
which,  indeed,  implied  an  insult  upon  her  ministry,  ifstranceto 
not  upon  herself,  presented  an  address,  declaring  them- ^®  ^"®®"* 
selves  surprised  to  find,  that  when  persons  suspected  of 
treasonable  practices  were  taken  into  custody  by  her 
majesty's  messengers,  in  order  to  be  examined,  the  Lords, 
in  violation  of  the  known  laws  of  the  land,  had  wrested 
them  out  of  her  hands,  and  arrogated  the  examination 
solely  to  themselves ;  so  that  a  due  inquiry  into  the  evil 
practices  and  designs  against  her  majesty's  person  and 
government  might,  in  a  great  measure,  be  obstructed. 
They  earnestly  desired  that  she  would  suffer  no  diminu- 
tion of  the  prerogative ;  and  they  assured  her  they  would, 
to  the  utmost  of  their  power,  support  her  in  the  exercise 
of  it  at  home,  as  well  as  in  asserting  it  against  all  inva- 
sions whatsoever.  The  queen  thanked  them  for  their 
concern  and  assurances ;  and  was  not  ill  pleased  at  the 
nature  of  the  address,  though  the  charge  against  the 
Peers  was  not  strictly  true;  for  there  were  many  in- 
stances of  their  having  assumed  such  a  right  of  inquiry. 
The  Upper  House  deeply  resented  the  accusation.  They 
declared  that,  by  the  known  laws  and  customs  of  Parlia- 
ment, they  had  an  undoubted  right  to  take  examinations 
of  persons  charged  with  criminal  matters,  whether  those 
persons  were  or  were  not  in  custody.  They  resolved, 
that  the  address  of  the  Commons  was  unparliamentary, 
groundless,  without  precedent,  highly  injurious  to  the 
House  of  Peers,  tending  to  interrupt  the  good  corre- 
spondence between  the  two  Houses,  to  create  an  ill  opi- 
nion in  her  majesty  of  the  House  of  Peers,  of  dangerous 
consequence  to  the  liberties  of  the  people,  the  constitu- 
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CHAP,   tion  of  the  kingdom,  and  privileges  of  Parliament.    They 
v_I^^^  presented  a  long  remonstrance  to  the  queen,  justifying 
*7^^-     their  own  conduct,  explaining  the  steps  they  had  taken, 
recriminating  upon  the  Commons,  and  expressing  the 
most  fervent  zeal,  duty,  and  affection  to  her  majesty.     In 
her  answer  to  this  representation,  which  was  drawn  up 
with  elegance,  propriety,  and  precision,  she  professed  her 
sorrow  for  the  misunderstanding  which  had  happened 
between  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament, and  thanked  them 
for  the  concern  they  had  expressed  for  the  rights  of  the 
crown  and  the  prerogative ;  which  she  should  never  exert 
so  willingly  as  for  the  good  of  her  subjects,  and  the  pro- 
tection of  their  liberties, 
mons^^™        Among  other  persons  seized  on  the  coast  of  Sussex, 
a  vote  in  fa-  ou  their  landing  from  France,  was  one  Boucher,  who  had 
Eari  of*^*  been  aide-de-camp  to  the  Duke  of  Berwick.     This  man, 
Nottfng-     when  examined,  denied  all  knowledge  of  any  conspiracy: 
^*™*         he  said  that,  being  weary  of  living  so  long  abroad,  and 
having  made  some  unsuccessful  attempts  to  obtain  a  pass, 
he  had  chosen  rather  to  cast  himself  on  the  queen's 
mercy  than  to  remain  longer  in  exile  from  his  native 
country.    He  was  tried  and  condemned  for  high  treason, 
yet  continued  to  declare  himself  ignorant  of  the  plot. 
He  proved,  that  in  the  war  of  Ireland,  as  well  as  in 
Flanders,   he  had   treated  the  English   prisoners  with 
great  humanity.     The  Lords   desisted   from   the   pro- 
secution; he  obtained  a  reprieve,  and  died    in  New- 
gate.    On  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  January  the  Earl 
of  Nottingham   told  the   House,  that  the  queen  had 
commanded  him  to  lay  before  them  the  papers  con- 
taining all  the  particulars  hitherto  discovered  of  the  con- 
spiracy in  Scotland ;  but  that  there  was  one  circumstance 
which  could  not  yet  be  properly  communicated,  without 
running  the  risk  of  preventing  a  discovery  of  greater  im- 
portance.    They  forthwith  drew  up  and  presented  an 
address,  desiring  that  all  the  papers  might  be  immedi- 
ately submitted  to  their  inspection.    The  queen  said  she 
did  not  expect  to  be  pressed  in  this  manner  immediately 
after  the  declaration  she  had  made ;  but  in  a  few  days 
the  Earl  of  Nottingham  delivered  the  papers,  sealed,  to  the 
House,  and  all  the  Lords  were  summoned  to  attend  on 
the  eighth  day  of  February,  that  they  might  be  opened  and 
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perused.  Nottingham  was  suspected  of  a  design  to  stifle  chap. 
the  conspiracy.  Complaint  was  made  in  the  House  of .  ^^^^'  s 
Commons  that  he  had  discharged  an  officer  belonging  to  ^^^^ 
the  late  King  James,  who  had  been  seized  by  the  gover- 
nor of  Berwick.  A  warm  debate  ensued,  and  at  length 
ended  in  a  resolve,  that  the  Earl  of  Nottingham,  one  of 
her  majesty's  principal  secretaries  of  state,  for  his  great 
ability  and  diligence  in  the  execution  of  his  office,  for  his 
unquestionable  fidelity  to  the  queen  and  her  government, 
and  for  his  steady  adherence  to  the  church  of  England 
as  by  law  established,  highly  merited  the  trust  her  ma- 
jesty had  reposed  in  him.  They  ordered  the  speaker  to 
present  this  resolution  to  the  queen,  who  said  she  was 
glad  to  find  them  so  well  satisfied  with  the  Earl  of  Not- 
tingham, who  was  trusted  by  her  in  so  considerable  an 
office.  They  perused  the  examinations  of  the  witnesses 
which  were  laid  before  them,  without  passing  judgment, 
or  offering  advice  on  the  subject ;  but  they  thanked  her 
majesty  for  having  communicated  those  particulars,  as 
well  as  for  her  wisdom  and  care  of  the  nation.  While 
the  Lords  proceeded  with  uncommon  eagerness  in  their 
inquiry,  the  Lower  House,  in  another  address,  renewed 
their  complaints  against  the  conduct  of  the  Peers,  which 
they  still  affirmed  was  without  a  precedent.  But  this 
was  the  language  of  irritated  faction,  by  which  indeed 
both  sides  were  equally  actuated. 

The  select  committee  of  the  Lords  prosecuted  the  in-  Second  re- 
quiry,  and  founded  their  report  chiefly  on  the  confession  of^Sie 
of  Sir  John  Maclean,  who  owned  that  the  court  of  St.  "^^^^^ 
Germain's  had  listened  to  Lovat's  proposal ;  that  several 
councils  had  been  held  at  the  pretender's  court  on  the 
subject  of  an  invasion  ;  and  that  persons  were  sent  over 
to  sound  some  of  the  nobility  in  Scotland.  But  the 
nature  of  their  private  correspondence  and  negotiation 
could  not  be  discovered.  Keith  had  tampered  with  his 
uncle  to  disclose  the  whole  secret ;  and  this  was  the  cir- 
cumstance which  the  queen  declined  imparting  to  the 
Lords,  until  she  should  know  the  success  of  his  endea- 
vours, which  proved  ineffectual.  The  uncle  stood  aloof ; 
and  the  ministry  did  not  heartily  engage  in  the  inquiry. 
The  House  of  Lords,  having  finished  these  examinations, 
and  being  warmed  with  violent  debates,  voted,  that  there 
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CHAP,  had  been  dangerous  plots  between  some  persons  in  Scot- 
V  ^^^^'  .  land  and  the  courts  of  France  and  St.  Germain's ;  and, 
1703.  tiiat  the  encouragement  for  this  plotting  arose  from  the 
not  settling  the  succession  to  the  crown  of  Scotland  in 
the  house  of  Hanover.  These  votes  were  signified  to 
the  queen  in  an  address ;  and  they  promised,  that  when 
the  succession  should  be  thus  settled,  they  would  endea- 
vour to  promote  the  union  of  the  two  kingdoms  upon 
just  and  reasonable  terms.  Then  they  composed  another 
representation,  in  answer  to  the  second  address  of  the 
Commons  touching  their  proceedings.  They  charged  the 
Lower  House  with  want  of  zeal  in  the  whole  progress  of 
this  inquiry*  They  produced  a  great  number  of  pre- 
cedents, to  prove  that  their  conduct  had  been  regular 
and  parliamentary;  and  they,  in  their  turn,  accused 
the  Commons  of  partiality  and  injustice  in  vacating 
legal  elections.  The  queen,  in  answer  to  this  remon- 
strance, said,  she  looked  upon  any  misunderstanding 
between  the  two  Houses  as  a  very  great  misfortune 
to  the  kingdom ;  and  that  she  should  never  omit  any 
thing  in  her  power  to  prevent  all  occasions  of  them  for 
the  future. 
Further  "phe  Lords  and  Commons,  animated  by  such  opposite 
between  principles,  seizcd  every  opportunity  of  thwarting  each 
HouTOs  <>t^®r.  An  action  having  been  brought  by  one  Matthew 
Ashby  against  William  White,  and  the  other  constables 
of  Aylesbury,  for  having  denied  him  the  privilege  of 
voting  in  the  last  election,  the  cause  was  tried  at  the 
assizes,  and  the  constables  were  cast  with  damages.  But 
an  order  was  given  in  the  Queen's  Bench  to  quash  all 
the  proceedings,  since  no  action  had  ever  been  brought 
on  that  account.  The  cause  being  moved  by  writ  of 
error  into  the  House  of  Lords,  was  argued  with  great 
warmth :  at  length  it  was  carried  by  a  great  majority, 
that  the  order  of  the  Queen's  Bench  should  be  set  aside, 
and  judgment  pronounced  according  to  the  verdict  given 
at  the  assizes.  The  Commons  considered  these  proceed- 
ings as  encroaching  on  their  privileges.  They  passed  five 
different  resolutions,  importing  that  the  Commons  of 
England  in  Parliament  assembled  had  the  sole  right  to 
examine  and  determine  all  matters  relating  to  the  right  of 
election  of  their  own  members :  that  the  praticce  of  de- 
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tennining  the  qualifications  of  electors  in  any  court  of  chap. 
law  would  expose  all  mayors,  bailiffs,  and  returning  v-J^^[!l^ 
oflScers,  to  a  multiplicity  of  vexatious  suits  and  insup-  *703. 
portable  expenses,  and  subject  them  to  different  and  in- 
dependent jurisdictions,  as  well  as  to  inconsistent  deter- 
minations in  the  same  case,  without  relief :  that  Matthew 
Ashby  was  guilty  of  a  breach  of  privilege,  as  were  all 
attorneys,  solicitors,  counsellors,  and  Serjeants  at  law, 
soliciting,  prosecuting,  or  pleading  in  any  case  of  the  same 
nature*  These  resolutions,  signed  by  the  clerk,  were 
fixed  upon  the  gate  of  Westminster-halL  On  the  other 
hand,  the  Lords  appointed  a  committee  to  draw  up  a 
state  of  the  case ;  and,  upon  their  report,  resolved,  that 
every  person  being  wilfully  hindered  to  exercise  his  right 
of  voting,  might  maintain  an  action  in  the  queen's  courts 
against  the  officer  by  whom  his  vote  should  be  refused, 
to  assert  his  right,  and  recover  damages  for  the  injury : 
that  an  assertion  to  the  contrary  was  destructive  of  the 
property  of  the  subjects,  against  the  freedom  of  elections, 
and  manifestly  tended  to  the  encouragement  of  partiality 
and  corruption :  that  the  declaring  of  Matthew  Ashby 
guilty  of  a  breach  of  privilege  of  the  House  of  Commons 
was  an  unprecedented  attempt  upon  the  judicature  of 
Parliament^  and  an  attempt  to  subject  the  law  of  Eng- 
land to  the  votes  of  the  House  of  Commons.  Copies  of 
the  case,  and  these  resolutions,  were  sent  by  the  lord- 
keeper  to  all  the  sheriffs  of  England,  to  be  circulated 
through  all  the  boroughs  of  their  respective  counties. 

On  the  seventh  day  of  February,  the  queen  ordered  The  queen 
secretary  Hedges  to  tell  the  House  of  Commons,  that  |^.^|l^ 
she  had  remitted  the  arrears  of  the  tenths  to  the  poor  and  the 
clergy :  that  she  would  grant  her  whole  revenue  arising  Jhe*J^o*r 
out  of  the  first-fruits  and  tenths,  as  far  as  it  should  be-  eiergy. 
come  free  from  incumbrance,  as  an  augmentation  of  their 
maintenance ;  that  if  the  House  of  Commons  could  find 
any  method  by  which  her  intentions  to  the  poor  clergy 
might  be  made  more  effectual,  it  would  be  an  advantage 
to  the  public,  and  acceptable  to  her  majesty.    The  Com- 
mons  immediately  brought  in  a  bill,  enabling  her  to 
alienate  this  branch  of  the  revenue,  and  create  a  corpo- 
ration by  charter,  to  direct  the  application  of  it  to  the 
uses  proposed :  they  likewise  repealed  the   statute  of 
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CHAP,    mortmain,  so  far  as  to  allow  all  men  to  bequeath  by 
V — ^— Li^  will,  or  grant  by  deed,  any  sum  they  should  think  fit  to 
J703.     gj^^  towards  the  augmentation  of  benefices.     Addresses 
of  thanks  and  acknowledgment  from  all  the  clergy  of 
England  were  presented  to  the  queen  for  her  gracious 
bounty  ;  but  very  little  regard  was  paid  to  Burnet,  bishop 
of  Sarum,  although  the  queen  declared  that  prelate  au- 
thor of  the  project.     He  was  generally  hated,  either  as 
a  Scot,  a  low-churchman,  or  a  meddling  partisan. 
Inquiry  In  March  an  inquiry  into  the  condition  of  the  navy 

a^rat^**  was  begun  in  the  House  of  Lords.  They  desired  the 
queen,  in  an  address,  to  give  speedy  and  effectual  orders 
that  a  number  of  ships  suflicient  for  the  home  service 
should  be  equipped  and  manned  with  all  possible  expe- 
dition. They  resolved,  that  Admiral  Graydon's  not  at- 
tacking the  four  French  ships  in  the  channel  had  been 
a  prejudice  to  the  queen's  service,  and  a  disgrace  to  the 
nation ;  that  his  pressing  men  in  Jamaica,  and  his  seve- 
rity towards  masters  of  merchant  vessels  and  transports, 
had  been  a  great  discouragement  to  the  inhabitants  of 
that  island,  as  well  as  prejudicial  to  her  majesty's  service ; 
and  they  presented  an  address  against  him,  in  conse- 
quence of  which  he  was  dismissed.  They  examined  the 
accounts  of  the  Earl  of  Orford,  against  which  great  cla- 
mour had  been  raised ;  and  taking  cognizance  of  the  re- 
marks made  by  the  commissioners  of  the  public  accounts, 
found  them  false  in  fact,  ill-grounded,  and  of  no  impor- 
tance. The  Commons  besought  the  queen  to  order  a 
prosecution  on  account  of  ill  practices  in  the  Earl  of 
Ranelagh's  office ;  and  they  sent  up  to  the  Lords  a  bill 
for  continuing  the  commission  on  the  public  accounts. 
Some  alterations  were  made  in  the  Upper  House,  espe-r 
cially  in  the  nomination  of  commissioners:  but  these 
were  rejected  by  the  Commons.  The  Peers  adhering  to 
their  amendments,  the  bill  dropped,  and  the  commission 
expired.  No  other  bill  of  any  consequence  passed  in 
this  session,  except  an  act  for  raising  recruits,  which 
empowered  justices  of  the  peace  to  impress  idle  persons 
for  soldiers  and  marines.  On  the  third  day  of  April  the 
queen  went  to  the  House  of  Peers,  and  having  made  a 
short  speech  on  the  usual  topics  of  acknowledgment, 
unity,  and  moderation,  prorogued  the  Parliament  to  the 
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fourth  day  of  July*  The  division  still  continued  between  chap. 
the  two  Houses  of  Convocation ;  so  that  nothing  of  mo-  v_I?^/ 
ment  was  transacted  in  that  assembly,  except  their  ad-  17^« 
dress  to  the  queen  upon  her  granting  the  first-fruits  and 
tenths  for  the  augmentation  of  small  benefices.  At  the 
same  time,  the  Lower  House  sent  their  prolocutor  with 
a  deputation  to  wait  upon  the  speaker  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  to  return  their  thanks  to  that  honourable 
House  for  having  espoused  the  interest  of  the  clergy ; 
and  to  assure  them  that  the  Convocation  would  pursue 
such  methods  as  might  best  conduce  to  the  support, 
honour,  interest,  and  security  of  the  church  as  now  by 
law  established.  They  sent  up  to  the  archbishop  and 
prelates  divers  representations,  containing  complaints, 
and  proposing  canons  and  articles  of  reformation ;  but 
very  little  regard  was  paid  to  their  remonstrances. 

About  this  period  the  Earl  of  Nottingham,  after  having  Trial  of 
ineffectually  pressed  the  queen  to  discard  the  Dukes  of  ^*°^^y- 
Somerset  and  Devonshire,  resigned  the  seals.  The  Earl 
of  Jersey  and  Sir  Edward  Seymour  were  dismissed :  the 
Earl  of  Kent  was  appointed  chamberlain,  Harley  secre- 
tary of  state,  and  Henry  St.  John  secretary  of  war.  The 
discovery  of  the  Scottish  conspiracy  was  no  sooner  known 
in  France,  than  Louis  ordered  Frazer  to  be  imprisoned 
in  the  Bastile.  In  England,  Lindsay  being  sentenced 
to  die,  for  having  corresponded  with  France,  was  given 
to  understand  that  he  had  no  mercy  to  expect,  unless  he 
would  discover  the  conspiracy.  He  persisted  in  denying 
all  knowledge  of  any  such  conspiracy ;  and  scorned  to 
save  his  life  by  giving  false  information.  In  order  to 
intimidate  him  into  a  confession,  the  ministry  ordered 
him  to  be  conveyed  to  Tyburn,  where  he  still  rejected 
life  upon  the  terms  proposed :  then  he  was  carried  back 
to  Newgate,  where  he  remained  some  years :  at  length 
he  was  banished,  and  died  of  hunger  in  Holland.  The 
ministers  had  been  so  lukewarm  and  languid  in  the  in- 
vestigation of  the  Scottish  conspiracy,  that  the  whigs 
loudly  exclaimed  against  them  as  disguised  Jacobites, 
and  even  whispered  insinuations,  implying,  that  the  queen 
herself  had  a  secret  bias  of  sisterly  affection  for  the  court 
of  St.  Germain's.  What  seemed  to  confirm  this  allega- 
tion, was  the  disgrace  of  the  Duke  of  Queensberry,  who 
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CHAP,    had  exerted  himself  with  remarkable  zeal  in  the  detec- 
V  ^"^'  ^  tion ;  but  the  decline  of  his  interest  in  Scotland  was  the 

1703.  YQoi  cause  of  his  being  laid  aside  at  this  juncture. 
Meeting  of      The  desigu  of  the  court  was  to  procure  in  the  Scottish 
tish^Parl    Parliament  the  nomination  of  a  successor  to  the  crown, 
liament.     and  a  supplj  for  the  forces,  which  could  not  be  obtained 

in  the  preceding  session.     Secretary  Johnston,  in  concert 
with  the  Marquis  of  Tweeddale,  undertook  to  carry  these 
Burnet,      poiuts,  iu  retum  for  certain  limitations  on  the  successor, 
Q.^'Anue?^  to  which  her  majcsty  agreed.    The  marquis  was  appointed 
Feu-         commissioner.     The  office  of  lord-register  was  bestowed 
LSckihart.   ^P^^  Johnston :  and  the  Parliament  met  on  the  sixth 
Burchet     day  of  July.     The  queen  in  her  letter  expressed  her 
Liv^of     concern,  that  these  divisions  should  have  risen  to  such  a 
the  Ad-      height,  as  to  encourage  the  enemies  of  the  nation  to 
VofteS^.     employ  their  emissaries  for  debauching  her  good  subjects 
History  of  from  their  allegiance*     She  declared  her  resolution  to 
H^ry  of  grant  whatever  could  in  reason  be  demanded  for  quieting 
*f  A?*f  ^    the  minds  of  the  people.     She  told  them  she  had  em- 
borough,    powered  the  Marquis  of  Tweeddale  to  give  unquestion- 
able proofs  of  her  determination  to  maintain  the  govern- 
ment in  church  and  state,  as  by  law  established  in  that 
kingdom ;  to  consent  to  such  laws  as  should  be  found 
wanting  for  the  further  security  of  both,  and  for  prevent- 

1704.  ing  all  encroachments  for  the  future.  She  earnestly  ex- 
horted them  to  settle  the  succession  in  the  Protestant 
line,  as  a  step  absolutely  necessary  for  their  own  peace 
and  happiness,  the  quiet  and  security  of  all  her  domi- 
nions, the  reputation  of  her  affairs  abroad,  and  the  im- 
provement of  the  Protestant  interest  through  all  Europe. 
She  declared,  that  she  had  authorized  the  commissioner 
to  give  the  royal  assent  to  whatever  could  be  reasonably 
demanded,  and  was  in  her  power  to  grant,  for  securing 
the  sovereignty  and  liberties  of  that  her  ancient  kingdom. 
The  remaining  part  of  the  letter  turned  upon  the  neces- 
sity of  their  granting  a  supply,  the  discouragement  of 
vice,  the  encouragement  of  commerce,  and  the  usual 
recommendation  of  moderation  and  unanimity. 

Violent  op-  The  Duko  of  Hamilton  presented  a  resolve,  that  the 
the  mlni^  Parliament  would  not  name  a  successor  to  the  crown, 
try  in  that  uutil  the  Scots  should  havo  concluded  a  previous  treaty 
kingdom.    ^j^Ij  England,  in  relation  to  commerce  and  other  con- 
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cerns.  This  motion  produced  a  warm  debate,  in  the  chap. 
course  of  which  Fletcher  of  Saltoun  expatiated  upon  the  v_Z^^^ 
hardships  and  miseries  which  the  Scots  had  sustained  ^704. 
since  the  union  of  the  two  crowns  under  one  sovereign, 
and  the  impossibility  of  bettering  their  condition,  unless 
they  should  take  care  to  anticipate  any  design  that 
tended  to  a  continuation  of  the  same  calamities.  An- 
other resolve  was  produced  by  the  Earl  of  Rothes, 
importing,  that  the  Parliament  should  proceed  to  make 
such  limitations  and  conditions  of  the  government  as 
might  be  judged  proper  for  rectifying  the  constitution, 
for  vindicating  and  securing  the  sovereignty  and  inde- 
pendency of  the  nation ;  and  that  then  Parliament  would 
take  into  consideration  the  other  resolve  offered  by  the 
Duke  of  Hamilton,  for  a  treaty  previous  to  the  nomina- 
tion of  a  successor.  This  proposal  was  seconded  by  the 
court  party,  and  violent  heats  ensued.  At  length.  Sir 
James  Falconer,  of  Phesdo,  offered  an  expedient,  which 
neither  party  could  refuse  with  any  show  of  moderation* 
He  suggested  a  resolve,  that  the  Parliament  would  not 
proceed  to  the  nomination  of  a  successor  until  the  pre- 
vious treaty  with  England  should  be  discussed  ;  and  that 
it  would  make  the  necessary  limitations  and  conditions 
of  government  before  the  successor  should  be  nominated. 
This  joint  resolve  being  put  to  the  vote,  was  carried  by 
a  great  majority.  The  treaty  with  England  was  neglected, 
and  the  affair  of  the  succession  consequently  postponed. 
The  Duke  of  Athol  moved,  that  her  majesty  should  be  de- 
sired tosend  down  the  witnesses  and  all  the  papers  relating 
to  the  conspiracy,  that,  after  due  examination,  those  who 
were  unjustly  accused  might  be  vindicated,  and  the  guilty 
punished  according  to  their  demerits.  The  commissioner 
declared,  that  he  had  already  written,  and  would  write 
again  to  the  queen  on  that  subject.  The  intention  of 
the  cavaliers  was  to  convict  the  Duke  of  Queensberry  of 
malice  and  calumny  in  the  prosecution  of  that  affair,  that 
they  might  wreak  their  vengeance  upon  him  for  that  in- 
stance of  his  animosity,  as  well  as  for  his  having  deserted 
them  in  the  former  session.  He  found  means,  however, 
to  persuade  the  queen,  that  such  an  inquiry  would  not 
only  protract  the  session,  but  also  divert  them  from  the 
settlement  of  the  succession,  and  raise  such  a  ferment  as 
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CHAP,  might  be  productive  of  tragical  consequences.  Alarmed 
y^^^Jl^  at  these  suggestions,  she  resolved  to  prevent  the  examin- 
^'^^^'  ation ;  and  gave  no  answer  to  the  repeated  applications 
made  by  her  Parliament  and  ministers.  Meanwhile  the 
Duke  of  Queensberry  appeased  his  enemies  in  Scotland, 
by  directing  all  his  friends  to  join  in  the  opposition. 
Their  Par-  The  Duke  of  Hamilton  again  moved,  that  the  Parlia- 
p^^the  TO^nt  should  proceed  to  the  limitations,  and  name  com- 
act  of  se-  missioners  to  treat  with  England,  previous  to  all  other 
cuTity.  business,  except  an  act  for  a  land-tax  of  two  months, 
necessary  for  the  immediate  subsistence  of  the  forces. 
The  Earl  of  Marchmont  proposed  an  act  to  exclude  all 
popish  successors ;  but  this  was  warmly  opposed,  as  un- 
seasonable, by  Hamilton  and  his  party,  A  bill  of  supply 
being  offered  by  the  Lord  Justice  Clerk,  the  cava- 
liers tacked  to  it  great  part  of  the  act  of  security,  to 
which  the  royal  assent  had  been  refused  in  the  former 
session.  Violent  debates  arose ;  so  that  the  House  was 
filled  with  rage  and  tumult.  The  national  spirit  of  inde- 
pendence had  been  wrought  up  to  a  dangerous  pitch  of 
enthusiasm.  The  streets  were  crowded  with  people  of 
all  ranks,  exclaiming  against  English  influence;  and 
threatening  to  sacrifice  as  traitors  to  their  country  all 
who  should  embrace  measures  that  seemed  to  favour  a 
foreign  interest.  The  commissioner  and  his  friends  were 
confounded  and  appalled.  Finding  it  impossible  to  stem 
the  torrent,  he,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  other  minis- 
ters, wrote  a  letter  to  the  queen,  representing  the  un- 
comfortable situation  of  affairs,  and  advising  her  majesty 
to  pass  the  bill,  encumbered  as  it  was  with  the  act  of 
security.  Lord  Godolphin,  on  whose  counsel  she  chiefly 
relied,  found  himself  involved  in  great  perplexity.  The 
tories  had  devoted  him  to  destruction.  He  foresaw  that 
the  queen's  concession  to  the  Scots  in  an  affair  of  such 
consequence  would  furnish  his  enemies  with  a  plausible 
pretence  to  arraign  the  conduct  of  her  minister ;  but  he 
chose  to  run  that  risk,  rather  than  see  the  army  disbanded 
for  want  of  a  supply,  and  the  kingdom  left  exposed  to 
an  invasion.  He,  therefore,  seconded  the  advice  of  the 
Scottish  ministers ;  and  the  queen  authorized  the  com- 
missioner to  pass  the  bill  that  was  depending.  This  act 
provided,  that  in  case  of  the  queen's  dying  without  issue, 
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a  Parliament  should  immediately  meet,  and  declare  the    chap. 

successor  to  the  crown,  different  from  the  person  possess-  v [^1l^ 

ing  the  throne  of  England,  unless  before  that  period  a  ^^04. 
settlement  should  be  made  in  Parliament  of  the  rights 
and  liberties  of  the  nation,  independent  of  English  coun- 
cils :  by  another  clause,  they  were  empowered  to  arm 
and  train  the  subjects,  so  as  to  put  them  in  a  posture  of 
defence.  The  Scottish  Parliament  having,  by  a  laudable 
exertion  of  spirit,  obtained  this  act  of  security,  granted 
the  supply  without  further  hesitation  ;  but,  not  yet  satis- 
fied with  this  sacrifice,  they  engaged  in  debates  about 
the  conspiracy,  and  the  proceedings  of  the  House  of 
Lords  in  England,  which  they  termed  an  officious  inter- 
meddling in  their  concerns,  and  an  encroachment  upon 
the  sovereignty  and  independency  of  the  nation.  They 
drew  up  an  address  to  the  queen,  desiring  that  the  evi- 
dence and  papers  relating  to  the  plot  might  be  subjected 
to  their  examination  in  the  next  session.  Meanwhile, 
the  commissioner,  dreading  the  further  progress  of  such 
an  ungovernable  ferocity,  prorogued  the  Parliament  to 
the  seventh  day  of  October.  The  act  of  security  being 
transmitted  to  England,  copies  of  it  were  circulated  by 
the  enemies  of  Godolphin,  who  represented  it  as  a  mea- 
sure of  that  minister ;  and  the  kingdom  was  filled  with 
murmurs  and  discontent.  People  openly  declared  that 
the  two  kingdoms  were  now  separated  by  law,  so  as  never 
to  be  rejoined.  Reports  were  spread,  that  great  quantities 
of  arms  had  been  conveyed  to  Scotland,  and  that  the 
natives  were  employed  in  preparations  to  invade  England. 
All  the  blame  of  these  transactions  was  imputed  to  Lord 
Godolphin,  whom  the  tories  determined  to  attack,  while 
the  other  party  resolved  to  exert  their  whole  influence 
for  his  preservation ;  yet,  in  all  probability,  he  owed  his 
immediate  support  to  the  success  of  his  friend  the  Duke 
of  Marlborough. 

Nothing  could  be  more  deplorable  than  the  situation  Meiau- 
to  which  the  emperor  was  reduced  in  the  beginning  of  ^^^^^®^*^^ 
the  season.     The  malecontents  in  Hungary  had  rendered  emperor's 
themselves  formidable  by  their  success:  the  Elector  of ^*^*"** 
Bavaria  possessed  all  the  places  on  the  Danube,  as  far  as 
Passau,  and  even  threatened  the  city  of  Vienna,  which 
must  have  been  infallibly  lost,  had  the  Hungarians  and 


446  HISTORY  OF  ENGLAND. 

CHAP.   Bavarians  acted  in  concert.     By  the  advice  of  Prince 

VTTT 

v_ J_^  Eugene,  the  emperor  implored  the  assistance  of  her  Bri- 

*^^^'  tannic  majesty ;  and  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  explained 
to  her  the  necessity  of  undertaking  bis  relief.  This 
nobleman  in  the  month  of  January  had  crossed  the  sea 
to  Holland,  and  concerted  a  scheme  with  the  deputies  of 
the  States-General  for  the  operations  of  the  ensuing  cam- 
paign. They  agreed,  that  General  Auverquerque  should 
lie  upon  the  defensive  with  a  small  body  of  troops  in  the 
Netherlands ;  while  the  main  army  of  the  allies  should 
act  upon  the  Rhine,  under  the  command  of  the  Duke  of 
Marlborough.  Such  was  the  pretext  under  which  this 
consummate  general  concealed  another  plan,  which  was 
communicated  to  a  few  only,  in  whose  discretion  he  could 
confide.  It  was  approved  by  the  pensionary  and  some 
leading  men,  who  secured  its  favourable  reception  with 
the  States-General,  when  it  became  necessary  to  impart 
the  secret  to  that  numerous  assembly.  In  the  mean 
time,  the  preparations  were  made,  on  pretence  of  carry- 
ing the  war  to  the  banks  of  the  Moselle. 
The  Duke  In  the  mouth  of  April,  the  duke,  accompanied  by  his 
borough  brother  General  Churchill,  Lieutenant-General  Lumley, 
marches  at  the  Earl  of  Orkney,  and  other  officers  of  distinction, 
the  allied  embarked  for  Holland,  where  he  had  a  long  conference 
army  into  ^^h  a  deputation  of  the  states,  concerning  a  proposal  of 
sending  a  large  army  towards  the  Moselle.  The  deputies 
of  Zealand  opposed  this  measure  of  sending  their  troops 
to  such  a  distance  so  strenuously,  that  the  duke  was 
obliged  to  tell  them,  in  plain  terms,  he  had  received  or- 
ders to  march  thither  with  the  British  forces.  He  ac- 
cordingly assembled  his  army  at  Maestricht ;  and  on  the 
eighth  day  of  May  began  his  march  into  Germany.  The 
French  imagined  his  intention  was  to  begin  the  campaign 
with  the  siege  of  Traerbach,  and  penetrate  into  France 
along  the  Moselle.  In  this  persuasion  they  sent  a  de- 
tachment to  that  river;  and  gave  out  that  they  intended 
to  invest  Huy,  a  pretence  to  which  the  duke  paid  no  re- 
gard. He  continued  his  route  by  Bedburgh,  Kerpenord, 
Kalsecken  :  he  visited  the  fortifications  of  Bonne,  where 
he  received  certain  advice  that  the  recruits  and  reinforce- 
ments for  the  French  army  in  Bavaria  had  joined  the 
elector  at  Villengen.     He  redoubled  his  diligence,  passed 
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the  Neckar  on  the  third  of  June,  and  halted  at  Laden-  chap. 
burgh ;  from  thence  he  wrote  a  letter  to  the  States-  .  ^^^^'  , 
General,  giving  them  to  understand  that  he  had  the  1704. 
queen's  orders  to  march  to  the  relief  of  the  empire ;  and 
expressing  his  hope  that  they  would  approve  the  design, 
and  allow  their  troops  to  share  the  honour  of  the  expe- 
dition. By  the  return  of  a  courier  he  received  their  ap- 
probation, and  full  power  to  command  their  forces.  He 
then  proceeded  to  Mildenheira,  where  he  was  visited  by 
Prince  Eugene ;  and  these  two  great  men,  whose  talents 
were  congenial,  immediately  contracted  an  intimacy  of 
friendship.  Next  day  Prince  Louis  of  Baden  arrived  in 
the  camp  at  Great  Hippach,  He  told  the  duke,  his 
grace  was  come  to  save  the  empire,  and  to  give  him  an 
opportunity  of  vindicating  his  honour,  which  he  knew 
was  at  the  last  stake  in  the  opinion  of  some  peo[)le. 
The  duke  replied,  he  was  come  to  learn  of  him  how  to 
serve  the  empire :  that  they  must  be  ignorant  indeed, 
who  did  not  know  that  the  Prince  of  Baden,  when  his 
health  permitted  him,  had  preserved  the  empire,  and 
extended  its  conquests. 

Those  three  celebrated  generals  agreed  that  the  two 
armies  should  join ;  that  the  command  should  be  alter- 
nately vested  in  the  duke  and  Prince  Louis  from  day  to 
day ;  and  that  Prince  Eugene  should  command  a  separate 
army  on  the  Rhine.  Prince  Louis  returned  to  his  army 
on  the  Danube  :  Prince  Eugene  set  out  for  Philipsburgh : 
the  Duke  of  Marlborough  being  joined  by  the  imperial 
army  under  Prince  Louis  of  Baden,  at  Wastertellen,  pro- 
secuted his  march  by  Elchingen,  Gingen,  and  Land- 
thaussen.  On  the  first  day  of  July  he  was  in  sight  of 
the  enemy's  intrenchments  at  Dillengen,  and  encamped 
with  his  right  at  Amerdigbem,  and  his  left  at  Onderingen. 
Understandinff  that  the  Elector  of  Bavaria  had  detached  He  defeats 
the  best  part  of  his  infantry  to  reinforce  the  Count  ^a^ifn*\t 
D'Arco,  who  was  posted  behind  strong  lines  at  Schellen-  Scheiien- 
berg,  near  Donawert,  he  resolved  to  attack  their  intrench-  ^^' 
ments  without  delay.  On  the  second  day  of  July  he 
advanced  towards  the  enemy,  and  passed  the  river  Wer- 
mitz:  about  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  the  attack 
was  begun  by  the  English  and  Dutch  infantry,  supported 
by  the  horse  and  dragoons.     They  M^ere  very  severely 
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CHAP,  handled,  and  even  obliged  to  give  way,  when  Prince  Louis 
^^^  of  Baden  marching  up,  at  the  head  of  the  imperialists,  to 
no4.  another  part  of  the  line,  made  a  diversion  in  their  favour. 
After  an  obstinate  resistance  they  forced  his  intrench- 
ments,  and  the  horse  entering  with  the  infantry,  fell  so 
furiously  upon  the  enemy,  already  disordered,  that  they 
were  routed  with  great  slaughter.  They  fled  with  the 
utmost  trepidation  to  Donawertand  the  Danube,  leaving 
six  thousand  men  dead  on  the  field  of  battle.  The  con- 
federates took  sixteen  pieces  of  cannon,  thirteen  pair  of 
colours,  with  all  the  tents  and  baggage.  Yet  the  victory 
was  dearly  purchased :  some  thousands  of  the  allies  were 
slain  in  the  attack,  including  many  gallaiit  ofiicers,  among 
whom  were  the  Generals  Goor  and  Beinheim,  and  Count 
Stirum  was  mortally  wounded.  Next  day  the  Bavarian 
garrison  abandoned  Donawert,  of  which  the  confederates 
took  immediate  possession,  while  the  elector  passed  the 
Danube  in  his  march  to  the  river  Leche,  lest  the  victors 
should  cut  off  his  retreat  to  his  own  country.  The  con- 
federates having  crossed  the  Danube  on  several  bridges 
of  pontoons,  a  detachment  was  sent  to  pass  the  Leche, 
and  take  post  in  the  country  of  the  elector,  who  had  re- 
tired under  the  cannon  of  Augsburgh.  The  garrison  of 
Neuburgh  retiring  to  Ingoldstadt,  the  place  was  secured 
by  the  confederates ;  and  the  Count  de  Frize  was  de- 
tached with  nine  battalions  and  fifteen  squadrons  to  invest 
the  town  of  Rain.  Advice  arriving  from  Prince  Eugene 
that  the  Mareschals  Villeroy  and  Tallard  had  passed  the 
Rhine  at  Fort  Kehl,  with  an  army  of  five-and-forty  thou- 
sand men,  to  succour  the  Elector  of  Bavaria,  the  generals 
of  the  allies  immediately  detached  Prince  Maximilian  of 
Hanover  with  thirty  squadrons  of  horse,  as  a  reinforce- 
ment to  the  prince.  In  a  feW  days  Rain  surrendered, 
and  Aicha  was  taken  by  assault.  The  emperor  no  sooner 
received  a  confirmation  of  the  victory  of  Schellenberg, 
than  he  wrote  a  letter  of  acknowledgment  to  the  Duke 
of  Marlborough,  and  ordered  Count  Wratislau  to  inti- 
mate his  intention  of  investing  him  with  the  title  of 
prince  of  the  empire,  which  the  duke  declined  accepting, 
until  the  queen  interposed  her  authority  at  the  desire  of 
Leopold. 

The  allies  advanced  within  a  league  of  Augsburgh,  and 
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thouffh  they  found  the  Elector  of  Bavaria  too  securely    chap, 

VTTT 

posted  under  the  cannon  of  that  city  to  be  dislodged  or  *  ^  '  « 
attacked  with  any  prospect  of  success,  they  encamped  ^J^^- 
with  Friedburgh  in  their  centre,  so  as  to  cut  off  all  com-  n^tiatfon 
munication  between  him  and  his  dominions.  The  Duke  p^^  ^^ 
of  Marlborough  having  reduced  him  to  this  situation,  Bavaria, 
proposed  very  advantageous  terms  of  peace,  provided  he 
would  abandon  the  French  interest,  and  join  the  impe- 
rialists in  Italy.  His  subjects,  seeing  themselves  at  the 
mercy  of  the  allies,  pressed  him  to  comply  with  these 
offers,  rather  than  expose  his  country  to  ruin  and  deso- 
lation. A  negotiation  was  begun,  and  he  seemed  ready 
to  sign  the  articles,  when  hearing  that  Mareschal  Tallard 
had  passed  the  Black  Forest,  to  join  him  with  a  great 
body  of  forces,  he  declared,  that  since  the  King  of  France 
had  made  such  powerful  efforts  to  support  him,  he 
thought  himself  obliged  in  honour  to  continue  firm  in 
the  alliance.  The  generals  of  the  allies  were  so  exas- 
perated at  this  disappointment,  that  they  sent  out  detach- 
ments to  ravage  the  country  of  Bavaria,  as  far  as  Mu- 
nich: upwards  of  three  hundred  towns,  villages,  and 
castles,  were  inhumanly  destroyed,  to  the  indelible  dis- 
grace of  those  who  countenanced  and  conducted  such 
barbarous  practices.  The  elector,  shocked  at  these  brutal 
proceedings,  desired,  in  a  letter  to  the  Duke  of  Marl- 
borough, that  a  stop  might  be  put  to  acts  of  violence  so 
opposite  to  true  glory.  The  answer  he  received  implied, 
that  it  was  in  his  own  power  to  put  an  end  to  them  by 
a  speedy  accommodation.  Incensed  at  this  reply,  he 
declared,  that  since  they  had  obliged  him  to  draw  the 
sword,  he  would  throw  away  the  scabbard.  The  duke  and 
Prince  Louis,  finding  it  impossible  to  attack  the  elector 
in  his  strong  camp,  resolved  to  undertake  the  siege  of 
Ingoldstadt,  and  for  that  purpose  passed  the  Paer  near 
the  town  of  Schrobbenhausen,  where  they  encamped, 
with  their  left  at  Closterburgh.  On  the  fifth  day  of 
August  the  Elector  of  Bavaria  marched  to  Biberach, 
where  he  was  joined  by  Tallard.  He  resolved  to  pass 
the  Danube  at  Lawingen,  to  attack  Prince  Eugene,  who 
had  followed  the  French  army  from  the  lines  of  Biehl, 
and  lay  encamped  at  Hochstadt.  Next  day,  however, 
he  made  a  motion  that  disappointed  the  enemy.    Never* 
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CHAP,   theless,  tbey  persisted  in  their  design  of  passing  the  Da-- 

,  ^^J^'  ,  nube,  and  encamping  at  Blenheim.     The  allies  resolved 

1704.     that  Prince  Louis  should  undertake  the  siege  of  Ingold- 

stadt,  whilst  Prince  Eugene  and  the  duke  should  observe 

the  Elector  of  Bavaria.     Advice  being  received,  that  he 

had  actually  crossed  the  Danube  at  Lawingen,  the  Duke 

of  Marlborough  joined  the  forces  of  Prince  Eugene  at 

the  camp  of  Munster  on  the  eleventh  daj  of  August, 

Prince  Louis  having  by  this  time  marched  off  towards  the 

place  he  intended  to  besiege.     Next  day  the  Duke  of 

Marlborough  and  Prince  Eugene  observed  the  posture  of 

the  enemy,  who  were  advantageously  posted  on  a  hill 

near  Hochstadt,  their  right  being  covered  by  the  Danube 

and  the  village  of  Blenheim,  their  left  by  the  village  of 

Lutzengen,  and  their  front  by  a  rivulet,  the  banks  of 

which  were  steep,  and  the  bottom  marshy. 

Theconfe-      Notwithstanding  these  difficulties,  the   generals  re- 

tain  a  com-  solved  to  attack  them  immediately,  rather  than  lie  inac- 

piete  vie-    tivo  uutil  their  forage  and  provisions  should  be  consumed. 

tory  at  or 

Hochstadt.  They  were,  moreover,  stimulated  to  this  hazardous  enter- 
prise by  an  intercepted  letter  to  the  Elector  of  Bavaria 
from  Mareschal  Villeroy,  giving  him  to  understand  that 
he  had  received  orders  to  ravage  the  country  of  Wirtem- 
berg,  and  intercept  all  communication  between  the  Rhine 
and  the  allied  army.  The  dispositions  being  made  for  the 
attack,  and  the  orders  communicated  to  the  general  offi- 
cers, the  forces  advanced  into  the  plain  on  the  thirteenth 
day  of  August,  and  were  ranged  in  order  of  battle.  The 
cannonading  began  about  nine  in  the  morning,  and  conti- 
nued on  both  sides  till  one  in  the  afternoon.  The  French 
and  Bavarians  amounted  to  about  sixty  thousand  men. 
Mareschal  Tallard  commanded  on  the  right,  and  posted 
seven-and-twenty  battalions,  with  twelve  squadrons,  in 
the  village  of  Blenheim,  supposing  that  there  the  allies 
would  make  their  chief  effi>rt ;  their  left  was  conducted 
by  the  Elector  of  Bavaria,  assisted  by  Marsin,  a  French 
general  of  experience  and  capacity.  The  number  of  the 
confederates  did  not  exceed  five-and-fifty  thousand: 
their  right  was  under  the  direction  of  Prince  Eugene, 
and  their  left  commanded  by  the  Duke  of  Marlborough. 
At  noon  the  action  was  begun  by  a  body  of  English  and 
Hessians   under  Major-General   Wilkes,   who  having 
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passed  the  rivulet  with  difficulty,  and  filed  off  to  the  left    chap. 

in  the  face  of  the  enemy,  attacked  the  village  of  Blen-  ^ l^Jl^ 

heim  with  great  vigour ;  but  were  repulsed  after  three  ^'^^' 
successive  attempts.  Meanwhile  the  troops  in  the 
centre,  and  part  of  the  right  wing,  passed  the  rivulet  on 
planks  in  different  places ;  and  formed  on  the  other  side 
without  any  molestation  from  the  enemy.  At  length, 
however,  they  were  charged  by  the  French  horse  with 
such  impetuosity,  and  so  terribly  galled  in  flank  by  the 
troops  posted  at  Blenheim,  that  they  fell  in  disorder, 
and  part  of  them  repassed  the  rivulet ;  but  a  reinforce- 
ment of  dragoons  coming  up,  the  French  cavalry  were 
broken  in  their  turn,  and  driven  to  the  very  edges  of  the 
village  of  Blenheim.  The  left  wing  of  the  confederates 
being  now  completely  formed,  ascended  the  hill  in  a  firm 
compacted  body,  charging  the  enemy's  horse,  which  could 
no  longer  stand  their  ground,  but  rallied  several  times  as 
they  gave  way.  Tallard,  in  order  to  make  a  vigorous 
effort,  ordered  ten  battalions  to  fill  up  the  intervals  of  his 
cavalry.  The  duke,  perceiving  his  design,  sent  three 
battalions  of  the  troops  of  Zell  to  sustain  his  horse. 
Nevertheless,  the  line  was  a  little  disordered  by  the  pro- 
digious fire  from  the  French  infantry,  and  even  obliged 
to  recoil  about  sixty  paces ;  but  the  confederates  advan- 
cing to  the  charge  with  redoubled  ardour,  routed  the 
French  horse ;  and  their  battalions  being  thus  abandoned, 
were  cut  in  pieces.  Tallard,  having  rallied  his  broken 
cavalry  behind  some  tents  that  were  still  standing,  re- 
solved to  draw  off  the  troops  he  had  posted  in  the  village 
of  Blenheim,  and  sent  an  aid-du-camp  to  Marsin,  who 
was  with  the  Elector  of  Bavaria  on  the  left,  to  desire  he 
would  face  the  confederates  with  some  troops  to  the  right 
of  the  village  of  Oberklau,  so  as  to  keep  them  in  play, 
and  favour  the  retreat  of  the  forces  from  Blenheim.  That 
officer  assured  him,  he  was  so  far  from  being  in  a  condi- 
tion to  spare  troops,  that  he  could  hardly  maintain  his 
ground.  The  fate  of  the  day  was  now  more  than  half  de- 
cided. The  French  cavalry,  being  vigorously  attacked  in 
flank,  were  totally  defeated.  Part  of  them  endeavoured  to 
gain  the  bridge  which  they  had  thrown  over  the  Danube 
between  Hochstadt  and  Blenheim;  but  they  were  so 
closely  pursued,  that  those  who  escaped  the  slaughter 
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CHAP,  threw  themselves  into  the  river,  where  they  perished. 
,  ^^^^'  ,  Tallard,  being  surrounded,  was  taken  near  a  mill  behind 
1704.  the  village  of  Sonderen,  together  with  the  Marquis  de 
Montperouz,  general  of  horse,  the  Major-Generals  de 
Seppeville,  de  Silly,  de  la  Valiere,  and  many  other  officers 
of  distinction.  Whilst  these  occurrences  passed  on  the  left 
wing,  Marsin's  quarters  at  the  village  of  Oberklau,  in  the 
centre,  were  attacked  by  ten  battalions,  under  the  Prince 
of  Holsteinbeck,  who  passed  the  rivulet  with  undaunted 
resolution ;  but,  before  he  could  form  his  men  on  the 
other  side,  he  was  overpowered  by  numbers,  mortally 
wounded,  and  taken  prisoner.  His  battalions  being  sup- 
ported by  some  Danish  and  Hanoverian  cavalry,  renewed 
the  charge,  and  were  again  repulsed :  at  length  the  Duke 
of  Marlborough  in  person  brought  up  some  fresh  squa- 
drons from  the  body  of  reserve,  and  compelled  the  enemy 
to  retire.  By  this  time  Prince  Eugene  had  obliged  the 
left  wing  of  the  enemy  to  give  ground,  after  having  sur- 
mounted a  great  number  of  difficulties,  sustained  a  very 
obstinate  opposition,  and  seen  his  cavalry,  in  which  his 
chief  strength  seemed  to  lie,  three  times  repulsed.  The 
Duke  of  Marlborough  had  no  sooner  defeated  the  right 
wing,  than  he  made  a  disposition  to  reinforce  the  prince, 
when  he  understood  from  an  aid-du-camp  that  his  high- 
ness had  no  occasion  for  assistance ;  and  that  the  elector, 
with  Monsieur  de  Marsin,  had  abandoned  Oberklau  and 
Lutzengen.  They  were  pursued  as  far  as  the  villages  of 
Morselingen  and  Teissenhoven,  from  whence  they  re- 
treated to  Dillingen  and  Lawingen.  The  confederates 
being  now  masters  of  the  field  of  battle,  surrounded  the 
village  of  Blenheim,  in  which,  as  we  have  already  ob- 
served, seven-and-twenty  battalions  and  twelve  squadrons 
were  posted.  These  troops,  seeing  themselves  cut  oif 
from  all  communication  with  the  rest  of  their  army,  and 
despairing  of  being  able  to  force  their  way  through  the 
allies,  capitulated  about  eight  in  the  evening,  laid  down 
their  arms,  delivered  their  colours  and  standards,  and 
surrendered  themselves  prisoners  of  war,  on  condition 
that  the  officers  should  not  be  rifled.  This  was  one  of 
the  most  glorious  and  complete  victories  that  ever  was 
obtained.  Ten  thousand  French  and  Bavarians  were 
left  dead  on  the  field  of  battle :  the  greater  part  of  thirty 
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squadrons  of  horse  and  dragoons  perished  in  the  river  chap. 
Danube:  thirteen  thousand  were  made  prisoners:  one  *  ^^}^' » 
hundred  pieces  of  cannon  were  taken,  with  twenty- four  ^^^^ 
mortars,  one  hundred  and  twenty-nine  colours,  one  hun- 
dred and  seventy-one  standards,  seventeen  pair  of  kettle- 
drums, three  thousand  six  hundred  tents,  four-and-thirty 
coaches,  three  hundred  laden  mules,  two  bridges  of  boats, 
fifteen  pontoons,  fifteen  barrels  and  eight  casks  filled  with 
silver.  Of  the  allies,  about  four  thousand  five  hundred 
men  were  killed,  and  about  eight  thousand  wounded  or 
taken.  The  loss  of  the  battle  was  imputed  to  two  capital 
errors  committed  by  Mareschal  Tallard;  namely,  his 
weakening  the  centre,  by  detaching  such  a  number  of 
troops  to  the  village  of  Blenheim,  and  his  suffering  the 
confederates  to  pass  the  rivulet,  and  form  unmolested. 
Certain  it  is,  these  circumstances  contributed  to  the  suc- 
cess of  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  who  rode  through  the 
hottest  of  the  fire  with  the  calmest  intrepidity,  giving  his 
orders  with  that  presence  of  mind  and  deliberation  which 
were  so  peculiar  to  his  character.  When  he  next  day 
visited  Tallard,  he  told  that  general,  he  was  sorry  such  a 
misfortune  should  happen  personally  to  one  for  whom  he 
had  a  profound  esteem.  The  mareschal  congratulated 
him  on  having  vanquished  the  best  troops  in  the  world ; 
a  compliment  to  which  the  duke  replied,  that  he  thought 
his  own  the  best  troops  in  the  world,  seeing  they  had 
conquered  those  upon  whom  the  mareschal  had  bestowed 
such  an  encomium. 

The  victorious  generals  having  by  this  decisive  stroke  |'*8?®' 
saved  the  house  of  Austria  from  entire  ruin,  and  entirely 
changed  the  face  of  affairs  in  the  empire,  signified  their 
opinion  to  Prince  Louis  of  Baden,  that  it  would  be  for 
the  advantage  of  the  common  cause  to  join  all  their 
forces,  and  drive  the  French  out  of  Germany,  rather  than 
lose  time  at  the  siege  of  Ingoldstadt,  which  would  sur- 
render of  course.  This  opinion  was  confirmed  by  the 
conduct  of  the  French  garrison  at  Augsburg,  who  quitted 
that  place  on  the  sixteenth  day  of  August.  The  magis- 
trates sent  a  deputation  craving  the  protection  of  the 
Duke  of  Marlborough,  who  forthwith  ordered  a  detach- 
ment to  take  possession  of  that  important  city.  Tlie 
Duke  having  sent  Mareschal  de  Tallard  under  a  guard 
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CHAP,  of  dragoons  to  Franckfort,  and  disposed  of  the  other 
siZa^h^  prisoners  of  distmction  in  the  adjacent  places,  encamped 
i704i  at  SefiUingen,  within  half  a  league  of  Ulm.  Here  he 
held  a  conference  with  the  Princes  Eugene  atid  Louis  of 
Baden,  in  which  they  agreed,  that  as  the  enemy  retreated 
towards  the  Rhine,  the  confederate  army  should  take 
the  same  route,  excepting  three-and-twenty  battalions 
and  some  squadrons,  to  be  left  for  the  siege  Of  Ulm, 
under  General  Thungen.  They  began  their  march  on 
the  twenty-sixth  day  of  August,  by  different  routes,  to 
the  general  rendezvous  at  Bruschal,  near  Philipsburgh. 
Then  they  resolved,  that  Prince  Louis  of  Baden  should 
undertake  the  siege  of  Landau,  in  order  to  Secure  the 
circle  of  Suabia  from  the  incursions  of  that  garrison. 
Considering  the  consternation  that  prevailed  all  over 
France,  nothing  could  be  more  impolitic  than  this  mea- 
sure, which  gave  the  enemy  time  for  recollection,  and 
recruiting  their  forces.  It  was  a  proposal  on  which  the 
Prince  of  Baden  insisted  with  uncommon  obstinacy. 
He  was  even  suspected  of  corruption.  He  was  jealous 
of  the  glory  which  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  had  ac- 
quired, and  such  a  bigoted  papist,  that  he  repined  at  the 
success  of  an  heretical  general.  On  the  twelfth  day  of 
September  he  marched  towards  Landau  with  the  troops 
destined  for  the  siege,  and  the  Duke  of  Marlborough, 
with  Prince  Eugene,  encamped  at  Croon  Weissenburgh, 
to  cover  the  enterprise.  By  this  time  Ulm  had  surren- 
dered to  Thungen  even  before  the  trenches  were  opened. 
Villeroy  advanced  with  his  army  towards  Landau,  as  if 
he  had  intended  to  attack  the  confederates ;  but  retired 
without  having  made  any  attempt  for  the  relief  of  the 
place,  which  was  defended  with  the  most  obstinate  valour 
till  the  twenty-third  day  of  November,  when  the  be- 
siegers having  lodged  themselves  on  the  counterscarp, 
the  breaches  being  practicable,  and  the  dispositions  made 
for  a  general  assault,  the  garrison  capitulated  upon 
honourable  conditions.  The  King  of  the  Romans  had 
arrived  in  the  camp,  that  he  might  have  the  credit  of 
taking  the  place,  the  command  of  which  he  bestowed 
on  the  Count  de  Frize,  who  had  before  defended  it  with 
equal  courage  and  ability. 

The  next  enterprise  which  the  confederates  undertook 
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was  the  siege  of  Traerbach.     The  hereditary  Prince  of   chap. 
Hesse-Cassei  being  entrusted  with  the  direction  of  the  i  ^^}^'  > 
attacks,  invested  the  castle  in  the  beginning  of  Novem-     ^704 
ber.    Though  it  was  strongly  fortified,  and  well  defended,  J/^mmS!^- 
he  carried  on  his  operations  with  such  spirit  and  assi-  rongh  re- 
duity,  that  in  about  six  weeks  the  garrison  surrendered  emLbS 
the  place  on  honourable  terms.     In  the  mean  time  the 
Duke  of  Marlborough  repaired  to  Berlin,  where  he  nego- 
tiated for  a  reinforcement  of  eight  thousand  Prussians, 
to  serve  under  Prince  Eugene  in  Italy  during  the  next 
campaign.     Thence  he  proceeded  to  the  court  of  Ha- 
nover, where,  as  in  all  other  places,  he  was  received  with 
particular  marks  of  distinction.    When  he  arrived  at  the 
Hague,  he  was  congratulated  by  the  States-General  on 
his  victories  at  Schellenberg  and  Blenheim,  and  as  much 
considered  in  Holland  as  if  he  had  been  actually  stadt- 
holder.     He  had  received  a  second  letter  from  the  em- 
peror, couched  in  the  warmest  tei-ms  of  acknowledgment, 
and  was  declared  prince  of  the  empire.     In  December 
he  embarked  for  England,  where  he  found  the  people 
in  a  transport  of  joy,  and  was  welcomed  as  a  hero  who 
had  retrieved  the  glory  of  the  nation. 

In  Flanders,  nothing  of  moment  was  executed,  except  state  of  tiie 
the  bombardment  of  Bruges  and  Namur  by  Baron  Spaar,  ferenTparts 
vdth  nine  thousand  Dutch  troops;  and  two  attempts ®^ ^^^'P^- 
upon  the  French  lines,  which  were  actually  penetrated 
by  Auverquerque,  though  he  was  not  able  to  maintain 
the  footing  he  had  gained.  The  Elector  of  Bavaria,  who 
had  retired  to  Brussels  after  his  defeat,  formed  a  scheme 
for  surprising  the  Dutch  general  at  the  end  of  the  cam- 
paign, and  assembled  all  his  troops  at  Tirlemont ;  but  the 
French  court,  apprehensive  of  his  temerity^  sent  Villeroy 
to  watch  his  conduct,  and  prevent  his  hazarding  an  en- 
gagement, except  with  a  fair  prospect  of  advantage.  The 
mareschal,  finding  him  determined  to  give  battle  at 
all  events,  represented  the  improbability  of  succeeding 
against  an  enemy  so  advantageously  posted,  and  the  ill 
consequences  of  a  repulse ;  but,  finding  the  elector  deaf 
to  all  his  remonstrances,  he  flatly  refused  to  march,  and 
produced  the  king's  order  to  avoid  an  engagement.  In 
Italy  the  French  met  with  no  opposition.  The  Duke  of 
Savoy,  being  unable  to  face  the  enemy  in  the  field,  was 
obliged  to  lie  inactive.     He  ^aw  the  Duke  de  Venddme 
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CHAP,  reduce  Vercelli  and  Tvrea,  and  undertake  the  siege  of 
v^lfiL-i  Verac,  while  he  posted  his  little  army  on  the  other  side 
1704.  of  the  Po,  at  Crescentino,  where  he  had  a  bridge  of 
communication,  by  which  he  supplied  the  place  occa- 
sionally with  fresh  troops  and  provisions.  The  place 
held  out  five  months,  against  all  the  eflforts  of  the  French 
general :  at  length,  the  communication  being  cut  off,  the 
Duke  of  Savoy  retired  to  Chivas.  He  bore  his  misfor- 
tunes with  great  equanimity,  and  told  the  English  mi- 
nister, that  though  he  was  abandoned  by  the  allies,  he 
would  never  abandon  himself.  The  emperor  had  neg- 
lected Italy,  that  he  might  act  with  more  vigour  against 
Ragotski  and  the  Hungarian  malecontents,  over  whom 
he  obtained  several  advantages :  notwithstanding  which 
they  continued  formidable,  from  their  number,  bravery, 
and  resolution.  The  ministers  of  the  allies  pressed  Leo- 
pold to  enter  into  a  negotiation  for  a  peace  with  those 
rebels,  and  conferences  were  opened;  but  he  was  not 
sincerely  disposed  to  an  accommodation,  and  Ragotski 
aimed  at  the  principality  of  Transylvania,  which  the  court 
of  Vienna  would  not  easily  relinquish.  The  emperor  was 
not  a  little  alarmed  by  a  revolution  at  the  Ottoman 
Porte,  until  the  new  sultan  despatched  a  chiaus  to 
Vienna  with  an  assurance  that  he  would  give  no  assist- 
ance to  the  malecontents  of  Hungary.  In  Poland,  the 
diet  being  assembled  by  the  cardinal-primate,  Stanislaus 
Lezinski,  Palatine  of  Posnania,  was  elected  and  pro- 
claimed king,  and  recognized  by  Charles  of  Sweden,  who 
still  maintained  his  army  by  contributions  in  that  coun- 
try, more  intent  upon  the  reign  of  Augustus  than  upon 
the  preservation  of  his  own  dominions;  for  he  paid  no 
regard  to  the  progress  of  the  Muscovites,  who  had  ra- 
vaged Livonia,  reduced  Narva,  and  made  incursions  into 
Sweden.  Augustus  retreated  into  his  Saxon  dominions, 
which  he  impoverished  in  order  to  raise  a  great  army, 
with  which  he  might  return  to  Poland ;  the  pope  espoused 
the  interest  of  this  new  convert  so  far  as  to  cite  the  car- 
dinal-primate to  appear  at  Rome,  and  give  an  account  of 
the  share  he  had  in  the  Polish  troubles.  The  Protestants 
of  the  Cenvennois,  deriving  courage  from  despair,  became 
so  troublesome  to  the  government  of  France,  that  Louis 
was  obliged  to  treat  them  with  lenity :  he  sent  Mares- 
chal  Villars  against  them  with  a  fresh  reinforcement ; 
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but  at  the  same  time  furnished  him  with  instructions  to    chap. 
treat  for  an  accommodation.     This  officer  immediately  *  ^^^^'  * 
commenced  a  negotiation  with  Cavalier,  the  chief  of  the     ^704. 
revolters ;  and  a  formal  treaty  was  concluded,  by  which 
they  were  indulged  with  liberty  of  conscience ;  but  these 
articles  were  very  ill  observed  by  the  French  ministry. 

In  Portugal,  the  interest  of  King  Charles  wore  a  very  campaign 
melancholy  aspect.  When  he  arrived  at  Lisbon,  he  found  "^Portugal, 
no  preparations  made  for  opening  the  campaign.  The 
Portuguese  ministry  favoured  the  French  in  secret ;  the 
people  were  averse  to  heretics ;  the  Duke  of  Schomberg 
was  on  ill  terms  with  Fagel,  the  Dutch  general :  the  Por- 
tuguese forces  consisted  of  raw  undisciplined  peasants ; 
and  the  French  ambassador  had  bought  up  the  best  horses 
in  the  kingdom,  so  that  the  troopers  could  not  be  properly 
mounted.  The  King  of  Portugal  had  promised  to  enter 
Spain  with  Charles  by  the  middle  of  May ;  but  he  was 
not  ready  till  the  beginning  of  June,  when  they  reached 
Santarem.  By  this  time  they  had  published  their  respec- 
tive manifestoes ;  Charles  displaying  his  title  to  the  crown 
of  Spain,  and  promising  pardon  to  all  his  subjects  who 
should  in  three  months  join  his  army ;  and  the  King 
of  Portugal  declaring,  that  his  sole  aim  in  taking  up  arms 
was  to  restore  the  liberty  of  the  Spanish  nation,  oppressed 
by  the  power  of  France,  as  well  as  to  assert  the  right  of 
Charles  to  that  monarchy.  The  present  possessor,  whom 
they  mentioned  by  the  name  of  the  Duke  of  Anjou,  had 
already  anticipated  their  invasion.  His  general,  the 
Duke  of  Berwick,  entering  Portugal,  took  the  town  of 
Segura  by  stratagem.  The  governor  of  Salvaterra  sur- 
rendered at  discretion:  Cebreros  was  reduced  without 
much  opposition  :  Zebredo  was  abandoned  by  the  inha- 
bitants ;  and  the  town  of  Lhana  la  Viella  was  taken  by 
assault.  Portugal  was  at  the  same  time  invaded  in  dif- 
ferent parts  by  the  Marquis  de  Jeoffreville,  Prince 
Tserclaes  de  Tilly,  and  the  Marquis  de  Villadarias.  Two 
Dutch  battalions  were  attacked  and  taken  by  the  Duke 
of  Berwick  at  Sodreira  Formosa.  Then  he  passed  the 
Tagus,  and  joined  Prince  Tserclaes.  King  Philip  arriving 
in  the  army,  invested  Portalegre ;  and  the  garrison,  in- 
cluding an  English  regiment  of  foot,  commanded  by 
Colonel  Stanhope,  were  made  prisoners  of  war.     The 
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CHAP,  next  place  he  besieged  was  Castle  Davide,  which  met  with 
wZJ^L-^  the  same  fate.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Marquis  Das 
1704.  Minas,  in  order  to  make  a  diversion,  entered  Spain  with 
fifteen  thousand  men,  took  Fueute  Grimaldo,  in  Castile, 
by  assault,  defeated  a  body  of  French  and  Spaniards 
commanded  by  Don  Bonquillo,  and  made  himself  master 
of  Manseinto.  The  weather  growing  excessively  hot, 
Philip  sent  his  troops  into  quarters  of  refreshment ;  and 
the  allies  followed  his  example.  Duke  Schomberg  find- 
ing his  advice  very  little  regarded  by  the  Portuguese 
ministry,  and  seeing  very  little  prospect  of  success,  desired 
leave  to  resign  his  command,  which  the  queen  bestowed 
upon  the  Earl  of  Gralway,  who,  with  a  reinforcement  of 
English  and  Dutch  troops,  arrived  at  Lisbon  on  the  thir- 
tieth day  of  July.  About  the  latter  end  of  September, 
the  two  kings  repaired  to  the  camp  near  Almeda,  resolv- 
ing to  invade  Castile ;  but  they  found  the  river  Agueda 
so  well  guarded  by  the  Duke  of  Berwick,  that  they 
would  not  attempt  a  passage.  They  therefore  retired 
into  the  territories  of  Portugal,  and  the  army  was  put 
into  winter-quarters.  The  Spaniards  were  now  so  weak- 
ened, by  detachments  sent  with  the  Marquis  de  Villa- 
darias  towards  Gibraltar,  that  the  Duke  of  Berwick  could 
not  execute  any  scheme  of  importance  during  the  remain- 
ing part  of  the  campaign, 
^r  George  The  arms  of  England  were  not  less  fortunate  by  sea 
takes  Gi-  than  they  had  been  upon  the  Danube.  Sir  George 
braitar.  Rooke  having  landed  King  Charles  at  Lisbon,  sent  a 
squadron  to  cruize  off  Cape  Spartell,  under  the  command 
of  Rear-Admiral  Dilkes,  who,  on  the  twelfth  of  March, 
engaged  and  took  three  Spanish  ships  of  war,  bound 
from  St.  Sebastian's  to  Cadiz.  Rooke  received  orders 
from  the  queen  to  sail  to  the  relief  of  Nice  and  Villa 
Franca,  which  were  threatened  with  a  siege  by  the  Duke 
de  Vendome :  at  the  same  time  he  was  pressed  by  King 
Charles  to  execute  a  scheme  upon  Barcelona,  projected 
by  the  Prince  of  Hesse  d'Armstadt,  who  declared  his 
opinion,  that  the  Catalonians  would  declare  for  the  house 
of  Austria,  as  soon  as  they  should  be  assured  of  proper 
support  and  protection.  The  ministry  of  England  under- 
standing that  the  French  were  employed  in  equipping  a 
strong  squadron  at  Brest,  and  judging  it  was  destined  to 
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act  in  the  Mediterranean,  sent  out  Sir  Cloudesley  Shovel  chap. 
with  a  considerable  fleet,  to  watch  the  motions  of  the  v«Z!^!l^ 
Brest  squadron ;  and  he  was  provided  with  instructions  i704. 
how  to  act,  in  case  it  should  be  sailed  to  the  Mediterra- 
nean. Meanwhile,  Sir  George  Rooke,  in  compliance  with 
the  entreaties  of  King  Charles,  sailed  with  the  transports 
under  his  convoy  to  Barcelona,  and  on  the  eighteenth  of 
May  appeared  before  the  city.  Next  day  the  troops  were 
landed  by  the  Prince  of  Hesse,  to  the  number  of  two 
thousand,  and  the  Dutch  ketches  bombarded  the  place ; 
but  by  this  time  the  governor  had  secured  the  chiefs  of 
the  Austrian  party,  and  the  people  exhibiting  no  marks 
of  attachment  to  King  Charles,  the  prince  re-embarked 
his  soldiers,  from  an  apprehension  of  their  being  attacked 
and  overpowered  by  superior  numbers.  On  the  six- 
teenth day  of  June,  Sir  George  Rooke,  being  joined  by 
Sir  Cloudesley  Shovel,  resolved  to  proceed  up  the  Medi- 
terranean in  quest  of  the  French  fleet,  which  had  sailed 
thither  from  Brest,  and  which  Rooke  had  actually  dis- 
covered, in  the  preceding  month,  on  their  voyage  to  Tou- 
lon. On  the  seventeenth  day  of  July  the  admiral  called 
a  council  of  war  in  the  road  of  Tetuan,  when  they  resolved 
to  make  an  attempt  upon  Gibraltar,  which  was  but  slen- 
derly provided  with  a  garrison.  Thither  they  sailed,  and 
on  the  twenty-first  day  of  the  month  the  Prince  of  Hesse 
landed  on  the  isthmus  with  eighteen  hundred  marines : 
then  he  summoned  the  governor  to  surrender,  and  was 
answered,  that  the  place  would  be  defended  to  the  last 
extremity.  Next  day  the  admiral  gave  orders  for  can- 
nonading the  tovm :  perceiving  that  the  enemy  were 
driven  from  their  fortifications  at  the  south  mole-head, 
he  commanded  Captain  Whitaker  to  arm  all  the  boats, 
and  assault  that  quarter.  The  Captains  Hicks  and 
Jumper,  who  happened  to  be  nearest  the  mole,  immedi- 
ately manned  their  pinnaces,  and  entered  the  fortifications 
sword  in  hand.  The  Spaniards  sprung  a  mine,  by  which 
two  lieutenants,  and  about  a  hundred  men  were  killed  or 
wounded.  Nevertheless,  the  two  captains  took  possession 
of  a  platform,  and  kept  their  ground  until  they  were  sus- 
tained by  Captain  Whitaker,  and  the  rest  of  the  seamen, 
who  took  by  storm  a  redoubt  between  the  mole  and  the 
town.     Then  the  governor  capitulated ;  and  the  Prince 
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CHAP,   of  Hesse  entered  the  place,  amazed  at  the  success  of  this 

VITT 

^ *  i  attempt,  considering  the  strength  of  the  fortifications, 

1704.  which  might  have  been  defended  by  fifty  men  against  a 
numerous  army. 
And  worsts  A  Sufficient  garrison  being  left  with  his  highness, 
fleet  in^r  ^^^  admiral  returned  to  Tetuan,  to  take  in  wood  and 
battle  off  water ;  and  when  he  sailed,  on  the  ninth  day  of  Au- 
*^  gust,  he  descried  the  French  fleet,  to  which  he  gave 
chase  vnth  all  the  sail  he  could  spread.  On  the  thir- 
teenth he  came  up  with  it,  as  it  lay  in  a  line  off  Ma- 
laga ready  to  receive  him,  to  the  number  of  two-and- 
fifty  great  ships,  and  four-and-twenty  galleys,  under  the 
command  of  the  Count  de  Tholouse,  High  Admiral  of 
France,  with  the  inferior  flags  of  the  white  and  blue  di- 
visions. The  English  fleet  consisted  of  three-and-fifty 
ships  of  the  line,  exclusive  of  frigates,  but  they  were 
inferior  to  the  French  in  number  of  guns  and  men,  as 
well  as  in  weight  of  metal,  and  altogether  unprovided  of 
galleys,  from  which  the  enemy  reaped  great  advantage 
during  the  engagement.  A  little  after  ten  in  the  morn- 
ing the  battle  began,  with  equal  fury  on  both  sides,  and 
continued  to  rage  with  doubtful  success  till  two  in  the 
afternoon,  when  the  van  of  the  French  gave  way ;  never- 
theless, the  fight  was  maintained  till  night,  when  the 
enemy  bore  away  to  leeward.  The  wind  shifting  before 
morning,  the  French  gained  the  weather-gage ;  but  they 
made  no  use  of  this  advantage ;  for  two  successive  days 
the  English  admiral  endeavoured  to  renew  the  engage- 
ment, which  the  Count  de  Tholouse  declined,  and  at  last 
he  disappeared.  The  loss  was  pretty  equal  on  both  sides, 
though  not  a  single  ship  was  taken  or  destroyed  by  either ; 
but  the  honour  of  the  day  certainly  remained  with  the 
English.  Over  and  above  the  disadvantages  we  have 
enumerated,  the  bottoms  of  the  British  fleet  were  foul, 
and  several  large  ships  had  expended  all  their  shot  long 
before  the  battle  ceased  ;  yet  the  enemy  were  so  roughly 
handled,  that  they  did  not  venture  another  engagement 
during  the  whole  war.  The  French  king,  in  order  to 
raise  the  drooping  spirits  of  his  people,  claimed  the  vic- 
tory, and  published  an  account  of  the  action,  which,  at 
this  distance  of  time,  plainly  proves  that  he  was  reduced 
to  the  mean  shift  of  imposing  upon  his  subjects  by  false 
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and  partial  representations.  Among  other  exaggerations  chap. 
in  this  detail,  we  find  mention  made  of  mischief  done  >  ^^/^'  ^ 
to  French  ships  by  English  bombs :  though  nothing  is  ^^^^• 
more  certaia  than  that  there  was  not  one  bomb  vessel 
in  the  combined  fleet.  The  French  academy,  actuated 
by  a  servile  spirit  of  adulation,  caused  a  medal  to  be 
struck  on  the  occasion,  which,  instead  of  perpetuating 
the  glory  of  their  prince,  served  only  to  transmit  their 
own  shame  to  posterity.  After  the  battle,  Sir  George 
Booke  sailed  to  Gibraltar  to  refit,  and  leaving  a  squadron 
with  Sir  John  Leake,  set  sail  for  England  on  the  twenty- 
fourth  day  of  August.  He  arrived  in  September,  and 
was  received  by  the  ministry,  and  the  people  in  general, 
with  those  marks  of  esteem  and  veneration  which  were 
due  to  his  long  services  and  signal  success;  but  he  was 
still  persecuted  with  a  spirit  of  envy  and  detraction. 
Philip,  King  of  Spain,  alarmed  at  the  reduction  of 
Gibraltar,  sent  the  Marquis  de  Villadarias  with  an  army 
to  retake  it.  The  siege  lasted  four  months,  during  which 
the  Prince  of  Hesse  exhibited  many  shining  proofs  of 
courage  and  ability.  The  place  was  supplied  with  men 
and  provisions  by  convoys  from  Lisbon,  until  Monsieur 
de  Pointis  put  a  stop  to  that  communication,  by  entering 
the  bay  with  a  strong  squadron,  but  he  was  obliged  to 
retire  at  the  approach  of  Sir  John  Leake  and  Admiral 
Vanderdussen ;  and  the  Marquis  de  Villadarias,  having 
made  little  or  no  progress  on  land,  thought  proper  to 
abandon  the  enterprise. 

The  Parliament  of  Enriand  meeting  on  the  twenty-  Seaaion  of 
ninth  day  of  October,  the  queen,  in  her  speech,  observed,  in  England, 
that  the  great  and  remarkable  success  with  which  God 
had  blessed  her  arms  produced  unanimous  joy  and  satis- 
faction through  all  parts  of  the  kingdom ;  and  that  a 
timely  improvement  of  the  present  advantages  would 
enable  her  to  procure  a  lasting  foundation  of  security  for 
England,  as  well  as  a  firm  support  for  the  liberty  of  Eu- 
rope. She  declared  her  intention  was  to  be  kind  and 
indulgent  to  all  her  subjects.  She  expressed  her  hope 
that  they  would  do  nothing  to  endanger  the  loss  of  this 
opportunity ;  and  that  there  would  be  no  contention 
among  them,  but  an  emulation  to  promote  the  public 
welfare.     Congratulatory  addresses  were  voted  and  pre- 
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CHAP,   sented  by  both  Houses.    They  were  equal  in  their  pro- 
,  ^^J^'  ,  fessions  of  duty  and  affection  to  the  queen ;  but  the  ad- 
1704.     dresses  imbibed  a  very  different  colour  from  the  different 
factions  by  which  the  two  Houses  were  influenced.     The 
Lords  congratulated  her  on  the  great  and  glorious  success 
of  her  arms  under  the  command  of  the  Duke  of  Marl- 
borough, without  deigning  to  mention  Sir  George  Rooke, 
who  had  defeated  the  French  navy  at  sea,  and  added 
the  important  fortress  of  Gibraltar  to  the  British  con-* 
quests.     On  the  other  hand,  the  Commons  affected  to 
mention  the  battle  of  Blenheim,  and  Booke's  naval  vic- 
tory, as  events  of  equal  glory  and  importance.     How- 
ever they  might  be  warped  by  prejudice  against  indi- 
viduals, they  did  not  suffer  the  war  to  languish  for  want 
of  supplies.     Having  taken  into  consideration  the  ser- 
vices of  the  army  and  navy,  they  voted  that  the  queen 
should  be  desired  to  bestow  her  bounty  on  the  seamen 
and  land-forces  who  had  behaved  themselves  so  gallantly. 
Then  they  deliberated  upon  the  different  articles  of  na^ 
tional  expense,  and  granted  four  millions  six  hundred 
and  seventy  thousand  nine  hundred  and  thirty-one  pounds 
for  the  occasions  of  the  ensuing  year,  to  be  raised  by  a 
land-tax,  by  the  sale  of  annuities,  and  other  expedients. 
These  measures  were  taken  with  such  expedition,  that 
the  land-tax  received  the  royal  assent  on  the  ninth  day 
of  December ;  when  the  queen,  in  a  short  speech,  thanked 
the  Commons  for  their  despatch,  which  she  considered 
a  sure  pledge  of  their  affection. 
An  act  of       The  high-church  party  took  this  occasion  to  promote 
pasrod*^"   the  bill  against  occasional  conformity,  which  was  revived 
against  the  and  brought  into  the  House  on  a  new  model,  by  Mr. 
William  Bromley,  who  moved,  that  it  might  be  tacked 
to  the  land-tax  bill,  and  sent  up  to  the  Lords  for  their 
concurrence.     The  court  no  longer  espoused  this  mea^ 
sure,  and  the  violent  party  was  weakened  by  defection. 
After  a  warm  and  tedious  debate,  the  tack  was  rejected 
by  a  great  majority.     The  bill,  however,  passed  the  House 
of  Commons,  and  was  sent  up  to  the  Lords  on  the  four- 
teenth day  of  December,  when  it  would  hardly  have  ex- 
cited a  debate,  had  not  the  queen  been  present,  and  de- 
sirous of  hearing  what  could  be  said  on  both  sides  of  the 
question.     For  the  information  and  satisfaction  of  her 
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I  majesty  the  subject  was  again  discussed,  and  all  the  ar*    chap. 

I  guments  being  repeated,  the  bill  was  rejected  by  a  ma-  .  ^^^^' . 

^  jority  of  one-and-twenty  voices.     The  next  subject  on     1704. 

1:  which  the  House  of  Lords  employed  their  attention  was 

B  the  late  conduct  of  the  Scottish  Parliament.     The  Lord 

f  Haversham  in  a  set  speech  observed,  that  the  settlement 

of  the  succession  in  Scotland  had  been  postponed,  partly 
because  the  ministry  for  that  kingdom  were  weak  and 
divided ;  partly  from  a  received  opinion  that  the  succes- 
sion was  never  sincerely  and  cordially  intended  by  those 
who  managed  the  affairs  of  Scotland  in  the  cabinet  coun- 
cil. He  expatiated  on  the  bad  consequences  that  might 
attend  the  act  of  security,  which  he  styled  a  bill  of  ex- 
clusion ;  and  particularly  mentioned  that  clause  by  which 
the  heritors  and  boroughs  were  ordained  to  exercise  their 
fencible  men  every  month.  He  said  the  nobility  and 
gentry  of  Scotland  were  as  learned  and  brave  as  any 
nation  in  Europe,  and  generally  discontented ;  that  the 
common  people  were  very  numerous,  very  stout,  and  very 
poor ;  and  he  asked  who  was  the  man  that  could  tell 
what  such  a  multitude,  so  armed,  and  so  disciplined, 
might  do  under  such  leaders,  could  opportunities  suit 
their  intention.  He  recommended  these  circumstances 
to  the  consideration  of  the  House,  and  concluded  with 
these  words  of  Lord  Bacon,  "  Let  men  beware  how  they 
neglect  or  suffer  matter  of  troubles  to  be  prepared  ;  for 
no  man  can  forbid  the  sparks  that  may  set  all  on  fire." 
The  Lords  resolved  to  consider  these  subjects  on  the 
twenty-ninth  day  of  November,  when  the  queen  repaired 
to  the  House  of  Peers  to  hear  the  debates,  and  by  her 
presence  moderate  the  heat  of  both  parties.  The  Earl 
of  Nottingham  reflected  so  severely  on  the  memory  of 
King  William,  that  he  would  have  been  sent  to  the  Tower, 
had  not  the  Lords  declined  any  such  motion,  out  of 
respect  to  her  majesty.  After  much  declamation  on  the 
Scottish  act  of  security,  the  grand  committee  of  the 
Peers,  by  the  advice  of  Lord  Wharton,  resolved  that  the 
queen  should  be  enabled  by  act  of  Parliament  on  the 
part  of  England,  to  name  commissioners  to  treat  about 
an  union  with  Scotland,  provided  that  the  Parliament  of 
Scotland  should  first  appoint  commissioners  on  their  part 
for  the  same  purpose :  that  no  Scotsmen  should  enjoy 
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CHAP,   the  privileges  of  Englishmen,  except  such  as  were  settled 
u-I^^!Lj  in  England,  Ireland,  and  the  plantations,  and  such  as 
1704.     -vrere  or  might  be  in  the  sea  or  land  service,  until  an 
union  could  be  effected,  or  the  succession  settled  as  in 
England:  that  the  traffic  by  cattle  from  Scotland    to 
England  should  be  prevented:  that  the  lord  admiral 
should  issue  orders  for  taking  such  vessels  as  should  be 
found  trading  from  Scotland  to  France,  or  to  the  ports 
of  any  of  her  majesty's  enemies ;  and  that  care  should  be 
taken  to  prevent  the  exportation  of  English  wool  into 
Scotland.     On  these  resolutions  a  bill  was  formed  for 
an  entire  union,  and  passed  the  House  on  the  twentieth 
day  of  December.     The  Lords  presented  an  address  to 
the  queen,  representing  that  they  had  duly  weighed  the 
dangerous  and  pernicious  effects  that  were  likely  to  be 
produced  by  divers  acts  of  Parliament  lately  passed  in 
Scotland :  that  they  were  of  opinion  the  safety  of  the 
kingdom  required  that  speedy  and  effectual  orders  should 
be  given  to  put  Newcastle  in  a  posture  of  defence,  to 
secure  the  port  of  Tinmouth,  and  repair  the  fortifications 
of  Hull  and  Carlisle.    They  likewise  advised  her  majesty 
to  give  directions  for  disciplining  the  militia  of  the  four 
northern  counties ;  for  providing  them  with  arms  and 
ammunition;  for  maintaining  a  competent  number  of 
regular  troops  on  the  northern  borders  of  England,  as 
well  as  in  the  north  of  Ireland  ;  and  for  putting  the  laws 
in  execution  against  Papists.     The  queen  promised  that 
a  survey  should  be  made  of  the  places  they  had  men- 
tioned, and  laid  before  the  Parliament ;  and  that  she 
would  give  the  necessary  directions  upon  the  other  arti- 
cles of  the  address.     The  Commons  seemed  to  concur 
vrith  the  Lords  in  their  sentiments  of  the  Scottish  act  of 
security.     They  resolved,  that  a  bill  should  be  brought 
in  for  the  effectual  securing  the  kingdom  of  England  from 
the  apparent  dangers  that  might  arise  from  several  acts 
lately  passed  in  the  Parliament  of  Scotland ;  and  this 
was  formed  on  nearly  the  same  resolutions  which  had 
been  taken  in  the  Upper  House.    The  bill  sent  down  by 
the  Lords  was  thrice  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  upon  the 
table :  but  they  passed  their  own,  to  take  effect  at  Christ- 
mas,  provided  before  that  time  the  Scots  should  not 
settle  the  succession.     When  it  was  offered  to-the  Lords, 
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they  passed  it  without  any  amendment,  contrary  to  the    chap. 
expectation  and  even  to  the  hope  of  some  members  who  v  ^^^'  . 
were  no  friends  to  the  House  of  Hanover,  and  firmly  be-     *704, 
lieved  the  Lords  would  have  treated  this  bill  with  the 
same  contempt  which  had  been  manifested  for  that  which 
they  had  sent  down  to  the  Commons. 

The  Duke  of  Marlborough,  at  his  first  appearance  in  ^^f  ^^^ 
the  House  after  his  return  to  England,  was  honoured  granted  to 
with  a  very  extraordinary  eulogium,  pronounced  by  the  ^IJl^u® 
lord-keeper,  in  the  name  of  the  Peers  of  England ;  and  borough. 
a  compliment  of  the  same  nature  was  presented  to  him 
by  a  committee  of  the  House  of  Commons.  Doctor 
Delaune,  Vice-chancellor  of  Oxford,  accompanied  by 
the  principal  members  of  the  university,  attended  the 
queen  with  an  address  of  congratulation  upon  the  success 
of  her  arms  in  Germany,  under  the  admirable  conduct 
and  invincible  courage  of  the  Duke  of  Marlborough ;  and 
at  sea,  under  the  most  brave  and  faithful  Admiral  Sir 
George  Rooke.  He  received  a  civil  answer  from  her 
majesty,  though  now  she  took  umbrage  at  Rooke's  being 
raised  upon  a  level  with  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  whose 
great  victories  had  captivated  her  admiration,  and  whose 
wife  had  alienated  her  affection  from  the  tories.  The 
Commons  perceiving  how  high  he  stood  in  her  majesty's 
esteem,  and  having  been  properly  tutored  for  the  pur- 
pose, took  into  consideration  the  great  services  of  the 
duke ;  and,  in  an  address,  besought  her  majesty  to  con- 
sider some  proper  means  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of 
such  noble  actions.  In  a  few  days  she  gave  them  to 
understand  by  a  message,  that  she  was  inclined  to  grant 
the  interest  of  the  crown  in  the  honour  and  manor  of 
Woodstock  and  hundred  of  Wooton  to  the  Duke  of 
Marlborough  and  his  heirs ;  and  that  as  the  lieutenancy 
and  rangership  of  the  parks,  with  the  rents  and  profits 
of  the  manors  and  hundreds,  were  granted  for  two  lives, 
she  wished  that  encumbrance  could  be  removed.  A  bill 
was  immediately  brought  in,  enabling  the  queen  to  be- 
stow these  honours  and  manors  on  the  Duke  of  Marl- 
borough and  his  heirs ;  and  the  queen  was  desired  to 
advance  the  money  for  clearing  the  encumbrances.  She 
not  only  complied  with  this  address,  but  likewise  ordered 
the  comptroller  of  her  works  to  build  in  Woodstock-park 

VOL.  I.  H  h  ^ 
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GHAP.   a  magnificent  palace  for  the  duke,  upon  a  plan  much  more 
,  ^^^^'  ,  solid  than  beautiful.    By  this  time  Sir  George  Rooke  was 
1704.     Jaid  aside,  and  the  command  of  the  fleet  bestowed  upon  Sir 
Cloudesley  Shovel,  now  declared  Rear- Admiral  of  Eng- 
land.    Mareschal  de  Tallard,  with   the  other  French 
generals  taken  at  Hochstadt,  arrived  on  the  sixteenth  of 
December  in  the  river  Thames,  and  were  immediately 
conveyed  to  Nottingham  and  Lichfield,  attended  by  a 
detachment   of  the  royal   regiment  of  horse   guards. 
They  were  treated  with  great  respect,  and  allowed  the 
privilege  of  riding  ten  miles  around  the  places  of  their 
confinement. 
DiBputes         While  the  House  of  Commons,  in  two  successive  ad- 
J^o^Houses  dresses,  thanked  the  queen  for  the  treaty  which  the  Duke 
on  the  sub-  of  Marfborough  had  concluded  with  Prussia,  concerning 
Ayieabury  the  troops  to  be  seut  to  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  and  desired 
constables,  gj^g  would  uso  her  interest  with  the  allies,  that  they 
might  next  year  furnish  their  complete  proportions  of 
men  by  sea  and  land  ;  the  Lords  examined  into  all  the 
proceedings  at  sea,  and  all  the  instructions  of  the  Admi- 
ralty ;  and  presented  an  address  to  the  queen,  explaining 
all  the  different  articles  of  mismanagement.     She  pro- 
mised to  consider  them  particularly,  and  give  such  direc- 
tions upon  them  as  might  be  most  for  the  advantage  of 
the  public  service.     The  remaining:  part  of  the  session  was 
consumed  in  disputes  and  altercations  between  the  two 
Houses  on  the  subject  of  the  Aylesbury  constables,  who 
were  sued  by  five  other  inhabitants  for  having  denied 
them  the  right  of  voting  at  the  election.     These  five 
persons  were  committed  to  Newgate  by  order  of  the 
House  of  Commons.     They  moved  for  a  habeas  corpus 
in  the  King's  Bench ;  but  the  court  would  take  no  cog- 
nizance of  the  af&ir.     Two  of  the  prisoners  petitioned 
the  queen  that  their  case  might  be  brought  before  her 
majesty  in  Parliament.     The  Commons,  in  an  address, 
besought  the  queen  to  refuse  granting  a  writ  of  error  in 
this  case,  which  would  tend  to  the  overthrowing  the  un- 
doubted rights  and  privileges  of  the  Commons  of  Eng- 
land.    She  assured  them  she  would  not  do  any  thing  to 
give  them  just  cause  of  complaint ;  but  this  matter,  re- 
lating to  the  course  of  judicial  proceedings,  being  of  the 
highest  importance,  she  thought  it  necessary  to  weigh 
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and  consider  very  carefully  what  might  be  proper  for  her  chap. 
to  do  in  a  thing  of  so  great  concern.  They  voted  all  the  v«Z^^^ 
lawyers,  who  had  pleaded  on  the  return  of  the  habeas  ^704. 
corpus  in  behalf  of  the  prisoners,  guilty  of  a  breach  of 
privilege,  and  ordered  them  to  be  taken  into  custody. 
They  likewise  ordered  the  prisoners  to  be  removed  from 
Newgate  into  the  custody  of  their  Serjeant  at  arms,  lest 
they  should  have  been  discharged  by  the  queen's  grant- 
ing writs  of  error.  The  prisoners,  finding  themselves  at 
the  mercy  of  the  exasperated  Commons,  petitioned  the 
Lords  for  relief.  The  Upper  House  passed  six  different 
resolutions  against  the  conduct  of  the  Commons,  as  being 
an  obstruction  to  justice,  and  contrary  to  Magna  Charta. 
The  Lower  House  demanded  a  conference,  in  which  they 
insisted  upon  the  sole  right  of  determining  elections; 
they  affirmed,  that  they  only  could  judge  who  had  a  right 
of  voting ;  and  that  they  were  judges  of  their  own  pri- 
vileges, in  which  the  Lords  could  not  intermeddle. 

The  Upper  House  demanded  a  free  conference,  which  ThePariia- 
proved  ineifectual.  New  resolutions  were  taken  by  the  ^ived. 
Commons,  diametrically  opposite  to  those  of  the  Peers, 
who,  on  the  other  hand,  attended  the  queen  with  a  long 
representation  of  all  the  particulars  relating  to  this  affair. 
They  affirmed  that  the  proceedings  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons against  the  Aylesbury  men  were  wholly  new  and 
unprecedented :  that  it  was  the  birthright  of  every  Eng- 
lishman, who  apprehended  himself  injured,  to  seek  for 
redress  in  her  majesty's  courts  of  justice :  that  if  any 
power  could  control  this  right,  and  prescribe  when  he 
should,  and  when  he  should  not,  be  allowed  the  benefit 
of  the  laws,  he  ceased  to  be  a  freeman,  and  his  liberty 
and  property  were  precarious.  They  requested,  therefore, 
that  no  consideration  whatever  should  prevail  with  her 
majesty  to  suffer  an  obstruction  to  the  known  course  of 
justice:  but  that  she  should  be  pleased  to  give  effectual 
orders  for  the  immediate  issuing  of  the  writs  of  error. 
The  queen  assured  them  that  she  would  have  complied 
with  their  request ;  but,  finding  an  absolute  necessity  for 
putting  an  immediate  end  to  the  session,  she  knew  there 
could  be  no  further  proceedings  on  that  matter.  On 
the  very  day,  which  was  the  fourteenth  of  March,  she 
went  to  the  House  of  Lords,  and  passed  the  bills  that 
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CHAP,   were  ready  for  the  royal  assent.     Then  she  thanked  the 
.  ^^^^* .  Parliament  for  having  despatched  the  public  business : 
1704.     ghe  warned  them  to  avoid  the  fatal  eflfects  of  animosity 
and  dissension ;  and  ordered  the  lord-keeper  to  prorogue 
them  to  Thursday  the  first  of  May :  but  on  the  fifth  of 
April  they  were  dissolved  by  proclamation,  and  another 
Barnet      ^as  published  for  calling  a  new  Parliament.    The  queen, 
Europe,     accompauiod  by  the  Prince  of  Denmark,  made  an  excur- 
Hk?*of      ®^^^  *^  Newmarket,  and  afterwards  dined  by  invitation 
the  Duke  of  with  the  uuivorsity  of  Cambridge,  where  she  conferred 
J^^'     the  honour  of  knighthood  upon  Dr.  Ellis  the  vice-chan- 
Lockhart.   ccllor ;  upou  Jamos  Montague,  counsel  for  the  univer- 
L^^of     ^^^7  9  ^^^  upon  the  celebrated  Isaac  Newton,  mathema- 
theAdmi-  tical  profossor.     The  two  Houses  of  Convocation  still 
Quincy.      coutiuued  at  variance.     The  Lower  House  penned  petu- 
Feu-         lant  representations ;  and  the  archbishop  answered  them 
V"SSk    by  verbal  reprehension  and  admonition.    The  tory  inter- 
est  was  now  in  the  wane.     The  Duke  of  Buckingham- 
shire was  deprived  of  the  privy  seal,  and  that  office  con- 
ferred upon  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  a  nobleman  of 
powerful  influence  with  the  whig  party.     The  Earl  of 
Montague  was  created  Marquis  of  Mounthermer  and 
Duke   of  Montague;  the   Earl   of  Peterborough   and 
Lord  Cholmondeley  were  chosen  of  the  privy  council ; 
and  Lord  Cutts  was  sent  to  command  the  troops  in  Ire- 
land, under  the  Duke  of  Ormond. 
Proceed-        The  ministry  of  Scotland  was  now  entirely  changed. 

ings  in  the   -^,       t.-  •/•m  iii  -iti  t.         i 

Parliament  luc  Marquis  of  Iweeddalo  and  Johnstone,  having  been 
ofScotiand.  found  uucqual  to  the  undertaking,  were  dismissed.  The 
Duke  of  Queensberry  resumed  the  management  of  affairs 
in  that  kingdom  under  the  title  of  lord  privy  seal ;  and 
the  office  of  commissioner  was  conferred  upon  the  young 
Duke  of  Argyle,  who  succeeded  to  his  father's  influence 
among  the  presbyterians.  He  was  a  nobleman  possessed 
of  good  natural  talents,  which  had  not  been  neglected ; 
candid,  open,  and  sincere ;  brave,  passionate,  and  aspiring : 
had  he  been  endued  with  a  greater  share  of  liberality,  his 
character  would  have  been  truly  heroic.  At  this  junc- 
ture he  was  instructed  to  procure  an  act  of  the  Scottish 
Parliament,  settling  the  Protestant  succession ;  or  to  set 
on  foot  a  treaty  for  the  union  of  the  two  kingdoms.  At 
the  opening  of  the  session  in  June,  the  members  were 
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divided  into  three  parties,  namely,  the  Cavaliers,  or  Ja-  chap. 
cobites,  the  Revolutioners,  the  Squadrone  Volante,  or ,  ^^^^'  , 
Flying  Squadron,  headed  by  the  Marquis  of  Tweeddale,  1704. 
virho  disclaimed  the  other  two  factions,  and  pretended  to 
act  from  the  dictates  of  conscience  alone.  The  Parlia- 
ment was  adjourned  to  the  third  day  of  July,  when  her 
majesty's  letter  was  read,  earnestly  recommending  the 
settlement  of  the  succession  in  the  Protestant  line,  and 
an  act  for  a  commission  to  treat  of  an  union  between  the 
two  kingdoms.  The  Marquis  of  Annandale  proposed 
that  the  Parliament  should  proceed  on  the  limitations 
and  conditions  of  government ;  that  a  committee  should 
be  appointed  to  consider  the  condition  of  the  coin  and 
the  commerce  of  the  nation.  The  Earl  of  Mar  moved 
that  the  House  would,  preferable  to  all  other  business, 
consider  the  means  for  engaging  in  a  treaty  with  England. 
After  a  long  debate  they  resolved  to  proceed  on  the  coin 
and  the  commerce.  Schemes  for  supplying  the  nation 
with  money  by  a  paper  credit  were  presented  by  Dr. 
Hugh  Chamberlayne  and  John  Law,  but  rejected.  The 
House  resolved,  that  any  kind  of  paper  credit,  by  the  cir- 
culation of  bills,  was  an  improper  expedient ;  and  ap- 
pointed a  council  to  put  the  laws  relating  to  trade  in 
execution.  The  Duke  of  Hamilton  proposed  that  the 
Parliament  should  not  proceed  to  the  nomination  of  a 
successor  until  the  treaty  with  England  should  be  dis- 
cussed, and  the  limitations  settled.  This  proposal  being 
approved,  a  draft  of  an  answer  to  her  majesty's  letter  was 
presented  by  the  Marquis  of  Tweeddale.  Two  different 
forms  of  an  act  for  a  treaty  with  England  were  offered 
by  the  Earl  of  Mar  and  the  Marquis  of  Lothian  :  others 
were  produced  concerning  the  elections  of  officers  of 
Btate  and  the  regulation  of  commerce. 

The  chief  aim  of  the  cavaliers  was  to  obstruct  the  set-  They  pass 
tlement  of  the  succession;   and  with  that  view  they ^treaty^of 
pressed  the  project  of  limitations,  to  which  they  knew  "p^oj^  "^^^ 
the  court  would  never  assent.     A  motion  being  made,    °^ 
to  grant  the  first  reading  to  an  act  of  commission  for  a 
treaty  with  England,  the  Duke  of  Hamilton  insisted  on 
the  limitations,  and  a  vote  being  stated  in  these  terms, 
"Proceed  to  consider  the  act  for  a  treaty  of  limitation," 
the  latter  was  carried  in  favour  of  the  cavaliers.    On  the 
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CHAP,  twenty-second  day  of  August  an  act  for  this  purpose  was 
v-I?^L-»  approved ;  and  next  day  an  act  for  a  triennial  Parlia- 
1704.  ment,  which  the  courtiers  were  enabled  to  defeat.  They 
likewise  passed  an  act,  ordaining,  that  the  Scottish  am- 
bassadors representing  Scotland  should  be  present,  when 
the  sovereign  might  have  occasion  to  treat  with  foreign 
princes  and  states,  and  be  accountable  to  the  Parliament 
of  Scotland.  Fletcher  of  Saltoun  presented  a  scheme  of 
limitations  that  savoured  strongly  of  republican  principles. 
He  afterwards  enlarged  upon  every  article,  endeavouring 
to  prove  that  they  were  absolutely  necessary  to  prevent 
the  consequences  of  English  influence;  to  enable  the 
nation  to  defend  its  rights  and  liberties ;  to  deter  minis- 
ters of  state  from  giving  bad  advice  to  their  sovereign ; 
to  preserve  the  courts  of  judicature  from  corruption,  and 
screen  the  people  from  tyranny  and  oppression.  The 
Earl  of  Stair  having  argued  against  these  limitations, 
Fletcher  replied,  "It  was  no  wonder  he  opposed  the 
scheme ;  for,  had  such  an  act  subsisted,  his  lordship  would 
have  been  hanged  for  the  bad  counsel  he  had  given  to 
King  James ;  for  the  concern  he  had  in  the  massacre  of 
Glencoe ;  and  for  his  conduct  since  the  Revolution." 
The  next  subject  on  which  the  Parliament  deliberated 
was  the  conspiracy.  A  motion  being  made  that  the 
House  might  know  what  answer  the  queen  had  returned 
to  their  address  in  the  last  session,  the  chancellor  deli- 
vered to  the  clerk-register  the  papers  relating  to  the 
plot,  that  they  might  be  perused  by  the  members ;  but 
these  being  copies,  and  the  evidences  remaining  at  Lon- 
don, no  further  progress  was  made  in  the  affair.  Yet  the 
Duke  of  Athol,  in  a  distinct  narrative  of  the  pretended 
conspiracy,  boldly  accused  the  Duke  of  Queensberry  of 
•  having  endeavoured  to  mislead  the  queen  by  false  insi- 
nuations against  her  good  subjects.  When  the  act  for 
a  treaty  of  union  fell  under  consideration,  a  draft  for 
that  purpose,  presented  by  the  Earl  of  Mar,  was  com- 
pared with  the  English  act,  importing,  that  the  queen 
should  name  and  appoint  not  only  the  commissioners  for 
England,  but  likewise  those  for  Scotland.  Fletcher  did 
not  fail  to  inveigh  against  the  imperious  conduct  of  the 
English  Parliament  in  this  afiair.  He  exhorted  the 
House  to  resent  such  treatment,  and  offered  the  draft  of 
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an  address  to  her  majesty  on  the  subject ;  but  this  the  chap. 
House  rejected.  Duke  Hamilton  proposed  that  a  clause  .  ^^J^'  . 
might  be  added  to  the  act,  importing,  that  the  union  ^704. 
should  no  ways  derogate  from  any  fundamental  laws, 
ancient  privileges,  offices,  rights,  liberties,  and  dignities 
of  the  Scottish  nation.  This  occasioned  a  long  debate ; 
and  the  question  being  put,  was  carried  in  the  negative. 
Another  clause  was  proposed,  that  the  Scottish  commis- 
sioners should  not  begin  to  treat  until  the  English  Par- 
liament should  have  rescinded  their  clause,  enacting,  that 
the  subjects  of  Scotland  should  be  adjudged  and  taken 
as  aliens  after  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  December.  The 
courtiers,  considering  the  temper  of  the  House,  would 
not  venture  to  oppose  this  motion  directly,  but  proposed 
that  the  clause  should  be  formed  into  a  separate  act ; 
and  the  expedient  was  approved.  Though  the  Duke  of 
Athol  entered  a  vigorous  protest,  to  which  the  greater 
part  of  the  cavaliers  and  all  the  squadrone  adhered, 
comprehending  four-and-twenty  peers,  seven-and-thirty 
barons,  and  eighteen  boroughs,  the  act  for  the  treaty  of 
union  was,  after  much  altercation,  finished,  empowering 
commissioners  to  meet  and  treat  of  an  union ;  but  re- 
straining them  from  treating  of  any  alterations  of  the 
church  government  as  by  law  established.  Whilst  this 
important  subject  was  under  consideration,  the  Duke  of 
Hamilton,  to  the  amazement  of  his  whole  party,  moved 
that  the  nomination  of  the  commissioners  should  be  left 
to  the  queen.  Fourteen  or  fifteen  of  the  cavaliers  ran 
out  of  the  House  in  a  transport  of  indignation,  exclaim- 
ing that  they  were  deserted  and  basely  betrayed  by  the 
Duke  of  Hamilton.  A  very  hot  debate  ensued,  in  the 
course  of  which  the  duke  was  severely  handled  by  those 
whom  he  had  hitherto  conducted;  but  at  length,  the 
question  being  put,  whether  the  nomination  should  be 
left  to  the  queen  or  to  the  Parliament,  the  duke's  mo- 
tion was  approved  by  a  very  small  majority.  He  after- 
wards excused  himself  for  his  defection  by  saying  he  saw 
it  was  in  vain  to  contend ;  and  that  since  the  court  had 
acquired  a  great  majority,  he  thought  he  might  be  allowed 
to  pay  that  compliment  to  his  sovereign.  He  was  desi- 
rous of  being  in  the  commission,  and  the  Duke  of  Argyle 
promised  he  should  be  nominated.     The  queen  refusing 
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.CHAP,   to  honour  him  with  that  mark  of  distinction,  Argyll 
>  ^^^^' '  would  not  suffer  himself  to  be  named,  and  threatened  to 
X7M.     oppose  the  union ;  but  means  were  found  to  appease  his 
resentment.     Two  drafts  of  an  address  being  presented 
by  the  Earl  of  Sutherland  and  Fletcher  of  Saltoun,  ber 
seeching  her  majesty  to  use  her  endeavours  with  the  Par- 
liament of  England  to  rescind  that  part  of  their  act  which 
declared  the  subjects  of  Scotland  aliens ;  and  an  overture 
of  a  bill  being  offered,  ordaining  that  the  Scottish  com- 
missioners should  not  enter  upon  the  treaty  of  union 
until  that  clause  should  be  repealed :  the  courtiers  moved, 
that  the  Parliament  should  proceed  by  way  of  order  to 
their  commissioners,  and  by  address  to  her  majesty.   After 
some  debate,  the  House  assenting  to  this  proposal,  the 
order  and  address  were  drawn  up  and  approved.     The 
great  and  weighty  affair  of  the  treaty  being  at  length 
happily  transacted,  though  not  without  a  protest  by  Athol 
and  his  adherents,  the  Parliament  granted  a  supply  of 
fifty  thousand  pounds,  and  the  House  was  adjourned  to 
the  twentieth  day  of  December :  then  the  queen  declared 
the  Earl  of  Mar  secretary  of  state,  in  the  room  of  the 
Marquis  of  Annandale,  who  was  appointed  lord-president 
of  the  council. 
Difference       In  Ireland  the  Parliament  met  at  Dublin  on  the  fifth 
the  Pariia-  day  of  Marcli,  and  voted  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
ment  and    pounds  for  the  support  of  the  necessary  branches  of  the 
tion  in  Ire-  establishment.     A  dispute  arose  between  the  Commons 
**°^-         and  the  Lower  House  of  Convocation,  relating  to  the 
tithes  of  hemp  and  flax,  ascertained  in  a  clause  of  a  bill 
for  the  better  improvement  of  the  hempen  and  flaxen  ma- 
nufactures of  the  kingdom.     The  Lower  House  of  Con- 
vocation presented  a  memorial  against  this  clause  as  pre- 
judicial to  the  rights  and  properties  of  the  clergy.     The 
Commons  voted  the  person  who  brought  it  in  guilty  of  a 
breach  of  privilege ;  and  ordered  him  to  be  taken  into 
custody.     Then  they  resolved,  that  the  Convocation  were 
guilty  of  a  contempt  and  breach  of  the  privilege  of  that 
House.    The  Convocation  presuming  to  justify  their  me- 
morial, the  Commons  voted,  that  all  matters  relating  to  it 
should  be  razed  out  of  the  journals  and  books  of  Convo- 
cation.  The  Duke  of  Ormond,  dreading  the  consequences 
of  such  heats,  adjourned  the  Parliament  to  the  first  day 
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of  May,  when  the  Houses  meeting  again,  came  to  some  re-  chap. 
solutions  that  reflected  obliquely  on  the  Convocation,  as  .  ^^J^- , 
enemies  to  her  majesty's  government  and  the  Protestant  1704. 
succession.  The  clergy,  in  order  to  acquit  themselves  of 
all  suspicion,  resolved  in  their  turn,  that  the  Church  and 
nation  had  been  happily  delivered  from  popery  and  ty- 
ranny by  King  William  at  the  Revolution :  that  the  con- 
tinuance of  these  blessings  were  due  (under  God)  to  the 
auspicious  reign  and  happy  government  of  her  majesty 
Queen  Anne :  that  the  future  security  and  preservation 
of  the  Church  and  nation  depended  wholly  (under  God) 
on  the  succession  of  the  crown  as  settled  by  law  in  the 
Protestant  line :  that  if  any  clergyman  should  by  word 
or  writing  declare  any  thing  in  opposition  to  these  reso- 
lutions, they  should  look  upon  him  as  a  sower  of  divisions 
among  the  Protestants,  and  an  enemy  to  the  constitution. 
They  levelled  another  resolution  against  the  presby- 
terians,  importing,  that  to  teach  or  to  preach  against  the 
doctrine,  government,  rites,  or  ceremonies  of  the  Church, 
or  to  maintain  schools  or  seminaries  for  the  education  of 
youth,  in  principles  contrary  to  those  of  the  established 
Church,  was  a  contempt  of  the  ecclesiastical  laws  of  the 
kingdom,  of  pernicious  consequence,  and  served  only  to 
continue  and  widen  the  unhappy  schisms  and  divisions 
in  the  nation.  In  June  the  Parliament  was  prorogued 
to  the  same  month  of  the  following  year :  then  the  Duke 
of  Ormond  embarked  for  England,  leaving  the  adminis- 
tration in  the  hands  of  Sir  Richard  Cox,  lord-chancellor, 
and  Lord  Cutts,  the  commander-in-chief  of  the  queen's 
forces,  who  were  appointed  lords-justices  during  the 
duke's  absence. 

During  these  transactions  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  Fruitless 
the  allies  had  not  been  remiss  in  their  preparations  for  ©nth"^ 
the  ensuing  campaign.     The  Duke  of  Marlborough  had  Moseiie. 
fixed  upon  the  Moselle  for  the  scene  of  action ;  and 
magazines  of  all  sorts  were  formed  at  Triers.     On  the 
thirteenth  day  of  March  the  duke  embarked  for  Hol- 
land, where  he  prevailed  upon  the  States-General  to  con- 
tribute their  troops  for  the  execution  of  his  project. 
Having  concerted  with  the  deputies  of  the  states  and  the 
Dutch  generals  the  necessary  measures  for  opening  the 
campaign,  he  set  out  for  Maestricht,  in  order  to  assemble 
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his  army.  On  the  fifth  day  of  May  the  Emperor  Leo- 
pold died  at  Vienna,  and  was  succeeded  on  the  imperial 
throne  by  his  eldest  son,  Joseph,  King  of  the  Romans,  a 
prince  who  resembled  his  father  in  meekness  of  disposi- 
tion, narrowness  of  intellect,  and  bigotry  to  the  Romish 
religion.  On  the  fifteenth  of  June  the  English  troops 
passed  the  Maese,  and  continued  their  march  towards 
the  Moselle,  under  the  command  of  General  Churchill ; 
and  the  duke  set  out  for  Creutznach,  to  confer  with  PriDce 
Louis  of  Baden,  who  excused  himself  on  pretence  of 
being  much  indisposed.  Marlborough  visited  him  at 
Rastadt,  where  in  a  conference  they  resolved  that  a 
sufficient  number  of  German  troops  should  be  left  for 
the  security  of  the  lines  of  Lauterburg  and  Stolhoffen, 
under  the  command  of  General  Thungen,  and  that  Prince 
Louis  of  Baden  should  march  with  a  large  detachment 
towards  the  Saar,  to  act  in  concert  with  the  Duke  of 
Marlborough.  The  confederate  army  passed  the  Mo- 
selle and  the  Saar  in  the  beginning  of  June,  and  en- 
camped at  EI  ft  in  sight  of  the  enemy,  who  retired  with 
great  precipitation,  and  intrenched  themselves  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Coningsmacheren.  The  duke's  design 
was  to  besiege  Saar-Louis ;  but  Prince  Louis  failed  in 
the  performance  of  his  engagement :  he  feigned  himself 
sick,  and  repaired  to  the  bath  at  Sehlangenbade,  leaving 
the  small  number  of  imperial  troops  he  had  conducted 
as  far  as  Creutznach,  under  the  command  of  the  Count 
de  Frize.  He  was  suspected  of  treachery ;  but  probably 
acted  from  envy  of  the  duke's  military  reputation  *. 

While  this  nobleman  sustained  such  a  mortifying  dis- 
appointment on  the  Moselle,  the  French  did  not  fail  to 
make  advantage  of  their  superiority  in  the  Netherlands, 
where  General  D'Auverquerque  was  obliged  to  stand  on 
the  defensive.  They  invested  Huy,  and  carried  on  their 
operations  so  vigorously,  that  in  a  few  days  the  garrison 
were  obliged  to  surrender  themselves  prisoners  of  war : 
then  Villeroy  undertook  the  reduction  of  Liege,  and 
actually  began  his  works  before  the  citadel.     Marlbo- 

^  The  Duke  of  Marlborough  finding  himself  obliged  to  retreat,  sent  a  note  with 
a  trumpeter  to  Villars,  containing  an  apology  for  decamping. — '*  Do  me  the  jus- 
tice (said  he)  to  believe  that  my  retreat  is  entirely  owing  to  the  failure  of  the 
Prince  of  Baden  ;  but  that  my  esteem  for  you  is  still  greater  than  my  resentment 
of  his  conduct." 
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rough  was  no  sooner  informed  of  the  enemy's  progress  chap. 
than  he  marched  to  Triers,  where,  in  a  council,  it  was .  ^^^^'  . 
resolved  that  the  army  should  return  to  the  Netherlands.  *704. 
The  troops  were  in  motion  on  the  nineteenth  of  June, 
and  marched  with  such  expedition,  that  they  passed  the 
Maese  on  the  first  day  of  July.  Villeroy  having  received 
advice  of  the  duke's  approach,  abandoned  his  enterprise, 
and  retired  to  Tongeren,  from  whence  he  retreated  within 
his  lines,  that  reached  from  Marche  aux  Dames  on  the 
Meuse,  along  the  Mehaigne,  as  far  as  Lenuive.  Marl- 
borough having  joined  D'Auverquerque,  sent  General 
Scholten  with  a  detachment  to  invest  Huy,  and  in  a  few 
days  the  garrison  surrendered  at  discretion.  The  English 
general,  resolving  to  strike  some  stroke  of  importance 
that  should  atone  for  his  disappointment  on  the  Moselle, 
sent  General  Hompesch  to  the  states,  with  a  proposal  for 
attacking  the  French  lines,  and  obtained  their  permission 
to  do  whatever  he  should  think  proper  for  the  good  of 
the  common  cause.  Then  he  explained  the  scheme  in 
two  successive  councils  of  war,  by  which,  at  length,  it 
was  approved  and  resolved  upon,  though  some  Dutch 
generals  declared  themselves  against  the  undertaking. 
The  enemy  were  posted  along  the  lines,  amounting  to 
one  hundred  battalions  and  one  hundred  and  forty-six 
squadrons.  The  allied  army  did  not  much  exceed  that 
number.  In  order  to  divide  them,  D'Auverquerque  made 
a  false  motion  and  passed  the  Mehaigne,  as  if  he  had 
intended  to  attack  the  lines  about  Masselin.  The  stra- 
tagem succeeded.  The  French  weakened  the  other  parts 
by  strengthening  that  which  was  on  the  side  of  theGerbise 
towards  Namur.  The  Duke  of  Marlborough  having  made 
the  disposition,  the  army  began  to  march  in  the  night 
between  the  seventeenth  and  eighteenth  of  July,  in  order 
to  force  a  passage  of  the  French  lines  at  Heylesem,  the 
castle  of  Wauge,  and  the  villages  of  Wauge,  Neerhespen, 
and  Oostmalen.  These  posts  were  taken  with  very  little 
diflSculty ;  but  before  the  infantry  could  come  up,  the 
enemy  advanced  with  fifty  squadrons  and  twenty  bat- 
talions, and  began  to  fire  from  eight  pieces  of  cannon 
with  triple  barrels,  which  did  considerable  execution. 
The  duke  perceiving  that  they  were  continually  rein- 
forced from  the  other  parts  of  the  lines,  ordered  the  horse 
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to  charge  their  cavalry,  which  were  soon  broken  and 
routed;  but  rallying  behind  their  infantry,  interlined 
with  foot,  and  joined  by  fresh  squadrons,  they  advanced 
again  towards  the  allies,  who  were  now  sustained  by  their 
infantry,  and  moved  forwards  to  renew  the  charge.    After 
a  warm  though  short  engagement,  the  enemy's  horse  were 
defeated   with  great  slaughter.     The  infantry,  seeing 
themselves  abandoned  in  the  plain,  retreated  in  great  dis- 
order between  the  villages  of  Heylesem  and  Golsteven, 
where  they  were  joined  by  the  rest  of  their  army,  and 
formed  again  in  order  of  battle.    Meanwhile  the  Duke  of 
Marlborough  ordered  all  his  troops  to  enter  the  lines;  and 
extended  his  right  towards  the  great  Geete  before  Tirle- 
mont,  where  the  enemy  had  left  the  battalion  of  Mont- 
luc,  which  surrendered  at  discretion.     In  this  action  the 
confederates  took  the  Marquis  d'Alegre  and  the  Count 
de  Home,  lieutenant-generals,  one  major-general,  two 
brigadier-generals,  with  many  other  officers,  and  a  great 
number  of  common  soldiers ;  a  large  heap  of  standards, 
four  colours,  one  pair  of  kettle-drums,  and  ten  pieces  of 
cannon.     In  the  action,  as  the  Duke  of  Marlborough 
advanced  to  the  charge  at  the  head  of  several  squadrons, 
a  Bavarian  officer  rode  up  to  attack  him  sword  in  hand ; 
but  in  raising  himself  on  his  stirrups  to  strike  with  the 
greater  advantage,  he  fell  from  his  horse,  and  was  imme- 
diately slain. 

The  body  of  troops  commanded  by  Monsieur  d'Alegre 
being  thus  defeated,  with  little  or  no  loss  to  the  confe- 
derates, the  Elector  of  Bavaria  and  the  Mareschal  de 
Villeroy  passed  the  great  Geete  and  the  Deule  with  great 
expedition,  and  took  possession  of  the  strong  camp  at 
Parck,  their  left  extending  to  Rooselaer,  and  their  right 
to  Wineslen  against  the  height  of  Louvain.  Next  day 
the  Duke  of  Marlborough  marching  through  the  plain 
of  Parck,  took  twelve  hundred  prisoners,  who  could  not 
keep  pace  with  the  rest  of  the  enemy's  forces ;  and  in 
the  evening  he  encamped  with  the  right  at  the  abbey  of 
Vliersbeck,  and  the  left  before  Bierbeck,  under  the  can- 
non of  Louvain.  He  detached  Lieutenant-General  Hen- 
kelum,  the  Duke  of  Wirtemberg,  and  Count  Oxienstiem, 
with  a  considerable  body  of  forces,  to  attack  some  posts 
on  the  Deule,  which  were  slenderly  guarded  •    Their 
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advanced  guard  accordingly  passed  the  river,  and  repulsed  chap, 
the  enemy ;  but,  for  want  of  timely  support,  they  were  k^HLj 
obliged  to  pass  it  and  retire.  On  the  third  of  August,  ^704. 
Baron  Spaar,  with  a  body  of  Dutch  troops,  marched  to 
Baboth  on  the  canal  of  Bruges,  forced  the  French  lines 
at  Lovendegen,  and  took  four  forts  by  which  they  were 
defended ;  but  receiving  advice  that  the  enemy  were  on 
their  march  towards  him,  he  retired  to  Mildegem,  and  car- 
ried with  him  several  hostages,  as  security  for  thepayment 
of  the  contributions  he  had  raised.  On  the  fifteenth  the 
duke  moved  from  Mildert  to  Corbais ;  next  day  conti- 
nued his  march  to  Genap,  from  whence  he  advanced  to 
Fischermont.  On  the  seventeenth  General  D'Auver- 
querque  took  the  post  of  Waterloo ;  and  next  day  the 
confederate  army  was  drawn  up  in  order  of  battle  before 
the  enemy,  who  extended  from  Overysche,  near  the  wood 
of  Soignies,  to  Neerysche,  with  the  little  river  Ysche  in 
their  front,  so  as  to  cover  Brussels  and  Louvain.  The 
Duke  of  Marlborough  proposed  to  attack  them  immedi- 
ately, before  they  could  recollect  themselves  from  their 
consternation ;  and  D'Auverquerque  approved  of  the  de- 
sign ;  but  it  was  opposed  by  General  Schlangenburg  and 
other  Dutch  officers,  who  represented  it  in  such  a  light  to 
the  deputies  of  the  states,  that  they  refused  to  concur  in 
the  execution.  The  duke  being  obliged  to  relinquish 
the  scheme,  wrote  an  expostulatory  letter  to  the  States- 
General,  complaining  of  their  having  withdrawn  that  con- 
fidence which  they  had  reposed  in  him  while  he  acted 
in  Germany.  This  letter  being  published  at  the  Hague, 
excited  murmurs  among  the  people,  and  the  English 
nation  were  incensed  at  the  presumption  of  the  deputies, 
who  wrote  several  letters  in  their  own  justification  to  the 
States-General ;  but  these  had  no  effect  upon  the  popu- 
lace, by  whom  the  duke  was  respected  even  to  a  degree 
of  adoration.  The  states  being  apprised  of  the  resent- 
ment that  prevailed  over  all  England,  and  that  the  Earl 
of  Pembroke,  lord-president  of  the  council,  was  appointed 
as  envoy-extraordinary  to  Holland,  with  instructions  to 
demand  satisfaction,  thought  proper  to  anticipate  his 
journey,  by  making  submissions  to  the  duke,  and  re- 
moving Schlangenburg  from  his  command.  The  confe- 
derate army  returned  to  Corbais,  from  whence  it  marched 
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CHAP,    to  Perwitz,  where  it  encamped.    The  little  town  of  Sout- 
,  ^^^^'  .  Leeuwe,  situated  in  the  middle  of  a  morass,  and  consti- 
1704.     tuting  the  chief  defence  of  the  enemy's  lines,  being  taken 
by  a  detachment  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant-Ge- 
neral Dedem,  the  duke  ordered  the  lines  from  this  place 
to  Wasseigne  to  be  levelled,  and  the  town  of  Tirlemont 
to  be  dismantled ;  then  passing  the  Demer,  he  encamped 
on  the  nineteenth  day  of  December  at  Aerschot.     About 
the  latter  end  of  the  month  he  marched  to  Heventhals ; 
from  hence  the  duke  repaired  to  the  Hague,  where  he  had 
several  conferences  with  the  pensionary.     In  a  few  days 
he  returned  to  the  army,  which,  decamping  from  Heven- 
thals, marched  to  Clampthout.     On  the  twenty-fourth 
day  of  October,  the  Count  de  Noyelles  invested  Santvliet, 
which  surrendered  before  the  end  of  the  month. 
He  visits        At  this  period  the  duke,  in  consequence  of  pressing 
ria/^^   letters  from  the  emperor,  set  out  for  Vienna,  in  order  to 
of  Vienna,  coucort  the  opcratious  of  the  ensuing  campaign,  and 
other  measures  of  importance,  in  which  the  concerns  of 
the  allies  were  interested.     In  his  way  he  was  magnifi- 
cently entertained  by  the  Elector  Palatine,  and  him  of 
Triers,  and  complimented  by  the  magistracy  of  Frankfort, 
where  he  conferred  with  Prince  Louis  of  Baden.     On 
the  twelfth  of  November  he  arrived  at  Vienna,  where 
he  was  treated  with  the  highest  marks  of  distinction  and 
cordial  friendship  by  their  imperial  majesties.     His  son- 
in-law,  the  Earl  of  Sutherland,  had  been  sent  thither  as 
envoy-extraordinary ;  and  now  they  conferred  together 
with  the  emperor  and  his  ministers.     They  resolved  to 
maintain  the  war  with  redoubled  vigour.     The  treaties 
were  renewed,  and  provision  made  for  the  security  of  the 
Duke  of  Savoy.     The  emperor,  in  consideration  of  the 
duke's  signal  service  to  the  house  of  Austria,  presented 
himwithagrantofthe  lordship  of  Mindelheim,  in  Suabia, 
which  was  now  erected  into  a  principality  of  the  Roman 
empire.     In  his  return  with  the  Earl  of  Sunderland  he 
visited  the  courts  of  Berlin  and  Hanover,  where  he  was 
received  with  that  extraordinary  respect  which  was  due 
to  his  character,  and  arrived  at  the  Hague  on  the  four- 
teenth day  of  December.     There  he  settled  the  opera- 
tions of  the  next  campaign  with   the  States-General, 
who  consented  to  join  England  in  maintaining  an  addi- 
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tional  body  of  ten  thousand  men  as  a  reinforcement  to    chap. 
the  army  of  Prince  Eugene  in  Italy.     While  the  allies  v_;;^ 
were  engaged  in  the  siege  of  Santvliet,  the  Elector  of     ^704. 
Bavaria  sent  a  detachment,  under  the  command  of  Don 
Marcello  de  Grimaldi,  to  invest  Diest,  the  garrison  of 
which  were  made  prisoners  of  war. 

On  the  Upper  Rhine,  Mareschal  Villars  besieged  and  state  of  the 
took  Homburgh,  and  passed  the  Rhine  at  Strasburgh  on  upper 
the  sixth  day  of  August.  Prince  Louis  of  Baden  arriving  ^^^*  ^° 
in  the  camp  of  the  imperialists  at  Stolhoffen,  not  only  piedmont, 
obliged  him  to  retire,  but  having  passed  the  river,  forced  ]^^fj^j^ 
the  French  lines  at  Hagenau :  then  he  reduced  Drusen- 
heim  and  Hagenau,  but  attempted  no  enterprise  equal 
to  the  number  of  his  army,  although  the  emperor  had 
expostulated  with  him  severely  on  his  conduct,  and  he 
had  now  a  fair  opportunity  of  emulating  the  glory  of 
Marlborough,  upon  whom  he  looked  with  the  eyes  of  an 
envious  rival.  In  Italy  a  battle  was  fought  at  Casano, 
between  Prince  Eugene  and  the  Duke  de  Vendome,  with 
dubious  success.  The  Duke  de  Feuillade  reduced  Chi- 
vas,  and  invested  Nice,  which,  after  an  obstinate  defence, 
surrendered  in  December.  All  the  considerable  places 
belonging  to  the  Duke  of  Savoy  were  now  taken,  except 
Coni  and  Turin ;  and  his  little  army  was  reduced  to 
twelve  thousand  men,  whom  he  could  hardly  support. 
His  duchess,  his  clergy,  and  his  subjects  in  general, 
pressed  him  to  submit  to  the  necessity  of  his  affairs ;  but 
he  adhered  to  the  alliance  with  surprising  fortitude. 
He  withstood  the  importunities  of  his  duchess,  ex- 
cluded all  the  bishops  and  clergy  from  his  councils; 
and  when  he  had  occasion  for  a  confessor,  chose  a 
priest  occasionally,  either  from  the  Dominicans  or  Fran- 
ciscans. The  campaign  in  Portugal  began  with  a  very 
promising  aspect.  The  allies  invaded  Spain  by  the 
different  frontiers  of  Beyra  and  Alentejo.  Their  army, 
under  the  command  of  the  Conde  das  Galveas,  under- 
took the  siege  of  Valencia  d' Alcantara  in  May,  and  took 
it  by  assault :  Albuquerque  surrendered  upon  articles ; 
and  then  the  troops  were  sent  into  quarters  of  refresh- 
ment. The  Marquis  de  las  Minas,  who  commanded  the 
Portuguese  in  the  province  of  Beyra,  reduced  the  town 
of  Salva-terra,  plundered  and  burned  Sarca;  but  was| 
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CHAP,  obliged  to  retire  to  Panamacos  at  the  approach  of  the 
^^ILj  enemy.  Towards  the  end  of  September  the  confederates, 
1704.  being  re-assembled,  invested  Badajox,  by  the  advice  of 
the  Earl  of  Galway,  who  lost  his  right  hand  by  a  cannon- 
ball,  and  was  obliged  to  be  carried  off;  so  that  the  con- 
duct of  the  siege  was  left  to  General  Fagel.  He  had 
made  considerable  progress  towards  the  reduction  of  the 
place ;  when  the  Mareschal  de  Thesse  found  means  to 
throw  in  a  powerful  reinforcement ;  and  then  the  confe- 
derates abandoned  the  enterprise.  The  war  continued 
to  rage  in  Hungary  with  various  success.  Ragotski, 
though  frequently  worsted,  appeared  still  in  arms,  and 
ravaged  the  country,  which  became  a  scene  of  misery  and 
desolation.  In  Poland  the  old  cardinal-primate  owned 
Stanislaus,  but  died  before  the  coronation,  which  was 
performed  by  the  Bishop  of  Cujavia.  In  the  beginning 
of  the  winter.  King  Augustus  had  passed  through  Poland 
in  disguise  to  the  Muscovite  army,  which  was  put  under 
his  command  in  Lithuania ;  and  the  campaign  was  pro- 
tracted through  the  whole  winter  season,  notwithstanding 
the  severity  of  the  weather  in  that  northern  climate.  In 
the  spring  the  Swedish  general,  Beinchild,  obtained  a 
complete  victory  over  the  Saxon  army,  which  was  either 
cut  in  pieces  or  taken,  with  their  camp,  baggage,  and  ar- 
tillery :  yet  the  war  was  not  extinguished.  The  King 
of  Sweden  continued  obstinately  deaf  to  all  proposals  of 
peace,  and  was  become  as  savage  in  his  manners  as  brutal 
in  his  revenge. 
Sir  Thomas  At  sca  the  arms  of  the  allies  were  generally  prosperous, 
strong  port  Philip  of  Spain  being  obstinately  bent  upon  retaking 
of  the  Gibraltar,  sent  Mareschal  de  Thesse  to  renew  the  siege, 
fleet,  and  whilo  Do  Pointis  was  ordered  to  block  up  the  place  by 
relieves  gea  with  his  squadrou.  These  French  officers  carried  on 
the  siege  with  such  activity,  that  the  Prince  of  Hesse 
despatched  an  express  to  Lisbon  with  a  letter,  desiring 
Sir  John  Leake  to  sail  immediately  to  his  assistance. 
This  admiral  having  been  reinforced  from  England  by 
Sir  Thomas  Dilkes,  with  five  ships  of  the  line  and  a  body 
of  troops,  set  sail  immediately ;  and  on  the  tenth  day  of 
March  descried  five  ships  of  war  hauling  out  of  the  bay 
of  Gibraltar.  These  were  commanded  by  De  Pointis  in 
person,  to  whom  the  English  admiral  gave  chase.     One 
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of  them  struck,  after  having  made  a  very  slight  resist-    chap. 
anee;   and    the   rest   ran   ashore   to   the   westward  of  v  ^\  ^'  f 
Marbella,  where  they  were  destroyed.     The  remaining     ^^^^• 
part  of  the   French   squadron  had   been   blown   from 
their  anchors,  and  taken  shelter  in  the  bay  of  Malaga ; 
but  now  they  slipped  their  cables,  and  made  the  best 
of  their  way   to  Toulon.     The  Mareschal   de   Thesse, 
in   consequence  of  this  disaster,  turned   the  siege  of 
Gibraltar  into  a  blockade,  and  withdrew  the  greater  part 
of  his  forces.     While  Sir  John  Leake  was  employed 
in  this  expedition.  Sir  George  Byng,  who  had  been  or- 
dered to  cruize  in  soundings  for  the  protection  of  trade, 
took  a  ship  of  forty  guns  from  the  enemy,  together  with 
twelve  privateers  and  seven  vessels  richly  laden  from  the 
West  Indies. 

But  the  most  eminent  achievement  of  this  summer  The  Eari 
was  the  reduction  of  Barcelona,  by  the  celebrated  Earl  borough 
of  Peterborough  and  Sir  Cloudesley  Shovel,  who  sailed  ^^^  Sir 
from  St.  Helen's  in  the  latter  end  of  May  with  the  Eng-  shov^^- 
lish  fleet,  having  on  board  a  body  of  five  thousand  land-  ^"^®  ^^- 
forces ;  and  on  the  twentieth  of  June  arrived  at  Lisbon, 
where  they  were  joined  by  Sir  John  Leake  and  the  Dutch 
Admiral  AUemonde.  In  a  council  of  war,  they  deter- 
mined to  put  to  sea  with  eight-and-forty  ships  of  the  line, 
which  should  be  stationed  between  Cape  Spartel  and  the 
bay  of  Cadiz,  in  order  to  prevent  the  junction  of  the 
Toulon  and  Brest  squadrons.  The  Prince  of  Hesse- 
Darmstadt  arriving  from  Gibraltar,  assured  King  Charles 
that  the  province  of  Catalonia  and  the  kingdom  of  Va- 
lencia were  attached  to  his  interest;  and  his  majesty 
being  weary  of  Portugal,  resolved  to  accompany  the  Earl 
of  Peterborough  to  Barcelona.  He  accordingly  embarked 
with  him  on  board  of  the  Ranelagh,  and  the  fleet  sailed 
on  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  July,  the  Earl  of  Galway 
having  reinforced  them  with  two  regiments  of  English 
dragoons.  At  Gibraltar  they  took  on  board  the  English 
guards,  and  three  old  regiments,  in  lieu  of  which  they 
left  two  new-raised  battalions.  On  the  eleventh  day  of 
August,  they  anchored  in  the  bay  of  Altea,  where  the 
Earl  of  Peterborough  published  a  manifesto  in  the  Spa- 
nish language,  which  had  such  an  effect,  that  all  the  in- 
habitants of  the  place,  the  neighbouring  villages,  and 
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CHAP,  adjacent  mountains,  acknowledged  King  Charles  as  their 
V  ^^J^'  lawful  sovereign.  They  seized  the  town  of  Denia  for 
1705.  his  service ;  and  he  sent  thither  a  garrison  of  four  hun- 
dred men  under  the  command  of  Major-General  Ramos. 
On  the  twenty-second  they  arrived  in  the  bay  of  Barce- 
lona :  the  troops  were  disembarked  to  the  eastward  of 
the  city,  where  they  encamped  in  a  strong  situation,  and 
were  well  received  by  the  country  people.  King  Charles 
landed  amidst  the  acclamations  of  an  infinite  multitude 
from  the  neighbouring  towns  and  villages,  who  threw 
themselves  at  his  feet,  exclaiming,  "  Long  live  the  king !" 
and  exhibited  all  the  marks  of  the  most  extravagant  joy. 
The  inhabitants  of  Barcelona  were  well  affected  to  the 
house  of  Austria,  but  overawed  by  a  garrison  of  five 
thousand  men,  under  the  Duke  de  Popoli,  Velasco,  and 
other  officers  devoted  to  the  interest  of  King  Philip. 
Considering  the  strength  of  such  a  garrison,  and  the  small 
number  of  Dutch  and  English  troops,  nothing  could  ap- 
pear more  desperate  and  dangerous  than  the  design  of 
besieging  the  place ;  yet  this  was  proposed  by  the  Prince 
of  Hesse-Darmstadt,  who  served  in  the  expedition  as  a 
volunteer,  strongly  urged  by  King  Charles,  and  approved 
by  the  Earl  of  Peterborough  and  Sir  Cloudesley  Shovel. 
The  city  was  accordingly  invested  on  one  side ;  but  as  a 
previous  step  to  the  reduction  of  it,  they  resolved  to  at- 
tack the  fort  of  Montjuic,  strongly  situated  on  a  hill  that 
commanded  the  city.  The  outworks  were  taken  by  storm 
with  the  loss  of  the  gallant  Prince  of  Hesse,  who  was 
shot  through  the  body,  and  expired  in  a  few  hours :.  then 
the  Earl  of  Peterborough  began  to  bombard  the  body  of 
the  fort ;  and  a  shell  chancing  to  fall  into  the  magazine 
of  powder,  blew  it  up,  together  with  the  governor  and 
some  of  the  best  officers ;  an  accident  which  struck  such 
a  terror  into  the  garrison,  that  they  surrendered  without 
further  resistance. 
The  Earl's  This  great  point  being  gained,  the  English  general 
pro^sT  m  erected  his  batteries  against  the  town,  with  the  help  of 
Spain.  the  Miquelets  and  seamen :  the  bomb-ketches  began  to 
fire  with  such  execution,  that  in  a  few  days  the  governor 
capitulated,  and  on  the  fourth  day  of  October  King 
Charles  entered  in  triumph'*.     All  the  other  places  in 

^  Voltaire,  upon  what  authority  we  know  not,  tells  us,  that  during  the  capita- 
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Catalonia  declared  for  him,  except  Roses ;  so  that  the  chap. 
largest  and  richest  province  of  Spain  was  conquered  with  ._If ^ 
an  army  scarce  double  the  number  of  the  garrison  of  17<». 
Barcelona.  King  Charles  wrote  a  letter  with  his  own 
hand  to  the  Queen  of  England,  containing  a  circumstan- 
tial detail  of  his  affairs,  the  warmest  expressions  of  ac- 
knowledgment, and  the  highest  encomiums  on  her  sub- 
jects, particularly  the  Earl  of  Peterborough.  In  a  coun- 
cil of  war  it  was  determined  that  the  king  and  the  earl 
should  continue  in  Catalonia  with  the  land-forces ;  that 
Sir  Cloudesley  Shovel  should  return  to  England ;  that 
five-and-twenty  English  and  fifteen  Dutch  ships  of  war 
should  winter  at  Lisbon,  under  the  command  of  Sir  John 
Leake  and  the  Dutch  Rear-Admiral  Wassenaer;  and 
that  four  English  and  two  Dutch  frigates  should  remain 
at  Barcelona.  Don  Francisco  de  Velasco  was  transported 
to  Malaga  with  about  a  thousand  men  of  his  garrison ; 
the  rest  voluntarily  engaged  in  the  service  of  King  Charles, 
and  six  other  regiments  were  raised  by  the  states  of  Ca- 
talonia. The  Count  de  Cifuentes,  at  the  head  of  the 
Miquelets  and  Catalans  attached  to  the  house  of  Austria, 
secured  Tarragonia,  Tortosa,  Lerida,  San-Mattheo,  Gi- 
ronne,  and  other  places.  Don  Raphael  Nevat,  revolting 
jfrom  Philip  vdth  his  whole  regiment  of  horse,  joined 
General  Ramos  at  Denia,  and  made  themselves  masters  of 
several  places  of  importance  in  the  kingdom  of  Valencia. 
Flushed  with  such  unexpected  success,  they  penetrated 
to  the  capital  of  the  same  name,  which  they  surprised, 
together  with  the  Marquis  de  Villa-Garcia,  the  viceroy, 
and  the  archbishop.  These  advantages,  however,  were  not 
properly  improved.     The  court  of  Charles  was  divided 

lation,  the  German  and  Gatalonian  troops  found  means  to  climb  over  the  ram- 
parts into  the  city,  and  began  to  commit  the  most  barbarous  excesses ;  the  vice- 
roy complained  to  Peterborough  that  his  soldiers  had  taken  an  unfair  advantage 
of  the  treaty,  and  were  actually  employed  in  burning,  plundering,  murdering,  and 
violating  the  inhabitants.  The  earl  replied,  '^  They  must  then  be  the  troops  of  the 
Prince  of  Hesse  :  allow  me  to  enter  the  city  with  my  English  forces;  I  will  save 
it  from  ruin,  oblige  the  Germans  to  retire,  and  nmrch  back  again  to  our  present 
situation."  The  viceroy  trusted  his  honour,  and  forthwith  admitted  the  earl  with 
his  troops.  He  soon  drove  out  the  Germans  and  Catalonians,  after  havingobliged 
them  to  quit  the  plunder  they  had  taken;  and  by  accident  he  rescued  the  Duchess 
of  Popoli  from  the  hands  of  two  brutal  soldiers,  and  delivered  her  to  her  husband. 
Having  thus  appeased  the  tumult,  and  dispelled  the  horrors  of  the  citizens,  he 
returned  to  his  former  station,  leaving  the  inhabitants  of  Barcelona  amazed  at 
such  an  instance  of  magnanimity  and  moderation  in  a  people  whom  they  had  been 
taught  to  consider  as  the  most  savage  barbarians. 

I  12 
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CHAP,  into  factions,  and  so  much  time  lost  in  disputes,  that  the 
V— ^!il>  enemy  sent  a  body  of  six  thousand  men  into  the  kingdom 
1705.  Qf  Valencia,  under  the  command  of  the  Conde  de  las 
Torres,  who  forthwith  invested  San-Mattheo,  guarded  by 
Colonel  Jones  at  the  head  of  five  hundred  Miquelets. 
This  being  a  place  of  great  consequence,  on  account  of 
its  situation,  the  Earl  of  Peterborough  marched  thither 
with  one  thousand  infantry,  and  two  hundred  dragoons ; 
and  by  means  of  feigned  intelligence  artfully  conveyed 
to  the  Conde,  induced  that  general  to  abandon  the  siege 
with  precipitation,  in  the  apprehension  of  being  suddenly 
attacked  by  a  considerable  army.  Peterborough  after- 
wards took  possession  of  Nules,  and  purchasing  horses 
at  Castillon  de  la  Plana,  began  to  form  a  body  of  ca- 
valry, which  did  good  service  in  the  sequel.  Having 
assembled  a  little  army,  consisting  of  ten  squadrons  of 
horse  and  dragoons,  and  four  battalions  of  regular  troops, 
with  about  three  thousand  militia,  he  marched  to  Mol- 
viedro,  which  was  surrendered  to  him  by  the  governor. 
Brigadier  Mahoni.  Between  this  officer  and  the  Duke 
d'Arcos,  the  Spanish  general,  he  excited  such  jealousies, 
by  dint  of  artifices,  not  altogether  justifiable  even  in  war, 
that  the  Duke  was  more  intent  upon  avoiding  the  sup- 
posed treachery  of  Mahoni  than  upon  interrupting  the 
earl's  march  to  Valencia,  where  the  inhabitants  expressed 
uncommon  marks  of  joy  at  his  arrival.  About  this  period 
a  very  obstinate  action  happened  at  St.  Istevan  de  Litera, 
where  the  Chevalier  D'Asfeldt,  with  nine  squadrons  of 
horse  and  dragoons,  and  as  many  battalions  of  French 
infantry,  attacked  Colonel  Wills  at  the  head  of  a  small 
detachment ;  but  this  last  being  supported  by  Lieutenant- 
General  Cunningham,  who  was  mortally  wounded  in  the 
engagement,  repulsed  the  enemy,  though  three  times  his 
number,  with  the  loss  of  four  hundred  men  killed  upon 
the  spot.  The  troops  on  both  sides  fought  with  the  most 
desperate  valour,  keeping  up  their  fire  until  the  muzzles 
of  their  pieces  met,  and  charging  each  other  at  the  point 
of  the  bayonet.  The  only  misfortune  that  attended  the 
English  arms  in  the  course  of  this  year  was  the  capture 
of  the  Baltic  fleet  homeward-bound,  with  their  convoy 
of  three  ships  of  war,  which  were  taken  by  the  Dunkirk 
squadron  under  the  command  of  the  Count  de  St.  Paul, 
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though  he  himself  was  killed  in  the  engagement.     When    chap. 
an  account  of  this  advantage  was  communicated  to  the  .  ^^^^'  . 
French  king,  he  replied  with  a  sigh,  "  Very  well,  I  wish      *706. 
the  ships  were  safe  again  in  any  English  port,  provided 
the  Count  de  St.  Paul  could  be  restored  to  life."    After 
the  death  of  the  famous  Du  Bart,  this  officer  was  counted 
the  best  seaman  in  France. 

The  kingdom  of  Ensfland  was  now  wholly  engrossed  ^®^  ^*f' 

o  o  JO  Jiament  m 

by  the  election  of  members  for  the  new  Parliament.  The  England, 
tories  exerted  themselves  with  great  industry,  and  pro- 
pagated the  cry  of  the  church's  being  in  danger ;  a  cry 
in  which  the  Jacobites  joined  with  great  fervour :  but, 
notwithstanding  all  their  efforts  in  words  and  writing,  a 
majority  of  whigs  was  returned :  and  now  the  Lord  Go- 
dolphin,  who  had  hitherto  maintained  a  neutrality,  thought 
proper  openly  to  countenance  that  faction.  By  his  inter- 
est co-operating  with  the  influence  of  the  Duchess  of 
Marlborough,  Sir  Nathan  Wright  was  deprived  of  the 
great  seal,  which  was  committed  to  Mr.  William  Cowper, 
with  the  title  of  lord  keeper.  This  was  a  lawyer  of  good 
extraction,  superior  talents,  engaging  manners,  and  emi- 
nence in  his  profession.  He  was  stanch  to  whig  princi- 
ples, and  for  many  years  had  been  considered  as  one  of 
their  best  speakers  in  the  House  of  Commons.  The  new 
Parliament  meeting  on  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  October,  a 
violent  contest  arose  about  the  choice  of  a  speaker.  Mr. 
Bromley  was  supported  by  the  tories,  and  the  whigs  pro- 
posed Mr.  John  Smith,  who  was  elected  by  a  majority  of 
forty-three  voices.  The  queen  in  her  speech  represented 
the  necessity  of  acting  vigorously  against  France,  as  a 
common  en#my  to  the  liberties  of  Europe:  she  com- 
mended the  fortitude  of  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  which  she 
said  was  without  example :  she  told  them  her  intention 
was  to  expedite  commissions  for  treating  of  an  union  with 
Scotland ;  she  earnestly  recommended  an  union  of  minds 
and  affections  among  her  people :  she  observed,  that  some 
persons  had  endeavoured  to  foment  animosities,  and  even 
suggested  in  print  that  the  established  church  was  in 
danger :  she  affirmed  that  such  people  were  enemies  to 
her  and  to  the  kingdom,  and  meant  only  to  cover  designs 
which  they  durst  not  publicly  own,  by  endeavouring  to 
distract  the  nation  with  unreasonable  and  groundless  di*- 
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CHAP,    trusts  and  jealousies:   she  declared  she  would  always 
.  ^^^^'  .  affectionately  support  and  countenance  the  church  of 
^^^'     England,  as  by  law  established :  that  she  would  inviola- 
bly maintain  the  toleration,  that  she  would  promote  reli- 
gion and  virtue,  encourage  trade,  and  every  thing  else 
that  might  make  them  a  happy  and  flourishing  people. 
Bill  for  a        The  majority  in  both  Houses  now  professed  the  same 
^°o7ti^  principles,  and  were  well  disposed  to  support  the  queen 
queen's      in  all  her  designs.     They  first  presented  the  usual  ad- 
ecease.     (j^esses,  in  the  warmest  terms  of  duty  and  affection. 
Then  the  Commons  drew  up  a  second,  assuring  her  they 
would,  to  the  utmost  of  their  power,  assist  her  in  bring- 
ing the  treaty  of  union  to  a  happy  conclusion.     They 
desired  that  the  proceedings  of  the  last  session  of  Parlia- 
ment relating  to  the  union  and  succession,  might  be  laid 
before  the  House.     The  Lords  had  solicited  the  same 
satisfaction ;  and  her  majesty  promised  to  comply  with 
their  request.     The  Lower  House  having  heard  and  de- 
cided in  some  cases  of  controverted  elections,  proceeded 
to  take  into  consideration  the  estimates  for  the  service  of 
the  ensuing  year,  and  granted  the  supplies  without  hesi- 
tation.    In  the  House  of  Lords,  while  the  queen  was 
present,  Lord  Haversham,  at  the  end  of  a  long  speech, 
in  which  he  reflected  upon  the  conduct  of  the  Duke  of 
Marlborough,  both  on  the  Moselle  and  in  Brabant,  moved 
for  an  address  to  desire  her  majesty  would  invite  the 
presumptive  heir  to  the  crown  of  England  to  come  and 
reside  in  the  kingdom.     This  motion  was  earnestly  sup- 
ported by  the  Duke  of  Buckingham,  the  Earls  of  Ro- 
chester, Nottingham,  and  Anglesea.     They  said  there 
was  no  method  so  effectual  to  secure  the  isuccession,  as 
that  of  the  successor's  being  upon  the  spot,  ready  to  as- 
sume and  maintain  his  or  her  right  against  any  pretender; 
and  they  observed,  that  in  former  times,  when  the  throne 
of  England  was  vacant,  the  first  comer  had  always  suc- 
ceeded in  his  pretensions.     The  proposal  was  vehemently 
opposed  by  the  whigs,  who  knew  it  was  disagreeable  to 
the  queen,  whom  they  would  not  venture  to  disoblige. 
They  argued,  that  a  rivalry  between  the  two  courts  might 
produce  distractions,  and  be  attended  with  very  ill  con- 
sequences, and  observed,  that  the  Princess  Sophia  had 
expressed  a  full  satisfaction  in  the  assurances  of  the 
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queen,  who  had  promised  to  maintain  her  title.  The  chap. 
question  being  put,  was  carried  in  the  negative  by  a  great  ^^^^'  . 
majority.  The  design  of  the  tories  in  making  this  motion  1706. 
was,  to  bring  the  other  party  into  disgrace  either  with 
the  queen  or  with  the  people.  Their  joining  in  the 
measure  would  have  given  umbrage  to  their  sovereign ; 
and,  by  opposing  it,  they  ran  the  risk  of  incurring  the 
public  odium,  as  enemies  to  the  Protestant  succession ; 
but  the  pretence  of  the  tories  was  so  thin,  the  nation 
saw  through  it ;  and  the  sole  effect  the  motion  pro- 
duced was  the  queen's  resentment  against  the  whole 
party.  Burnet,  bishop  of  Sarum,  proposed,  that  pro- 
vision might  be  made  for  maintaining  the  public  quiet 
in  the  interval  between  the  queen's  decease  and  the 
arrival  of  her  successor:  the  motion  was  seconded  by 
the  lord  treasurer ;  and  a  bill  brought  in  for  the  better 
security  of  her  majesty's  person  and  government,  and  of 
the  succession  to  the  crown  of  England.  By  this  act  a 
regency  was  appointed,  of  the  seven  persons  that  should 
possess  the  offices  of  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  lord 
chancellor  or  lord  keeper,  lord  treasurer,  lord  president, 
lord  privy  seal,  lord  high  admiral,  and  the  lord  chief  jus- 
tice of  the  Queen's  Bench.  Their  business  was  to  pro- 
claim the  next  successor  through  the  kingdom  of  Eng- 
land, and  join  with  a  certain  number  of  persons  named 
as  regents  by  the  successor,  in  three  lists  to  be  sealed  up 
and  deposited  with  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  the 
lord  keeper,  and  the  minister  residentiary  of  Hanover. 
It  was  enacted,  that  these  joint  regencies  should  conduct 
the  administration ;  that  the  last  Parliament,  even  though 
dissolved,  should  reassemble,  and  continue  sitting  for  six 
months  after  the  decease  of  her  majesty.  The  bill  met 
with  a  warm  opposition  from  the  tories,  and  did  not  pass 
the  Upper  House  without  a  protest.  It  was  still  further 
obstructed  in  the  House  of  Commons  even  by  some  of 
the  whig  party,  who  were  given  to  understand  that  the 
Princess  Sophia  had  expressed  an  inclination  to  reside  in 
England.  Exceptions  were  likewise  taken  to  that  clause 
in  the  bill,  enacting,  that  the  last  Parliament  should  be 
reassembled.  They  affirmed  that  this  was  inconsistent 
with  part  of  the  act  by  which  the  succession  was  at  first 
settled;  for,  among  other  limitations,  the  Parliament 
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CHAP,    had  provided,  that  when  the  crown  should  devolve  to  the 
.  ^"^'  .  house  of  Hanover,  no  man,  who  had  either  place  or  pen- 
1705.     gj^jj^  should  be  capable  of  sitting  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons.    After  tedious  disputes  and  zealous  altercations, 
they  agreed  that  a  certain  number  of  offices  should  be 
specified  as  disqualifying  places.   This  self-denying  clause, 
and  some  other  amendments,  produced  conferences  be- 
tween the  two  houses,  and  at  length  the  bill  passed  by 
their  mutual  assent.     Lord  Haversham  moved  for  an  in- 
quiry into  the  miscarriages  of  the  last  campaign,  hoping 
to  find  some  foundation  for  censure  in  the  conduct  of 
the  Duke  of  Marlborough ;  but  the  proposal  was  rejected 
as  invidious,  and  the  two  Houses  presented  an  address  to 
the  queen,  desiring  she  would  preserve  a  good  correspond- 
ence among  all  the  confederates.     They  likewise  con- 
curred in  repealing  the  act  by  which  the  Scots  had  been 
alienated,  and  all  the  northern  counties  alarmed  with  the 
apprehension  of  a  rupture  between  the  two  nations.    The 
Lord  Shannon  and  Brigadier  Stanhope  arriving  witb  an 
account  of  the  expedition  to  Catalonia,  the  queen  com- 
municated the  good  news  in  a  speech  to  both  houses, 
expressing  her  hope  that  they  would  enable  her  to  prose- 
cute the  advantages  which  her  arms  had  acquired.     The 
Commons  were  so  well  pleased  with  the  tidings,  that  they 
forthwith  granted  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  pounds 
for  her  majesty's  proportion  of  the  expense  of  prosecuting 
the  successes  already  gained  by  King  Charles  III.  for 
the  recovery  of  the  monarchy  of  Spain  to  the  house  of 
Austria.     On  the  fifteenth  day  of  November,  the  queen 
gave  the  royal  assent  to  an  act  for  exhibiting  a  bill  to 
naturalize  the  Princess  Sophia,  and  the  issue  of  her  body. 
Debates  in      Theso  mcasurcs  being  taken,  the  sixth  day  of  Decem- 
of  LwdT*  b^r  ^^8  appointed  for  inquiring  into  those  dangers  to 
upon  the     which  the  tories  affirmed  the  church  was  exposed ;  and 
daSgerto    the  queen  attended  in  person,  to  hear  the  debates  on  this 
which  the   interestinff  subject.     The  Earl  of  Rochester  compared 

church  was  , ,  •  •      xi,  »  u       a    xi.       i_       •       • 

exposed,  the  cxprcssious  m  the  queen  s  speech  at  the  begmnmg 
of  the  session  to  the  law  enacted  in  the  reign  of  Charles 
II.  denouncing  the  penalties  of  treason  against  those  who 
should  call  the  king  a  Papist ;  for  which  reason,  he  said 
he  always  thought  him  of  that  persuasion.  He  affirmed 
that  the  church's  danger  arose  from  the  act  of  security 
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in  Scotland,  the  absence  of  the  successor  to  the  crown,    chap. 

and  the  practice  of  occasional  conformity.     He  was  an-  v _!_-» 

swered  by  Lord  Halifax,  who,  by  way  of  recrimination,  ^^^^• 
observed  that  King  Charles  H.  was  a  Roman  Catholic, 
at  least  his  brother  declared  him  a  Papist  after  his  death; 
that  his  brother  and  successor  was  a  known  Roman  Ca- 
tholic, yet  the  church  thought  herself  secure ;  and  those 
patriots  who  stood  up  in  its  defence  were  discountenanced 
and  punished ;  nay,  when  the  successor  ascended  the 
throne,  and  the  church  was  apparently  in  the  most  im- 
minent danger,  by  the  high  commission  court  and  other- 
wise, the  nation  was  then  indeed  generally  alarmed ; 
and  every  body  knew  who  sat  in  that  court,  and  entered 
deeply  into  the  measures  which  were  then  pursued. 
Compton,  Bishop  of  London,  declared  that  the  church 
was  in  danger,  from  profaneness,  irreligion,  and  the  licen- 
tiousness of  the  press.  He  complained  that  sermons 
were  preached  wherein  rebellion  was  countenanced,  and 
resistance  to  the  higher  powers  encouraged.  He  alluded 
to  a  sermon  preached  before  the  lord  mayor,  by  Mr. 
Hoadly,  now  Bishop  of  Winchester.  Burnet  of  Sarum 
said,  the  Bishop  of  London  was  the  last  man  who  ought  to 
complain  of  that  sermon ;  for  if  the  doctrine  it  contained 
was  not  good,  he  did  not  know  what  defence  his  lord- 
ship could  make  for  his  appearing  in  arms  at  Nottingham. 
He  affirmed  the  church  would  be  always  subject  to  pro- 
faneness and  irreligion,  but  that  they  were  not  now  so 
flagrant  as  they  usually  had  been :  he  said,  the  society 
set  up  for  reformation  in  London  and  other  cities  had 
contributed  considerably  to  the  suppression  of  vice :  he 
was  sure  the  corporation  for  propagating  the  gospel  had 
done  a  great  deal  towards  instructing  men  in  religion, 
by  giving  great  numbers  of  books  in  practical  divinity ; 
by  erecting  libraries  in  country  parishes;  by  sending  many 
able  divines  to  the  foreign  plantations,  and  founding 
schools  to  breed  up  children  in  the  Christian  knowledge ; 
though  to  this  expense  very  little  had  been  contributed 
by  those  who  appeared  so  wonderfully  zealous  for  the 
church.  The  Archbishop  of  York  expressed  his  appre- 
hension of  danger  from  the  increase  of  dissenters ;  par- 
ticularly from  the  many  academies  they  had  instituted : 
he  moved,  that  the  judges  might  be  consulted  with 
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CHAP,   respect  to  the  laws  that  were  in  force  against  such  semi- 
"  "^'  .  naries,  and  by  what  means  they  might  be  suppressed. 
17W-     Lord  Wharton  moved  that  thejudges  might  also  be  con- 
sulted about  means  of  suppressing  schools  and  seminaries 
held  by  nonjurors ;  in  one  of  which  the  sons  of  a  noble 
lord  in  that  House  had  been  educated.     To  this  sarcasm 
the  archbishop  replied,  that  his  sons  were  indeed  taught 
by  Mr.  Ellis,  a  sober,  virtuous  man ;  but  that  when  he 
refused  the  oath  of  abjuration,  they  were  immediately 
vnthdrawn  from  his  instructions.     Lord  Wharton  pro- 
ceeded to  declare,  that  he  had  carefully  perused  a  pamph- 
let entitled  "  The  Memorial,"  which  was  said  to  contain 
a  demonstration  that  the  church  was  in  danger ;  but  all 
he  could  learn  was,  that  the  Duke  of  Buckingham,  the 
Earls  of  Rochester  and  Nottingham,  were  out  of  place ; 
that  he  remembered  some  of  these  noblemen  sat  in  the 
high-commission  court,  and  then  made  no  complaint  of 
the  church's  being  in  danger.     Patrick,  Bishop  of  Ely, 
complained  of  the  heat  and  passion  manifested  by  the 
gentlemen  belonging  to  the  universities,  and  of  the  undu- 
tiful  behaviour  of  the  clergy  towards  their  bishops.     He 
was  seconded  by  Hough  of  Lichfield  and  Coventry,  who 
added,  that  the  inferior  clergy  calumniated  their  bishops, 
as  if  they  were  in  a  plot  to  destroy  the  church,  and  had 
compounded  to  be  the  last  of  their  order.     Hooper  of 
Bath  and  Wells  expatiated  on  the  invidious  distinction 
implied  in  the  terms  "high  church"  and  "low  church." 
The  Duke  of  Leeds  asserted  that  the  church  could  not  be 
safe  without  an  act  against  occasional  conformity.     Lord 
Somers  recapitulated  all  the  arguments  which  had  been 
used  on  both  sides  of  the  question  :  he  declared  his  own 
opinion  was,  that  the  nation  was  happy  under  a  wise  and 
just  administration;  that  for  men  to  raise  groundless 
jealousies  at  that  juncture  could  mean  no  less  than  an 
intention  to  embroil  the  people  at  home,  and  defeat  the 
glorious  designs  of  the  allies  abroad.     The  debate  being 
finished,  the  question  was  put,  whether  the  church  of 
England  was  in  danger,  and  carried  in  the  negative  by 
a  great  majority:  then  the  House  resolved,  that  the 
church  of  England,  as  by  law  established,  which  was 
rescued  from  the  extremest  danger  by  King  William  IIL 
of  glorious  memory,  is  now,  by  God's  blessing,  under  the 
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happy  reign  of  her  majesty,  in  a  most  safe  and  flourishing  chap. 
condition ;  and  that  whoever  goes  about  to  suggest  or  ^Z^l^ 
insinuate  that  the  church  is  in  danger  under  her  majesty's  *706. 
administration,  is  an  enemy  to  the  queen,  the  church, 
and  the  kingdom.  Next  day  the  Commons  concurred 
in  this  determination,  and  joined  the  Lords  in  an  address 
to  the  queen,  communicating  this  resolution,  beseeching 
her  to  take  effectual  measures  for  making  it  public ;  and 
also  for  punishing  the  authors  and  spreaders  of  the  sedi- 
tious and  scandalous  reports  of  the  church's  being  in  dan- 
ger. She  accordingly  issued  a  proclamation,  containing 
the  resolution  of  the  two  Houses,  and  offering  a  reward 
for  discovering  the  author  of  the  Memorial  of  the  Church 
of  England,  and  for  apprehending  David  Edwards,  a 
professed  Papist,  charged  upon  oath  to  be  the  printer 
and  publisher  of  that  libel. 

After  a  short  adjournment,  a  committee  of  the  Lower  The Pariia- 
House  presented  the  thanks  of  the  Commons  to  the  Duke  "gued.^^ 
of  Marlborough,  for  his  great  services  performed  to  her  Disputes  in 
majesty  and  the  nation  in  the  last  campaign,  and  for  his  cation  °^° 
prudent  negotiations  with  her  allies.  This  nobleman 
was  in  such  credit  with  the  people,  that  when  he  proposed 
a  loan  of  five  hundred  thousand  pounds  to  the  emperor, 
upon  a  branch  of  his  revenue  in  Silesia,  the  money  was 
advanced  immediately  by  the  merchants  of  London.  The 
kingdom  was  blessed  with  plenty :  the  queen  was  univer- 
sally beloved  :  the  people  in  general  were  zealous  for  the 
prosecution  of  the  war :  the  forces  were  well  paid :  the 
treasury  was  punctual :  and  though  a  great  quantity  of 
coin  was  exported  for  the  maintenance  of  the  war,  the 
paper-currency  supplied  the  deficiency  so  well,  that  no 
murmurs  were  heard,  and  the  public  credit  flourished 
both  at  home  and  abroad.  All  the  funds  being  esta- 
blished, one  in  particular  •for  two  millions  and  a  half, 
by  way  of  annuities  for  ninety-nine  years,  at  six  and  a 
half  per  cent.,  and  all  the  bills  having  received  the  royal 
assent,  the  queen  went  to  the  House  of  Peers  on  the 
nineteenth  day  of  March,  where,  having  thanked  both 
Houses  for  the  repeated  instances  of  their  affection  which 
she  had  received,  she  prorogued  the  parliament  to  the 
twenty-first  day  of  May  following  ^     The  new  Convoca- 

<^  Among  other  bills  passed  daring  this  session  was  an  act  for  abridging  and 
reforming  some  proceedmgs  in  the  common  law  and  in  chancery. 
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CHAP,    tion,  instead  of  imitating  the  union  and  harmony  of  the 

I}}^L^  Parliament,  revived  the  divisions  by  which  the  former 

1706.     had  been  distracted,  and  the  two  Houses  seemed  to  act 

with  more  determined  rancour  against  each  other.     The 

Upper  House  having  drawn  up  a  warm  address  of  thanks 

to  the  queen  for  her  affectionate  care  of  the  church,  the 

Lower  House  refused  to  concur ;  nor  would  they  give  any 

Boyer**      Tcason  for  their  dissent.     They  prepared  another  in  a  dif- 

Lockhart.   fereut  Strain,  which  was  rejected  by  the  archbishop.   Then 

HtetTf      ^^^y  agreed  to  divers  resolutions,  asserting  their  right  of 

Europe,      having  what  they  offered  to  the  Upper  House  received 

quieres.      by  his  graco  and  their  lordships.     In  consequence  of  this 

^ndai.       dissension  the  address  was  dropped,  and  a  stop  put  to  all 

the  Duke    further  communication  between  the  two  Houses.     The 

of  Marl-     Dean  of  Peterborouffh  protested  against  the  irreffularities 

Dorousn.  o      j  o  o 

Burchet!     of  the  Lowcr  House.     The  queen,  in  a  letter  to  the  arch- 
Admlrais*^  bishop,  signified  her  resolution  to  maintain  her  supre- 
Voitaire.     macy,  and  the  due  subordination  of  presbyters  to  bishops. 
She  expressed  her  hope  that  he  and  his  suffragans  would 
act  conformably  to  her  resolution,  in  which  case  they 
might  be  assured  of  the  continuance  of  her  favour  and 
protection :  she  required  him  to  impart  this  declaration 
to  the  bishops  and  clergy,  and  to  prorogue  the  Convoca- 
tion to  such  time  as  should  appear  most  convenient. 
When  he  communicated  this  letter  to  the  Lower  House, 
the  members  were  not  a  little  confounded ;  nevertheless, 
they  would  not  comply  with  the  prorogation,  but  conti- 
nued to  sit,  in  defiance  of  her  majesty's  pleasure. 
1706.         The  eyes  of  Great  Britain  were  now  turned  upon  a 
ences  open- transaction  of  the   utmost  consequence  to  the  whole 
trear  of    ^^laud  :  namely,  the  treaty  for  an  union  of  the  two  king- 
union  with  doms  of  England  and  Scotland.     The  queen  having  ap- 
Scotiand.    pQjuted  the  commissioners  **  on  both  sides,  they  met  on 

d  The  English  commissioners  were,  Thomas  Lord  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  ; 
William  Cowper,  lord  keeper  of  the  great  seal  ;  John  Lord  Archbishop  of  York  ; 
Sidney  Lord  Godolphin,  lord  high  treasurer  of  England  ;  Thomas  Earl  of  Pem- 
broke and  Montgomery,  president  of  the  council;  John  Duke  of  Newcastle,  keeper 
of  the  privy  seal ;  William  Duke  of  Devonshire,  steward  of  the  household;  Charles 
Duke  of  Somerset,  master  of  the  horse  ;  Charles  Duke  of  Bolton,  Charles  Earl  of 
Sunderland,  Evelyn  Earl  of  Kingston,  Charles  Earl  of  Carlisle,  Edward  Earl  of 
Oxford,  Charles  Viscount  Townshend,  Thomas  Lord  Wharton,  Ralph  Lord  Grey, 
John  Lord  Powlet,  Lord  John  Somers,  Charles  Lord  Halifax,  William  Cavendish, 
Marquis  of  Hartington,  John  Manners,  Marquis  of  Granby  ;  Sir  Charles  Hedges 
and  Robert  Harley,  principal  secretaries  of  state ;  John  Smith ;  Henry  Boyle, 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  ;  Sir  John  Holt,  chief  justice  of  the  Queen's  Bench  ; 
Sir  Thomas  Trevor,  chief  justice  of  the  common  pleas ;  Sir  Edward  Northey, 
attorney-general.;  Sir  Simon  Harcourt,  solicitor-general ;  Sir  John  Cooke  ;  and 
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the  sixteenth  day  of  April,  in  the  council  chamber  of  the  chap. 
Cockpit  near  Whitehall,  which  was  the  place  appointed  .  ^"^'  , 
for  the  conferences.  Their  commissions  being  opened  ^706^. 
and  read  by  the  respective  secretaries,  and  introductory 
speeches  being  pronounced  by  the  lord  keeper  of  Eng- 
land, and  the  lord  chancellor  of  Scotland,  they  agreed  to 
certain  preliminary  articles,  importing,  that  all  the  pro- 
posals should  be  made  in  writing ;  and  every  point,  when 
agreed,  reduced  to  writing:  that  no  points  should  be 
obligatory,  till  all  matters  should  be  adjusted  in  such  a 
manner  as  would  be  proper  to  be  laid  before  the  queen 
and  the  two  Parliaments  for  their  approbation :  that  a 
committee  should  be  appointed  from  each  commission, 
to  revise  the  minutes  of  what  might  pass,  before  they 
should  be  inserted  in  the  books  by  the  respective  secre- 
taries ;  and  that  all  the  proceedings  during  the  treaty 
should  be  kept  secret.  The  Scots  were  inclined  to  a 
federal  union,  like  that  of  the  United  Provinces ;  but  the 
English  were  bent  upon  an  incorporation,  so  that  no 
Scottish  Parliament  should  ever  have  power  to  repeal  the 
articles  of  the  treaty.  The  lord  keeper  proposed  that 
the  two  kingdoms  of  England  and  Scotland  should  be  for 
ever  united  into  one  realm,  by  the  name  of  Great  Bri- 
tain ;  that  it  should  be  represented  by  one  and  the  same 
Parliament ;  and  that  the  succession  of  this  monarchy, 
failing  of  heirs  of  her  majesty's  body,  should- be  accord- 
ing to  the  limitations  mentioned  in  the  act  of  Parlia- 
ment passed  in  the  reign  of  King  William,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  further  limitation  of  the  crown,  and  the  better 
securing  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  subject."  The 
Scottish  commissioners,  in  order  to  comply  in  some  mea- 
sure with  the  popular  clamour  of  their  nation,  presented 

Stephen  Waller,  doctor  of  laws. — The  Scottish  commissioners  were,  James  Earl  of 
Seafield,  lord  chancellor  of  Scotland  ;  James  Duke  of  Queensberry,  lord  privy 
seal ;  John  Earl  of  Mar,  and  Hugh  Earl  of  Loudon,  principal  secretaries  of  state; 
John  Earl  of  Sutherland,  John  Earl  of  Morton,  David  Earl  of  Wemys,  David  Earl 
of  Leven,  John  Earl  of  Stair,  Archibald  Earl  of  Roseberry,  David  Earl  of  Glasgow, 
Lord  Archibald  Campbell,  Thomas  Viscount  Duplin,  Lord  William  Ross,  Sir  Hugh 
Dalrymple,  president  of  the  session;  Adam  Oockburn,  of  Ormistoun,  lord  justice 
clerk  ;  Sir  Robert  Dundas  of  Arnistoun,  Robert  Stuart  of  TuUicultrie,  lords  of  the 
session  ;  Mr.  Francis  Montgomery,  one  of  the  commissioners  of  the  treasury;  Sir 
David  Dalrymple,  one  of  her  majesty's  solicitors  ;  Sir  Alexander  Ogilvie,  receiver- 
general  ;  Sir  Patrick  Johnston,  provost  of  Edinburgh;  Sir  James  Smollett,  of 
Bonhill ;  George  Lockhart,  of  Carnwath  ;  William  Morrison,  of  Preston-grange  ; 
Alexander  Grant ;  William  Seton,  of  Pitmidden ;  John  Clerk,  of  Pennycook ; 
Hugh  Montgomery,  Daniel  Stuart,  and  Daniel  Campbell. 


494 

CHAP. 
VIII. 


Substance 
of  the 
treaty. 


HISTORY  OF  ENGLAND. 

a  proposal,  implying,  that  the  succession  to  the  crown  of 
Scotland  should  be  established  upon  the  same  persons 
mentioned  in  the  act  of  King  William's  reign :  that  the 
subjects  of  Scotland  should  for  ever  enjoy  all  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  the  natives  in  England,  and  the  domi- 
nions thereunto  belonging;  and  that  the  subjects  of 
England  should  enjoy  the  like  rights  and  privileges  in 
Scotland :  that  there  should  be  a  free  communication 
and  intercourse  of  trade  and  navigation  between  the  two 
kingdoms,  and  plantations  thereunto  belonging;  and  that 
all  laws  and  statutes  in  either  kingdom,  contrary  to  the 
terms  of  this  union,  should  be  repealed.  The  English 
commissioners  declined  entering  into  any  considerations 
upon  these  proposals,  declaring  themselves  fully  convinced 
that  nothing  but  an  entire  union  could  settle  a  perfect 
and  lasting  friendship  between  the  two  kingdoms.  The 
Scots  acquiesced  in  this  reply,  and  both  sides  proceeded 
in  the  treaty,  without  any  other  intervening  dispute. 
They  were  twice  visited  by  the  queen,  who  exhorted  them 
to  accelerate  the  articles  of  a  treaty  that  would  prove  so 
advantageous  to  both  kingdoms.  At  length  they  were 
finished,  arranged,  and  mutually  signed,  on  the  twenty- 
second  of  July,  and  next  day  presented  to  her  majesty,  at 
the  palace  of  St.  James's,  by  the  lord  keeper  in  the  name 
of  the  English  commissioners;  at  the  same  time  a  sealed 
copy  of  the  instrument  was  likewise  delivered  by  the 
lord  chancellor  of  Scotland ;  and  each  made  a  short  ora- 
tion on  the  subject,  to  which  the  queen  returned  a  very 
gracious  reply.  That  same  day  she  dictated  an  order  of 
council,  that  whoever  should  be  concerned  in  any  dis- 
course or  libel,  or  in  laying  wagers  relating  to  the  union, 
should  be  prosecuted  with  the  utmost  rigour  of  the  law. 
In  this  famous  treaty  it  was  stipulated,  that  the  suc- 
cession to  the  united  kingdom  of  Great  Britain  should 
be  vested  in  the  Princess  Sophia,  and  her  heirs,  according 
to  the  acts  already  passed  in  the  Parliament  of  England: 
that  the  united  kingdom  should  be  represented  by  one 
and  the  same  Parliament :  that  all  the  subjects  of  Great 
Britain  should  enjoy  a  communication  of  privileges  and 
advantages :  that  they  should  have  the  same  allowances, 
encouragements,  and  drawbacks ;  and  be  under  the  same 
prohibitions,  restrictions,  and  regulations,  with  respect  to 
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commerce  and  customs:  that  Scotland  should  not  be  chap. 
charged  with  the  temporary  duties  on  some  certain  com-  v  ^^^^-  . 
modities :  that  the  sura  of  three  hundred  ninety-eight  ^706. 
thousand  and  eighty-five  pounds,  ten  shillings,  should  be 
granted  to  the  Scots,  as  an  equivalent  for  such  parts  of 
the  customs  and  excise  charged  upon  that  kingdom,  in 
consequence  of  the  union,  as  would  be  applicable  to  the 
payment  of  the  debts  of  England,  according  to  the  pro- 
portion which  the  customs  and  excise  of  Scotland  bore  to 
those  of  England :  that,  as  the  revenues  of  Scotland 
might  increase,  a  further  equivalent  should  be  allowed 
for  such  proportion  of  the  said  increase  as  should  be  appli- 
cable to  the  payment  of  the  debts  of  England :  that  the 
sum  to  be  paid  at  present,  as  well  as  the  moneys  arising 
from  the  future  equivalents,  should  be  employed  in  re- 
ducing the  coin  of  Scotland  to  the  standard  and  value  of 
the  English  coin ;  in  paying  off  the  capital  stock  and  in* 
terest  due  to  the  proprietors  of  the  African  company, 
which  should  be  immediately  dissolved ;  in  discharging 
all  the  public  debts  of  the  kingdom  of  Scotland  ;  in  pro- 
moting and  encouraging  manufactures  and  fisheries,  un- 
der the  direction  of  commissioners  to  be  appointed  by 
her  majesty,  and  accountable  to  the  Parliament  of  Great 
Britain :  that  the  laws  concerning  public  right,  policy,  and 
civil  government,  should  be  the  same  throughout  the 
whole  united  kingdom ;  but  that  no  alteration  should  be 
made  in  laws  which  concerned  private  right,  except  for 
evident  utility  of  the  subjects  within  Scotland  :  that  the 
court  of  session,  and  all  other  courts  of  judicature  in  Scot- 
land, should  remain  as  then  constituted  by  the  laws  of 
that  kingdom,  with  the  same  authority  and  privileges  as 
before  the  union ;  subject,  nevertheless,  to  such  regula- 
tions as  should  be  made  by  the  Parliament  of  Great 
Britain :  that  all  heritable  offices,  superiorities,  heritable 
jurisdictions,  offices  for  life,  and  jurisdictions  for  life, 
should  be  reserved  to  the  owners,  as  rights  and  property, 
in  the  same  manner  as  then  enjoyed  by  the  laws  of  Scot- 
land :  that  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  royal  boroughs 
in  Scotland  should  remain  entire  after  the  union :  that 
Scotland  should  be  represented  in  the  Parliament  of  Great 
Britain  by  sixteen  peers  and  forty-five  commoners,  to  be 
elected  in  such  a  manner  as  should  be  settled  by  the  pre- 
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CHAP,  sent  Parliament  of  Scotland :  that  all  peers  of  Scotland, 
_!_>  and  the  successors  to  their  honours  and  dignities,  should, 
1706.  from  and  after  the  union,  be  peers  of  Great  Britain,  and 
should  have  rank  and  precedency  next  and  immediately 
after  the  English  peers  of  the  like  orders  and  degrees  at 
the  time  of  the  union ;  and  before  all  peers  of  Great 
Britain  of  the  like  orders  and  degrees,  who  might  be 
created  after  the  union :  that  they  should  be  tried  as 
peers  of  Great  Britain,  and  enjoy  all  privileges  of  peers, 
as  fully  as  enjoyed  by  the  peers  of  England,  except  the 
right  and  privilege  of  sitting  in  the  House  of  Lords,  and 
the  privileges  depending  thereon,  and  particularly  the 
right  of  sitting  upon  the  trials  of  peers ;  that  the  crown, 
sceptre,  and  sword  of  state,  the  records  of  Parliament, 
and  all  other  records,  rolls,  and  registers  whatsoever, 
should  still  remain  as  they  were,  within  that  part  of  the 
united  kingdom  called  Scotland  :  that  all  laws  and  sta- 
tutes in  either  kingdom,  so  far  as  they  might  be  incon- 
sistent with  the  terms  of  these  articles,  should  cease 
and  be  declared  void  by  the  respective  Parliaments  of  the 
two  kingdoms.  Such  is  the  substance  of  that  treaty  of 
union  which  was  so  eagerly  courted  by  the  English  mi- 
nistry, and  proved  so  unpalatable  to  the  generality  of  the 
Scottish  nation. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

Battle  of  Ramillies,  in  which  the  French  are  defeated. — The  Sieoe  of 
Barcelona  raised  by  the  English  Fleet. — Prince  Eugene  obtains  a  com- 
plete VICT0R7  over  the   FrENCH  AT  TuRIN. — SiR  ClOUDESLBY   ShOVEL  SAILS 

with  a  Reinforcement  to  Charles,  King  of  Spain.— The  King  of  Sweden 

MARCHES  into  SaXONY. — ThE  FrENCH  KiNG  DEMANDS  CONFERENCES  FOR  A  PeaCE. 

— Meeting  of  the  Scottish  Parliament. — Violent  Opposition  to  the  Union. 
— The  Scots  in  general  averse  to  the  Treaty. — Which  is,  nevertheless, 
confirmed  by  their  Parliament. — Proceedings  in  the  English  Parliament. 
— The  Commons  approve  of  the  Articles  of  the  Union. — The  Lords  pass  a 
Bill  for  the  Security  of  the  Church  op  England. — Arguments  used 
against  the  Articles  of  the  Union. — Which,  however,  are  confirmed  by 
Act  of  Parliament. — The  Parliament  revived  by  Proclamation. — The 
Queen  gives  Audience  to  a  Muscovite  Ambassador. — Proceedings  in  Convo- 
cation.— France  threatened  with  total  Ruin. — The  Allies  are  defeated 
AT  Almanza. — Unsuccessful  Attempt  upon  Toulon. — Sir  Cloudesley  Shovel 
wrecked  on  the  Rocks  of  Scilly. — Weakness  of  the  Emperor  on  th^-^ 
Upper  Rhine. — Interview  between  the  King  of  Sweden  and  the  Duke  of 
Marlborough. — Inactive  Campaign  in  the  Netherlands. — Harley  begins 
to  form  a  Party  against  the  Duke  of  Marlborough. — The  Nation  discon- 
tented WITH  the  Whig  Ministry. — Meeting  of  the  first  British  Parlia- 
ment.— Inquiry  into  the  State  of  the  War  in  Spain. — Gregg,  a  Clerk  in 
THE  Secretary's  Office,  detected  in  a  Correspondence  with  the  French 
Ministry. — Harley  resigns  his  Employments. — The  Pretender  embarks  at 
Dunkirk  for  Scotland. — His  Design  is  defeated. — State  of  the  Nation  at 
THAT  Period. — Parliament  dissolved. — The  French  surprise  Ghent  a.nd 
Bruges. — They  are  routed  at  Oudenarde. — The  Allies  invest  Lisle. — 
They  defeat  a  large  Body  of  French  Forces  at  Wynendale. — The  Elector 
OF  Bavaria  attacks  Brussei^. — Lisle  surrendered,  Ghent  taken,  and 
Bruges  abandoned. — Conquest  of  Minorca  by  General  Stanhope. — Rupture 
between  the  Pope  and  the  Emperor. — Death  of  Prince  George  op  Den- 
mark.— The  new  Parliament  assembled. — Naturalization  Bill. — Act  of 
Grace. — Disputes  about  the  Muscovite  Ambassador  compromised. 

While  this  treaty  was  on  the  carpet  at  homey  the  allied    chap. 
arms  prospered  surprisingly  in  the  Netherlands,  in  Spain,  .    ^^'   , 
and  in  Piedmont.     The  French  king  had  resolved  to     no6. 
make  very  considerable  efforts  in  these  countries ;  and  RlmniiU, 
indeed,  at  the  beginning  of  the  campaign,  his  armies  j"  ^^'^  ^ 
were  very  formidable.     He  hoped  that,  by  the  reduction  are  de- 
of  Turin  and  Barcelona,  the  war  would  be  extinguished  ^®*^*®^" 
in  Italy  and  Catalonia.     He  knew  he  could  outnumber 
any  body  of  forces  that  Prince  Louis  of  Baden  should 
assemble  on  the  Rhine ;  and  he  resolved  to  reinforce  his 

VOL.  I.  K  k 
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CHAP,  army  in  Flanders,  so  as  to  be  in  a  condition  to  act  offen- 
_^^L^  sively  against  the  Duke  of  Marlborough.  This  nobleman 
1706.  repaired  to  Holland  in  the  latter  end  of  April ;  and  con- 
ferred with  the  States-General.  Then  he  assembled  the 
army  between  Borschloen  and  Groes-Waren,  and  found 
it  amounted  to  seventy-four  battalions  of  foot,  and  one 
hundred  and  twenty-three  squadrons  of  horse  and  dra- 
goons, well  furnished  with  artillery  and  pontoons.  The 
court  of  France  having  received  intelligence  that  the 
Danish  and  Prussian  troops  had  not  yet  joined  the  con- 
federates, ordered  the  Elector  of  Bavaria  and  the  Ma- 
reschal  de  Villeroy  to  attack  them  before  the  junction 
could  be  effected.  In  pursuance  of  this  order  they  passed 
the  Deule  on  the  nineteenth  day  of  May,  and  posted 
themselves  at  Tirlemont,  being  superior  in  number  to 
the  allied  army.  There  they  were  joined  by  the  horse 
of  the  army  commanded  by  Mareschal  Marsin,  and  en- 
camped between  Tirlemont  and  Judoigne.  On  Whit- 
sunday, early  in  the  morning,  the  Duke  of  Marlborough 
advanced  with  his  army  in  eight  columns  towards  the  vil- 
lage of  Ramillies,  being  by  this  time  joined  by  the  Danes; 
and  he  learned  that  the  enemy  were  in  march  to  give 
him  battle.  Next  day  the  French  generals,  perceiving 
the  confederates  so  near  them,  took  possession  of  a  strong 
camp,  the  right  extending  to  the  tomb  of  Hautemont, 
on  the  side  of  the  Mehaigne;  their  left  to  Anderkirk; 
and  the  village  of  Ramillies  being  near  their  centre.  The 
confederate  army  was  drawTi  up  in  order  of  battle,  with 
the  right  wing  near  Foltz  on  the  brook  of  Yause,  and  the 
left  by  the  village  of  Franquenies,  which  the  enemy  had 
occupied.  The  duke  ordered  Lieu  tenant-General  Schultz, 
with  twelve  battalions  and  twenty  pieces  of  cannon,  to 
be^n  the  action,  by  attacking  Ramillies,  which  was 
strongly  fortified  with  artillery.  At  the  same  time 
Veldt-Mareschal  D'Auverquerque,  on  the  left,  com- 
manded Colonel  Wertmuller,  with  four  battalions  and 
two  pieces  of  cannon,  to  dislodge  the  enemy's  infantry 
posted  among  the  hedges  of  Franquenies.  Both  these 
orders  were  successfully  executed.  The  Dutch  and 
Danish  horse  of  the  left  wing  charged  with  great  vigour 
and  intrepidity,  but  were  so  roughly  handled  by  the 
troops  of  the  French  king's  household,  that  they  began 
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to  give  way,  when  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  sustained  chap. 
them  with  the  body  of  reserve,  and  twenty  squadrons  .  ^^^  . 
drawn  from  the  right,  where  a  morass  prevented  them  1706, 
from  acting.  In  the  mean  time,  he  in  person  rallied 
some  of  the  broken  squadrons,  in  order  to  renew  the 
charge,  when  his  own  horse  falling,  he  was  surrounded 
by  the  enemy,  and  must  have  been  either  killed  or  taken 
prisoner,  had  not  a  body  of  infantry  come  seasonably  to 
his  relief.  When  he  remounted  his  horse,  the  head  of 
Colonel  Brienfield,  his  gentleman  of  the  horse,  was  car- 
ried off  by  a  cannon-ball  while  he  held  the  duke's  stirrup. 
Before  the  reinforcement  arrived,  the  best  part  of  the 
French  mousquetaires  were  cut  in  pieces.  All  the  troops 
posted  in  Ramillies  were  either  killed  or  taken.  The 
rest  of  the  enemy's  infantry  began  to  retreat  in  tolerable 
order,  under  cover  of  the  cavalry  on  their  left  wing,  which 
formed  themselves  in  three  lines  between  Ossuz  and 
Anderkirk ;  but  the  English  horse  having  found  means 
to  pass  the  rivulet  which  divided  them  from  the  enemy, 
fell  upon  them  with  such  impetuosity,  that  they  aban- 
doned their  foot,  and  were  terribly  slaughtered  in  the 
village  of  Anderkirk.  They  now  gave  way  on  all  sides. 
The  horse  fled  three  different  ways ;  but  were  so  closely 
pursued  that  very  few  escaped.  The  Elector  of  Bavaria, 
and  the  Mareschal  de  Villeroy,  saved  themselves  with 
the  utmost  difficulty.  Several  waggons  of  the  enemy's 
vanguard  breaking  down  in  a  narrow  pass,  obstructed 
the  way  in  such  a  manner,  that  the  baggage  and  artil- 
lery could  not  proceed ;  nor  could  their  troops  defile 
in  order.  The  victorious  horse  being  informed  of  this 
accident,  pressed  on  them  so  vigorously,  that  great 
numbers  threw  down  their  arms  and  submitted.  The 
pursuit  was  followed  through  Judoigne  till  two  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  five  leagues  from  the  field  of  battle, 
and  within  two  of  Louvaine.  In  a  word,  the  confe- 
derates obtained  a  complete  victory.  They  took  the 
enemy's  baggage  and  artillery,  about  one  hundred  and 
twenty  colours,  or  standards,  six  hundred  officers,  six 
thousand  private  soldiers;  and  about  eight  thousand  were 
killed  or  wounded".     Prince  Maximilian  and   Prince 

a  The  French  impute  the  loss  of  this  battle  to  the  misconduct  of  Villeroy,  who, 
it  must  be  owned,  made  a  most  wretched  disposition.  When  he  returned  to  Ver- 
sailles, where  he  expected  to  meet  with  nothing  but  reproaches,  Louis  received 

Kk2 
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CHAP.    Monbason  lost  their  lives :  the  Maior-Generals  Palavicini 

TY 

.  f^'  .  and  Mezieres  were  taken,  together  with  the  Marquises 
1706,  ^Q  Ba|.^  ^Q  Nonant,  and  de  la  Beaume,  this  last  the  son 
of  the  Mareschal  de  Tallard,  Monsieur  de  Montmorency, 
nephew  to  the  Duke  of  Luxembourg,  and  many  other 
persons  of  distinction.  The  loss  of  the  allies  did  not 
exceed  three  thousand  men,  including  Prince  Louis  of 
Hesse,  and  Mr.  Bentinck,  who  were  slain  in  the  en- 
gagement. The  French  generals  retired  with  precipi- 
tation to  Brussels,  while  the  allies  took  possession  of 
Louvaine,  and  next  day  encamped  at  Bethlem.  The 
battle  of  Ramillies  was  attended  with  the  immediate 
conquest  of  all  Brabant.  The  cities  of  Louvaine,  Mech- 
lin, Brussels,  Antwerp,  Ghent,  and  Bruges,  submitted 
without  resistance,  and  acknowledged  King  Charles. 
Ostend,  though  secured  by  a  strong  garrison,  was  sur- 
rendered after  a  siege  of  ten  days.  Menin,  esteemed 
the  most  finished  fortification  in  the  Netherlands, 
and  guarded  by  six  thousand  men,  met  with  the  same 
fate.  The  garrison  of  Dendermonde  surrendered  them- 
selves prisoners  of  war;  and  Aeth  submitted  on  the 
same  conditions.  The  French  troops  were  dispirited. 
The  city  of  Paris  was  overwhelmed  with  consterna- 
tion. Louis  affected  to  bear  his  misfortunes  with  calm- 
ness and  composure;  but  the  constraint  had  such  an 
effect  upon  his  constitution  that  his  physicians  thought 
it  necessary  to  prescribe  frequent  bleeding,  which  he  ac- 
cordingly underwent.  At  his  court  no  mention  was 
made  of  military  transactions ;  all  was  solemn,[silent,  and 
reserved. 

The  siege        Had  the  issue  of  the  campaign   in   Catalonia  been 

oiBarce-  ,  ^i         1        •       •  1 

lona  raised  such  as  the  begiuumg  seemed  to  prognosticate,  the 
iushfl^eet"^  French  king  might  have  in  some  measure  consoled  him- 
self for  his  disgraces  in  the  Netherlands.  On  the  sixth 
day  of  April,  King  Philip,  at  the  head  of  a  numerous 
army,  undertook  the  siege  of  Barcelona,  while  the  Count 
de  Thoulouse  blocked  it  up  with  a  powerful  squadron. 
The  inhabitants,  animated  by  the  presence  of  King 
Charles,  made  a  vigorous  defence ;  and  the  garrison  was 
reinforced  with  some  troops   from  Gironne  and  other 

him  without  the  least  mark  of  displeasure,  saying,  "  Mr.  Mareschal^  you  and  I  are 
too  old  to  be  fortunate." 
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places.  But,  after  the  fort  of  Montjuic  was  taken,  the  chap. 
place  was  so  hard  pressed,  that  Charles  ran  the  utmost  .  ^^'  . 
risk  of  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy ;  for  the  Earl  1706. 
of  Peterborough,  who  had  marched  from  Valencia  with 
two  thousand  men,  found  it  impracticable  to  enter  the 
city.  Nevertheless,  he  maintained  his  post  upon  the 
hills ;  and  with  surprising  courage  and  activity  kept  the 
besiegers  in  continual  alarm.  At  length.  Sir  John  Leake 
sailed  from  Lisbon  with  thirty  ships  of  the  line ;  and  on 
the  eighth  day  of  May  arrived  in  sight  of  Barcelona. 
The  French  admiral  no  sooner  received  intelligence  of 
his  approach,  than  he  set  sail  for  Toulon.  In  three  days 
after  his  departure.  King  Philip  abandoned  the  siege, 
and  retired  in  great  disorder,  leaving  behind  his  tents, 
with  the  sick  and  wounded.  On  the  side  of  Portugal, 
the  Duke  of  Berwick  was  left  with  such  an  inconsiderable 
force  as  proved  insufficient  to  defend  the  frontiers.  The 
Earl  of  Galway,  with  an  army  of  twenty  thousand  men, 
undertook  the  siege  of  Alcantara ;  and  in  three  days  tb>e 
garrison,  consisting  of  four  thousand  men,  were  maij^ 
prisoners  of  war.  Then  he  marched  to  Placentia,  s,mi 
advanced  as  far  as  the  bridge  of  Almaris ;  but  the  Por- 
tuguese would  penetrate  no  further  until  they  should 
know  the  fate  of  Barcelona.  When  they  understood  the 
siege  was  raised,  they  consented  to  proceed  to  Madrid. 
Philip,  guessing  their  intention,  posted  to  that  capital, 
and  sent  his  queen  with  all  his  valuable  effects  to  Bur- 
gos, whither  he  followed  her  in  person,  after  having  de- 
stroyed every  thing  that  he  could  not  carry  away.  About 
the  latter  end  of  June,  the  Earl  of  Gralway  entered  the 
city  without  resistance;  but  the  Spaniards  were  ex- 
tremely mortified  to  see  an  army  of  Portuguese,  headed 
by  a  heretic,  in  possession  of  their  capital.  King  Charles 
loitered  away  his  time  in  Barcelona  u^iitil  his  competitor 
recovered  his  spirits,  and  received  such  reinforcements  as 
enabled  him  to  return  to  Madrid,  with  an  army  equal  to 
that  commanded  by  the  Earl  of  Galway.  This  general 
made  a  motion  towards  Arragon,  in  order  to  facilitate 
his  conjunction  with  Charles,  who  had  set  out  by  the 
way  of  Saragossa,  where  he  was  acknowledged  as  sove- 
reign of  Arragon  and  Valencia.  In  the  beginning  of 
August  this  prince  arrived  at  the  Portuguese  camp,  with 
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CHAP,  a  small  reinforcement ;  and  in  a  few  days  was  followed 
>  ^^'  .  by  the  Earl  of  Peterborough,  at  the  head  of  five  hundred 
1706.  dragoons.  The  two  -armies  were  now  pretty  equal  in 
point  of  number ;  but  as  each  expected  further  reinforce- 
ments, neither  chose  to  hazard  an  engagement.  The 
Earl  of  Peterborough,  who  aspired  to  the  chief  command, 
and  hated  the  Prince  of  Lichtenstein,  who  enjoyed  the 
confidence  of  King  Charles,  retired  in  disgust ;  and  em- 
barking on  board  an  English  ship  of  war,  set  sail  for 
Genoa.  The  English  fleet  continued  all  the  summer  in 
the  Mediterranean :  they  secured  Carthagena,  which  had 
declared  for  Charles :  they  took  the  town  of  Alicant  by 
assault,  and  the  castle  by  capitulation.  Then  sailing  out 
of  the  Straits,  one  squadron  was  detached  to  the  West 
Indies,  another  to  lie  at  Lisbon,  and  the  rest  were  sent 
home  to  England. 
Prince  Eu-  Fortuno  was  not  more  propitious  to  the  French  in 
taS^a  Italy  than  in  Flanders.  The  Duke  de  Vendome  having 
complete  been  recalled  to  assume  the  command  in  Flanders  after 
overSe  the  battle  of  Ramillies,  the  Duke  of  Orleans  was  placed 
French  at  at  the  head  of  the  army  in  Piedmont,  under  the  tutorage 
and  direction  of  the  Mareschal  de  Marsin.  They  were 
ordered  to  besiege  Turin,  which  was  accordingly  invested 
in  the  month  of  May ;  and  the  operations  carried  on  till 
the  beginning  of  September.  Great  preparations  had 
been  made  for  this  siege.  It  was  not  undertaken  until 
the  Duke  of  Savoy  had  rejected  all  the  offers  of  the 
French  monarch,  which  were  sufficient  to  have  shaken  a 
prince  of  less  courage  and  fortitude.  The  Duke  de  la 
Feuillade  having  finished  the  lines  of  circumvallation  and 
contravallation,  sent  his  quarter-master-general  with  a 
trumpet,  to  offer  passports  and  a  guard  for  the  removal 
of  the  duchess  and  her  children.  The  Duke  of  Savoy 
replied,  that  he  did  not  intend  to  remove  his  family, 
and  that  the  mareschal  might  begin  to  execute  his  mas- 
ter's orders  whenever  he  should  think  fit;  but  when 
the  siege  began  with  uncommon  fury,  and  the  French 
fired  red-hot  balls  into  the  place,  the  two  duchesses, 
with  the  young  prince  and  princesses,  quitted  Turin, 
and  retired  to  Quierasco,  from  whence  they  were  con- 
ducted through  many  dangers  into  the  territories  of 
Genoa.     The  duke  himself  forsook  his  capital,  in  ord^r 
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to  put  himself  at  the  head  of  his  cavalry;  and  was  pur-  .chap. 
sued  from  place  to  place  by  five-and-forty  squadrons  v    ^^'   j 
under  the  command  of  the  Count  D'Aubeterre.     Not-     i7oe- 
withstanding  the  very  noble  defence  which  was  made 
by  the   garrison   of  Turin,  which   destroyed   fourteen 
thousand  of  the  enemy  during  the  course  of  the  siege, 
the   defences   were   almost   ruined,   their  ammunition 
began  to  fail,  and  they  had  no  prospect  of  relief  but  from 
Prince  Eugene,  who  had  numberless  difficulties  to  en- 
counter before  he  could  march  to  their  assistance.     The 
Duke  de  Vendome,  before  he  left  Italy,  had  secured  all 
the  fords  of  the  Adige,  the  Mincio,  and  the  Oglio,  and 
formed   such  lines  and  intrenchments  as  he  imagined 
would  eifectually  hinder  the  imperial  general  from  ar- 
riving in  time  to  relieve  the  city  of  Turin.     But  the 
prince  surmounted  all  opposition ;  passed  four  great  rivers 
in  despite  of  the  enemy;  and  reached  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Turin  on  the  thirteenth  day  of  August.     There, 
being  joined  by  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  he  passed  the  Po 
between  Montcalier  and  Cavignan.     On  the  fifth  day  of 
September  they  took  a  convoy  of  eight  hundred  loaded 
mules ;  next  day  they  passed  the  Doria,  and  encamped 
with  the  right  on  the  bank  of  that  river  before  Pianessa, 
and  the  left  on  the  Stura  before  the  Veneria.     The 
enemy  were  intrenched,  having  the  Stura  on  their  right; 
the  Doria  on  their  left,  and  the  convent  of  capuchins, 
called  Notre  Dame  de  la  Campagne,  in  their  centre. 
When  Prince  Eugene  approached  Turin,  the  Duke  of 
Orleans  proposed  to  march  out  of  the  intrenchments  and 
give  him  battle ;  and  this  proposal  was  seconded  by  all 
the  general  officers,  except  Marsin,  who,  finding  the  duke 
determined,  produced  an  order  from  the  French  king 
commanding  the  duke  to  follow  the  mareschal's  advice. 
The  court  of  Versailles  was  now  become  afraid  of  hazard- 
ing an  engagement  against  those  who  had  so  oftai  de- 
feated their  armies ;  and  this  officer  had  private  instruc- 
tions to  keep  within  the  trenches.     On  the  seventh  day 
of  September  the  confederates  marched  up  to  the  in- 
trenchments of  the  French,  in  eight  columns,  through  a 
terrible  fire  from  forty  pieces  of  artillery,  and  were  formed 
in  order  of  battle  within  half  cannon  shot  of  the  enemy. 
Then  they  advanced  to  the  attack  with  surprising  reso- 
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CHAP.  lutioD,  and  met  with  such  a  warm  reception  as  seemed 
^^'  ,  to  stop  their  progress.  Prince  Eugene  perceiving  this 
1706.  check,  drew  his  sword,  and  putting  himself  at  the  head 
of  the  battalions  on  the  left,  forced  the  intrenchments  at 
the  first  charge.  The  Duke  of  Savoy  met  with  the  same 
success  in  the  centre,  and  on  the  right  near  Lucengo. 
The  horse  advanced  through  the  intervals  of  the  foot,  left 
for  that  purpose ;  and  breaking  in  with  vast  impetuosity, 
completed  the  confusion  of  the  enemy,  who  were  defeated 
on  all  hands,  and  retired  with  precipitation  to  the  other 
side  of  the  Po,  while  the  Duke  of  Savoy  entered  his  ca- 
pital in  triumph.  The  Duke  of  Orleans  exhibited  re- 
peated proofs  of  the  most  intrepid  courage,  and  received 
several  wounds  in  the  engagement.  Mareschal  de  Mar- 
sin  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  victors,  his  thigh  being  shat- 
tered with  a  ball,  and  died  in  a  few  hours  after  the  am- 
putation. Of  the  French  army,  about  five  thousand  men 
were  slain  on  the  field  of  battle ;  a  great  number  of  oflS- 
cers,  and  upwards  of  seven  thousand  men,  were  taken, 
together  with  two  hundred  and  fifty-five  pieces  of  cannon, 
one  hundred  and  eighty  mortars,  an  incredible  quantity 
of  ammunition,  all  the  tents  and  baggage,  five  thousand 
beasts  of  burden,  ten  thousand  horses  belonging  to  thir- 
teen regiments  of  dragoons,  and  the  mules  of  the  com- 
missary-general, so  richly  laden,  that  this  part  of  the 
booty  alone  was  valued  at  three  millions  of  livres.  The 
loss  of  the  confederates  did  not  exceed  three  thousand  men 
killed  or  disabled  in  the  action,  besides  about  the  same 
number  at  the  garrison  of  Turin,  which  had  fallen  since 
the  beginning  of  the  siege.  This  was  such  a  fatal  stroke 
to  the  interest  of  Louis,  that  Madame  de  Maintenon 
would  not  venture  to  make  him  fully  acquainted  with 
the  state  of  his  afiairs.  He  was  told  that  the  Duke  of 
Orleans  had  raised  the  siege  of  Turin  at  the  approach  of 
Prince  Eugene ;  but  he  knew  not  that  his  own  army  was 
defeated  and  ruined.  The  spirits  of  the  French  were  a 
little  comforted  in  consequence  of  an  advantage  gained 
about  this  time  by  the  Count  de  Medavi-grancey,  who 
commanded  a  body  of  troops  left  in  the  Mantuan  terri- 
tories. He  surprised  the  Prince  of  Hesse  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Castiglione,  and  obliged  him  to  retire  to  the 
Adige,  with  the  loss  of  two  thousand  men :  but  this  vie- 
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tory  was  attended  with  no  consequence  in  tlieir  favour,    chap. 

The  Duke  of  Orleans  retreated  into  Dauphine,  while  the  ^ — .^ ' 

French  garrisons  were  driven  out  of  every  place  they     ^^^' 
occupied  in  Piedmont  and  Italy,  except  Cremona,  Va- 
lenza,  and  the  castle  of  Milan,  which  were  blocked  up 
by  the  confederates. 

Over  and  above  these  disasters  which  the  French  sus-  sircioudea- 
tained  in  the  course  of  this  campaign,  they  were  mise-  gtus  with 
rably  alarmed  by  the  project  of  an  invasion  from  Britain,  areinforce- 

inent  to 

formed  by  the  Marquis  de  Guiscard,  who,  actuated  by  a  charies, 
family  disgust,  had  abandoned  his  country,  and  become  ^^"s  ^^ 
a  partisan  of  the  confederates.  He  was  declared  a  lieu-  ^  ^^' 
tenant-general  in  the  emperor's  army,  and  came  over  to 
London,  after  having  settled  a  correspondence  with  the 
malecontents  in  the  southern  parts  of  France.  He  insi- 
nuated himself  into  the  friendship  of  Henry  St.  John, 
secretary  of  war,  and  other  persons  of  distinction.  His 
scheme  of  invading  France  was  approved  by  the  British 
ministry,  and  he  was  promoted  to  the  command  of  a 
regiment  of  dragoons  destined  for  that  service.  About 
eleven  thousand  men  were  embarked  under  the  conduct 
of  Earl  Rivers,  with  a  large  train  of  artillery ;  and  the 
combined  squadrons,  commanded  by  Sir  Cloudesley 
Shovel,  set  sail  from  Plymouth  on  the  thirteenth  day  of 
August.  Next  day  they  were  forced  into  Torbay  by  con- 
trary winds,  and  there  they  held  a  council  of  war  to  con- 
cert their  operations,  when  they  discovered  that  Guis- 
card's  plan  was  altogether  chimerical,  or  at  least  founded 
upon  such  slight  assurances  and  conjectures  as  could  not 
justify  their  proceeding  to  execution.  An  express  was 
immediately  despatched  to  the  Admiralty,  with  the  result 
of  this  council ;  and  in  the  mean  time  letters  arrived  at 
court  from  the  Earl  of  Galway,  after  his  retreat  from 
Madrid  to  Valencia,  soliciting  succours  with  the  most 
earnest  entreaties.  The  expedition  to  France  was  im- 
mediately postponed,  and  Sir  Cloudesley  Shovel  was 
ordered  to  make  the  best  of  his  way  for  Lisbon,  there  to 
take  such  measures  as  the  state  of  the  war  in  Spain 
should  render  necessary.  Guiscard  and  his  oflScers  being 
set  on  shore,  the  fleet  sailed  with  the  first  fair  wind,  and 
towards  the  latter  end  of  October  arrived  at  Lisbon.  On 
the  twenty-eighth  day  of  the  next  month  the  King  of 
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CHAP.    Portugal  died,  and  his  eldest  son  and  successor  being  but 
v__i.^l_>  eighteen  years  of  age,  was,  even  more  than  his  father, 
1706,     influenced  by  a  ministry  which  had  private  connexions 
with  the  court  of  Versailles.     Nevertheless,  Sir  Cloudes- 
ley  Shovel  and  Earl  Rivers,  being  pressed  by  letters  from 
King  Charles  and  the  Earl  of  Galway,  sailed  to  their  as- 
sistance in  the  beginning  of  January ;  and  on  the  twenty- 
eighth  arrived  at  Alicant,  from  whence  the  Earl  of  Rivers 
proceeded  by  land  to  Valencia,  in  order  to  assist  at  a 
general  council  of  war.     The  operations  of  the  eimrnqg 
campaign  being  concerted,  and  the  army  joined  .by  the 
reinforcement  from  England,  Earl  Rivers,  disliking  the 
country,  returned  with  the  admiral  to  Lisbon. 
The  King        Poland  was  at  length  delivered  from  the  presence  of 
mj^ches^^  the  King  of  Sweden,  who,  in  the  beginning  of  Septem- 
intoSax-    ber,  Suddenly  marched  through  Lusatia  into  Saxony; 
^^^'  and  in  a  little  time  laid  that  whole  electorate  under  con- 

tribution.   Augustus,  being  thus  cut  off  from  all  resource, 
resolved  to  obtain  peace  on  the  Swede's  own  terms,  and 
engaged  in  a  secret  treaty  for  this  purpose.     In  the  mean 
time  the  Poles  and  Muscovites  attacked  the  Swedish 
forces  at  Kalish  in  Great  Poland  ;  and  by  dint  of  num- 
bers routed  them  with  great  slaughter.    Notwithstanding 
this  event,  Augustus  ratified  the  treaty,  by  which  he  ac- 
knowledged Stanislaus  as  true  and  rightful  King  of  Po- 
land, reserving  to  himself  no  more  than  the  empty  title 
of  sovereign.     The  confederates  were  not  a  little  alarmed 
to  find  Charles  in  the  heart  of  Germany,  and  the  French 
court  did  not  fail  to  court  his  alliance ;  but  he  continued 
on  the  reserve  against  all  their  solicitations.     Then  they 
implored  his  mediation  for  a  peace ;  and  he  answered, 
that  he  would  interpose  his  good  offices,  as  soon  as  he 
should  know  they  would  be  agreeable  to  the  powers  en- 
gaged in  the  grand  alliance. 
The  French     The  pride  of  Louis  was  now  humbled  to  such  a  degree 
mands^con.  ^  might  havc  cxcitcd  the  compassion  of  his  enemies. 
ferences  for  He  employed  the  Elector  of  Bavaria  to  write  letters  in 
peace,     j^.^  name  to  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  and  the  deputies 
of  the  States-General,  containing  proposals  for  opening 
a  congress.     He  had  already  tampered  with  the  Dutch, 
in  a  memorial  presented  by  the  Marquis  d'Alegre.    He 
likewise  besought  the  pope  to  interpose  in  his  behalf. 
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He  offered  to  cede  either  Spain  and  the  West  Indies,  or  chap. 
Milan,  Naples,  and  Sicily,  to  King  Charles ;  to  give  up  a  v  ^^'  ^ 
barrier  for  the  Dutch  in  the  Netherlands ;  and  to  indem-  i706. 
nify  the  Duke  of  Savoy  for  the  ravages  that  had  been 
committed  in  his  dominions.  Though  his  real  aim  was 
peace,  yet  he  did  not  despair  of  being  able  to  excite  such 
jealousies  among  the  confederates  as  might  shake  the 
basis  of  their  union.  His  hope  was  not  altogether  dis- 
appointed. The  court  of  Vienna  was  so  much  alarmed 
at  thfe  offers  he  had  made,  and  the  reports  circulated  by 
his  emissaries,  that  the  emperor  resolved  to  make  himself 
master  of  Naples  before  the  allies  should  have  it  in  their 
power  to  close  with  the  proposals  of  France.  This  was 
the  true  motive  of  his  concluding  a  treaty  with  Louis  in 
the  succeeding  winter,  by  which  the  Milanese  was  entirely 
evacuated,  and  the  French  king  at  liberty  to  employ 
those  troops  in  making  strong  efforts  against  the  confe- 
derates in  Spain  and  the  Netherlands.  The  Dutch  were 
intoxicated  with  success,  and  their  pensionary,  Heinsius, 
entirely  influenced  by  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  who 
found  his  account  in  the  continuance  of  the  war,  which 
at  once  gratified  his  avarice  and  ambition;  for  all  his 
great  qualities  were  obscured  by  the  sordid  passion  of 
accumulating  wealth.  During  the  whole  war,  the  allies 
never  had  such  an  opportunity  as  they  now  enjoyed  to 
bridle  the  power  of  France  effectually,  and  secure  the  li- 
berties of  the  empire ;  and  indeed,  if  their  real  design  was 
to  establish  an  equal  balance  between  the  houses  of  Aus- 
tria and  Bourbon,  it  could  not  have  been  better  effected 
than  by  dividing  the  Spanish  monarchy  between  these  two 
potentates.  The  accession  of  Spain,  with  all  its  appen- 
dages, to  either,  would  have  destroyed  the  equilibrium 
which  the  allies  proposed  to  establish.  But  other  motives 
contributed  to  a  continuation  of  the  war.  The  powers  of 
the  confederacy  were  fired  with  the  ambition  of  making 
conquest ;  and  England  in  particular  thought  herself  en^ 
titled  to  an  indemnification  for  the  immense  sums  she  had 
expended.  Animated  by  these  concurring  considerations, 
Queen  Anne  and  the  States-General  rejected  the  offers 
of  France ;  and  declared  that  they  would  not  enter  into 
any  negotiation  for  peace,  except  in  concert  with  their 
allies. 


ment. 
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CHAP.        The  tones  of  England  began  to  meditate  schemes  of 
t    \^*  *  opposition  against  the  Duke  of  Marlborough.      They 
1706.     looked  upon  him  as  a  selfish  nobleman,  who  sacrificed 
tibeSc^tti^  the  interest  of  the  nation,  in  protracting  a  ruinous  war 
Pariia-       for  his  owu  private  advantage.     They  saw  their  country 
oppressed  with  an  increasing  load  of  taxes,  which  they 
apprehended  would  in  a  little  time  become  an  intolerable 
burden ;  and  they  did  not  doubt  but  at  this  period  §pch 
terms  might  be  obtained  as  would  fully  answer  the  great 
purpose  of  the  confederacy.     This,  indeed,  was  the  pre- 
vailing opinion  among  all  the  sensible  people  of  the  na- 
tion who  were  not  particularly  interested  in  the  prose- 
cution of  the  war,  either  by  being  connected  with  the 
general,  or  in  some  shape  employed  in  the  management 
of  the  finances.     The  tories  were  likewise  instigated  by 
a  party-spirit  against  Marlborough,  who,  by  means  of  his 
wife,  was  in  full  possession  of  the  queen's  confidence,  and 
openly  patronised  the  whig  faction.     But  the  attention 
of  people  in  general  was  now  turned  upon  the  Scottish 
Parliament,  which  took  into  consideration  the  treaty  of 
union  lately  concluded  between  the  commissioners  of 
both  kingdoms.     On  the  third  day  of  October,  the  Duke 
of  Queensberry,   as   high-commissioner,   produced   the 
queen's  letter,  in  which  she  expressed  her  hope  that  the 
terms  of  the  treaty  would  be  acceptable  to  her  Parlia- 
ment of  Scotland.     She  said,  an  entire  and  perfect  union 
would  be  the  solid  foundation  of  a  lasting  peace;  it 
would  secure  their  religion,  liberty,  and  property,  remove 
the  animosities  that  prevailed  among  themselves,  and  the 
jealousies  that  subsisted  between  the  two  nations ;  it 
would  increase  their  strength,  riches,  and  commerce ;  the 
whole  island  would  be  joined  in  affection,  and  free  from 
all  apprehensions  of  different  interests ;  it  would  be  en- 
abled to  resist  all  its  enemies,  support  the  Protestant 
interest  every  where,  and  maintain  the  liberties  of  Eu- 
rope.    She  renewed  her  assurance  of  maintaining  the 
government  of  their  church;  and  told  them,  that  now 
they  had  an  opportunity  of  taking  such  steps  as  might 
be  necessary  for  its  security  after  the  union.     She  de- 
manded the  necessary  supplies.     She  observed,  that  the 
great  success  with  which  God  Almighty  had'  blessed  her 
arms  afforded  the  near  prospect  of  a  happy  peace,  with 
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which  they  would  enjoy  the  full  advantages  of  this  union :    chap. 
that  they  had  no  reason  to  doubt  but  the  Parliament .    ^^'   . 
of  England  would  do  all  that  should  be  necessary  on  their     ^706. 
part  to  confirm  the  union:   finally,  she  recommended 
calmness  and  unanimity  in  deliberating  on  this  great  and 
weighty  affair,  of  such  consequence  to  the  whole  island 
of  Great  Britain. 

Hitherto  the  articles  of  the  union  had  been  Indus-  violent  op- 
triotlsly  concealed  from  the  knowledge  of  the  People :  {JJ^*^  ^ 
but  the  treaty  being  recited  in  Parliament,  and  the  par- 
ticulars divulged,  such  a  flame  was  kindled  through  the 
whole  nation,  as  had  not  appeared  since  the  Restoration. 
The  cavaliers  or  Jacobites  had  always  foreseen  that  this 
union  would  extinguish  all  their  hopes  of  a  revolution  in 
favour  of  a  pretender.  The  nobility  found  themselves 
degraded  in  point  of  dignity  and  influence,  by  being  ex- 
cluded from  their  seats  in  Parliament.  The  trading  part 
of  the  nation  beheld  their  commerce  saddled  with  heavy 
duties  and  restrictions,  and  considered  the  privilege  of 
trading  to  the  English  plantations  as  a  precarious  and 
uncertain  prospect  of  advantage.  The  barons,  or  gentle- 
men, were  exasperated  at  a  coalition,  by  which  their  Par- 
liament was  annihilated,  and  their  credit  destroyed.  The 
people  in  general  exclaimed,  that  the  dignity  of  their 
crown  was  betrayed;  that  the  independency  of  their  nation 
had  fallen  a  sacrifice  to  treachery  and  corruption ;  that 
whatever  conditions  might  be  speciously  offered,  they  could 
Rotexpect  they  would  beobserved  byaParliament  in  which 
the  English  had  such  a  majority.  They  exaggerated  the 
dangers  to  which  the  constitution  of  their  church  would 
be  exposed  from  a  bench  of  bishops,  and  a  Parliament  of 
episcopalians.  This  consideration  alarmed  the  presby- 
terian  ministers  to  such  a  degree,  that  they  employed  all 
their  power  and  credit  in  waking  the  resentment  of  their 
hearers  against  the  treaty,  which  produced  an  universal 
ferment  among  all  ranks  of  people.  Even  the  most  rigid 
puritans  joined  the  cavaliers,  in  expressing  their  detesta- 
tion of  the  union  ;  and,  laying  aside  their  mutual  animo- 
sities, promised  to  co-operate  in  opposing  a  measure  so 
ignominious  and  prejudicial  to  their  country.  In  Par- 
liament the  opposition  was  headed  by  the  Dukes  of  Ha- 
milton and  Atbol,  and  the  Marquis  of  Annandale.     The 
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CHAP,   first  of  these  noblemen  had  wavered  so  much  in  his  con- 
••   .  duet  that  it  is  diflScuIt  to  ascertain  his  real  political  prin- 
1706.     ciples.     He  was  generally  supposed  to  favour  the  claim 
of  the  pretender ;  but  he  was  afraid  of  embarking  too  far 
in  his  cause,  and  avoided  violent  measures  in  the  discus* 
sion  of  this  treaty,  lest  he  should  incur  the  resentment 
of  the  English  Parliament,  and  forfeit  the  estate  he  pos- 
sessed in  that  kingdom.    Athol  was  more  forward  in  his 
professions  of  attachment  to  the  court  of  St.  Germain's ; 
but  he  had  less  ability,  and  his  zeal  was  supposed  to  have 
been  inflamed  by  resentment  against  the  ministry.     The 
debates  upon  the  different  articles  of  the  treaty  were  car- 
ried on  with  great  heat  and  vivacity ;  and  many  shrewd 
arguments  were  used  against  this  scheme  of  an  incorpo- 
rating union.     One  member  affirmed,  that  it  would  fur- 
nish a  handle  to  any  aspiring  prince  to  overthrow  the 
liberties  of  all  Britain ;  for  if  the  Parliament  of  Scotland 
could  alter,  or  rather  subvert,  its  constitution,  this  circum- 
stance might  be  a  precedent  for  the  Parliament  of  Great 
Britain  to  assume  the  same  power :  that  the  representa- 
tives for  Scotland  would,  from  their  poverty,  depend  upon 
those  who  possessed  the  means  of  corruption ;  and  having 
expressed  so  little  concern  for  the  support  of  their  own 
constitution,  would  pay  very  little  regard  to  that  of  any 
other.     "  What !  (said  the  Duke  of  Hamilton)  shall  we 
in  half  an  hour  give  up  what  our  forefathers  maintained 
with  their  lives  and  fortunes  for  many  ages  ?     Are  here 
none  of  the  descendants  of  those  worthy  patriots,  who 
defended  the  liberty  of  their  country  against  all  invaders; 
who  assisted  the  great  King  Robert  Bruce  to  restore  the 
constitution  and  revenge  the  falsehood  of  'England,  and 
the  usurpation  of  Baliol  ?     Where  are  the  Douglasses 
and  Campbells  ?     Where  are  the  peers,  where  are  the 
barons,  once  the  bulwark  of  the  nation  ?     Shall  we  yield 
up  the  sovereignty  and  independency  of  our  country, 
when  we  are  commanded  by  those  we  represent  to  pre- 
serve the  same,  and  assured  of  their  assistance  to  support 
us  ?"     The  Duke  of  Athol  protested  against  an  incorpo- 
rating union,  as  contrary  to  the  honour,  interest,  funda- 
mental laws,  and  constitution  of  the  kingdom  of  Scot- 
land, the  birthright  of  the  peers,  the  rights  and  privileges 
of  the  barons  and  boroughs,  and  to  the  claim  of  right, 
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property,  and  liberty  of  the  subjects.  To  this  protest  chap. 
nineteen  peers  and  forty-six  commoners  adhered.  The  .  ^^  , 
earl  mareschal  entered  a  protest,  importing,  that  no  per-  noe. 
son  being  successor  to  the  crown  of  England  should  in- 
herit that  of  Scotland,  without  such  previous  limitations 
as  might  secure  the  honour  and  sovereignty  of  the  Scot- 
tish crown  and  kingdom,  the  frequency  and  power  of 
Parliament,  the  religion,  liberty,  and  trade  of  the  nation, 
from  English  or  any  foreign  influence.  He  was  seconded 
by  six-and-forty  members.  With  regard  to  the  third 
article  of  the  union,  stipulating  that  both  kingdoms 
should  be  represented  by  one  and  the  same  Parliament, 
the  country-party  observed,  that  by  assenting  to  this  ex- 
pedient, they  did  in  effect  sink  their  own  constitution, 
while  that  of  England  underwent  no  alteration :  that  in 
all  nations  there  are  fundamentals  which  no  power  what- 
ever can  alter :  that  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Parlia- 
ment being  one  of  these  fundamentals  among  the  Scots, 
no  Parliament,  or  any  other  power,  could  ever  legally 
prohibit  the  meeting  of  Parliaments,  or  deprive  any  of 
the  three  estates  of  its  right  of  sitting  or  voting  in  Parlia- 
ment, or  give  up  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Parliament ; 
but  that  by  this  treaty  the  Parliament  of  Scotland  was 
entirely  abrogated,  its  rights  and  privileges  sacrificed, 
and  those  of  the  English  Parliament  substituted  in  their 
place.  They  argued,  that  though  the  legislative  power 
in  Parliament  was  regulated  and  determined  by  a  majo- 
rity of  voices,  yet  the  giving  up  the  constitution,  with  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  the  nation,  was  not  subject  to 
suffrage,  being  founded  on  dominion  and  property ;  and 
therefore  could  not  be  legally  surrendered  without  the 
consent  of  every  person  who  had  a  right  to  elect  and  to 
be  represented  in  Parliament.  They  aflSrmed  that  the 
obligation  laid  on  the  Scottish  members  to  reside  so  long 
in  London,  in  attendance  on  the  British  Parliament, 
would  drain  Scotland  of  all  its  money,  impoverish  the 
members,  and  subject  them  to  the  temptation  of  being 
corrupted.  Another  protest  was  entered  by  the  Marquis 
of  Annandale  against  an  incorporating  union,  as  being 
odious  to  the  people,  subversive  of  the  constitution,  sove- 
reignty, and  claim  of  right,  and  threatening  ruin  to  the 
Church  as  by  law  established.     Fifty-two  members  joined 
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in  this  protestation.     Almost  every  article  produced  the 
most  inflammatoi^  disputes.     The  Lord  Belhaven  enu- 
1706.     merated  the  mischiefs  which  would  attend  the  union,  in 
a  pathetic  speech,  that  drew  tears  from  the  audience,  and 
is  at  this  day  looked  upon  as  a  prophecy  by  great  part  of 
the  Scottish  nation.     Addresses  against  the  treaty  were 
presented  to  Parliament  by  the  convention  of  boroughs, 
the  commissioners  of  the  general  assembly,  the  company 
trading  to  Africa  and  the  Indies,  as  well  as  from  several 
shires,  stewartries,  boroughs,  towns,  and  parishes,  in  all 
the  different  parts  of  the  kingdom,  without  distinction  of 
whig  or  tory,  episcopalian  or  presbyterian.     The  Earl  of 
Buchan  for  the  peers,  Lockhart  of  Camwath  for  the 
barons.   Sir   Walter   Stuart   in    behalf  of   the    peers, 
barons,  and  boroughs,  the  Earls  of  Errol  and  Marischal 
for   themselves,  as  high-constable  and    earl-marshal  of 
the  kingdom,  protested  severally  against  the  treaty  of 
union. 
The  Scots       While  this  opposition  raged  within  doors,  the  resent- 
^eree^to    Hieut  of  the  pooplo  rose  to  transports  of  fury  and  revenge. 
the  treaty.  The  moro  rigid  presbyterians,  known  by  the  name  of 
Cameronians,  chose  officers,  formed  themselves  into  regi- 
ments,  provided   horses,   arms,   and   ammunition,  and 
marching  to  Dumfries,  burned  the  articles  of  the  union 
at  the  Market-cross,  justifying  their  conduct  in  a  public 
declaration.     They  made  a  tender  of  their  attachment 
to  Duke  Hamilton,  from  whom  they  received  encourage- 
ment in  secret.     They  reconciled  themselves  to  the  epis- 
copalians and  the  cavaliers ;  they  resolved  to  take  the 
route  to  Edinburgh,  and  dissolve  the  Parliament ;  while 
the.  Duke  of  Athol  undertook  to  secure  the  pass  of  Stir- 
ling with  his  Highlanders,  so  as  to  open  the  communica- 
tion between  the  western  and  northern  parts  of  the  king- 
dom.    Seven  or  eight  thousand  men  were  actually  ready 
to  appear  in  arms  at  the  town  of  Hamilton,  and  march 
directly  to  Edinburgh,  under  the  duke's  command,  when 
that  nobleman  altered  his  opinion,  and  despatched  private 
couriers  through  the  whole  country,  requiring  the  people 
to  defer  their  meeting  till  further  directions.    The  more 
sanguine  cavaliers  accused  his  grace  of  treachery ;  but  in 
all  likelihood  he  was  actuated  by  prudential  motives. 
He  alleged,  in  his  own  excuse,  that  the  nation  was  not  in 
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a  condition  to  carry  on  such  an  enterprise,  especially  as  chap. 
the  English  had  already  detached  troops  to  the  border,  ,  ^^'  . 
and  might  in  a  few  days  have  wafted  over  a  considerable  ^706. 
reinforcement  from  Holland.  During  this  commotion 
among  the  Cameronians,  the  cities  of  Edinburgh  and 
Glasgow  were  filled  with  tumults.  Sir  Patrick  John- 
ston, provost  of  Edinburgh,  who  had  been  one  of  the  com- 
missioners for  the  union,  was  besieged  in  his  own  house 
by  the  populace,  and  would  have  been  torn  in  pieces, 
had  not  the  guards  dispersed  the  multitude.  The  privy- 
council  issued  a  proclamation  against  riots,  commanding 
all  persons  to  retire  from  the  streets  whenever  the  drum 
should  beat ;  ordering  the  guards  to  fire  upon  those  who 
should  disobey  this  command,  and  indemnifying  them 
from  all  prosecution  for  maiming  or  slaying  the  lieges. 
These  guards  were  placed  all  round  the  house  in  which  the 
Peers  and  Commons  were  assembled,  and  the  council  re- 
ceived the  thanks  of  the  Parliament  for  having  thus  pro- 
vided for  their  safety.  Notwithstanding  these  precautions 
of  the  government,  the  commissioner  was  constantly  sa- 
luted with  the  curses  and  imprecations  of  the  people  as 
he  passed  along ;  his  guards  were  pelted,  and  some  of  his 
attendants  wounded  with  stones  as  they  sat  by  him  in 
the  coach,  so  that  he  was  obliged  to  pass  through  the 
streets  on  full  gallop. 

Against  all  this  national  fury,  the  Dukes  of  Queens- Which  is 
berry  and  Argyle,  the  Earls  of  Montrose,  Seafield,  and  f^^con^ 
Stair,  and  the  other  noblemen  attached  to  the  union,  firmed  by 

.  their  Par- 

acted  with  equal  prudence  and  resolution.  They  argued  iiameut. 
strenuously  against  the  objections  that  were  started  in 
the  House.  They  magnified  the  advantages  that  would 
accrue  to  the  kingdom  from  the  privileges  of  trading  to 
the  English  plantations,  and  being  protected  in  their  com- 
merce by  a  powerful  navy  ;  as  M^ell  as  from  the  exclusion 
of  a  popish  pretender,  who  they  knew  was  odious  to  the 
nation  in  general.  They  found  means,  partly  by  their 
promises,  and  partly  by  corruption,  to  bring  over  the 
Earls  of  Roxburgh  and  Marchmont,  with  the  whole 
squadron  who  had  been  hitherto  unpropitious  to  the 
court.  They  disarmed  the  resentment  of  the  clergy,  by 
promoting  an  act  to  be  inserted  in  the  union,  declaring  the 
presbyterian  discipline  to  be  the  only  government  in  the 
VOL.  I.  L  1 
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church  of  Scotland,  unalterable  in  all  succeeding  times, 
and  a  fundamental  article  of  the  treaty.     They  soothed 
1706.     ^Yie  African  company  with  the  prospect  of  being  indem- 
nified for  the  losses  they  had  sustained.     They  amused 
individuals  with  the  hope  of  sharing  the  rest  of  the  equi- 
valent.    They  employed  emissaries  to  allay  the  ferment 
amoDg  the  Cameroniaos,  and  disunite  them  from  the 
cavaliers,  by  canting,  praying,  and  demonstrating  the  ab- 
surdity, sinfulness,  and  danger  of  such  a  coalition.     These 
remonstrances  were  reinforced  by  the  sum  of  twenty 
thousand  pounds,  which  the  queen  privately  lent  to  the 
Scottish  treasury,  and  which  was  now  distributed  by  the 
ministry  in  such  a  manner  as  might  best  conduce  to  the 
success  of  the  treaty.    By  these  practices  they  diminished, 
though  they  could  not  silence,  the  clamour  of  the  people, 
and  obtained  a  considerable  majority  in  Parliament,  which 
out-voted  all  opposition.     Not  but  that  the  Duke  of 
Queensberry  at  one  time  despaired  of  succeeding,  and 
being  in  continual  apprehension  for  his  life,  expressed  a 
desire  of  adjourning  the  Parliament,  until  by  time  and 
good  management  he  should  be  able  to  remove  those 
difficulties  that  then  seemed  to  be  insurmountable.     But 
the  Lord  Treasurer  Godolphin,  who  foresaw  that  the 
measure  would  be  entirely  lost  by  delay,  and  was  no 
judge  of  the  difficulties,  insisted  upon  his  proceeding.     It 
was  at  this  period,  that  he  remitted  the  money,  and  gave 
directions  for  having  forces  ready  at  a  call,  both  in  Eng- 
land and  Ireland.     At  length  the  Scottish  Parliament 
approved  and  ratified  all  the  articles  of  the  union,  with 
some  small  variation.     They  then  prepared  an  act  for 
regulating  the  election  of  the  sixteen  peers  and  forty-five 
commoners  to  represent  Scotland  in  the  British  Parlia- 
ment.    This  being  touched  with  the  sceptre,  the  three 
estates  proceeded  to  elect  their  representatives.     The 
remaining  .part  of  the  session  was  employed  in  making 
regulations  concerning  the  coin,  in  examining  the  ac- 
counts of  the  African  company,  and  providing  for  the 
due  application  of  the  equivalent,  which  was  scandalously 
misapplied.     On  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  March  the  com- 
missioner adjourned  the  Parliament,  after  having,  in  a 
short  speech,  taken  notice  of  the  honour  they  had  ac- 
quired in  concluding  an  afikir  of  such  importance  to  their 
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country.  Having  thus  accomplished  the  great  purpose 
of  the  court,  he  set  out  for  London,  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  which  he  was  met  by  above  forty  noblemen  in  their  *7^^- 
coaches,  and  about  four  hundred  gentlemen  on  horseback. 
Next  day  he  waited  upon  the  queen  at  Kensington,  from 
whom  he  met  with  a  very  gracious  reception.  Perhaps 
there  is  not  another  instance  upon  record  of  a  ministry's 
having  carried  a  point  of  this  importance  against  such  a 
violent  torrent  of  opposition,  and  contrary  to  the  general 
sense  and  inclination  of  a  whole  exasperated  people. 
The  Scots  were  pereuaded  that  their  trade  would  be 
destroyed,  their  nation  oppressed,  and  their  country 
ruined,  in  consequence  of  the  union  with  England; 
and  indeed  their  opinion  was  supported  by  very  plausible 
arguments.  The  majority  of  both  nations  believed  that 
the  treaty  would  produce  violent  convulsions,  or,  at  best, 
prove  ineffectual.  But  we  now  see  it  has  been  attended 
with  none  of  the  calamities  that  were  prognosticated ; 
that  it  quietly  took  effect,  and  fully  answered  all  the  pur- 
poses for  which  it  was  intended.  Hence  we  may  learn, 
that  many  great  difficulties  are  surmounted,  because  they 
are  not  seen  by  those  who  direct  the  execution  of  any 
great  project ;  and  that  many  schemes,  which  theory 
deems  impracticable,  will  yet  succeed  in  the  experiment. 

The  English  Parliament  assembling  on  the  third  day  Proceed- 
of  December,  the  queen  in  her  speech  to  both  Houses  English  **^ 
coneratulated  them  on  the  glorious  successes  of  her  arms.  Pariia- 
She  desired  the  Commons  would  grant  such  supplies  as  "'-'• 
might  enable  her  to  improve  the  advantages  of  this  suc- 
cessful campaign.     She  told  them  that  the  treaty  of 
union,  as  concluded  by  the  commissioners  of  both  king- 
doms, was  at  that  time  under  the  consideration  of  the 
Scottish  Parliament ;  and  she  recommended  despatch  in 
the  public  affairs,  that  both  friends  and  enemies  might 
be  convinced  of  the  firmness  and  vigour  of  their  pro- 
ceedings.    The  Parliament  was  perfectly  well  disposed 
to  comply  with  all  her  majesty's  requests.     Warm  ad- 
dresses were  presented  by  both  Houses.     Then  they  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  the  supply,  and  having 
examined  the  estimates  in  less  than  a  week,  voted  near 
six  millions  for  the  service  of  the  ensuing  year.     Never- 

l12 
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CHAP,   theless,  in  examining  the  accounts,  some  objections  arose. 

V ^L^  They  found  that  the  extraordinary  supplies  for  the  support 

1706.     of  KingCharles  of  Spain  amounted  to  eight  hundred  thou- 
sand pounds  more  than  the  sums  provided  by  Parliament. 
Some  members  argued  that  very  ill  consequences  might 
ensue,  if  a  ministry  could  thus  run  the  nation  in  debt, 
and  expect  the  Parliament  should  pay  the  money.      The 
courtiers  answered,  that  if  any  thing  had  been  raised 
without  necessity,  or  ill  applied,  it  was  reasonable  that 
those  who  were  in  fault  should  be  punished ;  but  as  this 
expense  was  incurred  to  improve  advantages,  at  a  time 
when  the  occasion  could  not  be  communicated  to  Parlia- 
ment, the  ministry  was  rather  to  be  applauded  for  their 
zeal  than  condemned  for  their  liberality.     The  question 
being  put,  the  majority  voted  that  those  sums  had  been 
expended  for  the  preservation  of  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  for 
the  interest  of  King  Charles  against  the  common  enemy, 
and  for  the  safety  and  honour  of  the  nation.     When  the 
speaker  presented  the  money  bills,  he  told  her,  that  as 
the  glorious  victory  obtained  by  the  Duke  of  Marlbo- 
rough at  Ramillies  was  fought  before  it  could  be  sup- 
posed the  armies  were  in  the  field,  so  that  it  was  no  les& 
surprising  that  the  Commons  had  granted  supplies  to  her 
majesty  before  the  enemy  could  well  know  that  the  Par- 
liament was  sitting.     The  general  was  again  honoured 
with  the  thanks  of  both  Houses.     The  Lords,  in  an  ad- 
dress, besought  the  queen  to  settle  his  honours  on  his 
posterity.     An  Act  was  passed  for  this  purpose ;  and  in 
pursuance  of  another  address  from  the  Commons,  a  pen- 
sion of  five  thousand  pounds  out  of  the  post  office  was 
settled  upon  him  and  his  descendants.     The  Lords  and 
Commons  having  adjourned  themselves  to  the  last  day 
of  December,  the  queen  closed  the  year  with  triumphal 
processions.     As  the  standards  and  colours  taken  at  Blen- 
heim had  been  placed  in  Westminster-hall,  so  now  those 
that  had  been  brought  from  the  field  of  Ramillies,  were 
put  up  in  Guildhall,  as  trophies  of  that  victory.     About 
this  time  the  Earls  of  Kent,  Lindsey,  and  Kingston,  were 
raised  to  the  rank  of  marquises.     The  Lords  Whar- 
ton, Paulet,  Godolphin,  and  Cholmondeley,  were  created 
earls.     Lord  Walden,  son  and  heir  apparent  to  the  Earl 
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of  Suffolk,  obtained  the  title  of  Earl  of  Bindon:  the    chap. 
Lord  Keeper  Cowper,  and  Sir  Thomas  Pelham,  were  en-      ix. 
nobled  as  barons.  1706. 

The  Parliament  being  assembled  after  their  short  re-  "^^  ^^' 
€ess,  the  Earl  of  Nottingham  moved  for  an  address  to  prove  of 
the  queen,  desiring  her  majesty  would  order  the  proceed- 1*;®  articles 
ings  of  the  commissioners  for  the  union,  as  well  as  those  union. 
of  the  Scottish  Parliament  on  the  said  subject,  to  be  laid 
before  them.     He  was  seconded  by  the  Duke  of  Buck- 
ingham and  the  Earl  of  Rochester ;  and  answered  by  the 
Earl  of  Godolphin,  Mho  told  them  they  needed  not  doubt 
but  that  her  majesty  would  communicate  those  proceed- 
ings, as  soon  as  the  Scottish  Parliament  should  have  dis- 
cussed the  subject  of  the  union.     The  Lords  Wharton, 
Somers,  and  Halifax  observed,  that  it  was  for  the  honour 
of  the  nation  that  the  treaty  of  union  should  first  come 
ratified  from  the  Parliament  of  Scotland ;  and  that  then, 
and  not  before,  it  would  be  a  proper  time  for  the  Lords 
to  take  it  into  consideration.     On  the  twenty-eighth  day 
of  January,  the  queen  in  person  told  both  Houses  that 
the  treaty  of  union,  with  some  additions  and  alterations, 
was  ratified  by  an  act  of  the  Scottish  Parliament ;  that 
fihe  had  ordered  it  to  belaid  before  them ;  and  hoped  it 
would  meet  with  their  concurrence  and   approbation. 
She  desired  the  Commons  would  provide  for  the  payment 
of  the  equivalent,  in  case  the  treaty  should  be  approved. 
She  observed  to  both  Houses,  that  now  they  had  an  op- 
portunity of  putting  the  last  hand  to  a  happy  union  of 
the  two  kingdoms ;  and  that  she  should  look  upon  it  as 
a  particular  happiness,  if  this  great  work,  which  had  been 
so  often  attempted  without  success,  could  be  brought  to 
perfection  in  her  reign.     When  the  Commons  formed 
themselves  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  to  de- 
liberate on  the  articles  of  the  union,  and  the  Scottish  act 
of  ratification,  the  tory  party,  which  was  very  weak  in 
that  assembly,  began  to  start  some  objections.     Sir  John 
Packington   disapproved   of  this   incorporating   union, 
which  he  likened  to  a  marriage  with  a  woman  against  her 
consent.     He  said  it  was  an  union  carried  on  by  corrup- 
tion and  bribery  within  doors,  by  force  and  violence 
without;  that  the  promoters  of  it  had  basely  betrayed  their 
trust,  in  giving  up  their  independent  constitution,  and 
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CHAP,   he  would  leave  it  to  the  judgment  of  the  House  to  con- 
.    ^^'  J  sider  whether  or  no  men  of  such  principles  were  fit  to  be 
1706.     admitted  into  their  House  of  Representatives.     He  ob- 
served that  her  majesty,  by  the  coronation  oath,   was 
obliged  to  maintain  the  church  of  England  as  by  law 
established ;  and  likewise  bound  by  the  same  oath  to 
defend  the  presbyterian  kirk  of  Scotland  in  one  and  the 
same  kingdom.     Now,  said  he,  after  this  union    is  in 
force,  who  shall  administer  this  oath  to  her  majesty  ?     It 
is  not  the  business  of  the  Scots,  who  are  incapable  of 
it,  and  no  well-wishers  to  the  church  of  England.     It 
is  then  only  the  part  of  the  bishops  to  do  it ;  and  can  it 
be  supposed  that  those  reverend  persons  will  or  can  act 
a  thing  so  contrary  to  their  own  order  and  institution,  as 
thus  to  promote  the  establishment  of  the  presbyterian 
church  government  in  the  united  kingdom  ?    He  added, 
that  the  Church  of  England  being  established /wr^  divifw, 
and  the  Scots  pretending  that  the  kirk  was  slsojure  di- 
vino,  he  could  not  tell  how  two  nations  that  clashed  in 
so  essential  an  article  could  unite :  he,  therefore,  thought 
it  proper  to  consult  the  Convocation  about  this  critical 
point,     A  motion  was  made  that  the  first  article  of  the 
treaty,  which  implies  a  peremptory  agreement  to  an  in- 
corporating union,  should  be  postponed ;  and  that  the 
House  should  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  terms 
of  the  intended  union  contained  in  the  other  articles. 
This  proposal  being  rejected,  some  tory  members  quitted 
the  House ;  and  all  the  articles  were  examined  and  ap- 
proved without  further  opposition.     The  whigs  were  so 
eager  in  the  prosecution  of  this  point,  that  they  proceeded 
in  a  very  superficial  manner,  and  with  such  precipitation 
as  furnished  their  enemies  with  a  plausible  pretence  to 
afiirm,  that  they  had  not  considered  the  treaty  with  the 
coolness  and  deliberation  which  an  afiair  of  this  import- 
ance required. 
The  Lords      Beforc  the  Lords  began  to  investigate  the  articles  of 
f^he^TO-  *^^  union,  they  at  the  instance  of  the  Archbishop  of 
curityof    Canterbury,  brought  in  a  bill  for  the  security  of  the 
of  Eng!'^    Church  of  England,  to  be  inserted  as  a  fundamental  and 
la^d.         essential  part  of  that  treaty.     It  passed  through  both 
Houses  without  opposition,  and  received  the  royal  assent. 
On  the  fifteenth  day  of  February,  the  debates  concerning 
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the  union  began  in  the  House  of  Lords,  the  queen  being  chap. 
present,  and  the  Bishop  of  Sarum  chairman  of  the  com-  .  ^^-  . 
mitt^e.  The  Earls  of  Rochester,  Anglesey,  and  Not-  noe. 
tingham,  argued  against  the  union ;  as  did  the  Bishop  of  u^d*™^" 
Bath  and  Wells.  Lord  Haversham,  in  a  premeditated  agw^js*  *^® 
harangue,  said  the  question  was,  whether  two  nations,  union. 
independent  in  their  sovereignties,  that  had  their  distinct 
laws  and  interests,  their  different  forms  of  worship, 
church-government,  and  order,  should  be  united  into  one 
kingdom  ?  He  supposed  it  an  union  made  up  of  so  many 
mismatched  pieces,  of  such  jarring,  incongruous  ingre- 
dients, that  should  it  ever  take  effect,  it  would  carry  the 
necessary  consequences  of  a  standing  power  and  force,  to 
keep  them  from  falling  asunder  and  breaking  in  pieces 
every  moment.  He  repeated  what  had  been  said  by 
Lord  Bacon,  that  an  unity  pieced  up  by  direct  admission 
of  contrarieties  in  the  fundamental  points  of  it,  is  like  the 
toes  of  Nebuchadnezzar's  image,  which  were  made  of  iron 
and  clay,  that  they  may  cleave  together,  but  would  never 
incorporate.  He  dissented  from  the  union  for  the  sake 
of  the  good  old  English  constitution,  in  which  he  dreaded 
some  alteration  from  the  additional  weight  of  sixty-one 
Scottish  members,  and  these  too  returned  by  a  Scottish 
privy-council.  He  took  notice,  that  above  one  hundred 
Scottish  peers,  and  as  many  commoners,  were  excluded 
from  sitting  and  voting  in  Parliament,  though  they 
had  as  much  right  of  inheritance  to  sit  there,  as  an  Eng- 
lish peer  had  of  sitting  in  the  Parliament  of  England. 
He  expressed  his  apprehension  of  this  precedent ;  and 
asked  what  security  any  peer  of  England  had  for  his  right 
and  privilege  of  peerage,  which  those  lords  had  not. 
He  said,  if  the  bishops  would  weaken  their  own  cause, 
so  far  as  to  give  up  the  two  great  points  of  episcopal  or- 
dination and  confirmation ;  if  they  would  approve  and 
ratify  the  act  for  securing  the  presbyterian  church-govern- 
ment in  Scotland,  as  the  true  protestant  religion  and  pu- 
rity of  worship ;  they  must  give  up  that  which  had  been 
contended  for  between  them  and  the  presbyterians  for 
thirty  years,  and  been  defended  by  the  greatest  and 
most  learned  men  in  the  church  of  England.  He  ob- 
jected to  the  exempting  articles,  by  which  heritable 
offices  and  superiorities  were  reserved.     He  aflSrmed  that 
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.CHAP,   the  union  was  contrary  to  the  sense  of  the  Scottish  na- 
.   ^^'  .  tion :  that  the  murmurs  of  the  people  had  been  so  loud 
*7®^-     as  to  fill  the  whole  kingdom ;  and  so  bold  as  to  reach 
even  to  the  doors  of  the  Parliament :  that  the  Parliament 
itself  had  suspended  their  beloved  clause  in  the  act  of 
security  for  arming  the  people:  that  the  government 
had  issued  a  proclamation  pardoning  all  slaughter,  blood- 
shed, and  maiming,  committed  upon  those  who  should 
be  found  in  tumults.     From  these  circumstances  he  con- 
cluded that  the  Scottish  nation  was  averse  to  an  incor- 
porating union,  which  he  looked  upon  as  one  of  the  most 
dangerous  experiments  to  both  nations.     Lords  North 
and  Grey  complained  of  the  small  and  unequal  propor- 
tion of  the  land-tax  imposed  upon  Scotland.     The  Earl 
of  Nottingham  said  it  was  highly  unreasonable  that  the 
Scots,  who  were  by  the  treaty  let  into  all  the  branches 
of  the  English  trade,  and  paid  so  little  towards  the  ex- 
pense of  the  government,  should  moreover  have  such  a 
round  sum  by  way  of  equivalent.     The  same  topics  were 
insisted  upon  by  the  Lords  North  and  Grey,  Guernsey, 
Granville,  Stawell,  and  Abingdon.    The  Earl  of  Notting- 
ham, after  having  opposed  every  article  separately,  con- 
cluded with  words  to  this  effect :  "  As  Sir  John  Maynard 
said  to  the  late  king  at  the  Revolution,  that  having  buried 
all  his  contemporaries  in  Westminster-hall,  he  was  afraid, 
if  his  majesty  had  not  come  in  that  very  juncture  of  time, 
he  might  have  likewise  outlived  the  very  laws ;  so,  if  this 
union  do  pass,  as  I  have  no  reason  to  doubt  but  it  will, 
I  may  justly  affirm  I  have  outlived  all  the  laws,  and  the 
very  constitution  of  England ;  I,  therefore,  pray  to  God 
to  avert  the  dire  effects  which  may  probably  ensue  from 
such  an  incorporating  union." 
Which,  These  arguments  and  objections  were  answered  by  the 

^ZZ'  ^^^^  Treasurer  Godolphin,  the  Earls  of  Sunderland  and 
firmed  by  Whartou,  the  Lords  Townshend,  Halifax,  and  Somers, 
Jim^ent."^"  *^^  Bishops  of  Oxford,  Norwich,  and  Sarum.  They  ob- 
served, that  such  an  important  measure  could  not  be 
effected  without  some  inconveniences;  but  that  these 
ought  to  be  borne,  in  consideration  of  the  greatness  of 
the  advantage:  that  the  chief  dangers  to  which  the 
church  was  exposed  arose  from  France  and  popery ;  and 
this  union  would  effectually  secure  it  against  these  evils : 
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that  Scotland  lay  on  the  weakest  side  of  England,  which    chap, 
could  not  be  defended  but  by  an  exj^ensive  army.    Should  .     ^^*    . 
a  war  break  out  between  the  two  nations,  and  Scotland     ^706. 
be  conquered,  yet  even  in  that  case  it  would  be  necessary 
to  keep  it  under  with  a  standing  army,  which  any  enter- 
prising prince  might  model  for  his  ambitious  purposes, 
and, joining  with  the  Scots, enslave  his  English  dominions: 
that  any  union  after  a  conquest  would  be  compulsive, 
consequently  of  short  duration ;  whereas,  now  it  was  vo- 
luntary, it  would  be  lasting :  that  with  regard  to  eccle- 
siastical affairs,  all  heats  and  animosities  might  be  allayed 
by  soft  and  gentle  management.     The  cantons  of  Swit- 
zerland, though  they  professed  different  religions,  were 
yet  united  in  one  general  body ;  and  the  diet  of  Ger- 
many was  composed  of  princes  and  states,  among  whom 
three  different  persuasions  prevailed :  so  that  two  sorts 
of  discipline  might  very  well  subsist  under  one  legislature. 
If  there  was  any  danger  on  either  side,  it  threatened  the 
Scots  much  more  than  the  English,  as  five  hundred  and 
thirteen  members  could  certainly  be  too  hard  for  forty- 
five  ;  and  in  the  House  of  Lords,  six-and-twenty-bishops 
would  always  preponderate  against  sixteen  peers  from 
Scotland.     Notwithstanding  all  the  opposition  made  by 
the  lords  of  the  tory  interest,  every  article  was  approved 
by  a  great  majority,  though  not  without  a  good  number 
of  protestations ;  and  a  bill  of  ratification  was  prepared  in 
the  Lower  House  by  Sir  Simon  Harcourt,  the  solicitor- 
general,  in  such  an  artful  manner  as  to  prevent  all  de- 
bates.    All  the  articles,  as  they  passed  in  Scotland,  were  Bumet. 
recited  by  way  of  preamble,  together  with  the  acts  made  S^fng*. 
in  both   Parliaments  for  the  security   of  the   several  Torcy! 
<!!hurches ;  and  in  conclusion  there  was  one  clause,  by  peu^*^' 
which  the  whole  was  ratified  and  enacted  into  a  law.  quieres. 
By  this  contrivance,  those  who  were  desirous  of  starting  Eirope. 
new  diflSculties  found  themselves  disabled  from  pursuing  Hist,  of 
their  design.    They  could  not  object  to  the  recital,  which  of  Mari-^ 
was  barely  matter  of  fact ;  and  they  had  not  strength  ^"^^s^- 
suflScient  to  oppose  the  general  enacting  clause.    On  the  of  the 
other  hand,  the  whigs  promoted  it  with  such  zeal  that  it  ^^^^ 
passed  by  a  majority  of  one  hundred  and  fourteen,  before  borough. 
the  others  had  recollected  themselves  from  the  surprise  j^^^^***"'*- 
which  the  structure  of  the  bill  had  occasioned.     It  made  Friend. 

Voltaire. 
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CHAP,    its  way  through  the  House  of  Lords  with  equal  despatch ; 
,    ^^'    ,  and,  when  it  received  the  royal  sanction,  the  queen  ex- 

1706«  pressed  the  utmost  satisfaction.  She  said  she  did  not 
doubt  but  it  would  be  remembered  and  spoken  of  here- 
after, to  the  honour  of  those  who  had  been  instrumental 
in  bringing  it  to  such  a  happy  conclusion.  She  desired 
that  her  subjects  of  both  kingdoms  should  from  hence- 
forward behave  with  all  possible  respect  and  kindness 
towards  one  another,  that  so  it  might  appear  to  all  the 
world  they  had  hearts  disposed  to  become  one  people. 

1707.         As  the  act  of  union  did  not  take  place  till  the  first  of 

The  Parlift- 

ment  re-     May,  a  great  number  of  traders  in  both  kingdoms  re- 
vived by     solved  to  make  advantaffe  of  this  interval.     The  Enoflish 
tion.         proposed  to  export  into  Scotland  such  commodities  as 
entitled  them  to  a  drawback,  with  a  view  to  bring  them 
back  after  the  first  of  May.     The  Scots,  on  the  other 
hand,  as  their  duties  were  much  lower  than  those  in  Eng- 
land, intended  to  import  great  quantities  of  wine,  brandy, 
and  other  merchandise,  which  they  could  sell  at  a  greater 
advantage  in  England  after  the  union,  when  there  would 
be  a  free  intercourse  between  the  two  nations.     Some  of 
the  ministers  had  embarked  in  this  fraudulent  design, 
which  alarmed  the  merchants  of  England  to  such  a  degree, 
that  they  presented  a  remonstrance  to  the  Commons.    Re- 
solutions were  immediately  taken  in  the  House  against 
these  practices,  and  a  bill  was  prepared ;  but  the  Lords 
apprehending  that  it  in  some  measure  infringed  the  arti- 
cles of  the  union,  and  that  it  might  give  umbrage  to  the 
Scottish  nation,  it  was  dropped.    The  frauds  had  been  in 
a  good  measure  prevented  by  the  previous  resolutions  of 
the  House ;  and  the  first  day  of  May  was  now  at  hand,  so 
that  the  bill  was  thought  unnecessary.     On  the  twenty- 
fourth  day  of.  April  the  queen  prorogued  the  Parliament, 
after  having  given  them  to  understand  that  she  would 
continue  by  proclamation  the  Lords  and  Commons  al- 
ready assembled,  as  members  in  the  first  British  Parlia- 
ment on  the  part  of  England,  pursuant  to  the  powers 
vested  in  her  by  the  acts  of  Parliament  of  both  kingdoms 
ratifying  the  treaty  of  union.     The  Parliament  was  ac- 
cordingly revived  by  proclamation,  and  another  issued  to 
convoke  the  first  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  for  the 
twenty-third  day  of  October.     The  Scots  repaired  to 
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London,  where  they  were  well  received  by  the  queen,    chap. 

who  bestowed  the  title  of  duke  on  the  Earls  of  Roxburgh  v i^L-» 

and  Montrose.  She  likewise  granted  a  commission  for  1707. 
a  new  privy  council  in  that  kingdom,  to  be  in  force  till 
the  next  session  of  Parliament,  that  the  nation  might 
not  be  disgusted  by  too  sudden  an  alteration  of  outward 
appearances.  The  first  of  May  was  appointed  as  a  day 
of  public  thanksgiving ;  and  congratulatory  addresses 
were  sent  up  from  all  parts  of  England :  but  the  univer- 
sity of  Oxford  prepared  no  compliment :  and  the  Scots 
were  wholly  silent  on  this  occasion. 

In  the  course  of  this  session  the  Commons,  in  an  ad- 
dress to  the  queen,  desired  she  would  resettle  the  islands 
of  St.  Christopher's  and  Nevis  in  the  West  Indies,  which 
had  been  ravaged  by  the  enemy.  They  likewise  resolved, 
that  an  humble  address  should  be  presented  to  her  ma- 
jesty, praying  she  would  concert  measures  for  suppressing 
a  body  of  pirates  who  had  made  a  settlement  on  the  is- 
land of  Madagascar,  as  also  for  recovering  and  preserving 
the  ancient  possessions,  trade,  and  fishery  of  Newfound- 
land. The  French  refugees  likewise  delivered  a  remon- 
strance to  the  queen,  recapitulating  the  benefits  which 
the  persecuted  Protestants  in  France  had  reaped  from 
the  assistance  of  her  royal  progenitors,  acknowledging 
their  own  happiness  in  living  under  her  gentle  govern- 
ment, among  a  people  by  whom  they  had  been  so  kindly 
entertained  when  driven  from  their  native  country ;  and 
imploring  her  majesty's  interposition  and  good  offices  in 
favour  of  their  distressed  and  persecuted  brethren  abroad. 
She  graciously  received  this  address,  declaring,  she  had 
always  great  compassion  for  the  unhappy  circumstances 
of  the  Protestants  in  France  :  that  she  would  communi- 
cate her  thoughts  on  this  subject  to  her  allies ;  and  she 
expressed  her  hope  that  such  measures  might  be  taken 
as  should  eifectually  answer  the  intent  of  their  petition. 
In  the  month  of  May  she  granted  an  audience  to  an  The  queen 
ambassador  extraordinary  from  the  Czar  of  Muscovy,  who  fj^nce^to  a 
delivered  a  letter  from  his  master,  containing  complaints,  Muscovite 
of  King  Augustus,  who  had  maltreated  the  Russian  *J^^*^' 
troops  sent  to  his  assistance,  concluded  a  dishonourable 
peace  with  Charles  King  of  Sweden,  without  the  know- 
ledge of  his  allies,  and  surrendered  Count  Patkul,  the 
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CHAP.   Muscovite  minister,  as  a  deserter,  to  the  Swedish  mon- 
c    ^^'    .  arch,  contrary  to  the  law  of  nations,  and  even  to  the 
1707.     practice  of  barbarians.     He  therefore  desired  her  Bri- 
tannic majesty  would  use  her  good  offices  for  the  enlarge- 
ment of  the  count  and  the  other  Russian  prisoners  de- 
tained at  Stockholm ;  and  that  she  would  take  into  her 
protection  the  remains  of  the  Russian  auxiliaries  upon 
the  Rhine,  that  they  might  either  enter  into  the  service 
of  the  allies,  or  be  at  liberty  to  return  in  safety  to  their 
own  country.     The  queen  actually  interposed  in  behalf 
of  Patkul ;  but  her  intercession  proved  ineffectual,  and 
that  unhappy  minister  was  put  to  death  vrith  all  the  cir- 
cumstances of  wanton  barbarity.     As  many  severe  and 
sarcastic  writings  had  lately  appeared,  in  which  the  whigs 
and  ministry  were  reviled,  and  reflections  hinted  to  the 
prejudice  of  the  queen's  person,  the  government  resolved 
to  make  examples  of  the  authors  and  publishers  of  these 
licentious  productions.     Dr.  Joseph  Browne  was  twice 
pilloried  for  a  copy  of  verses,  entitled  "  The  Country  Par- 
son's Advice  to  the  Lord  Keeper,"  and  a  letter  which  he 
afterwards  wrote  to  Mr.  Secretary  Harley.     William 
Stephens,  rector  of  Sutton  in  Surrey,  underwent  the  same 
sentence,  as  author  of  a  pamphlet,  called  "  A  Letter  to 
the  Author  of  the  Memorial  of  the  Church  of  England." 
Edward  Ward  was  fined  and  set  in  the  pillory  for  having 
written  a  burlesque  poem  on  the  times,  under  the  title  of 
"Hudibras  Redivivus;"  and  the  same  punishment  was 
inflicted  upon  William  Pittes,  author  of  a  performance, 
entitled,  "  The  Case  of  the  Church  of  England's  Memo- 
rial fairly  stated." 
Proceed-        The  Lowor  House  of  Convocation  still  continued  to 
Cravoca-    wrangle  with  their  superiors ;  and  though  they  joined 
tion.         the  Upper  House  in  a  congratulatory  address  to  the  queen 
on  the  success  of  her  arms,  they  resolved  to  make  appli- 
cation to  the  Commons  against  the  union.     The  queen 
being  apprised  of  their  design,  desired  the  archbishop  to 
prorogue  them  for  three  weeks,  before  the  expiration  of 
which  the  act  of  union  had  passed  in  Parliament.     The 
Lower  House  delivered  a  representation  to  the  bishops, 
in  which  they  affirmed  no  such  prorogation  had  ever 
been  ordered  during  the  session  of  Parliament.     The 
bishops  found  in  their  records  seven  or  eight  precedents 


ANNE.  525-, 

of  such  prorogations,  and  above  thirty  instances  of  the  chap. 
Convocation  having  sat  sometimes  before,  and  sometimes  v  \^*  . 
after,  a  session  of  Parliament ;  nay,  sometimes  even  when  ^707. 
the  Parliament  was  dissolved.  The  queen,  informed  of 
these  proceedings,  wrote  a  letter  to  the  archbishop,  inti- 
mating, that  she  looked  upon  the  Lower  House  as  guilty 
of  an  invasion  of  her  royal  supremacy ;  and  that,  if  any 
thing  of  the  same  nature  should  be  attempted  for  the  fu- 
ture, she  would  use  such  means  for  punishing  offenders  as 
the  law  warranted.  The  prolocutor  absenting  himself  from 
the  Convocation,  the  archbishop  pronounced  sentence  of 
contumacy  against  him.  The  Lower  House,  in  a  protesta- 
tion, declared  this  sentence  unlawful,  and  altogether  null. 
Nevertheless,  the  prolocutor  made  a  full  submission,  with 
which  the  archbishop  was  satisfied,  and  the  sentence  was 
repealed.  About  this  period  the  Earl  of  Sunderland  was 
appointed  one  of  the  secretaries  of  state  in  the  room  of 
Sir  Charles  Hedges.  This  change  was  not  effected  with- 
out great  opposition  from  Harley,  who  was  in  his  heart 
an  enemy  to  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  and  all  his  ad- 
herents ;  and  had  already,  by  his  secret  intrigues,  made 
considerable  progress  in  a  scheme  for  superseding  the 
influence  of  the  duchess. 

The  French  king  at  this  juncture  seemed  to  be  entirely  France 
abandoned  by  his  former  good  fortune.  He  had  sus- ^^.^***''^®^ 
tained  such  a  number  of  successive  defeats  as  had  drained  ruin, 
his  kingdom  of  people,  and  his  treasury  was  almost  ex- 
hausted. He  endeavoured  to  support  the  credit  of  his 
government  by  issuing  mint-bills,  in  imitation  of  the 
bank-notes  of  England  ;  but  notwithstanding  all  his  pre- 
cautions, they  passed  at  a  discount  of  three- an d-fifty  per 
cent.  The  lands  lay  uncultivated;  the  manufactures 
could  be  no  longer  carried  on  ;  and  the  subjects  perished 
with  famine.  The  allies,  on  the  other  hand,  seemed  to 
prosper  in  every  quarter.  They  had  become  masters  of 
the  greatest  part  of  the  Netherlands,  in  consequence  of 
the  victory  at  Ramillies :  the  army  of  King  Charles  was 
considerably  reinforced :  a  scheme  was  formed  for  the 
conquest  of  Toulon,  by  the  troops  of  the  emperor  and 
the  duke  of  Savoy,  supplied  with  a  large  sum  of  money 
by  Queen  Anne,  and  assisted  by  the  combined  fleets 
of  England  and  Holland  under  the  command  of  Sir 
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Cloudesley  Shovel.  In  a  word,  Francie  seemed  to  be 
reduced  to  the  verge  of  destruction,  from  which  nothing 
in  all  probability  could  have  saved  her  but  the  jealousy 
and  misconduct  of  the  confederates.  Louis,  by  virtue  of 
his  capitulation  with  the  emperor  in  Italy,  was  enabled 
to  send  such  reinforcements  into  Spain  as  turned  the 
fortune  of  the  war  in  that  country ;  while  the  distractions 
in  the  council  of  King  Charles  prevented  that  unanimity 
and  concurrence  without  which  no  success  can  be  ex- 
pected. The  Earl  of  Peterborough  declared  against  an 
offensive  war,  on  account  of  the  difficulty  of  finding  sub- 
sistence in  Castile ;  and  advised  Charles  to  trust  to  the 
expedition  against  Toulon.  This  opinion  he  sent  from 
Italy,  to  which  he  had  withdrawn. 

Charles,  however,  was  persuaded  to  penetrate  once 
more  to  Madrid,  and  give  battle  to  the  enemy  wherever 
they  should  appear.  On  the  thirteenth  day  of  March 
the  army  was  assembled  at  Caudela,  to  the  number  of 
sixteen  thousand  men,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Marquis 
das  Minas,  to  whom  the  Earl  of  Galway  was  second  in 
command.  They  marched  towards  Yecla,  and  undertook 
the  siege  of  Vilena ;  but,  having  received  intelligence 
that  the  Duke  of  Berwick  was  in  the  neighbourhood, 
they  advanced  on  the  fourteenth  day  of  April  in  four 
columns  towards  thetownof  Almanza,  where  the  enemy 
were  drawn  up  in  order  of  battle,  their  number  being 
considerably  superior  to  that  of  the  confederates.  The 
battle  began  about  two  in  the  afternoon,  and  the  whole 
front  of  each  army  was  fully  engaged.  The  English  and 
Dutch  squadrons  on  the  left,  sustained  by  the  Portuguese 
horse  of  the  second  line,  were  overpowered  after  a  gallant 
resistance.  The  centre,  consisting  chiefly  of  battalions 
from  Great  Britain  and  Holland,  obliged  the  enemy  to 
give  way,  and  drove  their  first  upon  their  second  line : 
but  the  Portuguese  cavalry  on  the  right  being  broken  at 
the  first  charge,  their  foot  betook  themselves  to  flight ; 
so  that  the  English  and  Dutch  troops  being  left  naked 
on  the  flanks,  were  surrounded  and  attacked  on  every 
side.  In  this  dreadful  emergency  they  formed  them- 
selves into  a  square,  and  retired  from  the  field  of  battle. 
By  this  time  the  men  were  quite  spent  with  fatigue,  and 
all  their  ammunition  exhausted :  they  were  ignorant  of 
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the  country,  abandoned  by  their  horse,  destitute  of  pro-  chap. 
vision,  and  cut  off  from  all  hope  of  supply.  Moved  by  v  ^^'  . 
these  dismal  considerations,  they  capitulated,  and  surren-  1707. 
dered  themselves  prisoners  of  war,  to  the  amount  of  thir- 
teen battalions.  The  Portuguese,  and  part  of  the  English 
horse,  with  the  infantry  that  guarded  the  baggage,  re- 
treated to  Alcira,  where  they  were  joined  by  the  Earl 
of  Gal  way,  with  about  five-and-twenty  hundred  dragoons 
which  he  had  brought  from  the  field  of  battle.  About 
three  thousand  men  of  the  allied  army  were  killed  upon 
the  spot,  and  among  that  number  Brigadier  Killigrew, 
with  many  officers  of  distinction.  The  Earl  of  Galway, 
who  charged  in  person  at  the  head  of  Guiscard's  dra- 
goons, received  two  deep  cuts  in  the  face.  The  Marquis 
das  Minas  was  run  through  the  arm,  and  saw  his  concu- 
bine, who  fought  in  the  habit  of  an  Amazon,  killed  by 
his  side :  the  Lords  Tyrawley,  Mark,  Ker,  and  Colonel 
Clayton,  were  wounded ;  all  their  artillery,  together  with 
a  hundred  and  twenty  colours  and  standards,  and  about 
ten  thousand  men,  were  taken,  so  that  no  victory  could 
be  more  complete ;  yet  it  was  not  purchased  without  the 
loss  of  two  thousand  men  slain  in  the  action,  including 
some  officers  of  eminence.  The  Duke  of  Berwick,  who 
commanded  the  troops  of  King  Philip,  acquired  a  great 
addition  of  fame  by  his  conduct  and  behaviour  before 
and  during  the  engagement ;  but  his  authority  was  su- 
perseded by  the  Duke  of  Orleans,  who  arrived  in  the 
army  immediately  after  the  battle.  This  prince  seemed 
to  entertain  some  private  views  of  his  own  ;  for  he  took 
no  effectual  step  to  improve  the  victory.  He  began  a 
private  negotiation  with  the  Earl  of  Galway,  during  which 
the  two  armies  lay  inactive  on  the  banks  of  the  Cinca ; 
and  he  concluded  the  campaign  with  the  siege  of  Lerida, 
which  was  suiTendered  by  capitulation  on  the  second  day 
of  November:  then  the  troops  on  both  sides  went  into 
winter  quarters.  The  Earl  of  Galway  and  the  Marquis 
das  Minas,  embarked  at  Barcelona  for  Lisbon,  and  Ge- 
neral Carpenter  remained  commander  of  the  English 
forces  quartered  in  Catalonia,  which  was  now  the  only 
part  of  Spain  that  remained  to  King  Charles. 

The  attempt  upon  Toulon  by  the  Duke  of  Savoy  and  F?®"^^^^ 
Prince  Eugene  might  have  succeeded,  if  the  emperor,  upon  tTZ 

Ion. 
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CHAP,  notwithstanding  the  repeated  remonstrances  of  the  mari- 
^^'  .  time  powers,  had  not  divided  his  army  in  Italy,  by  detach- 
1707.  ing  a  considerable  body  through  the  ecclesiastical  state 
towards  Naples,  of  which  he  took  possession  without  any 
difficulty.  Besides,  ten  thousand  recruits,  destined  for 
the  imperial  forces  in  Italy,  were  detained  in  Germany, 
from  an  apprehension  of  the  king  of  Sweden,  who  re- 
mained in  Saxony,  and  seemed  to  be  upon  very  indif- 
ferent terms  with  the  emperor.  With  the  assistance  of 
the  English  and  Dutch  fleets,  the  Duke  of  Savoy  and 
Prince  Eugene  passed  the  Var  ^  on  the  eleventh  day  of 
July,  at  the  head  of  an  army  of  thirty  thousand  men,  and 
marched  directly  towards  Toulon,  whither  the  artillery 
and  ammunition  were  conveyed  on  board  of  the  com- 
bined squadrons.  The  French  king  was  extremely 
alarmed  at  this  attempt,  as  five  thousand  pieces  of  can- 
non, vast  magazines,  and  the  best  part  of  his  fleet,  were 
in  the  harbour  of  Toulon,  and  ran  the  greatest  risk  of 
being  entirely  taken  or  destroyed.  The  whole  kingdom 
of  France  was  filled  with  consternation  when  they  found 
their  enemies  were  in  the  bosom  of  their  country.  The 
monarch  resolved  to  leave  no  stone  unturned  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  place,  and  his  subjects  exerted  themselves  in 
a  very  extraordinary  manner  for  its  preservation.  The 
nobility  of  the  adjacent  provinces  armed  their  servants 
and  tenants,  at  the  head  of  whom  they  marched  into  the 
city :  they  coined  their  plate,  and  pawned  their  jewels 
for  money  to  pay  the  workmen  employed  upon  the  for- 
tifications ;  and  such  industry  was  used,  that  in  a  few 
days  the  town  and  harbour,  which  had  been  greatly  neg- 
lected, were  put  in  a  good  posture  of  defence.  The  allies 
took  possession  of  the  eminences  that  commanded  the  city, 
and  the  ordnance  being  landed,  erected  batteries.    From 

b  This  passage  was  effected,  to  the  astonishment  of  the  French,  who  thought 
the  works  they  had  raised  on  that  river  were  impregnable.  The  honour  of  the 
enterprise  was  in  a  great  measure  owing  to  the  gallantry  of  Sir  John  Norris  and 
the  English  seamen.  That  brave  officer,  embarking  in  boats  with  six  hundred 
sailors  and  marines,  entered  the  river,  and  were  rowed  within  musket-shot  of  the 
enemy's  works,  where  they  made  such  a  vigorous  and  unexpected  attack,  that  the 
French  were  immediately  driven  from  part  of  their  intrenchments:  then  Sir  John 
landed  with  his  men,  clambered  over  the  works,  that  were  deemed  inaccessible, 
and  attacking  the  defendants  sword  in  hand,  compelled  them  to  fly  with  the 
utmost  precipitation.  This  detachment  was  sustained  by  Sir  Cloudesley  Shovel 
in  person.  The  Duke  of  Savoy,  taking  advantage  of  the  enemy's  consternation, 
passed  the  river  almost  without  opposition. 
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these  they  began  to  cannonade  and  bombard  the  city,  chap, 
while  the  fleet  attacked  and  reduced  two  forts  at  the  v_i,^l__/ 
entrance  of  the  Mole,  and  co-operated  in  the  siege  with  *707. 
their  great  guns  and  bomb-ketches.  The  garrison  was 
numerous,  and  defended  the  place  with  great  vigour. 
They  sunk  ships  in  the  entrance  to  the  Mole  ;  they  kept 
up  a  prodigious  fire  from  the  ramparts ;  they  made  des- 
perate sallies,  and  even  drove  the  besiegers  from  one  of 
their  posts  with  great  slaughter.  The  French  king, 
alarmed  at  this  design  of  his  enemies,  ordered  troops  to 
march  towards  Toulon  from  all  parts  of  his  dominions. 
He  countermanded  the  forces  that  were  on  their  route 
to  improve  the  victory  of  Almanza :  a  great  part  of  the 
army  under  Villars  on  the  Rhine  was  detached  to  Pro- 
vence, and  the  court  of  Versailles  declared  that  the  Duke 
of  Burgundy  should  march  at  the  head  of  a  strong  army 
to  the  relief  of  Toulon.  The  Duke  of  Savoy,  being  ap- 
prised of  these  preparations,  seeing  no  hope  of  reducing 
the  place,  and  being  apprehensive  that  his  passage  would 
be  intercepted,  resolved  to  abandon  his  enterprise.  The 
artillery  being  re-embarked,  with  the  sick  and  wounded, 
he  decamped  in  the  night,  under  favour  of  a  terrible  bom- 
bardment and  cannonading  from  the  English  fleet,  and 
retreated  to  his  own  country  without  molestation^  Then 
he  undertook  the  reduction  of  Suza,  the  garrison  of  which 
surrendered  at  discretion.  By  this  conquest  he  not  only 
secured  the  key  to  his  own  dominions,  but  also  opened 
to  himself  a  free  passage  into  Dauphine. 

Sir  Cloudesley  Shovel  having  left  a  squadron  with  Sir  sir  ciou- 
Thomas  Dilkes  for  the  Mediterranean  service,  set  sail  for  yef^cked 
England  with  the  rest  of  the  fleet,  and  was  in  soundings  ontherocks 
on  the   twenty-second  day   of  October.     About  eight  Weakness 
o'clock  at  niffht,  his  own  ship  the  Association,  struck  upon  o^t^e  em- 

^  DoroF  on 

the  rocks  of  Scilly,  and  perished  with  every  person  on  the  Upper 
board.     This  was  likewise  the  fate  of  the  Eagle  and  the  ^"^®' 
Romney:  the  Firebrand  was  dashed  in  pieces  on  the 
rocks ;  but  the  captain  and  four-and-twenty  men  saved 
themselves  in  the  boat :  the  Phoenix  was  driven  on  shore: 


c  Had  the  Duke  of  Savoy  marched  with  expedition  from  the  Var,  he  would 
have  found  Toulon  defenceless ;  but  he  lingered  in  such  a  manner  as  gives  reason 
to  believe  he  was  not  hearty  in  the  enterprise;  and  his  operations  were  retarded 
by  a  difference  between  him  and  his  kinsman  Prince  Eugene. 

VOL.  I.  Mm 
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CHAP,  the  Royal  Anne  was  saved  by  the  presence  of  mind  and" 
^^_i,,I«^  uncommon  dexterity  of  Sir  George  Byngand  his  oflScers: 
1707.  the  St.  George,  commanded  by  Lord  Dursley,  struck 
upon  the  rocks,  but  a  wave  set  her  afloat  again.  The 
admiral's  body,  being  cast  ashore,  was  stripped  and  buried 
in  the  sand ;  but  afterwards  discovered  and  brought  into 
Plymouth,  from  whence  it  was  conveyed  to  London,  and 
interred  in  Westminster-abbey.  Sir  Cloudesley  Shovel 
was  bom  of  mean  parentage  in  the  county  of  Suffolk ; 
but  raised  himself  to  the  chief  command  at  sea  by  his 
industry,  valour,  skill,  and  integrity.  On  the  Uppeif 
Rhine  the  allies  were  unprosperous  **.  The  Prince  of 
Baden  was  dead,  and  the  German  army  so  inconsiderable, 
that  it  could  not  defend  the  lines  of  Buhl  against  the 
Mareschal  de  Villars,  who  broke  through  this  work,  es- 
teemed the  rampart  of  Germany,  reduced  Rastadt,  de- 

^  In  the  month  of  May  three  ships  of  the  line,  namely,  the  Royal  Oak,  of 
seventy-six  guns,  commanded  by  Commodore  Baron  Wylde ;  the  Grafton,  of 
seventy  guns.  Captain  Edward  Acton;  and  the  Hampton  Court,  of  seventy  guns. 
Captain  George  Clements,  sailed  as  convoy  to  the  West  India  and  Portugal  fleet 
of  merchant  ships,  amounting  to  flve-and-fifty  sail.  They  fell  in  with  the  Dan- 
kirk  squadron,  consisting  of  ten  ships  of  war,  one  frigate,  and  four  privateers, 
under  the  command  of  M.  de  Forbin.  A  furious  action  immediately  ensued,  and 
notwithstanding  the  vast  disproportion  in  point  of  number,  was  maintained  by  the 
English  commodore  with  great  gallantry,  until  Captain  Acton  was  killed.  Captain 
Clements  mortally  wounded,  and  the  Grafton  and  Hampton  Court  were  taken, 
after  having  sunk  the  Salisbury,  at  that  time  in  the  hands  of  the  French  :  then 
the  commodore,  having  eleven  feet  water  in  his  hold,  disengaged  himself  from  the 
enemy,  by  whom  he  had  been  surrounded,  and  ran  his  ship  aground  near  Dunge- 
neese;  but  she  afterwards  floated,  and  he  brought  her  safe  into  the  Downs.  In 
the  mean  time  the  French  frigate  and  privateers  made  prize  of  twenty-one 
English  merchant  ships  of  great  value,  which,  with  the  Grafton  and  Hampton 
Court,  Forbin  conveyed  in  triumph  to  Dunkirk.  In  July  the  same  active  officer 
took  fifteen  ships  belonging  to  the  Russian  company,  off  the  coast  of  Lapland. 
In  September  he  joined  another  squadron  fitted  out  at  Brest  under  the  command 
of  the  celebrated  M.  du  Guai  Trouin,  and  these  attacked,  off  the  Lizard,  the  convoy 
of  the  Portugal  fleet,  consisting  of  the  Cumberland,  Captain  Richard  Edwards,  dT 
eighty  guns ;  the  Devonshire,  of  eighty ;  the  Royal  Oak,  of  seventy-six ;  the 
Chester  and  Ruby,  of  fifty  guns  each.  Though  the  French  squadron  did  not  fall 
short  of  twelve  sail  of  the  line,  the  English  captains  maintained  the  action  for 
many  hours  with  surprising  valour.  At  length  the  Devonshire  was  obliged  to 
yield  to  superior  numbers;  the  Cumberiand  blew  up;  the  Chester  and  Ruby  were 
taken;  the  Royal  Oak  fought  her  way  through  the  midst  of  her  enemies,  and 
arrived  safe  in  the  harbour  of  Kinsale;  and  the  Lisbon  fleet  saved  themselves  by 
making  the  best  of  their  way  during  the  engagement.  Since  the  battle  off 
Malaga,  the  French  king  had  never  dared  to  keep  the  sea  with  a  large  fleet,  but 
earried  on  a  kind  of  piratical  war  of  this  sort  in  order  to  distress  the  trade  of 
i^gland.  He  was  the  more  enqouraged  to  pursue  these  measures,  by  the  cor* 
respondence  which  his  ministers  carried  on  with'some  wretches  belonging  to  the 
Admiralty  and  the  other  ofiices,  who  basely  betrayed  their  country  in  transmit- 
ting to  France  such  intelligence  concerning  the  convoys  appointed  for  the  pro- 
tection of  commerce,  as  enabled  the  enemy  to  attack  them  at  advantage.  In  the 
course  of  this  year,  the  French  fishery,  stages,  ships,  and  vessels  in  Newfound- 
land were  taken,  burned,  and  destroyed,  by  Captam  John  Uoderdown,  of  the 
Falkland. 
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feated  a  body  of  liorse,  laid  the  duohy  of  Wirtemberg    chap. 
under  contribution,  took  Stutgard  and  Schorndorf ;  and  v_J[^l_y 
routed  three  thousand  Germans  intrenched  at  Lorch,     *707. 
under  the  command  of  General  Janus,  who  was  made 
prisoner.     In  all  probability,  this  active  officer  would  have 
made  great  progress  towards  the  restoration  of  the  Elec- 
tor of  Bavaria,  had  not  he  been  obliged  to  stop  in  the 
middle  of  his  career,  in  consequence  of  his  army's  being 
diminished  by  sending  ofFdetachments  to  Provence.    The 
imperial  army  retired  towards  Hailbron,  and  the  com- 
mand  of  it  wis,  at  the  request  of  tbe  emperor  and  allies, 
assumed  by  the  Elector  of  Hanover,  who  restored  mili- 
tary discipline,  and  acted  with  uncommon  prudence  and 
circumspection ;  but  he  had  not  force  sufficient  to  under- 
take any  enterprise  of  importance. 

In  the  month  of  April,  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  set  interview 
out  from  the  Hague  for  Leipsick,  with  a  letter  from  the  Jj^e^Kine 
queen  to  Charles  XII.  of  Sweden,  whose  designs  were  of  Sweden 
still  so  mysterious,  that  the  confederates  could  not  help  ^ifkeof 
being  alarmed  at  his  being  in  the  heart  of  Germany.  Maribo- 
The  duke  was  pitched  upon  as  the  most  proper  ambas-  "^"^  ' 
sador,  to  soothe  his  vanity  and  penetrate  into  his  real 
intention '.     He  found  this  original  character,  not  sim- 
ple, but  sordid  in  his  appearance  and  economy,  savage  iu 
his  deportment,  ferocious,  illiterate,  stubborn,  implacable, 
and  reserved.     The  English  general  assailed  him  on  the 
side  of  his  vanity,  the  only  part  by  which  he  was  acces- 
sible.    "  Sire,"  said  he,  "  I  present  to  your  majesty  a  let- 
ter, not  from  the  chancery,  but  from  the  heart  of  the 
queen  my  mistress,  and  written  with  her  own  hand. 
Had  not  her  sex  prevented  her  from  taking  so  long  a 
journey,  she  would  have  crossed  the  sea  to  see  a  prince 
admired  by  the  whole  universe.     I  esteem  myself  happy 
in  having  the  honour  of  assuring  your  majesty  of  my  re- 
gard ;  and  I  should  think  it  a  great  happiness,  if  my  af- 
fairs would  allow  me,  to  learn  under  so  great  a  general 
as  your  majesty  what  I  want  to  know  in  the  art  of  war." 

*  When  the  duke  arrived  in  his  coach  at  the  quarters  of  Count  Piper,  of  whom 
he  had  demanded  an  audience,  he  was  given  to  understand  that  the  count  was 
busy,  and  obliged  to  wait  half  an  hour  before  the  Swedish  minister  came  down  to 
receive  him.  When  he  appeared  at  last,  the  duke  alighted  from  his  coach,  put 
on  his  hat,  passed  the  count  without  saluting  him,  and  went  aside  to  the  wall, 
where,  having  stayed  some  time^  he  returned,  and  accosted  him  with  the  most 
polite  address. 

M  m  2 
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CHAP.    Charles  was  pleased  with  this  overstrained  compliment^ 
>    ^^    .  which  seems  to  have  been  calculated  for  a  raw,  unintel- 
1707.     ligent  barbarian,  unacquainted  with  the  characters  of 
mankind.     He  professed  particular  veneration  for  Queen 
Anne,  as  well  as  for  the  person  of  her  ambassador,  and 
declared  he  would  take  no  steps  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
grand  alliance.     Nevertheless,  the  sincerity  of  this  de- 
claration has  been  questioned.     The  French  court  is  said 
to  have  gained  over  his  minister.  Count  Piper,  to  their 
interest.     Certain  it  is,  he  industriously  sought   occa- 
sion to  quarrel  with  the  emperor,  and  treated  him  with 
great  insolence,  until  he  submitted  to  all  his  demands. 
The  treaty  being  concluded  upon  the  terms  he  thought 
proper  to  impose,  he  had  no  longer  the  least  shadow  of 
pretence  to   continue   his  disputes  with  the  court  of 
Vienna,  and  therefore  began  his  march  for  Poland,  which 
was  by  this  time  overrun  by  the  Czar  of  Muscovy. 
Inactive         The  Duke  of  Marlborough  returning  from  Saxony,  as- 
inT^Ne-  semblcd  the  allied  army  at  Anderlach,  near  Brussels, 
theriands.  about  the  middle  of  May ;  and  understanding  that  the 
Elector  of  Bavaria  and  the  Duke  of  Vendome,  who  com- 
manded the  French  forces,  had  quitted  their  lines,  he 
advanced  to  Soignies,  with  a  design  to  engage  them  in 
the  plain  of  Fleurus.     But  receiving  certain  intelligence 
that  the  enemy  were  greatly  superior  to  the  allies  in 
number,  by  the  help  of  drafts  from  all  the  garrisons,  he 
retreated  towards  Brussels,  and  took  post  at  Mildert, 
while  the  French  advanced  to  Gemblours.     Both  armies 
lay  inactive  until  the  enemy  sent  off  a  large  detachmeut 
towards  Provence.     Then  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  and 
General  D'Auverquerque  resolved  to  attack  them  in  their 
fortified  camp  at  Gemblours.     But  they  retreated  with 
such  celerity  from  one  post  to  another,  that  the  confe- 
derates could  not  come  up  with  them  until  they  were 
safely  encamped  with  their  right  at  Pont-a-Tresin,  and 
their  left  under  the  cannon  of  Lisle,  covered  with  the 
river  Schelde,  and  secured  by  intrenchments.    The  allies 
dhose  their  camp  at  Helchin,  and  foraged  under  the  can- 
non of  Tournay,  within  a  league  of  the  enemy ;  but  no- 
thing could  induce  them  to  hazard  an  engagement ;  and 
both  armies  went  into  winter  quarters  in  the  latter  end  of 
October.     The  Duke  of  Marlborough  set  out  for  Frank- 
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fort,  where  he  conferred  with  the  Electors  of  Mentz,    chap. 
Hanover,  and  Palatine,  about  the  operations  of  the  next  ^  ^^'    . 
campaign :  then  he  returned  to  the  Hague,  and  having     no7. 
concerted  the  necessary  measures  with  the  deputies  of 
the  States-General,  embarked  for  England  in  the  begin- 
ning of  November. 

The  queen's  private  favour  was  now  shifted  to  a  new  Hariey  be- 
object.  The  Duchess  of  Marlborough  was  supplanted  f^/**™ 
by  Mrs.  Masham,  her  own  kinswoman,  whom  she  had  againat  the 
rescued  from  indigence  and  obscurity.  This  favourite  Maribo- 
succeeded  to  that  ascendancy  over  the  mind  of  her  sove-  ^'^s^* 
reign  which  the  duchess  had  formerly  possessed.  She 
was  more  humble,  pliable,  and  obliging,  than  her  first 
patroness,  who  had  played  the  tyrant,  and  thwarted  the 
queen  in  some  of  her  most  respected  maxims.  Her 
majesty's  prepossession  in  favour  of  the  tories  and  high 
churchmen  was  no  longer  insolently  condemned  and  vio- 
lently opposed.  The  new  confidante  conformed  to  all 
her  prejudices,  and  encouraged  all  her  designs  with  as- 
sent and  approbation.  In  political  intrigues  she  acted 
as  associate,  or  rather  auxiliary,  to  Mr.  Secretary  Hariey, 
who  had  insinuated  himself  into  the  queen's  good  graces, 
and  determined  to  sap  the  credit  of  the  Duke  of  Marl- 
borough and  the  Earl  of  Godolphin.  His  aim  was  to 
unite  the  tory  interest  under  his  own  auspices,  and  expel 
the  whigs  from  the  advantages  they  possessed  under  the 
government.  His  chief  coadjutor  in  this  scheme  was 
Henry  St.  John,  afterwards  Lord  Bolingbroke,  a  man  of 
warm  imagination  and  .elegant  taste,  penetrating,  elo- 
quent, ambitious,  and  enterprising,  whose  talents  were 
rather  specious  than  solid,  and  whose  principles  were 
loose  and  fluctuating.  He  was  at  first  contented  to  act 
in  an  inferior  capacity,  subservient  to  the  designs  of  the 
secretary ;  but  when  he  understood  the  full  extent  of  his 
own  parts  and  influence,  he  was  fired  with  the  ambition 
of  eclipsing  his  principal,  and  from  the  sphere  of  his 
minister  raised  himself  to  the  character  of  his  rival. 
These  politicians,  with  thie  assistance  of  Sir  Simon  Har- 
court,  a  colleague  of  uncommon  ability  and  credit,  ex- 
erted their  endeavours  to  rally  and  reconcile  the  disunited 
tories,  who  were  given  to  understand  that  the  queen 
could  no  longer  bear  the  tyranny  of  the  whigs :  that  she 
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CHAP,   had  been  always  a  friend  in  her  heart  to  the  tory  and 
t    ^^'    .  high-church  party ;  and  that  she  would  now  exhibit  ma^ 
1707.     nifest  proof  of  her  inclination.    She  accordingly  bestowed 
the  bishopricks  of  Chester  and  Exeter  upon  Sir  William 
Dawes   and   Dr.  Blackall,   who,   though  otherwise    of 
unblemished  characters,  had  openly  condemned  the  Re- 
volution. 
The  nation      The  pcoplo  in  general  began  to  be  sick  of  the  whig 
ten^d  with  ^i^^^stry,  whom  they  had  formerly  caressed.     To  them 
the  whig    they  imputed  the  burdens  under  which  they  groaned; 
muiistrjr.    jjuyj^ng  vehich  they  had  hitherto  been  animated  to  bear 
by  the  pomp  of  triumph  and  uninterrupted  success.     At 
present  they  were  discouraged  by  the  battle  of  Almansa, 
the  miscarriage  of  the  expedition  against  Toulon,  the  loss 
of  Sir  Cloudesley  Shovel,  and  the  fate  of  four  ships  of 
the  line,  destroyed  or  taken  by  a  squadron  under  the 
command  of  Messieurs  Forbin  and  Du  Guai  Trouin,  two 
of  the  most  enterprising  sea-officers  in  the  French  service. 
No  new  advantage  had  been  obtained  in  the  Nether- 
lands :  France,  instead  of  sinking  under  the  weight  of  the 
confederacy,  seemed  to  rise  with  fresh  vigour  from  every 
overthrow :  the  English  traders  had  lately  sustained  re- 
peated losses  for  want  of  proper  convoys ;  the  coin  of  the 
nation  was  visibly  diminished,  and  the  public  credit  began 
to  decline.     The  tories  did  not  fail  to  inculcate  and  ex^ 
aggerate  these  causes  of  discontent,  and  the  ministry 
were  too  remiss  in  taking  proper  steps  for  the  satisfaction 
of  the  nation.    Instead  of  soothing  by  gentle  measures,  and 
equal  administration,  the  Scots,  who  had  expressed  such 
aversion  to  the  union,  they  treated  them  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  served  to  exasperate  the  spirits  of  that  people.     A 
stop  was  put  to  their  whole  commerce  for  two  months 
before  itwas  diverted  into  the  new  channel.  Three  months 
elapsed  before  the  equivalent  was  remitted  to  that  king- 
dom, and  it  was  afterwards  applied  to  the  most  shamefril 
partiality.     Seizures  of  wines  and  other  merchandize  im- 
ported from  thence  into  England  were  made  in  all  the 
northern  parts  with  an  affectation  of  severity  and  disdain; 
so  that  the  generality  of  the  Scottish  nation  loudly  ex- 
claimed against  the  union  and  the  government.    The  Jar 
cobites  were  again  in  commotion.     They  held  confer- 
ences :  they  maintained  a  correspondence  with  the  court 
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of  St.  Germain's :  a  great  number  of  the  most  rigid  whigd  chap, 
entered  so  far  into  their  measures  as  to  think  a  revolu-  v  '^'  . 
tion  was  absolutely  necessary  to  retrieve  the  liberties,  ^W. 
independence,  and  commerce  of  their  country :  the  pre- 
tender's birthday  was  publicly  celebrated  in  many  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  kingdom ;  and  every  thing  seemed  to 
portend  an  universal  revolt.  Ireland  continued  quiet 
under  the  administration  of  the  Earl  of  Pembroke,  whom 
the  queen  had  appointed  lord-lieutenant  of  that  king- 
dom. A  Parliament  having  met  at  Dublin  in  the  month 
of  July,  presented  an  address  of  congratulation  to  her 
majesty  on  the  late  union  of  the  two  kingdoms.  The 
Commons  having  inspected  the  public  accounts,  resolved, 
that  the  kingdom  had  been  put  to  excessive  charge,  by 
means  of  great  arrears  of  rent  returned  by  the  late  trus- 
tees, as  due  out  of  the  forfeited  estates,  which  returns 
were  false  and  unjust ;  and  that  an  humble  representa- 
tion should  be  laid  before  her  majesty  on  this  subject. 
They  passed  another  laudable  resolution  in  favour  of 
their  own  manufactures.  They  granted  the  necessary 
supplies,  and  having  finished  several  bills  for  the  royal 
assent,  were  prorogued  on  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  Oc- 
tober. 

It  was  on  the  twenty-third  of  the  same  month  that  the  Meeting  of 
first  Pai-liament  of  Great  Britain  assembled  at  West-^^^"* 
minster,  when  the  queen,  in  her  speech  to  both  Houses,  Pariu- 
palliated  the  miscarriages  in  Provence  and  in  Spain ;  re-  ™®^*' 
presented  the  necessity  of  making  further  efforts  against 
the  common  enemy;   and  exhorted  them  to  be  upon 
their  guard  against  those  who  endeavoured  to  sow  jea- 
lousies in  the  commonwealth.     The  Commons,  in  their 
address,  expressed  the  continuance  of  their  former  zeal 
and  devotion  to  her  majesty's  government ;  but  in  the 
House  of  Lords,  the  Earl  of  Wharton  expatiated  upon 
the  scarcity  of  money,  the  decay  of  trade,  and  the  mis- 
management of  the  navy.     He  was  seconded  by  Lord 
Somers,  and  the  leaders  of  the  tory  party,  who  proposed 
that,  previous  to  every  measure,  they  should  consider  the 
state  of  the  nation.     The  design  of  Wharton  and  Somers 
was  to  raise  the  Earl  of  Orford  once  more  to  the  head  of 
the  Admiralty;  and  the  tories,  who  did  not  perceive 
their  drift,  hoped,  in  the  course  of  the  inquiry,  to  fix  th^ 
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CHAP,  blame  of  all  mismanagement  upon  the  whig  minister!^. 
1  \^'  .  A  day  being  fixed  for  this  examination,  the  House  re- 
1707.  ceived  a  petition  from  the  sheriffs  and  merchants  of 
London,  complaining  of  great  losses  by  sea,  for  want  of 
cruizers  and  convoys ;  and  these  complaints  were  proved 
by  witnesses.  The  report  was  sent  to  the  lord-admiral, 
who  answered  all  the  articles  separately :  then  the  tones 
moved  for  an  address,  in  which  the  blame  of  the  miscar- 
riages might  be  laid  upon  the  ministry  and  cabinet  coun- 
cil ;  but  the  motion  was  overruled  :  the  queen  was  pre- 
sented with  a  bare  representation  of  the  facts,  and  desired 
that  she  would  take  the  proper  measures  for  preventing 
such  evils  for  the  future.  The  Commons  made  some 
progress  in  an  inquiry  of  the  same  nature ;  and  brought 
in  a  bill  for  the  better  securing  the  trade  of  the  kingdom. 
They  cheerfully  granted  the  supplies  for  the  service  of 
the  ensuing  year.  They  prepared  another  bill  for  re- 
pealing the  Scottish  act  of  security,  and  that  about  peace 
and  war,  which  had  excited  such  jealousy  in  the  English 
nation.  They  resolved,  that  there  should  be  but  one 
privy-council  in  the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain :  that  the 
militia  of  Scotland  should  be  put  on  the  same  footing 
with  that  of  England :  that  the  powers  of  the  justices 
of  the  peace  should  be  the  same  through  the  whole 
island :  that  the  lords  of  justiciary  in  Scotland  should 
go  circuits  twice  in  the  year :  that  the  writs  for  electing 
Scottish  members  to  serve  in  the  House  of  Commons 
should  be  directed,  and  returns  made,  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  practised  in  England.  An  act  being  formed  on 
these  resolutions,  they  brought  in  a  bill  for  preserving 
the  trade  with  Portugal :  then  they  considered  the  state 
of  the  war  in  Spain. 
Inquiry  Whou  the  quecu  passed  these  bills,  she  recommended 

state*of  the  ^^  augmentation  in  the  aids  and  auxiliaries  granted  to 
warin  the  King  of  Spain  and  the  Duke  of  Savoy.  This  inti- 
^*^  mation  produced  a  debate  in  the  House  of  Lords  on  the 
affairs  of  Spain.  The  services  of  the  Earl  of  Peter- 
borough were  extolled  by  the  Earl  of  Rochester  and 
Lord  Haversham,  who  levelled  some  oblique  reflections 
at  the  Earl  of  Galway.  Several  lords  enlarged  upon  the 
necessity  of  carrying  on  the  war  until  king  Charles  should 
be  fully  established  upon  the  throne  of  Spain.     The 
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Earl  of  Peterborough  said  they  ought  to  contribute  nine  chap. 
shillings  in  the  pound  rather  than  make  peace  on  any  ^  ^^'  , 
other  terms:  he  declared  himself  ready  to  return  to  1707. 
Spain,  and  serve  even  under  the  Earl  of  Galway.  The 
Earl  of  Rochester  repeated  a  maxim  of  the  old  Duke  of 
Schomberg,  that  attacking  France  in  the  Netherlands 
was  like  taking  a  bull  by  the  horns.  He  therefore  pro- 
posed that  the  allies  should  stand  on  the  defensive  in 
Flanders,  and  detach  from  thence  fifteen  or  twenty  thou- 
sand men  into  Catalonia.  He  was  seconded  by  the  Earl 
of  Nottingham ;  but  warmly  opposed  by  the  Duke  of 
Marlborough,  who  urged,  that  the  great  towns  in  Brabant 
which  he  had  conquered  could  not  be  preserved  without 
a  considerable  number  of  men ;  and  that  if  the  French 
should  gain  any  advantage  in  Flanders  from  their  supe- 
riority in  point  of  number,  the  discontented  party  in  Hol- 
land, which  was  very  numerous,  and  bore  with  impatience 
the  burden  of  the  war,  would  not  fail  crying  aloud  for 
peace.  Being  challenged  by  Rochester  to  show  how 
troops  could  be  procured  for  the  service  of  Italy  and 
Spain,  he  assured  the  House  that  measures  had  been  al- 
ready concerted  with  the  emperor  for  forming  an  army 
of  forty  thousand  men  under  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  for 
sending  powerful  succours  to  King  Charles.  This  de- 
claration finished  the  debate,  which  issued  in  an  affec- 
tionate address  to  her  majesty.  The  Lords  resolved, 
that  no  peace  could  be  safe  and  honourable  for  her  ma- 
jesty and  her  allies,  if  Spain  and  the  Spanish  West  In- 
dies were  suffered  to  continue  in  the  power  of  the  House 
of  Bourbon.  They  presented  an  address,  in  which  they 
desired  she  would  press  the  emperor  to  send  powerful 
succours  to  Spain,  under  the  command  of  Prince  Eugene, 
with  all  possible  expedition  to  make  good  his  contract 
with  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  and  strengthen  the  army  on  the 
Rhine,  which  was  now  happily  put  under  the  conduct  of 
that  wise  and  valiant  prince,  the  Elector  of  Hanover. 
The  Commons  concurred  in  this  remonstrance,  in  conse- 
quence of  which  the  queen  desired  the  emperor  to  bestow 
the  command  in  Spain  upon  Prince  Eugene.  The  court 
of  Vienna,  however,  did  not  comply  with  this  request ; 
but  sent  thither  Count  Staremberg,  who,  of  all  the  Ger- 
man generals,  was  next  to  the  prince  in  military  reputa- 
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CHAP,   tion.     The  Commons  now  proceeded  to  consider  of  ways 
V— i?^l_^  and  means,  and  actually  established  funds  for  raising  the 
^'^^'^'     supply,  which  amounted  to  the  enormous  sum  of  six 
millions. 
Gregg,  a         At  this  period  Mn  Harley's  character  incurred  suspi- 
wcretw-y^s^  cion,  from  the  treachery  of  William  Gregg,  an  inferior 
office,  de-   clerk  in  his  office,  who  was  detected  in  a  correspondence 
c»iTC8-"**  with  Monsieur  Chamillard,  the  French  king's  minister. 
pondence    When  his  practices  were  detected  he  made  an  ample 
French^     coufession,  and,  pleading  guilty  to  his  indictment  at  the 
ministry.    Q\^  Bailey,  was  condemned  to  death  for  high  treason. 
At  the  same  time,  John  Bara  and  Alexander  Valiere 
were  committed  to  Newgate  for  corresponding  with  the 
enemy;  and  Claude  Baude,  secretary  to  the  Duke  of 
Savoy's  minister,  was,  at  the  request  of  his  master,  appre- 
hended for  traitorous  practices  against  her  majesty  and 
her  government.     A  committee  of  seven  lords  being  ap- 
pointed to  examine  these  delinquents,  made  a  report  to 
the  House,  which  was  communicated  to  the  queen  in  an 
address,  importing,  that  Gregg  had  discovered  secrets  of 
state  to  the  French  minister :  that  Alexander  Valiere 
and  John  Bara  had  managed  a  correspondence  with  the 
governors  and  commissaries  of  Calais  and  Boulogne ;  and, 
in  all  probability,  discovered  to  the  enemy  the  stations 
of  the  British  cruisers,  the  strength  of  their  convoys,  and 
the  times  at  which  the  merchant  ships  proceeded  on  their 
voyages :  that  all  the  papers  in  the  office  of  Mr.  Secret 
tary  Harley  had  been  for  a  considerable  time  exposed  to 
the  view  of  the  meanest  clerks ;  and  that  the  perusal  of 
all  the  letters  to  and  from  the  French  prisoners  had  been 
chiefly  trusted  to  Gregg,  a  person  of  a  very  suspicious 
character,  and  known  to  be  extremely  indigent.     The 
queen  granted  a  reprieve  to  this  man,  in  hope  of  his 
making  some  important  discovery ;  but  he  really  knew 
nothing  of  consequence  to  the  nation.     He  was  an  indi- 
gent Scot,  who  had  been  employed  as  a  spy  in  his  own 
country,  and  now  offered  his  services  to  Chamillard,  with 
a  view  of  being  rewarded  for  his  treachery ;  but  he  was 
discovered  before  he  had  reaped  any  fruits  from  his  cor- 
respondence.    As  he  had  no  secrets  of  importance  to 
impart,  he  was  executed  at  Tyburn,  where  he  delivered 
^  paper  to  the  sheriff,  in  which  he  declared  Mr.  Harley 
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entirely  ignorant  of  all  his  treasonable  connexions,  not-    chap. 
withstanding  some  endeavours  that  were  made  to  engage  .    ^^'   . 
him  in  an  accusation  of  that  minister.  ^707. 

The  queen  had  refused  to  admit  the  Earl  of  Peterbo-  Hariey  re- 
rough  into  her  presence,  until  he  should  have  vindicated  employ-* 
his  conduct,  of  which  King  Charles  had  complained  in  ™«Ji*s- 
divers  letters.  He  was  eagerly  desirous  of  a  parliamen- 
tary inquiry.  His  military  proceedings,  his  negotiations, 
his  disposal  of  the  remittances,  were  taken  into  consider- 
ation by  both  Houses ;  but  he  produced  such  a  number 
of  witnesses  and  original  papers  to  justify  every  transac- 
tion, that  his  character  triumphed  in  the  inquiry,  which 
was  dropped  before  it  produced  any  resolution  in  Parlia- 
ment. Then  they  took  cognizance  of  the  state  of  affairs 
in  Spain,  and  found  there  had  been  a  great  deficiency  in 
the  English  troops  at  the  battle  of  Almanza.  This,  how- 
ever, was  explained  so  much  to  their  satisfaction,  that 
they  voted  an  address  to  the  queen,  thanking  her  for 
having  taken  measures  to  restore  the  affairs  in  Spain,  and 
provide  foreign  troops  for  that  service.  The  bill  for  ren- 
dering the  union  more  complete  met  with  a  vigorous  op- 
position in  the  House  of  Lords  from  the  court  party,  on 
account  of  the  clause  enacting,  that,  after  the  first  of 
May,  there  should  be  but  one  privy-council  in  the  king- 
dom of  Great  Britain.  The  ministry,  finding  it  was  stre- 
nuously supported  by  all  the  tories,  and  a  considerable 
number  of  the  other  faction,  would  have  compromised 
the  difference,  by  proposing  that  the  privy-council  of 
Scotland  should  continue  to  the  first  day  of  October. 
They  hinted  this  expedient,  in  hope  of  being  able  to  in- 
fluence the  ensuing  elections;  but  their  design  being 
palpable,  the  motion  was  overruled,  and  the  bill  re- 
ceived the  royal  assent :  a  court  of  exchequer,  however, 
was  erected  in  Scotland  upon  the  model  of  that  in  Eng- 
land. The  execution  of  Gregg,  and  the  examination  of 
Valiere  and  Bara,  who  had  acted  as  smugglers  to  the 
coast  of  France,  under  the  protection  of  Hariey,  to  whom 
they  engaged  for  intelligence,  affected  the  credit  of  that 
minister,  who  was  reviled  and  traduced  by  the  emissaries 
of  the  whig  party.  The  Duke  of  Marlborough  and  the 
Earl  of  Godolphin,  being  apprised  of  his  secret  practices 
with  Mrs.  Masham,  wrote  to  the  queen  that  they  could 
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serve  her  no  longer  should  Mr.  Harley  continue  in  the 
post  of  secretary.  Being  summoned  to  the  cabinet 
council,  they  waited  on  her  in  person,  and  expostulated 
on  the  same  subject.  She  endeavoured  to  appease  their 
resentment  with  soft  persuasion,  which  had  no  effect ; 
and  when  they  retired  from  court,  to  the  astonishment 
of  all  the  spectators,  she  repaired  in  person  to  the 
council.  There  Mr.  Secretary'  Hdrley  began  to  explain 
the  cause  of  their  meeting,  which  was  some  circumstance 
relating  to  foreign  affairs.  The  Duke  of  Somerset  said 
he  did  not  see  how  they  could  deliberate  on  such  mat- 
ters while  the  general  and  treasurer  were  absent ;  the 
other  members  observed  a  sullen  silence;  so  that  the 
council  broke  up,  and  the  queen  found  herself  in  danger 
of  being  abandoned  by  her  ministers.  Next  day  her 
majesty  sent  for  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  and  told  him 
that  Harley  should  immediately  resign  his  office,  which 
was  conferred  upon  Mr.  Henry  Boyle,  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  :  but  she  deeply  resented  the  deportment  of 
the  duke  and  the  Earl  of  Godolphin,  from  whom  she  en- 
tirely withdrew  her  confidence.  Sir  Simon  Harcourt, 
attorney-general.  Sir  Thomas  Mansel,  comptroller  of  the 
household,  and  Mr.  St.  John,  relinquished  their  several 
posts  upon  the  disgrace  of  Harley. 

The  kingdom  wa«  at  this  period  alarmed  vnth  a 
^^^^'  threatened  invasion  from  France.  The  court  of  St.  Ger- 
main's had  sent  over  one  Colonel  Hook  with  credentials 
to  Scotland,  to  learn  the  situation,  number,  and  ability  of 
the  pretender's  friends  in  that  country.  This  minister, 
by  his  misconduct,  produced  a  division  among  the  Scot- 
tish Jacobites.  Being  a  creature  of  the  Duke  of  Perth, 
he  attached  himself  wholly  to  the  Duke  of  Athol, 
and  those  other  zealous  partisans  who  were  bent  upon 
receiving  the  pretender  without  conditions ;  and  he  neg- 
lected the  Duke  of  Hamilton,  the  earl-mareschal,  and 
other  adherents  of  that  house,  who  adopted  the  more 
moderate  principles  avowed  by  the  Earl  of  Middleton. 
At  his  return  to  France,  he  made  such  a  favourable  re- 
port of  the  disposition  and  power  of  the  Scottish  nation, 
that  Louis  resolved  to  equip  an  armament,  and  send  over 
the  pretender  to  that  kingdom.  His  pretence  was  to 
establish  that  prince  on  the  throne  of  his  ancestors ;  but 
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bis  real  aim  was  to  make  a  diversion  from  the  Nether-    chap. 

lands,  and  excite  a  revolt  in  Great  Britain,  which  should  v ,     s 

hinder  Queen  Anne  from  exerting  herself  against  France  ^^^' 
on  the  continent.  He  began  to  make  preparation  for 
this  expedition  at  Dunkirk,  where  a  squadron  was  assem- 
bled under  the  command  of  the  Chevalier  de  Fourbin ; 
and  a  body  of  land-forces  were  embarked  with  Monsieur 
de  Gace,  afterwards  known  by  the  appellation  of  the 
Mareschal  de  Matignon.  The  pretender,  who  had 
assumed  the  name  of  the  Chevalier  de  St.  George, 
was  furnished  with  services  of  gold  and  silver  plate, 
sumptuous  tents,  rich  clothes  for  his  life-guards,  splendid 
liveries,  and  all  sorts  of  necessaries  even  to  profusion. 
Louis  at  parting  presented  him  with  a  sword  studded 
with  valuable  diamonds,  and  repeated  what  he  had  for- 
merly said  to  this  adventurer's  father :  "  He  hoped  he 
should  never  see  him  again."  The  pope  contributed  to 
the  expense  of  this  expedition,  and  accommodated  him 
with  divers  religious  inscriptions,  which  were  wrought 
upon  his  colours  and  standards.  Queen  Anne  being 
informed  of  these  preparations,  and  the  design  of  the 
French  monarch,  communicated  to  the  Commons  the 
advices  which  she  had  received  from  Holland  and  the 
Netherlands  touching  the  destination  of  the  Dunkirk 
armament :  both  Houses  concurred  in  an  address,  assur- 
ing her  they  would  assist  her  majesty  with  their  lives  and 
fortunes  against  the  pretended  Prince  of  Wales,  and  all 
her  other  enemies.  Then  they  passed  a  bill,  enacting, 
that  the  oath  of  abjuration  should  be  tendered  to  all  per- 
sons, and  such  as  refused  to  take  it  should  be  in  the  con- 
dition of  convicted  recusants.  By  another,  they  sus- 
pended the  habeas  corpus  act  till  October,  with  relation 
to  persons  apprehended  by  the  government  on  suspicion 
of  treasonable  practices.  The  pretender  and  his  adhe- 
rents were  proclaimed  traitors  and  rebels ;  and  a  bill  was 
passed,  discharging  the  clans  of  Scotland  from  all  vassal- 
age to  those  chiefs  who  should  take  up  arms  against  her 
majesty.  Transports  were  hired  to  bring  over  ten  British 
battalions  from  Ostend :  a  large  fleet  being  equipped  with 
incredible  diligence,  sailed  from  Deal  towards  Dunkirk, 
under  the  conduct  of  Sir  John  Leake,  Sir  George  Byng, 
and  Lord  Dursley.     The  French  imagined  that  Leake 
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CHAP,  had  sailed  to  Lisbon,  and  that  Britain  was  unprovided  of 
.  ^^'  .  ships  of  war ;  so  that  they  were  amazed  and  confounded 
1707.  when  this  fleet  appeared  off  Mardyke :  a  stop  was  imme- 
diately put  to  the  embarkation  of  their  troops :  frequent 
expresses  were  despatched  to  Paris  :  the  Count  de  Four- 
bin  represented  to  the  French  king  the  little  probability 
of  succeeding  in  this  enterprise,  and  the  danger  that 
would  attend  the  attempt ;  but  he  received  positive 
orders  to  embark  the  forces,  and  set  sail  with  the  first 
favourable  wind. 
His  design  The  British  fleet  being  forced  from  their  station  by  se- 
vere  weather  on  the  fourteenth  day  of  March,  the  French 
squadron  sailed  on  the  seventeenth  from  the  road  of 
Dunkirk ;  but  the  wind  shifting,  it  anchored  in  New- 
port-pits till  the  nineteenth  in  the  evening,  when  they 
set  sail  again  with  a  fair  breeze,  steering  their  course  for 
Scotland.  Sir  George  Byng  having  received  advice  of 
their  departure  from  an  Ostend  vessel  sent  out  for  that 
purpose  by  Major-General  Cadogan,  gave  chase  to  the 
enemy,  after  having  detached  a  squadron  under  Admiral 
Baker,  to  convoy  the  troops  that  were  embarked  at  Os- 
tend for  England.  On  the  tenth  day  of  March,  the 
Queen  went  to  the  House  of  Peers,  where,  in  a  speech 
to  both  Houses,  she  told  them  that  the  French  fleet  had 
sailed ;  that  Sir  George  Byng  was  in  pursuit  of  them ; 
and  that  ten  battalions  of  her  troops  were  expected  every 
day  in  England.  This  intimation  was  followed  by  two 
very  warm  addresses  from  the  Lords  and  Commons,  in 
which  they  repeated  their  assurances  of  standing  by  her 
against  all  her  enemies.  They  exhorted  her  to  persevere 
in  supporting  the  common  cause,  notwithstanding  this 
petty  attempt  to  disturb  her  dominions;  and  levelled 
some  severe  insinuations  against  those  who  endeavoured 
to  foment  jealousies  between  her  majesty  and  her  most 
faithful  servants.  Addresses  on  the  same  occasion  were 
sent  up  from  different  parts  of  the  kingdom ;  so  that  the 
queen  seemed  to  look  with  contempt  upon  the  designs 
of  the  enemy.  Several  regiments  of  foot,  with  some 
squadrons  of  cavalry,  began  their  march  for  Scotland : 
the  Earl  of  Leven,  commander-in  chief  of  the  forces  in 
that  country,  and  governor  of  the  castle  of  Edinburgh, 
hastened  thither  to  put  that  fortress  in  a  posture  of  de- 
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fence,  and  to  make  the  proper  dispositions  to  oppose  the  chap. 
pretender  at  his  landing.  But  the  vigilance  of  Sir  George  ,  ^^-  , 
Byng  rendered  all  these  precautions  unnecessary.  He  1707. 
sailed  directly  to  the  Frith  of  Edinburgh,  where  he  ar- 
rived almost  as  soon  as  the  enemy,  who  immediately  took 
the  advantage  of  a  land  breeze,  and  bore  away  with  all 
the  sail  they  could  carry.  The  English  admiral  gave 
chase ;  and  the  Salisbury,  one  of  their  ships,  was  boarded 
and  taken.  At  night  Monsieur  de  Fourbin  altered  his 
course,  so  that  next  day  they  were  out  of  reach  of  the 
English  squadron.  The  pretender  desired  they  would 
proceed  to  the  northward,  and  land  him  at  Inverness, 
and  Fourbin  seemed  willing  to  gratify  his  request ;  but 
the  wind  changing,  and  blowing  in  their  teeth  with  great 
violence,  he  represented  the  danger  of  attempting  to 
prosecute  the  voyage ;  and,  with  the  consent  of  the  Che- 
valier de  St.  George  and  his  general,  returned  to  Dun- 
kirk, after  having  been  tossed  about  a  whole  month  in 
very  tempestuous  weather.  In  the  mean  time.  Sir 
George  Byng  sailed  up  to  Leith  road,  where  he  received 
the  freedom  of  the  city  of  Edinburgh  in  a  golden  box, 
as  a  testimony  of  gratitude  for  his  having  delivered  them 
from  the  dreadful  apprehensions  under  which  they  la- 
boured. 

Certain  it  is,  the  pretender  could  not  have  chosen  a  state  of  the 
more  favourable  opportunity  for  making  a  descent  upon  Si^Lrild, 
Scotland.  The  people  in  general  were  disaffected  to  the 
government  on  account  of  the  union :  the  regular  troops 
under  Leven  did  not  exceed  five-and-twenty  hundred 
men,  and  even  great  part  of  these  would  in  all  probability 
have  joined  the  invader :  the  castle  of  Edinburgh  was 
destitute  of  ammunition,  and  would  in  all  appearance 
have  surrendered  at  the  first  summons ;  in  which  case 
the  Jacobites  must  have  been  masters  of  the  equivalent 
money  lodged  in  tliat  fortress :  a  good  number  of  Dutch 
ships  loaded  with  cannon,  small  arms,  ammunition,  and 
a  large  sum  of  money,  had  been  driven  on  shore  in  the 
shire  of  Angus,  where  they  would  have  been  seized  by 
the  friends  of  the  pretender,  had  the  French  troops  been 
landed ;  and  all  the  adherents  of  that  house  were  ready 
to  appear  in  arms.  In  England  such  a  demand  was  made 
upon  the  bank,  by  those  who  favoured  the  invasion,  and 
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those  who  dreaded  a  revolution,  that  the  public  credit 
seemed  to  be  in  danger.  The  Commons  resolved,  that 
whoever  designedly  endeavoured  to  destroy  or  lessen  the 
public  credit,  especially  at  a  time  when  the  kingdom  was 
threatened  with  an  invasion,  was  guilty  of  a  high  crime 
and  misdemeanour,  and  an  enemy  to  her  majesty  and  the 
kingdom.  The  lord  treasurer  signified  to  the  directors 
of  the  bank  that  her  majesty  would  allow,  for  six  months, 
an  interest  of  six  per  cent,  upon  their  bills,  which  was 
double  the  usual  rate ;  and  considerable  sums  of  money 
were  offered  to  them  by  this  nobleman,  as  well  as  by  the 
Dukes  of  Marlborough,  Newcastle,  and  Somerset.  The 
French,  Dutch,  and  Jewish  merchants,  whose  interest 
was  in  a  peculiar  manner  connected  with  the  safety  of 
the  bank,  exerted  themselves  for  its  support ;  and  the 
directors,  having  called  in  twenty  per  cent,  upon  their 
capital  stock,  were  enabled  to  answer  all  the  demands  of 
the  timorous  and  disaffected.  All  the  noblemen  and 
persons  of  distinction  in  Scotland,  suspected  of  an  attach- 
ment to  the  court  of  St.  Germain's,  were  apprehended, 
and  either  imprisoned  in  the  castle  of  Edinburgh,  or 
brought  up  to  London,  to  be  confined  in  the  Tower  or 
in  Newgate.  Among  these  was  the  Duke  of  Hamilton, 
who  found  means  to  make  his  peace  with  the  whig  mi- 
nisters ;  and,  in  a  little  time,  the  other  prisoners  were 
admitted  to  bail  \ 


^  Three  camisars,  or  protestants,  from  the  Cevennois,  having  made  their 
escape,  and  repaired  to  London,  acquired  about  this  time  the  appellation  of 
French  prophets,  from  their  enthusiastic  gesticuUtions,  effusions,  and  convulsions; 
and  even  formed  a  sect  of  their  countrymen.  The  French  refugees,  scandalized 
at  their  behaviour,  and  authorized  by  the  Bishop  of  London,  as  superior  of  the 
French  congregations,  resolved  to  inquire  into  the  mission  of  these  pretended 
prophets,  whose  names  were  Elias  Marion,  John  Cavalier,  and  Durand  Fage. 
They  were  declared  impostors  and  counterfeits.  Notwithstanding  this  decision, 
which  was  confirmed  by  the  bishops,  they  continued  their  assemblies  in  Soho, 
under  the  countenance  of  Sir  Richard  Bulkley  and  John  Lacy.  They  reviled  the 
ministers  of  the  established  church;  they  denounced  judgments  against  the  city 
of  London,  and  the  whole  British  nation;  and  published  their  predictions,  com- 
posed of  unintelligible  jargon.  Then  they  were  prosecuted  at  the  expense  of  the 
French  churches,  as  disturbers  of  the  public  peace,  and  false  prophets.  They 
were  sentenced  to  pay  a  fine  of  twenty  marks  each,  and  stand  twice  on  a  scaffold, 
with  papers  on  their  breasts  denoting  their  offence;  a  sentence  which  was  executed 
accordingly  at  Charing-cross  and  the  Royal  Exchange. 

In  the  course  of  this  year,  Mr.  Stanhope,  who  was  resident  from  the  queen  at 
the  court  of  Charles,  concluded  a  treaty  of  commerce  with  this  monarch,  which 
would  have  proved  extremely  advantageous  to  Great  Britain,  had  he  been  firmly 
established  on  the  throne  of  Spain.  It  was  stipulated  that  the  English  merchants 
should  enjoy  the  privilege  of  importing  all  kinds  of  merchandise  from  the  coast 
of  Barbary  into  the  maritime  places  of  Spain,  without  paying  any  higher  duty 
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On  the  first  day  of  April,  the  Parliament  was  pro-  chap. 
rogued,  and  afterwards  dissolved  by  proclamation.  Writs  v  ^^'  . 
were  issued  out  for  new  elections,  together  with  a  pro-  i?^^- 
clamation,  commanding  all  the  peers  of  North  Britain  to  dissolved. 
assemble  at  Holyrood-house  in  Edinburgh,  on  the  seven- 
teenth day  of  June,  to  elect  sixteen  peers  to  represent 
them  in  the  ensuing  British  Parliament,  pursuant  to  the 
twenty-second  article  of  the  treaty  of  union.  After  the 
dissolution  of  the  Parliament,  the  Lords  Griffin,  Clermont, 
two  sons  of  the  Earl  of  Middleton,  and  several  Scottish 
and  Irish  officers,  who  had  been  taken  on  board  the  Sa- 
lisbury, were  brought  to  London,  and  imprisoned  in  the 
Tower,  or  in  Newgate,  Lord  Griffin  being  attainted 
by  outlawry,  for  high  treason  committed  in  the  reign  of 
King  William,  was  brought  to  the  bar  of  the  court  of 
King's  Bench,  and  a  rule  made  for  his  execution ;  but 
he  was  reprieved  from  month  to  month,  until  he  died  of 
a  natural  death  in  prison.  The  privy-council  of  Scotland 
was  dissolved  ;  the  Duke  of  Queensberry  was  created  a 
British  peer,  by  the  title  of  Baron  of  Rippon,  Marquis 
of  Beverley,  and  Duke  of  Dover ;  and  the  office  of  secre- 
tary at  war,  vacant  by  the  resignation  of  Henry  St.  John, 
was  bestowed  upon  Robert  Walpole,  a  gentleman  who 
had  rendered  himself  considerable  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  whose  conduct  we  shall  have  occasion  to 
mention  more  at  large  in  the  sequel.  About  the  same 
time,  a  proclamation  was  issued  for  distributing  prizes,  in 
certain  proportions,  to  the  different  officers  and  seamen 
of  the  royal  navy ;  a  regulation  that  still  prevails. 

The  French  king,  not  at  all  discouraged  by  the  mis-  TheFrench 
carriage  of  his  projected  invasion,  resolved  to  improve  QiJ^n^^^ 
the  advantages  he  had  gained  on  the  continent  during  Bruges. 
the  last  campaign,  and  indeed  he  made  efforts  that  were 
altogether  incredible,  considering  the  consumptive  state 
of  his  finances  *.     He  assembled  a  prodigious  army  in  the 

than  if  that  merchandise  had  been  the  produce  of  Great  Britain;  and  that  even 
these  duties  should  not  be  paid  till  six  months  after  the  merchandise  should  be 
landed  and  sold,  the  merchants  giving  security  for  the  customs.  It  was  agreed 
that  the  whole  commerce  of  the  Spanish  West  Indies  should  be  carried  on  by  a 
joint  company  of  Spanish  and  British  merchants ;  and  in  the  interim,  as  the 
greater  part  of  that  country  was  in  the  hands  of  Philip,  his  competitor  consented 
that  the  British  subjects  should  trade  freely  in  all  the  ports  of  the  West  Indies  with 
ten  ships  of  five  hundred  tons  each,  under  such  convoy  as  her  Britannic  majesty 
should  think  fit  to  appoint. 

8  Before  the  opening  of  the  campaign,  a  very  daring  enterprise  was  formed  by 
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CHAP.   Netherlands,  under  the  command  of  the  Duke  of  Bur- 

» .,J_^  gnndy,  assisted  by  Veiidome,andaccon)paDied  by  the  Duke 

1708.  ^f  Berry  and  the  Chevalier  de  St.  George.  The  Elec- 
tor of  Ravaria  was  destined  to  tbe  command  of  the  troops 
upon  the  Rhine,  where  he  was  seconded  by  the  Duke  of 
Berwick ;  and  the  Mareschal  de  Villeroy  was  sent  to 
conduct  the  forces  in  Dauphine.  About  the  latter  end  of 
Marcb,  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  repaired  to  the  Hague, 
where  he  was  met  by  Prince  Eugene ;  these  two  cele- 
brated generals  conferred  with  the  Pensionary  Heinsius, 
and  the  deputies  of  tbe  States-General.  Then  they  made 
an  excursion  to  Hanover,  where  they  prevailed  upon  the 
elector  to  be  satisfied  with  acting  upon  the  defensiye  in 
his  command  on  the  Rhine,  and  spare  part  of  his  forces, 
that  the  confederates  might  be  enabled  to  make  vigorous 
efforts  in  the  Netherlands.  The  prince  proceeded  to 
Vienna,  and  the  duke  immediately  returned  to  Flanders, 
where  he  assembled  the  army  towards  the  latter  end  of 
May,  On  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  that  month,  the  Duke 
de  Vendome  marched  to  Soignies,  and  posted  himself 
within  three  leagues  of  the  confederates,  who  were  en- 
camped at  Billingen  and  Halle.  The  Duke  of  Marlbo- 
rough having  received  intelligence  that  the  enemy  were 
on  their  march  by  Bois-Seigneur-Isaac  to  Braine-la- 
Leuwe,  concluded  their  intention  was  to  take  post  on  the 
banks  of  the  Deule,  to  hinder  the  allies  from  passing  that 
river,  and  to  occupy  Louvaine.     He,  therefore,  com- 

one  Colonel  Queintem,  a  partisan  in  the  imperial  army.  This  man  laid  a  scheme 
for  carrying  off  the  Dauphin  of  France  from  the  court  of  VersMlles.  He  selected 
thirty  men  of  approved  valour  for  this  undertaking.  He  procured  passes  for 
them,  and  they  rendezvoused  m  the  neighbourhood  of  Paris.  On  the  twenty- 
fourth  day  of  March,  in  the  evening,  he  and  his  accomplices  stopped  a  coadi  and 
six,  with  the  king's  liveries,  and  arrested  the  person  who  was  in  it,  on  the  suppo- 
sition of  his  being  a  prince  of  the  blood.  It  was,  however,  M.  de  Berringhen,  the 
king's  first  equerry.  This  officer  they  mounted  on  a  spare  horse,  and  set  out  for 
the  Low  Countries:  but,  being  little  acquainted  with  the  roads,  they  did  not  reach 
Chantilly  till  next  morning,  when  they  heard  the  toxen,  or  alarm-bell,  and  thence 
concluded  that  detachments  were  sent  out  in  pursuit  of  them.  Nevertheless, 
they  proceeded  boldly,  and  would  certainly  have  carried  the  point,  had  not  Quein- 
tem  halted  three  hours  for  the  refreshment  of  his  prisoner,  who  complained  of 
his  being  indisposed.  He  likewise  procured  a  chaise,  and  ordered  the  back  of  it 
to  be  lowered  for  his  convenience.  These  acts  of  humanity  retarded  him  so  much, 
that  he  was  overtaken  by  a  detachment  of  horse  at  Ham,  within  three  hours'  ride 
of  a  place  of  safety.  Finding  himself  surrounded,  he  thought  proper  to  surrender, 
and  M.  de  Berringhen  treated  him  with  great  generosity,  for  the  civilities  he  had 
experienced  at  his  hands.  He  carried  him  back  to  YersuUes,  and  lodged  him  in 
his  own  apartments,  Madame  de  Berringhen  made  him  a  considerable  present; 
and  the  king  ordered  him  and  his  companions  to  be  discharged,  <»i  account  of  the 
courage  and  humanity  they  had  displayed. 
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manded  the  army  to  march  all  night,  and  an  the  third  chap. 
day  of  June  encamped  at  Terbank,  General  D'Auver-  ^  ^^-  , 
querque  fixing  his  quarters  in  the  suburbs  of  Louvaine,  1708. 
while  the  French  advanced  no  further  than  Genap  and 
Braine-la-Leuwe.  As  they  were  more  numerous  than 
the  confederates,  and  headed  by  a  prince  of  the  blood, 
the  generals  of  the  allies  at  first  expected  that  they  would 
hazard  a  battle ;  but  their  scheme  was  to  retrieve  by 
stratagem  the  places  they  had  lost  in  Flanders.  The 
Elector  of  Bavaria  had  rendered  himself  extremely  po- 
pular in  the  great  towns :  the  Count  de  Bergeyck,  who 
had  considerable  interest  among  them,  was  devoted  to 
the  house  of  Bourbon  :  the  inhabitants  of  the  great  cities 
were  naturally  inconstant  and  mutinous,  and  particu- 
larly dissatisfied  with  the  Dutch  government.  The 
French  generals  resolved  to  profit  by  these  circumstances. 
A  detachment  of  their  troops,  under  the  Brigadiers  La 
Faille  and  Pasteur,  surprised  the  city  of  Ghent,  in  which 
there  was  no  garrison ;  at  the  same  time  the  Count  de 
la  Motte,  with  a  strong  body  of  forces,  appeared  before 
Bruges,  which  was  surrendered  to  him  without  opposition : 
then  he  made  a  fruitless  attempt  upon  Damme,  and 
marched  to  the  little  fort  of  Plassendahl,  which  he  took 
by  assault.  The  Duke  of  Marlborough  was  no  sooner 
apprised  of  the  enemy's  having  sent  a  strong  detach- 
ment towards  Tubize,  than  he  marched  from  Terbank, 
passed  the  canal,  and  encamped  at  Anderlech.  The 
French  crossed  the  Senne  at  Halle  and  Tubize,  and  the 
allies  resolved  to  attack  them  next  morning ;  but  the 
enemy  passed  the  Dender  in  the  night  with  great  expe- 
dition ;  and  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  next  day  en- 
camped at  Asche,  where  he  was  joined  by  Prince  Eu- 
gene, who  had  marched  with  a  considerable  reinforce- 
ment of  Germans  from  the  Moselle.  The  enemy  under- 
standing that  this  general  was  on  his  march,  determined 
to  reduce  Oudenarde,  the  only  pass  on  the  Schelde  pos- 
sessed by  the  confederates ;  and  invested  it  on  the  ninth 
day  of  July,  hoping  to  subdue  it  before  the  allies  could 
be  reinforced.  The  Duke  of  Marlborough  was  immedi- 
ately in  motion,  and  made  a  surprising  march  from  Asche, 
as  far  as  Herselingen,  where  he  was  joined  by  the  rein- 
forcement.    Then  he  took  possession  of  the  strong  camp 
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CHAP,    at  Lessines,  which  the  French  had  intended  to  occupy, 
>    ^^'    .  in  order  to  cover  the  siege  of  Oudenarde. 
The'^we        Thus  disappointed,  the  French  generals  altered  their 
routed  at    rcsolution,  ahandoncd  Oudenarde,  and  began  to  pass  the 
Oudenarde.  gcheldc  at  Gavrc.     The  two  generals  of  the  confederates 
were  bent  upon  bringing  them  to  an  engagement.     Ca- 
dogan  was  sent  with  sixteen  battalions  and  eight  squa- 
drons to  repair  the  roads,  and  throw  bridges  over  the 
Schelde  below  Oudenarde.     The  army  was  in  motion  at 
eight  o'clock,  and  marched  with  such  expedition,  that 
by  two  in  the  afternoon  the  horse  had  reached  the  bridges 
over  which  Cadogan  and  his  detachment  were  passing. 
The  enemy  had  posted  seven  battalions  in  the  village  of 
Heynem,  situated  on  the  banks  of  the  Schelde,  and  the 
French  household  troops  were  drawn  up  in  order  of  bat- 
tle on  the  adjacent  plain,  opposite  to  a  body  of  troops 
under  Major-General  Rantzaw,  who  were  posted  behind 
a  rivulet  that  ran  into  the  river.     The  Duke  de  Vendome 
intended  to  attack  the  confederates  when  one-half  of 
their  army  should  have  passed  the  Schelde ;  but  he  was 
thwarted  by  the  Duke  of  Burgundy,  who  seemed  to  be 
perplexed  and  irresolute.     This  prince  had  ordered  the 
troops  to  halt  in  their  march  to  Gavre,  as  if  he  had  not 
yet  formed  any  resolution;   and   now  he  recalled  the 
squadrons  from  the  plain,  determined  to  avoid  a  battle. 
Vendome  remonstrated  against  this  conduct,  and  the  dis- 
pute continued  till  three  in  the  afternoon,  when  the 
greater  part  of  the  allied  army  had  passed  the  Schelde 
without  opposition.     Then  the  Duke  of  Burgundy  de- 
clared for  an  engagement,  and  Vendome  submitted  to 
his  opinion  with  great  reluctance,  as  the  opportunity  was 
now  lost,  and  the  army  unformed.     Major-General  Gri- 
maldi  was  ordered  to  attack  Rantzaw  with  the  horse  of 
the  king's  household,  who,  finding  the  rivulet  marshy, 
refused  to  charge,  and  retired  to  the  right.     Meanwhile 
Cadogan  attacked  the  village  of  Heynem,  which  he  took 
with   three  of  the   seven  battalions   by  which  it  was 
guarded.     Rantzaw,  passing  the  rivulet,  advanced  into 
the  plain,  and  drove  before  him  several  squadrons  of  the 
enemy.     In  this  attack  the  Electoral  Prince  of  Hanover, 
his  late  majesty  George  II.,  charged  at  the  head  of  Bu- 
lau's  dragoons  with  great  intrepidity.     His  horse  was 
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shot  under  him,  and  Colonel  Laschky  killed  by  his  side*  <:;hap. 
Divers  French  regiments  were  entirely  broken,  and  a  .  ^^'  , 
good  number  of  officers  and  standards  fell  into  the  hands  ^708. 
of  the  Hanoverians.  The  confederates  continued  still 
passing  the  river ;  but  fev*^  or  none  of  the  infantry  were 
come  up  till  five  in  the  afternoon,  when  the  Duke  of 
Argyle  arrived  with  twenty  battalions,  which  immedi- 
ately sustained  a  vigorous  assault  from  the  enemy.  By 
this  time  the  French  were  drawn  up  in  order  of  battle ; 
and  the  allies  being  formed  as  they  passed  the  river ; 
both  armies  were  engaged  through  the  whole  extent  of 
their  lines  about  seven  in  the  evening.  Europe  had  not 
for  many  years  produced  two  such  noble  armies :  above 
one  hundred  general  officers  appeared  in  the  field,  and 
two  hundred  and  fifty  colonels  fought  at  the  head  of 
their  respective  regiments.  The  number  of  the  French 
exceeded  that  of  the  allies  by  twelve  thousand :  but  their 
generals  were  divided,  their  forces  ill-disposed,  and  the 
men  dispirited  by  the  uninterrupted  success  of  their 
adversaries.  They  seemed  from  the  beginning  averse 
to  an  engagement,  and  acted  in  hurry  and  trepidation. 
Nevertheless,  the  action  was  maintained  until  General 
D'Auverquerque  and  Count  Tilly,  who  commanded  on 
the  left  of  the  allies,  obliged  the  right  of  the  enemy  to 
give  ground,  and  the  Prince  of  Orange  with  Count  Ox- 
ienstern,  attacked  them  in  flank  with  the  Dutch  infantry. 
Then  they  began  to  give  way,  and  retired  in  great  con- 
fusion. The  Duke  de  Vendome,  alighting  from  his 
horse,  rallied  the  broken  battalions,  called  the  officers  by 
name,  conjured  them  to  maintain  the  honour  of  their 
country,  and  animated  the  men  with  his  voice  and  ex- 
ample. But  notwithstanding  all  his  endeavours,  they 
were  forced  back  among  the  enclosures  in  great  confu- 
sion. Some  regiments  were  ciit  in  pieces;  others  desired 
to  capitulate;  and  if  the  darkness  had  not  interposed,  their 
whole  army  would  have  been  ruined.  The  night  coming 
on,  so  that  it  became  impossible  to  distinguish  friends 
from  enemies,  the  two  generals  ordered  the  troops  to  cease 
firing,  and  the  enemy  took  this  opportunity  of  escaping 
by  the  road  which  leads  from  Oudenarde  to  Ghent.  The 
Duke  de  Vendome,  seeing  the  French  forces  flying  in  the 
utmost  terror  and  precipitation,  formed  a  rear-guard  .of 
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CHAP,  about  five*and-twenty  squadrons,  and  as  many  battalions, 
c  ^^  .  with  which  he  secured  the  retreat.  To  this  precaution 
1708.  the  safety  of  the  army  was  entirely  owing ;  for  at  day- 
break the  Duke  of  Marlborough  sent  a  large  detachment 
of  horse  and  foot,  under  the  Lieutenant-Grenerals  Bulau 
and  Lumley,  to  pursue  the  fugitives ;  but  the  hedges  and 
ditches  that  skirted  the  road  were  lined  with  the  French 
grenadiers  in  such  a  manner,  that  the  cavalry  could  not 
form,  and  they  were  obliged  to  desist.  The  French 
reached  Ghent  about  eight  in  the  morning,  and  marching 
through  the  city,  encamped  at  Lovendegen  on  the  canal. 
There  they  thought  proper  to  cast  up  intrenchments, 
upon  which  they  planted  their  artillery,  which  they  had 
left  at  Gavre  with  their  heavy  baggage.  About  three 
thousand  were  slain  on  the  field  of  battle ;  two  thousand 
deserted ;  and  about  seven  thousand  were  taken,  inclu- 
ding a  great  number  of  ofiicers,  together  with  ten  pieces 
of  cannon,  above  a  hundred  standards  and  colours,  and  four 
thousand  horses.  The  loss  of  the  allies  did  not  amount  to 
two  thousand  men;  nor  was  one  officer  of  distinction  killed 
on  their  side  during  the  whole  engagement  **.  After  the 
confederates  had  rested  two  days  on  the  field  of  battle, 
a  detachment  was  ordered  to  level  the  French  lines  be- 
tween Ypres  and  the  Lys :  another  was  sent  to  raise  con- 
tributions as  far  as  Arras  :  they  ravaged  the  country,  and 
struck  terror  even  into  the  city  of  Paris.  While  the 
allies  plundered  the  province  of  Picardy,  a  detachment 
from  the  French  army,  under  the  Chevalier  de  Rozen, 
made  an  irruption  into  Dutch  Flanders,  broke  through 
the  lines  of  Bervliet,  which  had  been  left  unguarded,  and 
made  a  descent  upon  the  island  of  Cadsandt,  which  they 
laid  under  contribution. 
The  allies  The  gencrals  of  the  allies  now  undertook  an  enterjwise. 
Lisle!  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  French  generals,  savoured 
of  rashness  and  inconsiderate  self-sufficiency.  This  was 
the  siege  of  Lisle,  the  strongest  town  in  Flanders,  pro- 
vided with  all  necessaries,  store  of  ammunition,  and  a 
garrison  reinforced  with  one-and-twenty  battalions  of  the 
best  troops   in  France,  commanded   by  Mareschal  de 

^  Among  the  officers  who  were  engaged  in  this  hattle,  old  Greneral  D'Auver- 
cpierque  and  the  Duke  of  Argyle  distinguished  themselves  hy  the  moat  extraordi- 
nary Tftlour  and  activity. 
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Boufflers  in  person.  But  these  were  not  the  principal  ohap. 
difficulties  which  the  allies  encountered.  The  enemy  had  .  ^^-  , 
cut  off  the  communication  between  them  and  their  maga-  ivos. 
zines  at  Antwerp  and  Sas-Fan-Ghent ;  so  that  they  were 
obliged  to  bring  their  convoys  from  Ostend  along  a  narrow 
causeway,  exposed  to  the  attack  of  an  army  more  nume- 
rous than  that  with  which  they  sat  down  before  Lisle, 
On  the  thirteenth  of  August  it  was  invested  on  one  dde 
by  Prince  Eugene,  and  on  the  other  by  the  Prince  of 
Orange-Nassau,  Stadtholder  pf  Friesland;  while  the 
Duke  of  Marlborough  encamped  at  Helchin,  to  cover  the 
siege.  The  trenches  were  opened  on  the  twenty-second 
day  of  August,  and  carried  on  with  that  vigour  and  ala- 
crity which  is  always  inspired  by  victory  and  success.  The 
Dukes  of  Burgundy  and  Vendome  being  now  joined  by 
the  Duke  of  Berwick,  resolved,  if  possible,  to  relieve  the 
place ;  and  made  several  marches  and  counter-marches 
for  this  purpose.  Marlborough  being  apprised  of  their 
intention,  marched  out  of  his  lines  to  give  them  battle, 
being  reinforced  by  a  considerable  body  of  troops  from 
the  siege,  including  Augustus  King  of  Poland,  and  the 
Landgrave  of  Hesse,  as  volunteers :  but  the  enemy  de- 
clined an  engagement,  and  the  allies  returned  to  their 
camp,  which  they  fortified  with  an  intrenchment.  On 
the  seventh  day  of  September,  the  besiegers  took  by  as- 
sault the  counterscarp  of  Lisle,  after  an  obstinate  action, 
in  which  they  lost  a  thousand  men.  The  French  gene- 
rals continued  to  hover  about  the  camp  of  the  confede- 
rates, which  they  actually  cannonaded ;  and  the  Duke  of 
Marlborough  again  formed  his  army  in  order  of  battle  ; 
but  their  design  was  only  to  harass  the  allies  with  continual 
alarms,  and  interrupt  the  operations  of  the  siege.  They 
endeavoured  to  surprise  the  town  of  Aeth,  by  means  of 
a  secret  correspondence  with  the  inhabitants ;  but  the 
conspiracy  was  discovered  before  it  took  effect.  Th^n 
they  cut  off  all  communication  between  the  besiegers  and 
the  Schelde,  the  banks  of  which  they  fortified  with  strong 
intrenchments,  and  aprodigious  number  of  cannon;  so  that 
now  all  the  stores  and  necessaries  were  sent  to  the  camp 
of  the  confederates  from  Ostend.  On  the  twenty-first 
day  of  September,  Prince  Eugene,  who  was  in  the 
trenches,  seeing  the  troops  driven  by  the  enemy  from  a 


552  HISTORY  OF  ENGLAND. 

CHAP,   lodgement  they  had  made  on  the  counterscarp  of  the 
V— i^L— »  Tenaille,  rallied  and  led  them  hack  to  the  charge ;  but 
1708.     being  wounded  over  the  left  eye  with  a  musket-shot,  he 
was  obliged  to  retire,  and  for  some  days  the  Duke  of 
Marlborough  sustained  the  whole  command,  both  in  the 
siege  and  of  the  covering  army.     On  the  twenty-third 
the  Tenaille  was  stormed,  and  a  lodgement  made  along 
the  covered  way.     Mareschal  Boufflers  having  found 
means  to  inform  the  Duke  de  Vendome  that  his  ammu- 
nition was  almost  expen4ed,  this  general  detached  the 
Chevalier  de  Luxembourg,  with  a  body  of  horse  and  dra- 
goons, to  supply  the  place  with  gunpowder,  every  man 
carrying  a  bag  of  forty  pounds  upon  the  crupper.     They 
were  discovered  in  passing  through  the  camp  of  the  allies, 
and  pursued  to  the  barrier  of  the  town,  into  which  about 
three  hundred  were  admitted ;  but  a  great  number  were 
killed  by  the  confederates,  or  miserably  destroyed  by  the 
explosion  of  the  powder  which  they  carried. 
They  de-        The  uext  attempt  of  the  French  generals  was  to  inter- 
b^*  "of'^  ^®P*  ^  convoy  from  Ostend.     The  Count  de  la  Motte 
French      marchcd  from  Ghent,  with  about  two-and-twenty  thou- 
Wynen*    ®^^^  ™®°»  ^  attack  this  convoy,  which  was  guarded  by 
dale.         six  thousaud  of  the  allies,  commanded  by  Major-General 
tor^of  Ba"  Webb.     This  oflScer  made  such  an  admirable  disposition 
▼aria  at-     by  the  wood  of  Wyncudalc,  and  received  the  enemy  vnth 
^*  "^*"such  a  close  fire,  that  after  a  very  warm  action,  that 
lasted  two  hours,  they  retired  in  the  utmost  concision, 
notwithstanding  their  great  superiority  in  numbers,  leav- 
ing six  thousand  men  killed  upon  the  field  of  battle ;  the 
loss  of  the  allies  not  exceeding  nine  hundred  and  twelve 
ofiicers  and  soldiers.     This  was  the  most  honourable  ex- 
ploit performed  during  the  whole  war,  and  of  such  con- 
sequence to  the  confederates,  that  if  the  convoy  had  been 
taken,  the  siege  must  have  been  raised.     The  Duke  de 
Vendome  ordered  the  dikes  between  Bruges  and  Newport 
to  be  cut,  so  as  to  lay  the  whole  country  under  water,  in 
hopes  of  destroying  the  communication  between  Ostend 
and  the  camp  of  the  confederates ;  and  after  a  regular 
siege,  he  took  Colonel  Caulfield,  and  a  body  of  British 
troops  posted  in  the  village  of  Leflinghen,  by  whose 
means  the  convoys  had  been  forwarded  to  the  Duke  of 
Marlborough.     On  the  twenty-second  of  October,  Ma- 
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reschal  Boufflers  desired  to  capitulate  for  the  town  of  chap. 
Lisle :  next  day  the  articles  were  signed :  on  the  twenty-  .  ^^'  . 
fifth  the  allies  took  possession  of  the  place,  and  the  ma-  *708. 
reschal  retired  into  the  citadel  with  the  remains  of  his 
garrison,  which,  from  twelve  thousand,  was  reduced  to 
less  than  the  half  of  that  number.  A  negotiation  was 
begun  for  the  surrender  of  the  citadel :  but  BouflSers 
made  such  extravagant  demands  as  were  rejected  with 
disdain.  Hostilities  were  renewed  on  the  twenty-ninth 
day  of  the  month  ;  and  the  Earl  of  Stair  was  detached 
to  provide  com  for  the  army  in  the  districts  of  Fumes 
Dixmuyde.  During  these  transactions,  Veldt-Mareschal 
D'Auverquerque  died  at  Rausselaer,  in  the  sixty-seventh 
year  of  his  age,  after  having,  in  above  thirty  campaigns, 
exhibited  innumerable  proofs  of  uncommon  courage, 
ability,  and  moderation.  The  Duke  de  Vendome  did 
not  despair  of  obliging  the  confederates  to  abandon  their 
enterprise :  the  French  ministers  at  Rome  and  Venice 
publicly  declared  the  allied  army  was  cooped  up  in  such 
a  manner,  that  it  must  either  raise  the  siege  or  be 
famished.  The  Elector  of  Bavaria,  with  a  detachment 
of  ten  thousand  men,  marched  to  Brussels,  and  attacked 
the  counterscarp  with  incredible  fury ;  but  was  repulsed 
by  the  garrison,  under  the  command  of  General  Paschal, 
and  retired  with  precipitation,  when  he  understood  that 
the  Duke  of  Marlborough  was  in  motion  to  relieve  the 
place.  This  nobleman  and  Prince  Eugene  no  sooner 
understood  the  danger  to  which  Brussels  was  exposed, 
than  they  marched  with  the  covering  army  to  the  Schelde, 
which  they  passed  in  pontoons  without  opposition,  not- 
withstanding the  formidable  works  which  the  French 
had  raised.  They  now  abandoned  them  with  precipita- 
tion, to  the  surprise  of  the  confederates,  who  had  laid 
their  account  with  the  loss  of  a  thousand  men  in  the  at- 
tack. Having  passed  the  river  between  Eskenaffe  and 
Hauterive,  as  well  as  at  other  places,  they  marched  to 
Oudenarde,  where  they  received  intelligence  that  the 
elector  had  retreated.  Then  Prince  Eugene  returned  to 
Lisle,  and  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  proceeded  to  Brus- 
sels, where  he  was  received  with  joy  and  acclamation. 
He  afterwards  took  post  at  Oudenarde,  so  as  to  maintain 
a  communication  with  Prince  Eugene. 
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CHAP.       The   besiegers  having  made  lodgements  and   raised 
.   ^^  s  batteries  on  the  second  counterscarp  of  the  citadel,  sent 
J708.     a  message  to  BouflSers,  intimating,  that  if  he  would  sur- 
rendered,  render  before  the  opening  of  the  batteries,  he  should  have 
P?®***    ,  an  honourable  capitulation ;  otherwise  he  and  his  ffarri- 

taken,  and  *^  __       _  *^ 

Bruges  son  must  be  made  prisoners  of  war.  He  chose  to  avoid  the 
abandoned.  ^^^  p^j^  of  the  alternative :  hostages  were  exchanged  on 
the  eighth  day  of  December,  and  the  articles  signed  on 
the  tenth :  when  the  mareschal  and  his  garrison  marched 
out  with  the  honours  of  war,  and  were  conducted  to 
Douay.  In  this  great  enterprise,  spirit  and  perseverance 
made  amends  for  want  of  foresight  and  skill,  which  was 
flagrant  on  the  side  of  the  confederates ;  yet  their  suc- 
cess was  owing  in  a  great  measure  to  the  improvidence 
and  misconduct  of  the  besieged.  The  French  generals 
never  dreamed  that  the  allies  would  attempt  any  thing 
of  consequence  after  the  reduction  of  Lisle,  considering 
the  advanced  season  of  the  year,  and  therefore  they  re- 
turned  to  Paris  after  having  distributed  their  army  into 
winter  quarters.  But  their  indefatigable  antagonists 
were  determined  to  strike  another  stroke  of  importance 
before  their  forces  should  separate.  On  the  twentieth 
day  of  December  they  invested  the  city  of  Ghent  on  all 
sides;  and  on  the  thirtieth,  when  the  batteries  were 
ready  to  open,  the  Count  de  la  Motte,  who  commanded 
the  garrison,  desired  to  capitulate.  On  the  third  day  of 
the  next  month  he  marched  out  with  thirty  battalions 
and  sixteen  squadrons,  which  were  conducted  to  Tour- 
nay  ;  while  the  Duke  of  Argyle,  with  six  British  batta- 
lions, took  possession  of  the  town  and  citadel.  Then  the 
enemy  abandoned  Bruges,  Plassendahl,  and  LeflSnghen ; 
and  the  generals  of  the  allies,  having  settled  the  plan  of 
winter  quarters,  repaired  to  Holland,  leaving  the  forces 
under  the  command  of  Count  Tilly.  The  French  king 
was  confounded  and  dismayed  at  these  conquests  in  the 
Netherlands.  Nor  was  he  easy  on  the  side  of  Dauphine : 
in  spite  of  all  the  vigilance  and  activity  of  ViUars,  the 
Duke  of  Savoy  made  himself  master  of  the  important 
fortresses  of  Exilles,  La  Perouse,  the  valley  of  St.  Martin, 
and  Fenestrells ;  so  that  by  the  end  of  the  campaign  he 
had  secured  a  barrier  to  his  own  frontiers,  and  opened  a 
way  into  the  French  provinces,  after  having  made  a  dir 
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version  in  favour  of  King  Charles,  by  obliging  the  enemy    chap. 
to  send  a  strong  detachment  from  Bousillon  to  the  assist*  .    ^^-    . 
ance  of  Villars.  wa. 

The  campaign  in  Catalonia  was  productive  of  a  great  Conquest  of 
event.  Count  Guide  de  Staremberg  arrived  at  Barcelona  Gene^  ^^ 
on  the  last  day  of  April ;  but  the  imperial  troops  brought  stanhope. 
from  Italy  by  Admiral  Leake  did  not  land  in  time  to 
relieve  Tortosa,  which  the  Duke  of  Orleans  besieged  and 
took,  together  with  Denia,  the  garrison  of  which  were 
made  prisoners  of  war,  contrary  to  the  articles  of  capitu- 
lation. These  losses,  however,  were  abundantly  made 
up  to  the  allies  by  the  conquest  of  Sardinia  and  Minorca. 
Sir  John  Leake  having  taken  on  board  a  handful  of 
troops,  under  tlie  conduct  of  the  Marquis  D'Alconzel,  set 
sail  for  Cagliari,  and  summoned  the  viceroy  to  submit  to 
King  Charles.  As  he  did  not  send  an  immediate  an- 
swer, the  admiral  began  to  bombard  the  city,  and  the 
inhabitants  compelled  him  to  surrender  at  discretion. 
The  greater  part  of  the  garrison  enlisted  themselves  in 
the  service  of  Charles.  The  deputies  of  the  states  being 
assembled  by  the  Marquis  D'Alconzel,  acknowledged  that 
prince  as  their  sovereign,  and  agreed  to  furnish  his  army 
with  thirty  thousand  sacks  of  corn,  which  were  accord- 
ingly transported  to  Catalonia,  where  there  was  a  great 
scarcity  of  provision.  Major-General  Stanhope  having 
planned  the  conquest  of  Minorca,  and  concerted  with 
the  admiral  the  measures  necessary  to  put  it  in  execution, 
obtained  from  Count  Staremberg  a  few  battalions  of 
Spaniards,  Italians,  and  Portuguese :  at  the  head  of  these 
he  embarked  at  Barcelona  with  a  fine  train  of  British 
artillery,  accompanied  by  Brigadier  Wade  and  Colonel 
Petit,  an  engineer  of  great  reputation.  They  landed  on 
the  island,  about  ten  miles  from  St.  Philip's  fort,  on  the 
twenty-sixth  of  August,  with  about  eight  hundred  ma^ 
rines,  which  augmented  their  number  to  aboirt  three 
thousand.  Next  day  they  erected  batteries ;  and  Ge- 
neral Stanhope  ordered  a  number  of  arrows  to  be  shot 
into  the  place,  to  which  papers  were  affixed,  written  in  the 
Spanish  and  French  languages,  containing  threats  that 
all  the  garrison  should  be  sent  to  the  mines  if  they  would 
not  surrender  before  the  batteries  were  finished.  The 
garrison  consisted  of  a  thousand  Spaniards,  and  six  hun- 
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CHAP,   dred  French  marines,  commanded  by  Colonel  la  Jon- 
>    ^^'  *  quire,  who  imagined  that  the  number  of  the  besiegers 
^708.     amounted  to  at  least  ten  thousand,  so  artfully  had  they 
been  drawn  up  in  sight  of  the  enemy.     The  batteries 
began   to  play,  and  in  a   little  time  demolished  four 
towers  that  served  as  outworks  to  the  fort :  then  they 
made  a  breach  in  the  outward  wall,  through  which  Bri- 
gadier Wade,  at  the  head  of  the  grenadiers,  stormed  a 
redoubt  with  such  extraordinary  valour  as  struck  the  be- 
sieged with  consternation.     On  the  second  or  third  day 
they  thought  proper  to  beat  a  parley,  and  capitulate,  on 
condition  that  they  should  march  out  with  the  honours  of 
war:  that  the  Spaniards  should  be  transported  to  Murcia, 
and  the  French  to  Toulon.     These  last,  however,  were 
detained  by  way  of  reprisals  for  the  garrison  of  Denia. 
The  Spanish  governor  was  so  mortified  when  he  learned 
the  real  number  of  the  besiegers,  that  on  his  arrival  at 
Murcia  he  threw  himself  out  of  a  window  in  despair,  and 
was  killed  upon  the  spot.     La  Jonquirewas  confined  for 
life,  and  all  the  French  officers  incurred  their  master's 
displeasure.     Fort  St.  Philip  being  thus  reduced,  to  the 
amazement  of  all  Europe,  and  the  garrison  of  Fort  For- 
nelles  having  surrendered  themselves  prisoners  to  the 
Admirals  Leake  and  Whitaker,  the  inhabitants  gladly 
submitted  to  the  English  government,  for  King  Philip 
had  oppressed  and  deprived  them  of  their  privileges ; 
General  Stanhope  appointed  Colonel  Petit  governor  of 
Fort  St.  Philip,  and  deputy-governor  of  the  whole  island. 
After  this  important  conquest  he  returned  to  the  army 
in  Spain,  where  an  unsuccessful  attempt  to  surprise  Tor- 
tosa  finished  the  operations  of  the  campaign. 
Rupture         The  British  fleet  not  only  contributed  to  the  reduction 
between     ^f  Minorca,  but  likewise  overawed  the  pope,  who  had 
and  the  em- endeavoured  to  form  a  league  of  the  princes  in  Italy 
peror.       agaiust  the  emperor.    This  pontiff*  had  manifested  his  par- 
tiality to  the  house  of  Bourbon  in  such  a  palpable  manner 
that  his  imperial  majesty  ordered  Monsieur  de  Bonneval 
to  march  with  the  troops  that  were  in  Italy,  reinforced 
by  those  belonging  to  the  Duke  of  Modena,  and  invade 
the  duchy  of  Ferrara.     He  accordingly  took  possession 
of  Comachio  and  some  other  places,  pretending  they  were 
allodial  estates  belonging  to  the  Duke  of  Modena,  and 
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fiefs  of  the  emperor,  to  which  the  holy  see  had  no  lawful  ^^^^* 
claim.  The  Viceroy  of  Naples  was  forbid  to  remit  any  ^ — .J— > 
money  to  Rome:  and  the  council  of  the  kingdom  drew  up  ^^^' 
a  long  memorial  containing  the  pretensions  of  his  Catholic 
majesty,  which  struck  at  the  very  foundation  of  the 
pope's  temporal  power.  His  holiness  wrote  a  long  re- 
monstrance to  the  emperor  on  the  injustice  of  those  pro- 
ceedings, and  declared  that  he  would  assert  his  cause 
though  he  should  lose  his  life  in  the  contest.  He  forthwith 
began  to  raise  an  army,  and  revived  a  plan  for  forming 
a  league  among  the  princes  and  states  of  Italy  for  their 
mutual  defence.  Sir  John  Leake  had  received  orders  to 
bombard  Civita  Vecchia,  in  resentment  for  the  pope's 
having  countenanced  the  pretender's  expedition  to  Great 
Britain :  but  as  the  emperor  and  Duke  of  Savoy  hoped 
to  effect  an  accommodation  with  the  court  of  Rome,  they 
prevailed  upon  the  English  admiral  to  suspend  hostilities 
until  they  should  have  tried  the  method  of  negotiation. 
The  Marquis  de  Prie,  a  Piedmontese  nobleman,  was  sent 
as  ambassador  to  Rome;  but  the  pope  would  not  receive 
him  in  that  quality.  Elated  with  the  promises  of  France, 
he  set  the  emperor  at  defiance ;  and  his  troops  having 
surprised  a  body  of  imperialists,  were  so  barbarous  as  to 
cut  them  all  in  pieces.  The  Duke  of  Savoy  having  ended 
the  campaign,  the  troops  of  the  emperor,  which  had 
served  under  that  prince,  were  ordered  to  march  into  the 
papal  territories,  and  drove  the  forces  of  his  holiness 
before  them,  without  any  regard  to  number.  Bologna 
capitulated ;  and  Rome  began  to  tremble  with  the  appre- 
hension of  being  once  more  sacked  by  a  German  army. 
Then  the  pope's  courage  failed ;  he  was  glad  to  admit  the 
Marquis  de  Prie  as  envoy  from  the  emperor.  He  con- 
sented to  disband  his  new  levies ;  to  accommodate  the 
imperial  troops  with  winter  quarters  in  the  papal  terri- 
tories; to  grant  the  investiture  of  Naples  to  King 
Charles ;  and  to  allow  at  all  times  a  passage  to  the  impe- 
rial troops  through  his  dominions.  On  the  Upper  Rhine 
the  electors  of  Bavaria  and  Hanover  were  so  weak  that 
they  could  not  undertake  anything  of  consequence  against 
each  other.  In  Hungary  the  disputes  still  continued 
between  the  emperor  and  the  malecontents.  Poland  was 
at  length  delivered  from  the  oppression  exercised  by  the 
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CHAP.   King  of  Sweden,  who  inarched  into  the  Ukraine  against 
,    ^^'    ,  the  Czar  of  Muscovy,  notwithstanding  the  submission 
1708.     with  which  that  monarch  endeavoured  to  appease  his 
indignation.     During  the  course  of  this  year  the  English 
merchants  sustained  no  considerable  losses  by  sea :  the 
cruisers  were  judiciously  stationed,  and  the  trade  was 
regularly  supplied  with  convoys.     In  the  West  Indies, 
Commodore  Wager  destroyed  the  admiral  of  the  galleons, 
and  took  the  rear-admiral  on  the  coast  of  Carthagena- 
Had  the  officers  of  his  squadron  done  their  duty,  the 
greatest  part  of  the  fleet  would  have  fallen  into  his  hands. 
At  his  return  to  Jamaica  two  of  his  captains  were  tried 
by  a  court-martial,  and  dismissed  from  the  service. 
Death  of        The  court  of  England  was  about  this  time  not  a  little 
^~  „,  disquieted  by  the  consequences  of  an  outrage  committed 
DcDmark.  on  the  porsou  of  the  Count  de  Matueof,  the  Muscovite 
ambassador.     He  was  publicly  arrested  at  the  suit  of  a 
laceman,  and  maltreated  by  the  bailiffi,  who  dragged  him 
to  prison,  where  he  continued  until  he  was  bailed  by 
the  Earl  of  Feversham.     Incensed  at  this  insult,  he  de- 
manded redress  of  the  government,  and  was  seconded 
in  his  remonstrances  by  the  ministers  of  the  emperor,  the 
King  of  Prussia,  and  several  other  foreign  potentates. 
The  queen  expressed  uncommon  indignation  against  the 
authors  of  this  violence,  who  were  immediately  appre- 
hended, and  orders  were  given  to  prosecute  them  with  the 
utmost  severity  of  the  law.     Matueof  repeated  his  com- 
plaints with  great  acrimony ;  and  Mr.  Secretary  Boyle 
assured  him,  in  the  queen's  name,  that  he  should  have 
ample  satisfaction.     Notwithstanding  this  assurance,  he 
demanded  a  pass  for  himself  and  family ;  refused  the  ordi- 
nary presents  at  his  departure ;  and  retired  to  Holland. 
From  thence  he  transmitted  a  memorial,  with  a  letter  from 
the  czar  to  the  queen,  insisting  upon  her  punishing  with 
death  all  the  persons  concerned  in  violating  the  law  of 
nations  upon  the  person  of  his  ambassador.    Such  punish- 
ment being  altogether  inconsistent  with  the  laws  of  Eng- 
land, the  queen  and  her  ministry  were  extremely  per- 
plexed, and  held  several  councils,  to  deliberate  upon  the 
measures  proper  to  be  taken  on  such  an  occasion.     On 
the  twenty-eighth  day  of  October,  Prince   George  of 
Denmark  died  of  an  asthma  and  dropsy,  with  which  he 
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had  been  long  afflicted.     He  was  a  prince  of  an  amiable    chap* 
rather  than  a  shining  character,  brave,  good-natured,  mo-  .    ^^'    . 
dest,  and  humane,  but  devoid  of  great  talents  and  ambi-     ^7oa 
tion.     He  had  always  lived  in  harmony  with  the  queen, 
who,  during  the  whole  term  of  their  union,  and  espe- 
cially in  his  last  illness,  approved  herself  a  pattern  of 
conjugal  truth  and  tenderness.    At  his  death  the  Earl  of 
Pembroke  was  created  lord  high  admiral,  the  Earl  of 
Wharton  promoted  to  the  government  of  Ireland,  and 
Lord  Somers  appointed  president  of  the  council.     Not- 
withstanding these  promotions  of  the  whig  noblemen,  the 
Duke  of  Marlborough  declined  apace  in  his  credit  with 
the  queen,  who  privately  consulted  and  reposed  her  chief 
confidence  in  Mr.  Harley,  though  he  had  no  visible  con- 
cern in  the  administration. 

The  new  Parliament,  in  which  the  whig  interest  still  The  new 
preponderated,  was  assembled  on  the  sixteenth  day  of  ]^*JjJ^**^^ 
November,  when  they  were  given  to  understand,  by  a  semWed. 
commission  under  the  great  seal,  that  the  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury,  the  chancellor,  the  lord  treasurer,  the  lord 
steward,  and  the  master  of  the  horse,  were  appointed  to 
represent  the  person  of  her  majesty,  whom  decency  would 
not  permit  to  appear  in  the  House  so  soon  after  the 
death  of  her  consort.  Sir  Richard  Onslow,  being 
chosen  Speaker  of  the  Lower  House  with  the  queen's 
approbation,  the  chancellor,  in  a  speech  to  both  Houses, 
recommended  the  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war,  telling 
them  her  majesty  hoped  they  would  enable  her  to  make 
a  considerable  augmentation  for  preserving  and  improving 
the  advantages  which  the  allies  had  gained  in  the  Ne- 
therlands :  that  she  desired  they  would  prepare  such  bills 
as  might  confirm  and  render  the  union  effectual ;  and 
that  if  they  would  propose  means  for  the  advancement 
of  trade  and  manufacture,  she  would  take  pleasure  in 
enacting  such  provisions.  Both  Houses  having  presented 
addresses  of  condolence  and  congratulation,  on  the  death 
of  Prince  George,  and  the  success  of  her  majesty's  arms 
during  the  last  campaign,  the  Commons  took  cognizance 
of  controverted  elections,  which  were  decided  with 
shameful  partiality  for  the  whig  faction.  Then  they 
pi'oceeded  to  consider  the  different  branches  of  the  sup- 
ply :  they  approved  of  an  augmentation  of  ten  thousand 
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CHAP,  men,  which  was  judged  necessary  for  the  more  vigorous 
t  ^^'  .  prosecution  of  the  war ;  and  they  voted  above  seven  mil- 
1708.  lions  for  the  service  of  the  ensuing  year.  The  bank 
agreed  to  circulate  two  millions  five  hundred  thousand 
pounds  in  exchequer  bills  for  the  government,  on  con- 
dition that  the  term  of  their  continuance  should  be  pro- 
longed for  one-and-twenty  years ;  and  that  their  stock  of 
two  millions  two  hundred  and  one  thousand  one  hundred 
and  seventy-one  pounds  should  be  doubled  by  a  new  sub- 
scription. The  two-thirds  subsidy  was  appropriated  for 
the  interest  of  the  money  raised  by  this  expedient. 
Naturaii-  Great  debates  having  arisen  about  Scottish  elections, 
the  House  considered  the  petitions  and  representations 
that  were  delivered,  touching  the  incapacity  of  the  eldest 
sons  of  Scottish  peers  excluded  from  sitting  in  the  Par- 
liament of  Great  Britain.  Counsel  being  heard  upon  the 
subject,  that  incapacity  was  confirmed,  and  new  writs  were 
issued,  that  new  members  might  be  elected  for  the  shires 
of  Aberdeen  and  Linlithgow,  in  the  room  of  William, 
Lord  Haddo,  and  James,  Lord  Johnstown.  Petitions 
were  likewise  presented  to  the  House  of  Lords  by  some 
Scottish  peers,  concerning  their  right  of  voting,  and  sign- 
ing proxies.  After  warm  debates,  the  House,  upon  a 
division,  determined  that  a  Scottish  lord,  created  a  peer 
of  Great  Britain,  should  no  longer  retain  his  vote  in 
Scotland  ;  and  that  the  noblemen  who  were  in  the  castle 
of  Edinburgh  had  a  right  to  sign  proxies,  after  having 
taken  the  oaths  to  the  government.  The  Scottish  peers 
and  commoners  that  sat  in  the  British  Parliament  were 
divided  into  two  factions.  The  Duke  of  Queensberry  was 
in  great  credit  with  the  queen  and  the  lord  treasurer,  by 
whose  interest  he  was  appointed  secretary  of  state  for 
Scotland.  His  influence  in  elections  was  so  great,  that 
all  oflSces  in  that  kingdom  were  bestowed  according  to 
his  recommendation.  He  was  opposed  by  the  Dukes  of 
Hamilton,  Montrose,  and  Roxburgh,  who  were  supported 
by  the  Earl  of  Sunderland  and  Lord  Somers ;  so  that  the 
whole  interest  in  that  country  was  engrossed  by  one  or 
other  member  of  the  ministry.  A  bill  for  a  general  na- 
turalization of  all  Protestants  was  brought  into  the  House, 
and  notwithstanding  violent  opposition  from  the  tories, 
both  among  the  Lords  and  Commons,  was  enacted  into 
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a  law.     The  whigs  argued  for  this  bill,  as  a  measure  that    chap. 
would  encourage  industry,  improve  trade  and  manufao  - 
ture,  and  repair  the  waste  of  men  which  the  war  had  oc-     ^'^^^* 
casioned :  but  one  of  their  chief  motives  was  to  throw  an 
addition  of  foreigners  into  the  balance  against  the  landed 
interest.     The  tories  pleaded  that  a  conflux  of  aliens 
might  prove  dangerous  to  the  constitution:  that  they 
would  retain  a  fondness  for  their  native  countries,  and 
in  times  of  war,  act  as  spies  and  enemies:  that  they 
would  insinuate  themselves  into  places  of  trust  and  profit ; 
become  members  of  Parliament ;  and  by  frequent  inter- 
marriages contribute  to  the  extinction  of  the  English 
race :  that  they  would  add  to  the  number  of  the  poor, 
already  so  expensive;  and  share  the  bread  of  the  la- 
bourers and  tradesmen  of  England. 

An  inquiry  beins:  set  on  foot  in  both  Houses  concern-  Act  of 
ing  the  late  intended  invasion  of  Scotland,  Lord  Haver-  ^ 
sham  and  the  other  tory  members  endeavoured  to  de- 
monstrate that  proper  precautions  had  not  been  taken  for 
the  security  of  that  kingdom,  even  after  the  ministry  had 
received  undoubted  intelligence  of  the  pretender's  de- 
sign :  that  since  the  attempt  had  miscarried,  many  per- 
sons of  quality  had  been  apprehended,  and  severely  used 
by  the  government,  on  pretended  suspicion  of  high  trea- 
son ;  though,  in  all  probability,  the  aim  of  the  ministry, 
in  confining  those  persons,  was  to  remove  all  possibility 
of  their  opposing  the  court  at  the  ensuing  elections  for 
members  of  Parliament.  These  assertions  were  supported 
by  many  incontested  facts  and  shrewd  arguments,  not- 
withstanding which,  the  majority  were  so  little  disposed 
to  find  fault,  that  the  inquiry  issued  in  a  joint  address  to 
the  queen,  containing  resolutions,  that  timely  and  effec- 
tual care  had  been  taken  to  disappoint  the  designs  of  her 
majesty's  enemies,  both  at  home  and  abroad.  A  bill, 
however,  was  brought  into  the  House  of  Lords,  under 
the  title  of  "  An  act  for  improving  the  Union  of  the  two 
Kingdoms."  It  related  to  trials  for  treason  in  Scotland, 
which  by  this  law  were  regulated  according  to  the  manner 
of  proceeding  in  England,  with  some  small  variation.  The 
Scottish  members  opposed  it  as  an  encroachment  upon  the 
form  of  their  laws ;  and  they  were  joined  by  those  who 
had  laid  it  down  as  a  maxim  to  oppose  all  the  court  mea- 
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Bures :  nevertheless,  the  bill  passed  through  both  Houses, 
and  received  the  royal  assent.  Yet  in  order  to  sweeten 
this  unpalatable  medicine,  the  queen  consented  to  an  act 
of  grace,  by  which  all  treasons  were  pardoned,  except 
those  committed  on  the  high  seas :  an  exception  levelled 
at  those  who  had  embarked  with  the  Pretender.  Major- 
General  Webb,  who  had  been  defrauded  of  his  due 
honour,  in  a  partial  representation  of  the  battle  of  Wy- 
nendale,  transmitted  by  Cardonnel,  secretary  to  the  Duke 
of  Marlborough,  was  now  thanked  by  the  House  of  Com- 
mons for  the  great  and  eminent  services  which  he  had 
performed  in  that  engagement.  This  motion  was  made 
by  the  tories ;  and  the  whigs  did  not  fail  to  procure  a 
compliment  of  the  same  nature  to  the  Duke  of  Marl- 
boFM^^h  l^orough,  even  before  he  returned  to  England.  When 
Mil.  Hist,  the  news  of  Ghent's  being  taken  arrived,  the  Lords  and 
Commons  congratulated  the  queen  on  this  last  effort  of 
a  glorious  campaign ;  and  the  duke,  at  his  arrival,  was 
thanked,  in  the  name  of  the  Peers,  by  the  lord  chancellor. 
As  he  was  supposed  to  have  brought  over  proposals  of 
peace,  the  two  Houses,  in  an  address,  desired  the  queen 
would  insist  on  the  demolition  of  Dunkirk,  which  was  a 
Admirals."  ^est  of  piratos  that  infested  the  ocean,  and  did  infinite 
prejudice  to  the  commerce  of  England.  The  queen  pro- 
mised to  comply  with  their  request.  But  she  was  not  a 
little  surprised  at  the  next  address  they  presented,  hum- 
bly entreating,  that  she  would  have  such  indulgence  to 
the  hearty  desires  of  her  subjects,  as  to  entertain  thoughts 
of  a  second  marriage.  She  told  them  that  the  provision 
she  had  made  for  the  Protestant  succession  would  always 
be  a  proof  how  much  she  had  at  heart  the  future  happi- 
ness of  the  kingdom ;  but  the  subject  of  this  address  was 
of  such  a  nature,  that  she  was  persuaded  they  did  not 
expect  a  particular  answer. 

The  laws  having  been  found  insufficient  to  punish  ca- 
Mu^Vv^ite  Pi^^lly  tbe  authors  of  the  insult  offered  to  the  Muscovite 
ambas-  ambassador,  a  bill  was  brought  into  the  House  of  Com- 
mons for  preserving  the  privileges  of  ambassadors  and 
other  foreign  ministers,  and  passed  through  both  Houses; 
as  did  another,  to  prevent  the  laying  of  wagers  relating 
to  the  public,  a  practice  which  had  been  carried  to  a  de- 
gree of  infatuation,  and  by  which  many  unwary  persons 
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fell  a  sacrifice  to  crafty  adventurers.     On  the  fourteenth    chap. 

day  of  March  the  Commons  voted  the  sum  of  one  hun-  » Z^^ 

dred  and  three  thousand  two  hundred  and  three  pounds  ^'^^^• 
for  the  relief  of  the  inhabitants  of  Nevis  and  St.  Chris- 
topher's, who  had  suffered  by  the  late  invasion ;  and  on 
the  twenty-first  day  of  April  the  Parliament  was  pro- 
rogued. The  Muscovite  ambassador  continued  to  write 
expostulatory  letters  to  Mr.  Secretary  Boyle,  who  at 
last  owned  that  the  laws  of  the  kingdom  did  not  admit 
of  such  punishment  as  he  demanded.  An  information 
was  tried  in  the  Court  of  King's  Bench  for  her  majesty 
against  Thomas  Morton,  laceman,  and  thirteen  other 
persons  concerned  in  the  insult,  of  which  they  were 
found  guilty ;  and  the  special  matter  of  the  privileges  of 
ambassadors  was  to  be  argued  next  term  before  the 
judges.  Meanwhile,  the  queen,  by  way  of  satisfaction 
to  the  czar,  condescended  to  make  solemn  excuses  by 
her  ambassador,  to  repair  Matueof  s  honour  by  a  letter, 
and  indemnify  him  for  all  his  costs  and  damages :  con- 
cessions with  which  the  czar  and  his  ambassador  declared 
themselves  well  satisfied.  The  Convocation  had  been 
summoned,  chosen,  and  returned  with  the  New  Parlia- 
ment ;  but  as  the  old  spirit  was  supposed  to  prevail  in 
the  Lower  House,  the  queen,  by  writ  to  the  archbishop, 
ordered  him  to  prorogue  it  from  time  to  time,  until  the 
session  of  Parliament  was  finished. 
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